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The Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 31st December, writing 
ae _ from Pen, ina short letter, headed, ‘* Zoolum! Zoo- 
Complains that salt brought Jym!! Zoolum!!!” states that the duty on salt has 


9 being foretbly man 9 ae been recently raised from one rupee thirteen annas 


by the (local) authorities, and six pies to two rupees and eight annas; and that 


apparently to levy on it the the salt recently sold at the old rate and sent away 


new and higher rate. The : : 
proceeding is denounced as from Pen, is now being brought back by the autho- 


trvettaeal, rities by force. This proceeding has produced an 
“ee intense feeling of discontent and uneasiness among the 
people. Théincreased forest fees have rendered fuel doubly dear; and this 
enhancement in the duty of salt will also add extremely to the distress of the 
miserable ryots. These are not good signs. They forebode evil days. May 
God preserve the ryots from this imperial tyranny. The éditor, in noticing the 
above letter, expresses astonishment at the news that the authorities are forcibly 
bringing back the salt bought at the old and cheaper rate. He hopes that the 
civilized and just Government will not permit such an arbitrary proceeding on 
the part of its officers. | 


_ The Native Opinion (2) of the 30th December, in a long editorial, headed, 
" ‘¢ Remedy for the Prevention of Famines,” reviews the 
, se stahnoonern' _ oon various causes to which famines are traced, and the 
the ryote is not their impro- Several suggestions made for their prevention by 
vidence, nor the rapacity of different speculators and statesmen. The recent 
their sowkérs, but the admi- dreadful famine, which has inflicted on us such severe 
nistrative policy of Govern- Joss and suffering, has very justly engrossed » at- 
tention of the thinking public; the public endeavour 
‘he cuits tak Gor’ es to discover its true causes and to find out the means, 
true remedy of the evil is to if there be any, of preventing a recurrence of such a 
check this great drain on the dire evil. Some attribute the evil tothe destruction 
——— of the forests in the country, and recommend their 
preservation as the true remedy. The astronomers attribute it to the spots on 
the sun, but can suggest no remedy. The engineers say that, if you wish to 
prevent the recurrence of famines, you must construct great and extensive irri- 
gational works throughout the country, and increase the store of water. But 
how the tanks and wells are to get water if the rains fail is rather a knott: 
question. Some philanthropists assert that it is the khots, jamindars, and the 
sowkdérs whose rapacity ruins the ryots and renders them unable to bear the 
effects of an occasional drought; and they, therefore, recommend measures for 
the protection of the people from the avarice of these selfish classes. The poli- 


tical economists, again, affirm that the ryots themselves are the authors of their — 


miseries. ‘They are improvident, and spend on marriages and such other con- 
cerns their money, which they ought to lay by to be useful on emergent occa- 
sions. According to these thinkers, the proper way to remedy the evil is to 
teach the people prudence and habits of economy. The writer in Native 
Opinion believes that none of the above thinkers have found out the true cause 
of the evil; and that, therefore, the remedies suggested are not the right re- 
medies. ‘he real and principal cause of the evil is the pene and great 
poverty of the masses. During the recent famine thousands of persons died, 


not from any want of grain, but from their inability to purchase it; that is, 


from their utter poverty. The ke Secretary of State for India seems to 
have found out the true cause of t 


e * 


are improvident and squander their money thoughtlessly, or because they are 


, 


e. misery of the ryots, as appears from his 
recent speech on the last famine. The Opinion does not agree, however, with 
Lord Salisbury in believing that the ryots of this country are poor because they 
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ruined: by the mone -lenders. The Opinion attributes the general poverty of 


the masses to'the administrative policy of the British Government, which an- 
nually earries a large portion of the wealth of the country to Europe. The 
annual remmittance of money from India to England, in various shap 
amounts to about 16,00,00,000 rupees; and this enormous drain must be tellin 
very seriously on the economic condition of the masses. The writer does not 
mean to affirm that this annual payment is unjust, or that India gets nothing in 
return for this payment; he says, however, that the return is not in proportion 
to the pecuniary loss which the country sustains. Out of this huge sum of 
16,00,00,000 rupees, half goes to compensate the heirs of the share-holders of the 
late East India Company for the loss the Company is said to have suffered in its 
trade. Properly speaking, India owes not a pie to these share-holders or their 
heirs, The glaring injustice of this annual payment is admitted by all, except 
our Government and the parties interested in the payment. As for the alleged 
rapacity of the sowkars, Native Qpinion says that the relation between the 
sowkérs and ryots is not a new relation ; it has been existing from time imme- 
morial. Both creditors and debtors have lived hundreds of years together. 


Again, the much maligned sowkadrs do not exact the incredibly high rate of 


interest of 16 per cent., as Government does on its dues from the ryots. Again, 
whatever money the sowkérs take, they do not carry it away out of the country 
as Government does, but spend it in the country itself; and, therefore, it re- 
turns to the ryots in various forms. Thus the real cause of the increasing 
distress of the ryots is not their supposed improvidence, nor the alleged rapa- 
city of their sowkdrs, but the administrative ages, of Government, in eonse- 
quence of which such a huge sum of money annually goes out of the country ; 
and the real remedy to cure the evil is to eheck this great drain. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 31st December, in a long leader, headed, 

‘i ‘the Government of India on new Taxation,” notices, 

Fie fess aanecsags Sealy wor at some a ee rage statement made by the 
‘duced by Sir John Strachey. Honourable Sir John Strachey in the Legislative 
ramet meh Council of India on the 27th idem. The Finance Minis- 


ter Observed that the experience of past years showed famine to be a frequently - 


recurring evil, and that it was not wise to resort every time to a public loan, 
but that the right policy was to make some permanent provision to enable 
Government to cope with the evil from its own ordinary annual income. In 
order to attain this object, Government requires about one kror and a half 
annually. It also requires about half a kror more, to be kept as a reserve for 
any extraordinary contingency. Thus, says the Finance Minister, Government 
needs two krors more than its present income. ‘The writer in Dnydn Prakdsh 
acknowledges the wisdom of making a permanent provision against reeurring 
famines ; but that object, he contends, ought to be attained by enforcing a 
stricter economy and reducing the state expenditure, and not by resorting to 
new taxes. The Government of India, however, has thought it proper to prefer 
the latter course. It says that it has practised economy and has succeeded 
during the course of the last seven years in reducing the public expenditure 
by a kror andahalf. But the benefit of this economy has been nearly lost to 
the poor Indian tax-payers, because the Secretary of State for India has in- 
creased the military expenditure by one kror, and over the doings of that great 
functionary the Government of India has no control. Thus the Government of 
India throws the responsibility of increasing the burden of taxes on the Home 
Government. The poor Indian ryot has four masters, one higher than the 


other, who have the power of taxing him; and each of them says that he is 


obliged to add to the burden, because the one above him wants more money 

which must be supplied. These four masters are the municipalities, the Local 

Governments, the Imperial Government, and the Secretary of State. If the 

Government of India were to remonstrate earnestly and strongly with the 

Secretary. - _ against an increase in the expenditure, the Daydn Prakdsh 
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e . 
feels sure that the protest would not be made in vain. But the indian tyots 
are not fortunate enough to get such administrators to rule them, as would take 
a true and lively interest'in their welfare. Parliament only ean exercise control 


over that great autocrat the Secretary of State ; but India has no representatives 
in that great assembly, and, therefore; her voice can never be heard there. The 
members of that great body are too ignorant and too apathetic to render any 
service to her in the way of redress; and the authorities avail themselves of 
this ignorance and apathy of the English nation in accomplishing their own 
personal or patty objects. ‘The Government of India assures the public through 


the Finance Minister, that the sum of rupees one kror and a half which is to be , 
raised to meet the probable famines in future years, will be scrupulously applied 


to that object only; and to nothing else: But a similar assurance is not vouch- 
safed as to the sum of 50,00,000 which is to be raised as a reserve; and the 
writer very strongly suspects that this surplus in the revenue will be made a 
ground to abolish the duties on the cotton manufactures imported into India— 
a measure which the Secretary of State is very anxious to bring about in order 
to secure for his party the good opinion of the influential Manchester people. 
The Dnydn Prakdsh fears that the present Viceroy; who belongs to the same 
political party, will not fail to land his influence in the same direction, and will 
try to gain the good-will of the influential cotton-lords at the sacrifice of the 
poor Indian tax-payers. | : 


The Bodha Sudhdékur (6) of the 26th December, but received on the 30th, 
oe ae has a very long editorial, headed, ‘‘ The Counterpart 
Notices the case of Mr.Mc- of the Fuller Case.” It is very deplorable, says the 
pin a bf —. bse band Sudhdékar, that the Europeans seem to get into a 
on him by the Court of Cal. regular habit of killing Natives as carelessly as they 
cutta, as extremely inade- Would kill brute animals. The Europeans who estab- 
quate, and asa political blun- lishefl the British rule in this country, not only did 
retest wg % a eg 4 not ill-treat the Natives, but manifested great interest 
rite vesale ~~ "8 in their welfare. Had they despise1 and ill-treated 
the Natives as their successors are doing at et 
they could not have obtained any footing in the country. The English are 
indebted for the establishment and maintenance of their rule in this country, 
mainly to the Native army and the Native good-will. The great Clive won the 
memorable battle of Plassey principally by the help of the Native sepoys and 
the Native intriguers. How far the co-operation of the Native princes and the 
Native populations was material in suppressing the great mutinies of 1857, is 
known to all thoughtful and wise English statesmen. The present generation 
of Europeans seems to have forgotten the wise political principle of keeping 
the subject-races contented, and, therefore, they now and then wantonly ill-treat 
them and create a feeling of discontent in them. After these remarks, the 
writer notices the case of Mr. McGregor of Assam, and condemns the sentence 
passed on him by the High Court of Calcutta as extremely inadequate. 


The Kiran (9) of the 30th December, in a short article, headed, ‘‘ Are we 


pate! Conquered,” questions the truth of the assertion some- 
Thinks that the relation , 


between the English rulers 
and the Native subjects is 
not that of the conquerors 
and conquered, but is more 
like that which existed be- 
tween the Patricians and the 
Plebeians of Rome. 


times made by some Englishmen, that India is a con- 
quered country and ought to be treated as such, and 
tries to show that the British Indian empire is the 
result not of English valour displayed on the field of 
battle, but of British intrigue and British diplomacy, 
and appeals to history im support of its assertion. 


The relation, he says, between the English rulers and 
the Native subjects is not exactly that of comquerors and conquered, it is 


more like that which existed between the Patricians and Plebeians of ancient 


Rome. 
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Doubts the assertion very 


often made, that the British 
Government in India is a Gov- 
ernment of laws, and thinks 
that, in truth, it is as arbi- 
trary and despotic as its pre- 


decessors, the Marathé and 


Mahomedan. governments, 
and tries to ‘prove its asser- 


6 

The Arunodaya (10) of the 30th December observes that many speakers 
| a and writers praise the present English Government 

of this country as the rule of law, while they brand . 

its predecessors, the Mardth4 and the Mahomedan 

Governments, as simply arbitrary despotisms. If 


one seriously thinks on the subject and begins to 


inquire into the claim of the former to a superiority. 


over the latter, one finds that the claim is not so ve 
clear. It is true, that the present administration is 
conducted according to certain written laws; but the 


tion. 


o) 


next question arises, Who frames these laws? Are 
they framed by Councils independent of the executive ? Some may answer the 


question in the affirmative, and point to the independent Native members of 
our Legislative Councils in support of the truth of their answer. But, when - 


we look to the real working of these Councils, we see that the laws they pass 
are the work of the majorities ; and those majorities are composed of the official 
members. Thus, though there are independent members, they are always in 


the minority ; and, therefore, their voice simply counts for nothing, The 
executive and the legislative functions are performed by the same persons. Thus, 


the present English Government is not less despotic and arbitrary than its 
nl sional the Mardtha and the Mogal Governments. The Bombay Govern- 
ment under Sir Richard has gone even further. If an independent member 
objects to a clause in a Bill brought before the Council, he is told that there is 
an.order of the Government of India to insert the clause in question into the 
Bill, and that, therefore, no one has a right to object to, or raise a discussion on 
it, Nay, the independent members are not allowed to see petitions and other 
papers connected with the Bills they are called upon to pass. All those who 
read the recent proceedings of our Legislative Councils must admit that what 
has been said above is no fancy of ours, but an actual fact. The Arunodaya 
prays Government to give up this course, which looks very arbitrary and 
despotic. oe a 


The Satya Sadan (19) of the 29th December, but received on the Ist Janu- 
| '- ary, in an article, headed ‘‘ A Strange Resolution of 
Hears that aaa _ Government regarding the Appointment of a.Chief 
sr a leaiiia Constable at Janjira,” states that Mr. A’bds Allikhdén, 
should be a Mahomedan, and. the late chief constable of Janjira, was suspended, 
condemns that resolution as and Mr. Dharmd Baldji, the chief constable of Mahdd, 
improper and unjustly partial anointed in is place. But subsequently Government 
to Mahomedans and gratui- . : a : 
tously insultingto the Hindus. 8 said to have made a resolution that the chief con- 
stable of Janjira should be a Mahomedan, and to have 
instructed the police authorities concerned to give effect to this resolution. 
The Sadan characterises the resolution as very strange and even improper 
under the present circumstances of the town of fanjira. It is not right in Gov- 
ernment to be partial to one sect or caste. Then, alluding to the great quarrel 
which recently occurred at Janjira between the Mahomedan and the ‘Hindu 
inhabitants of that place, and an official inquiry into which is going on at pre- 
sent, the writer observes that, if Government believes that a Hindu chief con- 
stable will unduly favour the Hindus, the same objection can be advanced, with 


equal force, against the appointment of a Mahomedan chief constable. In fact, 


it was the misconduct and oppression of the late Mahomedan chief constable | 
Mr. A‘bés Allikhén which caused so much annoyance and misery to the people 


and led to the great quarrel above referred to. Again, had a Mahomedan been 
appointed, in the first instance, in the place of Mr. A’b4s Allikhdn, there would 


have been nothing objectionable. But to supplant a Hindu officer by a Maho- - 
medan one, when the former has done nothing to deserve his removal, is to give - 


a gratuitous insult to the Hindus; and, therefore, the measure must “be condemn- 


ed as improper. The measure is sure to be regarded by the people as an at. 
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tempt on the part of Government to give an undue advantage to Mr. A’bas 
All ikhén and other Mahomedans implicated in the case above alluded to. The 
Political Agent of the Janjira State and Government are requested to give 
their serious attention to this subject, and to avoid the blunder pointed out above. 


The Guzerat Mitra (4) ve 30th December observes -~— the custom of 
siete, ibe eciding civil suits by the Panchdyats or private 
a: Sten te eek aie arbitration courts has descended in this country from 
on suits decided by private the most ancient times; that there were in olden 
arbitration courts, madeinthe times village Panchdyats, caste Panch4yats, and Pan- 
a — nee oe Se Tetgie- chayats of mercantile communities, iad in them civil 
cil of the Govern- 3. Dae 7 

ment of India. disputes of every kind were settled. The early British 
regulations were favourable to, and encouraged dect- 
sions by arbitration. Gradually this encouragement was withdrawn by subse- 
quent legislation, and Act 18 of 1869, for the first time, imposed on decrees by 
arbitration a stamp duty from which they were till then exempt. The ruinously | 
expensive dispensation of British justice has, within the last two years, given 


birth to private arbitration courts in several places in the Deccan. There are 


now such courts at Poona, Inddépur, Satara, Sholdpur, Ahmednagar, Tanna, 
Ratndégiri and Nasik, Supa, Karmala, Saswad, Talegaon, Khed, Junnar, Karjat, 
and Wai, and also at Ahmedabad in Guzerat. The court at Poona is parti- 
cularly doing famously, having decided 3,000 suits within the last two years. 
The Guzerat Mitra then complains against the increased stamp duties proposed ~ 
to be levied by Clauses A and B of Section 18 of Schedule I. and by adaes A 

and B of Section 6 of Schedule 4 of Bill No. 16 of 1877, or the new Stamp Bill 
of the Legislative Council of the Government of India, on arbitration suits, and 
observes that the proposed increase is unwise. It is not right to increase the 
burden of taxation of the poor people of India. It is the poor people who are 
more in need of justice, and the dispensation of justice ought not to be made 
dear to them. ‘The existing stamp duties which realize 25 lakhs of rupees, are 
a burden heavy in itself, and ought to be lightened. The Mitra is glad that 
the Sdérwajanik Sabh4 of Poona has submitted a protest against the proposed 
above-mentioned increase in stamp duties to His Excellency the Viceroy in 
Council, and hopes that due attention will be paid to the protest. (The Nydya 


_ Prakash (65) of the 31st December expresses somewhat similar sentiments). 


The same states that the new road from the Hope Bridge on the river 


Tapti at Surat to Rander is crossed in several places 


‘States that the road from P : ; 
thie: Hops Bridge at Suret to by ndlds, which ought to be either bridged over or 


Rander is crossed by nélds temporarily filled up with earth until the rains, as the 
in several places, and requests carts, particularly those laden with goods, experience 
the authorities concerned to great hardships in crossing them, and have sometimes 


bridge over these water- : se 3 
ocusees iA add Gel dart’ ales their axles broken in the attempt. The Mitra warns 


often break in crossing them. the authorities that if they fail to take immediately 
; one of the two steps above mentioned, they will have 


to pay damages for the carts which are broken at these spots. 


The Bombay Samdchér (45) of the 3rd January, in a leader, expresses great 


Wishes that high and 
lucrative offices would be 
conferred on deserving Na- 
tives at each commemoration 
of the day of the assumption 
of the Imperial title by Her 
Majesty the Queen. 


the public is glad to find 


joy at the bestowal of the honours of the Star of India 


“and of the new order ofthe Indian Empire on several 


European and Native officers and private gentlemen, 
in commemoration of the assumption of the Imperial 
title by Her Majesty on New Year’s day, 1877. The 


officers and gentlemen who have been fortunate 


enough to obtain the honours fully deserve them, and 


these gentlemen rewarded. The commemoration might 


have been made still more joyous to the public, had a few higher offices in the 


services been bestowed on deserving Native officers, as was done at the assump- 
tion of the Imperial title last year. The Samdchér hopes that ‘the future 


c 
e° 
er 
. 
e 
per 
i 
Be 


r 
Aaa 


oo 


7 


» poses to follow for meeting 


ru 
co 


8 


‘commemorations of the happy day of the assum ion of the Imperial title will — 


not be allowed to pass wit 
deserving Natives. 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 29th December, but received on the 31st, in 
Pi ora geemp obs oak pia referring to the statement made by Sir John Strachey 
made by Sir John Strachey 2 the Viceregal Council held on the 27th December, 
regarding the financial policy regarding the financial policy which the Government 
which the Government pro- proposes to follow for meeting the famine charges, 
observes that the Indian finances are in such a sound 
the charges for the past and — . a4. Oe : 

baiave fadtade he. ~ and progressive condition, that almost every year 
there is a balance on the credit side of about fifty lakhs 
of rupees. Notwithstanding this, Sir John wants to keep a margin for contin- 
gencies of another fifty lakhs; this he ought not to have desired. Properly 
‘speaking, Government wants to keep a margin not of fifty lakhs, but of one kror 
of rupees. Government wants also to levy permanently a kror and a half of 
ees every year to insure against future famines. And it could, if it wished, 
Hlect this sum without imposing a new tax, by due economy in the current 
expenditure of the State. But even supposing that there is nd room for wise 
economy, still the finances of India are in such a progressive condition that the 
amount can be realized from one or two items of revenue. After expressing its 
great. disapproval of the increase made by the Secretary of State for India in 
the military charges in the Home accounts to the amount of one kror of rupees 
during the last three pears, the Jame Jamsed observes that Lord Salisbury has 
made this increase at a time when there was great need of reduction in ‘the 
expenses; and that had he not made the increase, there would have been no 
need for fresh taxation. ‘India ought to submit a respectful petition to Parlia- 
ment to prevent the increase in the military expenses. The Indian Finance 
Minister has not said a word about the improved condition of the finances. 
Concurring with several sound financers, the Jéme Jamsed has shown on a 
former occasion that on account of the increase in the price of opium the reve- 
from opium will this year increase by a kror and a half of rupees. Again, the 
railways have earned this year a large amount by the carriage of grain to the 
famine-stricken districts, And, hence, it is not wrong to say that from these 
two sources there will be an increase in the revenue of about two to two and a 

half krors of rupees. Thus, there is no need for levying a new tax for realizin 
eighty lakhs of rupees. Sir John should have - detailed figures about the 
revenues from opium and railways ; and, had he done so, he would have seen that 
there was no need of fresh taxation. The Jdme Jamsed next proceeds to give 
its opinion on the measures which the Finance Minister has suggested for 
increasing the revenues to meet the famine charges. It observes that last week 
there was a rumour that Government intended to revive the detested income-tax; 
and this news created great alarm among the people. Government, however, 
intends to levy a tax on trades and professions, called the licence-tax; but this 
levy is of the same nature as that of the income-tax. The Finance Minister says 
that the maximum fee, which will be levied under the proposed licence-tax, will 
not exceed, in any case, two hundred rupees. This shows that for the purposes 
of this tax the trades and professions will be divided into different classes. In 
making this classification great difficulty is sure to be experienced. A trader in 

one article of commerce does not earn the same amount of profit as is realized b 
his brother-trader in the same article; and the same tax on both of them will be 
a great hardship to the one, who earns less, The licence-tax will thus be a cause 
of great complaint throughont the eountry. The Jéme Jamsed denounces the 
increase to the amount of 23 rupees per Indian maund to be made in the duty 
levied on salt in the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. The people of these 
Presidencies already suffer from the existing heavy duty on this ‘aleipthiakts 
necessary of life, They cannot make a sufficient use of it in their own food ; 
they cannot give it to their animals to keep them in health; nor can they use 

, ° : 


4nPp5—l 


out the bestowal of high and lucrative offices on 


eae gana ela 
# 


9 


it for agricultural purposes. Under such circumstances, to make an increase in 


the duty is certainly to effect an increase in the miseries of the people. The 
remedy adopted by the Finance Minister is worse than the disease. (The Bom- 
bay Samdchdr (45) and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (47) of the 29th December, but 
received on the 31st, the Rast Goftdr (48) of the 30th, and some other papers 
of the week express somewhat similar sentiments on the subject). — ae 


The same of the 3rd January, in a leader headed “ The Agitation among 
Great eagerness of, the ‘0 Mahomedans,” observes that the fall of Plevna, 


‘Mahomedans of India to as- and the surrender of the entire army of Osman Pacha, 
sist Turkey with men and which bravely defended that fortress, have spread | 


money in her ‘contest with 
Russia, and agitation among 
them for the same. 


great sorrow among all the Mahomedans of India. 
They heartily desire to assist the Sultan in this strug- 
gle with men and money; and with this object the 


‘Mahomedans of several cities and towns have co lected, and are collecting, 


subscriptions among themselves. The mother of the Begum of Bhopél has sent 


one lakh of rupees to Turkey. An influential Mahomedan has published in a 


newspaper of Oude that the fall of Plevna has spread sorrow among the Maho- 
medans, who intend to hold a large public gathering of Mahomedans at a place 
near Bombay, and to collect there subscriptions and an army of brave Pathdns, 
and to send the latter, at their own expense, to Constantinople to render help 
to the Sultan. These facts show plainly that the Mahomedans are trying to 
find out means to render help to the Porte. This agitation among the Maho- 
medans proves that they are grieving over the reverses encountered by Turkey, 
and are anxiously awaiting an opportunity to render aid to their co-religionists 
in Europe. They highly desire that the English Government should assist the 
Turks against Russia, and in the case of the British Government undertaking 
the work, they (the Mahomedans of India) are ready to enlist themselves under 
the English flag for helping Turkey. If England takes the part of Turkey and 
raises an army in India for sending it to the seat of war, thousands of Maho- 
medans will enlist for the service with geat alacrity. 


The Rast Goftér (48) of the 30th December is extremely glad to learn the 


Rejoices to. learn that 
General Kennedy is to be re- 
warded with a title for his 
important services in the re- 
cent Deccan famine. 


news that General Kennedy is to be rewarded on 
New Year’s day with some title. General Kennedy 
highly deserves some title from his Mistress and 
Sovereign for the unexampled success he has, by his 
services, achieved in the matter of the Deccan and 


the Madras famines. The General’s important services as a professional engi- 
neer, and particularly his great services during the recent famine, conspicuously 
mark him out as every way deserving of some title from Her Imperial Majesty’s 


Government. 


The Yajddn Parast (50) of the 30th December also spre the complaint 


Supports the complaint 
made by the Honourable Mr. 
Mahomed Ali Rogay in and 
out of the Council that the 
Legislative Council of Bom- 
bay does not work with suffi- 
cient independence. 


authorities. For instance 


made by the Honourable Mr. Mahomed Ali Rogay in 
and out of the Legislative Council, that the legislature 


of the Bombay Presidency does not work with in- 


dependence. This Council has enacted several laws 
which even the official members did not approve of, 
but which they supported with their votes simply 
because those measures were wanted by the superior 


e, though the Honourable Mr. Rogers was against the 


Cotton Frauds’ Act, he felt himself obliged to suppress his conscience and vote 
in favour of that measure, simply on the ground of his being an official member 
of the Council. Such instances as these compelled the Honourable Mr. Rogay 


to state that the Council did not act independently ; and the Native subjects of 


ae 


Her Majesty fully concur with him in this statement. The Parast highly praises 


4 


Mr. Rogay for boldly making the above statement, and for obj ecting to the’ 
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Cotton Frauds’ Act, as well as to the Bills for levying a duty on toddy, and to 
the several provisions of the municipal law for the town and island of Bombay. 


(The Samsher Bahddur (54) of the 2nd January expresses similar sentiments). 


The same approves of the financial policy which the Supreme Government 


_ Approves of the licy 
ei by Sir J shins Rhee. 
chey which the Government 
of India intends to follow for 
meeting the charges for the 
past and future famines. 


has recently announced for meeting the famine 
charges. The Parast is glad that the Government 
has thought it proper not to revive the hateful and 
hated income tax. It rather objects to the increase 
made in the duty levied on salt in the Bombay and 
the Madras Presidencies ; but observes that, notwith- 


standing this, the means adopted by the Indian Finance Minister to meet the 
charges incurred or hereafter to be incurred for famines are, on the whole, 


unobjectionable. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Karndtak Wartika (34) of the 30th December com- 


Compares the management 
of the municipalities of E Bel- 
gaum and of Dharwar with 
one another, and gives pre- 
ference to the Corporation of 
the former town over that of 
the latter in several matters. 


the management of the municipalities of Bel- 
gaum and of Dharwar with one another, and gives 
preference to the Corporation of the former town over 
that of the latter i several matters, such as the ar- 
rangement of lights; prohibition of carriages driving 
without lights at night; driving of cattle; arrange- 
ment and location of the fish and the flesh markets ; 


the public privies; grants to schools; construction of gutters, &c. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 3rd January wonders why Mr. 


A prayer to Government to 
improve the administration 
of the J h State, com- 
plaints about whose malad- 


ministration have ap in 
the Hitechchhu and ee ase 
rat Mitra (44) for some time 
past. 


Peile does not take an interest in the state of Jund- 
ae and effect an improvement in its admimistration. 

t is astonishing that, though the Hiteehchhu has been 
raising complaints against the administration of this 
State, and the Guzerat Mitra (44) is doing the same for 
the last six months, these complaints have not attract- 


ed the least attention of Government. This fact 


- becomes the more astonishing when we see that Mr. 
Peile has taken up vigorously ghe work of improving the administration of the 
Nawdnagar State. In doing this he has removed some defects of it, but has, 
unfortunately, entrusted the State to an unfit person like Mr. Kharkar. And 
yet the Political Agent gives no attention to the amelioration of the administra- 
tion’ of the Jundgarh State. Is this inattention to be attributed, as is popularly 
talked about, to the friendship existing between him and Mr. Jhald, or to some 
other cause? If Government really entertains any sympathy for the people 


of Kattywar, it ought at once to set to the work of ameliorating the adminis- 
tration of the Jun 


that the Nawab of this State is a weak and unlearned prince, and that the whole 
administration is carried on by Jamddér Bawdin, assisted by Mr. Jhaélé and 


Mr. Séle Hindi; that Mr. Jh4l4 is a veddnti who considers the world an illusion, 


and recognises no distinction between a good and a bad act ; that some of the 
acts of Mr. Sale Hindi, which have seen the light, are such as have made the 
ryots disgusted with him; and that Jamddér Bdwdin has for his secretary a 
young lad of about sixteen years, who is entrusted with very important work, 
and who misuses his authority by suppressing the cases of petitioners. 
5nP5—l ; a 
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d4garh State. The Hitechehhu then repeats the old complaints 
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The Guzerat Mitra (44) of vee? 30th te ap ina —_ headed “ The 
ne iwan of Jundgarh and Tyranny, No. 1,” gives two 

, Sn ape Ae — - instances of siseahisaiainenk in the administration of 

un, dministration of | | ) ex" 

the Jandgarh State. that State, and severely censures Réw Béhédur 
ee Gokalji Jhal4 for failing to do justice in them. These 
instances are given on the authority of a correspondent, and one of them is the 
complaint which has frequently appeared in the Guzerat Mitra itself, and which 
has been as frequently noticed in these summaries that a youth of about 19 
years, named Parshottamrdy,' has been entrasted with very important work 
transacted by the Huzur (by or in the name of the Nawdb), and. that ke does 


not discharge his duties properly. The other complaint of the Mitra is that a 


tyranny has been practised, without any cause, on Meher Gdngo Sheheno, the 


hereditary Patel of the village of Shilbagsar4. This Patel’s ancestors populated 


the village and rendered important services to the State in the matter of boun- 
dary disputes between Jundgarh and Porbandar. The Nawab acknowledged 
and rewarded their services with some rights and inams. In Samvat 1930 


.Meher Gdngo himself rendered yaluable aid in bringing under cultivation a 


slip of land reeovered from the Porbandar State, and has been rewarded with a 
piece of land.' In Samvat 1932 Mddhavr4w Bhimji, the Wahiwatddr of Bagsa- 
r4 and a great favourite of the Diwdn, was charged with bribery, and Meher 
Gdngo was in that case imprisoned. The -Wahiwatddér was immediately 
released ; but Meher Gdngo remains in jail for the last two years, and his 
case is not inquired into. Mr. Ismdl Seth obtained from this Patel, by inti- 
midation, an agreement that the latter would abide by any decision which the 
former might pass in his ease. After getting this agreement Mr. Ismal Seth 
has, without instituting any inquiry into the case, intimated to Meher Gango 
that he has been fined in the sum of 15,000 koris, and that he would not be 
liberated until the fine was recovered. The Guzerat Mitra asks the Diwdn of 
Jandgarh, ‘ has he inquired into the reason why the agreement was obtained 
from Meher Gango ? why has the latter been fined so heavily ? and why is he 
kept in prison so long ? | 


* KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
a Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruetion, 
Poona, 8th January 1878. 


BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS 


dtu. ented 


& 


pL ansaid 


ash 


Bd eka Seve at Sh Sue 


Mo 
Re 
8 


a Ree 


we 


att 


3 


fk 
he 
° 
Z he 
A 


For the Week ent 


. 
Y 


" r + » ee & 22 2 8s o 
, 


NATIVE | 


* 7 * * 


LIS! OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. eee 


7 Soppeeery 
‘Place of publication. 


» 


>? 


32 


33 


33 


33 


3? 


33 


33 


93 


33 


ee 


33 


%) 


33 


33 


9? 


33 


33 


39 


fear ~ 


The Indu Prak4sh sessesepeecceseesegerens 


” Native Opinion «,. eotaeGeoddedeecseececesee 


The Bia cee Miisckioss 


‘ ae 


ANoLo-MARa’THI, 


bi 7 


® * 


Dny4n Prak&sh 
Suryodaya iceitsceevanigteier dst ili 


+ 4 — 


Mahér4stra Mitra . dddSdogoucecec{oecnes 


Bodha Sudhékar .i,...sesescssssesees 


Dnyén hake... ceqsseteasensnn 
DnyAnodaya ..1....sevedecererersvees 


KGAM,,.esseecceserssseeeseesecenenenens 
Manra’THI. 


* & = . . 
m 


Jagan Mitra IEE ERS 
Belgaum Saméch6r . itepestenneen 


i” i> * a 


Wartamén Dipiké Si ee: 


: 1 “ 
. . a 


Nyaya Sindhu ois capes ckcnbdessenes 


? 


Shubha Baebes jorevsjahonscisan 
Parashu ... 


Kalpatara 


Khandesh Waibhaw 


* * i * 2 + 


eePCeeedceosedtgd¢e Ce Pgeceeseeeoeseeags 


* * ; « : 


CSCCOMM COL EEH ee ese Few geseoseee 


e¢geeceeocevessoes 


‘ 


Satya Sadan AOR 


. 


a 


Nasik Writt Fepisetd hep ruber 
Hitechchhu oe 
Dnyan Bodhak és delice cpiiasvsdanss 


. 


eee WECEN RTO CP 


| 


Satya ite So 


. : 


Hindu Punch.......-csesecssseeessssee 


Subodha Patriké , ea pereN ere 


~ A : 


Dharwar Writt 


¥ 4 
*. BGA 7 


Shiw4ji biissh heel vhs ns penises 


. 


Neger Saméchér. .. | a ee 


- the * 


| Bombay. ....-cecee 


3: *t 2 2 Oe eS 2 2 2 2S SS > s 


eeesecaceepe 


ison cid. seins 
Tanna ......+- Bibi 
Do. 
rt caw aa 
Bombay ........000 
POONM....0-000s000es 


@eeeteteeenes 


RMR coc ss ohecc 


Ratnégiri ......+.. 
Belg 
Bombay .. scdeiauen 


< 


iXinplages a 
ee See a hat 
| Jainkbindi igiees 
Shol&pur | vbesiei 
Dhulia sanicaitich | 
Alibhig ces.ccsscens 


a se . ‘ 


Kalidgi 
reese 
Ratnagiri vipesuepes 


t 


, 


. ' : Se 


Tanna ndnta Disied whore hed poeee* 


e¢gedgd@Peoeene eee 


eereee6808 


a 


* 
s * 5 


4 


Bombay .. see a ave - 
Dharwar... 


. x. 2 4 : 4 ; , 2 


Sorscorscer® 
OB? 


re ee 
« 


ygepeaeh: 


** & 2? ¢ 2 eae & 


ae 


‘Poona... rites aoe 


6 Z 
Kashta Witla cin:scoidsiccecn | 4 ae eeeee 
Swadesh Mitra .. | 


Seeeeeseeeeseveeeeeotes 


CF 6 Ae ek a alk 
x 4 ‘sa % 
. bal - 


er? . . € rerts 


SCeCCCE COR eee eI e068 


5s 


we 7 i 


waka an oe oe 
va ret 


aft 


. 


ABAD 


a nena 


- 


s 
2 ie hi Pe Pees arg i$ re oy xy 
v : % B®. * 
“ bo . * : Zz * re ~ 
es 
ae ek me A < ois 
7 , 3 x 4 
+ ae i Ps +. oP. & SOR ” 
i mS ’ + 


ANPOeoeneeresesersecnes 


‘ritt Sreemenenenscnenqnnens te 


Ae % 
Site +44e fay oak 


“egithy 
* 
2 


Do... 


ui. 


wt Eb As. 


tay ‘ied 
seo 


me eee veld ry 
eke ‘ae aw id dandan Bee 


Bi-weekly ... 
bibs Ot ae 


“ee ee iy 


eee 


e¢e! 


eee ‘ 


wee 


@ee 


¥ 


Cr een 
sey 


arnt 


* 


2g 


Pm 


a PS a sa 


§ 
if 


eoteesres 


ae? F «1 8) of 5 ae 
ag RE Ve iis Withee cic pernvee Piecing De) 
ee eee es eee ae Dor fj 200. 
ig 89] > Alzya Patrik. ssseesrsnnnessrsenseee Bombay .,,........,| Fortnightly .. 1,500 ? 
~, ae Moyer Paebtotti...s Do, .esseccreesseee] BicWeek ... 487 - 

: | ,, Wasai Saméchér... .., ...| Bassein ...,....,| Weekly ..1 

" | 2 | ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. -\ gee? pie eee 4 | | : 

~~ 42 | The Surya Prakihi .eresceeeeeeni UAE seesivssseseens| Weekly | 187 

“4g t,, Hiteohchhit sy.\....ccccsssseccccecce} Albtnedabed ..0.P DOS 4] 450 

oe UO i IR, Prec GOO L cdssssccdvectesscice) Beda ee Se 

oS 44 | The Guzerat Mitra 001... cscccccccsee SUMAG ed cme 


= aia! i inbay [Seer Bothbay 222::/.2::/| Daily « .. 
pe OO . Ce Oy De ee tt ab 
47 | 5 Akhbére Sowdégar ved A esceeemeee O ek ee 
8 yy Rast ee ee er Weel, « +4} 1,650 
2 Raa Parsi Punch Cea OR Sasciced ae a acela 
00 | » Yajdén Parast. ee anes on. | Do, “ 500 
ene a hi er a 

~~ 62 7 4, Deshi Be en ee ieee, See | 0. oO ae 900 

o 68 |, Sind Sit Bo cccieeneiceicscors| RUD coccensed PR oa a 
. oe ie Samsher AUT ¢...cesccesveseeveoee] Abtieds ida’ ahha. i) 200% poe 
. : & 9) 7 99 medabaid MES fons os eS: Aes peste Do. : Sus ett 60 : 
56 | , Kaira Wartaii seers] KAS ices] AOE wat § MOB 
: I Tie Katt ttywat’'8 <3 aad aide “RajKOU oS Ss hp 


Ne ane 58 OE ” Broac I isin eee ae c Lee ‘Broach © es ; aes eses me Mi Di . : my | « o0 | : 


¥ ° * ¥ " 


‘ " 2 Se Boge * b Ld nk Wb. ‘+e eee eae d 63 rive , , idaho > , Kae ee, SF oer. 
ras ti Prak wae e anes ‘TS RMI. cscecsnt eS 1b 


F 
on eee eer 


+ em 
a 
s 
” 
a 
" 


se 8 


. 
te 


ee@esaeee geese eeeseeeeeeeeeeeee 
* ra ‘ 


* % Lx 4 > : mae ct 4 5} eae, 
ST ee Ce PPR Oe “Bi nba eee ad) Par 4 BS 0. i 
tra SHCHOH OCH Hee eee FOH OEE erers om. | Ea 4g 


5 = 
is ; os 
- i, 61 ae \e “ oe | un - * + 4.0 A wt ie > #% Sea PF uke *eeeteeegeee J se * *@e¢ee 2 OO © re r a 4 ¢ 4 f ny 1 000 . 
é : et : 
| 33 CO eee eeOOrerererreeesseeesoees ® @eCececeseseen 
“ ¥ C ? 3 
ie 


& 
fess sec alot il 
s 
pa ® 7 
ws +s. : 
— 
© 
fam) 


; . Pak 
ot mbai *e* reer eae’ cee eaeeans 5 ad ah gas iit 
ide CPCS CAHSEE HSSCE HENS eee 0. eegeeceeeeeseoes 


eee 
a: r iz : : ae : 
‘ - a Z ¢ » £ m2 ie ’ es ee ‘ po , F es 4 
5 : =a ae 63. y Bh Lee eee eS eee se F975 Seale ine, ce ot See e« BCG DOET 100 
mee >? “ag: Sa COCR HCEH OSHS eesereBEeserersEege ura 0990000 60D OMO OS vt sa , 
ae pah4 a4 : ae SS oh OE 6 HR | ks 
. a : 4 | ; ei 43k pi whit bow 2, Wiss costes as 3S. mbay s debra bes ses 00 : 
; : ie 33> sito Raia: Sy P Mball inch digit Spach ftal canta ashy Peeern tts: y is : 
f ‘ 
ANae * Peake Ashi... Ihe ids de Nat letuaess Seo Og shea eae ‘ori : 600 
: ) nel CCRCOR CCE HER e ere es OOBRES oura Se SOC eeeseseas oi ¢ | 
32> PCR a AE” 4 ‘ ‘ 2. * } } ~ at vie rf a4 ¥ 7 “s 
ease Ves ELC S. [rer eaeaeenh ¢ eeeis ahi Bet oiak + mt 100 
Seca everererees seer roae wry esErvere es os ls 
' nie s P . 
» ie ? f Ae ee hk 2 
* beg tt pe pee PABA REE weet 4 4 t ees: j 
| | I 
eB, he B ; fi. * 2 & © @ 4. * 4 oe Bo a “ eee ss a ‘ : ee ry 3 1 5 
mba eevee eeeSeeece 0, gee 
teeeencereoaboaseeees| —" : 4 ; 
, boieeniotyy : od oMepimy ie ee 
pe aie kh eke ee eee eee 1 Des : ti . 0 
Fieonsbheedkeransbdkerees be Oe ere ees | 


% » ‘ 2 e 
i 18% MRE ae 
. i ae Se -- - F Pe at) : , ae 
vt ¥ 3, i’ es oe oe we ee ae eo a eae ae ee ét bs. Lee bs Sys SEES 4 


ae : 
: Ey MSM & 0% ae 


ser seeioneoores eee 


‘ * « 
ee ee a 


' 
2 The Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 6th January, in an article, headed “ Oppres- 


.,. gion by a European Magistrate,” in briefly noticing 
Bay ty de panies Woces the contents of the ek titions made to His Grace 
against the alleged arbitrary the Duke of Buckingham, by the people of the Gooty 


and oppressive doings of ‘T'aluka and of the Bellary District of the Madras 
Lieutenant Wilson, and de- 


TabHin a wiabths in ghticets Presidency, complaining of the oppressive and arbi- 
into these complaints. #tary ‘doings of Lieutenant Wilson, the Magistrate of 

_ that taluka, and published by the newspaper called 
the Madrdst in its issue of the 19th soe Sy observes that it is really very 
disgraceful to the enlightened British rule that such acts of gross oppression 
and tyranny should be: committed under it; and, referring to the: charge of 
disloyalty brought by the Honourable Mr. Eden against the Native Press, asks 
its readers to determine, whether it is the fault of the Government officers who 
perpetrate such arbitrary acts, or of the. Native Press which denounces them. 
The Native Opinion cannot believe that the latter abuses its liberty. Lieutenant 
Wilson is a man of a strange disposition. Besides, he allows himself to be led 
by his crafty and wicked underlings. The people of the taluka found them- 
selves so much oppressed that they were forced to abandon their homes and 
flee away. It is said that the Collector of Bellary is making secret inquiries 
into the conduct of Lieutenant Wilson. But, as the petitions above referred to 
have been made openly and publicly, Government ought to order a public. in- 
quiry into the conduct of this officer, and deal with him according to its results. 


‘The attention of the Noble Duke and of His Excelleney the Viceroy is urgently 


requested to this serious matter. 


_ The same, in another long leader, headed ‘‘ Government Sympathy for Culti- 


Condemns the alleged hos- V@tors, and its Consequenees,” observes that Govern- 
tile attitude of Government ment, under an impression that the Khots, J amindars, 


a the i J pincers, and Sowkars ruin the agricultural ryots by their exac- 
owkars, +» Who stand 4; . : ange @ 
Lik siedek Ghowaintainal Wid Yas tions, 1s trying hard and perseveringly to do away with 


agricultural ryots,and main. these classes of middlemen. The intention of Gov- 


tains that the existence of ernment may be excellent; but its measures are cal- 


these classes of middlemen is culated to do great harm to those very ryots whom 
beneficial both to the ryots 


they are meant to benefit. Then, alluding to the per- 
and even to Government, and, _. | are : 

therefore, the attempts of Sistent and steady efforts Government is making to 
Government to do away with reduce the classes which stand between Government 
these classes is a grievous and the ryots, such as the Khots in the Konkan, the 
aeneaeee Jamindars in Bengal, the Sowkars in the Deccan, &c., 
the Native Opinion observes that Government appears to think that it should 
have direct connection with ryots and should appropriate the gains of the 
middlemen mentioned above. But the change, when consummated, will not 
prove of any advantage to the poor ryots, but will have an opposite effect. The 
ryots, no doubt, are required to pay something over and above what they pay 
to Government; and one, on a superficial examination of the subject, is led to 
believe that, if these middlemen be removed, the ryots will gain this difference 
and will be richer for it. But the middlemen do not get their profit for 
nothing. ‘They earn it by rendering important services both to the ryots and to 
Government. They give to the ryots accommodation; take their payment 
at their convenience; grant them remissions, if necessary; and are useful to 
them in many other ways. They are not, like Government, rigorous in exact- 


ing their dues punetually. They do not like it put to a public auction the. 


domestic pots and pans of the poor ryots for the satisfaction of their demand, 
and reduce them to beggary. They do not exact, like it, from them the exor- 
bitant vate of interest of 16 per cent. An impartial inquiry will prove that 
Government, by its rigorous treatment, has reduced an infinitely greater num- 
_ber'‘of ryots to Sesaare. migration, and starvation, than has ever been 

to that state by the above-mentioned middlemen. They appear less hard- 


hearted than Government itself, which takes ‘so much delight in malignit 
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them. It is not less true of Governments than of individuals that one does not see 


his own faults as easily as one sees those of others. The Jamindérs are accused 


of increasing their rents exorbitantly ; but Government is not at all free from 
this charge. Again, if you will consult the ryot himself, you will find that 
he prefers a Jamindér, a Khot, or a Sowkdr before Government for his 
immediate master. Let Government reserve its superfluous anxiety for the ryot. 
The ryot does not want it. Then, referring to section 266 of the new Civil 
Procedure Act, the Opinion observes that Government believes that, by. passing 
this section, it has conferred a great benefit on the agricultural classes ; but 
Government is grievously mistaken. It has destroyed the credit of the ryot, 
and has hastened his ruin. He must now sell what he could formerly mortgage 
with advantage. The ryot cannot do without borrowing; but he cannot now 
borrow, because he can give no security to his Sowkér. Government would not 
lend him any money itself. Now the only thing he can do to get money, is to 
sell at a disadvantage what he has, and then become an outright beggar. He 
will not thank Government for this unwise mercy which is calculated to hasten 
his ruin. All these measures are eminently illustrative of the great foresight, 
rofound knowledge of the country and its people, practical statesmanship, and 
fivale interest for the welfare of the ryots possessed by our enlightened rulers. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 7th January has a long editorial, headed 
ii isk cay ee the | wngland’s Duty to India.” Alluding to the noble 
English nation to place im. and prompt help which England recently rendered to 
plicit trust in the wisdom India in the famine, the writer in the Dnyén Prakdsh 
and abilities of the Indian observes that this generous act of England, which 
rulers, -~ P08, cap ™. has laid India under an everlasting obligation, has 
mia srcmaleaeverawentiay proved that England will help India only when 
Indian authorities will certify that she needs its help, and not otherwise. Eng- 
land seems to place the most implicit trust in the wisdom and ability of those 
whom she deputes to govern this country, and thinks that they require no 
supervision. The writer very much questions the wisdom and propriety of this, 
and particularly wonders to find the people of England feeling such trust. The 
people of England need’ not be told that Governments are no more infallible 
than individuals, and, therefore, need as much supervision as individuals. 
Their own history proves the truth of the above propositions. And if they do 
not find it safe to trust implicitly in the wisdom and abilities of their own 
Government, how can they consistently put that trust in those whom the 
send to govern this country ? ‘To take one more instance from the famine 
_ itself, the Government of Bombay and the Supreme Government itself persisted 
in believing that they could manage the famine without calling in any aid from 
the public either in India or in other countries. It is needless to say that the 
belief of these great authorities was grievously erroneous. Had it not been for 
the great and rare courage of His Grace the Duke of Buckingham, the effects of 
that error would have proved much more disastrous than they have been, and 
England would have lost a proper opportunity of evincing her sympathy to her 
poor dependency. Poor India has no voice in Parliament; and if England 
persists in not believing in her grievances unless they are vouched for by her 


‘Governors, that is, by the parties complained against, her case must be very 
hard indeed. i 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 9th January, in referring to the maximum 


of the proposed licence-tax of 200 rupees on one in- 


Shows that the proposed dividual or a company, no matter howsoever great 


licence-tax will press unfairly 


a thaee Yaaeh able to bone his or its annual income be, observes that Govern- 


re, while falling very ment has determined this maximum in order to make 
lightly on.those ve oa base cae = a very lightly on influential European firms, 
it with ease; and accuses t re iti om th narter 
. dipcemasen ot rapceting te and thereby to prevent opposition from that quarter. 
a ie Labatt ects ‘ Government fears nothing from their comp 
They are never likely to make themselves h 
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those who can compel the Indian authorities to be just and moderate. The 
measure is denounced as both unjust and censurably partial. It will press un- 
fairly on those who are not able to bear its pressure with convenience, while it 


will fall lightly on those who can bear its pressure with ease. It is also- wrong 


financially. 


The Kiran (9) of the 6th Janu 


Complains that the dismis- 
sal of some persons belonging 
to the office (at Poona) of the 
Executive Engineer of the 
Irrigation Departmert, in 
consequence of some papers 
being missing, was an unjust 
and arbitrary act, and gives 
_ Yeasons in support of the 
complaint. 


secret is divulged, and th 


§s0me 


, in an, article, headed ‘“ What brings 
Justice into Disrepute ?” observes that, as Government 
is getting stronger, the justice administered under it, 
instead of becoming better, is rather deteriorating 
more and more. In the beginning of August last 
papers were missing from the office of Mr. 
Clerke, the Executive Engineer of the Irrigation De- 
partment (Poona), and about thirteen persons belong- 
ing to the said office were first suspended and after- 
wards dismissed in consequence of.the above occur- 
rence, If an official document is stolen or an official 


e real culprit remains undetected, suspicion, neces- 


sarily, attaches to all the people of that office in which the crime has occurred ; 
and justice requires that they all should be either dismissed or pardoned. Why 
were only some dismissed, and others retained in the above case? Moreover, 
the more astonishing circumstance in this case is that those who had the 
nearest connection with the missing documents were retained. Sometime 
afterwards the missing documents were discovered in the office itself. This fact 
militates altogether with the supposition that the real culprit can be among the 
dismissed parties. Being dismissed, he could have no opportunity of secretly 
sowie, the missing papers to their proper files. He, at all events, cannot be 


suppose 


to have done it (if he has done it at all) without the help of some in 


the office. The dismissed persons have sent an application to the authorities 


concerned for their restoration, and the writer in the Kiran 


ostpones his 


further remarks on the subject till the result of that application is known. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 6th January, in noticing the financial measures 


Tries to show that the true 
way of rendering the periodi- 
cal droughts less disastrous 
than they are at present, is to 
_ enable the ryots to grow more 
prosperous ; and that this ob- 
ject will be better attained by 
enforcing greater economy in 
the State expenditure than by 
multiplying taxes. 


oy promulgated by the Government of India 
through its financial member the Honourable Sir John 


Strachey, observes that the Government of India 
seems to attribute the distress caused by famines to 
the increasing population and to the diminishing pro- 
ductive powers of the soil. But the Aruncdaya, like 
the Native Opinion (2), does not believe in either of 
the above causes, and traces the evil to the general 
and increasing poverty of the masses ; which poverty, 
again, is traced to the administrative policy of the 


British Government, which annually sends such a large amount of money out _ 
of the country. The measures adopted by Government to mitigate the evils of. 
periodical famines will only tend to increase the poverty of the people, and 


thereby intensi 


the evil which they 


are intended to remedy. The real re- 


medy is to check the flow of wealth out of the country, and reduce the huge 


expenditure incurred by the State by paying extravagant salaries to Kuro 


ean 


officers. But to adopt this remedy is to injure the pecuniary interests of the 
ruling race ; and, therefore, neither the Government of India nor its influential, 
advisers can ever be expected to recommend that measure. 


The A'rya Warta (36) of the 5th January, but received on the 8th, in 


Condemns the increase in 
the salt duty as. highly unjust 
and censurable ; and observes 
that an increase in the duties 
of foreign articles of ‘luxury, 
such as finer cloth, &c., im- 


noticing the financial measures recently promulgated 
by the Government of Jndia, observes that, as was 
apprehended, the recent dire famine has resulted in — 
adding to the burden already heavy on the ryots, in 
the shape of new taxes—a fresh licence-tax and an | 
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ported from Europe, would bs increase in the tax on salt. has been done in 
appropriate, because order to enable Government to provide against recurs 
those who can bear it without Ting famines. The A’rya Warta, in common with 
mitch inconvenience. several of its vernacular contemporaries, asserts that 
Government could have obtained the above object by . 
enforcing a stricter economy ih the State expenditure, without having recourse 
to fresh taxes. Why are our rulers deaf to the remonstrances of the people? 
Are they not just? Do they not fear God before whom they 4re to give an 
account of their dealings with the people committed to their care? Are the 
suggestions made by the people impracticable? The writer confidently answers 
the last question in the negative. He also asserts that our rulers do not con- 
sult them and make them understand their difficulties. Governnient does not 
desire to deal with this country justly. If it was imperatively necessary to 
impose a fresh tax, why have they not chosen some foreign articles of luxury 
instead of selecting the universal necessary of life and health—salt ?- European 
articles of luxury could have been taxed more appropriately, because the burden 
would then have fallen on those who can bear it with less meonvenience, 


The Surya Prakash (42) of the 5th January, but received on the 6th, and 
| the Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 6th, also make adverse 
- gprstesscoe ~ = finan- observations on the a eo made by the 
oe . ) +, Honourable Sir John Strachey in the Legislative Coun- 
ames: oe See eae India on the 27th instant. These observations, the 
ae gist of which is that the proposed licence-tax and the 
increase in the duty on salt are unsuited to the impoverished condition of the 
people, and that the requisite saving for meeting the expenditure of past 
and future famines ought to be effected by a reduction in the current expendi- 
ture of the State, are similar to those which appeared in some of the vernacular 
papers of the last week, and which have been noticed at length in the last 
weekly summary. 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 7th January, in a long leader, states that it 
is highly desirable that the Native army should be 
Adyises the British Indian given a better military education than it possesses. 
Corpomens to give its Na- After alluding to the great civilizing and humanizing 
ve army a better military “alee ) ) 
education than it possesses @lfects of education on man, and after gratefully 
already. thanking the British Indian Government for intro- 
, ducing high and popular education among the people 
of this country, and after stating that public education has already achieved 
some good and promises to achieve more in course of time, the Jdme Jamsed says 
that very few men of the Native army know how to read and write, and that 
the large majority is altogether ignorant of even the alphabet. No attempt has 
ever been made to give this portion of the Indian army sufficient education to 
enable it to get improved knowledge of military matters of the presentday. It 
has no knowledge of military subjects beyond the few tactics taught a ‘its 
oficers. Without education a person does not become an efficient soldier in 
these days of progress. In the late Franco-German war the great success of 
the German forces is rightly attributed to the fact that every soldier of the 
German army was an educated person, while the French army mainly consisted 
of illiterate soldiers. All nations of Europe are aware of this fact ; and each 
of it is trying to give education to its army. There is no telling when the 
British Government will go to war with any of its European neighbours ; and — 
in such a case, if it finds it necessary to oppose the enemy with-a portion of 
its Indian army, it will find this army inferior to that of the enemy from its — 
ignorance. Such an army cannot stand long before educated soldiers, and — 
must meet with an easy defeat at their hands. It behoves the British Indian — 
Government, therefore, to sep at once to the work of educating its Indian — 
Native army. ae ee ee 
3 NP 12—1 
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The same observes that it does not understand why the Administrator 


ony ,,...  General’s Act is held applicable to the Parsi commu- 
Piss: Ray Arey are nity, when a large portion of the Native subjects of 
- ‘not be applied to the Pérsis, | the British Crown, as the Hindus, Mahomedans, and — 
: a. Buddhists have been exeluded from its operation. 
The original object of this Act is not to apply it to the Pf4rsis. Its aim is to 
- prevent i iit ag of the property of poor and heirless Europeans and 
other foreigners who die in this country. It behoves the authorities, therefore, 
to exempt the Pérsis from the operation of this Act by enacting, if necessary, 
a new law for their exemption. | 


_ The same of the 9th January, in noticing the neutrality of England in the 
present Turco-Russian war, observes that the people 
The public Native opinion of England, as is to be seen from English newspapers 
a agen approves of Eng- which are the true exponents of the English public 
Jand’s neutrality in the pre- ee ‘ 
asat Paros Riadien Wie. opinion, approve of England’s neutrality for reasons 
which are sound and just, considering the position 
taken by her since the commencement of hostilities between Russia and Turkey. 
The authorities in England seem to evince great anxiety to know what is the 
opinion of the Indian subjects of Great Britain on this important subject, and 
hold views opposed to each other regarding this matter. It is really difficult to 
ascertain public opinion in India. The people of the Mofussil generally do not 
give opinions on political matters except those which concern themselves closely, 
and the number of those who can form opinions on general subjects is very . 
small. Several newspapers are published in the Mofussil ; but their writers are 
generally persons who, wanting in long experience, are unable to form opinions 
worth mentioning on great general subjects. The people and the press of the 
Presidency cities and of a few cities of the Mofussil alone are able to discuss public 
questions. And, hence, the opinion of the press of the Presidency town of Bom- 
bay may be taken to represent the public opinion of this part of the country, 
and it coincides with the opinion expressed by the press of the other Presidency 
towns. The two or three papers published in Bombay for the Mahomedan 
community have been, since the commencement of the Tureo-Russian war, show- 
ing anxiety that England should go to the side of Turkey, and express regret 
that England has not yet done so. It is no wonder that they should show 
sympathy for their co-religionists in Europe, and consider Russia as a foe of 
their religion. But their opinion is not the opinion of all India. There are 
two parties among the papers which discuss matters without siding with any 
political party. One of these two parties represents the mercantile interest, 
and the other represents the educated classes and the services. The former 
heartily approves of the neutrality of England. The discreet portion of the 
latter party also approves of it, And, hence, the public Native opinion of India 


may be justly said to approve of England’s neutrality in the Turco-Russian 
war. 


The same, in noticing the death of the late Station-master of the G. I. P. 
ow: Railway station of Dhond, who was a conviet working 
siontle send aacamnod,, Out his sentence latterly with other convicts at the 
sufficiently good accommoda- Me POSS ) 
tion for convicts working on Neera bridge irrigational works, observes that there 


the Neera bridge irrigationa) prevails afever of a bad type at these works, and four- 
works, and that several of teen convicts out of thosesent from the Erowda Jail, and 
them haye died from feyer. 


| several from those from the Poona City Jail, died from 
it. It is said that the fever has broken out on account of the great cold which 
prevailed last week, and that there is no good accommodation for the convicts. 
The Jéme Jamsed requests the attention of the authorities concerned tothis matter. 


The same of the 10th January, in a leader, headed. “The Increase made 
in the Duty on Salt,” raises a severe complaint against 
Condemns ‘the recent in. . the inerease recently made in the duty levied on salt 


. crease made in the duty levied in the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies. | Most 
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on salt in the Bombay and of the new , observes the Jame Jamsed, have | 

the Madras Presidencies. failed to consider the famine budget ¢stimate of Sir 
John Strachey, and have opined that there is nothing in it very objectionable. — 
But the Jdme Jamsed has already shown, at some length, how objectionable that 
document is, and how much misery will be inflicted upon the people by the. 
taxes proposed therein. Of these new impositions the increase made in the duty 
on salt in the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies is the most. objectionable. 
Before these increase a paili of salt cost two annas, and the increase in duty has 
raised the price of the same quantity to three annas; and thus the price of this 
indispensable necessary of life has gone up fifty percent. After repeating that 
this article of universal consumption is used to feed animals upon and in the 
cultivation of land, the Jéme Jamsed observes that this great increase is felt b 
the poor people, particularly in these times when high prices rule in the bazér ; 
and it has created dissatisfaction throughout the country. Government has 
made the increase in the duty on salt to enable it to leave a balance of 50 lakhs 
annually over the expenditure. There was no need for doing so. Hitherto no 
such margin for contingencies was kept, and there is no need to keep it now b 
_ creating so great misery and dissatisfaction among the people. In conclusion, 
the Jdme Jamsed exhorts the conference held at Calcutta of newspaper proprie- 
tors and the public associations of the country to represent this subject properly 
to the Supreme Government, and get it not only to withdraw the increase, but 
effect a decrease in the duty on salt levied es the recent increase. (The 
Deshi Mitra (52) of the same date contains a short conversation among the 
people of several classes on the recent increase made in the duty on salt, each 
of whom highly condemns the increase as it will inflict great misery on them. 
A European among these persons asks—‘‘ Why do you speak ill of Government ? 
You seem to have no sense ; for what the Government takes from you it spends 
entirely on your own welfare. If, in spite of its goodness, you accuse it falsely, 

ou are certainly very foolish.” This reply does not satisfy the hearers, who 
observe that he is of such an opinion because he gets high pay and does not 
feel any inconvenience from the increase made in the duty on salt.) 


The Rést Goftdr (48) of the 6th January, in a short leader, headed ‘ Im- 


States that the Govern perial Concessions,” observes that the Government of 
ment of India felicitates it. 01a, in its despatch to the Home Government, giv- - 


if in its despatch to the img an account of the great Imperial Assemblage at 
eens. Ganninan on the Delhi of the lst January 1877, in connection with the 
alleged satisfaction “g the assumption of the Imperial title by Her Majesty the 
a. Sagas asta scein, Queen, shows pride and satisfaction by observing that 
of the Imperial Assemblage the gifts made and the rights conceded in connection 
at Delhi of 1st January i877. with the Imperial ceremonies have pleased the Indian 


But the truth is that the gybjects. The Mahomedans of Delhi are sai 
siecle gue Aimeebiafied foe not 1<¢ e said to be 


uo Ore 4:7 highly pleased with the restoration to them of the 
ota os ‘as creat ca seg Fatepuri and the Jinatul mosques. And the libera- 
| tion of 16,000 prisoners is said to have spread happi- 
ness in their families in the most remote and out-of-the-way villages of the em- 
pire. These occurrences certainly must have produced the effects attributed to 
them. But the Government exaggerates the satisfaction created by the con- 
cessions of other rights, and the Rast Goftar is sorry to say that it cannot agree 
with Government upon this point. The Indian subjects were very anxiously 
expecting to get some substantial and important political rights on the occasion — 
of the Imperial Assemblage. But that expectation was not fulfilled by a:liberal 
ift of empty titles and medals. The dissatisfaction existing among the people 
for being excluded from an enjoyment of great political rights was increased — 
by the above disappointment. And since then the Rdst Goftdr had had to 
perform the unpleasant duty of informing Government from time to time of the — 
farther increase of that dissatisfaction. : Wie Rae pa ee 
4n Pp 12—1 ) | ee 
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The same is sorry to find that great injustice has been dorie to Bombay in 
| Pe _the distribution of the new order of the Indian em- 
Injustic ne Dae —_ Me ire. There is a complaint ie see entooniee of 
romans, ing ‘ribution Of ~=BReneal look with envy upon Bombay ; and it is con- 

| Tndian rs eaoage gg aeinaa by the partiality Swe in the distribution of 
Bae. the new order above mentioned. The distribution has 

been made by the higher authorities at Calcutta ; and it is enough to prove 
their partiality by observing that they have conferred the titles of the order on 
the Judges of the High Courts of Bengal and the North-West Provinces, but they 
have not invésted the Puisne-judges or even the Chief Judge of the High Court 
of Bombay with any title. There is no objection against investing Justice 


Jackson and Justice Turner with the new order. But why have Chief Justice 


Sir Michael wisi 4 and Justices Sir Charles Sargent, West, and Bayley, 


who are not less entitled to honour on account of their great learning and pro- | 


ficiency, been altogether ignored ? 


The Yadén Parast (50) of the 6th January is much disappointed to see 
that a “ private” Darbdr was held for the bestowal of 

Complains that the Darbér the insignia of the Star of India on the Honourables 
ete on uesday last for Messrs. Wishwandth Néréyan Mandalik and Dosébhai 
pad beg on the oo Frémji Kardké. The Parast observes. that a public 
ables Mr. Wishwandth Néré- Darbar should have been held for that occasion to give 
yan Mandalik and Mr. Dosé- it due importance:ond publicity. It also complains 
rains whinge 3 en x4 ©‘thateditors of Vernacular newspapers at the Presi- 
sok Ge Native siete ce dency were not invited to the Darbér. When the 
not invited to this Darbar. editors of the Times of India and the Bombay Gazette 
were honoured with invitations, there was no reason to 


exclude from the same courtesy to the editors of the Native papers. 


The Samsher Bahddur (54) of the 9th January revives the old complaint 
_. frequently made by itself and several of its contem- 
en oe a4 gy aueeg poraries against the practice of forcing. cartmen 
shad bs fconsd tahoe " against their will to serve Government officials. ‘The 
} Samsher gives a recent instance in support of its com- 
plaint. Last week, it says, some policemen were seen on the public road on 
which the office of the Samsher Béhddur is situated, in Ahmedabad, forcibly 
compelling some cartmen to go with them, and ill-treating them. The Samsher 
condemns in the usual terms the wrong practice of exacting forced labour, and 
wonders why Europeans cannot get carts with the willing consent of cartmen as 
thousands of Natives do, and why they have to obtain assistance of the police, 
and prays His Excellency the Viceroy to effectually put down the practice of 
forced labour, which is a standing blot on the British administration. 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (55) of the 2nd January, but received on the 9th, 

notes some of the provisions of the new Stamp Bill of 

rca the new Stamp- the Government of India, and points out that, in 

ill of the Legislative Council ho Nae in th hae f 
of the Government of India. *i0Se Cases as well as in many others, the framers 0 
the Bill have doubled and sometimes even trebled the 

stamp-duties levied under the existing Stamp and Court Fees’ Acts. The 
arguments set forth in condemnation of this Bill are similar to those advanced 


by several of its vernacular contemporaries, and noticed more fully in some of 
the previous weekly reports. | 


The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 8th January condemns the increase made 


Condemnation of the in- 1 the duty levied on salt in the Bombay and the 
crease made inthe duty levied Madras Presidencies, for reasons similar to those ad- 
on salt in the Bombay and vanced by several of its contemporaries, and noticed 
the Madras Presidencies. at some len gth in the previous weekly eee 
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_ The same states that séveral wells of the village of Wadiy4l, and the one on 


Asks thé Local Fund Com- dilapidated condition, and travellers are put to great 
ned att fa Where ‘Tale. inconvenience in getting water out of them. ‘ The 


vend the road between the Local Fund Committee of the zillah is-requested to 
villages of Karméd and repair these wells at once. The same committee is 


Manubar. = also asked to repair the road between the villages of 
r Karméd and Manubar which has fallen into disrepair, 


causing great annoyance to carts going over if, particularly at the Manubar 


tank. 


: The same complains that gamblers openly gamble 

wate bod oro ig near thé ginning factories and on the Bholaw road 

sir aks Eeutis openly on + Broach, and requests the police to get them pun- 

ceviain roada of thet tow. sree ey often entice and plunder travellers on 
| | those roads: | . 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (45) of the 5th January, but received on the 7th, 


in a leader, headed ‘* The increased Death-rate of 


4 ge aay . oe — Bombay,” complains that the rate of death has consi- 
- Geath-rate in the Uity of bom- . 
elder, conde gee requests the Health Department to find out the causes 


remove its cause. of this increase and -to remove them. In the week 

| | ending 2nd January 1877 there were 433 deaths, and 
this number gave a proportion of 38 deaths per thousand souls. When this 
number of deaths is compared with the number of deaths which occurred in the 
same week of the five years preceding the last year, the increase in the morta- 
lity appears plain enough. For the average death-rate of these five years was 
390, and the proportion per thousand men was 80 deaths. This increase in the 
mortality in 1877 the municipal authorities attributed to the large influx of men 
into Bombay from the famine-stricken districts and to the great death-rate 
among them. This ground, however, does not now exist. Of the large influx 
of the famine-stricken people the greater number has returned to their respec- 
tive villages, and the few who have remained here, are employed and in good 
condition, since none of the emaciated and weak persons who abounded in Bom- 
bay in the time of the famine are now to be seen here. Notwithstanding this, 
the death-rate which prevailed at the commencement of 1877 has not only not 
‘ lessened, but has actually increased. The mortality of Bombay for the week 
ending the lst January was 526, and this number gives a proportion of 40 
deaths per thousand men. There must be some other cause than famine for 


this large increase ; and it behoves the Health Department to find it out and to 
remove it. 


Native States. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 6th January, in an article, headed ‘“ The 
Fitness of the Diwdn of Jundgarh,” makes a severe 

G 2. serene, slack arg attack on Mr. Gokalji Jhélé. We have given, observes 
the Janigarh State. the Mitra, a real picture of this Diwén by mentioning 


of the Diwan with appropriaté proofs and instances. And that picture con- 


rag # roves that Mr. Jhald is unfitted to conduct the administration of a | 


State. 


oNP 12—1 


derably increased of late in the Island of Bombay, and. | 


from time to time in our columns the various evil acts — 
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during the rest of his administration. But, we are constrained to say, that the 
continuance of Mr. Jhdlé at Jandégarh is a dark spot in his otherwise fair ad- 
ministration. Colonel Anderson, the late Political Agent of Kattywar, was 
convinced that Mr. Jhdlé exercised tyranny on the ryots of Jundgarh. He 
therefore nally went to Jundgarh and got him dismissed, and thus relieved 
the ryots from his tyranny. But the time had not yet arrived for them to be 
freed from their misfortunes. For some reasons best known to himself, Mr. 
Peile took the side of Mr. Jhélé and got him reinstated. The Jundgarh Darbdr 
saw that it was useless to oppose Mr. Peile’s wishes, and submitted tothem. Since 
his restoration to the office of the Diwan, Mr. Jh4l4 has eommeneed to exercise 
great tyranny on the ryots, the Girdsids, and the officers and servants of the State 
indiscriminately. In times previous to his removal from office by Colonel 
Anderson, he was not so very tyrannical. Since his restoration he has become 
a great tyrant. He freely uses abusive language in his talk. He has most 
openly ruined the Desdéi of Shemrdal4. That act. of his may not be inappropri- 
ately likened to simple plunder. In this ease Mr. Peile has introduced a new 
principle in Kattywar; and it is this, that a big Tdlukdar has a right, if he 
pleases to exercise it, to forcibly deprive an independent Girdsié of his land. Is 
this justice? Mr. Jhdlé has also deprived Des4i Narbheshankar of Und of his 
village of Lambdhéar ; but that case will be noticed hereafter. The Govern- 
ments of the Chiefs of Kattywar are not constitutional administrations; and 
hence impartial and honest Diwdns are required for these Chiefs. But Mr. 
Jhalé is not so: He does nothing but strive to benefit his master, and has ex- 
_ercised tyranny on the subjects and the Girdsids of the State. If he had not 
Mr. Narsingprasdd to give him advice now and then, his evil acts would not 
have taken so long to come to light. Mr. Jhalé is not accessible either to the 
ryots or the officers of the State. He goes to the Darbdr at irregular times, and 
the petitioners are detained long, and oftentimes disappointed. It is true that 
he does not receive bribes; but he uses oftentimes unscrupulous means, as 18 
proved oY his intercepting letters addressed to other persons. He has imposed 
duties which are a great tyranny on the poor people. For instance, the duties 
on tobacco, salt, and forest produce are no little loss and misery to the poor. 
Mr. Peile ought to get such a person removed from the administration of the 
Jundhgar State. 


The Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 9th January states that a eomplaint has 
appeared that Mr. Ndrdyan Ganesh Deshpande, the 
~ Complains that Mr. Naré- Kadrbhari of the Sangli State, exercises great tyranny 
ee ie the on the people of it, and, consequently, several of them 
S  biects of have left their h and migrated to other places. 

tyranny on the subjects of SGVO tell UneIr DOMES One miler econo 
that State. It is said that the Kdrbhéri brings charges on rich 
Sowkdrs ands sends them to prison, and dismisses the 
servants of the State. It is astonishing that Colonel Schneider, the Political 
Agent, Southern Maratha Country, who is at Kolh4pur and so near Sangli, does 
not seem to give any attention to this grave matter. It is desirable, therefore, 

that Government should at once direet its attention to this subject. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
| Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 15th January 1878. 
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The Public Administration. ; 


* 


~The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 14th, January, in an ‘editorial, headed ‘ The 


ew Taxes resorted to in order to indemnify *Govern- 
ment for the Expenditure it has incurred for relieving 
Famine Distress,” refers to the new burdens recentl 
imposed on the country by the Government of India. 
The writer very strongly questions the wisdom, pro- 
priety, and humanity of the increase made in the duty 
on salt; an article which is allowed, on all hands, to 


_ Animadyerts on the finan- 
- elal measures recently pro- 
mulgated by the Government 
of India through its Finance 
Minister, in order to recoup 
itself for the expenditure it 
has incurred and may incur 
hereafter in relieving famine 
distress. ae es: j 
| health, and even of life itself. This increase is specially 
censurable at this time, when the oer are so thoroughly exhausted from the 
effects of the recent dire famine, and when they are in so much need of recruit- 
ing their strength and health. . Referring to the assertion of the Honourable Sir 
John Strachey that the increased duty on salt would not lessen the consump- 
tion of that necessary article, the Indu Prakdsh observes that it is this very 
characteristic of this article which renders a heavy tax on it so very cruel and 
condemnable. Again, it is very doubtful, in spite of the assertion of the finan- 
cial member, whether the increased duty will not lead to a reduced consumption 
of this article, and thereby to a deterioration of the general physique of the 
people. Then, alluding to the equalization of the duty and to the very small 


reduction of the salt duty in Bengal and the North-West Provinces, the Indu © 


Prakésh remarks that the population of the Bombay and the Madras Presiden- 
cies, though numerically smaller than that of Bengal and the North-West Pro- 
vinces, consumes even more salt than is consumed by the people of the two 
latter big provinces put together ; and the Government of India is not unaware 
of this curious fact. Thus, while Bengal and the North-West Provinces will get 
only a very inappreciable benefit from the change, the Bombay. and the Madras 
Presidencies will have to pay nearly 50 per cent more than the old rate on their 
salt. Then, reférring to the proposal for imposing a licence-tax, the writer in 

the Indu Prakash questions the fairness of this imposition,. which proposes to 
touch the pockets of the big and influential European traders and men of 
business so lightly, and to exempt altogether the big salaried European and 
Native officers who, surely, ought to be made to bear a proper share of the 
general burden which is meant to fall almost exclusively on the smaller Native 
traders and artizans,—the very classes which have suffered most from the selfish 
commercial policy of our kind rulers. Properly speaking, the great European 
officers and the great European merchants, who derive such signal and exclusive 
advantages from the present rule, ought justly to be called upon to bear their 
just share of the burden imposed for the well-being of the empire. But this 
justice cannot be expected from a Finance Minister, who, last year, in a public 
speech, boldly avowed his predilections in favour of the English interest while 
the question of the import duties was discussed in the Supreme Legislative 


Council. (The Arunodaya (10) of the 13th January also expresses similar views 
on these financial measures. ) ee 


- The Native Opimion (2) of the 13th January has a long leader, headed ‘‘ Bur- 


be so very necessary for the preservation of proper 


Complains of the unjust 
dealings of England towards 
this country ; enumerates se- 
veral instances in support of 
the complaint ; and prays the 
English nation to give its im- 
partial attention to this rea- 


sonable and just complaint, . 


and to remove it. 


dens imposed apes India.” A foreign rule howsoever 
civilized and enlightened, says the writer, necessarily 
proves detrimental to the country on which it is im- 
posed. It is not the fault of the foreign rulers that it 
is so. It is the nnavoidable result of the fact that 
they are foreigners. ‘The writer compares the present 
British rule with the old Mahomedan rule, and shows, 


as has been repeatedly done by several public writers, | 
Pe | that the latter was not, on the whole, so injurious ‘to the — 
interests of this country as the former is. The Mahomedan rulers, th 
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different. oe ay and nationality, were permanent settlers in this countr 
Again, they did not exclude so thoroughly the Natives from sharing in the 
administration as the English have done. Under the English Government the “‘ 
Natives have lost not only their political power, but also ‘their industries, com- 
merce, and every thing that makes a nation great and prosperous. Then, © a 
alluding to the race-partiality of the English rulers and the pretexts they use to a 
_ saddle every possible burden on the revenues of this country to benefit England, : 
the writer once more alludes to the féte once given to a late Sultan of Turkey ; 
to the saddling of the expenses of the embassies to Persia and China on India; 
to the entire exclusion of the Natives from the higher posts in the services; to 
refusing any representation in the Parliament,—a concession which has been 
willingly given by the Governments of Portugal and France to their small 
‘dependencies; to the sumptuous salaries, pensions, &c., given to the European ‘' 
officers, both here and at home; to the keeping of the military reserves in 
England ; and, above all, to the great and glaring injustice of paying a per- 
‘manent compensation to the heirs of the share-holders of the late East India 
Company for the supposed loss they have suffered in consequence of the transfer 
of the Government of this country to the Crown. The writer shows, at some 
length, the great injustice of this last huge charge on the Indian revenues—an 
injustice, he says, which is freely admitted even by several English statesmen 
who prefer justice and fair-play to selfishness and race-partiality. The article 
concludes by a strong sinned to the justice and good sense of the English nation 
to give its impartial attention to this miserable condition of this poor dependency, 
and to relieve its wretched people from the unjust and unbearable burdens 
under which they are groaning. | 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 14th January has a long leader, headed 
_. The Necessity of an Imperial Grant to India.” The 
sarge Imperial Boo, Proposal, says the writer, which was made by some 
rh treasury to Pdia whe, generous constituencies of Britain to the English 4 
the latter is in pecuniary dis. Government, to vote a grant from the English trea- 8 
tress. The grant is advocated sgyry to India to enable her to get out of the distress 
re a anaes i nicest of the late dire famine, was really a very wise pro- | 
nation to take a greater inter. posal, and ought to have met with encouragement 
est in Indian affairs than from all thoughtful and foresighted statesmen who 
they do at present than for have the good of both the countries at heart. Some 
the grant iteelf. object to the proposal saying that, if the Indian 
authorities see that they can expect help from England in their financial difficul- . 
ties, they will grow careless and extravagant; and thus the measure, instead of 
curing, will aggravate theevil. But the Dnydn Prakdsh does not see much force 
in this objection. The English Government, that is, the English Parliament, 
has supreme control over the Indian authorities. These authorities owe their 
nomination to that great body. The Secretary of State who acknowledges no 
authority whatever in India, and who too often spends the Indian money even 
against the wishes of the Indian Government, is responsible to Parliament only. 
At present England loses nothing if the Indian authorities misspend the Indian 
revenues ; and, consequently, the English nation and the English Parliament 
can afford to remain in gross ignorance of Indian affairs and to trust implicitly 
to the wisdom of the indian authorities. But, if England recognizes her duty 
to give pecuniary help to India when she is in distress, the English Parlia- . a 
ment will be forced to give up its censurable apathy regarding this poor depend- et 
ency, and will try and get the necessary information to enable it to exer- an 
cise 4 proper and AE Seog supervision over its affairs, as it is its duty “a. ah 
This supervision will be the greatest advantage to India; and it is for this . | 
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The same of the 17th January has a long article, headed “‘ The Inefficiency 
Notices the i «nthe 01, the Local Police.” At present, says the writer, the 
ciate Uh ean beteks ngand ¢rimes of house-breaking and of theft have so greatly 
theft in the City of Poona; increased in Poona that scarcely a day passes with- 
_ blames the local police for its out one hearing a case of these crimes. The police 
alleged inefficiency; and re- of Poona was never very remarkable for its efficiency 


e 


eer 4 ooncmeeong or smartness; but now it has fallen into such a 


shamefully low condition that there is scarcely any 

difference between having such a police and no police at all. The police is 
always believed to keep the criminal classes in terror; but this normal relation 
has been reversed, and our’ police remains in terror of thieves from whom it 
now and then receives a thrashing! The writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh feels no 
hesitation in saying that almost all the higher officers of the local police are 
unfit for the duties entrusted to them. Some of them have got the posts they 
occupy through mere influence, and others have got theirs without any body 
caring to ascertain whether they were or were not fit for them. The way in 
which thefts are allowed to be committed proves our police officers to poms 
no qualifications whatever essential in good police officers. Houses are broken 
into, and thefts committed in the great thoroughfares and in the most populous 
arts of the town ; but not even one of these crimes is detected by the police. 
o new thieves of extraordinary skill ean be said to have come to this city. 


The fact seems that the old thieves of the place, having been convineed of the 


thorough worthlessness of the present police, have commenced their present 
daring course. It cannot also be said that the City Police Inspector nid other 
higher officers of the local force are new men unacquainted with the place. 
They have been serving here for years together; and, if they are not well 
acquainted with the thieves of this locality and with their ways of disposing of 
the stolen property, they must be denounced as persons devoid of ordinary 
sense and skill, We believed that Mr. Trenn and his coadjutors were well 
informed on the above matters; but we are forced to admit that we were 
mistaken. Mr. Trenn appears to be a very active and smart officer; but the 

esent lamentable state of the force under him shows that the above qualities 
noticed in him are only apparent, and that his long experience with the place 
is of no use to the public. We do not know whether this officer allows his 


activity to evaporate in small things, and reserves nothing of it to be employed 


on the matters of greater importance connected with the duties of his office, 
or whether he has become tired of this city. Certain it is that, if he wishes to 
mend matters and impress the public with the efficiency of the force under him, 
he must change his present course, or his superiors must transfer him, and 
bring to his place a more efficient man. The article concludes with urgently 
drawing the attention of Government to this serious matter, and earnestly 
requesting it to do the needful to remove the loud complaint of the people 
regarding the alleged inefficiency of the police of this old and great city. | 


The Kiran (9) of the 13th January, in an article, headed ‘ English 

' Polities, and the War in Europe,” observes that 

one re See a eo neutral the policy our rulers are following makes one think 
Poa Parkch wan ant think, that they are tired of India. The war which is now 
that this inactivity is liable raging in Europe is highly calculated to affect the 
to be interpreted to the disad- interests of England and of India. For, if Russia 
pines aba yea a f thie Succeeds in conquering Turkey, she may, it 1s 
ee feared, in the flush of the great victory, invade this 
old country; and to allow the people of India to 

entertain the above apprehension is to facilitate the course of Russia in attack- 


ing thig country. It has often been publicly said that England derives no 


benefit from holding the Government of India; she rather suffers a loss ; and if 
this view is true, our English rulers will never continue a course of conduct 
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- which they believé occasions a loss to their nation. They acquired this country 


for commercial benefits; they have drained it of its wealth, and, as they find 
that no more wealth can be obtained from this dependency, they seem to think 


of abandoning it to cruel Russia. The incre duty on salt and the neutral - 


policy in the Russo-Turkish war raise the above thoughts in the mind of the 
writer in the Kiran. England has been showing a thorough effeminateness from 
the beginning.of this war. Fora time it manifested some spirit; but a sharp 
communication from Russia cooled that spirit; and the English ministers felt no 
shame in submitting to this arrogance of the St. Petersburg Cabinet... England 
has never been famous for heroism. According to the popular belief, it owes 
its great Indian empire more to diplomacy and craftiness than to bravery. 
Whether this popular belief is well founded or not, we will not stop to inquire 
here. This inactivity of England causes us much uneasiness about our aideky. 


- 


It is very surprising that England is yielding to the mere appearances of Russia. 


The Kiran has to say something more on the subject, but reserves it to a future 
oOcCas1on. 


The same has another article, headed “Further Taxation is Welcome.” 
eS eee The people of this country, says the writer, are in 
Rejoices at the increase of sn extremely wretched condition: They hardly earn 
taxation, believing that the 7 : : 2 eae, Ver 
increase will render thé bur. Hough to live upon, and yet they are burdened with 
den unbearable,and thus tits a heavy taxation. They have just come out of a 
the people inopposingit; and dreadful famine, in which thousands of them died of 


thereby will induce the Gov- 4° | os acs 
Geumssnk ta give tia secous starvation. In such a crisis our Government has 


attention to the subject. thought it proper to impose on them fresh taxes. The — 


thing, however, deserves congratulations. For the 
ryots do not seem to be thoroughly annoyed as yet. But when they become so, 
and when they are unable to put up with the annoyance and distress, they will 


create disturbances, and then the 7 of the authorities will be opened, ‘and 


they will cease to oppress them. The newspapers raise complaints in behalf 
of the people; but their cries go for nothing. The public associations also 
remonstrate; but their remonstrances also do not meet with a better success. 


The English Government is not unmindful of the grievances of its subjects, 


when it is convinced of their truth and reasonableness. The late agrarian riots 
are known to all. They at once attracted the notice of Government, which 
immediately appointed a Commission to inquire into their causes. The Com- 
mission made a report on the subject, which led to several material changes 
in the Civil Procedure Code. The evil was repeatedly noticed by the native 
press before the riots, but to no purpose. Government did not believe what the 
native press said. Why does not Government believe the statements of the 
native press? Is it because the press does not perform its duty properly, or 
because Government does not care about its utterances? The writer in the 
Kiran cannot say that the press is ignorant of its proper duties. The papers 
X88 out what they believe to be the truth. But Government does not mind 
eir utterances. The ryots are to be blamed for this disbelief of Government. 
For, as Government finds its taxes realized, it naturally disbelieves the state- 
ments of the press regarding the helpless condition of the ryots. But the little 
roperty they had, in the shape of domestic pots and pans, has disappeared in the 
late famine. Now, ifthey unanimously plead their inability to pay its increased 
demand, Government will be induced to consider the matter. The English 
Government is very kind towards its subjects; and if they unanimously 
represent to it their grievances, it is sure to give a willing ear to their com- 
laints. Thus the increased tax on salt is a matter rather to be rejoiced at, 
1e increased tax being universal, will press upon all with equally unbearable 
severity, and thus may unite all in opposition. The writer then sarcastically 


suggests to impose a tax on air—the only necessary of life which has remained . 


untaxed as yet—and observes that, if Government contrives some way of taxing 


this article, the measure will remove all possibility of a deficit. The writer . 
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also accuses Government of a trick of proposing a higher rate than it means 

to settle finally, when a new tax is proposed ; and when the people raise a cry 
against the imposition, it makes a compromise, gives up the excess, and thus 
seems to have made a concession to the wishes of the people. Let the people 
be aware of this trick of Government. , 


a? 


The Karndtak Wartika (34) of the 13th January also joins the rest of its 
contemporaries in condemning the new taxes recentl 

Codemns the fresh taxes, snnounced by the Government of India as canatiele 
- Dike Baie expeods and harsh, and in asserting that the wiser and juster 
ture. course would have been to reduce some of the items of 
| the existing State expenditure. In the opinion of the 

Wartika, the expenditure incurred for the India House is extremely extravagant, 
and the Indian Government ought to protest strongly against it, in behalf of 
the millions committed to its eare ; and the Parliament, which has the supreme 
control over the management of the empire, ought to compel the Secretary of 
State to reduce that expenditure to a reasonable figure. According to what the 
Wartika has heard, the annual expenditure of the India House is five krors of 
rupees,—that is, one-tenth of the revenue of the empire. Her Imperial Majecty 
is said to have about 16 ministers, of whom the Secretary of State for India is 
only one; and if every one of them were to have as expensive an establishment 


as the Indian Secretary has, the revenues of Britain would be mostly consumed 


by the establishments of the ministers alone. The writer admits that his in- 
formation on the above subject is not as thorough and reliable as he would wish 
to have; still he has no doubt that if the Parliament wished it could reduce the 
Home charges without impairing the efficiency of the establishments. The 
Public Works Department is another proper field for exercising economy, if 
our Government js really and sincerely desirous to be economical. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad, of the 17th Janu- 
Vomplaiue that 6 vaccine 2? writing from Pétadi, complains that small-pox has 
tor has not visited Pétadi been raging at that place forthe last four months, and 
during the last three years, has carried off, and is still carrying off, many children. 
and that small-pox is commit- Ny vaccinator has ever visited the place and operated 
fing great havoc at that place. 407 the children during the period of the last three 
ears. The writer earnestly draws the attention of the Collector and of his 
Assistant in charge of the taluka to this serious matter. : . 


The Bombay Samachdr (45) of the 18th January approves of the provision in 

the new Civil Procedure Code exempting ai attach- 

_ Approves of the provision ment and sale the land, implements of agriculture, 
in the new. Civil Procedure cattle useful for tillage, &c., of an agricultural i 


spa erga cape ie pipers in satisfaction of a debt due by him, as it thinks that 


tural implements, &., of the it will prevent the ruin of the ryot toa certain extent. 
cultivating classes for their If the late agrarian disturbances of the Deccan, and > 


ae and asks Government the Commission appointed to inquire into their causes 
to effect a reduction in the ‘ : 
heavy land assessment to be- Dd to suggest means for their cure, have done any 
nefit these classes completely. good, it is the above-mentioned proyision in the new 
| : ivil Procedure Code, It is, however, the minor of 
the two measures which Government could take to improve the condition of 
the agricultural classes. The greater and more effective measure which Goy- 
ernment should have taken to protect the ryots from getting into the clutches 
of the crafty and usurious money-lenders, was to lessen the heavy land assess- 
nase ahah is the principal cause of the ryots resorting to the Sowkars an 
falling easy victims to chair snares. Had Government taken this means, if 
at certainly have proved of vast advantage to the ryots. But Government 
has thought it proper to leave it aside, and to adopt the one of lesser impor- 


tance. In the case of mortgaged lands the Collectors are authorized to get 


» 


- 


them under their management, and to pay the sum raised on them to the credi- 
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tors ; and thus to reserve the proprietary eg of the owners untouched. This 


provision, in one way, protects a ryot in debt from being ruined and becoming 
a pauper. But, on the other hand, it has taken away the best security on 
which the money-lenders gave debts to the ryots; and thereis a ag pro- 


bability of the ryots not getting credit as easily as they hitherto did, and of 


: 
sat at 


suffering great inconvenience on occasions of real and legitimate need, and of: 


‘Government having to suffer indirectly on account of the same. However, 
this provision is not so very condemnable as some persons try to make it out,— 
it wil do good to the ryots to some extent. T'wo causes principally contribute 
to the ryots’ indebtedness and subsequent ruin. One of these is the high land 
‘assessment, and the other the — expenses they make on marriages and 
on similar occasions. The ryots know well enough that they must pay the 
land assessment, and there is no escape without payment of the same. They 
must now be obliged to curtail those profuse expenses on marriages, &c., and 
thus one of the two causes, which lead a ryot to indebtedness and the subse- 
quent ruin, will be stopped. But the other cause, viz., the heavy land assess- 
ment, remains unremoved, and for it he must resort to the money-lender. If 
Government really wishes to improve the condition of the ryots, it must re- 
move this cause also, by effecting a sufficient reduction in the heavy assess« 
ment. 


The Rédst Goftér (48) of the 13th January briefly, but forcibly, gives its 

[ | opinion on the financial measures recently introduced 

| Coniloenantiin at tie — by Sir John Strachey. The press has already, observes 
pve by Sir John = lle the Kast Goftdr, with an unanimous voice condemned 


| the sy? promulgated financial policy of the Supreme 
Government, Government has, after the late fearful famine, thought it fit not 


to give its attention to any reduction in the terrible and lavish State expendi-. 


_ ture, and to impose upon the people the heavy burden of two krors of rupees to 

be realized by new taxes. ‘’his news has hurt the feelings of the discriminat- 
ing portion of the public. The present time was the fittest time to effect a 
reduction in the expenses of the administration, and to avoid thereby the neces- 
sity of imposing fresh taxes. But Government has left this right course and 
taken a wrong one. In the first place, there exists an objection to the grounds 
of the new taxes. Government wants to reserve annually a kror and a half 
of rupees to provide against future famines. It is, however, not likely that this 
sum would remain in reserve. It is to sink in the frightful gulf of the public 
works. And, hence, it is not right to impose new taxes for collecting that 
amount. Government also wants to leave an annual balance of fifty lakhs as 
a margin for contingencies. ‘I'he wheel of the State has gone on hitherto un- 
impeded without such a large annual margin, and every year there remains a 
balance from the annual revenues after defraying the annual expenditure. Gov- 
ernment could also, if it wished, adopt the expedient of curtailing a little the 
State expenses, and effect some saving. The people have but recently passed 
through a dreadful famine, which has only just ended; and in such hard times 
to impose new taxes for leaving such a heavy annual margin for contingencies, 
is a misguided policy indeed. Now, let us see what kind of taxes are to be 
imposed. ‘The proposed licence-tax leaves ‘out the rich and presses upon the 
poor people. The increase in the salt duty falls upon the people of the Bombay 
and the Madras Presidencies—the very people who recently suffered from famine, 


and who still suffer from a scarcity of food. And it isa tax on an indispensable 
article of daily consumption. If such a wrong ‘gaan had been adopted in 


ave failed to change at once | 
the ministry in office. (The Guzerat Samdchér (62) of the 12th January, but ‘ 


England, the people thereof would certainly not 


received on the 14th, repeats a few of the above observations), 


The same, in a short para., headed “ 1,50,000 a Mile,” observes. that some 
‘Complains that H. H. the people say that the British Indian Government spends 


Holkar and the Nizam have money on building railways and not on constructing — 
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railways than the cost for the former works than by the latter. We do not 
— 2 bring this charge; but it 4 no wonder that such a 

nee charge is preferred against Government, asthe new 
-Holkar State Railway on the narrow gauge; which the Government has built for 
His Highness, has cost Rs. 1,50,000 per mile. The broad gauge railways 
built in the British territory have cost only 60 to 80 thousand rupees a mile ; 
and, hence, there appears a complaint that England has made Holkar and the 
Nizam pay much more heavily for the railways built in their respective ter- 


ritories. 


' The Yajdén Parast (50) of the 13th J anuary, in a para., headed ‘‘ An 
Empty Noise of Titles,” observes that the bestowal of 


s ; | : 7 
had to ig hag for their canals in India, because England is more profitted by 


Observes that Her Imperial titles of the orders of the Indian. Empire and of the 


Majesty should, on the anni- 
versary of the assumption of 
the Imperial title, confer on 
Her Indian subjects substan- 
tial political rights instead of 
titles on a few of them. 


Crown of India on the anniversary of the assumption 
of the Imperial title by Her Majesty the Queen, 
benefits a very small portion of the people of India, 


and not all the subjects of Her Imperial Majesty alike. 


And, hence, the conferring such titles cannot be consi- 
dered a favour made to the general public. On the last anniversary Her Most 


Gracious Imperial Majesty should have taken the opportunity of bestowing 


some substantial rights on Her Indian subjects; and such a concession would 
prove more grateful to them than the titles mentioned above. 


The Ahmedabad Samdchér (54) of the 19th January, but received on: the 
oe 14th, also complains that the absence of an Assistant 
of Complains that the absence J udge and Session Judge at Ahmedabad has caused 
an Assistant Judge for the ane . : 
Ahmedabad Zillah has pro. great inconvenience to the people of that and Kaira 
duced great inconvenience to Districts. For the last two or three months, says the 
a people, and requests Samdchdr, the Session Judge of Ahmedabad has to 
acct “spend the whole month, though he sits up every day 
till late in the evening, in hearing and disposing of 
criminal cases ; and, therefore, he finds no time to devote to civil work. The 
parties in civil cases suffer great inconvenience from this state of things. The 
District of Kaira is bigger than that of Ahmedabad, and several serious crimes, 
as murder, &c., take place in it. Formerly there were in the Ahmedabad Zillah 
a Judge, an Assistant Judge, anda Joint Judge. Now, however, there is the first- 


mentioned officer only, and he finds the work very heavy. All the papers of - 


Ahmedabad have raised a complaint on this subject, but Government has not 
yet removed it. What is the meaning of this? Is it that Government does 
not wish to appoint a European civilian as an assistant toa native civilian 
judge? If it be not so, Government should make haste to send an assistant, 
and —— the complaint from which the people of the two districts suffer so 
mucn, | | 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 15th January 


a en  eereres states that several vegetable-sellers and dealers in 


vegetable-sellers and other 
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dealers at Broach use short 
weights and false scales, and 
requests the police to get 
them punished. oe 


The same has heard 


States that a band of rob- 
bers, armed with bows and 
arrows, moves about on the 
road between the customs 
house and Behecharaji’s tem- 
ple at Broach, — 


miscellaneous articles at Broach use short weights and! 
false scales, and requests the police of that town to 
apprehend them for the frauds. 


that a band of robbers, armed with bows and arrows, 

moves about every night on the road between the 
customs house and the temple of Behechardji at 
Broach. The Mangal requests, the City Police In- 
spector of Broach to inquire into the truth of this 
report, and to adopt the requisite steps to put down 
the highwaymen, if he finds the report to be true. — 
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10 
Municipalities. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 12th January, but received on the 13th, 
oe i ds Mucuiat. observes that the recent Government Resolution order- 
Beg ye to divide the 12g Municipal Corporations never to realize the taxes 
work of the Secretary between by giving contracts for them, and to collect them. 
him and Mr. Henn, when the themselves, will, perhaps, cause the Corporations to — 
a Mh ee spend a little more money to collect the taxes than 
“tion of the Municipal taxes. | When they were realized through thé agency of con- 
2 5 aes tracts. But this arrangement raises hopes of the 
ople faring better at the hands’ of the Corporation than they fared at the 
ands of contractors. It would be well if the Surat Municipality, which will 
presently act under the above-mentioned Resolution, attended to the suggestion 
made below. Fora short period in the time of the Secretary, the ots Mr. 
Péndurang Baélkrishna, the Municipality conducted the business of realizing 
Municipal taxes itself, and the Secretary was entrusted with the work of exercis- 
ing supervision over it; and then he had little time left to do the work of his 
office. The Secretary has to discharge numerous duties, and the work of 
supervising the recovery of taxes is so highly important that, if it is neglected 
even a little, there is a likelihood of the Municipality experiencing a heavy loss. 
It will be better, therefore, if the Corporation, in entrusting the work of supervi- 
sion of recovery to the Secretary, divides the rest of his work with Mr. pg 
The Municipality will have to raise the salaries of these officers; but it will 
save, by adopting the suggestion, a great deal more. | 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 10th January, but received on 
the 13th, states that, at the general meeting of the 

ai dtlestioel Ws pabiak fe Municipal Commissioners of the City of Ahmedabad 
general "information, every held this week, the budget for the next year, the 
item of business, particularly proposition for new water-works, and other matters, 
the annual Municipal budget, altogether more than twenty different subjects, were 
— the same is placed be- brought forward; but no previous intimation about 

fore a general meeting of the - : Ss , 

Municipal Commissioners. the same was given to the people. This way of doing 
Municipal business is objectionable. It is not right to 

transact the business of the Corporation without giving previous notice of the 
same to the people, and ascertaining the popular opinion on it. The Municipal 
budget particularly ought to be published, for general information, one month 
before the date of placing it before the general meeting of the Commissioners, 
so that the Commissioners should have an opportunity of ascertaining the 
popular opinion on it, and the people should get time | opportunity to pro- 
test against the doings of the Commissioners to the Revenue Commissioner, if 
they thought there was ground for it. A copy of the programme of business to 
be laid before every general meeting of Commissioners ought also to be sent to 
the newspapers for the information of the people. The attention of the Muni- 
cipal Secretary is requested to this subject, 


N. aiiue States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 10th January, 


but received on the 13th, complains that highway- 


Annoyance of highway- yohberies frequently occur in the neighbourhood of 


robbers near Patan, in the 
Gaikwad’s territory. 


days ago a number of carts loaded. with merchandise stopped for a night’s halt 
within the precincts of the village of Rajpur, which is two miles distant from 
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Patan, the principal place of a mahal of that name in 
. the Géikwdd’s State,—a complaint which has frequently 
appeared in the Hitechchhu and other papers of Guzerat, and which has been as 
frequently noticed in these summaries. The correspondent states that a few 
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- Pétan. At night thirty- five mounted highwaymen came to attack and plunder - 


the carts. The cartmon opposed the highwayinen, and two of them went to 
the Lakshmipura gate ofthe town of Pétan to obtain aid. They loudly called 
out at this gate for assistance ; but it was not opened by the gate-keepers, nor 
was any assistance rendered to them. The Mheta of Mandi, however, took 
notice of this disturbance, and sent twenty men out. The arrival of these men 
made the robbers run away. It is also said that the authorities of Pd4tan took 
no notice of a complaint made to them that salt to the Pdélanpur Agency was 
stolen at a place near Patan. A few days ago some merchants of Bomba 
arrived at the spot near Pétan where the mosque of Khoja Khadarpir is situated. 
To give them a welcome and bring them into the town of Pdtan, some merchants 
of the latter town went there. Both the guests and the hosts were plundered 
there by highway robbers. ‘The writer wonders how the improved administra- 
tion of Sir T.. Médhawréw permits so much audacity on the part of highway 
robbers. (A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 16th January, in 
noticing the above-mentioned instance of armed mounted robbers having come 
to attack carts near Pdtan, states that the cartmen went to the Lakshmipura 
gate of Pétan and loudly called out for assistance, but the gate-keepers did not 


open the gate to them, and the carts were plundered by the highwaymen. The 


writer censures the Gdikwdd’s Government for such a state of things). 


. The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 138th January praises Mr. Haridés Wihdridds, 
i _, the Kaérbhari of the Wadhwan State, for apprehending 
_ Praises Mr, Haridis Wiba- five out of the band of highwaymen which has been 
ridés, the Karbhéri of Wadh- f : ca dat; : 
wén, for apprehending some f0F some time past committing depredations in the 
of the highwaymen who have northern prdnt of the Gdikwad’s territory. For the 
been plundering in the Gaik- last year and a half a band of highwaymen plundered 
— 8 territory for some time travellers in the northern prant of the Géikw4d’s ter- 
ae ritory even during the day. _ The band formerly con- 
sisted of two or three highwaymen; but it is said now to consist of about 
thirty-five robbers. The Gdikwdd’s Government has as yet been unsuccessful 
in its attempts to apprehend these highwaymen, who, in the dress of the horse- 
men of the Gdikwad’s r4j, used to plunder travellers near the principal places 
in the Gdikwédi, as if in defiance of that Government. Recently a party out 
of this band plundered near the village of Simala, which is situated between 
Wadhwan and Limri; and another party plundered near the village of Bala, 
' in the Wadhwén State. On Mr. Haridés getting information of these crimes, 
he immediately sent after the highwaymen some Sowars, who have succeeded 
in apprehending five robbers with stolen property in their possession. Three 
of them were taken prisoner in the village of Akhiyana near Paétadi; and two 
of them were apprehended in the village of Bhojwa, in the Viramgém par- 
gana. An attempt is also being made to apprehend the rest of the band. One 
of the highwaymen taken prisoner was found in possession of a lady’s glove 
with the initials B. L. M. or L. E. M. marked on it. The trial of these high- 
waymen will shortly take place before the Karbhari of the Wadhwan State. In 
conclusion, the Guzerat Mitra requests Government to take a due notice of the 
service rendered by the Karbhdéri in apprehending these highwaymen. 


The same, in a leader, asks the question, ‘ Who is the real Political Agent 
of Kattywar?” and replies that, in the case of the 


. Peile, th : sin ane 
arose ot oh vi Jundgarh State, the authority of a Political Agent is 


for allowing the Diwan of the exercised by Mr. Gokalji Jhal4, the Diwdn of that 
Jundgarh State tooverrule his State, The amplification made on this subject con- 


decision on the claim of ® +2ns most of the observations made by the Mitra in 


Gide its last issue, in complaining against the doings of 
Mr. Jhald, and noticed at some length in the last weekly report. The Mitra 
censures Mr, Peile for allowing the Diwdn to overrule his decision in the case 
of a Desdi. in : ti 
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“The same contains a communication, headed “The Distinction made in 


the Native State of Gondal in dispensing Justice be- 
tween the N and Persons of other Castes, No. XL,” 
= os hes the Spe O assy aha one instance —— eres 

gars and the peop of the charge. It is very similar to those whi 
seed eeplartany se gs i appeared in some of the previous numbers of 
pie ed in support of the the Guzerat Mitra, and were fully noticed in some of 

accusation. the previous weekly reports. | 


A correspondent of the acts age egy A 45) e the 1 “ay J - : i 
». received on the 14th, complains that at the Dar 

: Pong nc tical Agent of Katty: held at Rajkot on the Ist fedsaitt for presenting the 
war, showed disrespect to the insignia of the Star of India to the Jam of Nawdnagar 
Chiefsassembled at theDarbér and some other Chiefs of Kattywar, Mr. Peile, the 
at fsageaci ll 2 ta 1 iw Political Agent of that province, showed a slight to 
anes than those given to those Chiefs by giving them in the DaPbar seats lower 
the Assistants of the Political than they were hitherto given on such occasions. At 
the Darbar of lst January the Agent sat on the 


_ Accuses the suthorities of 
the Gondal State of making 
distinction between the 


Agency. 
central seat made for him, and immediately on his right hand his Assistants 
were seated. Next to these officers the Jam of Nawdnagar, the Raja of Dhran- 


adra, and other Chiefs of Kattywar were made to sit according to their respec- 


tiverank. On the left hand of the Political Agent the ladies and military offi- 
cers were seated. Thus a great disrespect was shown to the Chiefs of pry Stem 
—a disrespect which they did not hitherto meet with even at the hands of officers 
higher than the Political Agent. Sir Bartle Frere, when Governor of Bombay, 
once held a Darbdér at Porbandar. Sir Seymore Fitzgerald and Sir Philip 
Wodehouse held similar Darbdérs at Rajkot. In each of these Darbirs Their 
Excellencies made the Rajds sit immediately on their right hand according to 


their respective rank, and made the Political Agent and other Agency officers © 


sit on their left hand. At the Darbar of the lst January Mr. Peile ignored this 
right and courteous precedent, and gave seats to the Rajds lower than those 
given to his own Assistants, by placing the latter immediately on his right 

hand, and the former next to'them. For this unprecedented disrespect to 
themselves the Chiefs ought to obtain redress by making a protest against it 
to Government. If they have left in themselves a spark of the old heroic pride 
and self-respect of the Kshatri race, they will not fail to make this protest. If 
_ they silently gulp down the dishonour, they will henceforward be. brought down 
to.the rank of common patels, and will not get the honour due to their rank and 
position. 


The Guzerat Samdchdr (62) of the 12th January, but received on the 14th, 


Accuses certain officers of 
the State of Sachin with al- 
lowing carts laden with toddy 
belonging to certain parties 
to enter that State, in spite of 
prohibition of the prac- 
tice. 


- tion of this prohibition, y 


--and pass thro 
accusation. 


. belon 
‘the n 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 


contains a communication, the writer of which states 
that, though there exists a prohibition by the authori- 
ties of the State of Sachin against carts laden with 
the toddy-juice brought from the Gdikwad’s territory 
entering that State, and though this prohibition is in 
force for the last twelve years, and though Mr. 
Ollivant issued last year proclamations in confirma- 


et some officers of the State permit such carts to enter 
h the State. The writer gives an instance in support of this 
_ He says that Akhubhai Fakirbhdi of Sondri, Parsi Kaéwasji Dada- 
bhéi of Jidw, Parsi Bamanji Fakirbhéi of Gabheni, and Patel. B 
_ Hirébhdi of Bhestén have a liquor-shop in the village 
_to them are allowed to come. The writer requests Babdsdheb, the — 
ackin, to inquire into this matter, and offers to come out and give 
proofs of the accusation. oe 


bhéi 
Jidw, and toddy carts 


~ KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Poona, 22nd January 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


: ie The Indu Prakdsh (1) ofthe 21st January, in an article, headed “ The New 


Dt icence-tax,” notices the Bill, prepared and published 
Accuses the authorities of by the Bombay Government, to legalize the tax in 


pater sage etme si question, and laying down the mode in which it is to 
sn ag bg : be levied. After giving the substance of the Bill, the 


Indu Prakdsh observes that this tax is to continue as 


Jong as there are fears of famines occurring, or, at least, as long as Lord Lytton - 


and Sir John Strachey remain in power. The writer cannot say that the scheme 
of this tax is very wisely and fairly conceived... It is'something like punishing 
an innocent, but helpless, man for the fault of an influential criminal. The tax 
is to be levied indiscriminately from those who can, and from those who cannot, 
bear its burden with convenience. Nay, it exempts many: of those who, in all 


justice, ought to contribute their proper share. ‘'he authorities have shown > 


their race-partiality in the most glaring manner. The Indu Prakdsh also shares, 
with its contemporaries, the suspicion that the authorities have created a surplus 
in order to carry out their long-cherished determination, to benefit their influen- 
tial friends, the cotton-lords of Manchester, by abolishing the import duties on 
their goods. | | 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 20th January, in an article, headed ‘‘ New 
Taxes to make up the Deficit caused by the Famine,” 
Animadverts on the new observes that it does not appear to be the intention of 
taxes and on the use pro- (Government to apply the proceeds of the newly im- 
posed to be made of their f ie oe to’ find 
proceeds. posed taxes for the formation of a separate fun 
eee specially to be used in relieving the distress of future 
famines or for the payment of debts incurred during past famines. Weare told in 
general terms that during the last five years Government has spent 16,00,00,000 
rupees in mitigating the effects of famines. But we are not told whether the 
whole sum was spent irrecoverably in feeding the famine-stricken people, or any 
oh of it laid out on reproductive public works. If any part was spent on the 
atter, it ought not to be charged to the famine account. ‘The recent famine, 
from its severity and magnitude, let the public to think seriously of these visita- 
tions ; and it was believed that so much speculation on the subject would result 
in Government adopting some effectual measures for the prevention of future 
famines. The Indian ryots are found much fault with for their improvidence, 
but it was not considered likely that Government would be guilty of the same 
thoughtlessness and improvidence. In order to guard against future famines, 
Government does not think of laying by a fund or of lessening its old debt, but 
thinks of constructing new railways, water-works, &c., and thereby increasing 


| the supply of food and facilitating its conveyance from place to place. It 


forgets the lesson taught by the recent famine, that to mitigate a famine itis not 


enough to have corn in the markets. . In the late famine it was not the want of 


corn, but the want of money to buy corn with, which exposed the ryots to 
starvation and death. The proceeds of.the new taxes are to be laid out on new 


-irrigational works and new railways; but the writer does not know how the 


simple increase of corn and the greater facilities of conveyance are to help 


poole whe are without money. The simple sight of food will not allay their. 
hunger. Thus, if the dreadful calamity recurs, Government will be obliged to 
incur a fresh debt and impose a fresh burden on the people. Then, referring to 
the new taxes themselves, the Opinion regrets that Government has thought — 
proper to impose a fresh and heavy burden on. those very people who have 
suffered most from the late famine. It has raised the salt duties fifty per cent in 


this and in the Madras Presidency where the famine raged most furiously. The 


new licence-tax also will fall with Avene severity on the poor classes, and will 
slightly, or allow them to escape altogether. 


touch their richer brethren only 
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The writer also expresses a stron, icion that the increased surplus provided 

yy the authorities will be aned Sy them in. iingia about their longchershed 
object of remitting the import duties on the cotton fabrics of Manchester, and, 
thus, of benefiting the influential cotton-lords of England, at the sacrifice of the 
mill-owners of this poor country. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 21st January once more has a leader, head- 
: | ed ‘‘ Necessity of an Imperial Grant to India.” This 
Criticisms on the obser- time the writer attempts a reply to the observations 
vations of Sir John Strachey made by the Honourable Sir John Strachey in con- 
about the financial independ- . ‘ : . : | 
‘ence of the Government of ection with this subject, in his last financial speech 
India. TheDnydn Prakésh of the 27th December. When India is in distress, 
(3) contends that, aslongas says Sir John, and the English nation comes forward 
acts has no independent . to help her, the generous assistance deserves to be 
overnment, if isidle to talk : : ‘ P 
of the financial independence Teceived with sincere gratitude, as such an act of 
of its Government. rei ng’ is calculated to strengthen the tie of fellow- 
| eeling between the two countries ; but he (Sir John) 
cannot say that he is prepared to receive, with the same feeling of cheerfulness 
and satisfaction, a pecuniary grant from the Imperial treasury of Great Britain 
to help the Government of odin out of its financial difficulty. It was, no doubt, 
very honourable and philanthropic in some English constituencies to propose 
that their Government should make such a grant; but, if Her Majesty’s 1 0 
ernment declined to comply with such a proposition, Sir John would not be 
sorry in the least for the refusal. For the Honourable Finance Minister believes 
that India is quite capable to bear the burden of her own expenses; and, there- 
fore, he cannot think it wise for the Indian Government to lose its financial in- 
dependence, by accepting a pecuniary help from the Imperial treasury of Great 
Britain. It is no less true of a nation than of an individual that it should 
rely on its own resources, and should never look to others for help in its diffi- 
culties, if it means to preserve its reputation and dignity. All that the honour- 
able gentleman wants England to do for India, is raphy to be just and fair in 
her dealings with this country. Let us now examine, says the Dnydn Prakdsh, 
how far these observations a bee Finance Minister are reasonable ‘and correct. 
The writer in the Dyndn Prakdésh most thoroughly and heartily concurs with the 
Honourable Sir John in the great eulogy he has pronounced on the British people, 
for the most generous and hearty sympathy they have evinced towards the people 
of this country during the late famine. He thinks that the sympathy was so 
great that it can never be too highly praised. The good people of England were 
‘not content with giving a most liberal pecuniary aid from their own pockets, but 
they went further and asked their Government to vote a pecuniary grantfrom their 
national treasury to the distressed India. This single act of theirs proves that 
they are not a selfish people coveting the wealth of others, but a generous and 
just nation ; and that, had they been as thoroughly and well informed about the 
affairs of this country as they are about those of their own, they would have as 
vigilantly supervised the doings of our Government as they ‘ those of their 
Own, and would never have permitted this country toe be saddled with such un- 
just burdens as are too frequently imposed upon it. Then, referring to the 
observations of the Finance Minister about the financial independence of this 
country, and about the wisdom and propriety of a country’s caine on its 
own resources, the Dnydn Prakdsh remarks that all these observations would have 


been perfectly sound and unanswerable, were India an independent country. 
But India is not an independent sre A is a mere dependency and a part 
le, therefore, whether the above obser- | 


of the British empire ; and it is questiona 


vations of the Finance Minister can reasonably and truly be held applicable to 
it. England has many dependencies besides India. They enjoy an indefi- 
nitely greater administrative and political independence than is vouchsafed to 
India. But, even in their case, it is doubtful whether the above doctrines of 
Sir John will be adopted by the Colonial Secretary, and whether those depend- 
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‘ ea would be left to shift for themselves, without any pecuniary help from : 


the mother-country, if they should happen to be visited by any extraordinary 
calamity. But le is no similarity*whatever between India and the colonies, 
The latter have self-governments which often act even in opposition to the ex- 


pressed wishes of the mother-country. India is a dependency in every sense of | 


the word. Its people have no voice whatever in its Government. Its Govern- 
ment is despotic. ‘The Secretary of State now and then spends the Indian reve- 
nues not only without the consent, but even in opposition to the wishes, of 
the authorities in India. He saddles the revenues of this country with charges 
which have nothing to do with India. Sir John Strachey knows all this; yet, 
astonishing to say, he talks of the financial independence of the Government 
of India. His idea of independence must be very strange. Let India get an 
independent and popular Government as the colonies have, and then there will 
‘be some meaning in talking of her financial independence and of the wisdom of 

her relying on her own resources ; but, in her present condition, it is merely idle 
talk. = . 


The same of the 24th January has a leader on the same subject, namely, 

| “ The Necessity of an Imperial Grant to India.” This 

Farther criticisms on the article also is davies to the criticism of the Honour- 
observamons ng gg Os re able Sir John Strachey’s remarks, made by him in his 
ee dec talking ‘of financial speech of the 27th of December last, depre- 
England and India as if they cating the idea of England’s giving a pecuniary help 
wereindependent neighbours. from its Imperial treasury to India in her financial 
difficulties. Referring to the remark of the Honour- 

able gentleman, ‘‘though there may be a difference of opinion among persons 
as to the particular means to be adopted in order to get out of the financial 
difficulties in which this country (India) now finds itself involved, yet every 
one concurs in the view that the country must do it by devising its own re- 


sources without accepting any help from a neighbour,” the Dnydén Prakdsh 


observes that, in examining the above remarks of the Honourable Financial 
member, one naturally asks oneself whether the relation existing between 
England and India can be rightly designated as the relation existing between 
neighbour and neighbour. If the relation between. a parent and a child, or 
between a landlord and his tenant, or between a master and a servant, can be 
correctly designated as a relation between two neighbours, then we cheerfull 

grant that Sir John Strachey is also right in so designating the relation be- 
tween England and India. When there were independent princes in this countr 

who lived on terms of equality with the British Government, then they all 
could be correctly called neighbours of each other. But it is evident that such 
a state does not exist at present. It was at least excusable to talk of England 
and India as neighbours before the beginning of last year. But: it ceased to 
be even excusable on the first day of 1877, when the new title of Her Most 
Gracious Majesty was proclaimed with so much pomp and ceremony, and 
when a new and closer relation was created between England and India. No 
error can be graver than now to call these two countries neighbours. In order 
to show the gravity of this alleged error, the Dnyén Prakdsh (8) refers to an 


English article which appeared a few years ago in the Indu Prakdsh (1), in| 
which the writer tried to show that the relation then existing between the | 
British power and the Native princes was not that of Suzerain and feudatories, | 


but of equals, England only being the leading power on the Indian Continent. 


But that article raised a great outcry of indignation among Englishmen and 


in‘the English papers, both here and in England. The Native press was 


censuréd for denying the supremacy of England, and the article in the Indw 


_ Prakdsh was even denounced as treasonable. But what the Indu Prakdsh then 
said was at least excusable before the law; for, though England was the para- 
mount power in India virtually, it was not declared to be such by the law. 


But now that excuse is done away with. England is now a Suzerain both 
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actually and legally, and India is its vassal. This being the case, it is not a 

little strange that such a high officer as the Finance Minister of the Government 

of India should talk of these countries as neighbours, and that the great Eng- 
lish authorities and the English press should hear this statement coolly. All 

this confirms the popular opinion that English statesmen talk and act differently 
on different occasions, as may best serve their interest, without caring a bit 

either for consistency or truth. 


The Kiran (9) of the 20th January has an article, headed ‘‘ The Police and 


Defends the police of Poona 
from the attacks of its de- 
tractors; and contends that 
the present increase in the 
crime of theft cannot be fair- 
ly laid to the charge of the 
police, but must be traced to 
the unwise economy of Gov- 
ernment and to the leniency 
of the local magistracy in 


Government,” which is meant to be a defence of the 
police of Poona from the attack of its locaf contem- 
porary the Dnydn Prakash (3), noticed at some length 
in the last weekly report. The writer in the Kiran 
admits the facts that the crime of theft is on the 
increase, and that the police arrangements are not as 
effective as they should be; but contends that the 
blame of this deplorable state of things should not fall 
on the police, but on Government, which has weakened. 


punishing the criminals. the force numerically and refuses to arm it properly, 


and on the local magistracy which does not punish the 
criminals with sufficient severity. In order to strengthen his argument, the 
writer compares the population of the city with the number of the policemen, 
and tries to show that the latter is obviously insufficient for the work required 
from it. According to the last census, taken in 1872, the population of Poona 
amounts to 90,536. The city is divided into 18 peths or divisions. It is guarded 
by a police force amounting to.275 men, who are distributed into 36 chowkis or 
stations. According to the calculation of the Kiran, one policeman is required, 
on an average, to protect 330 persons. According to this writer, the population 
of Poona contains a large number of idle people, and, consequently, a large 
number of thieves, Again, the police has no arms, but only wooden batons. 
Taking all these circumstances into account, it is no wonder to the Kiran that 
the police is not able to protect the city as effectively as it should be protected. 
It should, moreover, be remembered, adds the writer, that several of the police- 
men are told off for duties other than the protection of the city. Thus, it is 
not fair to blame the police, circumstanced as it is, for the inefficient protection 
of the city from thieves. If Government, which exacts lakhs of rupees from the 
ryots in the form of taxes, feels no anxiety for the protection of the people, and 
does not give a sufficiently strong police to the city, it is simple ignorance to 
decry the police for the fault of Government. Again, to deter the criminal 
classes from molesting the peaceful ryots, depends not merely on the activity 
and smartness of the police, but also on the degree of severity with which the 
Magistrates punish the criminals brought before them for trial. The writer does 
not mean to assert that the police has no faults whatever. Being composed of 
-unedueated persons, it too often abuses its discretion, and gives unnecessary 
annoyance to the people, and, therefore, it has become unpopular. It is not, 
therefore, wonderful to see ignorant persons censuring it for faults which cannot 
in fairness be laid to its charge. 


The same, in another article, headed “ Delusion removed at last,” refer-| 

| ring to the assembling of the English Parliament on), 
the 17th instant, and to the Royal speech on that oc- | 
casion, observes that from its commencement the | 
Russo-Turkish war has been attraeting considerable | 
attention among the people of this country, who, | 
vaguely apprehending some danger from thisstruggle — 
and wishing well to the English rule in this country, 

hoped that England would take some active measures and put a stop to the 4 

deadly quarrel, and thereby re-assure the uneasy minds of the people. But we e 

_ hear the same old story of neutrality over again. It is not wrong to say that a 

3 NP 26—1 oS ee eS 


Expresses disappointment 
at England’s not taking some 
strong and decided measures 
to put down the deadly strug- 
gie between Russia and Tur- 

ey. 
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England in this war has acted the part. of a timid soldier, We do not know 
what the phrase ‘¢ British interests”? means. If itis meant that British interests 
are not injured until victorious Russia has gained a footing in India, then it is 
true that such a contingency is as yet far off. But if it ever comes near, the 
English will have no other alternative but to flee for their lives. We do not 
think that any help from any one of the European nations can be expected at 
such atime. ‘or the English have injured more or less every one of those 
‘nations. There is a hope of their getting assistance from the natives of this 
country ; and the natives, as loyal subjects, are bound in duty to render them such 
assistance. But, asour rulers are acting in such a way as to destroy the feeling 


a 


of loyalty among the natives, it is difficult to say how the natives will feel on: 


such an occasion, whether grateful or otherwise. The writer then gives a brief 
substance of the Royal speech as reported by the telegraph, and observes that in 
this speech English ministers try ta conceal the slight shown to their Govern- 
ment by victorious and proud Russia. (The Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 21st, and. 
the Pdrsi Punch (49) of the 20th January, also express disapproval of England’s 
not going at once to assist Turkey in her present critical condition, and looking 
simply to preserve her interests in the East unaffected). 


The Satya Sadan (19) of the 19th January, the Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of 

__ the 18th, but received on the 22nd, and the Arunodaya 

Strictures on the fmancial (1) of the 20th January, also make strictures on the 
measures of the Honourable ee ‘ ae | - 
Sir Jokn Strachey. new financial. measures of the Government of India, 
consisting of remarks and statements very simular to 

those which have appeared in other papers, and which have been more fully 

noticed in the summaries of this and the previous weeks. 

The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 20th January, in noticing the statement 

| made by the Kattywar correspondent of the Bombay 

Requests Government to Saméchdr (45) of the 12th instant, that Mr. Peile, the 


ke tice of. the dis- ue 3 * 
oe Dont rs athe Political Agent of Kattywar, showed disrespect to’ the 


shown by Mr. Peile to certain Chiefs assembled at Rajkot, on the lst instant, for a 


Chiets of Kattywar, by giving darbar, by giving them seats lower than those accord- 
— na ina darbar lower ed to his own Assistants, observes that these Chiefs 
those given to his own ‘ ; erases hye | 
heanotn, will not complain against the Political Agent, as they 
: believe that a complaint 1s tantamount to accomplish- 
ing their own ruin. However, for that reason, Government should not overlook 
this matter. It should call upon Mr. Peile for an explanation; and, if he has 
committed the mistake, he should be censured for the same, so that he may 
avoid a similar mistake in future. The Native Chiefs should be informed of 
what Government has done in their behalf, that they may feel grateful for its 
vigilanee. 
The same disapproves of the commutation of the sentence of death to that 
of imprisonment for life passed on Britto for the mur- 
Disapproves of the com- der of Mr. Roonan. The Mitra observes that on the 


mutation to imprisonment for ° : : . 
Ht Wis aenhenin of death evidence forthcoming at the trial, the High Court of 


passed on Britto for the mur. Of Bombay decided that the accused was not insane 
der of Mr. Roonan, at the time of the murder, and committed it when he 
was in full possession of his senses, and sentenced him 


to capital punishment. This sentence has been commuted to qne of imprison-— 


ment for life, it is said, both on account of the Government of Portugal having 
requested Her Majesty’s Government to show mercy to the convict, and be- 
cause the trying Judge, the Honourable Mr. Green, has changed his opinion, and 
now asserts that the convict was insane at the time of the commission of the 
erme. The Mitra-is of opinion that for the sake of justice the original sentence 
should not have been commuted even for political reasons, and disapproves of the 
Honourable Mr. Green changing his opinion since the passing of the original 
sentence. The Mitra also introduces into the discussion some of the animad- 
versions made on this subject by a correspondent of the Bombay Gazette. 
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Prays Government to adopt 
measures to mitigate the fever 
which has broken out in the 
districta recently visited b 


the famine. , 


8 | 
The Bombay Samdchdr (45) of the 24th January, in alluding to the favér 


which has broken out in the districts lately visited by 
the famine, requests Government to adat strong 


measures to mitigate the epidemic. Such measures 
bs to have. been taken earlier, and ought not to be 


delayed any longer. 


The Jdme Jamsed (486) of the 19th January, but received on the 21st, 


s the Legislative Coun- 
it ot boakes to pass a law 


making the fraudulent ad- — 


mixture in the articles of 
human food an _ offence 
punishable by law. 


requests Government to enact a law making the fraudu- 
lent. adulteration of articles of human food an 
offence punishable with due severity,—a request 
made by the Jdme Jamsed more than once before 
and noticed more than once in these weekly sum- 
maries. 


The same of the 23rd January states that a pointsman at the Bilimora 


Complains that the police 
has not properly inquired in- 
to the canse of death of one 
Kalo, a pointsman on the Bili- 
mora station. 


The Yajdén Parast 


Complains that the propos- 
ed licence-tax will fall heavily 
on the poor people of Bom- 
bay, and observes that the 
necessity of imposing it would 
have been removed had due 
economy been exercised in 
certain expenses of the State. 


station of the B. B. and C. I. Railway, named Kalu, 
a Mahomedan, died on the 12th instant. His death 
occurred under very suspicious circumstances ; but 
the police has not made @ proper inquiry into this 
matter. 


(50) of the 20th J anuary observes that the licence-tax, 


which will be shortly imposed in this Presidency, did 
not seem, when Sir John Strachey recommended it 
as one of the means to be taken for relieving the dis- 
tress of the famine, so disgustful and tyrannical as the 
income-tax. But from the (Draft) Act published in the 
Government Gazette, it seems to be the old, much- 
detested income-tax, only ina new shape. The list of 
different trades and professions on which it is to be 


levied, from Rs 200 to rupee one, published with this Act, shows that not a 
single person following a trade or profession will escape from coming under its 
provisions. And this shape of it makes it the income-tax ina new form. The 
Parast then shortly describes the low condition of the trade and commerce of 
the City of Bombay, and the consequent much-impoverished condition of its 
people, who, it observes, are unable to bear any new burdens, and who will 
find the new licence-tax greatly pressing on*them. QOilmen, shoemakers, 
druggists, and other petty tradesmen will feel the burden of it much; and, for 
this reason, the poor people should petition Government and convince it of their 
inability to pay any more taxes. The Parast then says that, had the salaries 
of highly-paid officers been curtailed a little, had the /étes and feasts given at 
Government House at the public expense been stopped, and had natives on lower 
salaries been employed in place of Europeans highly paid for doing comparatively 
unimportant work, there would have been much saving which would have 
removed the necessity of imposing the new licence-tax. But it was not done, 
and the poor people are:to be brought under the heavy pressure of this tax. 


_ The same also disapproves of the commutation of the sentence of death to 
one of imprisonment passed on Britto for the murder 
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Disapproves of the com- of Mr. Roonan. It observes that even if it be accepted 


mutation to imprisonment for 
life, of the sentence of deaths 


passed upon Britto for the’ 


murder o Mr. Roonan. 


ed that he was insane when he murdered Mr. Roonan, how was it that he 


that the accused used to be insane at times, and that 
some of his relations were subject to such occasional 
insanity, it does not follow that he committed the 
crime in areal fit of insanity. Ifit be taken for grant- 


attempted to escape to Goa ee gees | after the commission of the crime, and 


threw his clothes, besmeared with bloo 


, into the sea. He must then have been 


in his right senses to do these acts. And had the original sentence of capital 
punishment taken effect, there would have been no reason to suppose that ‘an 
insane man had met with that punishment. | 
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The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 23rd January considers that the Bill for 
oe the imposition of the licence-tax is not framed with a 
__ Points out some shoricom- due regard to the condition of the people who are to 
posits ae is atlas be subjected to it. After expressing a regret that @ 
| due curtailment in the current expenses of the State 
was not made to avoid the necessity of imposing a new tax on the people who 
had very recently suffered from a famine or dearness of provisions, the Samsher 
Béhadur Sinsneds to point out a few of what it alleges to be the shortcomings of 
the Bill for the imposition of the licence-tax recently published by Government. 
In this Bill three classes of licence are entered, and divisions are made in each 
class ; and according to the division of a class into which a person comes, a tax 
is to be levied from him. To determine to which division of a class a person 
liable to take a licence belongs, it will be necessary for the Government officer, 
entrusted with the work of this determination, to know the income of that per- 
son ; and, hence, this officer will have to see his account books. Thus, the licence- 
tax will prove as unpleasant as the condemned income-tax. Again, suppose 
there are two jewellers, one of whom earns, say, five thousand rupees a year, and 
the other only two hundred rupees annually. Both of them go into the Ist 
class—the minimum tax of which is Rs. 15. Is the second jeweller who 
earns rupees two hundred to be exempted from the tax altogether, or is his 
income to be taxed at 74 per cent? The same question applies to persons 
coming into other classes. Thus, though in the Bill the proposed tax is styled 
a licence-tax, it is really an income-tax. The Samsher also regrets to see that 
Government servants, servants in mercantile houses, vakils, and doctors have 
been exempted from the operation of this tax. These persons are far richer 
than the majority of the persons engaged in trade.and commerce ; and it is ver 
strange that they are not to be wads to contribute their share of the burden. 
The framers of the Bill, when they drafted the Bill, had probably in their mind 
the state of things in their own country—England—where the mercantile and 
trading classes are far richer than the serving classes. The state of things in this 
country is different,—here the servant classes are rich and happy ; and, hence, 
the exclusion of them from the operation of the proposed licence-tax is not proper 
and just. (The Jdéme Jamsed (46) of the 24th January also finds fault with this 
Bill for its excluding from its operation military and civil officers and other 
employés of Government, solicitors, barristers, pleaders, and others who earn 
large incomes. When the. proposed licence-tax is to be imposed to make a 
provision against such a great calamity as famine, which occurs in this ge 3 
80 menrecy: that tax ought to fall on all, and certainly on those who are ric 
enough to bear the burden. Now-a-days the trading and mercantile classes are 
not prosperous, and their condition is becoming day by day worse on account of 
dulness of trade and commerce. The military, civil, and other servants of 
Government alone are in a comparatively prosperous and happy condition, and 
they ought not to be exempted from taxation. But the framers of the Bill were 
Government servants, and they have exempted themselves and their brethren in 
office from it ; and this trait of the Bill is very objectionable.) 


The Nitti Prakdsh (58) of the 19th January, in noticing a case now being 
tried in a criminal court, for an affray between a 
Revives the old complaint cultivator of the village of Hathaj, in the Naridd 
thet rabdris, or owners of ‘Taluka, and a cattle tender of Kattywar, on account 
large herds of cattle,forcibly of the latter grazing his cattle in the field of the for- 
graze their cattle in the fields : . | Ned and 
of the ryots, and prays Goy- mer, in which affray a person was killed and some 
ernment to put down’ this were wounded, repeats its old prayer to Government 
tyranny. to adopt some means to prohibit the rabdris, or cattle- 
j owners, from committing the tyranny of forcibly 
grazing their cattle in the fields of the ryots, which offence frequently gives 


rise to cases similar to the one noticed above, These cattle-owners keep large 
herds of cattle, roam about the country with their cattle without purchasing 
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any grass for feeding them, and now and then forcibly graze them in the fields 
of The ryots. The rots resist this tyranny, and ificys take place leading to 
consequences similar to those which have resulted in the above-mentioned case. 
Government ought to prevent such occurrences. The writer suggests that a 
rabéri, or @ cattle-owner, should not be allowed to enter a zillah without first 
obtaining the permission of the Collector of the district, who should adopt 
measures to prevent the rabdri from practising tyranny on the cultivators. 


The Kdaside Mumbai (61) of the 18th January, but received on the 20th, 

in a paragraph, headed ‘“‘ The Cruelty of the Police,” 

Complains of the cruel states that at about five in the evening of Tuesday 
treatment of an aon eon last a Mahomedan, who was intoxicated, created some 
cinonirscted sfthe Bom. isturbance near the Nawdb’s Masjid (in Bombay). 
bay Police. — Thereupon some policemen and some European con- 
stables who were upon the spot, beat the unruly 
Mahomedan so mercilessly that he fell upon the ground inaswoon. They then 
carried him away by holding him up by his hands and legs. It isa great 


shame, observes the Kdside, that European constables should commit such cruelty. 


The Guzerat Samdchdr (62) of the 19th January, but received on the 21st, 
: also complains about the recent increase in the duty 
Disapproves of theincrease levied on salt. It observes that when the late 
made in the ape mene “, Honourable East India Company took the State of 
oo ads of Borah. ee Surat from its Nawdb, it made an agreement with him 
3 that duty should not be levied on salt and some other 
articles which were free of duty from of old ; and, so long as the Nawdb was alive, 
the English Government stuck to this agreement. After his death a duty was 
levied on salt, and some other taxes were imposed. The salt, which till then 
was to be had at 16 maunds per rupee, then became dear, and could be had 
only at 8 maunds for arupee. ‘This necessary of life then became gradually 
dearer than before, until it was sold at one maund for arupee. Since the 27th 
December last it is sold at a rupee anda half fora maund. This great in- 
crease in the price of salt, added to the general increase in the value of other 
articles of food, has made it very difficult for the poor people of Surat to main- 
tain themselves, and they observe that, had the Nawab been living, the salt 
would have been obtainable at 16 maunds for a rupee. ‘This observation does 
not speak well of the British Government. The Samachar, therefore, prays the 
authorities to give up the increase made in the duty on salt. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 21st January, in an unfinished leader, pre- 
ae fers the complaint very frequently to be met with in 
_ Complains that taxation the Native press, that taxation under the British Gov- 
under the British Indian Gov- ornment is much heavier than under the former Gov- 
ernment is heavier than . ; , , 
under the former Govern. @rnments of this country. The Nydya Prakdsh ob- 
ments of this country. serves that the Hindu Rdjds and Mahomedan Rulers 
tyrannically exacted taxes from the ryots. The latter 
even exacted the universally detested jajiy4, or capitation tax. The taxes under 
the British Government are realized in such a way as not to be much felt b 
the people. And yet the people consider the former as comparatively better, 
and the latter as dreadful and unbearable. They give a reason for this. The 
say that under the former Governments a few light taxes were levied ; but under 
the British Government many heavy taxes are imposed. The single tax on salt, 
which is more universally levied than even the jajiya, produces a revenue of six 
krors of rupees. The Mogal Emperors had a revenue of about that amount ; 
but, under the present Government, the revenue has increased several times that 


amount. ‘The Nydya Prakdsh then shortly mentions how much salt has become _ 


dearer than it was before, and how the suppression of some of the salt works by 

Government has thrown out of employ several people who formerly earned a 

livelihood by manufacturing salt or by carrying it from one place to another. 

The stamp-duties also press heavily on the people. _ hal Aba ea ia 
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The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 22nd January, in a communication, headed 


Repeats some ‘a the stock 
complaints of the Native 


_ There is Money, and. There is None,” mentions 


some of the items of the stock complaints of the Native 


aie on the subject of the alleged unjustifiable and 


avish expenses of Government, and says that we find 


money to spend upon them, while we cannot get any money to is age upon the 


works necessary for the welfare and happiness of the people. 


e find money, 


observes the writer, to pay an enormous salary to our Governor-General ; to 
employ highly-paid foreigners ; to give full pensions to some retired officers ; to 
spend a large amount, one-third of the revenue of the empire, on the army ; to 
maintain ecclesiastical establishments for Christians; to maintain the Cooper’s 
Hill College in England ; to build splendid barracks for soldiers to be afterwards 
deserted, &c. But we cannot get money to lessen the death-rate in our jails; 
to build railways and canals; to spread high and popular education ; to give a 
little relief to the ryots suffering from a heavy land assessment, &c. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 20th J anuary complains 


Requests the Municipality 
of Surat to prohibit the nui- 
sance which is committed 
near the public park. 


that in the vacant piece of ground outside the wall 
of the public park at Surat, persons commit nuisances, 
and that, consequently, the people going into the park 
cannot sit on the benches placed in it without being 
attacked by afoulsmell. ‘The Municipality is request- 


ed to prohibit this nuisance. 
The Samsher Béhddur (58) of the 23rd January has heard that the Munici- 


Objects to the imposition 
of new taxes which it is 
rumoured the Municipality of 
Ahmedabad intends to levy 
for increasing the supply of 
water of that city and for 
raising funds for an art's 
college there. 


pality of Ahmedabad proposes to levy new taxes for 
increasing the supply of water to that city, and for 
raising some funds for establishing an art’s college. 
The Samsher observes that the existing supply of 
water is enough for the ordinary wants of the people. 
It is only not enough for watering the gardens of the 
rich people, and for that object, it 1s said, the Corpor- 
ation intends laying out rupees seventy-five thousand, 


and raising that amount by imposing a new tax. It is not, however, right to put 
a burden on the people for the convenience of a few rich people. The rumoured 
tax for raising funds for an art’s college also is objectionable on the same ground. 
The children of rich people alone require such an institution, and their parents 
ought to contribute funds for it. It would be very cruel, when provisions are 
dearer than they are during a famine, to put new burdens on the people. 

: | , 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 24th January, writing 

' from Mangalvedha, a town belonging to the Sangh 

Asserts that in arranging State, observes that during the recent famine about 
the relief-works during the 1,50,000 rupees were spent by the authorities manag- 
ti aceae ove caren ing this State on relief-works. But of this large sum 
os nee a a noe TL | Only 10,000 were laid out on works which can be of real 
money as they ought to have use, the rest being thrown away as far as any future use 
done. Makes also certain is concerned. The town of Mangalvedha has three 


suggestions to those authori- : . : 
tis: fot the salem ef the old tanks on three sides of it and several public wells. 


management of that Native Had these receptacles of water been repaired, they 

| ce from a chronic scarcity of that necessary of health and 
of life, and would have also created a good water-supply even for irrigational 
purposes, and thereby added materially to the revenues of the State. ‘T’o the 
west of the town there is a living water-course, called Khedkera. It joins the 
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river M4n. Had this stream been turned and made to pour itself into the 


Krishna Taldéw, the stored water would have been sufficient to irrigate hundreds 
of acres of cultivable land, and the outlay would have been very profitable to 
the State. There is a large ayentty of good land to the west and north of 
Mangalvedha which is lying uncultivated on account of the excessive rates 
of assessment. The Joint Administrator and the Kérbhéri are requested to 
adopt the needful measures to bring this land under cultivation. Forcible 
robberies of the standing crops are also.very rife in the neighbourhood of this 
town, and the authorities are requested to take the necessary measures to put 
down these crimes. : } 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Reporter on the Native Press, 
Office of the Director of Public. Instruction, 
Poona, 29th January 1878. 
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, Politics and the Public Administration. ee 
The Native Opinion (2) of the 27th January, in an article, headed “Realiz- 
: the Rosoluti ation of the Land Revenue,” observes that. the Bom- 
of pen abirgeh te calize the Pay Government has succeeded in realizing, in spite 
land assessment of this year of the excessive distress caused by the famine, nearly 


together with the outstand- the whole of the land revenue of the last year, with- © 


ings of the last year at once; oyt makine any appreciable remissions. and has in- 
and observes that such a | 6 SAY Per ’ 


course would cause extreme ‘formed the Government of India that all this has been 

misery and distress to the achieved with ease and without causing annoyance to. 
ryots, who are already re- the ryots. And the Government of India and the 

duced to great helplessness Secretary of State have been much pleased with this 

geal a . achievement of the Bombay Government, and have 

expressed their approbation. ‘T’hus encouraged, the Bombay Government con- 

templates realizing not only the revenue of this year in full, but also the out- 

standings of the last year during this year, and has issued orders accordingly to 

the revenue officers of the different districts. The news of these orders has spread 

a feeling of dismay among the ryots. From the Mofussil papers.and from the letters 

of its own correspondents the Natwe Opinion learns that the cultivating classes in 
the districts are in a distressed condition, their crops of this year are ver 


indifferent, and they find themselves unable to pay even the assessment of this ' 


ear, much less can they be able to pay the outstandings of the last year also. 
This being the case, the writer does not know how the ryots will be able to 


obey the above orders’ of Government without experiencing any annoyance: 


and hardship. The Opinion quotes a letter from its own correspondent at 
Sdngola and one: from the Mddha correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3), 
describing in forcible language the poverty and distress of the ryots of those 
places, and deprecating the obstinacy of Government in realizing the assessments 
of two years, ‘while the ryots are in such a state of misery and distress. The 
article concludes with an earnest appeal to the foresight and mercy of Govern- 
ment in this. very grave matter. (The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 29th January 
makes similar remarks on this subject). 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 28th January contains a communicated article, 

: : _ the writer of which very severely attacks Government 

" sacat of ably kellioar We for imposing an excessively heavy tax on salt. The 
Native population by render- Government is accused of thoughtless and excessive 
ing salt, the necessary of life greediness, and of undermining the health and physic 


and health, nearly unprocur- of the people of this country, by rendering salt, by its’ 


able in consequence of its 


: dearness, almost inaccessible to them. This conduct 
excessive dearness. 


of the English rulers in this country is compared with 
the extirpation committed by their brethren in America, of the Aborigines of 
that Continent; the only fitasonse being that the European settlers put the 
American Indians at once to death, while the Englishmen in India are killing 
the Natives by a slower process. ; 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 24th January, but received on the 27th, 
in an article, headed ‘‘A Partial Order,” observes 


Accuses Government of that some time ago a theft was committed at Mahd- 


glaring partiality in dealing 


with its Huropean and Native 
officers in cases exactly simi- 
lar to each other, and gives 
instances in support of the 
accusation. 


bleshwar of some Government money in the custody 
of Mr. Lawson, a supervisor. The box which con- 
tained this Government money, contained also some 
notes and some cash. belonging to Mr. Lawson and his 
subordinates. Pa OA Dy : 
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the police succeeded in ~ 


detecting the thieves and some of the stolen property, consisting of the notes 
and cash. The thieves were tried and punished, and the stolen property made 
over to Government. Government, however, was still a loser by this theft. 


It was believed that Government would compel Mr, Lawson to make up the 
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loss from his own pocket; but the Mitra has heard that Government has issued 
an order not only to write of the unrecovered portion of the stolen Government 
money to the account of ‘‘ profit and loss,” but to restore to Mr. Lawson his 
notes and his money which had been recovered from the thieves. The Head- 
master of the Poona High School and Mr. Khandubhdi Goldbbhdi, Assistant 
Engineer of the Karéd Division, were held responsible for the Government money 
stolen from their custody, and compelled to make it good. The Miira com- 
pares these cases with that of Mr. Lawson, mentioned above, and observes that 
this difference in the treatment accorded to the European and Native officers, 
in cases exactly similar; shows how severe Government is towards the latter, 
and how partial towards the former. 


The Kiran (9) of the 27th January, in noticing the schedule of the new 
licence-tax, makes adverse remarks on this impost, 
very similar to those which have ‘appeared in other 
papers, and which have been noticed at length in 
the previous weekly reports. | 


Adverse remarks on the 
new licence-tax. 


The same, in noticing the administration report for the year 1876-77, ob- 
serves that one is very much aggrieved to see from 
States that the popu’sr these reports that Government is never pleased with 

opinion questions the fairness ’ 
of the animadversions made the management of any of the Native States, except 
on the administrations of the those which, in consequence of the minority of their 


Native States, inthe adminis- yiohtful rulers, are managed by Government officers.. 


an n reports of Govern- Tt appears from this that none but the English Gov- 

ernment can manage a State properly. Why is it 
go? The popular impression is that the English Government unfairly depre- 
cates the administrations of those Native States with the chiefs of which it is 
displeased, and praises the management of those which are administered by its 
own officers, concealing the defects of the latter. The Kiran does not know 
how far the above popular impression is true or well-grounded, 


The same, in a short article, headed ‘‘ The New Duty on Salt,” asserts 


that the additional duty is imposed on this universal 

Pisces. ~acagaaphbaiaes °? necessary of life and health, niore with the object of 

SS giving good salaries to the European officers employ- 

ed in the Salt Department, and of increasing the import of salt from England 

into this country. The writer also considers it extremely unfair that, while 

the man who actually produces salt gets only two annas per maund for his 

labour, Government, which does nothing, should get two rupees and eight 
annas per maund. 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 27th January, in an article, headed ‘The 
Means of Making up the Expenditure incurred for 

BF tay ~ gest Bay Mitigating the Famines,” observes that, as India is 
diture of this country, which @tting poorer and poorer, and its people more and 
the writer’ compares with more discontented under the growing burden of taxa- 
the military expenditures of tion, the wise course for Government would be to 
cc _ os he the pre practice economy and reduce the extravagant State 
extravagant. : expenditure, and not to add to the already heavy 
, burden of taxes. The writer proposes to confine his 
attention this time to only one item in the State expenditure, namely, the 
army. Under this head about seventeen krors of rupees are spent. Properly 
speaking, half this amount ought to be sufficient. Government may get angry 
at our assertion ; but every reasonable man, if he dispassionately examines 
this subject, will concur in our views. -Every one must admit that India is 
one of the poorest countries; but, if we compare the revenues and the military 


expenses of India with those of other countries, the Indian military expenditure 


must be pronounced to be the most extravagant. The writer then gives figures 


showing the annual revenues and the annual military expenditures, and the) ' 
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its army ; wile by ee went : | 
Arunodaya also gives showing the serge incurred per earth each 
of the above States, and shows that the Indian soldier costs a great deal more 


heavy burden? The article concludes with an earnest pers to the Almighty 
to induce our rulers to give their gracious attention to thi 


The same, in another article, headed ‘Taxes imposed upon us in connec- 
| tion with the Famines,” repeats the remark made b 

at rel —. the Native Opinion (2) in a recent number that, though 

x sagups sec Som of reproduc- Sir J ohn Strachey informs the public that about 

tive works ought not to be re- 16,00,00,000 rupees have been spent by Government in 

covered from the ryots by relieving the famines during the last five years, he 

imposing on them fresh taxes. qos not tell the public what portion of ‘that sum was 

laid out on works ofa useful or reproductive character, and what portion has . 

been a dead loss; and that it is not fair to attempt to realize over again from — 

the ryots by taxation that portion which was spent in the former mode. The 

atthe under notice developes this argument at some length, but contains 
nothing needing particular notice. 


The same, in another editorial, noticing the new Arms Bill of the Supreme 
Legislative Council, observes that there is already a 
Strictures on the new great scarcity of arms in the country, and that when 
Arms Billofthe Government hig Bill passes, rendering arms even more scarce, the : 
of India’s Legislative Council. . ; : : ‘ . 
| ravages committed by wild animals will greatly in- ; 
crease, and the ryots will be quite helpless. It is quite right in the English 
Government to see that India does not import arms from England in such quan- 
tities as would prove dangerous to the supremacy of England in this depend- 
ency. But there are no good grounds to apprehend any such danger. Accord- 
ing to the framers of the Bill in question, the annual importation of.arms from 
England into this country amounts to about 20,000, and this quantity they 
consider to be more than it ought to be. The writer in the Arunodaya, how- 
ever, does not agree with them. He observes that, comparing the population 
of this country with the above quantity, it appears that one weapon is imported 
for every 12,500 persons; and, considering 300 souls as the average population 
of every Indian village, there will be one weapon, on an average, for forty vil- 
lages, or one weapon for a village in every forty years. This supply is * no 
means very excessive, and, consequently, not sufficient to inspire the authorities 
with any apprehensions of danger. The rest of the article is intended to show 
that it is a much wiser policy to secure the confidence of the people by a liberal 


and just administration, than to evince distrust in them and to try to keep them 
in awe and terror. | | 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 25th January, but received on the 27th, in 

a long and rambling article, questions the wisdom of 
Se mopar pg ce Government in imposing new taxes on the already 
people, and of laying out impoverished people of this country, and of laying out 
their proceeds in increasing their proceeds in increasing irrigational works and 
wie epi wor orrail- railways as the means of rendering future famines 
‘use faba Acres migat- harmless. The Suchak, like the Native Opimion (2) 
whose views on this subject were noticed at some 
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length in a recent weekly report, believes that the real cause of these famines ls 
proving so very disastrous, is not a want of food-grains nor of the facilities of . | q 
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convevance, but of money or purchasing power in the ryots. The increase of 
eid ‘works and of milways danpol sneneaee the purchasing power of the 
people ; but, on the contrary, the new taxes which are imposed on them to en- 
able Government to construct those works, will diminish that power ; and, thus, 
the very means which are adopted to cure the evil, will only aggravate it. 


The Shiwdji (28) ofthe 25th J anuary, but received on the 27th, observes that, 


while speaking of the new taxes, His Excellency the 
Asserts that His Excellency 


the Viceroy is not right in 
saying that the new taxes are 
popularly approved of; that, 
on the contrary, they are dis- 


Viceroy expressed his joy at finding these imposts 
being received by the people with approbation, and 
wenden whence His Excellency has obtained this 
information regarding the popular approbation of the 


approved of by the people, as 


may bewseen from the'unani- 2°W financial measures. As a matter of fact, the new 


-jnoas condemnation of those taxes-are not only not approved of by the people, but 


imposts by the Native press, . they are entirely disapproved of by them, as may be 
which represents the Native seen from the unanimous condemnation of them by the 
a re 3 Native press; and His Excellency must be aware of 
this unfavourable opinion of the Native press regarding these new imposts. Has 
Excellency, it is very likely, thinks, as several Government officers affect to 
think, that what the Native press says is not the opinion of the Native public at 
large, but only of individual writers. The writer in the Shiwdji tries to prove 
that the Native press reflects the views not of the individual writers, but of the 
Native public generally. 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 26th January, but received on the 27th, 
complains that a number of civil appeals are lying 
rh, eget toap- undisposed of in the District Court of Surat on account 
Pee for Surat and another for of tke want of an Assistant to help the Judge of that 
Broach,—as appliedfor bythe district. The Surya Prakdsh observes that the British 
Judge of Surat, as the people Government does not pay to the proper working of 
suffer from delays in the dis- the judicial department as much attention as it pays 
pensation of justice in civil to that of th d volitzasl In G t 
appeals. to that of the revenue and political ones. In Guzera 
the people complain that great delays occur in their 
getting justice in civil eases. The Kaira Zillah is attached to the Ahmedabad 
District for the disposal of its civil and criminal cases, But the Judge, Mr. 
Tagore, gets so much criminal work that he scarcely finds time to attend to 
civil appeals. The Zillab of Broach is attached to the Surat District; and Mr. 
Macpherson, the Judge of the latter district, cannot dispose of the work of both 
the districts with ease. A large number of civil appeals have collected. This 
has occurred on account of there being no Assistant Judge for the Surat District 
and another Assistant for the Broach Zillah. Mr. Macpherson has applied to 
Government to give him two Assistants, and the latter ought, at once, to comply 
with his request, for the convenience of the people of these districts, who have 
to suffer from delays in the dispensation of justice. 


The Hitechehhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 24th January, but received on 


Disapproves of Mr. Giles, 
the Educational Inspector, N. 
D., closing the schools of the 
City of Ahmedabad on the 
day on which he was married. 


the 27th, states that on Saturday last all the English 
and Gujarati schools of the City of Ahmedabad were 
closed, and observed the day asa holiday, on account 
of the marriage of Mr. Giles, the Educational Inspector, 


N. D., which took place.on that day. The Hitechchhu 


doubts whether Mr, Giles has authority to close public schools on such a ground. 
his is the first instance of Government schools getting a holiday on account 
of the marriage of an educational officer,: 


‘The Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 31st January 


Is glad to find the unoffi- 


cial members of the Legisla- 
tive Council of Bombay oppos- 
’ ing the Licence-tax Bill, and 


advises further measures. 


3 NP 2—2 


is glad to see that the unofficial 
members of the Legislative Council of Bombay ex- 
pressed their views, at the meeting of the Council of 
Tuesday last, against the Bill for the imposition of 


the licence-tax. Though this opposition did not suc- 
ceed in getting the Bill thrown overboard, on account 
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of the er onggs the official members, it shows the opinion of the public’ in : - 
this matter. . 


itherto the opposition to the Bill was confined to er 
and now the Native councillors have also expressed the same views. Their oe 
failure ought to induce every Chamber of Commerce in the country to protest i 
against the Bill, The Calcutta correspondent: of the London Times has tele- 

aphed to that paper that the Bill has met with the approval of the press of 
fadin and, consequently, the English public has been misled. It is necessary, 
therefore, that a complaint against the Bill,—which will press very hard on the 
poor people while it exempts the rich,—should be carried to Parliament, 
and raised by the press in England. Even if the authorities in India disregard 
public opinion in regard to the Bill, there is hope of justice being obtained from 
England, which has commenced to pay more attention to the affairs of this 
country since the Prince of Wales’ visit, the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi, and 
the famine of last year. ae 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the Ist February regrets that the public associa- C 
tions of Bombay have as yet failed to submit a strong 
‘dive Conual ok Bictay Pen against the distasteful and highly obj ectionable - 
died waka with idspent Licence-tax Bill. After censuring these associations - 
ence, but gives in to the for such conduct on this and other similar occasions, | Se 
wishes of the Supreme Gov- the Jéme Jamsed is glad to see that, as it expected, 4 
ernment and the Secretary the unofficial members of the Legislative Council of 7; 
of State ; and desires a change B | ! a 
ete Goneitation ombay have duly opposed the measure at the first 
| | reading in the Council.. The Honourable Mr. Lang 
expressed his disapproval of it, and condemned its provisions which exempt 
those who are quite able to pay the tax and impose a burden on the trades and 
professions only. The other non-official members supported their Honourable 
colleague in this opposition. But the number of the official members being 
greater than that of the non-official ones, and it being the wish of the Supreme 
Government that the Bill should be passed into a law without making an 
change in it, the opposition made: by the non-official members did not succeed, 
and there is a probability of the Bill being passed in its present form. The 
ardour shown by the official members to pass this Bill shows that they do not 
care, Whether it is a proper or an improper measure, but only wish to carry out 
the pleasure of the Supreme Government, and pass the Bill. This proves that the 
Council cannot act with independence in the discharge of its duties, but onl 
enacts such laws as are dictated hy the Governor-General of India and by the 
Necretary of State. The Cotton Fraud’s Act was revived as the Secretary of 
State desired it; and now the Licence-tax Bill is to be enacted, because the 
Supreme Government wishes for it.. This dependent condition of the Council = 
raises a feeling of uneasiness, and requires that important changes should be of 
made in the constitution of the Council, which ought to be made an independent | 
body, and not a mere tool for carrying out the orders of the Supreme Govern- 
ment and of the Secretary of State. To give such a satisfactory form to the. 
Council there ought to be in it an equal number of official and insthelal members. 
The public associations of Bombay ought to petition the authorities for this 
change and obtain the concession. | 


The Rdst Goftdér (48) of the 27th January is rejoiced to hear that the Gov-_ 
Relsicas t0 hens tas ue mem of India is making arrangements for opening 
PD 2d 3 A gl a Covenanted Civil Service for the Natives of India. 
ing arrangements for estab. At the last year’s Convocation of the Calcutta Univer- 
lishing a Covenanted Civil sity, His Excellency Lord Lytton admitted that the 
Neousplte of <y Natives, and promise given to the Natives of this country, to appoint 
will be soon carried cot. them to high posts under Government, had remained 
: ; | unfulfilled ; pointed out the disadvantages which fol- 
lowed from the unfulfilment of the promise; and threw out hints of his making | 
arrangements for carrying out that promise. The Government of India has 
now authoritatively published that the time has approached when that promise 
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will be carried out. This news is highly gratifying. Though the details of the 
arrangements which are being made are not known, it is said that certain posts 
held by the Civil Service and some of the highly-paid posts of the Uncovenanted 
Service will be set apart, and will be given to the Natives, who will hold the 
same rank and status as are enjoyed by the members of the Covenanted Euro- 

ean Servants. Though this beginning of a Covenanted Civil Service for the 


atives may prove small, yet it isto be hailed with no little joy. To make 
such a beginning is in itself of the highest importance, as such promises were © 


frequently, given but never fulfilled, and as the public has lost all confidence in 
such promises. If Lord Lytton proves successful in carrying out the promise 
about the Covenanted Civil Service, his name will be indelibly impressed on the 
grateful hearts of the people of this country. If such a generous policy be fol- 
lowed by the British Indian Government, it will have to fear no danger what- 
ever from the approach of Russia to this country, howsoever near it may be. 
(The Yajddén Parast (50) of the same date, also, expresses feelings of happiness 
and gratitude on this subject.) 


. The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The Famine Policy—Cart before the 

‘hess diinis oll Wa lads Horse,” makes a few criticisms on the recommen da- 
cau tala by Bik John “OR made by Sir John Strachey, to make speed in 
Strachey for passing in the passing a law for the imposition of the new licence- 
Imperial Legislative Council tax. ‘The Rdst Goftdr observes that the Imperial pro- 
the Bill for the proposed mise made at the opening of the present Session of 
cesta Parliament, to appoint a Commission to devise the 
best means of mitigating the evils of future famines, has been carried out. The 
Secretary of State for India has sent a despatch, which, after praising Lord 
Lytton and other authorities for their great exertions to mitigate the distress of 
the last famine, directs the appointment of a Commission, composed of three or five 
impartial persons, to ascertain the best means of checking distress arising from 
a famine. The Under-Secretary of State for India made, on Wednesday last, a 
motion in Parliament in regard to the raising of new loans for the prosecution 
of public works in India; and it was deeided to appoint a Select Committee to 
consider the proposition and report upon it. Thus, two inquiries are to be 
made separately in regard to the Indian famines, and they are very important. 
The Commission in India will devise means to check famines, and, at the same 
time, the Select Committee in England will show the way for raising funds 
for securing those means. Is not then the haste that is being made in the Im- 
perial Council in regard to the Bill for the imposition of new taxes useless ? 
The means for checking famines, and the way of raising funds to secure those 
means, are yet to be discovered ; and, in the meanwhile, to make haste to im- 

ose a burden of objectionable taxes is something like putting “‘ a cart before a 
hares.” The explanation given by the authorities, on Wednesday last, in the 
Imperial Council, in regard to the administration policy of the Government of 
India, has been published in'detail. And it shows that Sir John has advanced 
very lame and wretched reasons for making the haste. The Finance Minister 
refers for these reasons to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal; and let us see 
what he says. He simply asserts that it is detrimental to delay passing the Bill 
for the imposition of new taxes, for the presidential Governments will, in such 
a case, have to delay bringing the law into operation ; and this delay will leave 
all work about the tax in an uncertain and incomplete state. But His Honour, 
observes the Adst Goftdr, does not give an explanation as to why the delay will 
be detrimental. The higher authorities accept his assertion unquestioned, and sa’ 
that haste is needed in passing the Bill. The otherreason given by the Honourable 
Mr. Eden is very palsy. His Honour says that the licence-taxntéeds to be brought 
into effect through the agency of European officers, and not through Native offi- 


cials ; and if the Bills for this tax are passed in this cold season, the former will be 

better able to devote personal attention to the work of imposition. But, in accept- 

ing this dictum of the Lieutenant-Governor, the Supreme Government uncon- 
4nP2—2 | : 
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seletaby does injustice to its trustworthy Native officers. Under several Gov- 


ernments the more difficult work of the income-tax was done by Native officers 


in a way quite satisfactory to Government; and, hence, it is a mistake of Gov- 
ernment to show want of faith in the Native officers in the comparatively easier 
work of the licence-tax, and to think of employing for it European officers. 
But, even admitting that European officers are to be entrusted with the work of 
bringing into operation the licence-tax, it does not necessarily follow that there 
must be need of making haste in passing the law before the cold season. Those 
officers can and ought to do their work in the hot season as well. The third 
reason advanced by Sir John for making haste is obviously untrue. The 
Finance Minister says, on the authority of the Lieutenant-Governor of ‘Bengal, 
that the public has admitted the necessity of imposing new taxes, and has 
mostly approved of the proposed arrangements for them; and observes that the 
Bills have been before the public for three weeks, and that there is no need of 
further delay. But, observes the Rdst Goftdr, neither Sir John nor His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor gives the grounds for their assertion that the public 
has approved of the proposed taxes. The Rést Goftdr challenges them to show 
the reasons for making such an assertion. The Rast Goftdr believes that they 
have no such reasons. Most of the newspapers have expressed their disap- 
proval of the measures proposed by Government. The disapproval has come 
even form England itself. The Rdst Goftér concludes this long notice with an 
extract from the letter addressed by Sir George Campbell, the late Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, to the London Times, condemning the increase in the duty 
on salt, and the exemption of the rich from the payment of the licence-tax, and 
expresses its concurrence in the views expressed by Sir G. Campbell. 


The Guzerat Samachdr (62) of the 26th January, but received on the 28th, 
Disaiokotes ot tha groves. joms its Native contemporaries in condemning the 
ed imposition of the licence. Proposed imposition of the licence-tax. It speaks of 
tax, and prays Government the great multiplication of taxes and the impoverish- 
to bring under its provisions ment of the people, and pleads for the cessation of 
pal? rs also who are richer new taxes, The proposed licence-tax, observes the 
an Natives. pata ng ag : = 
: Samachér, mainly falls on the Natives, and exempts the 
Europeans from duly sharing itsburden. As the Europeans are richer and get 
higher salaries than the Natives, Government ought to make them bear a due 
portion of the burden. (The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 27th January and several 
other papers of this week, both Mardthi and Gujdrdti, denounce this tax in more 
or less severe terms. They all disapprove of any new burdens in general, and 
of this licence-tax in particular. hey all accuse Government of glaring race- 
partiality in devising this tax, from which Europeans are generally exempted). 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 28th January, in a leader, headed ‘‘ What 
do the People think from the present state of the 


Suggests the poli hich | . , : : 
the Bostich Tae over,. (husso-Turkish) War?” after briefly alluding to the 


ment should, in the opinion 
of the writer, follow to pro- 
tect India from any danger 


great success achieved by Russia, and the total defeat 


_ of the Turks who are suing the Czar for peace, &c., 


observes that England has come into a difficult posi- 


of the Russian approach to 
its frontiers. ; 
various guesses as to the relation between England 


and Russia, and about Russia’s designs on India. Whatever may be the real 


state of the case, it is true that the British rule is superior to the Russian Gov- 


ernment, and that people enjoy under it far more happiness than they would 


under the Russian rule. It is for the benefit of the good British rule that the 
following suggestions are made. Some people see danger in the approach of 
the Russians to the frontiers of India. The best means of warding off that 
danger, are to return the Berars to the Nizam’s Government; to keep’ the 
Native princes of India contented with the British rule; to curtail the expenses 
made in England at the cost of the Indian treasury; to prevent the im- 
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position of new taxes distasteful to the people; and to makea due concession 
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of rights to the people. When this is done, Russia may come so close as Af- 
ghanistan itself, but it will not dare to attack India, and no fear from her need 
‘be entertained. There is nothing new in these views. They have appeared 
over and over again in the vernacular papers. 
The same complains that the people of Surat get their a later than they 
did before, and, consequently, suffer great inconven1- 
Complains of the people of ence, This delay occurs from the delivery peons 
page eg eo ater being frequently transferred by the Post-master from 
{ one quarter of the town to another, and from their 
not being well acquainted with the quarters in which they are to distribute the 
post. None of the delivery peons have, to the knowledge of the public, been 
guilty of any misconduct necessitating their frequent transferences ; and it is 
for the convenience of the public that the peons should be retransferred to 
their former districts. The attention of the postal authorities is requested to 
this subject. (A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 29th January, 
also, makes the same complaint.) | ; 


The Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 30th J way does not approve of the Bill 
for arms, pending before the Imperial Legislature. 
Considers it not right in The Kédside observes that this Bill proposes to levy so 
Government to show suspl heavy a duty on arms imported into the country, as 
cion of the people in regard + Wake it difficult even to servants of the Native 
to the possession of arms. Be 
States to buy arms. The existing Arms Act, and the 
stinginess shown in issuing licences to Natives to possess arms, and the exclusion 
of the Natives of Bombay from the Volunteer Corps, indicate that though Gov- 
ernment calls the Natives bi loyal, yet it looks-upon them with suspicion. 
It is not right, when the people and princes of India have proved their great 
loyalty to the British Government, to entertain a suspicion about them. Such 
a suspicion does not strengthen Government. The rulers ought to confide 
fully in their loyal subjects, whose minds are hurt by the unmerited suspicion 
of them, , 


Municipalities. 


The Samsher Bahadur (53) of the 30th January says that the house-tax 
which is to be shortly imposed by the Municipality of 

The people of Ahmedabad Ahmedabad on the houses of that city, has created 
pig Patina ngs By = great alarm among the Ahmedabadis. gs _ 
intone teanenlieg ’ their great poverty and dulness in trade, and desire 
_ to be exempted from the tax. The Samsher requests 
the President of the Corporation not to impose the house-tax, and to raise the 


requisite funds by imposing a duty on some article of trade. 


Native States. 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 31st January briefly reviews the report of 
, cen the administration of the State of Indore, recently 
Maniesie Holker Po Pn Bes published, and highly praises His Highness the Holkar 
administration of his State. for his administrative abilities and arrangements. The 
administrative measures in regard to land revenue, _ 
the dealings with, and treatment of the agricultural ryots, the state of education ie 
and other matters, are noticed at some length, and their promoter the Mahérdja |! 
is praised for them. The Indore administration is pronounced a model govern- \| 
ment for the Native States of this country. hae ee Ae ot 
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Cholera. 


. 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 1st February states that cholera has broken. 
A vehement attack of Out in the small village of Wangaon, in a 


cholera on the village of Karjat, which contains one hundred huts, and has 
Wangaon, in Taluka Karjat. ¢arried off ninety persons. 


bid KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


: | Reporter on the Native Press, 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, : . ; 


Poona, 5th February 1878. 3 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 8rd February has a leader, headed “The 
ice -Licence-tax Bill.” Before it proceeds to make any 


oe meen on thepro- criticisms on this measure, says the Opinion, it be 
po , 


to assure the authorities and the English public in 
general that, as the tax has been imposed with the excellent object of relieving 
the country from the distress of famines, no one ought to murmur against the 
burden ; and, except for the objectionable features of the measure, the people 
would have cheerfully submitted to it. And though the relief afforded by Gov- 

ernment to the people during the recent famine was not as satisfactory as the 
- public wished, yet the people feel very grateful to Government for the help it 
was pleased to give, and do not grumble to submit to any reasonable burden 
the Government may think it right to impose on them, to recoup itself for the 
expenditure it has incurred in performing the good and humane .work. All 
these acknowledgments, however, do not prevent the people from expressing 
their disapproval of certain features of the measure in question, which they 
believe to be unjust. In the first place, the Natwe Opinion cannot agree with 

overnment in believing that no reductions can be made in the existing expen- 


diture of the State, so as to avoid the necessity of imposing new taxes on the 


people. It thinks that in several departments there is room for economy. For 
instance, even the Government of India itself thinks that there is such room in 
the military department ; but says that itis helpless before the Secretary . of 
State. Under these circumstances, it is evidently unjust to impose new taxes 
on the ryots who are already so much impoverished. Again, if Government 
has spent about Rs. 16,00,00,000 on the famines of the past few years, it ought to 
be content with making a provision to pay the interest of that sum, and for that 
object about Rs. 64,00,000 would be enough. This sum, the writer believes, 
could have been raised by making some reductions in the existing expenditure. 
The Qpinion once more disapproves of the intention of Government to spend 
the proceeds of the tax imposed in the name of famines on new irrigational 
works and railways, and observes that these works should be executed from the 
funds usually set aside for the Public Works Department. The writer then 
repeats the charge of race-partiality, so often brought by its contemporaries 
against Government in connection with this licence-tax ; that it very slightly 
touches, or altogether exempts, Europeans in this country from the burden. 


The proceeding is denounced as the old barbarous Mogldi, aggravated by the 


civilized European cunning. The article contains a few more remarks of the 
same nature. 


The Daydn Prakash (3) of the 7th February contains a long article, headed 


es ‘The Necessity of an Imperial Guarantee to the Debts 
- Advocates the guarantee of of India.” The writer tries to show that, if the autho- 
ngland to the Indian pub- _... : or : 

Ain debt. rities really and sincerely desire to avoid imposing 
fresh taxes on the impoverished ryots of this country, 

there are several ways of carrying out their desire. One of these ways is to 
obtain the guarantee of the: British Parliament to the Indian debt. If this 
guarantee can be obtained, and the British Parliament can confer this boon 
without any expense and sacrifice, India will save as much as, if not more than, 
is required, and accomplish the objects for which the new taxes have been re- 
sorted to. Again, giving this guarantee will give a stronger proof to the world 
of England’s firm determination to keep India at all risks and trouble than can 
be afforded by the assumption of the Imperial title by Her Gracious sag age: 
This subject is very old, and has been discussed over and over again in the 


press, and urged on the attention of the authorities, and, therefore, needs no 
further notice here, | 
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The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 31st January, but received on the 3rd 
February, writes as follows :—‘‘ A correspondent from 
A serious, but ‘unauthen- Waduj writes in his letter that the A. D. E. (Assistant 
ticated, charge against mS Deput Inspector) was at Waduj a few days ago, 
- Assistant Deputy Hducationa' hon he assembled a meeting, and in it attempted to 
ae ae turn the minds of the people against Government by 
a strange speech. The Mémlatddr and other officials, thinking that it is the 
duty of the educational people to speak in such a way as to dispose the minds 
of the people in favour of education and of Government, but as the A. D. E. 
did not do so, resolved to call another meeting the next cay) and to invite him 
to that meeting. But, hearing this news, he immediately left the piace, &c. 
But as the letter did not contain a reliable signature, it was not published.” 


The Kiran (9) of the 3rd February, referring to the news that Government 
intends to appoint a Commission to inquire into, and 

Asserts that the true cause report upon, the causes of the famines which occur in 
of the famines in this coun- this country, accuses Government of wilful blindness 


ee ek ask and deafness. The Airan asserts that the cause of 


Government has determined these famines is as plain as the noonday sun, and yet 
to have a Commission, sug- (Government cannot see it. The ryots are loudly pro- 
gestions are made * _~ oh claiming this cause, and yet Government will not 
sort of Persone Ot rrosed. listen to their cries. This cause is the general pover- 

if ty of the people, rather than the absence of irrigational 
works and of railways. ARer reiterating once more this old assertion of some 
of its contemporaries, the Kiran makes a few suggestions as to the requisite 
qualifications of the members of the proposed Commission. They should, of 
course, be impartial as Government itself says; but, in addition to this qualifica- 
tion, they must be men thoroughly acquainted with the country, with the wants 
and capabilities of its people, and with its agriculture and commerce. They 
must not be all Europeans, nor all Government officers. The Poona Sérwajanik 
Sabh4, which took so much trouble to supply Government with valuable infor- 
mation regarding the late famine, should be consulted in this matter of nominat- 
ing the members of the proposed Commission. The writer also suggests that, 
as Government has resolved upon appointing this Commission, it is only fair that 4 
it should keep.in abeyance the famine taxes until the report of this Commission j 
has been received. For, if this Commission should come to the conclusion that ' 
the general poverty of the people is the true cause of the famines, the present a 
famine measures would be nothing but an aggravation of that evil. 


The same, in another article, headed “ The Arms Bill; or, The Loyalty of 
the Natives Questioned,” referring to the Arms Bill a. § 
Questions the necessityand of the Honourable Mr. Bayley, now pending before the 4 
propriety of making the ex- Supreme Legislative Council, like some of its contem- : 
isting Arms Act more strin- Ay ; ; ; a 
wea. poraries, questions the necessity and propriety. of 4 
al making the existing law on the subject more stringent, 
or the possession of arms by the people more difficult. It shows from statistics 
that the importation of arms is not increasing, but rather decreasing. The 
writer also questions the wisdom of hurting the feelings of the Natives, who are 
staunch in their loyalty, by making an invidious distinction between them and 
the Europeans in the matter of possessing arms. If the people become disloyal, 
they will not think much of the want of arms. Desperate people use any thing. | on 
_ a§ weapons, and even common stones in the streets serve them as such. But 
- such evil times are never to come under the British rule. | | 


A correspondent of the same very highly praises Mr. Eknath Rémkrishna, |\ 7 
De ity hed te the Chief Constable of Jalgaon, for his tact and ability — 


= | 


ble of Jalgaon for his tact 12 detecting crimes, and gives, in support of the praise, = 

snk; ability es cman a recent instance in which about 28 robbers and ino. a 

crimes. perty worth about 22,253 rupees were most skilfully «ss — 
letected by the above-named police officer. — Fert ul Se 
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‘The Arunodaya (10) of the 8rd February, in an article, headed “ The 


States that the ryots of the 
Umbargém Peta, of the Tanna 
District, are suffering dread- 
ful distress from the failure 
of their crops, and that Gov- 
ernment is very harsh in 
exacting from them this year 
the assessment in full. 


Umbargim Peté and Government,” observes that this 


Petd, or subdivision, of the Tanna District, had not © 


sufficient rain this year, and that consequently the 
X bays thereof are suffering extreme distress. While 
the charitable public is rendering what little aid they 
can to these poor sufferers, Government, the writer is 
astonished to remark, is doing nothing for them. The 
Peté contains a population of 56,000 persons, of whom 


20,000 are mere labourers. About 8,000 of the latter number are on the point 


of starvation. 


The subdivision contains about 22,000 acres of land, out of 


which 8,000 are lying waste and uncultivated this year. The remaining 14,000 
were cultivated, but from want of rain they have yielded sbout one-fourth of 


the usual produce. 


Government is, however, insisting on exacting the assess- 
ment in full on all lands. 


Though the revenue authorities are fully aware of 


the wretched state of the crops and the inability of the ryots to pay the assess- 
ment in full, they are using all the rigour they can to realize the revenue. The 
ryots have represented their grievance to the authorities, but have as yet ob- 


tained no redress. 
ernment of India. 


ad have already telegraphed their complaint to the Gov- 
They intend calling personally on the Collector of the. 


district, and, if not successful there, going to Bombay to place their grievance 


before His Excellency the Governor. 


But, knowing as he does the views of Sir 


Richard on this matter, the writer in the Arunodaya cannot hold out any hope 


of success in that quarter. 


(The Suryodaya (4) of the 4th February, also, notices 


this subject, expressing similar sentiments). 
The same, in another article, headed ‘A Few Specimens of British States- 


Reproves the Lientenant- 
Governor of Bengal and the 
Calcutta correspondent of the 
London Tvmes for making the 
groundless assertion that the 
new taxes proposed by the 
Government of India have 
met with the approbation of 


the people and press of this : 
 Strachey’s proposal of the new taxes has been received 


gountry. 


manship,” referring to the alleged statement of the 
Honourable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, that the new taxes, namely, the increased duty 
on salt and the licence-tax, have met with the appro- 
bation of the people, and that, therefore, arrangements 
should be made to bring them into force speedily ; 
and to the telegram sent to the London Times by its 
Calcutta correspondent, that the Honourable Sir 


with approbation by the whole Indian press, expresses 


extreme astonishment at the audacity of these assertions, so thoroughly ground- 
less, improbable, and contrary to the actual facts. The assertions are pure 
inventions, made probably with the object of deceiving the good people of 
England and of Europe into a belief that India is governed with the approba- 
tion and to the satisfaction of its Native populations. The practice is not at all 
new with English statesmen. The Arunodaya hopes that our rulers, instead of 
resorting to such despicable stratagems, will act sincerely and generously with 


their poor Indian subjects, and will thereby promote the true interests of them- 
selves and of the ryots. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 1st February, but received on the 4th, in a 

long article, headed ‘“ The Plunder of India in order to Enrich the Houses of the 
Europeans,” makes a severe attack on the English 

a ae attack on Government. It says that the acts of Government 
and accuses it . eee are growing unbearably oppressive and unjust. The 
India to poverty, rendering WTiter is perfectly convinced that no cry, however 
its population effeminate,and loudly and repeatedly raised by the Native press, can 
ps gy hed Pano and bring about any good result; still he thinks it his 
basiac pee oO gegr _ uty to record what he thinks of the doings of the 
nefit of the cell authorities. He then reiterates the old statements of 
Le several of its contemporaries that the old Mahomedan 


* 


Government, though despotic and tyrannical, was more beneficial to the Natives 
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thin the present civilized rule. The English rulers have reduced the country 


to utter poverty ; made its people entirely effeminate ; have ruined its industries _ 
pen sa soa and have made the nation quite despicable. Then the 


writer tries to show, at length, the great injustice of spending a very large por- 
tion of the Indian revenue every year in paying the interest to the late share- 
holders of the East India Company, or to their descendants. The complaint 
is an old one, and very often repeated in the Native press. The article contains 
one or two more complaints of the same nature. 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 31st January, but received on 


| the 8rd February, in a para. under “ Loeal,” states 
A complaint against pr that the City Survey Department of Ahmedabad exer- 
yeti | maa, € great tyranny nowadays. The former Superin- 
Coe tendent of the Survey disposed of cases of some persons, 
after due inquiry into documentary evidence. People are now, without proper 
cause, summoned to produce their documents, and their time is misspent, and 
hinderance caused in their doing their own work. The writer promises to give 
instances in support of this complaint in a future issue. : 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the'3rd February, in its opening leader, headed. 

‘‘ Licence-tax as a Trial of Our Independence,” observes 

Advises the public to sub- that no sooner was it known thata suggestion had been 
Se so ae made in the Imperial Legislature to impose a licence- 
Bill Beat ya s Government +@X on the country, then the measure was condemned 


to pay due attention to it. by the newspapers, every well-wisher of his country, 


and every honest critic of the policy of Government.. 


Notwithstanding such an universal condemnation, on 29th January the Licence- 
tax Bill was brought before the Bombay Legislature for its’ first reading. 
However, it is gratifying to see that the three non-official members of the 
Council, who were present on the occasion, unanimously opposed the Bill. 
But, being a weak minority, their opposition was of no use. This failure of the 


unofficial members leads one to question the utility of appointing any unofficial | 


members to these Councils, if they are always tobeina minority. The Guzerat 
Mitra leaves this question aside for the present, and advises the public to submit 
a protest to Government against this Bill, and prays Government to give its due 
attention to the protest, ; 


The same, in another leader, is surprised to see Government wishing to 
= the new Licence-tax Bill at once. When Her 

Disapproves of the Governe Most Gracious Imperial Majesty has announced in the 
ment of India’s wish toim- speech from the throne that a Commission will be - 


| ri bgt Rycans pir rr ne = pointed, and the Secretary of State for India has as 


"Gi ak tascam Oownianion, ed the Supreme Government to ap oint a Commission, 
to ascertain means to mitigate composed of five or six impartial gentlemen, to in- 
famines, is known. quire into the causes of the Indian famines and to 
suggest means to avert them, what can be the mean- 

ing of the haste the Government of India is making to impose the licence-tax, 
before the above Commission is appointed and the result of its labours known ? 
Is this act of the Indian Government not like digging a grave for a person 
before he dies? Does the Government mean that there is no other way to 
avert the evil effects of a famine than to impose new taxes? Does it say that 
it foreknows the result of the Jabours of the Commission to be appointed, and 
therefore sees no objection to impose the licence-tax? Suppose the Commis- 
sion decides that to mitigate the distress of the famine it is necessary to lessen 
the burden of taxation on the people, as was shown by the Guzerat Mitra in a 
previous issue, will not the Government have to repeal the Licence-tax Act? If, 
notwithstanding this, Government wants to pass the Bill for the tax at once, 
does it mean to make the Commission ordered to be held a.farce? Certainly, 


the conduct of Government seems unexplainable in this matter. When it wants 


_ to impose the tax as a means of mitigating the famines, what is the use of ap- 
pointing a Commission to find out the means ? | 
oN P9—2 
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~ fhe same joins some of its contetiiporaries, whose remarks weré noticed int 
| the last weekly report, in contradictmg the assertion 
m Contain s heconiig made ny His Honour the easy Ey gh Ben- 
is Honour thé ldetenant- a] in the Intpe ouncil: that the Bill for the pro- 
lecuiear tare kgpeeeed: posed licetice:-ta% was approved of by the public. 
of by the publie. @ Mitra says that His Honour cannot have any 
ground to support the assertion; as the publi¢ and its 

organ—the ptess—have not approved of the measure. 


The Bombay Samachér (45) of the 4th February is glad to see that the 
unfortunate corivicts sent from the Erowda jail to 

Requests Government to work on the Nira canal works have been at last brought 
appoint a Commission to as: back. But thé result; arising from their beitig sent to 
pence des coe Tee bag great those works, hds been so rey bad, and the work of 
thn donee aie Sia ake bringing them has been performed sd late, that the 
Erowda jail to the Nira canal authorities concerned do not eseape from the blame 
works. which they deserve. Had the step which is now 
, | : taken, been adopted at the propér time, and had 
measures beeh adopted at the commencement to prevent the unfortunate con- 
victs falling victims to a terrible epidemit, much of the mischief which has 
taken place would have been averted. Among the convicts brought back to the 
Erowda jail, 270 are suffering more or Jess from fever. The number of the 


convicts who have died is said to be seventy: This large number of deaths and 


the number of the sick among the convicts make it very desirable that Govern- 
iment should appoint a Commission to inquire whether the large mortality and 
unhealthiness among the prisoners are attributable to the negligence of the 
authorities of the jail, or of the officers who were charged with the work of super- 
intending their work, and’ should order the adoption of measures to prevent 
similar sad occurrences taking place in future. 


The same of the 5th February is much pleased with the educational policy 
Hich] se a ae Government enunciated by Sir Richard Temple, 
ed certisnak o tise of G the -in his address at the last Convocation of the Bombay 
policy of Govern- : : a 

ment published by Sir University. The Samdchdr observes that for some 
Richard Temple in his ad- time past the attitude of the Supreme Government, and 
pres geo os ath orem particularly that of the Bengal Government, has been 
@ Mombay Nniversity- —_ inimical to higher education in India. It has been 
advanced by these Governments that it is more advantageous to India to give 
pueey education to its masses at a certain expenditure of money, than to incur 
it for the higher education of a few. These Governments have not remained 
satisfied with the mere advancement of this opinion. They have abolished several 
colleges of Upper India. This attitude of those Governments had raised fears in 
the minds of the people of the Bombay Presidency that, perhaps, the mind of their 


own Governor was imbued with similar principles, and that he wanted to. 


pabie them in his Convocation address, and they were anxiously awaiting to 
ear Sir Richard’s address. Happily, their fears have been dissipated by the 


Chancellor’s utterances. They were pleased to hear that their Governor's 


policy is equally encouraging to low, middle, and high education, and His 
Excellency has advanced strong and discreet reasons in support of his policy, 
which is undoubtedly the best and the wisest. Thus, so long as Sir Richard re- 
mains Governor of this Presidency, higher education here has nothing to fear, but 
to expect every encouragement, as hitherto received from Government. And for 
this the people are very glad, and must highly praise the Governor. (Jdme 
Jamsed (46) of the 6th and 7th February, also, highly approves of Sir Richard’s 


advice to the graduates and under-graduates of the Bombay University, and 


exhorts them to follow it closely and heartily ; and tells them that, if they do so, 
they will be highly benefited by it. Sir Richard’s opinion that education to 


the middle classes should be given both in the Vernaculars and English, is also 
highly approved of.) | je 
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1e same of the 6th February states that in his last annual report the 
ms Political Agent of Indore has complained that the land 
Aska Governmentto notice assessment of the State of Indore is heavier than it 
the complaint that the oa should be, and that harshness is exercised on the ryots 
ppp ty tecgete pit in collecting it. The Samdechdér requests Government 
it to remove the similarcom- to give its attention to this complaint, since it is its 
plaint made by its own ryots. duty, as the paramount power in this country, to see 
| | _ that none of the subordinate Native States exercise any 
oppression on their respective ryots. But a question arises whether it would be 
proper for the British Indian Government to interfere in this matter before it 
removes the complaint of its own ryots of a similar nature and of long standing. 
The complaint of the British Indian ryots that a heavy land assessment is im- 
osed on them, is supported by not only the discreet and experienced persons of 
fndia but of England also. Though there is no higher authority over the 
English Government which can control it, itis a wise Government, and is ruled 
by conscience, which ought to make it remove the complaints of its own ryots. 
If it notices the complaint against the Indore administration before removing 
the similar complaint made by its own ryots, it will incur the blame of giving 
advice to others which it does not itself follow. 


The same of the 7th February states that His Lordship the Bishop of Cal- 
+ @utta, at a recent Ecclesiastical meeting, has expressed. 
Notices theadvice givenby his opinion that European gentlemen in the service 
His oe the pa of of Government cannot, as Government servants, give 
peg ae pei ace Chris, encouragement to the N atives to become Christians ; 
tianity in their privatecharac- but that they can do so as private gentlemen, and that 
ter to the Natives, and re- Government will not object to their doing it in their 
quests. Government to warn Jatter capacity. This opinion of His Lordship, .ob- 
these officers to desist from fe eS 
following the adyice. serves the Samdchdr, is erroneous ; and were the Govern- 
ment officers to act according to it, and were Govern- 
ment to overlook their doings in this matter, evil effects would surely follow. 
The religious feelings of the people of this country are highly delicate, and they 
are liable to be quickly hurt; and, hence, discreet persons avoid as much as 
they can touching them. ‘The principal cause of the British Indian Government 
being so very strong in this country, and of its securing the confidence of the 
people, is its policy of keeping aloof from hurting in any way the religious 
feelings of the people. It is true, to some extent, that the acts of Government 
officers in their private capacity have no connection with their public character 
as Government servants. But the majority of the people is not able to make 
this distinction. It pays the same respect to a Government servant whether he 
be engaged in the discharge of his public duties, or appears before it in his 
private character. Moreover, a Government officer is more responsible for his 
acts whether done in his public or private capacity than a purely private 
gentleman. Hence, if a Huropean Government officer preaches Christianity to 
Natives even in his own house or in some other place, the religious feelings of 
the people will be affected, and Government itself will be blamed for this occur- 
rence. The British Indian Government knows this well; and will, it is hoped, 
desist from showing its approval of His Lordship’s opinion in this matter. 
From the mode of expression used by His Lordship in propounding the above- 
mentioned opinion, it seems that.Government has no objection to the carrying 
out of His Lordship’s advice. But it cannot be so; very probably His Lord- 
ship is mistaken, or has been misled by some high Government officers. However 
this may be, no Government officers ought to follow the advice, and Government. 
should give them timely warning to desist-from adopting it. 


The same of the 8th February makes a few observations on the Arms Bill 
Criticisms on the Bill re. Pending in the Legislative Council of the Government 
garding arms and ammuni- f India. The Samdchir observes that this Bill pro- 
tion, pending in the legisla. poses to levy a very heavy duty on arms imported 
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tive Council of the Govern: into this country by sed. It is intended to levy the 
ment of India, = import duty of fifty rupees on every musket, and 
jos _ fifteen rupees on every pistol, and so on. This very 
heavy duty leads one to believe that it cannot be intended for any other object 
than to put down the importation of such arms into this country. ‘The autho- 
rities themselves state that the importation of such arms into this country has 
increased of late ; that large numbers of muskets are exported into the countries 
beyond the frontiers of British India and into other Native States, and that 
these exports are dangerous to the peace of the empire, to maintain which it is 
necessary to check the large exportation of fire-arms; and that the heavy duty 
proposed to be levied is devised with that object. It is just and proper, ob- 
serves the Samdchdr, for the British Indian Government to prohibit the export 
of fire-arms into States beyond the frontiers as well as within India, which are 
independent, and which do not conduct themselves towards the Indian Govern- 
ment with amity and friendship. If the Bill were to accomplish this object 
only, there would be nothing to say against it. But its provisions raise equal, 
nay, more, difficulties in the way of the Native subjects of the Indian Govern- 
ment itself, as are intended to be placed in that of the States whieh are inimical 
to the Indian Government. The Native subjects:are also prohibited from keep- 
ing any of the two kinds of fire-arms without first obtaining a licence from the 
constituted authorities; and Europeans are excluded from this prohibition. 
These provisions of the Arms Bill show that the Government, or more properly 
those who have drafted the Bill, make not only no difference whatever between 
the subjects of the States inimical to the British Indian Government and its 
own Native subjects who are so very loyal, who love their Government so well, 
and who so highly desire the permanence of it, but show more diffidence of the 
latter, by, requiring that they shall possess and keep no fire-arms without ob- 
taining licences. There can be no doubt that this distrust of the Native sub- 
jects must hurt their feelings, and make them dissatisfied ; and it is not wrong 
to say that this conduct of Government towards the Natives is a serious political 
blunder. The Bill is not a law, and there is time yet to avoid the blunder. If 
the authorities think that anew law regarding fire-arms is necessary, they 
should make one which will place due difficulties in the way of the ryots of 
the foreign States getting fire-arms, but none in the way of the Native subjects 
of the British Government itself, who do not deserve a bad return for their 
great loyalty to their sovereign. | oe 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Surat, states that the vice of 
ail od ee gambling appears to have considerably increased ‘in 
of an Ge skeibting in this town. Gambling is extensively carried on in 
Surat, and requests the almost every quarter of the town, particularly in 
Superintendent of Police to Sayadpur and Muglisard. In some places houses, and 
pate Rperconl conspce y's to in others stables, are retained for practising this mis- 
down thetic °P™* ~chievous pastime, and large amounts are gambled 
away. lhe gamblers generally belong to the higher 
classes of the people, and are of an’ advanced age. The writer requests the 
Superintendent and the Inspector of Police to set personally to the work of 
detecting these gamblers and putting down the vice. 


The Rdst Goftar (48) of the 8rd February, in an editorial, headed “ A Bill 
Raseniante sa: to Abolish the Legislative Councils!” observes that 
ef tis” dileears Tocantins seeing that Government wants laws of a certain 
Councils of this country, as character passed and gets them enacted by a certain 
they cannot work independ- course, that it has given to the Legislative Councils a 
a ee -— _ certain constitution that shams are played in these 
mua Councils, and that Legislatures are reduced to mere 
empty forms, it seems that the only wise course is to 


. 


do anay with the farce of these Councils, and that Government should enact at 


once a law to close these institutions. It is true that these bodies were created 
by the British Parliament; but the same Parliament, there'is no doubt, will do 
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e work of abolishing them with pleasure. For it was the Parliament itself 
tat Ie given & ig oak to the eid arbitrary imperialism, and the Parlia- 
ment will not refuse to abolish these Councils, because to do so will be quite in 
unison with its present ten The loyal subjects of India will mutely submit, 
and will not raise any complaint against the abolition; they will be glad for it, 
as it will conduce to the happiness of both the rulers and the ruled. The Bill 
for the proposed licence-tax furnishes a good cause for the abolition of these 
Councils. ‘The Bill appeared in the Imperial and the Presidential Legislatures at 
one and the sametime. The people have the right of expressing their opinions 
in these Councils; but that right clashes with the Imperial authority. The 
members ‘representing the public in each of these Councils make an opposition 
to the Bill; but, fortunately, sarcastically observes the Rdst Goftdr, they area 
minority in all these Councils. The wishes of the Imperial Government are 
carried out in every case, and the existence of this popular element in these 
Councils presents the false appearance that the Government of this country is 
administered by public opinion. In short, the Legislative Councils show dis- 
respect to the Imperial Government and mislead the subjects. They are of no 
. Penefit either to Government or the people. It is better, therefore, to abolish 
these Councils and to suppress the rising publie opinion, | ) 


The Mitt Prakdsh (58) of the 2nd February, but received on the 7th, re- 
quests the President of the Local Fund Committee (of 
Requests the Local Fund the Kaira Zillah) to clean the well situated between the 
Committee of the Kaira Zillah villages of Sanghdna and Atrol, in Taluka Matar. 
to clean the public ha et A highway passes by this public well, whose water 
en eo Atrol, in W28 hitherto used by the numerous travellers of the 
Taluka Matar. road. But of late the water stinks much, and the 
. travellers cannot use it without injuring their health. 
Consequently they experience much hardship, and it behoves the Committee 
to get this well cleaned in the hot season. 


The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 5th February, also, denounces the proposed 
imposition”of the licence-tax and the increase made in 
Joins its Native contempo- the duty on salt levied in this Presidency. The rea- 
raries in denouncing the pro- — song advanced in support of the denunciation are 

posed licence-tax and thein- . ‘J h forth b f ta Watt 
crease made in the saltduty,  Simuar to those put forth by most of its Native con- 
eS temporaries, whose observations have been noticed at 

length in some of the previous weekly reports. . 


Municipalities. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Aumedabad of the 31st January, but received on 

the 3rd February, requests the attention of the Revenue 

Requests the attention of Commissioner, N. D., whois now at Ahmedabad, to the 
gigas ———. under-mentioned matters concerning the ponte re | 
ters ofthe City of Ahmedabad, Of thatcity. The Municipal Commission of Ahmedabad, 
against which the writer says the AHitechchhu, contains at this day the Commis- 


raises complaints. sloners who were appointed fifteen or twenty years ago, 


with the exception of such as have died or resigned their 


posts in the interim. In the case of death or resignation, new members were 
appointed, whom the President of the Corporation selected for the vacant places. 
Even some of these vacancies were filled in such a manner as to indicate that 


the posts of the Commissioners were hereditary places. For instance, on the © 
death of the Kazi of Ahmedabad, who was a Commissioner, the vacancy was — 
filled by the appointment of his son Khénsaheb, who had not even the | 
mustachios on his upper lip; and on the death of the chhdpgar (printer) of © 


Ahmebabad, who also was a Commissioner, the place was given to his son. 
Some of the Commissioners cannot even read well any written or printed matter 
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theis ate such as know only to flatter. By such nominations the President of 
he Corporation has made the appointments distasteful to the people. It is 
.ecessary, theréfore, to appoint new Commissioners who ‘are well educated 
ind liked by the people. The Hitechchhu also demurs against thé Health Officer 
yf Ahmedabad being also a Commissioner,—an unexplicable position of a master 
ind a servant being represented by one and the same individual. The third 
natter complained against by the Hitechchhu is the intention of the Munici- 


ality to levy a house-tax and a Municipal licence-tax to make up the Municipal | 


‘evenue of Rs, 50,000 which has to be given up, under orders of Government, for 
\bolishing town-duties on silk and Europe twist and cotton cloth. Against the 
proposed Municipal licence-tax the Hilechchhu advances thé same arguments as 
ire put forth by the Native press against the proposed Imperial licence-tax, and 
1oticed at length in some of the previous weekly reports. About the house-tax 
t says that it will fall unequally on the rich and the poor. Direct taxes are not 
suited to India, and ought not to be resorted to; The Hitechchhu then makes a 
suggestion to realize the fifty thousand rupees. It recommends to the Corpora- 
ion to levy increased duty on carts bringing grain, wood, and other articles 
into the city. The scale of increase it suggests will, in its opinion, bring in 
‘orty thousand rupees over and above the present income from thatsource. For 
the remaining ten thousand rupees, the Municipality is requested to exercise 
due economy in some expenses, and to prevent the saving of the police allotment 


from heing spent on miscellaneous matters, as provided in the present budget 
estimate: | 


A correspondent of the Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 6th February, writing from 

Asks the Municipality of SUFat, complains that the cess-pools of the Sukhdia lane, 

Surat to remove the nuisance near Burdnpuri gate of that town, stink horribly, and 

existing in Sukhdia lane, it is feared that this stink will mischievously affect the 

2 the, Buranpuri gate of health of the people of that quarter. | When cholera 
at town. | ‘ oa Re : 

| has made its appearance in the town, the Municipality 

ought to clean this lane and to remove the nuisance at once. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
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Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 12th February 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Dnydn-Prakdsh (3) of the 11th February, in an article, headed “ The 
| Thanks Her Most Gracious Royal Famine Commission, after respec tful ly thank- 
{Imperial Majesty for ordering %4g Her Gracious Majesty the Empress of India for ex- 
a Commission to inquire into pressing her wish to have a Commission appointed to 
the causes, and to suggest the + jnquire into the causes, and to suggest the best means 

_— i t of mitigating the 4 averting the evil effects of famines in India, observes 
vils of famines occurring in ning SENS ; ‘ Fa . 
India; and makes a few sug- that it is a very important step in the right direction. 
gestions as to what sort of The writer in the Dnydn Prakdsh hopes that the Com- 
gentlemen should be nominat- mission will commence its work before the painful, 
ed to sit on this Commission. tut lively, recollection of the late calamity has in any 
way faded from the public mind; and states that it ought to be nominated and 
pe Bae to begin its sittings with as little delay as possible. Again, the Com- 
mission should consist not of five, but of at least ten members. All these mem- 
bers should, of course, be impartial and able men. They sliould not be Govern- 
ment officers, if possible ; and certainly not officers belonging to the Revenue 
Survey Department. For it is a notorious fact that the people have no confi- 
dence in the independence and impartiality of Government officers, and es 
cially those of the Revenue Survey Department, when they are called upon to 
decide matters in which the interests of Government and those of the ryots are 
believed to clash. The writer says he cannot now inquire into the causes of 
this popular belief; but asserts that the existence of the belief is an indisputable 
fact. ‘The writer promises to return to this question again in a future issue. 


The same of the 14th February has again.a leader on the same subject, 
* The Royal Famine Commission.”’ In this article 
the writer supports the suggestion he has made in the 
article of the 11th February, that the Commission 
under notice should consist not of five, but of ten mem- 
bers. He observes that India, though politically one country, is as large as a 
Continent, and contains populations very different from each other, in nationality, 
manners, customs, &c. It is generally divided into five parts, and the Govern- 
ment'of India and the Home Government recognize this division by appointing 
members representing each of these parts in their respective Councils. The 
same principle ought to be recognized in forming the intended Famine Commis- 
sion that justice may be done to all these parts. Again, each part should have 
two representatives, one European and one Native. ‘The Native representatives 
are necessary to make the minds of the people confide in the conclusions arrived 
at, and in the recommendations made, by the Commission. For the same object 
the Native members of the Commission should be independent gentlemen, and 
not servants of Government. The writer is sure that it will not be at all diff- 
cult to find Native gentlemen possessing all the requisite qualifications to make 


Suggestions regatding the 
proposed Royal Famine Com- 


mission. 


them efficient members of the proposed Commission. 


The Mahérdstra Mitra (5) of the 7th February, but received on the 10th, 


observes that formerly the praises of the English Gov- 


rho that et agi ms ernment were to be found in the mouth of every 
coming unpopu ar, ana al- . , ° a 7 : 
tes th’ hak tho weeitee enone and that its policy at that time really deserv 


thinks to be the causes of the ©@ such praise. But nowadays, whether it be from 
alleged unpopularity. a change for the worse in its fortune, or from the evil 

ee desires arising in the “minds of its European officers, 
the same English Government has begun to be an object of popular censure. 
The people say openly that they were better off even under the old Mahomedan 


rule than they are under the civilized Government of Britain. Though the 

were now po then oppressed under the former, they were not reduced to dich | 
utter poverty and helplessness as they are under the present regimé. They feel 
themselves mych oppressed. The Mitra then refers to the extreme misery and 
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a privations the ryots have suffered in the last year’s famine, and to the imposi- 


4ion of the new taxes on these very sufferers, and repeats the assertion of seve- 
ral of its contemporaries that, though the authorities could have reduced the 
existing expenditure and thereby man to avoid imposing the new taxes 
had they wished to do so, they did not adopt that course, because they did not 
wish to injure the interests of their countrymen. The ie. complain of this 
conduct of Government as unjust; and it is not good for Government that a feel- 
ing of discontent should increase among its subjects. The strange conduct of 
its officers makes one apprehend that the English Government may meet with 
the same fate with which that of the old Peshwé’s met. It is true, our writings 
will prove distasteful to Government; but experienced persons say that it will 
in the end repent of not having listened to these warnings. 


The Kiran (9) of the 10th February, in an article, headed “ We see through 
our Rulers,” observes that the more closely we are 
Accuses Government of connected with our rulers, the easier it becomes for 
oo and states that us to know their real character. The statesmen use 
oie dae ikas many stratagems to throw dust into the eyes of the 
people; but we perfectly see through them and their 
tricks. What the people say is very rarely minded. No use is made of what is 
written in the newspapers. The Governors and the Viceroy disregard our wel- 
fare, and only exert heart and soul in filling the State treasury. In the recent 
famine thousands of poor people suffered privations, and many fell victims to the 
mismanagement of Government. We cannot help saying that Government derives 
advantages from famines. Government reduced the import duties on European 
cloth and increased the State expenditure, in order to benefit its own countrymen. 
This led to a deficit, to remove whieh it has imposed new taxes on the ryots, 
without paying any regard to their convenience and capabilities. It could have 
reduced the State expenditure if it wished; but it does not think of doing so. 
The people understand all this. 


The same, in another short editorial, headed “ ‘The Legislative Council 


Aue _ \Farce,” says, ‘“ We cannot help saying that the Legis- 

_Calls the Legislative Coun- ative Couneil is acting simply like throwing dust into 
cils a farce, and accuses Gov- th f th 1 d dansiui h Th 

ernment ‘of disregarding the @ eyes of the people and deceiving them. 2 

convenience and happiness of Legislative Councils are not what they were intended 

the people, expressmg sen- to be; and being composed mostly of Government 

timents of questionable pro- officials and Europeans, they do not work as fairly as 


| Ree: they ought. Those of the Counsellors who are not 


Native officials being in the minority, when they express their views against a 
measure, the European members form a majority, and outvote the Native 
members. This proceeding of the Legislature is one of the chief causes by which 
Government has rendered itself distasteful to the people. The laws being for | 
the convenience and happiness of the ryots, when misery and inconvenience 
result from them, the ryots eannot be blamed if they believe that such measures 
ought not to be laws, and refuse to obey the orders of Government in that 
respect. Though it cannot be said when this smouldering discontent will prove 
injurious to Government, or whether it will ever prove to be so, with certainty, 
yet there is no doubt that the present course commenced by Government is 
detrimental. The Trades Licence Bill, having gone through the form of three 
readings, was passed last Friday. Disregarding the outery which was raised 
throughout the country against passing this measure, Government has carried 
out its obstinate will. It is impossible to say at present how far Government 
has done to itself inj by adopting this course. For, if the newspapers. set 
forth in plain ete Oe gs beneficial to Government, they bring upon them- 
selves imputation of disloyalty. Thereisno doubt that the Licence Tax Act has 

roved that what Mr. Bright has said is literally true, and what Mr. Stephen 
bes advanced js entirely untrue. There is no doubt that we are to be oppress- 

anPl6—2 — | eas 


tat 
aya 
higee P 

Fei he 


rit 
f ta 
sawed 
Mey, ‘i 

sap S 


5 


ed in the same way until we, the fyots, show our real character’ to Governnient. 
It is plain that mere entreaties of ours will not open the ears of Government.” 
The Arunodaya (10) of thé 10th February, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
i ek eam at 7 mi Mbrckoa AF oon = so ine 
Expresses its approval of the speech of His Excellency Sir Richard Temple in 
peace iis far-Henn the recent Convocation of the Bombay University, 
the Governor, in his recent approves of most of the sentiments His Excellency 
ep antes Sy rages ine chad has expressed on — educati “i and the _— 
ing, However, tte correctness he has given to the uates and the under-graduates 
Testtioaay a ob ee "Gaivanliey aa thanks His Eewdllancy for’ 
cn | the same. The writer, however, criticises one’ or two 
remarks of His Excellency. Sir Richard, in the course of his speech, referred 
to the gradual exhaustion, and the consequent deterioration, of the soil, and 
to the necessity of applying proper manures to make it regain its old fertility ; 
and observed that it is one of the duties of the educated Natives to enlighten 
their less favoured countrymen, the ryots, on this point of vital importance to 


the welfare of the country. The Arunodaya admits the exhaustion and deterio- — 


ration of the soil, and the necessity of applying the proper manures; but 
contends that this sad state, which threatens to be sadder if not remedied in 
time, cannot be attributed to the ignorance of the cultivating ryots, nor can 
it be remedied by the advice of the enlightened Natives. It is the result of 
the revenue policy of Government, and from Government itself the remedy 
must come, Government increases the land assessment when it pleases This 
prevents the cultivator from taking any permanent interest imhis land, and 
discourages him from effecting its permanent improvement. He makes a 
temporary shift, and tries to get as much as he can from his land, without 
undertaking any great or permanent improvement, of which he is not sure of 
reaping the full benefit. If the cultivator is ensured of getting all the profit 
of the capital and labour he may spend upon his land, that is, if he be sure that 
Government will not increase the rate of assessment on his land, or will exact 
from him a large share of his profits by other contrivances, such as the imposi- 
tion of a local cess, road cess, &c., he will be found to bestow the greatest care 
on his land, and restore it to its former fertility in the course of a very few 
years. Thus, there is no need of our young graduates becoming Missionaries 
for preaching agricultural improvements to the ryots. The real secret of the 
improvement lies with the Government itself, and it can effect it easily if it 
sets about it in the right way. Again, His Excellency refers to the destruc- 
tion of the forests in the country and to the consequent recurring draughts, and 
fecommends the necessity of preserving trees, and asks the young educated 
Natives to spread right notions on the subject among the people. Here also 
the Arunodaya differs from His Excelleney, and thinks that the error originated 
through Government, and by it alone it can be rectified. When the attention 
of Government was first turned to the forest conservancy question m the time 
of Mr. Gibson, a wise and simple rule was adopted that, before a ryot cuts 
down one tree, he must satisfy Government that he has planted two; and had 
this wise and simple rule been strictly enforced, there would have been enough 
of jungle in the country. But Government began to convert the forest conser- 
vancy question into a question of finance, and the jungles disappeared to fill 
the State treasury. Let Government change its forest policy for the better, 
and the evil will gradually disappear. 


The Shiwdji (28) of the 8th February, but received on the 10th, in an 
article, headed ‘ The New Arms Bill,” observes that, 
Tries to show that the new properly speakin . there is no necessity of taking any 


Arms Bill of the Honourable fT ERS | : ; 
Me, Ragity 'o uncelled forand : 20 of this Bill. For the ryots have grown too 


unstatesmanlike. or to take any interest in the expensive luxury of - 


| aving fire-arms in their possession. To pass such 
laws, however, is not creditable to Government. The true basis of the strength 
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ing the new licence-tax on trades). 


6 
of a Government is its goodness and justice. As long as it is good and just, and 
its subjects pleased with it, it matters little what quantities of arms. the latter 
may possess. The writer, also, shows that the population of this country is too 
weak, ten, and unambitious to be an object of fear to such a mighty power 
as the British Government is. Consequently, the Bill under notice is entirel 
uncalled for. It is not only calculated to show the timidity of the Englis 


Government, but a want of statesman! M foresight ig its present administrators. 


It is also calculated to hurt the feelings of the people by making them think 


that their rulers doubt their loyalty. (The A’ryé Warta (36) of the 9th Febru- 


ary, but received on the 12th, has an article on this Bill expressing similar 


views.) 


The Kasta Wildsini (29) of the 12th February has an article, headed 
“The Mother-in-law and The Daughter-in-law.” The 
Advises Governments not article, as is usual with this paper, is rambling, 
to oppress their ryots, nor to vague, and, in some places, obscure. The writer 
entertain jealousy or suspi- : ; . ‘ 
sion of the Native Princes.  %4Vises Governments to treat their subjects with 
kindness, and not to oppress and persecute them, 
that the latter may not harbour feelings of revenge, and pay the former in their 
own coin with interest. It must be remembered that all things in this world 
are liable to vicissitude. The good or bad conduct of the subjects mainly 
depends upon that of the rulers themselves. No jonsoeny or suspicion should 


be entertained against the dependent princes, such as the Scindia, the Holkar, 


&c. They should rather be encouraged to improve their armies that they may 


be useful in time of danger. 


The Aryawart Panchénan (40) of the 6th up one but received on the 
10th, in an article, headed ‘“ What is to be the 
Animadversions onthenew Result ?” severely censures Government for sea 


_ ‘the Bry sy ak Gs the new taxes on the ryots in their present distresse 


licence-tax. condition. Referring to the observation of the 

Honourable Sir John Strachey that, though the duty 
on salt has been increased in the Bombay and the Gites Presidencies, the 
same has been reduced in Bengal and other provinces of Upper India, and that 
the number of those on whom the burden is lightened is much greater than that 
of those on whom it is made heavier; the Panchénan observes that it cannot see 
in that fact much ground for the justification of this proceeding of Government. 
For the provinces in which the duty on this necessary of life and health has been 
so heavily increased, have not as yet quite come out of a most dire calamity from 
which they have recently ma ud so dreadfully. The new licence-tax will also 
press most heavily on these very same poor classes, which can so ill-afford to sub- 
mitto any new burden. It istrue that Government itself does not mean to bring 
under the operation of the latter tax those who are really unable to contribute 
to it. But those whom Government will entrust with the practical working out 
of this tax are not likely to be as kind-hearted and thoughtful as Government 
itself. It is also true that Government has provided appeals for the redress of 
those who may find themselves unjustly dealt with in this matter ; but it is 
notorious that such means of obtaining redress prove of little or no avail to the 
poor, ignorant, and timid ryots. The tax is thus sure to iead to much injus- 
tice, tyranny, and annoyance to the people, and must add immensely to the 
discontent of the ryots; and it is not wise or safe on the part of Government to 
allow such a feeling of discontent to grow among its ryots. The writer 
says that he cannot speak of the disadvantages arising from this feeling in 


plainer terms, from the fear that his remarks may be misinterpreted and he 


may be brought into troubles. (The Dnydn Bodhak (22) of the 4th February, 
but received on the 10th, also joins the rest of the Vernacular press in denounc- 
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The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 7th February, but received on 
ne the 10th, thus briefly, but forcibly, gives its opinion 
yee oa pro- of the proposed licence-tax on trades. It says, ‘‘ The 
yiracne ™_ publication of the Licence-tax Bill has produced great 
dissatisfaction among the people of Ahmedabad. Government seems to act like 
one who digs a grave for a person who is not yet dead. It wants to come 
down upon the incomes of traders for providing against future famines. Being 
blinded by selfishness, it does not seem that it thinks of practising due economy 
in the State expenditure. A good deal of saving can be effected by reducing 
a little the salaries of officers pHi ars more than five hundred rupees a month, 
and by levying five per cent more duty on wines, spirits, and other goods 
imported into this country. But if it did so, the interests of Englishmen would 
suffer; and hence the blind Government, in the absence of any other source 
occurring to it, thinks of pressing down the poor traders of India, who are 


already reduced to (comparative) poverty on account of a lull in the trades and 
commerce of the country.” 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 10th February, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 
_ Importance of the Non-official Members of our Legisla- 
Complains against the great tive Councils,” in referring to the failure of the opposi- 
minority of the non-official tion made by the non-official members of the Council, 
members in the Legislative ° : | “ani “1 
Councils of this country. at its first reading, to the Licence-tax Bill of the 
Bombay Legislative Council, observes that it is to be 
regretted that these members do not carry due weight in the consultations of 
the Council. And similar is the state of the non-official members of the other 
Legislatures of this country. We have submitted, and must submit, to theinjustice 
of Government in not appointing in these Councils members selected by the 
people. But this injustice is considerably increased when the members selected 
and appointed by Government itself, as representatives of the public, cannot, 
simply if consequence of their being in a small minority, do the public any 
benefit. Though this:small number of the non-officials may show much opposi- 
tion, raise strong objections, and communicate to the Council the real feelings 


of the — yet their say does not receive due weight. Laws enacted by 


these Councils, under such circumstances, cannot be said to be enacted with the 
consent of the people. Papers even like the Bombay Gazette, which are the 
strong supporters of Government measures, complain against such a constitution 
of our Legislative Councils. And this shows the enormity of the injustice done 


by Government in this matter. (The Yajdén Parast (50) of the same date 
makes a similar complaint.) : 


The same, also, disapproves of the refusal of the Bombay Legislative Council 
0 to defer the second reading and passing of the Bill for 
_ Condemns the refusal of the ° es ° 

Bombay Legislature to defer the imposition of the licence-tax for a few days, as 
the passing ofthe Licence-tax prayed for by certain leading gentlemen of Bombay. 
Bill until the public opinion The Council gave as its reason for the refusal that 
pare Ai is = Sacend Government wanted to enact the law at once, and 
at a public meeting. ~~ that hence its progress could not be delayed any 
longer. This step of Government is tantamount to 
its depriving the people of their liberty. Government wants to pass tyrannical 
laws, and by making haste in their enactment, gives no time to the Free to 
express their views on those measures. This is not a wise course. If Govern- 
ment had allowed one week’s time to the people to submit its opposition to the 
Licence-tax Bill, it would not have experienced any disadvantage. (The Yajdan 

Pavast (50) of the same date, also, expresses its disapproval). : 


_ The same, in another article, disapproves of the Arms Bill of the Supreme 
oe _ Legislative Council. Government says that this Bill 
Benge ps ang cl ge is to be enacted to prevent the barbarous tribes in- 

the oho comes India. habiting the country on the frontiers of India and the 

gangs of highwaymen in Native States from getting 
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firé-atts from this country. But it must not be forgotten that, if these 
tribes and bands cannot get fire-arms from this country, they will get them 
from some other country. The former have never had their supplies of 


fire-arms from this country. They get these atms from some other source; 


and it is useless, therefore; to prohibit their being supplied from here. 
The bands of:robbers in Native States would, in the absence of fire-arms 
and swords, use long knives, and would carry on their illicit trade of 
plunder as before. The Arms Act, therefore, will not prove of much use 
in their cases either. This Bill also prohibits, in general, British subjects 
from possessing fire-arms, and permits their use to such of them as can 
obtain licences from the constituted authorities. The Arms Act of 1860 
prohibited the carrying of arnis in public, but did not prevent one from pos- 
sessing them at home. The present Bill prohibits even this possession. It 
imposes such a heavy duty on the importation of arms that the effect of it would 
be to deprive most of the people of their fire-arms. Government has not a 
single strong reason to pass this Bill intoa law. The measure shows that 
Government lacks confidence in its ryots. Government calls us at one time its 
loyal subjects, and at another time considers us.its ememies. This conduct of 
Government is a great political blunder. Government haslong since deprived 
us of our fire-arms; but it now wants to passa more stringent law in this 
matter, and to make the people completely helpless. It is surprising that, when 
every wise and civilized Government ought to give ifs subjects a military 
education, and place into their hands the means of protecting themselves, the 
British Indian Government shows not only an anxiety to see its subjects weak, 
but a desire to see them deprived of the means of their protection. More 
surprising it is that, when the number of the enemies of our Government is 
increasing, and more cause is found to be on guard as regards them, the Indian 
Government wants to deprive its subjects completely of their arms. 


The same approves of the address delivered by His Excellency the Gov- 
Auiiniotea ah ti Hency e@rnor as Chancellor at the last Convocation of the 
the of Mbaeinag ec Bombay University, with the exception of the passage 


Chancellor at the last Convo- in which His Excellency advises Native students to 
cation of the Bombay Uni- pay more attention to sciences than to English litera- 
— ture. The Mitra assigns a higher value to the latter 
than to the former, and observes that the whole of Europe is of the same opinion. 
The Mitra, also, requests His Excellency tomake arrangements to carry into effect 


the different recommendations he has so wisely made in his address. 


The Bombay Samachdér (45) of the 11th February, in noticing the address 
-Concurs in the views of Clivered by His Excellency the Governor of Bombay 
His Excellency the Governor 2% the public distribution of zes to the successful 
about the higher and lower students of the Grant Medical College, expresses its 
inedical education in this great satisfaction with the sentiments and views of 
proager i sea. ” oe His Excellency as regards medical education in this 
scdins) clout fe ‘ Presidency. His Excellency rightly thinks that medi- 

| cal education should be imparted in the Grant Medi- 
cal College in English alone for turning out L. M.S., and in the Vernaculars 
for creating medical advisers of somewhat less knowledge.’ The number of the 
former cannot be large enough to supply the needs of the poor classes, to whom 
the latter would prove of great service. This opinion of His as sgn is 
sound, and ce with experience. Sir Richard thinks of opening medical 
classes for imparting knowledge to them in the Vernaculars at Poona and at 
Ahmedabad. This proposal is highly approvable. When giving expression to 
the above-mentioned views and intentions, His Excellency observed that the 


Guzardti medical class at Bombay would be abolished.. The Samdchdr does not. 


approve of the last-named proposal of His Excellency. It observes that the 
imparting of higher inoditont education at the Grant Medical College is no 
4n Pp 16—2 eye Te | | 
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reason why Bombay should not enjoy the benefit of lower education in that 
science in the Vernacular also. Sir Richard, in his address, stdted that, besides 
the educated medical men, there were in Bombay alone eight hundred persons, 
who, without any medical edueation, practise medicine, and whose practice 


must produce some injury. This admission on the part of His Excellency . 


shows that there is not less need of medical men with lower. education in Bom- 
bay than there is for them in the Mofussil. For this reason the Samdchér prays 
His Excellency either to open a medical school for lower education in Bombay, 
or not to abolish the Guzardti medical elass already in existence. 


é 
&< 


The same, in another leader, after repeating the old complaint that the open- 
: ing of the Cooper’s Hill College in England is by no 
_, Complains that the annual means beneficial to India, observes that events subse- 
Ace of Engineers from quent to the raising of this eomplaint, which was made 
ooper’s Hill College has | : ae ta ar ~euastns ; 
become a great burden onthe ON the opening of this institution, have established its 
revenues of this country. justness. This college sends out annually about 
sixty. students to this country, engaged under a 
covenant, and they must be paid whether they have any work here or not. 
The annual import of these men has eonsiderably increased the number of 
Engineers in this country. There are about one hundred European Engineers 
from this college in the Bengal Presidency who are without any work, and 
there is a similar overstocking in the Bombay and the Madras Presidencies and 
under other administrations. They found sufficient work in the last terrible 
famine; but since the disappearance of that disaster, they have again no work. 
Government cannot dispense with their services, as they are engaged under a 
covenant, and they must be paid even when they have no work. ‘Their pay is 
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thus a pure burden on the revenues of this country, whieh ean ill-afford it in 


Cm 


her present financial difficulties. The Cooper’s Hill College, also, prevents the 
lopspant in higher places of students educated in the Indian Engineering 


Colleges, who ought to be employed by Government in the public service of 
their country. Government has not yet taken any means to prevent. the annual 
Jarge influx from the Cooper’s Hill College; but it will, the Samdchér hopes, 
not delay any longer to prevent it, as such a step is urgently needed in the 
present financial difficulties of this country. : 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 14th February laments that the Bombay 


Laments over the passing 
of the Licence-tax Bull ina 
great hurry and without pay- 
ing attention to the objections 
raised against it by the Bom- 
‘bay Legislature. 


Legislature has passed the Licence-tax Bill into a law 
ina great hurry, and regretfully observes that Gov- 


ernment committed a great mistake in resolving to 


impose this tax,.and committed another blunder in 
paying no attention to the objections raised against 
the measure. These steps of Government will make 


the people despondent, and will, the writer fears, lead them to suppose that the 
Government does not grant them due redress. The writer repeats most of the 
objections advanced by himself and by several of his Native contemporaries 
against the imposition of this tax, and noticed at more length in some of the 


previous summaries, 


The same regrets to see that His Excellency the Governor. of Bombay has 


Disapproves of the refusal 
of His Excellency the Govern- 
or to permit the use of the 
Town Hall to conyene a 

ublic meeting about the 
 yseradlipore Bill. 


i 


refused permission to the people of Bombay to use the 
Town Hall of that City for convening a public meet- 
ing for the expression of the public opinion about the 
Licencertax Bill, which has created so much complaint 
and agitation among the people of this country. This 


: is the first instance of the policy of Sir’Richard to 
suppress the expression of the public opinion on a gemgget ogo the public, * 
and to deprive the publie of an important right. Sir Philip W eeu 


ehouse, our 


late Governor, had taken a similar step in the matter of the Revenue Jurisdic- 
tion Bill. In this Sir Philip had shown his weakness, and Sir Richard has 
followed the bad example set by his predecessor in office. Bombay, however, 
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is not disappointed into inaction, by this refusal. It is said that a public 
meeting of the citizens is to be held on Tuesday next in the Circus-tent on the 
Esplanade. (The Bombay Samdchér (45) and the’ AkAbdére Sowddgar (47) of the 
same date express similar sentiments.) a 
- he Akhbdére Sowddgar (47) of the 12th February observes that the expect- 
shock Maret, _ ‘ed explanations from His Excellency the Viceroy 
Pie ts a. station ep about thie increase made in the’ duty on salt in the 
by mtd Hxocellericy the Vice- Bonibay and the Madras Presidencies and about the 
roy ding the increase mew licence-tax have appeared; but are’ not satisfac- 
made in the duty on salt in tory. About the salt duty’His Excellency gave alk 
be Byte eae ‘arding his reasons for making an imcrease in it, and made an 
ii war Necks attemipt to show that the increase he had made was 
-, not unjust. After showing how important is this 
source of réverue, the Viceroy quoted the opinions of certain suthoriticn under 
former administrations that gn increase may well be made in the rate of duty 
levied on this article. Lord Lytton gave similar reasons for the imposition of 
the licence-tax. His Lordship, observes the Sowddégar, may think the above 
éxplanations very important.; but the public looks upon them with disapproval. 
About the extensive complaint made in regard to the exclusion of Government 
servants and others from the new licence-tax on trades, His Excellency did not 
give complete reasons for making the exclusion, and only stated that if the 
licence-tax were levied upon all Government servants, barristers; doctors, en- 


gineers, &c., it would take the shape of the income-tax, which unpleasant tax 


the Government was not willing to revive; and that, therefore, he had excluded 
these classes from the licence-tax. But, observes the Sowddgar, really speaking, 
the people of this Presidency would prefer the income-tax to the present licence- 
tax. This Bill for the licence-tax contains a provision that, if a person carries 
on trade in more than one place, he must pay tax and obtain a licence for each 
of these places, The people regret to see that, under such a just Government 
as the British rule, such a harsh legal provision, as the above-mentioned, is per- 
mitted. The Sowddégar advises the public to obtain redress from the higher 
authorities, 


The Rést Goftdr (48) of the 10th February, in a leader, headed “ Ginger- 
bread System of Administration,’ observes that the 


Condemns the refusal of meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council of the day 


the Legislative , Council of 


Bombay to defer the passing before yesterday, furnishes support to the observations 


of the Licence-tax Bill until it recently made about the farce which is being enact- 
the expression of the public edin the name ofthe Legislative Councils of this coun- 
sits seit choos tot, tty: ,These Councils make it appear as if the admis- 
held in the Twn Hall, sion intothem of independent or unofficial members 

were a recognition of the right of the people te have 
a voice in the enactment of laws. But the meeting of the day before yesterday 
gives a true picture of tho mode in which business is transacted in these Coun- 
cils, Mr. Vosben Sir Jamsetji Jijibhai, Mr. Dinshdw Ménekji Petit, and some 
other leading citizens of Bombay sent a representation, with their signatures, to 
the Secretary of the Council, stating that a requisition to the Sheriff of Bombay was 
being signed for shortly convening a public meeting in the Town Hall for an 
expression of the public opinion on the Licence-tax Bill, and praying that the 
further progress of the Bill should be stopped until the result of the meeting was 
known. The Honourable Mr. Mahomedally Rogey moved tbat the passing of the 
Bill should be deferred, as prayed for in the above-mentioned representation, for 


a fortnight or a month. When this motion was put to the vote, the Honourable 


Mr. Lang alone voted in favour of it, while the rest of the Council, composed of 


the official members, whose number so greatly preponderates over that of the non- 


officials, and who come into the Council ever resolved to lend support to, and 


‘ 


carry out the wishes of, Government, voted against it. Thus, the motion was 
lost, and the sham of admitting popular members into the Council has shown 
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ita real worth. It is better to abolish these sham Couneils than to try to de- 


ceive the public by their means. © ct 
The same highly admires Sir Richard Temple’s activity in moving about, 


and his learned addresses on public occasions im- 


‘Expresses gratitude to Sir mediately after his return to er | 
Richard Temple for his pre- a ey Bombay After a long 


Dressage dl ey vm aetorai Journey in Western and Upper India, His Excellency 


anbi _ returned to Bombay, and immediately after this return, 
ee delivered his ato Aer instructive sddvens at the last 
Convocation of the Bombay University. Again this week His Excellency had 
a Ee breakfast and small parties at Government House; delivered learned. 
_ addresses at the public distribution of prizes in the Grant Medical College and 
Sir Jamsetji’s Parsi Benevolent Institution; and graced with his presence the 
ball given by the Volunteers of Bombay and the lecture on Electricity delivered 
_ by Professor Cooke. Thus, His Excellency has given encouragement to the 

mag bp i of the public; and Bombay is deeply thankful to His Excellency 
for the same. 


Municipalities. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 11th February eondemns the system of 
realizing duties and taxes by giving contracts for 
Gives an instance of tyran- thom ; states that the ai cr of Surat levies toll- 


of Rac Zamcce “ot 18x by the contract aysiom, and is glad to wo that 


Surat, on a villager, andre- the Corporation has resolved to give up the objection- 


quests the Municipal Secre- able way of contracts, and to recover the tolls depart- 
tary Of that town to ge the mentally from the 1st of April next. The Prakdsh 

elinquent duly punished. . rear 

then gives an instanee showing how the employés of 
the toll contractor tyrannize over the ignorant people. One Bhagd Jerdm, a 
resident of the village of Sewid Owiydn, brought two earts laden with fuel to 
the toll station near the Laldarw4j4 at about eight in the evening of the 8th 
imstant. He had not two annas to pay the toll-tax, and thereupon he pawned 
a bell, which was tied around the head of one of the bullocks, with the toll- 
gatherer, left the carts at the toll station, and went to bring two annas. After 
a short time the rustic returned, and offered to pay two annas, asking back the 
bell. The toll-gatherer refused to receive the money and return the bell unless 
he were paid half-an-anna more. The poor villager had no more money with 
him, and he offered to give a piece of wood. The toll-man would not accept it, 
and refused to receive the toll and to return the bell, though some passers. by 
tried to pacify him. Mr. Jagébhdi and the Municipal Secretary are requested 
to get this toll-gatherer duly punished for his tyrannical conduet. 


Railways. 
The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th February, in an article, headed 


Is glad to find the railways 
of this country realizing very 
good profits this year, and 
hopes these companies will 
prove good auxiliaries for, 
instead of drains on, the In- 
dian treasury; and repeats 
several suggestions to render 
these railways more attrac- 
tive to the Native population. 


“Indian Railways,” expresses great satisfaction at the 
fact that the Indian railways, as appears from the ac- 
counts of these concerns up to June last, have realized 
so good a profit as not only to, relieve Government 
from making any payment from its treasury to make 
up the difference a se their real profits and the 
amount of the guaranteed interest, but to give a good 
sum to Government as a share of that profit, This is 
one of the few good results of the recent. famine. 


Then, after giving a few figures illustrative of the profits made by the different 
Railway Companies of this country, the Opinion expresses a hope that the time 
has probably come, when these concerns, instead of being a serious drain on 
the revenues of India as they have been for years together, will prove important 
feeders of the State treasury, The remaining article is devoted to repeating 
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once more the old and often reiterated requests to Government, to render rail- 
way travelling more comfortable and convenient to the Native public, that is, 
not to overcrowd the third-class carriages ; to attend better to the ‘comforts and 
conveniences of the Native passengers; to show them more civility; not to 
employ low-bred Europeans in the lower grades of the service of these concerns, 
but to give these places to competent Natives, &., &. 


Native States. ee 
The Swadesh Mitra (30) of the 13th February, in a leader, headed “ The 


_ Mismanagement of the Sangli State and a Brilliant 
Prefers grave complaints Example of a Joint Administration,’ makes a rabid 
nst the present adminis- : ag ‘ ; 
tration of the Séngli State. attack on the present administration of that Native 
* State, and especially on Rdw Bédhddur Nérdyan. 
Ganesh Deshpande, the Native Karbhdri. The article is written in a rambling 
style, making sweeping assertions against some officers of the Political Agency 
of the Southern Maratha Country, and even against the Bombay Government. 
The Chief is represented to have been deprived, without good cause, of his 
power, and to get no proper hearing from the authorities for his grievances. 
Great hopes were entertained from the present joint administration ; but they 
have proved utterly delusive: In appointing this administration Government 
seems to have no other object than to plunder the Native State, and to create 
some lucrative posts for Europeans. From this new arrangement the State has 
received no advantage whatever. It has committed more injustice and oppres- 
gion, tended to create factions, and increased.the mismanagement. The Kar- 
bhéri thinks himself to be the real Chief of the State. His pleasure is law. He 
does what he likes. The old servants of the State have become discontented ; 
the ryots are annoyed ; the debt of the State has enormously increased. The 
K4rbhdri is not on good terms with the Chief, whom he insults and taunts. The 
article contains afew more assertions of a like nature, and concludes with a 
request to the Political Agent, Colonel Schneider, and to the Bombay Govern- 
ment to give their serious attention to this matter. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 7th February, but received on 

the i0th, in a Jong leader, raises complaints against the 

ade omblaints ogaint {he administration of the State of Jundgarh. It charges 
nistration of the State of ‘a wiintebastal +l of this Stat d of M 

Jundgarh, in Kattywar. e ministerial council of this State, composed of Messrs. 

; , Bawdin, Sale Hindi, Gokalji Jhala, and Narsingprasdd, 

with keeping the Naw4b in ignorance of the State affairs, and misspending the 

revenues. ‘The manner in which each of these officers does his work in order 

to achieve the above-mentioned result is described, and it is stated that through 

the means of Mr. Peile, the Political Agent of Kattywar, they conceal from the 

Government the real state of things. The Hitechchhu, also, complains that the 

police of this State is unable to keep the badmdshes in awe and restraint. The 

tyranny of highwaymen has increased of late. Some of them attacked the 


police-station of Shenghad, killed two policemen, and carried away the arms of 


the other policemen. It is said that some carts of grain, which were coming 
from the Port of Verdwal into Saurdshtra, have disappeared, and that no trace 
of them could be obtained by the police. The writer, also, states that complaints 
about the inefficiency of the police of the town of Jundgarh itself are likewise 
to be heard. Robberies occur in that place both during the day and at night. 
He gives instances, and states that the head police officer of that town did not 
take due notice of a complaint of theft made to him; and that a policeman 
wounded with a musket-ball the watchman of a field of gram, from which the 


former forcible uprooted and took away some of the plants, &c., &c. In con-- 
clusion, the Hitechchhu. requests Government to appoint a Commission to inquire 


into the state of affairs of this Native State. 
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The same contains a gy communication : oe wo of which a 
Condemnation oftheadmin. 2° administration of the Nawdnagar State by Mr. 
istration of reg pat ac Kharkar, its present Diwdn. He has, observes the 

State by Mr. Khérkar, its Di- writer, emptied the already impoverished treasury of 


Kinbhd prea inete’ this State by getting the Jém to deposit a large 


| amount of money for him (the Diwdf) in a bank, and 
by employing highly-paid foreigners. Besides doing this, he has proved of no 
use whatever to the State; and it behoves His Histuses the J4m to dispense 
with his services. The writer, also, alludes to the disinheritance of Kélubha, 
and observes that to the knowledge of the public there has been no inquiry into 
the charge brought against that prince. The charge is popularly believed to 
be that he attempted to poison his father, the Jém; but it looks so very impro- 
bable that he should attempt to commit such a crime, since he was to succeed 
to the gadi after his father’s death, and there was no other claimant to the gadi 
to whom the Jém showed favour. The writer requests the British Government 
to accord to Kélubhé personal liberty. He also observes that Mr. Kharkar has 


remained at Nawdnagar because he entertains liberally the officers of the Politi- 
cal Agency. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (44)of the 10th February, that in notic- 


D o-. . ing the above complaint of the Hitechchhu (43 of 
Skle Hindi, al eae Ahmedabad against the four members of the a a 
sid, of the State of Junégarh, tration of the Jundgarh State, gives a good character to 


from the attack made upon them, with the exception of Mr. Gokalji Jhdl4, who,. he 
them in the Hitechchhu of 


ia observes, is the sole cause of the mischief that 1s being 
— of the 7th Feb- committed in this State, and who ought to be remov- 


- ed from the Diwdnship. Until his removal. all 
attempts to improve the administration must fail. : 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 19th February 1878. 


Keporter on the Native Press. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1 ) of the 18th February has a leader, noticing at some 
| ' length the latest speeches of His Excellency the 
A severe attack on the last Viceroy and of the Financial Member, in defence of 


apocchos of tie Racellanoy the new taxes. “The Government of India, observes 
3 iekeher, te pyr pda ‘the the Indu Prakdsh, may aptly be called, ‘‘ An assembly 


increased salt duty and on instituted for self-praise and glorification ;” and as 
the licence-tax on trades. all other people blame and censure its views and acts, 


and nobody will praise them, it is obliged to sing its 


own praises. Sir John Strachey praises His Excellency, and His Excellence 

extols Sir Johnin return. They both exclaim toeach other, what great unrivalled. 
prodigies they are! It is only through their wonderful genius that the country 
has come safely through the last famine, and a suitable provision against the 
recurrence of similar calamities in future hasbeen made. While reading these 
mutual laudations of the members of the Government of India, one is unavoid- 
ably and forcibly reminded of those ludicrous scenes which one so often sees in 
the Native plays, where the mock kings ask their mock prime-ministers, ‘* Well, 
Diw4n, how is the management of the kingdom going on?” “ Most excellently, 


your majesty,” answers the Diwdn. But to be serious, when it was announced 


that His Excellency the Viceroy was about to make an important statement 
regarding the new taxes, it was hoped that the Government of India intended 
to make some changes for the better in regard to those measures ; but the 
speech shows that such a good thing was not only not thought of, but not even 
dreamt of by His Excellency. The writer then gives substance of the speech 
of the Finance Minister, and, alluding to the remark of His Excellency that 


the measures have_ received the full and careful consideration of Government, 
characterizes it as an empty platitude. As to His Excellency’s expression of 


satisfaction that the measures have met with the cordial approval of his 
colleagues and of the minor Governments and administrations, the Indu 
Prakash finds little ground for real rejoicing in that matter. What wonder 
could there be in the silent submission of the subordinate authorities? Have 
they not before them the warping example of Sir Charles Trevelyan, who 
was recalled from the Government of Madras for his opposition to the income- 
tax of the late Mr. Wilson? His Excellency thanks in his speech the press of 
this country for giving its support to the measures in question, and for explain- 
ing their grounds to the people; but His Excellency would have obliged the 

ublic had he mentioned the names of the papers which have approved the 
increased salt-duties and the licence-tax on trades. For, in the opinion of the 


Indu Prakash, this last assertion of Lord Lytton has no foundation whatever. 


No newspaper, whether English or Native, which the Indu Prakash has come 
across, is known to have said any thing in support of these measures. Perhaps 
the London Times, misled by the falsehoods of its Calcutta correspondent, may 
have written something in favour of these measures, which has gladdened 
the heart of His. Excellency, The writer then briefly notices the reasons given 


fessions from the operation of the tax, and contents himself with a remark 

after all, the most palpably partial character of the impost does not seem to have 
altogether ceased oth disturbing the mind of His Excellency. For he, lastly, 
observes that Government must have money, and it must resort to some taxes; 
and it is quite useless to be too discriminating and nice in the matter. It 
opinion of the Jndu Prakdsh there was no necessity whatever for His Excellency 


by His Excellency for the exclusion of the Government services and the tye ; 
t, 


to take the trouble of giving such a laboured defence of the doings of his Gov- 
ernment. For it is a notorious fact that the Government of India never cares 
for the opinion of the public in any great matter. Then why waste one’s elo- 
quence in an effort ? Sir James Stephen believes that the Government of India 


acts according to the wishes of the public in all great matters. The Indu 
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- Prakdsh doubts whether the late law-member will retain that belief when he 
will be acquainted with the present controversy between the Government of 
‘India and'the public on these financial measures of Sir John. England has 
sent many able statesmen to administer the affairs of this country ; but there 


has not been one among them who has done something to lighten the burden 


of taxation on the people. India has received from the British Government 
several very valuable boons, and she is deeply thankful for them ; but if she is 
asked her opinion about the financial policy of that Government, her answer, 
the Indu Prakdsh regrets to remark, will not be such as will redound to the 
credit of that Government. : 


The same publishes a letter, under the signature of Krishnar4m Yashwant — 


: ‘ Jog, in which the writer points out the defects of the 
Laumacversions on the licence-tax, and the chances there are of a great and 


wide-spread tyranny and injustice being committed | 
in the actual working out of the very vague and faulty classification adopted by ° 


the Act. As similar remarks and criticisms on this measure have alread 
appeared in these summaries, there appears no necessity for further notice. It 
may .be observed here that several of the criticisms in the above letter seem to 
_owe their origin to the imperfect vernacular translation of the Act. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 17th February has a long leader, headed 


‘‘ Next Tuesday’s Public Meeting about the. Scheme 


Laments oyera difference of New Taxation,” The article opens with an expres- 
of opinion which has arisen : 


sion of great regret that there should be a serious 
between the Government and >. : ) 
the people; points out the difference of opinion between the local Government 
alleged defects of the new and the people regarding the new taxes, which are to 


scheme of taxation; andex- be imposed with such an excellent object as to make a 
horts the people to attend 


|; : wen” provision against the evil effects of future famines, 
preg are ake Pe iad that the latter should believe themselves obliged 
test akainst that scheme. to prefer a complaint against the former before the 
great authorities in England. The Government has 

spent large sums of money, and it and its officers have exerted themselves 
exceedingly hard and unsparingly. They put forth great efforts in order to 
save the lives of the starving ryots during the last famine. The ryots, conse- 
quently, are expected to co-operate cheerfully in all these excellent and praise- 
worthy endeavours of their good rulers, and to submit to the burdens which it 
may be necessary to impose on them in order to carry out that object. Though 
the administration of this country is not carried on with the consent and in 
accordance with the wishes of the people, as is the case in Britain, yet the 
administration of India is modelled on that of Britain, and the great noble 
lice Pag greatest happiness of the greatest number,—is recognized as the 
asis in both the eases alike. No one can say that Her Gracious Majesty has 
assumed the august title of the Empress of India, like the old Mogal Emperors, 
in order to give her sanction to injustice, partiality, and arbitrary despotism. 
We cannot believe that either Her Gracious Majesty or the noble and oppres- 
sion-hating English nation; which so recently and so nobly showered down its 
‘mercy on this poor country in order to relieve its starving millions from the 


late famine, will knowingly accord their permission to any tyranny, partiality, - 
and to 


or thoughtless and unjust erushing down of the poor and the helpless, ‘an 
the exemption ofthe rich from a just share of the burden, The writer 

briefly, butforcibly and clearly, points out the unsuitability, harshness, inequalit 
and partiality so often predicated of the new taxes; complains of the hu: 
made by the loeal legislators in carrying out the measure, and of the refusal 


the local Government to lend the use of the Town Hall to the people of Bombay 


to hold a public meeting to protest against the taxes in question; and concludes 


by making an earnest request to the people of Bombay to be present at the 
meeting, and thereby to give as great a weight to the protest.as is possible. __ 
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The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 18th February, writing once niore about the 
Government not Proposed Famine Commission, asks Government not to 
he proposed’ @ppoint any Commission whatever, if it has not made 

up its mind to follow implicilty the advice which the 
Commission may give as the result of its inquiry and 
clits | dak adh'ts wt heen deliberation, even when that advice happens to con- 
side’ if they happen to clash tradict its own favourite and foregone conclusions on 
with its own ceived the subject. If Government is not prepared to do 
pitas ag ringreaar ta 0 this, it is worse than useless to appoint such a Commis- 
the D nt eaten sion, and to make the gentlemen composing that body 
spend their time and energy in making’ an inquiry and 


embodying its result in a report, and then to set aside that report, if it militates — 


with the views of Government. For, in that case, the Commission simply results 
in giving an insult to the Commissioners, and in permanently damaging the re- 
putation of Government for impartiality. The writer then refers, at some length, 
to the results of the fantous Baroda Commission and to those of the Deccan Riot 
Commission, and shows how Government has disregarded the conclusions and 
recommendations of these Commissions, especially those of the latter, when it 
found them to clash with its own preconceived views and interests ; and observes 
that if Government means to act in the same way with regard to the proposed 

Commission, it is much better and wiser that it should not appoint it at all. 
The same of the 21st February, in ararticle, headed “Sir Richard 
Temple on Education,” notices the recent Convocation 


Notices the recent Convo- h , 1 - pe “ee 
illu aeiedh ke Bickos speech of His Excellency. ‘The article begins 


‘Temple, and expresses great Stating the circumstances which made the public wait 
satisfaction with the views With pruch anxiety for the authoritative utterances of 


and assurances it containson the head of the Government on the most important 
ee : Pong 5 ag subject of public instruction on this occasion. The 
neal BONS SSS writer then gives a brief substance of the comprehen- 

sive speech of His Excellency, and expresses satis- 
faction with the liberal and wise views expressed therein regarding the different 
branches of education. His Excellency rightly eutaciated the importance of 
the occasion, and gave the public such assurances as it needed to relieve its mind 
from certain apprehensions regarding the fate of higher education in this Pre- 


sidency. 


The Kiran (9) of the Metts ; " an —_ headed ‘“‘ Native —- 
.n Eyesore,” observes that the paramount English 
saa chant be — Boversinatt regards the Native States with great dis- 
English statesmen and Eng- favour. At present there are only three Native States, 
lish public writers against or Native Chiefs, worth mentioning in the whole of 
the tiga States, and dis- Jndia, namely, the Mahéraj4 Seindid, the Mahardj 
eo Holkar, and fis Royal Highness the Nizam, Baroda 
was once as important as any of these; but a few days ago it fell a victim to 
English justice. At present the (English) papers are engaged in criticising 
the conduct of the Mahdrd4jé Scindia me, of the Nisni'e Government. The wa 
in which the English achieve their selfishness is so artful, that every selfis 
Government ought to learn a lesson from them in that art. When the English 
rulers conceive a desire to swallow a State, they, first of all, get the newspapers to 


write against that State. After some time the newspaper attacks reach the ears. 


o 


of Government, which commences an inquiry into those complaints, and, decid- 
ing the matter as it pleases, ultimately absorbs that unhappy § 
who remembers the conduct of Government in the late Hatade Case, will recog- 
nize the correctness of the above statement.. When a Viceroy is to be nominat- 
ed, Government is required to attend to the following considerations in making 
the selection :—Firstly, which of the Native States is to be absorbed; secondly, 


7 


what man would accomplish that object best ; thirdly, the new Viceroy should 


be able not only to bring about the above object, but to achieve a popularity at _ 


— 
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the commencement of his career, and impress the people with a belief that he is 
a just ruler and a sincere promoter of their welfare. The nominations of Lord 
Northbrook and of Lord Lytton are advanced as a proof in support of the above 
assertions. The former, as soon as he assumed the duties of his great office, 
at once abolished the hated income-tax, and became accordingly popular ; ‘but 
he ended his administration by absorbing the great Baroda State. His successor, 
soon after his nomination, obtained a great hold on the affections of the Native 


subjects by his famous minute on the Fuller Case. His administration seems 
to have a severe eye on the above-mentioned two Native States. The one which 


is the more fortunate of the two may get its favour, ironically observes the 


writer. The Nizam’s Government is. regarded with disfavour, for the young 
Nizam’s not coming to Bombay to pay his respects to His Royal Highness 
the' Prince of Wales, and for that Government's persisting in its efforts to 
regain the possession of the Berars. Scindid’s offence was that, when he went to 
Calcutta to be present at the annual ceremony of the commemoration of the 
assumption of the Imperial title of Her Majesty, he did not pay a visit to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. His Highness’ army also appears to be an eye- 
sore to several English statesmen. As to his Highness not paying a visit to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the Kiran considers the ee Senge to be pre- 
posterous. Scindid is a great prince in alliance with the English Government, 
of which, properly speaking, he is independent, though he was arbitrarily 
forced to acknowledge the supremacy of the Empress of India in the Imperial 
Assemblage of Delhi of 1877. Still his rank is not inferior to that of the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Benga]; it is rather superior. Properly speaking, 
Scindi4é ought to complain of His Honour not paying a visit to him. But, in 
accordance with the usual english practice, the offender raises the first ery of 
being himself insulted! In these difficult times it is not wise in the Government 
to hurt the feelings of such a staunch and tried friend as His Highness the 
Mabérd4jé of Gwalior.. As for His Highness’ army, the British Government is 
too powerful to think of any danger from such an army. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 15th February, but received on the 18th, in 
along but rambling leader, notices the Arms Bill of 
_Animadversions on the the Government of India, and asserts, in common 
Arms Bill of the Honourable ‘ | . 
Mr. Bayley. with other papers, that the measure is unnecessary and 
uncalled for; nay, it is even unwise and mischievous 
in several ways. The assertions and arguments used by this writer have ap- 
peared more than once in the Vernacular press, and have been noticed more 
than once in these weekly summaries. ‘They, therefore, require no further 
notice here. (The Arunodaya (10) of the 17th February, also, has an article on 
this Bill, making similar remarks). 


The Kalpatarw (17) of the 17th February, in a long leader, headed 

‘‘ Magisterial Justice,” notices some criminal cases, in 

_ Complains of failure of which one Guruswd4mi, the late jailer of Sholdpur, 
Justice in the roca agg was accused of corruption, and which resulted in the 
rs age of ope Bg tay which conviction and punishment of the jailer. The writer, 
the accused has been conyict- in the Kalpataru, criticises the evidence for the prosecu- 


ed and punished. tion at considerable length, pronounees it to be rotten. 
and untrustworthy, and asserts that there was an 


evident failure of justice, and the man has been unjustly punished. : 


A correspondent of the Satya Sadan (19) of the 19th February states that 
| _ the Kolis of the village Therawdda brought a criminal | 


A complaint against & case in a Magistrate’s Court at Alibég. The corres- 
Alta. vee ip hoiiicten * pondent, endarstanding that the police beat several of 
the accused persons in this case, made an application 
for redress to the Second Class Magistrate at Alibdg, ‘an 
the doctor to examine the persons said to have received the k 
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2 7 
officer refused to grant the request, and told the applicant to go to the First Class 
Magistrate. But Raw Bahddur Anandréw Bhésker having gone to B 
there being no other First Class Magistrate at Alibag, the applicant became 


hopeless, and the wrong remained unredressed. The writer wonders at the 


Second Class Magistrate refusing to grant the a when there was no First 


ne to Bombay, and | 


Class eg wig to do the work so urgently required. The higher authorities 


concerned are requested to notice this matter. foe 
The Dharwar Writt (26) of the 14th February, but received on the 19th, 
| accuses the police of the Dharwar District of great 
_ Accuses the police of the inefficiency, and supports the accusation by quoting 


Dharwar District of great in- several ‘statistical figures from the ammual Police Report 
efficiency, and quotes a few 


‘statistics in support of the for the year 1876, published by Government. The 


accusation. article concludes with an earnest request to the Police 
Commissioner of the Division to adopt the needful 

measures to improve the police of that district. e 
The same, in another short article, expresses a great regret at the hurried 
It is very sorry to see the passing of the Trades Licence-tax Bill, and, like several 
Trades Licence-tax Bill has of its contemporaries, severely blames Government 

been passed. for passing’ this measure. 

The Nagar Samdchér (27) of the 16th February, but received on the 18th, 
| in au article, headed “ Injury caused by Low. Prosti- 


Complains of ontrageous tutes to the Character. of Respectable Gentlemen,” 
conduct of low prostitutes of states that in the quarter of the City of Ahmednagar, 


se sayin Renasing ¢ the known as Sayad Mohol4, live low prostitutes in the 
pie whey Ccthitada ot he neighbourhood of the Kacheries of the Collector and 
police authorities o t , .. oe 38 | : 
place to order their removal Of the M4mlatdér. It jis said that several respectable 
to some obscure,and out-of- people suffer injury to their character from the out- 
the-way locality. rageous conduct of these bad women. There is a 
ee rumour that a cashier belonging to the railway, while 
— through the above-named quarter, was forcibly taken by a ruffian to the 
ouse of one of these prostitutes, and robbed of a cheque worth about ten thou- 
sand rupees, which the cashier had with him. [It is also said that this case is 
before the authorities. The writer, also, gives one or two more instances of the 
outrageous conduct of these low women, and observes that though a complaint 
regarding this matter was preferred once before, and a suggestion made that 
these bad women should be removed to some out-of-the-way part of the town, 
the suggestion did not attract the attention of the authorities concerned. The 
writer repeats the suggestion, and supports it by observing that the police 
authorities of Bombay have adopted a similar course in this matter. 
The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 19th February, in noticing the explanations 
| given in the meeting of the 9th instant of the Sup- 
Is dissatisfied with the ex: reme Legislative Council, by Sir John Strachey about 
planations given by His Ex- the lcence-tax, and by His Excellency the Viceroy 
cellency the Viceroy and Sir about the increase made in the duty on salt in the 


h h | 
i oie sage F ceelae ot Bombay and the Madras Presidencies, observes, that: 


the 9th instant of the Sup- the public expected, on hearing that Lord Lytton was 

reme Legislature. to make an important explanation in regard to the 
salt duty, that he had seen his mistake in making an 

increase in this duty, and that he would correct that mistake. But the public 


is much disappointed with this explanation. The Mitra is extremely astonished 
to hear His Se cogliniy say that the public has approved of the new taxes,—that. 
the people, their well-wishers, and the public — have unanimously expressed 
their approval ofthem. This observation of His Excellency, remarks the Mitra, 
is untrue. It is very surprising that after the flat contradictions given to similar 
statements of the Honourable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Beng 
and of the Calcutta correspondent of the London Times, His Excellency 


Viceroy thinks it proper to repeat the same assertion. (The Yq ut 
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of the 17th February makes similar observations with regard to the Viceroy’s 
and Finance Minister’s statement that the public have approved of the new 
taxes. ) : es as ; 


The same, in a leader, headed ** Army Expenditure and Taxation Schemes,” 
compares the army expenses of several countries of 
_ Compares the proportion Europe with those of India, pronounces the latter as 
which the military expenses highly exorbitant, and censures the British Indian 
abe iki crencition ofsimilar overnment for not making a due reduction in those 
expenses to the revenues of expenses, and thereby removing the necessity of 
other countries, calls the fresh taxation. The Mitra observes that Sir John 
picecee Repent Phe aoe Strachey, in showing the necessity for imposing new 
ernment for not reducing taxes for providing against famines, observed that 
them. there was no room for making a reduction in the State 
expenditure, and that whatever economy was possible 
in the expenses of the Judicial, Military, and other Departments of the State, 
was made within the last seven years. The statement of the Finance Minister 
is not correct as regards the Military Department. The revenues of the Indian 
Empire are 49 krors, while the army expenses amount to seventeen krors,—that 
is, nearly one-third of the former. ‘These expenses would appear, as they are, 
very enormous, when the proportion they bear to the revenues of the country 
is compared with the proportions the military expenses of Canada, Belgium, 
Spain, Portugal, Austria, Fearicé, Germany, &c., bear to the respective revenues 
of those countries, The proportion of the military expenses of England and 
Russia alone appears large when compared to that of India. But it must not be 
forgotten that the causes which make those countries keep up such a heavy 
expenditure do not exist in the case of India. India is not a rich country like 
England and Russia. It is in very indigent circumstances, and is getting worse 
and worse as regards wealth. It does not also bear a conspicuous place among 
the other countries of the world that it must keep up such a large army. 
There is thus no need of keeping up a large and heavy expenditure for the 
army, and it can be well curtailed. 


The same, also, disapproves of the advice given by His Lordship the Bishop 

, of Calcutta to the Government European servants that 

. — 2a vol Pa h gpess they may well preach Christianity to the Natives in 

European Government ser- their private capacity, and that Government has no 

vants to preach Christianity objection to their doing so. ‘The reasons advanced 

to the Natives in their private hy the Guzerat Mitra in support of the condemnation 

COPRCNT: of the advice of the Metropolitan are the same as 

those advanced by the Bombay Samachar (45) of the 7th instant, and noticed at 
more length in the report of that week. 


The same highly approves of the views of Sir Richard Temple in regard 
to medical education in this Presidency, expressed by 
His Excellency at the last public meeting held for 
distributing prizes to the successful students of the 

Grant Medical College. The Mitra likes particularly | 

Sir Richard’s promise to open Vernacular medical classes at Poona and Ahme- 


dabad. 


The same joins its contemporaries, whose remarks have been noticed at 

- i , more length either in this or previous summaries, in 
Beppe vee OL. po. 6Xpressing great disapproval ofthe Bombay Legislative - 
cn ate Me Ma Seanad aa: om . great haste 1 ef. sl | 
Legislature in passing into \“ “il in nite th © m passing the 
law the Licence-tax Bill, and Licence-tax Bill, in spite ofthe prayerof a number of 


of the eae he Bove yr respectable citizens of Bombay to defer its enactment \ 
Governmen low the use : ok i a ates Bs “sia Shall 
of the Town Hall for a public until the expression of the apa opinion of Bombay 


meeting. in a public meeting, and of the refusal of the Bombay 
| Government to allow the use of the Town Hall for 


Approves of Sir Richard 
Temple’s views on the medical 
education of this Presidency. 
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convening the meeting. The Mitra is much concerned to find that these 

occurrences have taken place in the regimé of Sir Richard Temple, as it is afraid - 
the same would but lead to a decrease in the popular favour which Sir Richard 

has so deservingly earned. (The Yajdén Parast (50) of the 17th February, and 

the Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 18th, make similar observations with regard to 

the refusal of Government to use the Town Hall.) 


The Jdme Jamsed (46) of the 19th February, in a leader, headed ‘ Ignor- 
| ance is certainly a Great Misery,’ observes that there 

Fears of ignorant peoplein are numerous instances of ignorant people creatin 
i to the Turco-Russian nd suffering causelessly great fanciful miseries ; el 

ar. Rumours are current , ° ‘ if 

among the people that Russia the latest instance of this.fact is the condition of the 
is on its way to attack India. ignorant classes of this Presidency in regard to the 
Russo-Turkish War. This war has given birth to 
various rumours, which, though amusing, are not panera with anxious 
apprehensions of fear. Russia has conquered Turkey, and has brought her to 
subjection. This news has spread all over India. There is also great probabi- 


‘ity of war breaking out between England and Russia. These two things have 


ie? many ignorant people to ask the questions, has a war between England and 


Russia begun ? The Russians have conquered Turkey ; are they now coming 
upon India? If they are coming, are they coming by way of Calcutta or of 
Bombay? If this war breaks out, will there be a sudden fall in the value of 
Government paper? It is said that more rumours are prevailing in the Mofussil 


than in Bombay, and that ignorant people believe them at once, and they have ~ 


sent the Government paper and the shares (in private companies) they hold, for 
sale in the Bombay Market. The Jdéme Jamsed attributes these unfounded fears 
of these people to their great ignorance of geography ; points out the improba- 
bility of the Russians coming to attack either Bombay or Calcutta; and prays 
Government to spread more extensively popular education in this country. It 
is the gross ignorance of the people which gives rise to such laughable rumours 
and fears, and education is the only means to destroy their ignorance which is 
mischievous to the people and' to Government. 


The Rast Goftér (48) of the 17th February, in a leader, headed “‘ Treat- 
ment of a Parsi Lady at the Last Convocation,” com- 
Complains that a police plains that a police constable, stationed near the seats 
— at the last Convoca- reserved for European ladies and their husbands, did 
on of the Bombay Univer- , vas : 
‘sity did not show courtesy not give aseat to a distinguished Pérsi lady who 
to a distinguished Parsi lady came with her husband to witness the ceremony of the 
by providing a seat for her. (Convocation. The lady in question came in after the 
reserved seats were alloccupied. The constable could 
have asked, if not one of the European gentlemen, certainly a Native gentle- 
man to make room for her. But he did not do so. He officiously engaged 
himself in providing seats to single Europeans as well as to those who were 
accompanied by ladies. He did not pay any attention to the above-mentioned 
Pérsi lady, and seemed rather to be pleased at her discomfiture. She was 


about to leave the Convocation-hall, when another Parsi lady called her, and gave | 


her a seat beside her. 


The same, in a para. headed ‘‘ An ‘Omelet’ for Mr. Ashburner,’ observes 
thatthe Honourable Mr. Ashburner has had the Licence- | 


Animadverts upon the tax Bill passed through the Council with so much haste, 
cuaias tis cin anes that the same haste may well be denounced as 
means of preventing famines ‘“ Shameless.’” The Honourable member gave for this 
in India. great haste the reason that the Supreme Government 


is making haste in adopting measures for the relief of 


famines, and the great need of capital required for carrying out those measures _ 
compels us to have the law passed before a certain short time. He compares — 


these measures to an “omelet of eggs,” and the capital required for them to 


“eggs.” We present a similar “ omelet of eggs” to the Honourable gentleman. 
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It is of his own makin ». Mr. Ashburner knows well that railways are not able 


_ to stop famines; and the most efficient means to prevent them are canals. But 


Government is enamoured of railways, and wants to waste money in extending 


them. The Honourable Mr. Ashburner, who, only six years ago, gave evidence 
before the Indian Finance Committee highly in favour of c as the only 


means of preventing famines in this country, wants now to assist Government 
in its useless work of extending railways as the means of prevention of those 


disasters. Here the Rdst Goftdr quotes in English an extract from Mr. Ash- 


burner’s evidence. : 


The same, also, expresses in a leader, headed “ Mogal Wr we ted its 
| great disapproval of the refusal of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment to permit the Town Hall being used for a 
ublic meeting of the citizens. 
lene the refusal as an instance of the Mogal impe- 
rialism, which the British Government has adopted of 
o late. It tries to show that there was no good cause 
_ = ai the Sabian for Sir Richard’s Government to refuse permission to 
st veneers _ hold a public meeting in that building for giving ex- 
| : pression to the sentiments of the public on Govern- 

ment measures. The Bombay Government speaks of having foilowed the. 
pine: set by Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government. 


Condemns the refusal of © 
the Bombay Government to 
permit the Town Hall of 

ombay being used for a 
public meeting for the ex- 
pression of public opinion 


expressed its views. ‘There are numerous precedents in which the people of 
Bombay had used the Town Hall for expressing opinions against laws passed, 
or wished to be passed, by Government ; and Sir Richard’s Government has not 
done well in refusing permission on the present occasion. The Rédst Goftdr 
then starts the question whether Government has a right to refuse permission 
to the public to use the Town Hall; expresses its belief that it has no such 
right ; and asks the public of Bombay to have this question decided ; and if the 
decision goes against the public, to build-a new Town Hall for itself. 


The Samsher Bahadur (53) of the 13th February, but received on the 17th, 
states that yesterday some policemen of Ahmedabad 
were forcibly carrying a cart for being put to work 
against the wishes of the cartman. The latter was 
ill-treated by the policemen in the presence of a num- 


. Complains of ill-treatment 
of a cartman by some police- 
men of Ahmedabad. 


ber of people, and he was loudly crying out on account of the ill-treatment. 


The occurrence took place near the office of the Samsher Bahddur 
The same, in another place, complains that sepoys, Sheristedars, and other 


The Rdst Goftér con- 


But the reason which | 
led that Governor to refuse permission is not the same as that assumed by Sir — 


Richard. Sir Philip did not allow the meeting to beheld in the Town Hall, 
- because it wanted to eondemn the Revenue Jurisdiction Bill which the Supreme 
- Government had passed, and against which the Bombay Government itself had 


Complains that sepoys and 
other subordinates, accom- 


panying Huropean officers, for- 


cibly obtain ghee so cheap as 
three and half sers (for a 
rupee) from villagers. 


villagers cannot be selling the article so cheap of free will. 
The Satya Mitra (59 


Approves of the Licence- 
tax Act ; but objects, like most 
of its Native contemporaries, 
to the exclusion of Govern- 
ment servants and profes- 
sional men from the provi- 
sions of the law. 


. . dN P23—2 


subordinates, who accompany European officers on 


their tours in the districts, compel the rustics to sell 


them ghee at 34 sers (per rupee). It is very strange 
that the European officers, who go in the districts ex- 


pressly for the purpose of giving redress to complain- 


ants, should be ignorant of this complaint. 


The 


) of the 17th February observes, with roger’ to the 
at 


Licence-tax Act, that it must be admitted t 


that. Govern- 
ment has done nothing wrong in im 


posing this tax. 


Government has taken great trouble, and has spent 


krors of rupees in saving the lives of the famine- 
stricken people, and the ryots ought to recou the 


emptied Government treasury. This can only be 
done by imposing new taxes of some kind or other. 


Hence, it is not right to take an objection to the 
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pean officers and barristers and solicitors who earn large inconies. 11 

then gives an extract from another Pre. noticing the complaint of the people 
' of the Bengal Presidency that, by the Licence-tax Act of that Presidency, every 

member of a conipany is to take out a licence by paying the fees laid down. » 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 18th February, and the Swadesh Mangal (65) 
of the 19th, join some of their Native contemporaries 


Disapproves of the Arms jin complaining against the Arms Bill of the Supreme — 


Pp og 
Bill of the Supreme Legisla- 


Sve Connnil. Legislative Council, as 2 measure calculated to show 


| distrust on the part of the British Government of its 
Indian subjects. These two papers, also, assure Government of the great loyalty 
of the Native subjects of the Cr 
evince a distrust of them. In conclusion, they express a hope that Govern- 
ment will see its mistake, and place full confidence in the people of this 
country. | | 

~The Swadesh Mangal (65) of the 19th February has heard that gambling is 


» | extensively practised both in the town of Ahmod and 
Asks the police to put onthe road from that town to Jambusar, and that 


down gambling in the town travellers are inveigled and cheated. The police is: - 
requested to have these gamblers duly punished for 


of Ahmod and on the road 


from that town to Jambusar. : ; 
: their malpractices, 


Municipalities. 


% 


The Surya Prakdsh (42) of the 16th February, but received on the 17th, is 
sorry to find that the Municipality of Surat has failed 

Requests the Municipality to pay due attention to the warning it gave to it in 
of Surat to execiteatonce the regard to the water-supply of that town. Last year 
plan for bringing water nthe rain was scanty, and the water-supply very defi- 
foara of iis auffering froma cient. The Corporation was requested, therefore, to 
scarcity of it in the hot seas ‘use due precautions in the consumption of this neces- 
Bon. sary of life. It, however, failed to do this, and the 
- consequence is that there is little water in the wells of 

the town ; the wells outside the town-gate also are almost dry, and though the 
river Tapti contains yet sweet water, and though the people use it in spite of its 
unwholesomeness, it is sure to turn salt in a very few days. When the last- 
mentioned thing occurs, the town is sure to suffer great distress. The Corpora- 
tion should, therefore, hasten to carry into effect, without delay, the plan it has 
already under consideration of bringing water into the town by means of pipes. 
The arse oi capital ag be raised by aloan to be obtained under the 
guarantee of Government. The Surya Prakdsh, also, advises the Corporation to 
light the town by means of gas under a contract with the Bombay Gas Company, 
as the present lighting of the town is unsatisfactory, and costs a great deal, and 
ran istetins can be done more cheaply under the plan which the writer suggests. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad (43) of the 14th February, but received on 
the 17th, contains a communication, headed ‘* Mahi 


Com laints , against the 4 33 om PER. o% a a ] 
; Politiod] casei "4 rsa ace Kédnta No. 1,”? which begins with the statements that 


Kanta. in this Agency justice is administered in a peculiar 


way, the Courts are peculiar, and the officers of them 
are also peculiar. About these and other matters complaints have appe red in 


the Hitechchhu and other papers ; but the wilfulness of the Political Ager 


* 
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own, and observe it is neither just nor politic to 


_ the inattention of Government to the complaints have hitherto prevented redress 
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the supervision of the Commissioner, Northern Division, encourages the writer 
to repeat the complaints, and to hope that officer will a Bes attention to the 
Agent, continues the 


mismanagement, and relieve the people from the tyranny 
Since the arrival of Mr. LeGeyt, the resent Political A 
writer, the people suffer miseries. This officer does not himself cause them ; 
but they are produced by his confiding in his Dufterdar and other subordinates. 
In the Revenue branch of the Agency, business is transacted regarding lands, 
trees, girds, haks, and justice; and a great deal of time elapses before decisions 
are given on claims. ‘The writer enters into a long description of Mr. Himat- 
r4m Mulji, the Dufterdar of the Agency, who is condemned as old, superstitious, 
and incompetent to discharge his duties. In conclusion, the writer prays Gov- 
ernment to employ in his place a well ‘educated young man. 


“The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 17th February, in a short leader, headed 
‘¢Whathas Mr. Kharkar to say to these Twelve Murders 

Blames Mr. Khirkar, the in Jdmnagar?’’ states that on the noon of the 8rd 
Diwan of Jamnagar, for instant thirteen prisoners, who were either sentenced 


ont feeding of, ee é 
ee lng to death or to imprisonment for life, escaped from the 


convicts of the jail of that prison at J4mnagar. They stoned and wounded the 


town. sepoy who was on guard at thé gate by which they 
went out of the jail, and carried with them a musket 


and a sword. Some sepoys of the jail went after the absconded prisoners, and . 


fired on them, and killed some of them. More aid came from the town of J4m- 
nagar, and in the scuffle more convicts were killed and wounded. The total 
number of the killed was nine, and of the wounded four. One of the latter, who 
was slightly wounded, was taken before H. H, the Jam, and there he deposed 
that he and his comrades, who escaped with him from the jail, were compelled 
to do so, as they did not get sufficient food in the jail. Three of the wounded 
convicts have since died. ‘These occurrences are no little disgrace to the 
administration of Mr. Kharkar, who, the Mitra hopes, will arrange for the 
proper feeding and guarding of the convicts in future, and will give an expla- 
nation about these occurrences. (The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 23rd February, 
also, notices the emeute in the jail at Nawdnugar. It states that the convicts of 
this jail do not get sufficient food to eat, and, consequently, they have become 
very weak from partial starvation. After suffering such miseries for some time, 
on the 3rd instant they wounded some of the guards of the jail with a weapon. 
On the apprehension and trial of these convicts, some of them were sentenced 
to transportation for life, and others to the extreme punishment of death. On 
the orders for the execution of these sentences being communicated to the 


condemned convicts, some thirteen of them committed the second emeute noticed - 


above by the Guzerat Mitra. After noticing the circumstances of the second 
unfortunate ‘occurrence, the Jdme Jamsed observes that it is to be regretted that 
such sad events have taken place under the administration of Mr. Kharkar. 
The convicts have been compelled to commit serious riots from pangs of starva- 
tion, and have thus committed the offence on provocation. What explanation 
has Mr. Khérkar to give in regard to the convicts who have been shot to death 
in the attempt to‘apprehend them ?) | 


The same, in a leader, headed “ H. H. the Jém of Nawdnagar and his 
Diwdn Mr. Kharkar,” condemns the administration of 
Condemns the administrae Mr, Kharkar as not only a failure, but as detrimental 


tion of the Nawa State : 4) ee 3 : 3 
by ae Rhies itera °C the interests of that Native State, and requests the 


ed proofs of his maladminis- 


paramount British Government to procure for the Jim 


tration. another, but better and abler, Diwén. When Mr. 


a Kharkar was oe Diwan for the Nawdnagar 
State, the Reg formed high expectations o , as | 
tion, and had served formerly for some time in that State in a minor capi 


° 


It believed, with some reason, that he would destroy all khatpat that was going 
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on in that State, and would introduce some improvements into it. But these ex- 
tations and that belief has been sadly destroyed. The news received from 
Nawdnagar of late shows that Mr. Khadrkar himself has commenced to make 
khatpat. Though a long time has passed since his getting the diwanship, he has 
not only not introduced any reforms into the administration, but has done mis- 
: _ ehief in some matters, and hes made the State worse than it was before his goin 
: ae there. He has made the Jém himself unhappy, and his subjects disconten 
with the administration. To accomplish his selfish ends, Mr. Kharkar has a 
ruined several well-wishers of the State. He has got Mr. Salmon, the Assistant _ 
Political Agent in charge of the State, to prohibit the renowned Khawds Mawji, - 
who was a trustworthy servant, a well-wisher, and good adviser of the Jam, from : a 
going and seeing his master. He has got that officer to issue similar orders in a 
the case of several other Khawdses and Hajrids (servants) of the Jém. He has 4 
resumed the villages which the above-mentioned Mawyji and seven other officers 
obtained in the matter of Kdlubh4, except the one received at the same time by 
R4w Bahddur Popat Welji. He has banished several respectable inhabitants of 
the Sansthain from the State, such as Mr. Guldbr4i Ambdshankar, a pensioned 
servant of the Political Agency, and others. It is said he has dispensed with 
the services of Mr. Jaganndth Ichh4rém, the Judge of the Huzur Court, when 
the people of the State loved and respected for his impartiality in the dispens- 
ation of justice. He is now trying to dismiss Mr. Mangalji Gowrishankar, the 
Revenue Commissioner of the State. It is true that it is Mr. Khérkar’s duty to 
improve the administration ; and, had he removed from the State bad men, there 
would have been cause to congratulate him. But he has done nothing of the. 
kind. He has abolished the Municipal Department ; has dismissed, without good . 
‘ _ cause, the librarian ; and permits the concubines of the Jém to receive large sums 
: of money. He gives a pay of 700 koris to a Khawas, who is inimical. to M4wji 
Khawds. He allows tyranny to be practised by investing an illiterate officer 
with extensive powers. He does not pay other servants of the State their 
salaries regularly. He does not take due notice of complaints about indecent 
attacks made on private women of the town. He has engaged on high salaries 
a number of Dekanis, and could not find any persons fit for those places in the 
State or in the whole of Kattywar. He has obtained a binding agreement from 
the Jém about his own services. He has made the State treasury ay than it 
was when he came. His Highness the J4m is a simple prince, who is soon de- 
ceived by chicanery. He has been made very miserable; and it behoves the 
paramount power to grant him and his subjects due relief by getting an abler 
and better Diwdn to administer the State. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 26th February 1878. 
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printed in italics. 
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cases, an estimate been made by the Reporter, 


3 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 25th February, in a leader, headed “The New 
| ialtices cxtticthens tthe ° 2 e and Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey,” 


speeches of Lord Lytton and makes further criticisms on the speeches of the above- ° 


of Sir John Strachey, deli: named. statesmen, delivered by them on the 9th 


vered by them on the 9th ) in defence‘of the n : ; 
February, in defence of the February efe e new imposts. Referring 


ew tucda: to the statement of Sir John, that as the expenditure 


incurred by Government in consequence of the famines 


is mainly made for the benefit of the agricultural class, and as the trading 
classes contribute nothing to the Government treasury, it is only just that 
these new imposts should fall mainly on these two classes; the Indu Prakash 
questions the soundness and even the correctness of these assertions. Accord- 
ing to Sir John, the expenses of relieving a famine-stricken district or province 
should exclusively fall on that district or province only. But Government 
‘does not follow any such absurd principle. And it is wise that it does not 
do so. Because no part of a great country can ever be affected by any 
calamity, without other parts being similarly affected more or less. It is 
also not true that the trading classes donot contribute to the State treasury. 
Who is it that pays the stamp duties, the Abkéri duties, the forest fees, 
atid many other cesses to Government? It is the trading classes. The depre- 
ciation of silver. in Europe, and the consequent loss sustained by Eyropeans 
in making remittances to England, adduced by the Viceroy as a justification 
of the exclusion of the European officials from the operation of the licence- 


tax, are held by the Indu Prakdsh to be a plea in which a just and impartial: 


observer can see no force whatever. As to the real necessity of these new ob- 
noxious imposts, the writer observes that, had the Government of India given 
a solemn promise to create a separate fund from the proceeds of these taxes, 
which would never be touched for any other object than for thé relief of 
famines, the people would have believed that there was really such a necessity. 
But, from ‘the speech of Sir John Strachey, Government seems unwilling to 
bind itself by any such ‘promise. If Government really wanted money, there 

were other means less objectionable than the increase in the salt-duties and the 
licence-tax, which it soiid have adopted if it wished. An increase in the duty 
on the finer manufactures of cotton imported from Europe, and a re-imposition 
of duty on wheat exported from this country, would have given a good income 
to Government, without causing any real injury to our foreign trade. But race- 
partiality prevents our Government from adopting these really better measures. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 24th February devotes a long leader to the 


Notices the proceedings of notice of the public meeting of the 19th February, 
the public neste of the held by the people of Bombay in the Circus-tent of 
people of Bombay, held on Mr, Wilson, to express their strong protest against 


the 19th February, to express eer ; 
their protest against the new the new taxes, and to adopt a petition for being sent 


taxes, and toadopt @ petition to the British H ouse of Commons against those imposts. 
against them to the British The Opinion rejoices to record the meeting as a very 
Parliament. | great success, and a most remarkable exhibition of the 
popular spirit and unityin a great public cause. The article once more refers 
to the circumstances: which have made the new taxes so i unpopular, and 


! 


gives a brief substance of the petition adopted, and of the different speeches — 


made on the occasion. (The Dnydén Prakdsh (3) also gives a leader to the 
notice of the proceeding of the above meeting. The Dnydn Prakdsh very 
severely condemns the Bombay Government for refusing the people of Bom- 


bay the use of the Town Hall for convening the above meeting, and thus com- 


yelling them to resort to the charity of an American gentleman. ‘This conduct 
of the Bombay Government is denounced as worse than the old Mogalai.) (‘The 
Arydwarta Panchdnan (40) of the 23rd February, but received on the 26th, also 
has a leader‘on this subject), == , in its apoio MN ta 


f 


The Kiran (9) of the 24th February, in a short article, headed “ The In- 
Loy) ee : dian Armies,” notices the attack made on the Native 
Defence of the Native army army by an English author, in a book, called “ Our 


from the accisations brought 
ainst it by the author of an 


English work, entitled “Our tions the author has brought against that army. | The 
Real Danger in India.” book says that the Native sepoys are not trustworthy ; 


that they are of no use if taken to Europe; and that 
they are full of spirit only when they are victorious; but, if defeated, forget 
their duty to their employers, and go over tothe enemy. As to the first charge, 
that of faithlessness, the writer in the Kiran observes that, except in 1857, the 
Native sepoy is never known to have turned a faithless soldier ; and, even on 
that unhappy occasion, it may be safely said that he was forced to become faith- 
less rather than become so of his own accord: But this question need not be 
discussed here, and “we cannot discuss it without drawing upon ourselves an 
imputation of disloyalty.” The Natives follow in their conduct the well known 
Sanskrit proverb, “ As the king, so are the subjects;” and the Native sepoy is 
no exception to this general rule. Ifthe master is suspicious, and treats his 


servants with distrust, the latter arty become untrustworthy. This is true’ 


of the men of all countries, and not only of the Natives of India. As to the 
second assertion of the author that the Native sepoy is useless if taken to Europe, 
the Kiran remarks that there is no wonder if such is the fact. The Native 


sepoy does not get the-same careful training and the anxious treatment about his 


physical well-being, as are bestowed on the European soldier; and this being 
so, how can the former be expected to turn out as efficient a fighting-man as 
the latter, and that, again, in an uncongenial climate? The writer repudiates 
the third and fourth charges also, and asserts that they are in no way peculiarly 
applicable to the Native sepoys. ; 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 24th February, in an article, headed “ The At- 
titude of Europe and the Situation of England,” refers 

RT orgy to ® rumoured al* +. a correspondent’s letter in the Pall Mall Gazette, 

nce among France, Ger- .. | | : | . : 
many, and Italy against the giving the rumour that France and Germany, having 
interests of England; and ‘| forgotten their bitter animosities, have become bosom- 
observes that as England is friends, and are inducing Italy to join them in friend- 
pi merlin: 308d in the ship. France has to give up for ever her claims to 
; she can raise a ; Te ‘ : 

large army from the huge Alsace, as the province is inhabited by. a German- 
papaiation of India, shecan speaking population. She is also to give back to 
safely defy all her enemies in Jtaly the province of Savoy. She is to be compen- 
pee Mbece sated for these losses by the restoration of Lorraine 
and the permission to annex Belgium. ‘The correspondent says that a regular 
correspondence is going on between Prince Bismarck and M. Gambetta on the 
above questions. It is notorious that there is a secret treaty between Russia 
and Germany. It is also well known that England wishes Belgium to remain 
an independent State, and will resist its annexation to France. “Bat, in that 
case, she will have to fight with the five great powers of Europe leagued to- 
gether against her, viz., France, Germany, Russia, Italy, and Turkey. The 
last believes that she has been betrayed and forsaken by England, and will not 
hesitate to join her enemies. England may find a friend in Austria ; but her 
friendship will prove neither valuable nor very firm. If all this speculation of 


the correspondent of the Pall Mali Gazette be true, says the Arunodaya, England 


will have to join in a very hard struggle. But the English sovereignty is one of 
the most powerful empires, It comprises England the richest country, and 
India the most populous country, in the world ; and, when she possesses these 
two most important elements of success in war in her favour, she can well defy 
any enemy or leagues of enemies in the world. | 


OnP2—-3 a a oy 


Real Danger in India,” and replies to the four accusa- 


ys 
x 4 AD 


ah ee 
cafe 
Mi 


: 
‘ 
- mh : 
* $ ) 
| 
a , 
; _ 
s 
f Pee : } 
° 
‘ 
r 
z | 
? P 
‘ | 
F - 
o 
ie | 
| * 
“ | | 
, 
‘ : 
F’ 
¥ | 
Z 
: 
& 
¢ 
é 
> 
. 
a 
» . 
“ | 
¥ 
V 
i . | 
ri , 
; 
. 3 
‘ * oe ; * He 
| . 
; 7 
; 
. 
m 
. 
* 
aa | 
x | 
ny } | 
i 
| ° 
, | ¥ ; 
= 
' 
j 
: £ $ s a . 
t 
+ 
- 
= 
$ 
€ 
s 
+ 
; 
| ; 
* 
. 
v 
. 
$ 
* 
; 
j 
k 
' 
. 
4 | 
4 
; 
Zs 
J 
t 
- 
5 
* | 
~ 
; i 
; 
> 
; 
% 
J 
: x 
‘ 


5 


‘ 


The same, in another article, observes that several Englishmen seem to 


Leslie st ae Scere onter- think that the best way of keeping India perpetually 


tained by some Englishmen under their dominion is to abolish the armies of the. 


of the armies of the Native Native States, and to reduce the Native Princes to 
‘States. The fears are shown mere Jdgirddrs. They refer to the fact that, while 
1 ay eo the paramount English Government has only an army 
amounting to 200,000 men, the Native States collectively have an army 
numbering about 300,000 men, and say that this is not a safe state of thin 

They also point to the alleged good condition of the army of His Highness the 
Scindia in support of their view. The Arwnodaya observes that the real value 
of an army does not at all depend on its mere number. It mainly depends on 
its discipline, the arms with which it is supplied, and the qualifications of tbe 
officers by whom it is commanded. And, in all these elements, the armies of 
the Native States are mere chaff before the wind, when compared with the 
English army. The army of Scindia may be efficient. But what other Native 
State can boast as good an army as that of Scindia? Is the army of His 
Highness the Holkar, or that of the Nizam, or of the Gaekwar, an army worth 
mentioning ? It is simply preposterous to talk of the armies of the Native 
States as a source of danger. What danger can there be from the Chiefs, the 
majority of whom are steeped in low, disgraceful, and effeminate vices and 
debauchery, or from their so-called armies which know nothing of discipline, 
or of military exercise, or of actual field service. (The Jndu Prakdsh (1) of the 
25th instant, and some Guzerdti papers of this and previous weeks, have articles 
on the same subject, expressing similar views. 


The Shubha Suchak (15) of the 22nd February, but received on the 25th, 


in a long leader, joins the rest of its contemporaries 


Animadversions on the Li- in making a severe attack on the Licence-tax Act 
cence-tax Act recently passed 


Sy tha Bombie: Lagialaiivs recently passed by the Bombay Legislative Council 
Coanal * in the face of the strong and unanimous opposition of 
: the public and of even its own non-official members. 


The ‘— of Bombay prayed the Council to wait only a few days before pass- 


ing the Bill that they might be able to express their opinion on the measure ; 
but the Council did not grant even this small request of the people. The writer 
does not know whether to call this proceeding of Government an act of a civilized 
Government or of imperial despotism. The writer also repeats, once more, the 
assertion of some of its contemporaries that there is no positive necessity of 
resorting to the new taxes, and that the deficit caused by the recent famine can 
be made up by exercising economy in the existing State expenditure. The 
article contains such other assertions and remarks as have already appeared in 


the Native press, and have been noticed more fully in the previous weekly 
summaries. . 


The same, in another leader, makes a severe attack on the new Civil Pro- 


cedure Code recently passed by the Supreme Legis- 


Severe strictures on the lative Council of India. The strictures contained in 
new Civil Procedure Act 


ccenity Gaiend. try the Vicw- this article, also, have appeared in othér vernacular 
roy’s Legislative Council. papers, and have been noticed in the previous alae 


reports. ‘The provisions which have been introduced 
into the new Act, with the alleged benevolent object of saving the poor ryots 


from the clutches of the Sowkdrs, instead of accomplishing that good object, 
will only result in aggravating the misery and helplessness of the ryots, by 
depriving them of the little credit they have with the Sowkdrs. This measure, 
which has its origin in the ignorance of those who framed it, will also 
injure the interests of Government very materially. How will Government. be 
able to realize its revenue from the ryots, if the Sowkdér withholds giving 
accommodation to them? In the opinion of the Shubha Suchak the much- 
maligned Sowkar is not such a relentless extorter as Government tries to ma 
him eut. The rate of interest he exacts, though heavy, is not, after all, 
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exorbitant as the one which the kind Government exactson the unpaid revenue — & 
instalments. Ifa ss inquiry were made, it would appear that more ryots  ' 
are ruined to satisfy the demands of Government than em of the Sowkars. 
- short, the writer expects no good whatever from this new Civil Procedure a 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 24th February, in noticing the visit recently 


Requests the Director of 
Public Instruction to ex- 
amine every class of an insti- 


paid by the Director of Public Instruction to Surat, 
observes that Mr. Chatfield did not examine the classes 
of the institutions he visited, nor asked the teachers 


tution he visits, and to make +o teach their classes in his presence. Had he done : 
ee plese cena roy re, Doth these things in regard to each class, he would : 
SS. have been able to ascertain the merits of each teacher, 

and would have been able to give those who deserved 
it due encouragement, and to blame those who did not discharge their duties 
properly. This inattention of the Director to an important item of inspection 
of schools, the Guzerat Mitra considers a mistake, and observes that it hag dis- 
satisfied the masters who take great pains in teaching their classes, The Mitra 
hopes Mr. Chatfield will not fail to pay due attention to this subject in his 
visits to the schools of other places. : 


The same joins a large number of its Native contemporaries in observing 
that in the Legislative Councils of this country the : 
Considers the Legislative non-official members representing the public are fewer : 
Councils of this country a8 than the official members; that, in the consultations : 
useless, and observes that the -< ‘ 
of these Councils, the unofficial members do not ¢az 
people can do without them. : 
weight on account of their smaller number; that 
Government. pays no attention to the public opinion expressed through its 
organ—the press; and that laws and measures are passed in accordance with — 
the wishes of Government and in spite of those of the public. Under these 
circumstances the Legislative Councils, observes the Mitra,-are useless, and the 
country can do without them. After their abolition Government can pass any 
laws it likes, and the public will submit to them resignedly. 


The Bombay Samdchdér (45) of the 26th February, in noticing the case of 
Cselatis tack thee paltde. Mr. Maddon, an European resident of Calcutta, who 
Bibi of Bombay do ae act Was confined in a lock-up for a night by the police of 
with propriety and decency that city on a charge of not removing his own carriage 
with drivers of hack-car- from near his door, when ordered by the police to do 
riages and Native owners of 55 and for being drunk and creating a disturbance 
private carriages. ou the road, but whom the Magistrate found guilty of 
the first charge only, and fined in the sum of rupees five, observes that it is 
lain that Mr. Maddon has been unjustly treated by the Calcutta police. In 
ombay also the police does not act with propriety and decency with the 
drivers of hack-carriages and the Natives having their own private carriages. 
Policemen are to be generally seen using foul language towards drivers of hack- 
carriages, and threatening to beat, and sometimes even actually beating them 
with their batons. They are also seen to use such language to the drivers 
when Native ladies or gentlemen are sitting in those carriages, and toholdthe - ; 
reins of the animals yoked to the carriages, and push them back wheneyer the 
carriages are to be prohibited from going over a certain road, without caring 
for the fright caused by the plunging back of the animals to the lady-passei 
of the carriages. The conduct of the police towards owners of private car 
is no less censurable. Ifa European gentleman keeps his carriage standin; 
drives it in a way inconvenient to other persons, the policeman allows ; oe 
do so. But ifa Native does so, the pohceman attempts to apprehend him if 7 


he delays in removing the carriage or in coming to the right side of the road. a 


wo psrernd 
- 


Complaints on these subjects, if made, are not properly attended to. The ~ 
existence of them is not, however, creditable either to the police or to the Bom- a. 
bay Government, hee a 


— ope 


| 7 
The. Bombay Saméchdr (45) of the 28th February, in. alluding to the com- 


_...__ plaint it has recently revived that the engineers sent 
Frege Fg as out to this coun om the Cooper’s Hill College in 
is Makes ha roposals ©. England have become a great burden on the Indian 
to the lessening of the bur- revenues, as they have to be paid without their doing 
den of Engineers sent out to any work; and that this burden will increase to a 
ete som the Cooper's Hill fearful extent, as new batches of engineers will come 

coe from that college, unless some effective measures are 
taken to prevent their coming in large numbers; expresses great satisfaction to 
see that this complaint has received the attention of the authorities. Sir 
Andrew Clerk, observes the Samdchdér, has drawn up a plan to lessen the pre- 


sent number of engineers and the future oversupply from the Cooper’s Hill 


College. He wants to compel one hundred of the engineers already in the service 
to retire on a bonus and a pension. This plan will cost fourteen lakhs of rupees; 
but it is more advantageous than to pay these engineers their salaries without 
obtaining any work eee them. Sir Andrew’s suggestion in regard to the 
checking of future supplies from the college is that he wishes to make this an 
institution for the supply of engineers to England and all its colonies, instead 
of its being, as it is at present, for the supply of engineers to India alone. In 
doing this, the supply to India would be checked, or rather adjusted to her 
demands, and the cost of the maintenance of the institution would have to be 
mainly borne by England, and only proportionately to their demands by India 
and the colonies. These suggestions of Sir Andrew are the best, and ought to 
be carried into effect at once. But their final adoption depending on the plea- 
sure of the Secretary of State for India, it is doubtful whether they will be 
effected. Cooper's Hi 

likely to admit his mistake in this matter so soon, and adopt the recommenda- 
tions of Sir Andrew. But His Lordship, the Samdehdér hopes, seeing that this 


institution has in a short time entailed so great a burden on India, will give . 


due attention to the interests of this poor country, and will give effect to the 
proposals of Sir Andrew at once. 


The Rast Goftdr (48) of the 24th February is very glad that the public 


ill College is a great favourite of Lord Salisbury, who is not 


Expresses joy at the success 
of the public meeting of the 
19th February for making a 
protest against the new taxes, 
and for adopting a petition to 
Parliament against them. __ 


meeting of Tuesday last, held in the Wilson’s Circus- 
tent on the Esplanade in Bombay, was largely attend- 
ed, and proved a great success. There were more 


than three thousand persons taking part in this 


gathering. All the cloth-merchants had shut their 
shops, and attended the meeting. The people will 


US 


long remember this large assembly, and will never forget that they were denied 
the use of the Town Hall on this occasion. In India imperialism has com- 
menced with the wilful conduct of Government. The refusal of Government 
to allow the use of the Town Hall on this occasion is an instance of this wilful- 
ness, which ought to be brought to the notice of the British Parliament in this 
petition against the tyranny of the new taxes. The authorities may not be 
glad at the large gathering of the people to express their disapproval of the 
new taxes; but they ought to thank themselves for it. (‘The Yajddn Parast (50) 


of the same date is also glad for the success of this meeting.) 


The same observes, in the next leader, that the only thing to be disapy rov- 


Is sorry to find that the 


speakers at the late public 


meeting in Bombay did not 


pay sufficient attention to the 
increase made in the salt- 
duty, which the Rast Goftér 
asserts is more objectionable 
than the licence-tax. 


tyrannical. The first isa tax on wages, but the second is a tax on food. h 


ed of in the proceedings of thé meeting of last ‘Tues- 
day of the people of Bombay was that the complaint 
against the increase in the salt-duty in the Bombay 


and the. Madras Presidencies did not receive due at- 


tention from the speakers in the assembly. Mos 
them spoke a great deal about the licence-tax, an 


comparatively little about the salt-duty. But the 
former is only objectionable, whereas the latter is 
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licence-tax is not objectionable in principle, while the duty on salt is so. The 


objection about the first is that it falls alike on the poor and the rich. The 
objection to the duty on salt is that it has made this necessary of life so dear, 
that some poor people cannot afford to buy it at all, and, for seasoning their 
food, wash their pots in salt-water, and cook their food in such pots.‘ In introduc- 
ing the Bill for the new taxes into the Supreme Legislature, the Indian Finance 
Minister boasted that, on account of the recent famines in the Bombay and the 
Madras Presidencies, the cultivating ryots of those Presidencies have been 
exempted from them. But the increase made in the salt-duty of those two 
Presigennine has not inflicted less misery on those ryots; and thus the assertion 
of Sir John Strachey about the exemption is only an empty boast. This real 
state of things escaped the attention of the speakers of the public meeting, who 
chiefly confined their observations to the short-comings of the licence-tax only. 


The same, in a short article, headed ‘‘ The Town shut out from the Town 
Hall,” refers to a short history-ofthe Town Hall, written 

Observes that the peopleof by Mr. Bahmanji Beherdémji Patel, given in another 
em ne See as A and observes that this history shows what right 
ing their public meetings and the people of Bombay have to the use of the Town Hall. 
assemblies there. For the erection of this building the citizens of Bom- 
bay contributed a good deal, both in money and ‘in 


labour, They first started the project of a Town Hall to the city, and, after 


years of trouble in the matter, raised money for erecting it. Theshare of Gov-— 


ernment in this building was, that it gave a piece of land to build upon, and a 
donation’ of ten thousand rupees, and paid some money more tv complete the 
building. The hall was erected at a cost of five lakhs of rupees for the purpose, 
as expressed in the document made at the time, “of holding public meetings 
and assemblies of the people of the town.” And yet the Government has re- 
fused to allow a public meeting of the townspeople being held in this building. 
Had such an occurrence as the above taken place in a town in England, the 
people of it would not have put up with the affront, as is done by the people 
of Bombay. ‘The Bombayites have simply recorded a protest against the re- 
fusal at the meeting held in Wilson’s Circus-tent. People in England would 
have done more. ‘They would have collected a large fund, obtained legal 
advice, filed a suit against the authorities, and carried their complaint before 


Parliament, And if, after all these attempts, they failed in securing their right 
to their Town Hall, they would have erected anew Town Hall. The refusal 


of Government to permit the use of the Town Hall is more to be attributed to 
the censurable timidity of the Bombayites, than to the right of Government to do 
so. Inthe next short leader the Adst Goftér observes that one need not be 
disappointed at this timidity. The public spirit and enthusiasm of the people 


in political matters is increasing in the course of time. To support this last 
assertion, the Rast Goftér gives an account of a public meeting of the people 


of Bombay, held about 18 years ago, to protest against the licence-tax proposed 


by the Honourable Mr. Harrington of the Supreme Legislative Council, and 


compares it with the account of the meeting held this month to protest against. 


the new licence-tax; and observes that there was a larger gathering and more 
marked expression of public spirit of the people of Bombay on the. latter 


- 


oceasion. | 


The Ahmedabad Samédchar (54) of the 20th February, but received on the 

beat 26th, revives the old complaints of the papers of Ah- 

Repenis the os ae. medabad that the sanads and plans issued by the 

the City Survey Departosent City Survey D epartment of that city are ices often 

of Ahmedabad that it is use- to be found containing mistakes in measurements, 

less and annoying tothe peor and that these documents are not trustworthy. The 

ple, es Samdchdr, also, gives about twenty instances in which 

the original sanads or plans issued by the Survey Department were found 

erroneous, and corrected ones issued in their places. It condemns the Survey 
4n P2—3 : ) i 
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Department as useless and annoying to the people, and prays the Revenue 
y 


Commissioner, N. D., to abolish it, as prayed for 
petition to him. : 


The Késide Mumbai (61) of the 25th February, after censuring the verna- 
Peas Ue aathoctie i cular papers of Guzerat for causelessly annoying Native 
Guzerat and Kattywar to put ~ States for shortcomings which are alike common to 
a stop to the indecencies and them:and the territory under British rule,—such as 
hurtful fights of the Shimg4- the occurrences of thefts, murders, and other crimes, 
nonanye- blames them for not instructing the people to give up 
their evil customs. It then alludes to the evil practices prevailing in Guzerat 


the Ahmedabadis in a recent 


and Kattywar of uttering indecent words in the Shimg4-holidays, and, in some 


places of those provinces, of throwing stones or fireworks at each other in a 


regular fight ; and observes that last year also it complained about these practices. 


The Shimgé4 of this-year has approached, and it becomes the British authorities 
and the Native States of those provinces to put a stop to the utterance of in- 
decent words during this Shimgé festival, and to prohibit the fights with 
stones which take place in Bdldsinor, Cambay, Jundgarh, and in other places. 
Similar fights with fireworks also occur at Kapadwanj and other places, and 
they, too, ought to be stopped, as in all these fights many persons are hurt or 
maimed, some of whom die a lingering. death. 


The same of the 27th February, ina para. headed. ‘ Russian Cloth- 
States that there is a ru. merchants in Hindustén (Upper India),” states that 
mour that Russian spies have ‘two fair skinned merchants have come to Mujfarpur 
come to Mujfarpurin Hindu. in Hindustén (Upper India). They sell cloth to 
stan (Upper India) in the people on credit without inquiring about them {as to 
AP oF Sean. their credit), They say that they are Mogals of 
Bombay. But a rumour prevails here that they are Russian spies.” 


The Guzerat Samachar (62) of the 23rd February, but received on the 26th, 
: repeats the frequently-made complaints of the Native 
_Prays the Superintendent ross of Surat that cartmen overload their carts so 
of Police of Surat to pre- ties dhe bala ¢ Soak q h 
scribe the quantity of burden muc tha © DuLocKs requent y sink under the 
to be put into hack-carts of!' burden. And, when the bullocks fall down, the 
ae town, a be ee drivers mercilessly beat them to make them rise up 
overloaded, an e r . 
rig ie vaked 4s Ghana aie and go fast. ‘The cartmen are not generally owners 
Pi of the carts, but are only the servants of the owners, 
who are paid at the rate of one-fourth of the earnings. 
They, therefore, do not care-much for the animals, and overload the carts. 
Even carts drawn by two lean bullocks are loaded with a burden weighing 
from thirty to fifty maunds. The animals yoked to hack-carriages are also 
very lean, and are tortured to go fast. The writer prays the Superintendent of 
Police of Surat to issue orders to put down this cruelty. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (64) of the 26th February, in giving the substance of 
| the new Bill for opium in the Bombay Presidency, 
Animadversions on the observes that a cursory consideration of the Bill shows 
new Opium Bill for the Bom- . % 
bey Presidanny. that the Bill has created two hinderances. One of 
these is that the Bill prohibits the Bombay Presidency 
from the cultivation of the drug. Government has not done well in wishing 
to do such a thing. It is not right to deprive the people of any place or places 
of their rights for, saving the Government from any trouble. The other incon- 
venience created by the Bill is that the opium brought to Bombay for export 
ought to be exported within two years from the date of its import. And if it 


is not exported within that period, the Commissioner of Customs, if he thinks 


there are good reasons for allowing six months more for its export, will is 
a parwané to that effect, on levying a fee of one hundred rupees per each case 


of the drug. After the expiry of these six months, again a dealer is 
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into difficulty. The dealers must mutely suffer these inconveniences and hard- 
ships, as there is scarcely a single officer of Government, like Mr. John Bright, 
who will redress the wrongs of the subjects. | 


Municipalities. 


The Kiran (9) of the 24th February, in an article, headed “ Ruin of the 
‘Severely censures the Mu. oor; or, An Evil resulting from there being no Popu- 
nicipality of Poona for rais- larly elected Members in the Municipal Committees,” 
ing the duties on food-grains observes that the people having no voice either in the 
in these hard times, whencorn § T,egislative Councils or in any governing body, the 
is selling at famine prices. = = 5. ffer from harsh and unsuitable laws and rules. Wo 
are aware of this evil, and yet, fortunately for Government, nothing can be 
done to remedy it. The very arrangements Government has made for our 
welfare have become sources of misery and annoyance to us. For instance, 
the Municipal institutions which are established to provide us with comforts 
and conveniences, not only do not give us those benefits, but, on the contrary, 
inflict on us much annoyance. The cause of this is that we have no Municipal 
franchise. The present Government nominees find themselves overpowered 
by the great influence of the official European president. After these rather 
trite remarks, the writer alludes. to the Government Resolution No. 30004, 
dated the 22nd October last, asking the Municipalities to exempt certain Euro- 
pean articles, such as colours, colouring matters, twine, glass, and china wares, 
spirits, wines, &c., from the Municipal duties, and to the consequent resolution 
made by the Municipality of Poona to exempt. those articles, and to raisé its 
duties by fifty or even cent per cent on the necessaries of life, i.¢., the different 
food-grains. Moreover, in raising. these duties on food in these hard times, when 
corn is frightfully rising in price, the Municipality has not contented itself 
with making up the o pecutge caused bY the exemption, but has raised twenty- 
five or thirty per cent more than it has lost in consequence of the above exemp- 
tion. The writer severely condemns this proceeding of the Municipality, 
referring to the licence-tax, to the famine prices now ruling the grain-market, 
to the general poverty and miserable condition of the ryots, and to the late 
agerarian riots in the Deccan villages. (The Shiwdjt (28) of the 22nd February, 
but received on the 24th, makes similar remarks on this subject. This writer 
asks the Municipality not to tax the necessaries of life of the poor, but to put 
the burden, if it is positively necessary to do so, on the luxuries of the rich, He 
also denies the necessity of increasing the revenues of the Municipality). 


The Broach Wartamdn (57) of the 25th February requests the Municipality 
ee of Broach to deepen the wells outside the gates of that 

‘ Asks the Municipality of town, and to erect railings at their mouths, as num- 

roach to adopt certain mea- b f : : ? : 

sures in regard to the water- bers of women go at night and early in the morning 
supply of that town. to get water from them, and there are chances of 
-. -\_--«gerious accidents happening to some of them. The 

Municipality is also requested to prohibit clothes being washed in the Ratan- 
tal4w, and its water being used for any other purpose than for human 
consumption, as the tank contains a very limited supply, and is resorted to by a. 
large number of people. , : 


Railway $, 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchér (45) of the 25th February ex- 

a resses thanks to the authorities of the B. B. and 

Peg nests the authonties Of C. I. Railway for creating due conveniences for the 

to ran @ special train fron, Pérsis residing at all places on the line between 

Broach to Nausart tn somo: Bombay and Surat, in regard to their going to Nau- 

tion with the ceremony of the gayrj in connection with the new Tower of Silence 

Tower of Silence at the latter byilt at that place. He, however, thinks that similar 

pee conveniences should have been made for the Parsi 
5 NP eed Ree la 
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residents of Broach and Ankleswar, who are as numerous as the P4rsi popula- 
tion of Surat. He therefore requests the railway authorities to run a pop ula 


train from Broach to Nausari, instead of one from Surat to the latter — 
Such an arrangement, observes the writer, would be convenient to the Parsis 
of Broach and Ankleswar, and remunerative to the Company. . 


Native States. 


_ The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 21st February, but received on the 24th, 
contains a long communicated article, the writer of 
Notices the attack madeon which notices the attack made by the Calcutta cor- 
— Seindia by the Cal- respondent of the London Times on His Highness 
correspondent of the. M shérdi 4 Gotnd: ; hi P shivers ‘i 
London Times for alleged dis- chan ja ocin la, accusing Him cis Owing wanton 
courtesy to the Lieutenant. discourtesy to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Governor of Bengal, and Bengal, by not going to pay him a ceremonial visit 


for his alleged military pride, ent satiate 
and criticises the attack in « When His Highness was at Calcutta in January last, 


sarcastic and virulent spirit. nd also of military pride, and replies to this attack 


| with sarcastic and virulent remarks. Scindia was once 
a powerful and independent prince, no way inferior to the English Government, 
with which his ancestors made war and peace on terms of perfect equality. But 
his real power is gone, and he has become a General of the British army; and, 
therefore, he ought to know that it is his duty to pay respect and make a salaam 
not only to the Liseatenan evetioes of the British provinces, but even to the 
favourite little dogs of these great representatives of the Empress of India. 
The writer, also, ironically refers to the time-serving conduct and apparent 
humility of the old British Indian statesmen; to the occasional reverses of the 
rie ea arms in India; and to the great assistance given by the Native princes 
to t 


e English Government in the memorable year 1857. He, in the course of 
this article, calls the English one or two harsh names. 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 24th February advises the State of Jundégarh 
Advises the State of Junéd- convenience of trade and. passenger traffic. The 
- to erect a wooden pierin writer admits that this State has spent a large amount 
e port of Verdwal for the : 
dae Gres beatnik of teat. of money on this port, but observes that no advantage 
2 has been derived from the expenditure. Five lakhs of 
rupees were spent through Mr. Scott. Two lakhs more were expended through 
Mr. Bulkley, an Engineer. Some more money was thrown away on the third 
occasion through Mr. Bamanji. But the port has not become a bit more useful 
than in its original condition. A ship or a steamer coming into this port has 
to anchor at a distance from the shore, and passengers and goods have to be 
sent from a board in small boats. These boats also cannot touch the shore, and 


‘passengers have to wade through water to the shore, and goods are landed on 


the heads of coolies. The darb4r gets an annual income of a lakh and a half 
of rupees from this port; and it should not hesitate to spend upon it more 


- money, and to create due convenience of easy landing by means of@pier. The 


Mitra advises the darbér to erect a wooden pier through the agency of Native 
architects. The pier should be strong and long enough to allow ships to come 
alongside of it. Such a pier is sure to increase trade. The Mitra is surprised 
to find that the authorities in Kattywar have not made any such recommenda- 
tion to the Jundgarh darbdr for the due convenience of the traffic of this port. 


Cholera. 


i 


The Jame Jamsed (46) of the 27th February states, on the authority of a 

Breaking out of cholera of Private letter from Ichchdpur, in Taluka Olpdd, of 
a bad type in the village of the Surat District, that cholera of a bad type has 

Ichchipur in Taluka Olpéd, broken out in that village since the last seven oreight 
* days. Every day six or seven persons ure carried 


of the Surat District. 


to erect a wooden pier at the,;Verdwal port for the 
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away by this epidemic, and about twenty perso uffering f ie 
= It has broken out ps scp among the Koli and the Kunbi Zz 
have deserted their houses and have gone to reside in their fields. The Ll 
: of the surrounding villages do not permit these people to come to their vi : 3 
Cholera medicine has been brought from Olpéd, but it does not act prop eee 
. account of the indiscretions of the patients. There is a great need at this pla S 
of a doctor with a good supply of medicines. There being a scarcity of men a 
_ in this village, women burn three or four dead bodies together. There is a 
want of men to cut the scanty crops of wheat, &c., which are spoiling. (The me 
) Nydya Prakash (64) of the 25th February notices the above sad occurrences, ao 
and prays the District Collector of Surat to depute a doctor to the village). eo 
: The Broach Wartamdn (57) of the 25th February reports that cholera has a 
ae broken out in the town of Broach, and requests the a 
, cna ale pieeemar authorities of that town to adopt the necessary steps a 
to check the epidemic. 
| KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
; Reporter on the Native Press. : 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, mh : | 
Sy ~Poona, 5th March 1878. 
e: : 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 4th March, in an article, headed “ Was there a 
Necessity for Imposing New Taxes ?” after.once more 


‘Points out the extravagant repeating the remark that the new taxes have created 
and unnecessary expenditure 


of the Customs Department * 87 eat and universal feeling of discontent in the 
of the Island of Bombay, and country, and after expressing much wonder at the 


observes that to permit such assertion of the Viceroy that the new taxes have met 
extravagance, and to impose 


new taxes on the impover- | er 
ished ryots, is very unjust, if have been thoroughly condemned everywhere, reiter- 


not tyrannical. ates the old assertion that, had the Government of 

| India sincerely wished to do so, it could have easily 
effected a reduction in the existing expenditure, quite sufficient to make up the 
deficit caused by the recent famine, without resorting to the new odious im- 
posts. But, in order to effect this reduction, it must affect the interests of the 
European services,—a step which the Government of India is very much averse 
to adopt. In proof of this old and often-repeated assertion, the Indu Prakash 
adduces the case of the Customs Department of the Island of Bombay. About 
five years ago a new Customs Department was created which manages the cus- 
toms work of the whole Presidency, except that of the Island of Bombay. Thus 
the Bombay Customs Department has its work reduced to only one-third of 
what it had five years ago; yet the Bombay Customs Commissioner and his 
Assistant continue to draw as handsome colairics as they did before. Look, 


again, to the Preventive Service. Though trade is lessening, the posts in the . 


above service have increased fifty per cent during the last ten or twenty years. 


The same sort of extravagant and profuse expenditure may be pointed out in 


several other departments. Under these circumstances, to add to the burden 
which is already crushingly heavy, and thereby to aggravate the misery of the 


people who are already very miserable, is great injustice, if not downright 
oppression. , 


The' same, in another editorial, headed “The Famine and the Deccan 


Ryots,” criticises some of the statements made by Sir 


Criticisms on some of the Richard Temple in his last minute on the recent 
statements made by His Ex- 


Biya famine in the Deccan. According to His Excellency 
cellency Sir Richard Temple . : 
in his last minute on the re. toe proportion which the seekers of Government relief 
cent famine inthe Deccan. § during the recent famine in the Deccan bore to the 

entire population of the famine-stricken area was 
about ten per cent. These ten people, even in the ordinary times, live on the 
wages they get from day to day, and have nothing to fall back upon in the 
time of general distress, and are obliged to seek relief from the State. No 
respectable classes, either agricultural or others, sought relief from the State. 
They probably lived on the charities of the wealthy, or contrived to live on 
what they could get by selling what little property they had in the shape of 
domestic pots and pans, &c. But Sir Richard concludes from this fact that, 
though the famine’ was raging very severely for two years, the ryots contrived 
to get through it without seeking the State relief; and, therefore, it cannot be 
said that the ryots of the Deccan are reduced to the most wretched state, and 
have become thoroughly helpless. They cannot be truly said to have fallen 
into the greatest distress. His Excellency also praises them for their fortitude 
and courage. But the writer in the Jndu Prakdsh thinks that Sir Richard does 
not pay much attention to the meaning of his words when he talks or writes. 


He has, probably, borrowed this style of speaking and writing from the Viceroy. — 


Had Sir Richard thought a little deeply on the ‘subject, he could not have 
helped being convinced of the extremely wretched condition of the Deccan 
ryots. But, perhaps, he does not find it convenient to make such an idenienibe 
It would force on his Government the necessity of devising and adopting mea 
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sures to remedy the evil. It would also call into question the propriety and 
wisdom of the orders of his Government for exacting the assessment for this and 
for the last year together from the ryots. It must be considered a great boon 


for the Deccan ryots, ironically observes the Indu Prakdsh, that Sir Richard, 


in his great joy for the great prosperity of the Deccan ryots, has not. recom- 
mended to the Supreme Government to levy the land assessment from them 


: 


for the next four or five years in advance! According to His Excellency, the 


mortality in the famine-stricken districts, from want of food or from disease, 
was very small,—not more than four per.cent, that is, the famine has added 
nothing to the usual mortality of the districts! But the Indu Prakdsh asserts 
that this statement of His Excellency is not only unfounded, but contradicted 
by positive facts. The great encomiums His Excellency lavishly showers on 
the Government officers for the so-called victory they have achieved by their 
exertions over the recent famine, the Indu Prakdsh considers rather premature. 
For the'enemy has not been quite vanquished as yet, and threatens to renew its 
attacks with an increased force. | 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (2) of the 3rd March, writing from 

7 Peth Nandgad, states that the town of Nandgad con- 

Complains of the fee levied tains hundreds of poor persons, whose only means of 

on the head-loads of fuel garning a livelihood is to cut wood in the neighbour- 
brought from the jungle by .  .. 0 at ee ‘ 

the poor labourers of Nand- ing jungle, and to bring it to the town and to sell it 

gad, who have noother means for fuel. A few years ago Government was pleased 


of earning their livelihood, to impose on fuel brought from the jungle a duty of 
and prays Government to 


alvilioh the levy’ theee hard six pies on every head-load brought by a male, and ° 


days of famine. __ of three pies on that brought by a female or a child. 
Last year, however, when there was a famine in the 
district, Government was pleased to abolish this tax on the head-loads of fuel 
brought from the jungle. But this year the tax has been revived, and a uni- 
form rate of six pi 
woman, or a child. The writer complains of this revival, and asserts that it 
- presses most sorely on the poor persons who have no other means of earning 
their livelihood. Each head-load cannot bring more than two annas or two 
annas and a half in the market ; and to extort from this pittance one-fourth or 
one-fifth is indeed very cruel on the part of.Government, when ‘corn is selling 
at famine prices in the market. The writer strongly appeals to the pity of Gov- 
ernment, and requests it to relieve these poor labourers from this levy. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 4th March, in an article, notices the praise- 
7 worthy attempts which the Government of India is 
RP ys seg? neg Mace making to encourage the study of the Sanskrit lan- 
vernment for 1 en- — pie : . Rae ee 
ghiaead and Wbewel exerkicks guage, by rere ng its hres Ape i in its colleges 
to revive and encourage the nd universities, and by employing learned Natives and 
study of the old and classical European orientalists in searching out old and rare 
Sanskrit literature, and to manuscripts of Sanskrit works, in preparing lists and 
resuscitate and preserve the in nyblishing new editions of those’ which are impor- 
old manuscripts of that lan- : : 
guage. | tant. These enlightened efforts of Government, says 
the writer, deserve very deep gratitude of every 


thoughful well-wisher of this old and classical land. 


The Mahdrasira Mitra (5) of the 28th February, but received on the 4th 


_ March, also contains a leader condemnin : 
Denounces the licence-tax. is, ; the new 


tyranically as the old Mogal Government in the matter of taxes; that it has 
reduced the ryots to utter poverty ; that it does not care for their welfare, &c., 
&e, (The Kalpataru (17) of the 3rd March also expresses similar views on this 


unpopular impost. ) 


\ ; 


es is levied on every head-load, whether brought in by a man, ° 


licence-tax. The article repeats the old charges 
against Government that it is now-a-days acting towards this country as — 
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The Bodha Sudhakar 


“Severely denounces the 
Calcutta correspondent of the 
London Times: for falsely ac- 


eusing the Mahidr4ja Scindia 


: 


of a sn iscourtesy 
and of ay pride. 


allies, the Native princes, 


5 


(6) of the 27th February, but received on the 4th 
March, has a leader, headed “Justice of the English 
Government,” which makes a severe attack on the 
Calcutta correspondent of the London Times for. accus- 
ing the Mahdrdja Scindia of alleged insult to a repre- 


‘sentative of Her Majesty, and of supposed mil: 


pride. The article accuses the English rulers of 
several shortcomings, such as ingratitude to its old 
who have been so very usefal to it on several trying 


occasions. It alludes to the Berar question, to the forced dismissal of Mr. Oli- 
phant, to the dethronement of Malhdrraéw, and to such other topics. The 
charges brought by the Calcutta correspondent of the London Times on His 
Highness the’ Beindia are denounced as unfounded, and the creation of only un- 
worthy jealousy, which some Europeans entertain against the Native gr 


against whom they are constantly trying to poison the minds of the 


nglish 


Government and the English nation, by coining and propagating such false 


rumours. 


A correspondent of t 


Complains of the bad con- 
dition of several local fund 
roads of the district of Satara, 
-and requests the Collector of 
that district to take the need- 
ful steps te remove the com- 
plaint. , : 


he same observes that the object with which the local 


cess has been instituted is an excellent one; but he is 
sorry to remark that the subordinate local officers and. 
the local committees, to whom the work.of carrying 
out this object is entrusted, do not do their work 
satisfactorily ; and, therefore, the money raised by this 
cess from the ryots is often wasted without bringing 
any adequate advantage to the cess-payers. Several 
local fund roads, such as those in the Patan T'aluka, 


and the road between Satara and Vita, are in an exceedingly bad condition, 
especially in the rainy season, They get awfully miry to the great annoyance 
and misery of cartmen and their bullocks. The side gutters are generally too 


shallow to carry off the rain-water which flows over the roads and washes them 
away in several places. Mr. Moore, the Collector of Satara, who is praised for 
his sincere anxiety for the welfare of the ryots of his district, is earnestly asked 
to give his attention to this complaint, and not to trust implicitly in the reports 
of his local subordinates, but to consult the intelligent ryots of the different 


talukas now and then regarding the real state of the roads of their talukas. 
The Kiran (9) of the 3rd March, in an editorial, “Do We not Want English 


Asserts that the dissatisfac- 
tion of the people complained 
of in a previous issué of the 
Kiran is not with the English 
Government itself (which is 
really the best Government 
we ever had), but with its 


present policy. 


Government or its Mode of Administration ?” observes 
that it is about one hundred years since this countr 

has come under the British rule. During this time it 
has exhibited three different aspects one after the 
other. At the beginning it was extremely wise; 
then it became a little severe; and now it gives no 
attention whatever to the convenience, welfare, or 


feelings of the people. This last change has commenced 
to create a feeling of discontent among the people, and it is difficult to say 


what will be the result of this feeling. It would be a great mistake, however, 


on the part of Government to interpret this discontent into a sign of disloyalty. 
The people are dissatisfied not with the English rule, but only with its pre ent 
policy, The English rule is not only most dear to us, but we cheerfully 
acknowledge that it is the best rule we have ever had. It is vastly better than 
even the indigenous rule, but we do not like its present policy. If the policy 
with which the English commenced to rule this country were continued un- 
changed, we would consider ourselves the most happy people in the world. 


We are indebted to the English rulers for many very valuable boons. They ~ 


have given us rail-roads, telegraphs, great facilities for commerce, an improved 
system of justice, a liberal education, &c., though, in doing all these good thing 
for us, they neyer forgot to obtain some benefit for themselves. The ve 
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education they have given us has enabled us to understand the tricks by which | 


they benefit themselves at our expense. We understand our rights, and try to 
obtain them. ~ We cannot be deceived any longer by the sweet promises of our 
rulers, But they cannot give up their old habit of making exactions, and, in. 
doing this, they are forced to resort to unjust practices. The English rulers are 

not bad men in themselves. ‘They are not, also, ignorant of the art of keeping 

us pleased, and, at the same time, of profiting themselves. As a patient, under 

the influence of an anesthetic, does not feel any pain even under the most 

painful operations, so, as long as we were under a delusion caused by our 

rulers, we did not see the injury done to us. But keen poverty has dispelled 

our delusion, and we are no longer able to endure any more injury. @ cry 

out from the pain. But our rulers do not understand our case, and erroneously 

attribute our cries to disloyalty. Then referring to the mention of the late 

agrarian riots in the village of Supa, which the Kiran made in a previous issue, 

the writer observes that he has heard that the reference has been misunder- 

stood in some quarters, and, therefore, he has made an effort to remove this 

misunderstanding.. He once more asserts that no one is tired of: the English 

Government ; the people do not approve of its present policy only. 


The same, in another article, expresses its strong disapproval of the whole- 

sale transferences made by the District Judge of Tanna 

Blames the District Judge of all the kd4rkuns of the subordinate courts in that 
of Tanna for making whole- district. ‘The measure is condemned as uncalled for, 


sale transferences of all the and inflicting much unnecessary inconvenience and 
karkuns of the subordinate 


courts under him. The mea- 
sure is denounced as uncalled 
for, and unnecessarily harsh 
to the poor subordinates. 


loss on the poor low-paid subordinates, especially in 


these hard days of famine prices. The writer believes 
that there is a standing order of the High Court and 


of the Government that low-salaried subordinates 


| should not be transferred, unless some wrong conduct 
of such a subordinate renders such a transference necessary. If this belief of 
the writer is right, the District Judge of Tanna has broken this judicious 
order in making the above transferences. Is there nobody to call upon the 


District Judge for an explanation of this breach ? Perhaps, there is none. 


Who can blame European officers for‘their doings! exclaims the writer. 


The same publishes a communicated article, which is extremely rambling. 


Laments over the alleged 
harsh dealings of Govern- 
ment with the ryots, and 
prays it to be merciful towards 
them, and to relieve them 
from their miseries. 


The writer accuses Government of subjecting the poor, 
helpless ryots to extreme privations and hardships. 
He refers to the mutinies of 1857 ; to their cause,— 
the forcible introduction of the greased cartridges ; to 
the extreme calamities which those mutinies brought 
on the country ; also to the smaller previous mutiny 


of Jogdi’s A’mba in consequence of an iniudicious - 
J 


order‘to the sepoys of that station to shave their beards ; to the imposition of 
. several taxes, Tsccnatal and Municipal, crushing the ryots under their heavy 
load; to the agrarian riots of the Deccan; to the Riot Commission ; to the famine 
of the last two years ; to the numberless deaths caused by that famine, both of 
the ryots and of their cattle ; to the extreme rigour with which the land assess- 
ment was exacted from the famine-stricken ryots; and, lastly, to the new 
licence-tax, in spite of the most universal opposition from the people. The 
writer observes that the paramount English Government punished the incorri- 
gible tyrant Malhdrraw of Baroda for his oppression of his ryots ; but who is to 
sit in judgment on the doings of that great| paramount English Government 
itself? The writer, then, takes the liberty of suggesting to Government that in 
order to be popular, and to reign for a long time in India, it should give up its 
obstinacy in imposing obnoxious taxes. He, also; beseeches Government to 


a 


give a merciful attention to the outcries of the people, and to relieve them from 


their miseries. 
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The Jagan Mitra (11) of the 4th March states, on the authority of a cor- 

| a ae die aided on the ary mage it has re- 

Strongly disapproves ofthe ceived, that the ractice of firing a gun from the | 
recent order of. the Deputy light-house of Ratndgiri, as a signal of he’s roach- 


Collector of Customs pro- ing steamers, has been very recently prohibited by 
pep a, ati bola the fight the orders of Mr. Taylor, the Deputy Collector of the 
house of Ratnagiri, and prays Salt Revenues, who recently visited the port of Rat- 
ie Dane Be apse Neg négiri, and who considered the expenditure incurred 
to cancel thiseorder in the /0F firing the gun as a useless burden on Government. 
interest of the numerous pas- Lhe Mitra points out the great convenience which 
sengers. | the now prohibited practice afforded to the passen- 

gers. The saving effected by the prohibition is too 
paltry to be put as a set-off against the great inconvenience and annoyance it 


_ would cause to the passengers. ‘T’he attention of Mr. Crawford, the popular 


Collector of Ratndgiri, and of Mr. Pritchard, the Collector of the Salt Revenues, 
is drawn to this subject, and they are respectfully requested to cancel this 
obnoxious order, and to order the continuation of the practice of firing the 
signal gun as heretofore. 


The Shiwdjt (28) of the 1st March, but received on the 3rd, contains a com- 

: | municated article, headed “ T'yrannical Conduct of 
Asserts that in dismissing the. Officers of the Educational Department,” the 
Mr. Vinéyak Yashwant Desh- writer of which accuses the Director of Public Instruc- 
pande, a clerk, the Educa- tion and the Head-master of the Poona High School 


ti l th | iti ha aad « 7 + * ® a co «, . e 7 
mitted tiduslics, a cr of committing injustice in dismissing Mr. Vindyak 


Government to redress the Yashwant Deshpdude, who was for some years a clerk 


same. in the Poona High School, and who was a short time 

ago transferred to the office of the Educational In- 
spector,C. D. The writer refers, at some length, to the circumstances which 
led to the transfer of Mr. Deshpande from the High School to the Inspector’s 
office on a reduced salary, and to those which resulted in his final dismissal 
from the latter place ; and asserts that these circumstances, if properly consi- 
dered, do not justify either the transference on a lower salary or the final dis- 
missal of the person. The writer suspects that Mr. Deshpdnde has fallen a 
victim to the vindictive feeling of Mr. Kunte, the Head-master of the Poona 
High School, or to the conspiracy of some of:his crafty followers (though the 
writer admits that Mr. Kunte may be ignorant of this conspiracy). It is not 
very creditable in Mr. Chatfield, adds the writer, to ruin a poor man on a mere 
suspicion. ‘The communication concludes with a hope that Government will 
be gracious enough to inquire into this case, and give the needful redfess to 


the poor sufferer. 


The Nagar Samachdr (27) of the 2nd March, but received on the 4th, com- 
plains that the policemen of the Ghaérgaum Station, 
en roo a situated on the road between Dhond and Ahmednagar, 
Gntcoeon Station, situated @0noy the cartmen on that road by asking them to 
on the road between Dhond show written permissions to carry so many passengers 
and Ahmednagar, and prays in their carts, and prohibiting them from going on 


the Superintendent of Police we ae 
of the district to redress the their journey on the er ound that the cartmen cannot 


complaint. show such permission. If the cartmen attempt) to 


disregard the prohibition, the policemen assault them, 
and even levy a fee on them. The writer thinks this conduct of the police un- 
warranted, arbitrary, and reprehensible, and calls on the superior me autho- 
rities to inquire into the matter, and to remove the complaint. 


The Rast Goftdr (48) of the 8rd March, in a leader, headed “ Retrench- 


ment before Taxation,” observes that the whole ofthe © 


Observes that the public : 
lacks. bbfarniailinn: tamnedt Indian 


ress has unanimously supported the sient 


diture, and, therefore, cannot against the new taxes; and hence the memorial ma: 
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euggett eccqneayin paetionls: by this meeting to Parliament may fairly be consider- 
nar Bhs. ra * of Natices 00 t0 be the true reflex of the complaint of the whole 
on comparatively smaller sa- Country. However, some people say that there is a 


aries on = held by Euro- defect in this memorial, that it has forgotton to raise 


salaries. a complaint that the Government of India has failed 
to exercise due economy in the State expenditure before resolving to levy new 
taxes. Sir John Strachey also, in publishing the policy of Government in re- 
gard to the new taxes, threw out a challenge to the people who vociferate for a 
reduction in the State expenditure, to show the particular items of expenditure in 
which reduction can be well made. The Honourable Mr. Nacoda Mahomed Ali 
Rogay has given, in a meeting of the Bombay Legislative Council, the true and 

roper reply to this challenge. Mr. Rogay justly observed that Government 
had not published the detailed figures of the State expenditure, and, therefore, 
the public was unable to suggest a reduction in any particular item. ‘Thus the 
public lacks the means to accept Sir John’s challenge. It has no information 
of particulars which alone can enable it to contend with Government for econo- 
my in the State expenditure. This cause compelled the framers of the Bom- 
bay petition to omit from that document this important matter knowingly. 
However, the general item, well-fitted for exercising the scissors of economy 
upon, may be pointed out. European officers receive large salaries. Govern- 
ment can well appoint competent Natives to several of the highly-paid posts held 
by Europeans on salaries half of those drawn by the latter. This suggestion does 
not mean, and ought not to be taken to mean, that all high posts held by Euro- . 

eans should be given to the Natives. The highest posts ought to be held by 

uropeans; but there are innumerable highly-paid places, the salaries of which 
are exorbitant only because they are held by Europeans. If these posts are 
given to Natives on smaller salaries, there will be a considerable saving. To 
allow a waste of money by giving large salaries to Europeans in these cases, 
and, at the same time, to say that there is no room for economy, and to im- 
pose new taxes on the people, are acts unbecoming the British name. 


The same, in the next, short leader, headed “Oh! These Drones!” after 
asking the question, has the reader an idea of what a 
Complains that certain large amount of money is thus wasted in large salaries 
European officers of the to Europeans, observes that we will take here the 
Bombay High pace aa instance of the Bombay High Court alone. ‘This 
9 <— “tives could be COUrt earns annually about two and a half lakhs of 
appointed to those posts with rupees, while its annual cost is nearly four lakhs. Mr. 
lower salaries. = Coghlan, the honest Judge of Tanna, pointed out some 
time ago that, after deducting all cost for the dispen- 
sation of justice in the Mofussil from the amount realized from the stamp and 
other duties, there remained a balance of four and a half lakhs of rupees. The 
cost of the Bombay High Court, however, is greater than its income from these 
duties. The Court spends two lakhs more than its income, and this deficit is 
supplied from the balance remaining from the stamp-duties after deducting the 
cost of justice in the Mofussil. Government has made the dispensation of justice 
so dear as to pay its cost. Even after this great burden, the income of the 
High Court suffices only for paying the salaries of the Judges of that Court. 
But allowing that the Judges of the highest tribunal in the Presidency ought to 
receive large salaries, let us turn our attention to the pay received by the other 
officers of this Court. The Prothonotary, the Taxing Master, the Assistant 
Taxing Master, the Clerk of the Crown, the Reporter, the Clerk of the Insolvency 
Court, and the Chief Translator, receive large salaries. All these posts are held 
by Europeans. All of them, except the last, are occupied by barristers. Cannot 
atives be found to discharge even one of these posts? If these posts are be- 
stowed upon Natives with small salaries, a large saving will be made. But 
such a thing is not done. The avaricious European officers have become a 
great curse to India. : 
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The same, in the next article, headed “ Reductions in Pennywise and. 
oe Pound-foolish Fashion,” m alluding to the measures 
Complains that the heads taken by the Bombay High Court in pursuance of the 


of d ents of the Bom- a Fae | 
bay High Court dispensewith orders of the Bombay Government to effect a reduc- 
the sie rloos pipomaeer sub- tion in its establishment, observes that the heads of 
ordinates only, to effect a the different departments of the Court have begun to 


reduction in the expenses of effect a reduction in the salaries of the low-paid sub- - 


the Court ordered by Govern- rdinates only. ‘These heads of departments do not 

think of reducing their own large salaries. They have 
dismissed some peons, clerks, and some other subordinates, and intend to dispense 
with the services of some more. A Mahomedan who has served in the High 
Court for forty years, and whose pay was only a short time ago raised from 
rupees thirty-five to forty, has been made to suffer in these reductions. His 
pay has been brought down to its original amount of thirty-five! Certainly, 
these departmental heads cannot effect a large saving in exercising their scis- 
sors on small salaries.. They will only impair the effectiveness -of the service. 
The officers receiving large salaries, and not the low-paid subordinates, are the 
proper subjects for exercising economy upon. But it rests in the hands of these 
big-salaried officers to effect economy ; and how can they be expected to curtail 
their own salaries ? . | 


The same, in a para. headed “ Ichch4pur—Gross Neglect of the Authorities,” 
~ censures the authorities concerned for failing to adopt, 


-Prays Government to send ynti] the date of the last advices from that village, 


i id to th ‘ ee 
uae 48 ishobigar afte any measures for pens down the cholera prevailing 


Surat, which is visited by there. For the last week this village, which is six 
cholera, and to institute in- miles distant from the town of Surat, is visited by the 
quiries about the alleged  pyidemic; and, from more than one letter received 
negligence of the authorities f os ‘i 
4 tht shatter rom this village, the authorities seem to deserve great 
| censure for their neglect, even after making due 
allowance for the panic created by it. Ichchépur is a small village, which does 
not contain even five hundred souls. Forty of them died in one week; and 
this large number of deaths among such a small community, and within so short 
a time, throws blame on the authorities. ‘The epidemic has spread panic 
among the villagers, many of whom have deserted their homes. Even near 
relatives are afraid to tend those who are attacked by the epidemic, or to dispose 
of the dead ; and difficulty is experienced in regard to the latter operation. It 
is very strange that, notwithstanding the existence of so much panic among 
these villagers, no news has been received of the authorities having taken any 
notice of them,—of their sending a doctor or any medicines to these unfortunate 
people. This neglect of the authorities has increased the panic. Certainly, 
medical aid ought to be sent without delay, and an inquiry ought to be made 
about the negligence of the authorities concerned. 


The Samsher Bahddur (53) of the 27th February, but received on the 3rd 


March, states that Section 2 of the Bombay Act No. 3 

States that Man- y 
lotdikve’ Ake a legal of 187 6, or the Mdmlatdars’ Courts’ Act, lays down 
practice continues of permit- that parties in Mémlatdars’ Courts. may be represented 
ting Muktiars to represent by properly constituted pleaders or by persons men- 


parties. tioned in Section 17 of Act VIII. of 1859. But Act- ~ 


VIII. of 1859 being replaced by Act X. of 1877, Section 37 of the latter Act 
supplies the place of Section 17 of the former law. By Section 37 parties in 
Méamlatdars’ Courts may be represented by persons who can represent parties in 
Civil Courts. In some Mémlatdérs’ Courts, however, Muktiars are still allowed to 
represent parties, But there being no appeal against the decisions of the Mém- 
latddrs’ Courts, the Courts superior to them have not become aware of this sro 
and illegal practice, eq ee led 
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The Kdside Mimbdi (61) of the 6th March, in a para. headed “ Current 

Hee ae Rumours in India about the Sultan of Turkey,” states 

Rumours among the Maho- that a gentleman writes that he has received aletter _ 4 

— of neal my ne from a friend in Constantinople, who writes tosay a 

honeit of the Sultan of ‘that, in consequence of a seeret treaty between Turkey — 

Turkey. and Russia, the former has come under the complete - 

| * | subjection of the latter. If England declares war 4 

) with Russia, the Sultan will defend Constantinople, will make over to Russia - 

the whole of the Turkish kingdom, will incite.all Mahomedans to make an ~ o 

opposition to the British Government, will assume to himself the title of the 

Emperor of Delhi, and publish the same to the Mahomedans, and will incite the 

_Mahomedans of India to rise against the British Government; and it seems 

that, by doing these things, the Indian Mahomedans will, certainly, consider 

the Sultan as their Khalifa; or the head of the religion, and will, of course, sup- 

port his cause. The Mahomedans always pray for the safety of the Sultan in 

their Musjids, and the Mahomedans under the British rule make the same prayer. 

The same writer, also, states that Russia, assisted by Affghanistan, Persia, and the 

remaining ‘Turkish army, will come down upon India by the way of the Persian 

Gulf and Baluchistén, and will place the Sultan on the old Mogul throne (of 
India). This writer, observes the Kdside, has played a good hoax. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (43) of Ahmedabad of the 28th February, but received on 

: the 3rd March, contains a communicated article, en- 
Requests Mt. LeGeyt, the titled ‘‘ Mahi Kanta, No. 2,” the writer of which re- 
Political Agent of Mahi Kaén- eats the complaint which had previously appeared in 


ta, to give personal hearings : é 
de pelitions, sisd:desoxies the the Hitechchhu, and had been noticed in one of the 


‘nconvenience caused to the Weekly repdrts that Mr. LeGeyt, the Political Agent, 
people by the absence of does not give a personal hearing to persons wishing to 
such a practice. make petitions to him. The petitioners find it very 

difficult to see him. In case any petitioner happens — 
to see him when going out, Mr. LeGeyt does not pay any attention to his 
representation, and tells him to bring a written petition and to throw it into 
the petition-box. The correspondent describes, at some length, the great delay 
which frequently takes place before applicants get replies to their written peti- - 
tions, and observes that in several cases this delay may be avoided by giving 
a personal hearing to the petitioners. He, therefore, requests Mr. LeGeyt to 
fix half an hour or so every day, before closing office, to give a personal hear- 
ing to petitioners. The predecessors in office of Mr. LeGeyt followed this 
arrangement, and its absence in the latter’s time has caused great inconveni- 
ence to the people. There is no doubt that Mr. LeGeyt is straightforward, 
merciful, and desirous of improvement. But he puts great trust in others, and 
either cannot discover chicanery, or is unacquainted with the manners and cus- 
toms of the country, and exercises undue mercy in the dispensation of justice ; 
and hence there is so much complaint about him. nee 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 12th March 1878. 
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Polities and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th March, also, criticises the views expressed 
_* +. by His Excellency Sir Richard Temple in the 18th 
Adverse. remarks on the para. of his minute, of the 24th December last, on the 
famine minute of His Ex- oe | 
pore ng Peg serail og dition of the cultivating classes, and some other state- 
ae ments contained in that document. The minute 
asserts that relief works were set on foot as soon as the famine began to make 
its appearance; but the truth is that, though there was a great and loud 
outcry in the country about the famine committing ravages among the ryots, 
Government refused to believe the fact ; and it only recognized the existence 
of the calamity when the Times of India published fearful accounts regarding 
the evil, and when one of its members, the Honourable Mr. Rogers, paid a visit 
to Shol4pur, and convinced himself aboyt the matter. Sir Richard doés not 
believe the statement so often made that the ryots of this country are-so poor, 
that the failure of a single year’s crops reduces them to starvation and death. 
He thinks that the assertion is groundless and contradicted by facts. As one 
of these facts, he says that though the famine was raging for more than a year, 
only a very small number of.the people, about ten per cent, sought: relief from 
Government, the remaining nine-tenths contriving to live on their own means. 


From this fact His Excellency is pleased to infer that the resources of the 


Deccan peasantry, both in stores of provision and in credit, must be, very im-— 


mense, and their self-reliance and courage very great and praiseworthy. And 
he attributes all these happy results to the wise revenue system and the ad- 
ministration of justice in the country ! Who would not be astonished, asks 
the Opinion, to hear these strange views of His Excellency? Up to this we 


and several great Government officers, too, believed the ryots of this country to 


be extremely poor. But Sir Richard Temple assures that they are well-to-do 
people. We must say that the last famine must have made them rich! Sir 
Richard’s inference about this alleged prosperity of the ryots is founded on the 
single fact that the proportion between the relief-seekers and the entire popu- 
lation of the famine-stricken area was one to ten. But we would ask, says the 
Opinion, if Government had opened plentiful relief-works, and if the ryots were 
so well-to-do, how was it that the rate of mortality in the famine districts 
during 1877 was three times greater than the average death-rate for the pre- 


ceding five Ms The writer gives the figures representing the mortality 


during the famine year 1877, and the average death-rate for the preceding 
five years in the districts of Ahmednagar, Shol4pur, Satara, Dharwar, Kalddgi, 


and Belgaum, and also the totals for all these districts, and observes that 


these figures tell a very sad tale. Government attempts to throw discredit 
on the figures showing the average death-rates for the years preceding 
1877, by observing that the work of registration for those years was not done 


with care and accuracy. But the Native Qpinion replies that this attempt of 


Government cannot carry much weight with it. The work was done under 
the supervision of the Sanitary Commissioner and his Assistants ; and to sa 

that these officers allowed the work to be ill-done, and thereby wasted so muc 

Government money, is a gratuitous assertion. -Though we are assured, in the 
minute under notice, that the registration made during the year 1877 was care- 
ful and accurate, yet one cannot help remarking that while the peaceful and 
good years et Me 1877 were favourkble to secure accuracy and correctness 
in the death and birth returns of those years, in the famine year of 1877 when 
the people were wandering all over the country and dying of starvation every- 


where, it was extremely difficult to get all the necessary information to rende: ; 


these mortuary statistical returns very trustworthy or accurate. Sir. Richa 
himself admits in his minute that many persons died during the famine y 


a 


ast famine in the Deccan, regarding the pecuniary con-- 


from cholera and from want of wholesome food and water, and that many left. 


Ret geass tebe teks 


4 


their homes and wandered about in quest of food. Did they suffer all this 
misery in spite of their well-to-do condition and in spite of Government offering 
relief? The writer has to say a good deal more on the subject, but reserves it 
for a future issue. : 


The same also, in another article, notices the subject of ‘‘ Native States 
Points out the impropriety and ‘Their Armies.” It deprecates the revival of 
and unwisdom of reviving this important and delicate discussion which is going 
the discussion of the question on in the press of England and of this country. It 


of the strength of the armies ' oi) $s : : : . 
of the Makive latex: and aa thinks that it is neither right nor becoming in English 


serts that no reasonable fear Statesmen and public writers, who are generous, large- 


can be entertained from these Minded, and lovers of truth, that they ane Oe 
armies to the supremacy of the questions solemnly settled more than once. The 
the English rule. | questions regarding the strength, &c., of the armies of 
the Native States have been settled by the solemn treaties existing between the 
paramount English Government and those States; and these treaties have been 
solemnly ratified not only in the great proclamation of Her Gracious Majesty, 
but more than once in the assurances given by Her Majesty’s august represen- 
tatives in this country. Then why re-open these questions again and again to 
create a feeling of uneasiness and disquiet in the minds of the Native Princes 


and Chiefs? Why should the loyalty of these Princes and Chiefs be questioned — 


after they have given such good proofs of their faithfulness during the critical 
, period of 1857? Then, referring to the letter of the Calcutta correspondent of 
the London Times about His Highness Scindia’s alleged discourtesy and his 
military pride, and to the discussion to which that letter has given rise in the 
newspapers of England and of this country, the writer criticises some of the 
remarks of the anti-native writers who have contributed to the above discussion, 
and points out their absurdity and worthlessness, and concludes by solemnly 
and earnestly. assuring the Government that it has nothing to fear from 


the armies of the Native States, but, on the contrary, has much benefit to 
gain. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 6th March, but received 

A severe gitack oi Gove. OP the 10th, repeats the trite remark so often made by 
ment, especially with regard S8Ome writers in the Native press that the policy of 
to the mode in which its dif- the English Government at the commencement was 
ferent Legislative Councils excellent, but has latterly changed for the worse. 
carry on their proceedings. = myg present English rulers are accused of excessive 
pride, of exercising oppression on the people, and of cherishing an ill-feeling 
towards them. And the people patiently endure all this annoyance, and even 


pray for the prosperity of their rulers; and yet they are not only-called bad — 


names, but are made to suffer both in money and in lives. After these prelli- 
minary observations, the writer severely attacks the Legislative Councils, re- 
peating the old remarks so often made against their constitution and -against 


the mode in which they ‘conduct their proceedings. Reference is made to the - 


minority of the non-official members, to their carrying no influence in the 
deliberations of the Councils, to the hurry with which the Councils. carry out 
their measures without allowing the people time to know and express their 
views on those measures, and to such other old complaints. The letter con- 
cludes with a reference to the recent passing of the Licence Tax Act in the 
Legislative Council of Bombay. | : 


The Arunodaya (10) of the 10th March, in an article, headed “The L st 
| Year’s Famine has passed away, but How is this Year 


Refers to the distressed 
condition of the ryots of some 


and Ahmednagar Districts, #04 Ahmednagar Districts, and observes that 


and to the recommendations Government takes some measures for the relief uf 
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to be got over” ? refers to the distress which has 
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said to have been made by the 
Collectors thereof, and blames 
His Excellency for his alleged 
refusal to adopt those recom- 


mendations. 


5 


those sufferers, there is no — of their 
through the crisis. The Collectors of these unfortu- 
nate districts are said to have recommended to Gov- 


ernment to t remissions of the assessment to these 
distressed ; but the Arwnodaya has no hope 


of the Government of Sir Richard Temple listening to. this merciful recommend- 
ations, It believes that in deciding such matters the local officers are more 
likely to be in the right than the Government ; and that, therefore, the latter 
ought to yield to the suggestions of the former. But Sir Richard prefers the 
interests of the Government treasury to the welfare of the ryots committed to 
his care; and, therefore, he is sure to scold the Collectors for their weakness. 
Why does not His Excellency Sir Richard, who is so very fond of roving about 
and making long journeys, pay a personal visit to the distressed talukas, such 
the 


as the Umbargém Tal 


a0 


‘anna Collectorate, or Yeola Taluka of the 


Ndsik District, or the R4huri Taluka of the Ahmednagar District, and see for 
himself whether the accounts of the extreme distress prevailing there be true 
or otherwise? A desire to please the ae eg Government, and to keep the 
Government treasury full, makes Sir Richard hard-hearted and connive at the 


misery of the ryots, 


Complains of the indiffer- 
ence of Government to the 
welfare of the people, and 
prays it to deal more merci- 
fully towards them. 


Complains of the preva- 

, lence of the robberies of the 

standing crops in the fields by 

thievish wandering tribes in 

the Sholapur District, and 

earnestly prays Government 

to devise and adopt the need- 

; ful means to put down the 
evil. | 


~ 


be driven away from the district. The Hicks 


The Jagan Mitra (11) of the 11th March, also, accuses Government of utter 


indifference to the well-being of the people, and of 
minding only to fill its own treasury by imposing 
fresh taxes on them. ‘The writer once more repeats 


the old complaints so often made of. late that Govern- 


ment passes all sorts of harsh laws without affording 
the people an opportunity to express their views on 


them, or, when these views are expressed, without giving them any due atten- 
tion. Reference is also made to the increasing distress in some of the districts, 
such as Ahmednagar and Nasik, and to the general outery about the exhausted 
condition of the common masses. The article concludes with an earnest prayer 
to Government to givea merciful attention to the general cry of the poor 
ryots, and to do something to mitigate their misery and distress, 


| two hgh from famine, and from whom Government exacts the assessment, 
should be allowed to be robbed of the frnit of their hard labour in these days. 
It is of no use for the authorities to plead the difficulty of gana these de- 


he writer suggest: 
be 
uld 


ing safely — 


bn 


- F - ’ 
- » rf 
“ 3 - ; 
‘ ; me - 
re 
Pe ‘ 
‘ x , 


- ° 
be * 
‘ - ft we er = s , ae 3 ‘ . ¢ at eg . % « - ¥ . ey Pepi >. * « 5 . net x oa 
* 2 , ss pahcasie , . y : 
boty ee 4 nk ek et : 3 - z 
an ‘ —— . Sees. oe ¥ 
. +e c P = ; & ~ 
; me a. * = 
e ~ * ‘ 3 , 
‘ “ ; z are cy 
4 - of - 
. ee: - x « zn - ‘ 
. ere a 
. x ir “ - : > “ c 
Z ‘ : fe « ‘ ~ © 
x : i x . 
. ~ . = , . ~ ” . 
- > Fe ~ . , > 
> 5 ° . - . 
5 Ping - — “te” ra . * i « ci a bs 
, ; Mab 5h aS . ¥ t~ 4 
al . . , i < - 
ryt . x 7 : Ss 
ites a 2 * F . 
. e . “er . én 
® “ — ¥ » ‘3 
. e de ? 
. 4 7 > ~ - 
. a id - , . ‘ , —_ + » 
. . . “ . 
~ 4 - . yee 2 
. . * 3 * ove *~ 
fs a 4 ¢ as wy ‘ 
rf * oe PF F Sige 
p F . bi + " s 
>. “¢ “ 4 P 
te Po ‘6 “ a 
. 7 “ = » » ‘ . 
~ ae * af . ¥ . ¥ * ; . iid « 2 
ss 4 4s ¥ J yr - 
=e < A ad - < a : ‘3 ‘ “4 y 
: ; : : * 
- * m : , io ‘ ¢ 
_ ~ ‘ ay 3 “ s 
~ . » * * ‘ 
” 1 ° : : ” 
+ ~ : Ps é * . 4 F 
- 3 ¥ # i @~w bl ~ 
; > z E - ¥ " ag * i 48 
q : ! . ¥ ‘ canis ‘ * oe ee a 
; al moe int o” 7 
c its * - ‘ J 
a g * a : . 
¢ ag ’ s 
_ ~ + x s » : e ; * P ’ % a 
— bl - ” - %& 5 — a . ~ 


“ . . 
= - “ : « 
> = * ’ . ° . : 
> - * % 
¢ re “ “ “ om te 
. ¥ * 
* ° ’ * + 
~ 
~» _ . = 7 r ey 
; . ze ‘ ‘ . ; F % 
7 - 
s 
; ‘ ° * 2 
Ps - “4 
we. 2 
¥ 5 : "a 3 
ae v . ‘ 
- . - os > et 
. ~. + 
Sy Z t * . ‘3 ‘ r *, 
Ae ee ee ae ; di 2 
= - ~ ’ . < ¥ ‘ 
: & : * , 
4 a ¢ , . 
~~ 
™ . 3 " ? > , . ud ot 
> we - 
- _ 4 ¥ heed P. 
3 . on > “ad * > oe e ~~ 
- * Ps o " 
. . : . ey ate 
z wh ; : , ; wee : a, 
2 ° * _ aN 
‘ = - ™ 4 
. * - - ‘ « o x 
o co ~ . : ; " v xi A in wil 7 
" > 7 * , s - 
* re e . . * . % 
~ 
“ i 2 e a ws 3 z r ; 
. ‘ - 
= * zg i . . ml ny 
- * a » * . 
- EF by » - te ‘ 7 Boe » ‘ied 
é 4 . 1 - a . 
ie . 
Sn piles - 
. . ~ ‘ oe a 
“4 ie. ~ . - re * od * m= 
= gtd > @ ~ one oe i ‘ i aie < | a 
3 & En - _ 
es ‘ be ns aa *y diac 
* + * . ae mi ae 7 
* x ¢ = - 
> Saal . x As — 
: : - « a 4 -” r, ¥ 
: * . : z - f mn ; B® 


he al - - . bine ¢. ren - —-Q . 
t sy F ‘ > : Fee sari 
23 . w . < " > we ta ie 
; P wile 4 ° : 
net * “2 ¥: at . ¥ ‘ - . oo. a 
: - ‘ » “ aoe 
2 , - . 4° e . 
* < a2 - To's nia * « ; i ~ « 
we ook * ‘3 - os = = a, 
3 ‘ * a i sa “ 4 ; ner as ve = q 
g . * : % - ; - ‘ * we ae" 


r sg * ‘ ‘ Dain aes Wigs } - 
ee * x » we . ey id : ox, Wy, 
= aah , . * mr » wt? 
s Pra * . 2 ‘ee 
ow ; RD Aa eg > 
4 r : k . K: - : , 
= | “ ih " b “ " 
. . : : ry wc ey = a 
y s : . ¥ . 
de. 2 ba Z em - ~*~ 
” > an _ 
- i j * : z 
ie 3 wines s ~ z : 
nd os « SOE fos < > . —— 
Fe "Se 2 M 2 ‘ 4.2% : 7 : ‘ , 5 t ta 
7 : we , * ‘ 3 4 wn 
¥ ¢ 3 
; » b: . ps £ 4 + 7 . ra 
" ? ‘ . : wi ‘nie 
. . . ‘ é: 
ae 5 , av : 
: i . { ; . ‘ 4 A, . 
. + . , aw 4 a ¥e. — 
aed é ‘a mee 
‘ - wt 3 > nat s - 
r “A ‘ " . & as : 
aad “ sl ™ < 
z s : Te é nf 53. et : ‘ 
* aie: § - a ‘ . 3 se 
he ‘ ‘ 
% = - ? 3 oe . b ‘ 
~ * e ? _ “ ‘ w 
“ PM i * . “ * 
. * . : ‘ % + é ini PF | 
e Py . 1 e 
> . “ > i ‘ Rie 48 
a . : i = 
- ms . “i % : ‘ — " “ie wo, 
7 ‘ ,* - vn stein ~ Se 
’ 4 . 
- neg ~ 38 ‘ e s 
* " t al " . - - ” - 7 
P *, ¥ " > Ss Saopemiag si 
~ = . 
» " - ~ » > 2h Pineepage 
¥ be ‘ » $ ‘ . Y - . 
B " * L . x ~ “ ‘ ww, n x ¥ = - 
. us ’ , n - Ps at 
tty % r * . sins ; . . : 
" * + - + = e r - = . &% 
: 7 : _ Pin - 
a r a ms : a ™ ' "a ~ 
‘ ware: oo et > ~ 4 : 
% Y NS — aa 
hy a nif my . . 
Sig SH “ . F o re “i Sew ; - oe oe 
* > 4 - P 
; ‘ ‘ ; - * Y rst 
- ‘ any , ‘ 
a & Pies . . i ge = ~ ‘a wsneiel 
3 cad . \- . * a 4 Re : bed 
e tet nw z : a eal Zz > ‘ ; =: : ~ ¥ i * es oe | 
f. * , ie 
= is ae ? le ’ pom . : ; 
< : € * ym . . - wr Vt < 
4 c * © "| oe > : -2 
; * , : . m ae 5 
” , ‘ 2 at See ’ var | 
4 “ ~ ° c ~ 
= 4 % ’ vr , arg my 
r ss $4 kia t - “ 5 eo 
ow > gs . ry .. - cad : ’ P = 
be - ad 7 + Mins . sah 
4 ; x ; ; 4 By as ‘ : ; ; ‘ aoung 
* * ¥ = ; - se . 
: 2 
5 ; * . 5 Seeing " rs ¥ 
ele fe ty - fs 9 . ; - ¢ y < oi ‘ 
~ % as * re é 3 ; Bad n . “ae 4 eee 
a 4 a 4 . ~ ai 
. ht os : 3 Pod * ye ‘ z ' ’ ‘ TERS ( 
ra Sete * v oe ve ’ 
% ‘ ¢ 2 m 
. Sr 22 * * 
2 : - i % 7 * ¢ a” i & 
+ & ‘ ay \ : 4 acind ® Rn ip Sus a 
. . P ; . 5 * } eg ‘ Pee | 
m : 2 , . ‘ * Gn ¥ . % we . Reap 
~~ ¥ ~ * - ne - 
; ; i 4 . S “i ah oe vin — . Fig. 
ax 2 - ; * 3. nes be * . 2 
: , “* *i $ Py + whet * aes 
> . . o- : * Rey . © ¥ 
- * 4 sf . : 
~ . * by @ es? di . t re | wa ~ 
na nw ide . * % , 1 > ‘ 
A ; i ¥ < iS ie 7 > ‘ se HD Ne 
> on > Fe me ‘ 4 > “ ~ , ‘ 
oe a. ~ As 3 3 ¥ Fi = ¥ ~ ~ § + ¥ a < % 
5 : R 2 4 . be. . » 2" a : ic - oe : 
ss ‘ $ f 3 ‘ 
> oe b ¥ A ra we : és 
= 3 * ~. « ae .: SF + ‘sis ic 2 - wate ts od 
3 ‘ ; - ’ ; 4 aoa : 
Pore et noe ‘ ios: “ ™ : 
¥ 2 ‘ oo : 
: ’ *& , : Pie watt ‘ 7 : * 
z ‘ @ =# . Fs 6 . 5 é i : ba ‘ ; Rs 
. mae 452 ¥ #F , 4 % + one vs é a oF) oe 
SA > nee ed ~” : bs é ~~ 2 « . ~ 
. - . > an £ : ce 
si i 73 ~% ici ¥ * . % * ‘ ax iaght! yo hey 
; 1 x " f ~ oe 
¥ Poh, ’ *9 - : e y ° , 7 c = . “ ve as . 
} v, ™ - ? * . - - . » s wgae. - Sy 
” oy s Siew ~ co t N 
— Jig; . i = RY ie 
. > on Hit ee rae : Ae : . ae 
“ : 
oh ahh ~ ar » iin : q ‘ 4 ‘ : 
« . erate Ld A : s is Cig me : 3 mt * % ee 
~ a ‘ “ ‘ ‘ t % : “2g iis, F 
F » bee : + * * t . , . v th, é - 
. Ke - 4 ~ x 5 < 4 ‘ ee. a e “a 
. ‘s ‘5 * ov e * . <2 ov » a. ey shite Z 5 se i . 
A elk oy ee * r ‘ iy ein -, , c 
ie * , “ a “ os oe 
° ‘ . ‘4 ot Am AG ee is 2 oa . * 5 
hy ny re * . * % « re 2 ‘ 
he : < t "ie rs ¢ a ° — ~ a He, a 
ba . 4 mares > 4 - « r we ie le > 4 
‘ £ se ‘ad M 2 &% 2, ¥ 4 7 t 
re o ~ ¥ . « ir 4 re > ” eae = “i . nae 
* ¥ . 
~ ‘ . 
. 
* : ‘ 
; a , 
° . ® 
s 
® * 
_ . « = i 
%, ‘ s : 
=f ej ° * 
* 
. . ‘ 
. 
: . > 2 be 
. « ° > 
e ‘ 
= . 
a 
: . ‘ ; “ 
f & ‘ - 
j cel z : 
* ¢ = 
2 s 
+ ‘ * 
& wd ye 
* ~ - - Pos 
. ~~ * d 4 
r . g | 
5 > > - 
‘ * : > - ey ' 
‘ 4 : . : ak 
> ‘ ee ‘ % 
* F 2 wae . * ou v's . as am 
s : * ‘ ’ . 4 < t "ae > 5: id 2 y — 
es Pa | | ?) - os . ‘ oy 5 ae tx Fhe » A to By x 


Or gat Antes dC eae 
LET wares RC he et 
4 VES ae ea 


. 6 
The same, in another editorial, notices a fracas which has recently occurred 
eis os in the town of Sholépur between some Europeans 

ca Sivone of theG, | belonging to the railway station at Shol4pur and the ~ 
P. Railway at Sholépur; and People of that place. On Sunday last (8rd March) 
prays the authorities concern- S@VeN OF eight uropeans, belongin to the Railwa ; 
oe a”, te measures to pre- went to the shop of a Boréh, named Wikram Ali, in 
sles maou of the the Mangalwér Peith, in the noon, evidently with the 
eect object of purchasing some articles from that. shop. 

Some disagreement occurring sepia the price of the articles between these ~ 
customers and the owner of the shop, the former lost their temper, and assaulted 
the latter severely, and even smashed sevéral articles with sticks. Many peo- 
ple gathered, and there was a great disturbance andarow. It was a happy 
thing there was no loss of life on the occasion. The Europeans attempted to 

escape in their tongés which they drove, with the greatest fury, through the 
crowded streets.: But they were at last apprehended, and the case is under- 
going a regular investigation. It is extremely wrong in Europeans to create 
such rows, and to assault poor and peaceful people, and to destroy their pro- 
perty. The Railway and the Magisterial authorities are earnestly requested to 


adopt the necessary measures to prevent the recurrence of such breaches of the 
peace in future. ' 


The Nasik Writt (20) of the 9th March, but.received on the 12th, in an 
seccits hes Wau vil article, headed “‘ Sir T. Madhaw Raw and the Baroda 
Ccvammiaak is ; wee State,” makes a severe attack on the English Govern- 
and greedy policy towards ment and on Sir T. Médhaw Raw and a few other 
the Native States, and Sir T. Native statesmen. According to this writer, the 
pe oper Réwandsomeothers English owe their vast Indian empire not to any 
fa ont the palae in carry- conspicuous display. of bravery, but to the tact of 
| if fomenting quarrels among the Native Chiefs, and to 
the low arts of diplomacy. They often played the ape in the well-known fable 
of Aisop, who, pretending to decide a quarrel between the two cats, gradually 
ate away the cheese, which was the matter of contention. The foreign policy 
of the British Indian Government towards the Native States is denounced as 


aoe 


grasping and greedy. Sir T. Médhaw Raw, Sir Sdlar Jung, and Sir Dinkar | 


Réw are accused of being tools in the hands of the English Government for 
carrying out the above policy. ‘The first-mentioned Native statesman is, 
moreover, censured for feasting and regaling all sorts of Europeans at the ex- 
pense of the Baroda State, in order to obtain a popularity among them.” 


The Guzerat Mitra (44) of the 11th March, also, censures the authorities 
Blam _ concerned for not affording timely medical aid to the 
es the authoritiescon- —. . : 
cerned for failing to afford Villagers of Ichchdpur, a place six miles from Surat, 
timely medical and other aid in which cholera was raging afew days ago. After 
to the inhabitants of Ichchi- stating that this village contains about five hundred 
pas place six miles from inhabitants, that there were about forty deaths in a 
week among them, and that this virulence of the 
nego had spread so much panic among them that they neglected even 
their nearest relations when attacked by the epidemic, and thereby hastened 
their deaths, the Mitra observes that it seems that, during the week in which 
the epidemic raged, the village received no medical or other aid from Govern- 
ment. This unpardonable neglect of the authorities increased the panic. It 
is a great blot on the administration of Mr, Pratt, the Collector of the Surat 
District, that such a thing should have occurred. It behoves him, therefore, 
to institute due inquiries in regard to this occurrence. | se 


The same, in noticing the complaint of a correspondent of the Bombay 
Gazette, that the Natives putting on circular turbans, 


dat ae ak po on or the Dekani Bréhmins, are to be seen in Bombay in 
Government service who large numbers, employed either in Government or 
employ in their offices their private offices ; that the persons belonging to this 
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own caste-peoplo, but other caste try and obtain employment in their offices for their 


classes of the people in Gov- 
_ “xernment employ do the same. 


own caste-fellows ; that the Bombay Customs Depart- 
| ment is the most glaring instance of this class-unity 
and favouritism ; and that, though this complaint has been placed before Govern- 
ment, it has not adopted measures for its removal ; observes that this complaint 
of the correspondent of the Bombay Gazette might be true as reg Bombay 
itself; but it ought not to be forgotten that > charge brought against the 


Dekani Brahmins is true, also, of the different classes of this‘country. Several 


departments of Government appear as if they are created for the employ- 
ment of particular classes only, and for no others. 


The same states that, at about 10 or 11 on the night of the 6th instant, the 
Complains that no inani. See Of Shah Raychand Kachré in Ndndwat, in the 
sian cee by the thor, town of Surat, took fire and was burnt down. It is 
ties about the complaints of © said that this building was purposely set on fire by 
the people of Surat.as to the @ badmdsh by throwing a lighted wick of cotton clot 
attempts made by incendia- 
ee lighted wick of cotton cloth, apparently thrown by a 
badmésh into the stable of Shah Gangubhdéi Bhikdridd4s, in Harimdn-pol, with 
a sinister object, was discovered, and was immediately put out. This is a fact. 
It is very strange that no inquiries are made about the complaints of the people 
about such attempts of incendiaries to set buildings on fire. ee 


The Jéme Jamsed (46) of the 11th March requests the attention of Govern- 
ment to the suggestions it makes here to reduce the 
_ Suggests certain reductions salaries of certain officers of the Bombay High Court, 
ra a geen pag iginien and to make some arrangements in regard to some 
of certain officers of the Bom. Of the duties performed by them. The Prothonotary 
bay High Court. | receives a pay of Rs. 2,500 per month, which should 
: | be reduced to Rs. 1,500. A Native barrister should be 
appointed as an Assistant to him ona salary of Rs. 500 per month. The bills 
of costs in suits, submitted by solicitors, should be made over to the Prothonotar 
for examination, and the place of the Assistant Taxing Master should be abolished. 
The pay of the Examiner of Accounts and Taxing Master, who draws Rs. 2,400 
a month, should be reduced to 1,500. The work of taxing bills should be trans- 
ferred to the Prothonotary as suggested above, he being required to do the 
work of examining accounts only. The pay of the Clerk of the Crown should 
be reduced from Rs. 750 to Rs. 400. The Jame Jamsed makes similar sugges- 
tions in regard: to the Commissioners for taking Affidavits, the Clerk of the 
Insolvent Court, each clerk of each of the three Judges, the Advocate General, 
the Reporter, the Department of the Examiner of the Insolvent Court, and the 


Sheriff and the Deputy Sheriff; and observes that if the above suggestions are, 


adopted, Government will be able to save about seventy-five thousand rupees 
a year. a 


A correspondent of the same concurs in the observations made by His 
Excellency the Governor of Bombay in the speech 


A comment on the speech delivered by him on the occasion of his recent visit 
of His Excellency the Gov- 


ernor at Nowsari. 


Pérsis have deviated from the ‘virtue of speaking 
truth on account of their poverty and calamities, and observes that this deterio- 
ration in the morality of the Parsis is not unique. All classes of the people 
have become subjected to this deterioration, to which Pérsis also have suc- 
cumbed. However, a ver _— majority of the Pdrsis has not departed in the 
least from the path of truth and of morality, in spite of adversities and misfo1 
tunes. The writer makes the above statements in order to defend the char 
of the Pdrsis from an undeserved censure. rs 


into it. About ten minutes before this sad occurrence, | 


to Nowsari, except His Excellency’s remark that the 


is or- wo 
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The sante states, on the authority of private information from a Native 

sii eng gen — = Perey visited aneen os 
‘at, vhe distress of the famine has again begun in th 

Be ata ba spencers district, and there are great fiat of iis iersiniog 
considerably in the months of April and May. The small crops raised by the 
cultivators will not benefit them much,'as the last year’s land-assessment will 
be exacted from them. Several cultivators were unable to cultivate their lands, 
but tilled their fields on receiving charitable aid in the shape of seed, &c., from 
private individuals. This aid seems to have been given as if to enable these 

ots to pay the Government dues. The Native gentleman is sorry to see 
that Government has resolved to realize the arrears of the last year’s land- 
assessment, and has not corrected its mistake when it became aware of it. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (47) of the 12th March states that Mr. Murérji 


Prays Government to 
exempt the ryots of the 
famine-stricken districts from 
the ‘ payment of the land- 
assessment for the past and 
present years. 


Gokuldas, who recently visited the provinces which 
had suffered from the famine, gives a frightful picture 
of the bad condition of the people of those parts. 
He states, from personal knowledge, that the people 
used to eat green grass in the absence of corn in some 
of the famine-stricken provinces, and many of them 


died by using this bad food. Of late no more green grass is to be had, and 


they now feed upon the seed of dry grass. 


Their health has suffered from the 


use of this kind of food, and there are fears of their dying on account of the bad 
food. While they are suffering so much distress, it is cruel in Government to 
resolve to recover from them land revenue for the past as fvell as the present 


year. 


The Sowddgar hopes that Government will appoint a Commission to 


inquire into the condition of these provinces, and will exempt the unfortunate 
people from the payment of the assessment for the past and the present years, — 
as well as give some aid to the suffering ryots. 


Municipalities. 


The Shiwdji (28) of the Sth March, but received on the 10th, observes that 


Observes that people have 
no confidence in the present 
Municipal Committees, and, 
therefore, they regard even 
the good schemes of these 
bodies with distrust and dis- 
favour, and recommends Gov- 
ernment to give the people 
the much-coveted right of 
choosing their own Municipal 
Commissioners. ie 


looked to in this matter 
reasonable and moderate. 


the scheme conceived and adopted by the Municipality 
of Poona, as an experimental measure, to get: the pri- 
vies of some parts of the city cleaned by its own 
Haldlkhors, and to levy a certain rate on the owners 
of those privies to indemnify itself for this additional 
expenditure, is not a bad arrangement. The work, 
the writer thinks, will be better done under the con- 
trol of the Municipality than it is done at present 
under private contract between individual house- 
owners and the Haldlkhors. The only thing to be 
is that the rate to be levied by the Municipality is 
And if the rate is reasonable and moderate, the 


pope ought not to object to the arrangement proposed by the Corporation. 
ut the people appear to have no confidence. in the Municipal bodies. | ‘The 


cause of this want of confidence of the people is to be traced to the frequent 
arbitrary conduct of the Government officials, who are the chief managers of 
these bodies, and who pay no regard whatever to the views and feelings of the — 
people in conducting these institutions. There are, no doubt, non-official 
members in these Municipalities; but they, being the nominees of the big offi- 
cials, are mere echoers of their views. The only way to remedy this undesir- 
able state of things, and of rendering these institutions really pores: and effec- 
tive agencies of progress and improvement, is to give the people the right of 
choosing their own Municipal Commissioners. oe hype He 
4n P 96—3 | 4 ws 


~k 


gee? 


re) 
ee ee 


9 
The Jdéme Jamsed (46) of the 12th March, in noticing the outbreak of 
Rhasainiatc tha: adeatiols cholera in Bombay, observes that the quarters inhabit- 
of immediate and strong €4 by the middle and lower classes are very dirty. 
measures to put down cholera In these quarters a great deal of filth is collected, and 
which has recently appeared their gutters stink horribly. The Health Department 


i Soe does not clean the gutters well, as was done in the 
time of Dr. Hewlett. In his time the roads were swept clean of the dirt, the filth 
of the gutters was taken out and carted away, they were well washed, and 
disinfecting powders were thrown into them, and the private lanes between 
two houses and private privies were kept clean. Nothing of the kind seems to 
be now done, and hence there are fears of the epidemic gathering strength 
in such dirty quarters, and doing considerable havoc. (The Bombay Samdchér 
(45) of the 13th March, also, devotes a leader to the notice of this epidemic, 


and requests the Health Department to adopt immediate measures to put it 
down). | 


A correspondent of the same of the 14th March, in noticing the above com- 
plaint about the dirty condition of the gutters of 
A verified instance in certain quarters of Bombay, supports it with a verified 
support of the complaint . instance. He states that he lives in Dhauji Dungri4 
about the dirty condition of : ag 

the gutters of certain quar. Street, outside the Fort of Bombay, and that the 
ters of Bombay. gutters of that street have not been cleaned for the 
last six months. This dirty condition of the gutters 

has produced a great nuisance of gnats and filth in the houses of the street. 


The Kdside Mumbai (61) of the 11th March complains that several houses 

in Hélai Memanwdd, in the City of Bombay, are ver 
et dirty, and must certainly injure the health of their 

autvnOorities O ompay to ge . ‘ AEPEEE °1 3° 

sloanad acd white-weebed toe inmates.. The inside walls of these buildings are 


dirty housesin Haléi Meman- 8 black as charcoal, and do not appear to have been 
wid and other parts of white-washed for more than fouryears. It isstrange 
Bombay. | that these buildings are allowed to remain in such a 
\| dirty-condition, in spite of the notice given every 
year by the Municipality to the owners of houses to white-wash them. The 
Kadside requests the Municipal authorities to get the dirty houses of the above- 
mentioned lane and other parts of Bombay well cleaned and white-washed, 


Requests the Municipal 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Jdéme Jamsed of the aig! March, who writes from 
ee Kattywar, in noticing the distress prevailing in that 
BP es _ hwo rag gin tbh inoe on account of the failure of the one, states 
corn and cattle sent for praz- that the Thdkors of Bhaunagar and Padlitana have 
ing, when Kattywar suffers purchased large supplics of grain and sell it to their 
ried scarcity of grain and respective subjects at a cheap price. But the State 
ee of Jundgarh acts otherwise. Though the Diwdn of 
this State openly declared in a Darbar that the duty on grain was abolished, a 
transit duty of one rupee is levied on each camel laden with corn brought from 
the sea-coast of that State. It is also said that a fee of eight annas per head is 
charged on the cattle sent to that State for grazing. The writer requests the 
authorities concerned to make inquiries into these matters. |e 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Keporter on the Native Press. — 


0 ffice of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 19th March 1878. 
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38. 


“Politics and the Public Administration, 


The Native Opinion ( 


Adverse remarks on the 
decision on Mr. Pratt’s case. 
The Marathi article is almost 


a reproduction of English ar- 
ticles in the former issues of . 


-ing the just regi 


2) of the 17th March, in an article, notices the case of 


Mr. Pratt, and calls it a case of English Imperialism. 
The writer is 7 that imperialism is fast influenc- 

of the English Government. One 
is pained to see English imperialism is resembling the 
old Mahomedan and Mardth4 imperialisms in despot- 
ism, in an inattention to the welfare of the ryots, in 


the Native Opinion. 

oe upholding the whims of the officers of its own race, 
and in its blindness to the real interests of the State. The case of Mr. Pratt 
shows that Government is getting so strangely blind that, forgetting to make 
a discrimination between justice and injustice, it becomes displeased, as Mr. 
Knight asserts in a letter, under his signature, in the Statesman newspaper, with 
those of its officers who talk in behalf of the ryots. Had it not been for this 
strange blindness which it illustrates, and which is so very injurious to the 
interests of the State, we would not have noticed this case of an individual 
grievance. But this case brings to light the extraordinarily thoughtless con- 
duct of our Bombay civilian officers ; the tendency of the Bombay Govarhinuit 
to comply with the whims of those officers, and its practice of concealing the 
distasteful orders of its superior authorities ; the Government of India’s uphold- 
ing the doings of the minor Governments and of their subordinates, without 
caring for justice, and thereby crushing the wronged parties by undue inter- 
ference; and the Secretary of State’s according his approval to contrary propo- 
sitions. The case was formerly noticed at length by the Opinion in its English 
columns. The present vernacular editorial is almost a reproduction of the same, 
penned for the benefit of its vernacular readers. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 138th March, but received on the 17th, con- 


tains an unfinished article on the new licence-tax, 
Adverse remarks on the passing adverse remarks on the Government of India 


new licence-tax and on the and on that of Bombay, identical with, or similar to, 
conduct of the Supreme and | 


the Bombay Governments in those which have already appeared in other papers, 
connection therewith. and which have been noticed in the previous weekly 
reports. 


The Kiran (9) of the 17th March, in an article, headed ‘“ The Signs of a 


Famine in the Year 1878, and Suggestions to Govern- 
Considers the present ® ment,” observes that our present rulers know history, 
hin 8 gong =” bse aig and understand the lessons it teaches to its students. 
roe a as tee majority of History tells us that, that terrible event known by 
the masses who are suffering the name of the French Revolution had for its main 
from hunger, and whose con- causes the fact that the French people about that 
dition, the writer thinks, re- time found it hard to get food to eat. Indiahas been 
sembles that of the masses of fa as ‘ 
France before the French Severely suffering from a dire famine from the latter 
Revolution. The appoint. part of 1876. Last year has, also, proved very bad. 


ment of the Famine Commis- [tg crops were very indifferent, and the little it has 
sion is pronounced useless, z 


because the eaasee and tha Jueided has gone from the ryots to the sowkdrs, from 
remedies of the evil are quite Whom ips dpe were obliged to borrow in order to 
plain according to the writer. comply with the unjust demand of Government to pa 


the assessment for the last two years. Both’ the 


Government and the sowkdrs are accused of extreme greediness and hard-heart- 


edness. The old charges of levying fresh taxes, of paying the most handsome 


salaries to its own countrymen, and of plundering the people, like the Pindha- 
ries, in the name of trade, and of carrying away the money, are made once 
more. According to the writer in the Kiran, the present state of this country 


resembles, in many respects, the state of France before the great French Revolu- 
tion, As Louis XIV. had to suffer for the bad administration of many years, 
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so some one will have to suffer for a long course of unjust administration and of 
hasty and useless legislation. Generally two circumstances lead to a public 
disturbance ; one of these is a continuous scarcity of food. Scarcity of food 
disturbs the minds of the people, and leads them to make a row. The present 
is @ very critical time. ose people who, even in times of plenty, find it hard 
to earn a livelihood are certain to experience extreme hardships in the time of 
a famine. There is a very great number of such people in this country; and 
it is difficult to say when such people will raise, or think themselves obliged to 
raise, a disturbance. Government should think and devise the needful means 
to remedy this evil. If Government sincerely wishes to relieve the country 
from the 

to accomplish this object. If Government wishes to ascertain the true causes of 
the evil and the true remedy to remove them, both these things are very plain. 
The true causes of the distress among the ryots are their great poverty and the 
absence of any employments or occupations for them ; and the true remedy to 
cure the evil 1s to mitigate this poverty, and to create occupations for the people. 
The writer confounds Genital trachey, who has been nominated President of 
the Famine Commission, with the present Finance Minister of the Government 
of India, and tries to show that the Commission, presided over by an officer who 
has determined to remove famines by the very causes which produce them, can 


lead to no good result. If Government does not do something to enable the 


people to get enough to eat, there will be an Indian revolution, and then there 
will be no use of afterthoughts. os 


The same, in another articlo, criticises the last Famine-minute of His Excel- 
lency Sir Richard Temple. It is a matter for great 
Adverse remarks on His. reoret that a bad feeling is increasing between the 


las Fechisiatias ot te rulers and the ruled day by day. Several suggestions 


24th December last. have been made to remove this evil, but to no pur- — 


pose. Then, referring to the last year’s famine and to 
the signs of the same calamity occurring this year also, the writer observes that 
Government has committed numerous errors in the management of these 
calamities ; but the last Famine-minute of His Excellency is a mistake which 
will put into the shade all previous mistakes, great as they are. The English 
Government possesses all the essential qualities of a good Government. It 
loves truth, hates injustice, and is kind to its subjects. But, in order to give 
practical effect to its good qualities, Government must have officers as guod as 
itself. But, we are sorry to say, we do not get such officers. The absence of 
such good officers is one of the many causes which have made the English 
Government so unpopular to the people’ at present. It is generally believed 
that in 1877 there was no scarcity of food, but scarcity of money, and thousands 
of people died not because there was no food in the country, but because they 
hed no money to buy it with. But Sir Richard asserts in his Minute the very 
reverse of the above fact. His Excellency’s Minute not only does not give the 
true picture of the late famine, but actually misrepresents the real character of 
that event. Sir Richard says that there was plenty of corn in the markets, and 
what His Excellency says is an undoubted fact. Then, why was the rate of 
mortality in the last year so much greater than the average death-rate during 
the preceding five years? The prevalence of cholera cannot be accepted as 


a satisfactory answer; for it leads to another question, why was cholera so 


deadly during that year? Then referring to the comparatively small percent- 
age which the si of the State relief bore to the total population) of the 


fected area, referred to by His Excellency as a proof of the alleged well-to-do 
condition of the Deccan ryots, the Kiran observes that this unwillingness \of the 


péople to avail themselves of the State relief was the necessary result of the 
very harsh conditions on which only it was given. (The Kalpataru (18) of the 
17th March, also, has an article criticising the above Minute of His Excellency. 


The remarks are very similar to those which have already appeared in the other 
papers, and have been noticed more fully in former reports.) = =) 
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orrors of a famine, it need not think of appointing any Commission 
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A winieediin of the Jagan Mitra 112) 0 of the 18th March « comp ains ‘that! 
Complains of the use of several traders of the town of Ratndgiri use short 
false weights and measures weights and measures and false scales, and defraud 
by the traders of Ratnégiri, their ignorant customers. The attention ofthe popular 
oe ee eee ; Magistrate, Mr. Crawford, is drawn to this 
take the necessary means to ns 
relieve the ryots ‘from this complaint, and he is request to saees the needful 


fraud. measures to put down the evil. 


~The Shubha Suchak (1 6) of the 15th March, but sitved on the 18th, i in an 

article, headed *‘ The Scarcity of Corn, and a Sugges- 

Complains of the hardcon- tion to Government in connection therewith,” refers 
dition of the ryots from the to the severe famine of the last year and to the ex- 

extreme dearness of provi- 

sions, and prays Government *reme dearness of the food-grains during the present 
to adopt certain measures for one, and observes that it is said that, shescarh the Col- 
their relief. lectors of several districts have represented the hard 
condition of the ryots of their respective districts to. 
Government, and recommended a remission of the assessment and the opening 
of relief-works, Government has been pleased to comply with the second request 
only, and has ordered some relief-works for the districts of Ahmednagar and. 
Nésik. If Government thinks that the last year was a good year, it is a great 
mistake. The last year was a bad year ; the earlier crops failed from want, and. 

the later ones from excess, of rain. Then, referring to the last F’amine-minute : 
of His Excellency the Governor, the writer questions the correctness of the 
views given in that document, and accuses Government of indifference to the 
well-being of the ryots and ‘of greediness. The article concludes with an 
earnest reyuest to Government to give its serious attention to the hard condi- 
tion of the people, to give remissions to such ryots as need them, to keep in 

abeyance the new schemes of taxation until the hard times are over, and to | 

exercise economy in the State expenditure. a 
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referring to the present state of the Eastern Question, 

Refers to the probability and to the probability of a war between England and 
of a war between England 

and Russia, and toa chance ussia, expresses a doubt whether the former will 

of the former experiencing a come with.success from the struggle. England, says 


reverse in the struggle, and the writer, is at present the first-rate power in point 


rays God to grant success to 
Knoland, and thereby tosave Of Wealth, enlightenment, and man ny other qualities 


this country from a calamity. ©ssential for political greatness ; but history teaches us 
that all great powers, after they have ‘attained the | 

highest pinnacle of glory, tend to decline and fall one day or other, England — 
has many enemies. She has also become extremely proud, and has committed 
several improper and unjust acts; and, therefore, she is likely to experience a 

reverse. As an English dependency, we, the people of India, are bound to wish 

well to our rulers ; and thus, both from motives of self-interest and from those 

of duty as good subjects, we pray God to grant prosperity to our rulers. 


i oe 


The Nasik Writt (21) of the 16th March, but received on the 19th, after ? 


The Kashta Wildsini (30) of the 19th March has an article headed, “ Peti- 


,. ton.” As is usual with this paper, the article is 

Re « obscure attack on the. weitten in a sap and rather obscure style, The — 
glish Government and the } 
English people. article begin y setting forth the meaning of the: 
word es a hen it ais that a mountain of mi 

has fallen on men, beasts, “tay and all living creatures of India, and tha 
have made petitions to be relieved from many o pressions ; but, all the petition 
proving useless, the  songeap sg both Hindus and Mahomedans, must have be-— 
come despondent. But it is surprising that the atterition of the eg 3 has” 
not been aétracted to the right way of obiaining.. redress eal ABGy. sin neere : 
and constantly pray to the great God, He will 
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the redress. The writer then gives the following story -—All birds asser 


on a mountain had sate sin a They said that at one time Mahon bln 
In pense 


enjoyed supreme power in 


many evil acts, and thereby Pepe 00 their own destruction. Still they 
were very kind to birds. Then the Hindus came into power. Their reign was 
extremely happy. ‘There was no misery even in dreams. But the omnivorous 
came into power in India, and then the course of devouring everything com- 
menced, Many plants and all the jungles in India were destroyed, in conse- 
quence of which rains have ceased to come down seasonably. is led to the 
scarcity of grain, fodder, and drinking-water, and men and beasts have begun 
to starve. Besides, numerous animals are peer slaughtered for great 
feasts. Birds are shot for the same purpose. There is a verse in the books on 
religion, which says, “ It is better to have no king than to have a bad king; 
to have no friend than to haye a .bad friend; to have no pupil than to have 
a bad pupil; and to have no wife than to have a bad wife.” 


(The same contains another editorial, embodying similar remarks.) 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 17th March has heard that Mr. Giles, the 
Acting Edueational Inspector for Guzerat, is shortly 
Disapproves of the intend- to remove the head-quarters of his office from Surat 


d removal of the office of the | : ‘ 
Wducational In italy toe. to Ahmedabad. The Mitra objects to the proposed 


Guzerat from Surat to Ah. removal on the ground that the Inspector's office 
medabad. _ has, since the creation of the Educational Depart- 

ment as a separate branch of the administration, 
been at Surat for the last twenty-three years; that most of the kdérkuns of Mr. 
Giles’ office are residents of Surat ; and that, by the removal of the office to 
Ahmedabad, they would find it hard, in these dear times, to be able to maintain 
themselves and their families at different places with the small salaries they 
receive. Under these circumstances, to remove the office to Ahmedabad would 
be selfish in Mr. Giles, since the removal. would make it convenient to him to 
stop with his father-in-law at that place. It is said that the Director of Public 
Instruction has sanctioned the removal. If: this be true, it seems he has not 
duly thought of the results of such a step. The writer states that he would 
be glad to learn if there is a better cause for the intended removal. 


The Bombay Samdchér (46) of the 21st March, in noticing the budget esti- 


Criticisms on the budget 


eatimate for 1878-79. India of the 19th instant, observes that this important 


document is not free from objections. The most 
objectionable feature is the abolition of the import duties on the cotton eloth of 
Europe. It is not improper to say that this arrangement is new, as no mention 
of it was made when the arrangement for the imposition of the new licence-tax 
and the increase in the salt duty was made at the close ofthe last year. The 
last-mentioned two taxes have been ushered in under the name of famine- 
imposts. But the Finance Minister of India has made use of their creation to 
abolish the import duties on cotton cloth, and thereby to fulfil the long-enter- 
tained wish of the people of Manchester, and to realize the fears of the friends of 
the young and rising cotton-spinning industry of this country. Both the Govern- 
ment of this country and Lord Salisbury used to give hopes that the demand of 
the Manchestrians would not be satisfied by imposing new taxes and thereby 
increasing the revenues. That hope has now gone, and the import duties have 
been abolished at the sacrifice of the salt duties, to the benefit of the cotton- 


_ Rs. 63,25,00,000, and the expenditure at Rs. 65,64,90,000. This is the first 
time that the Indian revenue has reached such a high figure. This shows 
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trade of England. The Indian revenues are estimated in this budget at 


the extent of the burden of taxation laid on the shoulders of this country. N. rte 


withstanding the lange increase in the’ revenues, there is a deficit of about 
and a half krors whic 
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and expenditure given above give rise to many unedifying thoughts ; but the 
time has approached when such thoughts should be sup . The remittance 
to England is to amount to seventeen krors, which, with the cost of discount, 
amounts to twenty krors. This item also deserves consideration ; but the same 
is left to the reader. (The Jéme Jamsed (47) and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (48), of 
the same date, make comments upon this subject somewhat similar to the above.) | 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 17th March approves of the offers made by 
Government to the several foreshore Land Companies 
Approves of the offers made of Bombay for the purchase of their properties. After 
overnment to the Land mentioning the amounts offered to each of these Com- 
Jompanies of Bombay for the : . 
purchase of their foreshore Panies, the Rast Goftdr observes that the offers are 
properties. not only just, but are liberal, and the parties to whom 
. they are made ought to accept them in their own 
interests. The principle of alienating foreshore properties to private Companies 
was wrong in itself. Government has seen this mistake, and it wants to correct 
it, and to place the Port Trust Department on a better footing. This step of the 
Government is benefitial to all parties. The Companies, whose properties Gov- 
ernment proposes to purchase, have spent large sums of money, and are falling 
into debt, and will fall into more debt, ifthe properties are not taken from their 
hands. Again, the Port Trust Department cannot earn a sufficient income on 
account of the competition of the private Companies. Hence the offers made by 
Government are beneficial to itself as well as to the Companies to whom they 
are made. These offers are the more approvable, as they are liberal and tempt- 
ing. The Government offers to the Hasagaon Land Company rupees one 
thousand per share, which is more than the price in the bazaar. 


The Kaira Wartamdn (56) of the 13th March, but received on the 17th, in a 
para. headed ‘“ Famine,” observes that, on account of 
sane a Kapedwan} a scarcity of rain this year, a complaint is to be heard 
ier from all sides that there is a scarcity of food and of 
: water, and that people suffer from a scarcity of food, 
and are to be seen going about in bands in the garb of beggars. Several ryots 
of the Borsad, Thdsra, and Kapadwanj Talukas are said to have sold off their 
houses and maintained themselves on their proceeds for some time, and are now 
going away in search of employment. The writer then laments over the im- 
position of the licence-tax in such hard times as the present. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 18th March complains that several grain- 

: sellers of Surat, particularly some of those whose shops 
cere epee of surat t© are situated near the Burdnpuri gate, sell rotten grain. 
Seal ‘n the local market. —-—Lt also states that grain, received by ships and landed 
: at the wharf on the river-side, is first stored on the spot 
in holes containing some water, and is afterwards removed by the dealers. 
Some of this grain gets rotten. The use of such grain by the poor people spoils 
their health, and sometimes leads to serious consequences. The police of 
‘Surat is requested to get the sellers of rotten grain punished by the Magistrates. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 20th March is glad to find that the police 

) of the City of Bombay apprehended in the current 

Asks the police of Bombay month several gamblers, and got them punished by 
pc, by down wd, carried the Magistrates. However, there are many more 
Kiaahiineen, tes < gambling houses still left undetected by the police. 
. ea There are — pee aE MRE g CHEE . 01 
pura, and on the Mazagaon road, where gambling is practised during dayhgh: 
and, unless strong measures are adopted, they oii Ag Pasting Gamblin 
with three cards is also carried on at yeulla. The police is requested to pu 
down the evil with a strong hand. He. Puck elaiol\ ae 


sFebty 

On eae 
aM 

a3 ~ * 


RS 


; 


+ 


* “ 
ee 


4“ 


* 
. 
. 


reese ee 
. 


7 


’ 


Ree 
a ae 


4 
® 


® 


% 


8 


The Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 17th March, in an article, headed “ A Bill 
| __- for Restricting the Liberty of the Native Press,” ob- 
The Vernacular Press Act serves that the fear which was entertained for some 
* res ne - ae time ‘past, regarding the freedom of the Native press, 
tical blunder. —~S*«*éi SS At, last been realized. Then referring to the Bill 
| in question, which was brought before the Supreme 
Legislative Council on Thursday last, the Opinion doubts whether the measure 
has actually been passed into law or not. After giving a brief summary of the 
Bill from the Bombay Gazette, the writer observes that he cannot make any 
remarks on the measure before it has been published in full. He must observe, 
however, that if the people are really seditious, the proposed law is not at all 
likely to.convert them into loyal subjects. The effect of the measure will be 
only this, that the Native press, which is at present a good means of ascertainin 
the real views of the people, will cease to exist.in future. The Opinton believes 
this measure to be one which is calculated to do injury to the stability of 
Government. (The Kiran (9) of the 17th March also, in noticing the above Bill, 
compares the policy of the earlier British Indian statesmen and administrators 
with that of their present successors, and observes that the contrast between 
these two policies is so great that one is ashamed to say that the latter are the 
descendants of the former. The former conferred on this country several in- 
valuable blessings, while the latter are trying to take them away from us. Can 
those parents who have brought us up, who have used all sorts of efforts to 
make us wise, and who cherish our welfare in their hearts, think of putting a 
knife to our throats? Certainly, they cannot. Or, to give the converse of the 
proposition, can those be called our parents who are ready to put a knife to our 
throats? We, the subject-people, believe that our rulers are our parents, and, 
therefore, it is certain that they can do nothing which may be injurious to us. 
It is also an undopbted fact that laws injurious to our interests are being fast 
enacted, and efforts are being made to destroy our liberty. Why is it so? 
What is the connection between us and the doers of these things? The rela- 
tion between us and those from whom we receive these injuries, is that of step- 
brothers. Both of us are the children of the same parent, Her Gracious Majesty. 
If our complaints will reach Her Majesty’s ears, they are certain to be redressed. 
But it is extremely difficult to make the complaints reach that august source of 
redress. ‘The officers of this country manage to get all their measures passed 
by the force of their great authority. ‘The writer gives the summary of the tele- 
gram regarding the new measure, and observes that Government seems to appre- 
hend danger to its ecnoag from the objectionable writings of the Vernacular 
press ; but the influence which this press exercises is too well-known to need 
to be pointed out. It is simply nothing. The proportion of those who can read 
among the ignorant masses is hardly one percent. This will show what 


influence the Vernacular press can have among the ignorant masses, and thereis_— 
no necessity to point out what force and truth there can be in the observations 


of the Viceroy on this point. We will point out to Government that, if it 
wishes to be permanent in this country, it should rather increase the freedom 
of the press; and to follow the opposite course, is to do an injury to its safety). 

(The Indu Prakdsh (1) and the Dayan Prakash (3) of the 18th March, also, 


notice the above measure with very great sorrow, and, like the Native Opinion, . 


consider it a step in the wrong direction), 


The Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 20th March, in noticing this new Act, 
observes that, from the general tendency of its admi- 
Adverse remarks on Gov- 


ernment in connection with nistration, the British Government in India seems to 


the new Vernacular Press Act. Wish to give the people of this country liberty and 
e new * enlightenment, and, P short, to promote joe x y sa 


as far as possible. But the present policy of the Government plainly aes 
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that this philanthropy was. mere outward cloak, assumed only to entice the 
people; to gain their confidence and to reconcile them to foreign subjection, 
‘and that, now they are completely under its power, it will deal with them as it 
likes. The arguments adduced to support the measure are pronounced to be 
merely plausible, and the measure itself is an evil sign. 


The Poona Herald (10), a new Anglo-Mardéthi weekly, recently started at 
we Poona, has in its issue of the 20th March an editorial 
, : A severe criticiam on the on the Vernacular Press Act. The writer considers 
ew Vernacular Press Act of ‘ ge? : ata) ¥ 
sha Pydessannt of Talia: this measure a great mistake. No Government is - 
os free from mistakes; but the tendency of the British 
Indian Government is getting more and more towards mistakes and injustice. 
~ Government does not seem to care much for justice or for the welfare of its 
subjects. The people are quite tired of its present policy. It has of late 
passed many obnoxious laws, such as those increasing the duty on salt; impos- 
ing the licence tax ; the forest law ; and the new Arms Act; but the new Native 
Press Act is the crowning-piece of this class of legislation. This law prevents 
the ryots from expressing their views to Government on its acts and measures. 
It gags the mouth of the people, and prevents them from crying out when 
they feel pained. 'The Government is all-powerful, and the people entirely 
helpless and weak, and must submit to their lot. Referring to the extracts 
from the Vernacular press, adduced by the authorities in support of the measure 
in question, the Herald observes that the supporters of the measure must have 
: read them with minds extremely prejudiced. Many of these extracts have 
nothing objectionable. And though there be some that are objectionable, yet, 
considering the immense extent of the country, their number must be considered 
extremely small; and it is not just to gag the whole press for the faults of a 
few. The writer, also, asserts that the supporters of the measure have mis- 
understood and misinterpreted these extracts, without paying any attention to 
_ the mode of thought of the writers, to the genius and idioms of the different — = 
vernaculars, to the contexts, and to such other essentials of correct interpreta- 
tion. Lastly, the writer refers to the great inadvisability of making éver the 
liberty of the Vernacular press to the discretion of Magistrates. The high- 
handed and arbitrary tendencies of these officials are too notorious to need any 
description. An appeal to the Governor-General is a remedy as likely to bring 
redress to a wiieed poor Vernacular editor, as a dead piece of timber is likely 
to put fourth young leaves. : 


The.Rast Goftdr (49) of the 17th March, in a leader, headed ‘* The Censor- 
eis ship of the Native Press,” expresses its disapproval of 
ine eeer ae the Verna the law passed by the Supreme Legislative Boaient to 
repress seditious writings in the Vernacular press. 
For a long time it was rumoured that Government wished to exercise control on 
the Native press, on the plea of its containing seditious writings. Some believed 
this rumour, while some did not. It was believable to some extent that, look- 
ing to the certain propensities and conduct of a certain portion of the Native 
press, Government might bring it under control. But looking, on the other 
and, to the constitution and laws of the British Empire, it appeared unbeliev- 
able that Government would exercise such control. But, at last, the long- 
suspected tempest has come down all of a sudden. After stating the object and 
scope of the new law in very few words, the Rast Goftdr observes that to authorize 
the exercise of such a control on the Vernacular press, 150 extracts of seditious 
writings, gleaned from the Native press, were laid before the Legislative Council in 
the shape of translations. But we have not yet seen these extracts ; and, until we 
see them, we cannot form an idea of the sedition contained in. them, which has 
induced Government to take such harsh measures. After reading those extracts, 
we shall be able to form our opinion upon this subject more specifically. But, 
until that is done, it is not inappropriate to say that, in passing this law, Govern- 
ment has drawn upon itself the risk of great reproach. In the first place, 1 


‘ , 


. . 1 () 


to be regretted that this law has been passed without making out a clear neces- 
sity for it. The law of censorship on the Vernacular press is tantamount to a 
blot on the character of that press, and on the fair name of the British Govern- 
ment. The good name of the British -rule is founded upon the liberty of its 
subjects ; and, when that liberty is taken away, the British rule loses its excellence, 
snd becomes something else than what it is. The British rule shines more 
than the Government either of France or Germany does, because it has 
- accorded full liberty to its press. Buta legal control on the press by the 
- Government destroys this excellence of the British rule; and to some minds 
this control raises fears of the British rule becoming hereafter like that of France 
or Russia. The Native press hasa right to freedom. But some newspapers 
sometimes write strongly, which is to be regretted. They forget that they are 
under a foreignrule. An Englishman may abuse howsoever much the freedom 
of the press, and write howsoever strongly against the Government, but his 
writing will be passed over, as it is not believed that he would go against 
the rule of his country. But if a Native writer writes half as strongly as an 
English writer does, his effusion, is likely to be misconstrued into a seditious 
writing by some designing Englishmen. ‘The free Native press is a gift from 
the British Government, which the country did not enjoy under any former 
rule, and for which the country is indebted to the British Government. Some 
Native writers forget this, and sometimes overstep the due bounds of legitimate 
criticism. But this does not prove the necessity of a law for curbing the freedom 


of the Native press. ‘T’he press contains, it is true, strong writings, but it is 


so only sometimes ; its habitual productions are orderly and timid. It does not 
show half the rashness and harshness of the English press. But strong writing 
does not necessarily mean seditious writing. It has not; to our experience, 
written seditious writings. Its usual course is to praise the British rule, to ex- 
ress gratitude for its blessings, and to desire its permanence, and to point out 
its defects that they may be removed. Some individual paper, on an uncommon 
occasion, may overstep this usual course. Considering the vast extent of the 
Indian Empire, and the variety of the people inhabiting it, and the different 
degrees of their leaning towards Government, it may be admitted, for the sake 
of argument, that the press of some other than this part of the empire is more 
or less given to seditious writings. But that does not make it just to damage 
the character of all, or to punish them for the fault of a few. Even the 150 
specimens of seditious writings, gleaned by Government from the Native press 
are not enough to justify the measure, considering the great extent of the In- 
dian Empire, the long number of years the Native press has been in existence, 
the different kinds of people inhabiting the country, their great number and the 
_ different degrees of loyalty evinced by them, and the character and the abilities 
of the conductors of the Native press. If these specimens are collected from 
the writings of a long number of years, they are not enough to justify the 
enactment of the law. The Viceroy praised the Native press for its loyalty in 
the late Imperial Darbar at Delhi, and admitted, at the discussion on the present 
law in the Council, that a great portion of it was respectable and loyal. The first 
rule made at the recent Conference of the Native Press at Calcutta, and adopted 
for the conduct of that press, is that every paper should act loyally towards Gov- 
ernment, ‘These facts raise the fear that Government has, for nothing, branded 
the Native press by putting a check on it. The existing law empowers Govern- 
ment to Stes the authors of seditious writings, and thereby to put down the 
evil; and this also pos that there was no necessity for the new law. The 
most important consideration, however, yet remains to be noticed. Admitting, 
for the sake of argument, that seditious writing has considerably increased in 
the Native press, what has the British Government to fear from it? The 
Native press is in its infancy; its circulation is very limited. At the most two 
lakhs of copies of the Native papers may be circulating in all India. There 
cannot be more than a quarter of 4 dozen papers having a circulation of 2, 


copies each. The majority consists of papers having a circulation of legs than one | 
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hundred copies, Most of them are worthloss papers. This being the condition of 
the majority of the press, what effect can seditious writings in them produce t 

the people? The effect of their seditious writings will be so very insig 

as scarcely to justify a measure which exercises a check on the freedom of 
press,—a measure throwing dishonour and disgrace on the press. The British 
Government is too powerful to fear any thing from any sedition spread by 
the Native press. Again, it is better and safer to allow sedition to have a vent 
than to stifle it. It is wiser to allow seditious writings to see the light than to 
smother the feelings giving rise to them. Freedom of speech to the press brings 
to light the defects of an administration, and gives an opportunity to the admi- 
nistrators to cure the defects. To gag it, to stop it, to curtail its independence, 
or to bring it under the control of Government, will produce effects contrary to 
the above. Such a press becomes a servile and a flattering friend to Govern- 
ment. An open enemy is much better than such a friend. (The Jdme Jamsed 
(47) of the 19th March, in writing upon this Act, observes that some of the in- 
stances of seditious writings, quoted at the discussion in the Council, aresuch 
as not to be passed over; and if Government had prosecuted the writers for 
their seditious writings, no respectable paper would have complained, against 
that step. The papers in which such seditious matters have appeared are 
obscure ; and, for their fault, to enact a law for the whole of the press of India 
is not right. The great excellence of the British rule is the liberty of the 
subjects and of the press. This liberty enables British subjects to bring 
to the notice of Government their complaints, their rights, and their wants 
through the public press. If the press is deprived of its ety it is tanta-. 
mount to the deprivation of the liberty of the people. ThedJdme Jamsed, 
like the Rdst Goftdr, remarks that writers of seditious articles may be punished 
under the Indian Penal Code. Ifthe provisions of this Code are insufficient, as 
observed by Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, they might be improved. But that 
Code is not so very defective, in one or two seditious writers could have been 
punished under it, and their punishment would have proved sufficient to make 
an example. If Government had done such a thing, there would have been no 
necessity for enacting the law.) (The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 16th March 
laments over the law, which it calls a gagging Act. It isashackle on the liberty 
of the press; and when once the key of the manacle goes into the hands of the 
European officers of Government, it is useless to entertain any hope for the 
safety of that liberty, and to entertain any hope in this respect is to deceive 
oneself. A check on the liberty of the press of a country is equal to curtailing 
the liberty of the people of that country ; and hence it is not wrong to sa 
that the liberty of the Natives of India has been taken away. A great shoc 
was given to this liberty by the new laws passed during the last few years, and 
the law for the censorship of the press has completely destroyed it. This press 
law has made those who advised that India conquered by the sword should 
be ruled by the same weapon, and who were hitherto considered enemies of 
the British interests, appear as friends of those interests. The new measure 
is more detrimental to the interests of the rulers than to those of the 

or the people. The Samdchdr cannot believe that the Home authorities and the 
people of England will allow such a detrimental measure to exist long, or that 
the Native subjects of the British Crown will silently let the measure be passed, 
and make no protest against it.) ; 2 


The Akkbdére Sowddgar (48), and the Nydya Prakash (65) of the 18th 

eto March, and the Yayddr Parast (51), and the Pdrst 

Poesieoreriek on the law for Punch (50) of the 17th, and the Swadesh Mangal (66) 

mg eyes ome Native | of the 10th. pen out, in language more or less severe, 

the undesirability of passing a law for the censorship 

of the Native press. Some of the arguments advanced by the Rdst Goftd 
(49) are made use of by these papers, which comment upon the subject 

according to its light. ah lea 


\\ 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 22nd March, in its opening leader, 
SS peop ep cece yer tne at oe ae ae 
, & ew crikciames on & por | for ensorship of the Native Press,” observes that 
prequel ng o ore the text of this law has been published, and it seems 
press. | _ to be more harsh and terrible than it was first su 
posed to be. The prohibitions against certain kinds 
of writings are so worded that it would be difficult for a public writer to strike 
out for himself a safe course. Criticisms, both just and unjust, are equally liable 
to be punished under this law. The Government of this nt ee enact 
any laws it likes} impose any taxes it pleases, or do any thing it thinks proper 
to. do, but the Native press must not make any criticisms on them ; or, in other 
words, the Native subjects of India cannot publish their complaints or make 
known their voice through their organ—the public press. Again, the arrange- 
ments made for punishing a writer who incurs the risk are not unobjectionable. 
A certain writing may appear to the authorities harsh and against the provi- 
sions of the law of the censorship, while it may appear innocent to its writer or 
readers ; and in such a case there is no independent tribunal to decide the ques- 
tion of the nature of that writing. The absence of such a tribunal leaves the 
writer defenceless in such matters. Another objectionable item in the law is, 
that the amount for which a bond of indemnity is to be taken from a writer 
transgressing the provisions of the law, for the first time, is not specified, and 
the amount mentioned in the bond is to be deposited with Government. This 
gg the writer at the mercy of Government, which can fix any amount it 
ikes, and the amount fixed by it may prove heavy for his abilities, And, if-he 
cannot deposit the amount, he must close the paper. With such difficulties for 
the safe conduct of the paper, and such risks in regard to it, very few persons 
would find conrage to face the difficulties and undertake the risks. The above 
is as regards the portion of the law concerning the Government ; the other por- 
tions of it also have their risks ; and a consideration of all of them raises the fear 
of the Natives ceasing to write on public matters altogether. The Samédchar 
cannot bring itself to believe that Government has knowingly framed the law 
thus. Either the Samdchdér has misunderstood its drift, or the framers of it have 
made mistakes. Ifitis the former, the Samdchdr has nothing more to say ; if the 
latter, it hopes Government will take the first opportunity to correct the mistakes. 


The Satya Mitra (60) of the 17th March has not much to object to in the 
law for the censorship of the Native press, if the Ver- 
Has not much to objectto macular newspapers edited or conducted by Parsis are 


in the law for the censorship exempted from it. The Mitra observes that the reason 
of the Native press, if the ) 


- for enacting the law is stated in the telegram re- 
yelp ecatell —. ceived yesterday to be that the Mardthi newspapers 
provisions, contain strong writings of a seditious nature, and it is 

desirable that such writings should be prohibited. 
This law being enacted in regard to the Vernacular papers only, it throws dis- 
grace and loss upon the editors of those papers. Yet, considering other matters, 


Government does not deserve much blame for enacting it. It is the duty ofthe 


British Government to adopt measures like the above, if it wants to retain by 


the aid of a handful of British soldiers a large Empire like India, inhabited by 


people of different nationalities and of different religions. But the reasons for , 


r 


a such a partial law ought to be inquired into. If the Mardtha and other 


indu and the Mahomedan writers of Vernacular newspapers pen seditious 
writings, the law should be made applicable to them alone, and not to the papers 
edited or conducted by Pdérsi editors. It would be unjust to make the law 
applicable to Parsi editors, as they have not, to our knowledge, written any sedi- 
tious writings. The Pérsis are not Natives of India; they are foreigners like 


Europeans, with whose thoughts and sentiments their thoughts and sentiments — 


mainly tally. It is just, therefore, not to bring them under the disgrace and 
odinm of the new law. The able editor of the Bombay Gazette also makes the 
SNP 2—3 Pe en he 
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_ A correspondent of the Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad (44) of the 14th March, 

: but received on the 17th, writing from P&tan, in the 

? ers ae the > re terri Ys under tod his - 11th a _ 
PP oo agg sated tt last week eight mounted highwaymen plun 

“near Pétan, in the Géikwéd'e S010 | ithin the boundaries of the village of 

territory. nu], and on the same day plundered 

several other persons near Siddhapur. Six days after- 

wards they plundered more persons near P4wdi, in the neighbourhood of Patan. 

Thus the evil of pi org by mounted highwaymen has again re- 

appeared, and has spread a great dread among the people. The writer prays 


the Diwdn of Baroda to adopt immediate measures to put down the evil. 


. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, © 


. eporter on the Native Press. 
: of the Director of Public Instruction, 
. Poona, 26th March 1878. 
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Pokttics and the Public Administration. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 25th March, in an article, headed “ Ex- 

; - penditure on the Public Works Department,” ob- 
Complains of the unneces- serves that in recent years famines have greatly in- 
potig yorpenditare in creased the State expenditure, and that this increase 
eek oul ‘efers to the ciews as obliged Government to increase the old burdens 
of Sir Andrew Clarke in sup- and to impose new ones on the people. We must 
port of the complaint. admit that if Government undertakes the responsibi- 
lity of feeding the people during famines, it must also 

have the right of levying new taxes. No reasonable and honest man can doubt 
this right of Government. But this admission should not be supposed to 
exempt Government from the necessity of seeing, when about to impose a new 
burden, whether the people are able to bear that burden, or of exercising due 


economy in the State expenditure. Several departments of Government are 


believed to spend more than is strictly needful, and it is also believed that if 
proper economy is exercised in those departments, no necessity will remain for 
any fresh taxation. The public petitions sent from Bombay and Calcutta to the 
British Parliament against the new licence-tax have made the same assertions. 
The Calcutta petition asserts that there is vast room for economy in the Public 
Works Department and in the Home charges. The writer then refers to a 
recent report made by Sir Andrew Clarke, pointing out the great increase 


which has taken place in the expenditure of the establishment. of the Public - 


Works Department, and. the circumstances which have led to that increase. 
The writer, also, refers at. some length to the views of Sir Andrew on the 
Cooper’s Hill College, to the inconvenient burden which that institution im 

on the Indian treasury, and to the great injustice which it causes to the men 
brought up in the Engineering Colleges of this country. If Government will 
kindly give its attention to this important subject of economy and effect the 
necessary reductions, it will accomplish a great good not only to the tax- 
bended millions, but even to itself ultimately. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 25th March, in a leader, shows the uselessness of 


eed nd uae ‘of bppsiibine the proposed Indian Famine Commission, of which the 
the proposed Famine Commis- President and the Secretary have been already appoint- 
sion ; the Commission cannot ed. ‘The information which the Commission is to pro- 


add much to the information ¢yre isalready in abundance on the records of Govern- 
which Government already 


tabundance,; Ment. Famines arenouncommon phenomena. They 
lie lne th tncaek ne means have occurred of late rather too frequently. In 1865 
to remedy the evil better there was a dire famine in Orissa, which carried awa 
than those already adopted hundreds of thousands. A Committee consisting of 


s,s opener Sir George Campbell and others was appointed, and 


that Committee submitted a report embodying very full and excellent infor- 


mation on the subject. At the time of the late Bengal famine of 1874, also, 
much valuable information was collected by Mr. Geddes and Sir Richard 
Temple, as Famine Commissioners. Again, the reports of our own Governor, as 
famine-delegate, are very recent. This being the case, what new and extraor- 
dinary light can the new Famine Commission be expected to shed upon the 
subject? amines are caused by a failure of the crops, which is, again, caused 
by a failure of the rains. Nothing can be plainer than these facts. The only 
question is whether, when the calamity overtakes a province, the people there- 
of are able to meet the contingency ? And, if they are not, what can be done to 
enable them to get over the crisis? Government has already commenced to 


* 


take the steps that are possible to meet the evil. It has commenced to increas 


the works of irrigation, and to improve the means of communication by sanc-— 


tioning new railway lines. It has also imposed new taxes to enable it to 


execute these works, and to adopt other precautionary measures against, futu e 
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famines. What more can be expected from the proposed Commission? It will 
only lead to unnecessary expenditure. ee Pe 


The Shubha Suchak (16) of the 22nd March, but received on the 24th, has 
ced i an article, criticising the last famine minute of His 
Adverse remarks on the Excellency Sir | 


: e . ¢ i y | SE 
famine minute of Sir Richard | : still: pth 
Temple of the 24th December made by the Shubha Suchak are very similar to those 


ak which have already appeared in other vernacular 
papers, and which have been more fully noticed more 


rectness of the inferences drawn by His Excellency regarding the well-to-do 
condition of the Deccan ryots, from the fact that so few of them availed them- 
selves of the relief offered by the State to the famine-stricken. The Suchak 
contends, as has been done by several of its contempvraries, that these in- 


ferences of His Excellency militate against the excessive mortality in the 


famine districts during the last year, against the extensive emigration of the 
ryots of those districts, and against the conclusions arrived at by the Deccan 
Riots Commissioners regarding the economic condition of the Deccan ryots. 
(The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 24th March, in writing upon this subject, ques- 
tions the correctness of Sir Richard’s inference that the Deccan ryots are not 


so very poor as they are represented to be in certain quarters. His Excellency . 


observes that, as only about one-tenth of the famine-stricken population resort- 
ed to the relief-works opened by Government, the majority of the ryots is not 
so very poor as to experience great distress from the failure of a single year’s 
crop. But the explanation of this fact is to be found in another quarter than 
that pointed out by Sir Richard. Itis well known that this country has be- 
come much poorer than it was in former times, and that the Deccan ryots have 


sunk into debt, and frequently suffer from their inability to purchase food and 


maintain themselves. Their mental condition and mode of thought explain 
their resorting in very small number to the relief works. Hindus would rather 
starve than go on relief works, as they consider it more degrading to go to 


their religion, there. [t is true that they ought to have no fear of their religion 
being affected at those places; but their belief is to the contrary. It appears 
to the Guzerat Mitra that those famine-stricken people, who did not resort to the 
relief-works, maintained themselves in those hard times by incurring debts, 
which they will not. be able to pay off during the rest of their lives. 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) and the Yajddn Parast (51), of the 24th March, 
criticise the Indian Budget Estimate for 1878-79: 
They repeat some of the remarks made by the Bom- 


buy Samachar of the 21st instant, and noticed at some 
length in the last weekly report. . 


Criticisms on the Budget 
Estimate for 1878-79. 


The same, in another leader, repeats the frequently made prayer of the 
Ptwe d i 3 Smeal, po- Municipalities of this Presidency the right of popular 
cipalitios of this Presidency. ' Municipal election. It refers to the general unsatis- 
factory working of the District Municipalities, and to 

the petitions made by the Cities of Poona and Ahmedabad praying for the con- 


affairs, and concludes, with the usual observation, that there is no good cause 
for Government to withhold the concession any longer.. eee 


The same, in a leader headed “ Licence-tax, the Masses and Ourselves,” 
eae in alluding to the popular uneasiness and movements 


_ Serious popular agitation jin the town of Surat in ‘regard to the licence-ta 
in the town of Surat in re- | 


sted tats ine tice CO that it cannot lay before Government th ; oe 


5 ‘ 


pom real causes on account of the new Vernacular 
Act. The licence-tax, which is to come into of 
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ichard Temple, ‘The. criticisms 


Native press to Government, to accord to the District. 


_ than once in the previous weekly summaries. The writer questions the cor-_ 


such works. than to beg, and as they are afraid of not being able to preserve. 


cession of popular election for the management. of their respective Municipal — 
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Government not listening to their complaints, and express their inabi 


5 


from the lst of the next month, has created an agitation among the towns- 


people. It has spread much sorrow among them. They had not taken the 
usual procession during the Holi holidays. They talk of their poverty, of the 
increasing burden of taxation, of the increase in the number of laws, and of 
find out proper means of obtaining redress. In consequence of this state of 
things, the ignorant people act as they like. The day of the commencement 
of the licence-tax having approached, the servants of Govediiaeaat go about to 
collect the necessary information for the levy of the tax; but they experience 
great difficulty in getting it. The people of several streets show opposition to 
the filling up of licence-tax forms, many of which have consequently not been 
filled up. The-Huzur Deputy, Mr. Kdéshinath M4hddew Thatte, the Inspector 
of Police, Mr. Hirjibhéi, and the Municipal Secretary, with their subordinates, 
go about to get the forms filled up. But no sooner do they appear in a street, 
then a thousand or more people collect around them, do not i them to fill 
in the forms, and, after clapping their hands, raise the cry of ‘ Ram bolo bhat 
r4ém” (which is repeated when a corpse of certain Hindu castes is bemg 
carried to the cremation ground), and disperse. In acting thus, and not 
taking legal measures in regard to their grievance, the people of Surat show 


their ignorance. But it is true, also, that the persons charged with the work of. 


getting the forms filled in, do not act in a way which can be approved of; that 
the Acting Huzur Deputy Magistrate is a new man, and is unacquainted with the 
manners, customs, and feelings of the Surtis, and appears somewhat harsh. This 
has increased the agitation in the town for the last two or three days. But the 
Guzerat Mitra is sorry to say that it cannot forcibly speak on the subject, for 


fear of Act IX. of 1878, which has gagged our mouths. After repeating the remark © 


frequently made that the Vernacular press has better means of ascertaining 
public feeling than the officers of Government, even if they be Natives, the 
Mitra expresses its regret that it cannot place before Government the true 
popular feeling on the subject, for fear of its doing so being interpreted into 
seditious writing by the authorities. After alluding to some particular inci- 
dents of the serious popular agitation prevailing in the town, the Mitra observes 
that they will, in one shape or other, reach the ears of Government ; but, on 
account of our mouths being gagged, Government will not know all the true 
causes of them. If Government wants to maintain a close relation between 
itself and its subjects, it must restore the freedom of the press. (The Deshi 
Mitra (53) of the 21st March, but received on the 24th, in writing upon this 


subject, after advising the people of Surat to give up the wrong course they 


have taken, observes that the Government servants have acted rashly in this 
matter. ‘They sent common persons from door to door with licence-tax forms 
in their hands, and these persons asked the people their trades or professions, the 
number of the members of their families, and their incomes; and the latter 
could not bear such inquiries about themselves. It would be better, therefore, 
were Government to send to each person a form, and ask him to fill it in, and 
return it to the authority concerned under a sealed cover. The Bombay Samachar 
(46) of the 26th March, in writing upon the same subject, gives similar advice 
to the people as the Deshi Mitra, and prays Government to inquire into the 
grievance of the people. The complaint of the Surtis and of the people of the 
other parts of Guzerat is, that they are unable to pay more taxes. They have 
been suffering of late from a scarcity of grain and famine prices; and if Gov- 


ernment inquires into their real condition, it is not improper to hope that it 


will be inclined to mercifulness in their case. | 


The Rést Goftér (49) of the 24th March, in a leader, headed “ Manchester 

__, . Appeaser,” refers to-the abolition of the 5 per cent 
eS ag ating - ~ abolition 
Europe cotton cloth in the Kind, provided for in the Budget for 1878-79, and 


Budget Estimate for 1878-79. observes that this duty realized about two lakhs and 
| twenty-two thousand rupees in the year 1876-77. It 
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appears at a cursory glance that it was not wise in Manchester to be inees- 


santly making a loud complaint for this small amount of duty. But here the 
importance of the question does not "ap be solely on the amount of the duty. 
Howsoever little be realized from this duty, if it protects the indigenous spin- 
ning and weaving mills from foreign competition, it is of the highest impor- 
tance. Free-trade is, no doubt, highly advantageous ; but the principle applies 
well to free and rich countries. Most people think it right et just to provide 
legal protection against foreign competition in a trade between a country which 
is independent and rich, and a ay which is poor and whose trade is only 
in its infancy and is only growing. In this budget the Government of India 
puts another charge on the import duty. It says that this duty has not only 


driven from the Indian market the coarser kind’ of Europe cotton cloth, but 


also the finer kinds of it; and hence it lessens the income from the duty on the 
latter kind of cotton goods. This ig a new count altogether. Men of experi- 
ence said that the reason of the coarser kind of Europe cotton cloth being 
driven from the Indian market was not the import duty levied on it, but the 
inability of European manufactures to turn out such good produce as is pro- 
duced by the Indian mills. Again, the English mills produce the best kind of 
finer cloth, while the Indian mills cannot manufacture it at all, and, conse- 
quently, the import duty cannot affect its importation. The Government of 
India, however, wants to abolish the import duty, and says that the coarse 
Indian cotton cloth being sold cheap, it has lessened the use of the finer Eng- 
lish cloth. The Government of India has written a small: essay about these 
pretexts and free-trade ; but the most important explanation it has given ‘is, 
that instructions were received from the Home Government in three or four 
despatches to abolish the import duty. In the face of such orders the Gov- 
ernment of India could not allow the duty to remain any more in existence. 


The Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 25th March, in a leader, headed “ An 


Unexpected Calamity on the Liberty of the Vernacular 


| ee — * hy Press,’’ says that on the 14th of this month the Legisla- 
tk Government of India, tive Council of India delivered into the jaws of sudden 
death the liberty of the Vernacular press of this 
country. This day, namely, the 14th March of 1878, will remain strongly 
impressed on the hearts of the Natives, and it will not be forgotten by them 
soon. The Indu Prakdsh very much regrets that Lord Lytton and his Cocnait 
by passing, without a valid cause, this law, curbing the liberty of the Native 
press, and thereby bringing its proprietors into numerous difficulties, have 
made the Natives forget suddenly the numerous efforts which the British 
Government has made during the last 150 years for their physical and mental 
improvement, and for which they are deeply and sincerely grateful, and 
have given them a fresh cause to believe that, howsoever loyal and faithful 
they be, their rulers will ever regard them with utter distrust. Lord Lytton, 
in his speech cn the occasion, implied that Sir Thomas Munro and Mr. Prinse 
were unfavourable, to granting liberty to the Native press; but had His Excel- 
-lency given a little of his attention to the fact how much the Native society 
and the Native press have improved since 1835 when the Native press was 
liberated by Sir Charles Metcalf, His Lordship would have never thought of 
Munro or Prinsep. Unfortunately for our people, the great gift which was 
conferred on this country by Sir Charles Metcalf and Lord Macaulay was 
taken away in the course of two or three hours by Lord Lytton: and his 
advisers, on the plea that the Vernacular press contains treasonable and seditious 


matter, and that matter is read by persons ignorant or of deficient intelligence. 


The Government of India seems to have feared that, if the Vernacular press — 
were not gagged at once, its writings would create disaffection among the - 


ignorant people of the country, and would give a shock to the British rule. But 
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the fears of the Government are entirely baseless. -The Indu Prakdsh is very 
_ sorry that His Excellency was not well informed as to the real condition 

or ability and taste for reading of those whom the officials are pleased 
to designate as persons ignorant or of deficient intelligence. The day when 
these ignorant or deficiently intelligent people will get a taste for readin 
newspapers, even in their own Vernacular, that day there will not even be a 
corner for ignorance to hide itself in, and the good work the British Govern- 
went has undertaken of improving this country will be regarded as accom- 
plished. From that day editing a Vernacular newspaper. will be one of the 
most certain ways of earning one’s livelihood in the country. At present 
Vernacular newspapers have no readers among the “ ignorant or deficiently 
intelligent ” masses. They are now read only by persons of education and of 
discrimination. These latter may not perhaps understand the English language ; 
but only because they do not understand English, it is not becoming for such 
shrewd and sagacious statesman as His Excellency to call them ignorant or of 
deficient intelligence, and to suppose that they allow their minds to be injuriously 
influenced against Government by mere newspaper writings. Properly speaking, 
the Vernacular press interprets to Government the views and opinions of the 
Natives on various political and other matters, and Government was also pleased 
to regard the institution in the same light, and encouraged its free utterances. 


nei meg grea over-stepped the due limits of proper criticism and employed 
undue violence of language in their writings; but it would have been 


It is true that in using this — * some few persons of weak intelligence 


well had Government deliberated a little more deeply than it has done,. 


before passing a law bringing into difficulties the whole of the Native 
press for the faults of afew of its thoughtless members. The Indu Prakash 
does not mean to say for a moment that the. newspaper writers should be 
allowed te indulge in writing seditious matter, or to intimidate the officers of 
Government from doing their duty, or that such writers should not be punish- 
ed as they deserve. All that the Indu Prakdsh insists upon is, that there was no 
necessity for a severe law, and for passing it in such a hurried manner. The 
existing law is not insufficient for securing the conviction and due punishment 
of the really seditious writers in the newspapers. ‘The wonder is that of all 


the variety of matter that appears in the Vernacular press, the attention of Gov- 


ernment is attracted to such writing only as it is pleased to regard as seditious, 
while many complaints such as those regarding over-taxation, &c., remain 
unnoticed by the authorities. Had it been otherwise, His Excellency the 
Viceroy would not have asserted that the licence-tax was universally approved 


of, while the fact was that public meetings were held everywhere for denounc- 
ing the impost. : 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 24th March, in an article, headed “ Ver- 
7 t ae 
Very ‘strongly objects to acular Press Act,” in noticing this new measure, 
pees | pana of P88 new Observes that when the news of this law arrived b 
press law as very vague,and telegram, it was not believed that this Act would 


lable to lead to extreme arbi- prove so terrible. The t consi i 
Mateus tet to abdlish the 4 Act consists of 20 sections. 


Cis Versasular press, and After giving the preamble and the 3rd section of the 
thereby to deprive Govern- Act, the Opinion observes that on a cursory reading 
ment most effectually of the this section appears to be very ordinary; but on a 
Ben of Rooring age ew deeper consideration its terrible character impresses 
es : "© itself on the reader. This section will enable the 


authorities, if they are willing to do so, to abolish 


the Vernacular press entirely. The section is extremely vague. It says 


nothing as to what matter should be published and what should not. No 


doubt, it says that ‘nothing should be printed as is likely to excite disaffee- 


tion” ; but it leaves it undetermined as to what is likely todo so. The Dis- 
trict Magistrates and the Police Commissioners may find most easily a matte 


“likely to excite disaffection” in any, Vernacular newspaper, if they are | is. 


6 cere 4 
a 
a 
w } 
+ 
¢ 
Br: 
> 
+ em ss 
Ss) 
¥e 
7 i 
te: 
. - ao) 
aa 
oles oom 
Ny ond 
Sa 
Sa 
ay ee 
~ ae 
+) aa 
ea 
Maran <. 
ee 
praise 
eae 
Ss 4 
ee 
See 
ee ies: 
«Siva : 
ithe 4 
Rea, 
ae 7 { 
Yog =? 
3 
a 
? 
: 
‘ 
4 
h 


posed to do so. Phrases like these ‘“‘ Government has done wrong in imposing — 
a licence-tax,” or ‘‘ under the former Government there was no such a heavy 
duty on salt, as there is under the present one,” or ‘‘ the Natives do not get 
as good employment under the present Government, as they did under the 
old ones,” or “ Government has not fulfilled its old promises,” or “‘ the present 
Vernacular Press Act is likely to gag that press, and may thus prove injurious 
to the Government itself,” may be easily interpreted by a District Magist 

or a Police Commissioner into a matter likely to excite disaffection. The 
words of the section under consideration, used also in the clause B, are equally 
vague, and may be interpreted with the greatest ease to the detriment of any 
Vernacular newspaper, howsoever cautious and careful it bein its writings. 
After giving the substance of the sections of the Act in question, relating to 
the bond which the Magistrate may call upon the printer and the publisher of 
a Vernacular newspaper to give, binding themselves not to print and publish 
any objectionable matter, and to the deposit which they may be asked to make, 
or the agreement to submit the proof-sheets of their pee for approval to a 
person appointed by Government for that work, and to the forfeiture of their 
presses and materials, &c., to which offending printers and publishers are liable, 
the writer in the Opinion observes that the Act has not only brought the Ver- 
nacular press into the greatest difficulty, but has effectually stopped the way 
of Government ever knowing the real thoughts and feelings of the people. In 
conclusion, the people of all places are exhorted to hold public meetings and 
to send petitions to Government to cancel this obnoxious law. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 25th March, in an_article, headed ‘ The Native 


Admits that several mem- 
bers of the Vernacular press 
do write very objectionable 
matter, but Government 
could have treated their fool- 
ish attacks with the silent 
contempt they deserve. Any 
fear of danger from such 
mad and impotent ravings 
does not appear to the writer 


Newspapers and the Law regarding Them,” observes 
that the Legislative Council of the Viceroy passed a 
new law on the 14th instant, in order to bring the 
editors of the Vernacular press to their right 
senses. The object of the law is to prevent the 
Vernacular press from publishing writings calculated 
to excite sedition, to create and foster race-anti- 
pathies, or to intimidate persons to desist from doing 


itheir duty. The writer in the Suryodaya exonerates 
the Government of India from any blame for passing 
this Act. He says that several foolish writers of the Vernacular press have 
brought this misforturie on themselves and on their brethren by their folly. 
They were quite unfit to perform the delicate and difficult work they under- 
took. They did not at all understand what they were about. They thought 
that all that was required to write a good newspaper, was to use violent 
language. Our Government, however, continues the Suryodaya, is very wise and 
enlightened. It understands the real character of the people of this country, 
and it ought to have treated the foolish ravings of some of the members of the 
Vernacular press with the contempt they deserved. His Excellency the Vicero 
very justly proclaims his confidence in the eyaly of the people of India. Heis 
uite certain about the loyalty of the educated classes. But why should he be 
doubtfal about the loyalty of the uneducated masses? The pecs uneducated 
ryot is so ignorant as to know hardly any thing beyond his humble usual oc- 
cupation. As for a newspaper, he has, perhaps, never heard the word. | He 
has no idea of what sort of thing a newspaper is—-whether it is thing to be 
eaten or worn. Nothing is more preposterous than to suppose an ordio 
Native ryot to be influenced by a newspaper article. ‘There is not the least 
capability of a combined action among the people, and therefore anything 
like a danger arising from the combination of these people is simply impos- 
sible. An editor of a Vernacular newspaper cannot influence the opinions of — 
the people of even his own establishment; much less can he reasonably be be- 
lieved to influence the ignorant masses of this country. (The Satya Shodhak 
(24) of the 24th March, the Jagan Mitra (12), and the Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 
4nP30—3 ) \ \. 


very reasonable. 
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e Kashta Wildsini (80) of the 26th March, all have article 


on the 28th, and , & ticles 
‘expressing disapproval, more or less strongly, of this law regarding the Verna- 
lar press). 


The Kiran (9) of the 24th March, in an article, headed ‘ Act IX. of 1878 


Soos no necessity for this *0F Destroying the Liberty of the Vernacular Press,” 


severe. measure; and aaserta 8ks what considerations could have induced Govern- 


that the assumptions on which ment in this time of profound peace to } such a 
ibe founded are not true in harsh law in such a hurried manner? ‘The writer in 


the Kiran sees no necessity for such a measure. He 
quotes at length from the objects and reasons of the Act in question, and 
observes that these reasons are founded on mere assumptions. One of these 
assumptions is that the matter published in several Vernacular papers is trea- 
sonable, and, therefore, ought to be suppressed. But similar matter has ap- 
peared in the Home papers, such as Vanity Fair, &c. Then why should similar 
matter be considered treasonable when it appears in the Vernacular press, and 
not so when it is published in the English papers? The writer sees in the 
matter only criticism on actual facts, but no treason whatever. He also denies 
that this sort of matter is read by ignorant masses, for the masses are incapable. 
of reading any thing. | 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 24th March in an article, headed “ The Life of 

a the Vernacular Press is over,” very briefly refers to the 

Makes a brief reference to yory wide-spread dominion of the British Crown over 
the successive changes which ° : 

have taken place in the form ® great part of the world, and particularly to its 

and policy of the British In- supremacy in India, and attributes this extensive 


dian Government, and als ° RE EN: ‘tical 
‘es this ca bata od des ace Ween spread of the English political power to the politi 


law, and thinks that it ain Wisdom and enlightenment of the English nation. 


have to wind up its concern, he writer briefly refers to the successive changes 
to conduct which has now which the policy of the British Indian Government 
become extremely difficultand has undergone, It was at the commencement a Gov- 
cen ernment of a trading company’; then it came direct- 
ly under the rule of the English Crown; and a year ago it has become an im- 
perialism. Whether these changes have proved beneficial or otherwise to 


_ the people, the people themselves can determine. The writer then, referring 


to the subject of the liberty of the press, observes that that boon was, pernans, the 
greatest and the most precious of all the boons conferred by England on 
India. But India, after enjoying this inestimable blessing for more than 40 years, 
was deprived of it on the 14th March 1878 under the Government of Lord 
Lytton, in whose house philosophy is hereditary. This is an extremely im- 
ortant measure in the reign of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Empress of 
ndia, and is calculated to abolish almost the whole of the Vernacular press of 
{ndia ina short time. After briefly noticing the most important features of the 
new Act which the Arunodaya calls a gagging law, and after alluding to its 
very vague and arbitrary character, the writer observes that under this law it 
is extremely difficult and dangerous to conduct a newspaper, and, therefore, 
he is inclined to close his concern, The article closes with a request to its sub- 
scribers to favour the editor with their frank opinion regarding the conduct and 
general policy of the Arunodaya during the last twelve years it had the honour 
of serving the public according to its light and ability. ) 


The Khandesh Waibhawa (19) of the ares eo Agr received on pg ag 

: Mile in an article, headed ‘* The Commencement of Im- 

Government for neo the perialism avd the Destruction of the Liberty of the 

law on the Vernacular press Native Press,” observes that a free discussion of poli- 

; og curbing its tical topics in the Vernacular press has raised an ill- 


feeling in the minds of the zealous afficers, of our 
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sive race-pride of those Naga We are obliged to bear the most dful 
consequences of that pe le. The liberty of the press, which we enjoyed for 
more than 40 years, ha n entirely destroyed. That press cannot hence- 
forward speak one word against Government. The Vernacular papers which 
so freely pleaded in behalf of their people, the Natives, have been utterly crip- 
pled, and are quite powerless to do their real nies. 6 The people have lost an 
important vehicle of acquiring knowledge regarding political topics. ‘They 
have also lost the chance they had of occasionally obtaining redress. of their 
ievances. There was an important check on the arbitrary doings of the 
. officials; but that has now been completely removed. They can now act just 
as they please, without the least fear of exposure. In short, we are now re- 
duced to slavery. No impartial man can view without indignation the low 
spirit exhibited by Government in this Act. Asa hunter, concealing himself in 
a dark place, pounces suddenly on his game, so Government has come down on 
us unexpectedly and deprived us of our liberty of the press which is as dear to 
us as our life. This inhumane act does not hebntin our enlightened Govern- 
ment. This will prove an everlasting stain on its fair fame. The writer then 
gives an account of the new law and of the manner in which it was passed. 


The Guzerat Mitra se of the 24th March, in a leader, headed ‘‘ Massacre 

o . - of the Vernacular Press,’’ laments over the enact- 

atv a on ment of the Vernacular Press Act. It observes that 
=e unaicat the 14th March will be recorded in the Indian 


annals as the day of the massacre of the Native press, since it was the day on 


which His Excellency the Viceroy signed and gave his assent to the enactment, 
which gags the Native press, and brings it under the control of Government. 
Some strong writings against Government having appeared in some Marathi 
and a few other Vernacular papers, Government has punished the whole Native 

ress for the sins of a few, by enacting a law harsh to the Vernacular press, and 
by no means becoming its own generally wise ‘sponie§ After giving the sub- 
stance of the object of the law, the Métra asks, will not these fearful provisions 
overawe the Indian subjects of the British Crown? The alleged reasons which 
have given birth to such a stringent law appear on inquiry to be trifling. 
Some Vernacular papers have made legitimate comments on the acts of Gov- 
ernment ; but to Aoccvamiint they appear to be violent criticisms. If a warn- 
ing had been conveyed to such papers not to make similar animadversions, it 
would have answered the purpose. Instead of doing this, Government thas 


passed a stringent law fettering the Native press completely. In passing this’ 
measure, the British Government has followed the Russian and the French Gov- 


ernments ; but it is a mistaken step, since it will stop the means the people had 
of communicating to Government their views. I¢ is a step which Government 
has taken to its own disadvantage, without duly considering its results. 


The same, in the next leader, headed “ Ye Departed Shadows of Metcalf 
ee and Macaulay,” observes that the first-named 
nina eek ~ wise statesman and politician accorded freedom of 
press to India 43 wen ago, and subsequent Govern- 
ments respected the concession till now. During this time the Native press, 
which was the creation of the British Government, to which the country is 
deeply thankful for its birth and existence, has, undoubtedly, improved in tone 
and conduct; and yet Lord Lytton’s Government has taken a step which 
Lords Metcalf and Macaulay did not think it expedient to adopt at a time 
when the Native press was not so good as it is now. The measure promulgat- 


ed by Lord Lytton is apparently a blunder, since the law of the press laid 
down by the above-mentioned two great statesmen and politicians has inflicted 


no injury on the British Government in this country. For a period of 43. 
ie : ion or : sedi al 


years the freedom of the press has never created 
dn Pp 30—3 ane as 
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among the people ; and hence there is no reasonable ground to believe that it 
will effect that n 


c undesirable purpose now. Admitting, for the sake of argument, 
that the Native press has recently become a fearful instrument, yet for Govern- 

admit and proclaim that it is so, is to lower itself and to ascribe a 
ength to that press which it does not really possess. In short, Government 
has needlessly passed the measure which brings under its control the Native 
press. 


» 


In the next leader, headed ‘‘ A Gloom of Sorrow cast over the Vernacular 


Press,” the Guzerat Mitra observes that Government 


Calls the Press Act » has, in depriving the Native press of the liberty which 
smothering to death of the — 


prey ne “it hitherto enjoyed, exercised on atrocity which 
many oT ean Oe sufficiently regretted. . The British Gov- 

ernment had recently passed the harsh enactments 
for levying a licence-tax and increasing the duty on salt, in order to recompense 
itself for the recent famine expenditure in the Bombay and the Madras Presi- 
dencies, and for founding an insurance fund against similar catastrophes in 
future. These laws had cast a gloom over the public; but astill greater gloom 
of sorrow is cast over it by the Venacular Press Act, which has made our heart 
to quiver, our mouth to close, and our pen to get blunt and paralysed. The 
sorrow created by the new Press Act is a thousandfold greater than that created 


by the licence-tax. and the increase in the salt duty, since Government has | 


exercised the extreme cruelty of smothering to death the infant institution of 
the Native press. If this press had, after uttaining manhood, shown itself 
vicious, Government would have been right to punishit. It is, however, in 
its infancy, and the punishment now inflicted on it is disproportionate. It is 
more to be regretted that this punishment proceeds from authorities born and 


brought up in free England, which justly prides itself on its strong navy and 
a free press. 


The same, in an article, headed ‘‘ Our Duty at the Present Time,” hopes 


. that the Native public will submit an appeal to the 
H th le of th ue? : eae 
ccaaice «ication saint British Parliament praying it to get the Vernacular 


to the British Parliamentand Press Act repealed. his Act, observes the Mitra, 


the British Nation against the | ; : : 
seg is an encroachment on our just rights, anda great 


injustice has been done thereby to the people of 

| this country. This measure has been enacted by 
the Government of India, and hence there is little or no probability of its 
repealing it of its own accord. The Secretary of State has also made an 


undue haste in conveying his assent to it. And hence the only final tribunal 


left is the English Parliament and the English Nation. In making this 
recommendation to the people, the Mitra should not be understood to 
threaten the Indian Government, it does not mean any disloyalty, it does not 
wish to raise any disaffection or sedition against the Government. It onl 
wants the people to approach the highest national tribunal in due humility and 
submissiveness, with a prayer fortheir just right, and with a hope that some 
members of that tribunal might take up our cause. The Vernacular Press Act 
has done injury not only to the individuals of the fourth estate themselves, but 
also to the poor, intelligent and loyal people who are not uneducated and dis- 
riba and, it is hoped, they will submit a due appeal to the British Par- 
lament. 

The same, in the next article, headed ‘‘ Our Convictions,” thinks that the 


under-mentioned consequences must follow from the 


Supposed consequences Vernacular Press Act, which deprives the Native press. 


likely to follow from the 
Vernacular Press Act. 


of its freedom. Many newspapers which in competin 
with their contemporaries penned respectably. post 
articles, will be alarmed and will deteriorate; the writers of spirited writings 
will curb their natural spirits; the proprietors of the presses who had opened 
their presses depending on the wise policy of Government, will have to close 


vis ues 
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their concerns ; the editors who conducted their papers duly cognizant of the 
sacred nature of their duties, will feel distrust; the writers who enthusiastically 
performed the work of making the public acquainted with the acts of Govern- 
ment, will have their enthusiasm cooled; those writers who hitherto prided 
themselves on their impartial work of fearlessly criticising the improper acts 
of Government and praising it for its good acts, will have to come under the 
charge of partiality (to Government), since they will not be slow to bestow 
praise for good acts, and will shirk the unpleasant work of conveying censure 


for improper ones. England is governed by its own people, and yet the people - 


find cause to be sometimes dissatisfied with the acts of its authorities. India is 
_ governed by foreigners, with whom the people must frequently find causes to 
be dissatisfied. Hitherto this dissatisfaction used to find publicity; hence- 
forward it must smother in embers, and to say that such will not lead to good 
consequence is not, the Mitra TC committing acrime. The writer men- 
tions a few more consequences likely to follow from the measure in the same 
strain. | 


The same, in an article, headed “Sedition and Licentiousness,” after al- 
Delnion. on: the 180. tne luding to the objects and reasons which have given 
stances of seditious writings, birth to the Vernacular Press Act, proceeds to pass a 
gleaned by the Government judgment on the 150 instances of seditious writings 
of India from the Native pleaned from the Native press by the Government of 


press. India. The greater number of these instances appear - 


to be strong on account of their translation and the suspicion entertained by 
Government of the Native press. Several of them are, however, such as would 
incite the people (to rebellion), and, therefore, detestible by good men. But 
it is nothing but injustice to include among seditious writers those who wrote 
against the trifling punishments bestowed by criminal courts on Europeans 
who killed Natives after the celebrated minute on the famous Fuller case was 
published. Again, it is also considered seditious to write against a judge or 
another officer of Government who went to sleep while sitting on the judg- 
ment seat or in the office-chair. Thus, one is discouraged to write anything at 
all against Government. ‘There is another defect in this law that, while the 
criminal law gives power to punish a writer who writes maliciously against 
Government, the Vernacular Press Act brands the innocent with the guilty few. 
We know not of a paper which has incited the people against Government ex- 
cept when the latter had encroached upon the just rights of the people. And 
yet Government lays a charge of gratuitous incitement against the Native 
press. Hence a necessity has arisen of defining the limits beyond which sedi- 
tious writing begins. When Government has passed a law on the subject, it 
should not have omitted to give this definition, the absence of which has left 
a defect in the law, and has confused the writers of the press. Several defini- 
tions are given at the commencement of the Act, but they are such as might 
have been well omitted. : 7 


The same, in another leader, headed “‘ What we might Reasonably Expect 
from the Parliament,” observes that at the close of 


a, that the Verna- the last year, and since the beginning of the current 
cular Press 


dus Be Mee binptleag year, Government has commenced to pass laws on 
lish: Parliament. S- principles hitherto unknown. The most conspicuous 


of these laws is the Vernacular Press Act, which has 
made the trustful subjects of Government fear that, perchance, in future, harsher 


laws than it might be enacted. The Mitra alludes to the Licence-tax Act and 
the law for increasing the duty on salt, and the sorrow they had spread among 
the people, and observes that the Press Act has created more sorrow than that 
spread by the licence-tax and the increase in the salt duty. At sucha time 


we must to the great national tribunal of Britain our just/ complaint on 


the subject of the Vernacular Press Act which the Government of India ‘has 
passed, and it is not likely that Government would rescind its own measure on 
6x Pp 30—3 : | ; | | 
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a petition from the people to that effect. After alluding to the ignorance of 
Parliament on several Indian questions and to those questions not receiving due 
attention from it, the Mitra observes that notwithstanding these facts, the 
‘subject of the Press Act is one of vast importance. This law goes contrary to 
the public opinion of England and the very constitution of the English Govern- 
ment. ‘The London Times and the Secretary of State for India have approved 
of the new law. Buta reconsideration of the question will shew them their 
mistake. In this country both Natives and Europeans condemn the law. The 
Bombay Gazette of anti-native feelings and the Times of India disapprove of it. 
This and the fact of a member of Parliament having already raised the question 
about it in Parliament, lead one to hope that it will not be allowed to remain 
unchallenged by the Parliament like some other Indian laws. 


The Rdst Goftdr (49) of the 24th March, in a leader, headed ‘“‘ A Farewell 
to Fallen Greatness,” laments over the law for the 
Animadversions on the 


censorship of the Native press recently passed by the 
bccn cstsu doscandn Government of India. The time has arrived when 


the Native press must bid farewell to the reading public. The position and 
rank of the Native editors have been lowered. They hows been brought under 
the authority of the District Magistrates and Commissioners of Police, who have 
been clothed with authority which they did not hitherto possess over the Native 


editors. These officials can exercise, with the permission of Government, 


control over the Native press. ‘They can ask, under permission, Native editors — 


to give written bonds, or can examine proofs of articles before they are published. 
Thus, these officials have become the virtual editors of the Native press, whose 
real editors will have to work under their control and direction. They will 
direct on what political subjects the press should write and what subjects 
it should not touch upon. These censors can prohibit the publication of an 
_ entire article or of a portion of it, and there is no Appellate Court to which the 

Native editors can appeal against their decisions, It is true, that the whole of 
the Native press is not to be at once brought under this control. It is also true, 
that some individual papers of the Native press deserve severe punishment, and 
that the control is to be exercised not on respectable and loyal papers, but on 
such as contain seditious writings against the British Government. Moreover, 

it is true, that such a law of censorship exists in such civilized countries 
as France and Germany. But such a law is founded upon injustice, it is 
opposed to the British constitution. Moreover, no limit is made to this 
control. No definition is given in this law of what is loyal or what is seditious 
writing, and the law hangs over the heads of loyal and disloyal editors without 


distinction. It depends on the wilful officers of Government to carry into 


force a law which for the fault of a few individuals, brands the entire Native 
peed with disgrace. For these reasons the official control or censorship has 
owered the condition of the Native press. In short, it has brought about the 
ruin or death of this portion of the public press. It has made the a by and. 
truthful Native editors anxious, sorrowful, and disappointed. It has made them 
distrustful of themselves. While the sword of authority hangs over head or 
while the collar of subjection is put round the neck, it is difficult for an inde-. 
pendent editor to discharge his duties without fear. And hence the control 
or censorship has, as stated above, brought about the death of the Native 
press. The freedom of the press was an unparalleled excellence of the British 
rale over all the Governments in the world. By destroying this freedom Gov- 
ernment itself suffers no little loss. Hitherto the Native press informed Gov- 
ernment of what was said by the people against its administration, hence- 
forward it will have little opportunity to know such thoughts. For timid 

editors knowing that criticisms on the acts of Government draw down the dis- 
pleasure of Government on the heads of the writers, will cease to make adverse 


criticisms. And, thus, Government will cease to learn the real thoughts of the _ 


Native public. The law of censorship on the Native press thus inflicts the 
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greatest injury on Government. But that injury is ourruin. The farewell 
ol the press is the farewell of the glory of the rule, as also that of the safety of 
country. : | . : 


~The same, in another article, headed “The Bill of Indictment against 
the Vernacular Press—150 Counts, ” regrets to see the 

bservati th regard : >A ’ 
tae 150 instances of sedi: Government of India has not thought it fit to com- 


tious writings gleaned by municate to the Native press the 150 instances of 


Government from the Native seditious writings gleaned from that press, and col- 
fas 2 lected in pamphlet form. Though these instances 
concern the Native press most, they have been communicated only to the Eng- 
lish papers, and not to the Vernacular ones, The Government of India has, on 
the authority of these instances, passed a harsh law injuriously affecting the 
Native press, with undue haste, in a single sitting of the paen Aes Council} 
and without allowing an opportunity to that press to examine whether these 
instances are true or false, and without getting any defence from it ; and fet, 
even after passing such a law under such circumstances, the Supreme Govern- 
ment does not see the necessity of communicating those instances to it, and 
keeps it in ignorance in regard thereto. For these reasons, the press has to de- 
pend upon such information as the English papers may communicate to the 
public in regard to these counts against it, as also on such instances quoted by 
some members of the Council in their discussions. However, the number out 
of the 150 instances thus put before the public is very small; but upon them 
alone the Native press is reduced to the necessity of giving its opinion. The 
first inference deducible from them is that the so-called instances are not in- 
stances of real sedition ; that they do not prove sedition against the Native press. 
The Anglo-Indian papers are not satisfied with them. The Times of India says 
that fourteen out of the sixteen parts of these instances contain such strong cri- 
ticisms only as are to be daily found in the English press, and the remaining 
two parts look somewhat seditious writings, The Bombay Gazette also says that 
these instanves are made up of a good deal of seditious as well as innocent writ- 
ing. Again, most of the instances are of old date, and some of them are extracts 
from Anglo-Vernacular papers like the Indu Prakdsh and the Native Opinion— 
papers of the class whose English writings the Viceroy himself has praised, the 
Council has defended, and the Vernacular Press Act has exempted from con- 
trol. When we thus see that there are some extracts from the English writings 
by Native authors among the 150 instances, we are the more convinced that 
these instances are made up indifferently.. ‘The Anglo-Indian press has, on 
the whole, rendered good service in this difficulty of the Native press which 
feels highly grateful to it. One of its number says that Government should 
have examined whether the translations are true before condemning the 
originals as seditious. Another observes that the Native press has been 
punished in this Act without defence. And some others remark that this 
Act, instead of stopping seditious writings in the Native press, will in- 
crease secret sedition, and will causelessly exercise tyranny and throw false 


accusations on the loyal papers. After alluding to the extracts of seditious | } 
writings from the A'rya Waria, the Kiran and the Malwd Akhbdr, the Rast , 


Goftdr observes that these and the writers cf similarly seditious writings are 
detested by the respectable portion of the Native press, and deserve the sever- 
est punishment, even burning at the stake for their being the enemies of the 
Goyernment, or rather of their own country. But it must not be forgotten that 


all the 150 instances given by Government are not composed of such sedition. — 


Most of them are composed of criticisms or animadversions on new laws, parti- 
enlar decisions of Courts of justice, unjust verdicts of juries, wilful conduct of 
legislators, the policy of Government in the famine, revenue measures, the 


poyerty of the vountry, the bad condition of the cultivating classes, the tyranny — 


of the low Europeans; in short, on the numerous questions of administrative 


policy of Government which daily arise around us. And, as observed by the 
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‘Times of India, only seven-eighths of these instances are composed of real sedi- : q 
tious writings. Some of the writings on the above giestions are strong and not a 
approvable ; but they are not seditious writings. they are to be considered “a 
lition, writings in the English press, stronger than they on seyeral questions, a 
must also be considered seditious and punished as such. Again, it must be : 
remembered that some of the English papers make low attacks on the Natives © i 
and goad the Native writers to give strong replies to them. Thus, these writ- ws 
ings may be condemned for indiscreetness. But all the 150 instances cannot —s_—y ae 
be held to be seditious writings. (aa 
The Deshi Mitra (53) of the 21st March, the Surya Prakdsh (48) of the q 
) a 23rd, but both received on the 24th, and the Bombay | 
a the Ver- Samdchdr (46), the Késide Mumbai (62), and the Nydya 4 
See EEE Es Prakdsh (65) of the 25th, the Swadesh Mangal (66) of 2 
the 26th, and the Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 29th, express their condemnation . = 
of the Vernacular Press Act more or less strongly, on some of the grounds oes 
mentioned by the Rdst Goftdr and the Guzerat Mitra, and noticed above more og 
7 se, KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, | 
Reporter on the Native Press. ic 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 7 be 
Poona, 2nd April 1878. dt ‘ 
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Ee ee Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 31st March, in an article, headed “ The 


Notices the revival of the 

Masterand Servants’ Bill of the 
Supreme Legislative Council, 

iat approves of the proposal 
of excluding Native masters 
and their servants from the 
operation of the proposed law, 


but thinks that other changes 


are not equally satisfactory. 


only. The Opinion highly approves of this change. By 


Master and Servants’ Bill,” referring to the con- 
templated revival of the above Bill, after it was be- 
lieved to have been definitely abandoned on account 
of the universal condemnation of it, observes that 
several modifications have been introduced into the 
measure, the most important of which is that Native 
masters and their servants have been excluded from 
its operation. If the measure becomes law, it will be 
applicable to European masters and their servants 
the words ‘ Native 


Masters,” the Hindu, Mahomedan, and Budhist masters are to be understood. 
Properly speaking, the Pérsis are also Natives, and, therefore, they also ought 
to have been included in the meaning of the words “ Native Masters,’ But 


their omission appears to be a mistake of mere inadvertence, and it should be - 


mended when the Bill comes for further consideration, ‘The other modifica- 
tions introduced into the Bill do not appear to the Opinion to improve the 
measure much. The Bill sanctions the punishment of flogging to offending 
servants, if they are under sixteen years of age. The Opinion does not approve 


of this punishment, and wishes the legislators to substitute some other form of - 
punishment for flogging. ) 


5 


A correspondent of the Mahdréstra Mitra (5) of the 28th March, but 


Complains of the bad con- 
dition of the Local Fund road 
situated between Satara and 
Pandharpur, and also of the 
great distress prevailing 
among the ryots of Man and 
Khatau Talukas, of the 
Satara District, and prays 
Mr. Moore to take steps to 
remove these complaints. 


received on the 31st, very strongly complains of the 
bad condition of the Local Fund road between Satara 
and Pandharpur. The pilgrims who travel over this 
road consider themselves very fortunate if they reach 
their homes safe and sound after theirjourney. Carts 
are too often upset on this road, and the passengers 
are more or léss hurt. ‘The road has neither bridges 
nor drains. The bad state of this road the writer 
ascribes to the fact that it is not used by Europeans. 


The part of the road between the 21st and 24th miles, 
or between the villages of Pusegaon and Shindewédi, is indescribably bad. 
The Collector of the district is earnestly requested to give his attention to the 
above popular complaint, To construct bridges and drains on this road will, 
no doubt, require some expenditure ; and the writer says that if the authorities 
will establish an additional toll-station either at Thorla, Gondawala, or at Mhas- 
wada for its improvement, the people will not murmur at their doing so. The 
writer, also, complains of great distress prevailing in the Talukas of Mdn and of 
Khatau.. The ryots suffer from want of food and water. Many poor people 
live upon wild fruits. The Collector of Satara is requested to see personally if 
what 1s stated above is true or otherwise ; and, when he is satisfied of its truth, 
to get some works of relief opened for the benefit of the sufferers. 1 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 27th March, but received on the 31st, sal a5: 
short article, headed “ Highway Robbery,” briefly 


Notices a recent atrocious notices an atrocious case of highway robbe scom- 
highway ee committed gh y ry, accom 


bola? anied with great violence, committed on the 14th 
pot iene ig hear ay Wich in ‘a place called Nimb Khind. The crime 
such crimes in future. was committed at about half past six in the evening. 
ae A man, named Ganpatréo Welankar, of the village of 
Nimb, while going from Satara to his native village, was attacked first with 
stones and then with sticks, till he fell down insensible, and was then plundered 


_ of some ornaments and some cash he had with him. At the above-named spot _ 
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similar occurrences have taken place several times, but the required measures 


have not been taken to prevent them. There is a police-station in the Nimb 
-Khind; but it is not placed at the right spot. It ought to be put on the top of 
the Khind or the Hill pass. . Again, the Police Patels and the Mangs and the 
- Rémoshis of the village, within the boundaries of which such crimes are com- 
mitted, should be held responsible for the detection of the criminals. 


* The Kalpataru (18) of the 31st March contains a communication, the 

te ; ___ writer of which makes the old and very often-repeat- 

Severely complains of the oq complaint that great tyranny is exercised on the 
old and tyrannical practice of aie ee . : 
forcibly pressing the carts, Tyots of the Mofussil in compelling them to provide 
doc., of the ryots for the carts, &c., for the use of officers of Government while 
service of Government officers they are touring in their respective districts. Even 
a ia their, respective rofessional cartmen are unwilling to accept the 

service of these touring officers. Private carts are 

forcibly pressed for their service through the instrumentality of village officers. 
Unwilling owners of carts are assaulted and abused by these petty officers, and 
much tyranny is exercised. Those whose carts are thus forcibly pressed suffer 
much loss. ‘The writer states that his own cart was forcibly taben away a few 
days ago for the service of the Collector (of Poona), and was released only 
when he carried the complaint to that officer. The writer, however, was 
obliged to lose one day in getting back his cart. The complaint is an old one, 
and has appeared in these summaries numerous times, 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 31st March opens with a para., headed “ The 


Bright Side of the Question,” in which it says that the 
Thinks that the imposition 3 


ts thoes cl ge Pag Page the town of Surat. Considering the poverty-stricken 


Kuvet more ebonenieal. condition of the people, the preseat high prices of 

food-grain, and the false principles on which the law 
is enacted, the Licence-tax Act is not to be approved of; yet it has done a kind 
of benefit to Surat. We pray Government to impose more taxes on the people, 
as its doing so will bring in more benefits—-will improve their social condition, 
drive away idleness from the country, expel sleep from the eyes of the people, 
and teach them to work, and introduce sciences and arts into the country, . At 
present Golds, Khatris, Rajputs, and other lower classes have discontinued drink- 
ing spirituous liquors and toddy, the Kunbis have ceased to give caste-dinners, 
and other castes are bringing into use similar arrangements. ‘They have done 
this in disgust at the licence-tax, but it has done them good ; “‘ good has come out 
of evil,” as the saying goes. 


The same, in another article, ‘‘ Scarcity in Kattywar,” after mentioning the 
distress prevailing in that province, asks the charita- 
Prays the public to yang ble public to lend pecuniary aid to their sufferin 


relief to the distressed Giré- countrymen. A scantier fall of rain last year than is 
siés of the province of Guze- 
rat, and requests Government distress. Corn has become very dear, and consequent- 


mounted policemen to protect ly many famtlies take food only once a day. A 


_ travellers from robbers, scarcity of grass has brought on starvation to the 


cattle.» There is a great scarcity of water also, and 
there are fears of many villages being deserted. The officers of the British 


Government and the chiefs of the province are doing a great deal for the miti- 
gation of the distress. However, the charitable public ought to do its'‘own 
part, by giving pecuniary aid to their suffering countrymen—Government also 
should increase the number of mounted policemen to protect travellers from the 
sition 


attacks of starving Girdsids. These ryots consider it derogatory to their posi 
to work as labourers or to beg for food, and take to highway-robbery,—a’ 


ber of cases of which crime have already occurred. It is to these people that 
the charitable public ought to give relief © 


imposition of the licence-tax has done some benefit to — 


usually vouchsafed to this province has created great 
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_ The Ras? Goftér (49) of the 31st March, in a small leader, headed “ No 


He ee Native need Apply,” revives the old complaint that 
___ Revives the old complaint posts of minor importance and comparatively of small 
that qualified Natives arenot av under Government are not freely given to de- 
tively Late ahd cineos tn the serving Natives, and they are monopolized by Euro- 
administration, bot Euro. peans. It finds cause to revive thjs complaint in the 
peans monopolize them. arrangements made in regard to the post of the Secre- 
tary to the Port Trust Committee who has gone to 
England on leave of absence, and to another post in the same office. The 
Secretary is a European gentleman. On his going away on leave of absence 
his place has been given to the Storekeeper of the Committee, who is also a 
European. And the latter place has been bestowed upon a Earopean also. An 
objection is raised with regard to giving high political places in the administration 
to the Natives that they are not yet qualified for such responsible posts. But 
the posts under the Port Trust Committee, mentioned above, are not of so much 
political importance as to exclude Natives from them. Though Government has 
admitted the right and fitness of Natives to the posts reserved for the Cove- 
nanted Civil Service and to the higher ones of the Uncovenanted Service, they 
(the Natives) are not even freely admitted to posts, the salaries of which are so 
small as three, or four, or five hundred rupees a month. Thus, the work of leav- 
ing posts under Government freely open to Natives remains incomplete. In 
almost every department of Government similar instances are to be found. 
The head elerk to the Port Trust Board, the head clerk of the Police Courts, the 
head clerk to the Justices of the Peace, the Secretaries to the Municipal Corpora- 
tion and the Town Council, the clerks to the Magistrates of Police whose posts 
are of lower grade, are all Europeans. If Government wishes to secure the affec- 
tion of the Natives, it should freely appoint qualified Natives to such posts. 


The Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 1st April has again a leader on the new Verna- 


cular Press Act. After briefly stating the objects of this 
Points out the vagueness measure, as given by Government, and after referring 
and harsh character of the 


pesvionina a ae haw Pedi to the assertion in it that the existing penal law is 
ron not sufficient to cure the evil, the writer in the Indu 

Prakash observes that it would have been well if the 
Viceroy and his Councillors had taken the trouble to explain a little how the 
existing law is not sufficient to cure the evil contemplated to be remedied by the 
new Press Act. He also complains, like several of his contemporaries, of the 


‘extreme vagueness of the phrase “likely to incite disaffection against the . 
established Government,” and shows the extreme embarrassment which this 


vagueness is sure to cause to the writers in the Vernacular press, however well- 
intentioned and loyal they may be. The Indu Prakdsh feels convinced that 
Lord Lytton and his Councillors do not mean to prohibit honest and properl 


expressed criticism on the acts of Government and its officers; but the inten-— 


tion of the law-makers and the law they have made are opposed to each other ; 
and, therefore, the former will be set aside, and the latter will prevail. It is 
true that the law provides that when a District Magistrate wishes to bring a 
newspaper in his district under the operation of this Act, he should obtain the 


sanction of the local Government before he does so. This provision is obvi- 
ously intended to prevent a District Magistrate from exercising undue rigour on | 
a newspaper. But, looking to the general tendency of the present superior 
authorities to uphold their subordinates, there is not much chance of this'provi- _ 


sion affording much protection to a newspaper from the displeasure of a Distr. 


Magistrate. One of the objects of this new'law, as appears from the speeches ) 
of His Excellency the Viceroy and of his Councillors, is to protect the Native — 


chiefs and the Native officers of Government from the attacks of the Ver 


press. But as for the Native chiefs, if they consider the matter properly, the “see 
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will find nothing to complain of against the Vernacular press; nay 
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find much reason to be grateful to it. As for the Native officers of Government, 
there is no doubt there are many among them who will rejoice at the passing 
of this Act. The writer, also, complains of the law for its not fixing either the 
minimum or the maximum ot the deposit which an editor is to place with Gov- 
ernment, in case his paper comes under the operation of this Act. The'power 
of fixing this amount is left to the will of the local Governments. As to the 
appointment of an officer to examine the Epis of a newspaper, no rule is given 
as to what matter he should object to, and what matter he should permit to, be 
wrinted. In short, the Act has brought the Vernacular press into the most em- 
arrassing difficulties. _ pk 


The Native Opinion (2) bed err amie March has ee an article, headed 

“The New Press Act.” The liberty of the press, 

a. the bay ap rok says the Opinion, is a boon of which India ste 

of this country & taste of che Othing, and for which she is entirely indebted to 
y @ taste of the Bs 

liberty of the press; regards the generous British Government. | Wherever the 

the new press law as a mere noble-minded and the liberty-loving Britons go, they 


blunder, calculated to lead to : . ; ; ay 
GY Subicliatie  maeka “eee with them their national virtues and birth 


both to Government and the ‘ights. ‘They have brought here their virtues and 
people ; and fears that it may rights, and were liberal enough to teach us to appre- 
find it necessary to cease to ciate and enjoy these precious blessings.. They have 
be an Anglo-Marathi, and wroysht by their generous efforts i good example 
become a purely English . : : 
paper, as it was at ite birth, extraordinary change for the better in the ideas 
and feelings of the people of this old country. It 
is true that enlightenment and freedom are not known, understood, and appre- 
ciated very widely by the common masses of this vast country; yet a good 
beginning has been made in this matter, and the good cause fairly promises to 
prosper ; and for.this the country is under the deepest and everlasting obliga- 
tion to its English rulers. True liberty cannot be appreciated without know- 
ledge, and knowledge cannot be promoted and disseminated without education 
and a free press. But Government, after having allowed these two agencies of 
civilization a free scope'for years together, has suddenly thought fit to curb the 
latter agency. No one thinks that this measure is good, desirable, or calculated 
to do benefit either to Government or to the people. The English press con- 
ducted by Englishmen or by Natives, and the Vernacular press and the English 
and the Native public, all unanimously disapprove of this measure, ‘The general 
understanding is that the Government acted in this matter without 
thought and with too much haste. Government alone knows why it has so 
acted; for the public has no means of understanding its inward and secret 
motives. But the grounds which have been published in. the speeches of the 
- members of the Supreme Legistative Council do not appear sufficient and satis- 
factory to any one. It is probable that the Honourable law-makers are not, 
perhaps, quite pleased with their own doings in this respect ; for the measure is 
opposed to genuine English feelings. Though we are strongly aware. that this 
new law has deprived as of the right of discussing freely its provisions, we are 
constrained to say that it is a step in the wrong direction, and is prejudicial to 
the interests of both the Government and the people. _It is also difficult to say 
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_ adduced by the supporters of 


be discouraged from acting with independence. India enjoyed from the gene- 
rosity of its English rulers a blessing which no other country in the world 
enjoys, except America and England. But, unfortunately, India was not 
suffered to continue enjoying it. We cannot deplore this losstoo deeply. We 

| tly against Government, nor do we wish to do so i 
future. For we know it is not for our welfare to follow that course. -We are 
fully convinced that our woe pei pail depends on the welfare and prosperity 


of the English rule. We believed our duty was simply to acquaint Government — 


with the grievances of the people, and draw its attention to them. But we are 
now deprived of the means of performing this duty, though we will try to do it 
as cautiously as we can. We feel our position extremely perilous. And, if we 
find our simple Mardthi columns are distasteful to the authorities, we shall be 
obliged to revert to our old form; that is, the Native Opinion will cease to be 


” Anglo-Mardathi, and become once more a purely English paper, as it origin- 
ally was, | 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (8) of the 4th April has a long article, headed 
‘Vernacular Press Act.” Government has enacted 

, Shows at some length the this law, firstly, to prevent the Vernacular ~ from 
insufficiency of the grounds y»blishing writings culculated to create disaffection 
the Vernacular Press Act for @gainst Government among the people; 2ndly, to 
its adoption. prevent that press from creating feelings of antipathy 
| among the people of different races and different 

religions ; thirdly, to prevent the editors of that press from intimidating persons, 
and thereby extorting money from them ; fourthly, to prevent that pe from 
vitiating the minds of the uneducated and ignorant masses; and fifthly, to 
prevent the evil consequences of the objectionable writings of that press; and 
thus to preserve peace and tranquillity among the subjects of Her Majesty. The 


‘writer proposes to consider the measure in connection with these professed 


objects, in the order in which they are enumerated above. As to the first, that 
the writings in the Vernacular press create disaffection among the people, the 
Dnydn Prakésh boldly asserts that this supposition of Government is erroneous. 
The number of the Vernacular papers now published is, no doubt, pretty large ; 
but the circulation of many of them is extremely limited, in some cases it not 
being more than 40 or 50 copies ; and, therefore, it is not reasonable to believe 
that this press influences the minds of the people in an undesirable way. 
Again, though the writer cannot say all Verses papers understand how to 
discharge their responsible duties well, yet the number of those papers which 
publish improper and unjustifiable attacks on Government is very small, and 
they are rather the exception than the rule. They are also despised by, and 
have nv influence among, the people. The public fully knows their worth. 
The respectable portion of the press never publishes any improper matter. An 
attentive eiuaat of the extracts, which Government itself has published in 
connection with this new law, will bear out the above assertion. The extracts 
which are taken from the respectable portion of the press not only gives no 
support to the belief of Government, but prove that portion of the press to be 


considerate and respecting justice. The few foolish and seditious extracts 
which appear in the Government selection are invariably from some of the — 


worthless prints, and consequently no weight should be attached to them. 
Again, these extracts are not translations, and appear in the collection with- 
out their contexts; and, therefore, to judge of the character of the original 
articles from these extracts is not just. As for the second and third objects 


mentioned at the beginning of the article, there is not the slightest proof in 
support of the charges involved in them. The extracts published by Govern- 


ment give no support whatever to these charges of creating antipathy between 
different races or creeds, or of practising intimidation and extortion. .The 


Dnyin Prakésh believes these charges to be entirely untrue and baseless, at least 
_ 88 far as this Presidency is concerned As to the fourth and fifth objects, it is 
(one of the greatest duties of Goverament to ensure the peace an _ tranquil 
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among its subjects; and he will disturb this peace and tranquillity, is a great 
offender, and deserves severe punishment. He is an enemy not only of Gov- . 
ernment, but of the riage ; and, we think, not a single person will be found 
in the whole of India who doubt the propriety of punishing such a public 
offender. But we must also say that it is not right, under the plea of preserv- 
ing the public peace, to fancy an enemy where none exists,—to pass a measure 
calculated to bring into difficulties innocent and loyal subjects. (The Dnyén 
Sdgar (33) of the 1st April also has a leader on this subject, expressing similar 
views on it. woe | pane 
The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 28th March, but received on the 31st, 
| in an article, headed “A Misfortune of the Native . 
Animadversions onthe new Press; or, A Great Ruin of the Liberty of that Press,” 
pony Act, or Act No. IX. of donounces the new Vernacular Press Act, or Act IX. 
, of the Government of P ; 
wie Pi Of 1878, of the Government of India, much in the same 
way as it has been denounced by the other members 


of the Native press, whose criticisms have been noticed pretty fully in the last 
two weekly reports. | 


The Kiran (9) of the nea March, in an aetiale, Deedes ‘ as Liberty of 
the Native Press and the Obstinacy of Government in 
Mamet tale soma connection Therewith,” observes ehat it is one of the 
ders it a retrograde move- great blessings of Providence that this country has 
coaeg gia — A oe come under the rule of the British nation, which is so 
gedress this great complaint Temarkable for its indomitable and imperishable love 
, of freedom. Wherever Englishmen go, they carry 
with them this liberty. Liberty is essential to the progress of civilization and 
enlightenment ; and, under this just belief, this boon was conferred on India in 
1835 by the generous English Government, which cannot be too much praised 
for this most precious gift. Our present rulers, however, have resolved to 
revoke this gift. The English Government is a just, powerful, considerate, 
and far-sighted Government. It is not likely to act unjustly. But every power 
is liable, occasionally, to the temptations of ambition and selfishness. On such 
occasions the liberty of the press proves a useful instrument to point out to the 
rulers the errors they have committed; and it is surprising that the wise and 
enerous English Government, which prizes liberty so highly, should insist in 
epriving this country of this useful institution. It is a great retrograde step. 
It will compel the people to brood over what they may believe their grievances 
and oppression committed on them. Even our writing such as this article may 
be interpreted by some authorities as disloyal. But, on such an occasion, we 
cannot afford to be silent. ‘Then, referring to the extracts adduced by the 
— of the new Press Act, the writer denies that they contain any reall 
itious matter. The writer firmly hopes that, when properly represented, 
the grievance is sure to be listened to, and redressed by the august Home 
ee and he exhorts his brethren to make such a representation on the: 
subject. | 
The Belgaum Samachar (18) of the Ist April, the Ndsik Writta (21), and 
the A’ryé Warta (37) of the 30th March, but received 
Becaaregigaras onthenew on the 2nd April, also have articles on the above- 
named Act. Like their contemporaries, they lament 
over the enactment of this: harsh and retrograde measure. They consider it 
uncalled for, and calculated to increase official tyranny. 


The Shiwdji (29) of the 29th March, but received on the 31st, in an article, 
referring to the Vernacular Press Act, observes that | 
Government officers universally accuse the Native 
subjects of carey? So and sedition, but the charge is 
entirely groundless. It’ is based on a pure delusion. — 
Up to this time the accusation used to be made against 
the educated Natives, but now they are declar 
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9 
be thoughtful and loyal ; and it is the turn of the people of the lower grades to 
suffer from this grave charge. But when praise and censure are distributed | 
without discrimination, they cease to elevate or deject those on whom the 
former is bestowed, or the latter inflicted.. Properly speaking, neither the 
educated nor the uneducated are disloyal. We have not ok spiny the great 


miseries and the great official tyranny and oppression from which our forefathers 
suffered under the old Native rule.. We are also not insensible of the great 
blessings of the present Government of laws, and of the great respect which the 
highest authorities are bound to pay to these laws. Even His Excellency the 
Viceroy was obliged to have recourse to a law when he wished to curb the 
liberty of the Vernacular press. How can the editors of the Native press be sup- 
posed to be so mad as to prefer any lawless Governnient to that of fixed laws ?. 
Or to advise the people to rise against the latter ?- Nothing can be more astonish- 


ing than that great authorities, like His Excellency the Viceroy, should not 


see a matter so plain. As it is black ingratitude in a master to suspect con- 
stantly the honesty of a good servant, and to pain him by calling him vile names, 
so it is short-sightedness in a Government to persecute its fe subjects by a 
groundless accusation of disloyalty. Nothing can be more deplorable than that 
the British Government should aliens that its Indian subjects, who proved 
their staunch loyalty by remaining steadfast in their fidelity to it during the 
memorable year of 1857, will turn out disloyal under the influence of a weak 
and paltry Vernacular press. 


The Kashta Wildsini (30) of the 2nd April, in an article, headed ‘‘ Have.a 
| Manly Pride,” observes that if a man persevers with 
Considers the enactment of courage in a good cause he is sure to succeed in it. 
the new press law a happy After alluding to some great and brave men, like 
. event, calculated to prove Mahomed.of Gazni, Shiwaji, and the Peshwds, the 
very useful in promoting use- ay ahs th & endactales aa 
ful’ knowledge “among the Writer observes that great undertakings never succ 
people, and thereby increasing Without manly courage. Should not men who are 
their welfare. exerting themselves in a good cause to consider whe- 
ther they should believe the above principle or tamely 
submit, like impotent. persons, to the tyranny of every one? If those people of 
India whose necks are strangled in consequence of the operation of the numer- 
ous laws, such as the Licence-tax Act, the Salt Act, the Arms Act, the Munici- 
pal Act, the Toll Act, the Stamp Act, &c., and who are annoyed and tired of 


this India, take up courage, this very India will be very rich as she was former- 


ly. The sudden destruction of the liberty of the press at this time must be 


py as a happy event calculated to afford a great help in tbis time of 
lifficulty. For each newspaper editor should take up as his share one subject, 
and propound it in order to promote the welfare of the country. Instead of all 
discussing political topics, each, according to his taste and ability, should take 
up different useful subjects, such as astronomy, mechanics, chemistry, &c., and 
teach the people the ways of earning a livelihood. The writer goes on maki 

a few more rambling remarks in this rambling style. 


The Dinbandhu (39) of the 2nd April regards the new Press Act as 
Very briefly approves of *POcial favour of a kind Providence, vouchsafed at thi 
the pied ant ‘hak . ' critical time to protect the poor ignorant ryots from 


the machinations of some crafty seditious writers of 


the Vernacular press. The writer praises the English Government for its zeal 
in spreading knowledge among the people, and says that the above law was 
passed only for the benefit of the people themselves, 

The Hitechchhu (44) of 


_ Animadversions. on . the yee 
Vernacular Press Act. of the 
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of India was cruelly massacred by the hands of Lord Lyt 
General of India, gives a leader, headed ‘‘ The Death of tl 
animadverting on the new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 
The arguments used by the Hitechchhu in condemnation of the law are some of 
those employed by several of its Native contemporaries, and noticed more fully 
in the previous weekly reports. The Surya Prakash (43) and the Guzerat 
Samdchér (63) of the 30th March also animadvert on the law in the same strain. 
The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (55) of the 29th March, but received on the 31st, also 
makes a rather mild and brief protest against the measure. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the ist March, also, thinks that such of the 
instances out of the 150 of seditious writings gleaned 


, the Governor- 


Asserts that the extracts 


made from the Guserat Mitra ag are published by the Times of India, are not of 
and other papers are not 4 


Siig: eee such a character as to justify the passing of the Verna- 
aa te gfe oe pl wis cular Press Act. The shies extracts made from the 
Vernacular Press Act. Guzerat Mitra, to be found among these 150 instances, 

: are not seditious writings. ‘T'wo of them are respect- 
ing beatings given by Europeans (to Natives), and the third is about the lavish 
nature of the State expenditure. The Mitra, also, complains that the news- 
papers which have been considered seditious were not informed. that their 
writings were so considered, and their defence in that particular was not 


obtained before passing the law which deprives the press of its liberty, and . 


that, for the alleged sins of a few, the entire Vernacular press has been visited 
with a harsh punishment. 


The same in a leader, headed ‘“ What is Sedition,” attempts to make a 
ies more definite defence of the three extracts made from 
Makes a more definite de- the Guzerat Mitra and included among the 150 in- 
fonce of its writings included stances of seditious writing from the Vernacular press 
among the 150 instances . : 
gleaned by Government from leaned by Government. The Mitra observes that 
the Vernacular press as sedi- the Vernacular Press Act does not contain any defini- 
tious writings. tion of seditious writing, and, so long as such 4 defini- 
tion is not given, the editor of a Vernacular paper 
cannot be free from the hands of this harsh law. Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, 
when introducing the Bill for this law into the Council, gave the truest reason 
for getting it enacted. The Honourable member observed that in writing about 
a particular policy of Government, the conduct of an officer of Government, and. 
the feelings of the people, and in making criticisms on these subjects, (Native) 
writers attack the Government furiously ; and it is the object of this law to put 
a stop to such unfair criticisms. If the Vernacular Press Act is passed with the 
above-mentioned sole object,—if it is passed with a reservation of the might of 
legitimate criticism,—there is. nothing to object to it. But see what Govern- 
ment has said, and what it has done. ‘To take the case of the Guzerat Mitra 
itself. Last year it wrote upon the subject of the sufferings of the Natives from 
the assaults made upon them by Europeans. Scarcely any one could have 
taken greater liberty in criticism than is to be found in the celebrated minute 
of Lord Lytton on the Fuller Case. His Lordship had set the lesson to the 
public writers by penning his minute, to open the eyes of the Europeans to 
theevil. But supposing Lord Lytton had not written the minute, would it 
have ‘been wrong in us to have raised a complaint against the wilful conduct of 
the Europeans? If the officers of Government, sitting on the sacred seat of 


justice, deal out justice to two persons in two different ways; have one law for 


punishing Europeans, and another law for punishing Natives; punish a Native 
murderer with death by hanging, but punish a European murderer with two 


ears’ imprisonment ; if cases of diseased spleen frequently arise; if numerous 


atives lost their lives every year, and if Government was slandered for it use- 


lessly, are we, public writers, to see these things mutely? By the publication — 
of such matters in newspapers it is true that hostility arises among the people; — 
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e Vernacular Press,” | 


by the Government of India from the Native press, 
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but is it right to exercise control over writers writing on such subjects; or is 


it not rather right to adopt measures to prevent causes for such writings? The 

latter course was the proper one ; but Government thought fit to adopt the for- 

mer, and passed the Prin Act.. This law will, the Mitra is afraid, encourage 
_ Europeans to be quite careless as to what they do, since they will see that the 
Vernacular press has been prohibited from making complaints about their con- 
duct. The third extract from the Guzerat Mitra, included among the 150 in- 
stances, is its article, headed “‘ Economy and Fault,” writing in opposition to 
a policy of Government to spend lavishly and to levy new taxes. What is 
meant by the inclusion of this extract among the 150? Are we not to write at 
all on State matters? If it isnot so, why is the article considered “‘ Seditious ” ? 
Thus, the charge of sedition failing, there is more need of our knowing what 
Government considers sedition. The Times of India says that it daily writes 
matter like the extracts from the Indu Prakdsh (1), the Rdst Goftdr (49), and 


the Guzerat Mitra, and that it does not understand what’sedition there is in | 


those extracts. 


The Rdst Goftdr (49) of the 3ist March is rather glad to learn, on good 
authority, that though a fortnight has passed over the 
Is glad to learn, on good enactment of the Vernacular Press Act, Government has 

authority, that the Vernacu- not yet taken, nor does it intend taking, any precise 
~w sg Act is not to be measures to bring it into force. It waits to see what 
ught mto force unless a a ee : 
dire necessity arises for bring. ftects this Act produces on the Vernacular papers ; as 
ing it into operation. it does not see the necessity of putting it into opera- 
; tion as regards any particular paper at present. And 
if a wiganacy for putting it into operation in regard to any paper arises, the 
police would be instructed to notice it, and the sedition would. be soon put 
down. But it is the wish of the Government that this extreme step should not be 
taken unless a dire necessity arises for it; and consequently it has not issued 
any instructions to the Commissioners of Police, the District Magistrates, and 
others. The authorities believe that the simple enactment of this law will 
produce a good effect on the Vernacular papers of objectionable conduct, and 
it is expected that simply the name and dread of the law will, within a few 
months, close the existence of such poor Vernacular papers as have been found 
to spread disaffection to Government. If Government does think so, the Rast 
Goftér cannot join it in entertaining such a thought. For many persons 
believe that the law has given encouragement to such trashy papers to think 
highly of their own importance. Whatever it be, the disspirited papers and 
the impatient subjects will get back courage when they learn that this harsh 
law is to be allowed to lie by for the present, and — it is enacted for the 


whole Vernacular press, most of the members of it will be exempted for the 
present from its operation. 


The same, in another leader, headed ‘‘ An Admission,” observes that when 

| | the news about the Vernacular Press Act was first re- 
oe bh ey ceived, we declined to believe that even one of the 
matter,and wishes that’ the Writers of the Native press had shown the ingratitude 
severest punishment should Of exciting disaffection to the British Government, 
befall them. which had given them the liberty of the press. But 

ne we are obliged to admit, with deep regret, that some 
few instances among the 150 extracts from the Native press, gleaned by Gov- 
ernment, are to be found of real seditious writings. Thus, there is little doubt 
left that certain Vernacular papers have regularly taken to the work of writing 
seditious matter. After ie, : 
ness, the Rdst Goftdr observes that, unfortunately, there are more 


other papers which are so very ungrateful as to give a kick to the very Govern- 
ment under which the Vernacular press has come into existence and leads a safe 
life ; and more unfortunate than this is that these ungrateful papers are in our 
Bombay Presidency. This evil stigma does not much fall upon the Gujarati 
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clusion of an extract from the 
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papers,—and though, after much arian Government has collected the 150 
instarices, it cannot throw any stigma on the Gujarati papers of the city of 
Bombay. The seditious papers are few. Among the Marathi papers, these are 
also few. The crime committed by these few has injured all the papers. No 


one would regret the severest punishment befalling these trashy papers on the : 
earliest occasion. For the safety of India lies in the security of British rule, 


and the enemies of British rule are the enemies of India. 


In the next leader, headed “A Protest,” the same observes that, by 
So making the above admission that a few papers have 

And yet does not allow the reoularly taken to the work of writing seditious 
necessity of enacting the Ver-  _. : Oe | 
erates Pies Rad. matter, we should not. be understood to approve of the 
new Vernacular Press Act. This admission, on the 

contrary, shows that there is little necessity for passing a law bringing under 
control the whole of the Vernacular press. Again, the Government has delayed 
bringing the Act into operation ; and this also shows there was little cause for 
enacting the law suddenly, hurriedly, and silently. Ifa necessity arose, Gov- 
ernment could, through the instrumentality of the police, suppress a seditious 
aper by putting into motion the existing easy law,—and hence the new harsh 
lave of making the District Magistrates and Commissioners of Police censors of 
the Native press appears unnecessary. The new Press Act has placed the 
whole press under a constant fear, and has clothed the police with authority to 


apprehend and bring before it the editor.of any newspaper, and to gag him. It - 


has deprived the respectable portion of newspaper editors of their good 
character. It has brought down the independent newspapers to the lower rank 
of Government servants,—it has made deserving, though poor, newspapers of the 
Mofussil subordinate to, and dependent upon, the wilful officers of the Mofussil. 
The Act does not decide, and leaves it doubtful as to what writings should be 
brought under the control of Government, and clothes the wilful police officers 
with authority to condemn, if they please, any ordinary criticism as seditious 
matter, and to suppress it. Again, room is left for the commission of injustice 
by taking away the jurisdiction of a Court of Justice as to the decision whether 
certain matter is seditious or not. Thus, this law has deprived Government of 
the aid of loyal writers, as interpreters of the public thoughts and feelings, and 
the country of their invaluable services. 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The Bill of Indictment against the Verna- 
cular Press—Ourselves,” makes a long protest against 

A protest against the in- the inclusion of the extract from an issue of the Rést 
Rést Gofiér among the 150 Goftdr among the 150 instances of seditious writings 
instances of seditious writings gleaned by Government from the Native press, to 
gleaned by Government from show cause for passing the Vernacular Press Act. The 


the Vernacular press. _ Rést Goftér observes that as one studies these instances 


more and more, the injustice of passing the new press 
law becomes the more glaring. Government has, it appears, entirely confided 
in these extracts for its justification in passing a law which commits a tyranny 
equivalent to depriving the Native subjects of their independence, and does not 
seem to have taken any other means to convince itself. One might suppose 
that Government had, before placing so great a confidence in these extracts, 
taken the precaution to convince itself of the translations being true, of com- 
municating them to those whom they concerned, and of hearing their defence, 
and then had taken the serious step of closing an important item of popular in- 
dependence. But Government has not done anything of the kind. The 


Rast Goftdr had a doubt about the truth of the charge of disaffection brought 


against the Vernacular press, and an extract from its issue of the 26th August 


1877, included among the 150 instances of sedition, enables it to speak more 


the extract from the Rést (foftdr is translated, the liberty of the Vernacular press 


has been taken away not only without due inquiry and without deal 


positively that, if the 150 extracts are translations made in the same way as 


but on incomplete and defective translations or false proofs. The Rai Goftér 
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contends that the extract from its issue, to be found included among the 150 
instances, is not a verbal one and a true translation of the original,—it gives only 


the substance of the sentiments expressed in the original, in the words, it seems, © 


of the Reporter on the Native Press who must have rendered it into English. 
In giving this substance he has taken into account such sentiments of ours as 


he liked, and omitted to notice others. He has given the substance of the | 


sentiments expressed against Government in the original, and has omitted to 
notice, as not worth his doing so, the sentiments given in the same piece in 
favour of Government. The Rast Goftdr does not charge the Reporter with 
knowingly giving a false translation of the original. It exempts him from 
blame in the matter. The very constitution of the Reporter’s office is to fur- 
nish Government with the substance of eomplaints which appear against it in the 
Vernacular press. The substance is evidently a short abstract of the original 
in the words of the Reporter. Again, the Reporter’s sole work consists in lay- 
ing before Government the complaints or sentiments expressed agajnst it, and 
it is not his work to inform Government of all the writings which may appear 
in the Native press in large numbers in favour of Government. The result of 
this arrangement has been that a great many of the effusions of the Vernacu- 
lar press against Government are collected before it, and it knows very little 
about the writings of the press in its favour. Itis not strange, therefore, if 
ignorant officials draw the inference from this collection that the Vernacular 
press has adopted the profession of writing against Government, and writes 
nothing in its favour. The work of the Reporter is not, therefore, sufficient to- 
bring the serious charge of spreading disaffection against the Vernacular press. 
For the responsible work of enacting a law on this subjeet, Government should 
not have depended on the summaries of the Reporter,—it should have obtained 
true and literal translations of the originals. The Rast Goftdr speaks of its well- 
known loyalty to the Government, and is sorry to see its writing of 26th August, 
mentioned above, ineluded among the 150 instances of alleged seditious writ- 
ing. It finds, however, some consolation that most of the 150 instances 
are as free from sedition as its own. It then proceeds to make an immediate 
defence of its writing from the charge of sedition. It observes that, notwith- 
standing our many loyal writings, we have informed Government of the spread 
of disaffection in the Native States, and have pointed out several true and several 
false causes of it. We do not understand how we have written sedition in do- 
ing this. By including such writings of ours among seditious matter, does Gov- 
ernment mean to say that we are not to inform Government of disaffection 
which has spread among any people? Or, knowing that disaffection has spread 
among the people, are we to represent that they are pleased and contented ? 
To suppress truth in such matter 1s to deceive Government, to practice treachery 
towards the State, and to mislead the authorities. This was not done by 
the Rast Goftdr, which only published the truth, and discharged its sacred duty. 
Though in this article we fearlessly published the increasing disaffection among 
the Native princes, it was not forgotten to mention, at the same time, what 
was to be said in favour of the British Government. But in the extract from 
our paper quoted among the 150 instances, the whole of the matter given in 
praise of Government is not given at all. The article concludes with an ex- 
tract from the original article in the Rdst Goftdr of 26th August 1877, and its 
translation or summary as given by the Reporter. Inthe extract from the 
original, the portions omitted to be noticed in the translations are printed in 
large type. - | 
The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 31st March, in a short leader, headed “ The 
— Vernacular Press Bill,” thus delivers its opinion on the 
instances of seditious writings culled by the Govern. 
ment of India from the Vernacular papers of the Bom- 


Opinion on the instances of 
seditious hide culled from 
the Bombay Vernacular pa- 


the G tof bay Presidency, Among the 150 instances of sedi- 
an” Poor obs writings culled from the Native press, as the 
UN reason for passing this law, there are some extracts 
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from the Bombay Vernacular papers: Among these extracts‘the names of the: 

) the Native Opinion (2), andthe Rdst Goftér (49) of Bombay; 
and the Guzerat Mitra (45) of Surat, ate conspicuous. But, except the foolish 
and ignorant writings of some of the trashy Marathi papers, the writings of the- 


Indu Prakésh (1 


other Bombay papers are’ not of a character that would justify their-being placed 


among seditious ‘effusions. They are’ only spirited and strong, but innocent 


matter. They are quite different from’ the: seditious writings of the French 
papers which brought about the deposition'of Charles X., the Emperor-of France, 


in 1830. To suppose that the press of India would attempt to overthrow the. 
British rule in India by seditious writings is only to dream of it. Examine the 


condition of the Natives of India,—consider how much liking they have for 


reading newspapers ; observe the infantine condition: of the Vernacular press of 
this country ; and then judge whether there is any fear of that press raising: 


sedition, It sometimes uses spirited expressions in its innocent writings, but it 
can do nothing more than that. Instead of allowing the young institution to 


grow upin strength, the authorities at Calcutta have adopted the cruel step of 


permitting it to grow up in darkness. This step will lead to disadvantages, to 


remedy which hereafter the authorities will find difficult. It would be well if 


they would see their mistake, and correct if yet. 


The same; in another small article, observes that the Act, which gags the 
| Vernacular press and makes it altogether helpless, is 
cotin te cubmit » momoriat 2 c#lumny, the like of which has never before appeared 
to Parliament to repéal the 42 the history of the British administration. It tar- 
new Vernacular Press Act. | nishes the great and good fame of the British rule. 

: It considerably detracts from the reputation of the 
writers of this portion of the public press. It is necessary to get this law re- 
pealed—this calumny removed. ‘The languishing Bombay Association would 


. Advises the Bombay Asso- 


do well to submit a memorial to Parliament against this harsh meusure, and’ 


achieve 4 little good. Hitherto this Association has proved of service to certain 
yentlemen to obtain easily some honours. Instead of securing empty honours, if 
they wish to achieve for thémselves real honour and glory, they should not allow 
such a good opportunity as the present to slip by to get the law which snatches 
away the independence of the Native subjects and gags their mouths, repealed 
by the Parliament. | 


Native States. 


% 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 31st March contains a long communicated 


wae article, headed ‘“‘ Gdekwdri Jagir Werd in British 
Complains against ataxon ‘T'erritories,” the writer of which states that Kuwarrdi 
ee eee eo called ~Bépubhai Desdi of the Gandewi Pargand, in the Géek- 
‘“Mapdra Wera” levied by & ' 
Deséi of the Gandewi Pargang W4rs territory, levies, by contract, a tax called 
of the Gdekwari territory. ‘“‘ Maparé Werd,”—a tax for measuring or weighing 
| certain articles of trade brought within certain limits 
of that Native State for the purpose of trade or transmission by the railway, or 
by sea either by the Gdekwari or the British subjects. The writer thinks that 
the Desdi ought to have no right to levy a tax for measuring or weighing goods, 
which work ought to be left to the freewill of a trader or merchants ; and certain- 
ly he ought to have no nght to levy the impost on articles arriving by the 
railroad or by sea. The levy falls heavily on the traders or ryots; and both 
the anthorities of the Gdekwdri Government and of the paramount British 


Government ought to inquire into the rights of the Desdi to levy the tax, and 


afford due relief to trade, on which it is a heavy and improper burden... 
KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Office of the Director of Pubhe Instruction, 


Poona, 9th April 1878. 
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- Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakésh (1) of the 8th April has dn editorial, headed, “ If a 
reduction in the Educational Department is to be 


Considers the post of the made, where should it be commenced?” It was once 
a ee nd Pome Pan apprehended that, in order to compensate itself for 
pened on ptetktn the expenditure it has incurred on account of the late 

famine, Government would be obliged to reduce some 
of its existing expenditure, and that the economy would commence from the 


Educational Department; but the last convocation-speech of His Excellency 


Sir Richard Temple has, happily, removed this apprehension. His Excellency 


has been good enough to inform the public that Government did not only not 
contemplate reducing the expenditure on higher education, but, on the con- 


trary, intends giving it greater encouragement by opening two more colleges, 


viz., one at Ahmedabad and the other at Dharwar. His Excellency observed, 
however, that in order to be able to open these institutions, Government would 
have to make some reductions in the expenditure now made in the existing col- 
leges. In the opinion of the Indu Prakdsh, if Government wishes to make this 
reduction it should make it, not in the expenditure made on the actual educa- 
tion, but in that incurred for its supervision, the saving thus effected being 
applied to éxtend the actual education. The writer then tries to show that 
the costly post of the Director of Public Instruction may be safely reduced. 
When the department was brought into existence there was a necessity for a 
Director to give it a proper and efficient organization ; and this service was 
very ably performed by the learned and accomplished predecessors of Mr. 
Chatfield, especially by the late Mr. Howard whom the Indu Prakdsh praises 
in very warm terms. The Indu Prakdsh admits Mr. Chatfield to be a very 
learned gentleman, but it does not believe him to be very successful as an 
Executive Officer. In its opinion, he lacks independence. He simply carries 
out the orders of Government. It thinks that there is no necessity for con- 
tinuing such a post now. The Inspectors, the Professors and the Head-masters 
of the High Schools havé all their different duties and work properly defined, 
and understand them well and need no one to direct them. The recent aboli- 
tion of a similar post in the North-West Provinces is adduced as a proof in 
support of the suggestion. The writer promises to return to this subject again 
in a further issue. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the "th April, in an article, headed ‘The 


A . _ Licence-tax Riot at Surat,” referring to the popular 
“gabe the great and ge- a-itation against the above new impost in the town 
neral poverty of the people, | ‘ : 
laments that Government Of Surat, observes that the Surtis are said to have 
cannot be convinced of this combined together and resolved not to drink spiritu- 
fact, gg deat savage tothe ous liquors. Though this resolution of the Surtis, 
unjust character of the new ae 
Tinstesce: tehaniGel’ an it the Opinion remarks, cannot protect them from the 
falls on the poor and ex- Operation of the new tax, yet it has been resorted to 
empts the rich, and finally by them, perhaps in order to show their poverty to 
ey SF don tore-con- the authorities. The ryots are now really reduced to 
ee eee a very wretched condition. They are unable to sup- 


port themselves without the aid of the money-lender. It is very unfortunate 
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The Dryén Prakésh (3) of the 8th April in noticing, at some length, the 
oe recent popular riot at Surat, observes that, on the 


Very’ ste ongly condemns whole le of Surat acted very 
mittngs the ‘roosnt riot to nection with the Ticence-tax. The Surtis seem to be 
resist the new licence-tax, in.the habit of raising such disturbances. In 1844 
and observes that these peo- they committed a similar riot on the 30th August in 
ple ot ag en ep such CcOunection with the salt-tax. In 1848 also a like 
ect onl ae riot was raised by them in connection with a law 

| about weights and measures on the Ist April. In 1860 
also these Age were guilty of the same offence in connection with the income- 
tax. When Government is believed to have acted unjustly in imposing a tax, 
there are several constitutional ways of trying to obtain a redress of the alleged 
grievance. But we are very sorry to see the Surtis set asidg these legitimate 
means and prefer the wrong one of raising a disturbance. (The Dnydn Chakshu 
(7) of the 10th April also condemns the Surtis in very strong terms for their 
criminal conduct.) _ fe 


The Kiran (9) of the 7th April, in an article, headed, “‘ Confusion in Europe,” 

- referring to the great probability of there being a war 
reiices fe cee that En- between England and Russia, and to the great and 
Crake war with Rawiat, energetic preparations England is making for the 
protect her Imperial interests. probable struggle, and to the changes in the ministry, 
and other events, cbserves that England has, at last, 

adopted a right course, which will, in a great measure, wipe off the charge of 
ingratitude which she had incurred by keeping herself aloof in the recent Rus- 
so-T'urkish war, and which will meet with approbation and praise every where 
in the world. We, the people of India, as loyal subjects of the English crown 
and participators in the praise and censure of that crown, rejoice to see our 


sovereign praised all over the world. 


The Poona Herald (10) of the 10th April, in an article, Lagng Po new 

_ rules regarding petitions to be made to Her Majesty’s 
ies Sg Per ese Bs Government and to the Secretary of State for India,” 
published by Government,' Observes that clause 2nd of the 12th Section of these 
sgeriing sions addesened new rules empowers local Governments to decline to 
or A eyo overnment forward any petitions addressed to Her Majesty's 
oy Secretary of State Government or to the Secretary of State for India, if 
3 those Governments think the petitions so addressed 
contain improper or disrespectful language, and thinks this clause closes one of 
the few ways the people of this country have of conveying their complaints to 
the august authorities in England. One of the glories of British rule is that, 


under it the people enjoy the right of making complaints to their rulers when- 


ever they believe themselves wronged. These complaints are made, firstly, 


through the press; secondly, through private petitions; and thirdly, through 
public associations. But now the first two ways are closed. This closing of 
the ways of a gery complaints may lessen the annoyance and trouble of the 
authorities; but it is not equally beneficial to the people. As the power of 
_ deciding whether the language of a particular petition is or is not improper 

and disrespectful, remains with the local Governments, they may often decline 
on the above ground to forward petitions complaining against their own mea- 
sures and decisions. The writer heartily approves of Section IX. of the above 
rules. He also wishes that the words “ improper and disrespectful” used in 
clause 2nd, Section XII. should be so defined that the people may clearly un- 
derstand their signification, and may be able to avoid the use of such language. 


The Shiwdji (29) of the 5th April, but received on the 7th, has a long 
article, headed ‘‘ England and Russia.” The long 


Refers to the very great 


bability of war being soon Renee ee eae thot 
deideanl” bab England pears to be very near; nay, we may even say that 
and Russia ; em grounds i has almost commenced. After bray alludx g to 
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apprehended war between England and Russia ap- 
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ya reparations which the intend- - 
aan pa ‘the gti Map ing belligerents are making for the age rug- a 
this cocanee scald ‘sh suc. gle, the writer observes that it is rather di cult to - 


cess and prosperity to the foretell at present which party will come off victori- 4 
8 and generous British yg in the contest. The pacific policy which England | - 

varnmoens, has followed for sev years past, has created a _ 
rather unfavourable opinion regarding its military power among her rivals on 
the continent of Europe. Here the writer refers to some remark said to have 
been made by Prince Bismark about the power of England. France, however, pt 
entertains juster and truer views on the subject. No nation on earth can equal + 
England in point of wealth; and the nation that is the wealthiest, enjoys the | 
greatest advantages in the time of: war. It can employ the largest army, 
equip it most efficiently, and maintain it the longest. Again, England is not 
only the richest country in the world, but in her dependencies, India and 
Canada for instance, she possesses inexhaustible materials for a good army. 
Her naval power is also the greatest in the world. ‘The Bear can brag only 
while the Lion has not roused himself. The writer then shows on the success 
of what power the true interests of India depend, and, therefore, on whose side 
the sympathies of the Natives of India ought to be enlisted. He briefly enu- 
merates the various blessings which the British Government has conferred on 
this country, and shows that though individual officers now and then do things 
detrimental to the interests of the people, the general policy of Government is 
beneficial and progressive. Those who wish to know the real character of the- 
Russian rule should study it in the history of that country ; and then they would 
see for themselves the immense superiority of the English rule over the Russian 
Government. _The degree of liberty which we Natives enjoy under the British 
rule is not accorded by Russia even to her own Russian subjects. Then we 
need not enquire what liberty she has given to her foreign and conquered sub- 
jects, such as the Poles, the astute &e. 


A correspondent of the Swadesh Mitra (31) of the 5th April, but received 
4a the 8th, severely complains of the very immoral 
the Netive eats vnarces call. 224 indecent performances called Jhagadds. If print- { 
ed Jhagadés as extremely ng and selling obscene books and pictures are con- | 
immoral and indecent, and sidered offences and punished, why is the perform- 
asks the Bombay Policeto ance of these Jhagadds allowed to outrage public 
pen em Cos. morality and decency openly, and not punished? 
Nothing can be more obscene and immoral than these performances, observes 
the writer, and he wonders at the Police permitting them to be performed. 


- for foretelling victory to the the great and energetic d1 


- 


- Te PE a SS EE i sti See ee ye ae 
BeekY ‘ Ss ah OW AK fae ee IA ec 
Mit Send Nes IRC SES eth ee et nos Bee 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 7th April comdemns, like most of its Native 
Condemnation of the aboli. C°2temporaries, the abolition of the import duties on 
tion of import duties on Cotton cloth as the measure is prejudicial to the in- 
Europe cotton cloth asamea- terests of this country and in favour of the cotton 
sure prejodicial to the in- trade of Manchester. The usual arguments for the 
Penne Of. tiie. protection of the young and rising productive indus- - 
try of this country are advanced, and a quotation is given by the Mitra from a 
work of the late Mr. Mill in support of its views. Any 


ee. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 7th April, in a leader, headed, “India in Par- = § 
. | . 9 2 s | | | eer oe | a || 
“Cian vehionn reigentine tea liament,” in referring to the defeat of the motion | 


failure of the motion made ™2ade on Wednesday last by Professor Fawcett in 
by Professor Fawcett, in par- parliament, condemning the new licence-tax as a per- 


es, against the oe manent insurance fund against famines, and the in- . 19 
tax an increase in crease in the salt duty, and requiring the exercise of aa 
salt duty, &., in India. saith duty, and requiring the exercise’ of F i 


eae more economy in the Indian State expenditure, by a — a 
ae te | of 76 votes against it, observes that even in this great English national ae oe 
tribunal India has met with a failure to obtain justice. After this result is 

there any room for criticism? Shall we ask where are the impartiality and- 


ix ( 
epee ; 
Wk ENS Sia) re 
ui Rid ’ = i's 
4 


& s 


My ke 
fo Pid 


’ 


justice of England? Government has secured a majority in parliament on its 
side, and, hence, the acts of its authorities are confirmed by parliament. Nay, 
the ministerial party itself can raise an objection to the interference of parlia- 
ment in the administrative acts of the Government of India. The objection 
raised by Lord George Hamilton is tantamount to an objection to the very 
authority of parliament to interfere in Indian affairs. The Under Secretary of 
State shows contempt of that authority of parliament in which the safety of 
India lies. — | ea S| 
The same, in another leader headed ‘‘ English justice,’ observes that the 
i 1 aig of the Vernacular Press Act by the press of 
e xy ngland, and the sanction given by parliament to 
peng of India getting jus- the new licence-tax and the duty on salt, ought not 
ice from England both as . : See ee 
regards the Vernacular Press 0 disappoint the people of India of obtaining gone 
Act and the new taxes. from that body. They ought to give the people cou- 
rage sanguinely to expect it. Falun 1s the very 
home of mercy, _— and liberality. English papers may turn round, the 
parliament may do wrong, but the people of England will never permit such 
things. If we but carry our complaint against the latest objectionable policy 
of the Indian authorities to England, with due loyalty and in a legal manner, 
but unanimously and strongly, and continue to make it until we get redress, 
we are sure to get our prayer. England which spends her money to make 
other countries of the world independent, nay, which even makes wars for that 
purpose, will never knowingly allow the rights of her own subjects to be taken 
away from them. Todo sois notin unison with the truthful nature of an 
Englishman. There are rays of hope in the disappointing discussion of parlia- 
ment of Wednesday last on Sir John Strachey’s budget. A short time ago at 
the discussion on an Indian budget there were not sufficient members to form 
@ quorum; and for want of it the discussion was about to close. At the discus- 
sion of Wednesday last 250 members were present and gave their votes; and 
during the present critical time of an impending war when parliament wishes 
as far as possible to make no opposition to the ministry, 87 members supported 
the propositions made by Professor Fawcett. This shows that many more 
members would have given their votes in our favor had the discussion on the 
budget taken place in ordinary times. England is the first country which has 
appreciated the benefits of a free press. And hence though the press of England 
has approved of the law controlling the Native press, on account of its being 
misguided by hearing one side only of the question, it can never be believed 
that our just complaint when carried to them will remain unredressed by the 
people of England. (The Yajddén Parast (51) of the same date, after alluding 
once more to the distress caused by the increase in the salt duty expresses its 
sorrow that the motion made by Professor Fawcett in parliament in regard to 
this increase has failed. We should have expected such a result of the learned 
Professor’s attempt to get the increase given up; for, considering the evident 
gréat strength of the conservative members in parliament, it is impossible that 
the good wishes of independent members towards India can have any effect. 
However, there is cause for congratulation even in this failure of Mr. Fawcett’s 
motion, since the discussion shows that the number of the friends of India in 
parliament has increased nearly to one hundred. The Parast is also sorry to 
find Mr. Fawcett’s motion in parliament for repealing the new Licence-tax Act 
fail. It was believed that parliament would not allow the passing of such an 
unjust measure as this tax, it was expected that it would not refuse to do the 
justice solicited by India. But the motion has failed, and this tax has been 
imposed upon us.) . indices Benches ees 


The same in another article, headed “Lord G. Hamilton’s evasive reply” 
Animadverts on the renly “12, referring to the question asked in parliament by an 
of the Under Rleciaiaey bo Irish member, as to the r efusal of the Bor bay FOV- 
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about the refusal of the meeting in the town-hall for making a protest agains 
Bombay Government to the the new trades licence-tax, and to the reply given by 
poe otcere po Byomty Lord Hamilton that no official intimation on the 
fall to protest against the Subject had been received at the India Office, confirm- 
Nsenne-tax oid Wide. . ing the news that the Bombay Government had re- 
fused the use of the town-hall ; observes that the Under 
Secretary’s reply strengthens the complaint about the wilful notions of the 
higher authorities ruling over India. The reply has only evaded the question 
for the present. The refusal of the Bombay Government of the use of the town- 
hall is a fact, and isa small sample of wilfulness of the same nature as that 
which has been practised by His Excellency the Viceroy in the attempt to gag 
the Indian vernacular press. It was not reasonable to expect that the au- 
thorities would communicate this act of wilfulness to authorities in England, 
without their being called upon to do so. The news of the refusal to permit 
the use of the town-hall had reached England; and the question is why did 
not the India Office obtain authoritative information on the subject as soon as 
they heard of the matter? The evasive reply of the Under Secretary and the 
silence of parliament on it are not a little reproachful. Ifthe authorities thus 
succeed in evading parliament, their acts will only lessen the dignity of the 
great national tribunal. : 


A correspondent of the same writing from Surat under date the 5th instant, 
in giving an account of the riot which occurred in 
_ Observations on the recent that town recently in connection with the imposition 
riot at Surat in connection of the licence-tax, makes the following remarks, He 
with the imposition of the 5s 3 
dais diniths Hnanien tae observes that the leading tradesmen of this city have, 
instead of seeking redress at the hands. of Government 
from the trades licence-tax, imposed to mitigate the great sufferings of- the 
famine, thought proper suddenly to stop the business of the market by closing 
their shops. Ifthe municipal taxes had not been thoughtlessly increased. at 
this time and the Municipal Commissioners had removed the misunderstanding 
of the people, there would not have been the closing of business. One of the 
several thoughtless acts was entrusting inexperienced boys with the work of 
getting filled the licence-tax forms. ‘The information required to be filled in 
the forms was also of an objectionable character. ‘There were rumdurs among 
the 8 that the licence-tax would be levied even from people who had no 
employment ; that the beggars would be made to do labor for Government in 
liquidation of the tax; if helpless widows and spinners of cotton by hand 
spinning-wheels did not pay the tax, their stone hand-mills and spinning wheels 
would be taken away by Government; that every beggar or poor person would 
be called upon to pay one rupee for every ten rupees he earned ; for every 
potful of water a pie would be favied ; a water-tax would also be levied; and 


a yearly-tax would be imposed upon the weavers. While these rumours were 


current, the boys entrusted with the filling up of the licence-tax forms, visited 
the houses of every beggar, helpless widow and unemployed person, and asked 
them what they earned, how many boys and girls they had, how many looms, 
bullocks, cows, buffalos, she-goats they had, how much milk they got, and such 
other questions. The poor people on hearing these questions, believed that 
they would be called upon to pay the tax. Just at this time the municipality 
increased the municipal taxes. This added fuel to the fire, and the popular 
anger was excited, and every body raised loud complaints against the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners. Taking advantage of these complaints selfish traders 


closed their shops, under the belief that, if the poor people starved Government : 


would give in. After the closing of business im the market the municipali 
issued notices that, if the people disliked the newly imposed taxes they il 
make a petition to that effect. This gave encouragement to troublesome 
persons. To put an end to the abovementioned rumours the Deputy Collector 


yesterday issued a notification which increased the anger of the people. it 
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states that the tax would not be levied from the cultivators only. All other 


persons who earn more than ten rupees would have to pay the tax. Such 
haste ought not to be made on such an occasion. | 


The Yajdén Parast (51) of the 7th April, after censuring the people of 
Surat for closing their shops instead ofa adopting peac 
_ Observations in connection ful and legal measures to express their dislike of the 
with the closing of business new trades licence-tax, asks the question, “ whose (is) 
ee ae imposition the first fault?” and answers that, Government deserves 
of the new trades licence-tax. a8 much blame for its improper act, as the Surtis de- 
| serve for their madness and folly. If Government 
had not passed the licence-tax which makes a difference between rich and poor 
people, the Surtis would not have been mad beyond bounds. If barristers, 
pleaders, &c., had been brought under this tax, the poor trades-people would 
not have had to bear so much of the burden of this tax, as it is feared’ will fall 
upon them. Government has placed the burden of the official and professional 
classes on the heads of the poor people. And on this account, it is evident 
that the half-educated tradesman of Surat have thought it proper to close 
their shops and business. The form of the Licence-tax Act is so very bad 
that it frightens the poor people, and consequently they cannot think deepl 
over the harshness of the measure. In this, however, more fault lies wit 
Government than with the poor people. Government committed great haste 
in performing the work which it ought to have done with care and patience. 
The consequence of this is, that the poor trades-people show t anger against 
the licence-tax. They have been stirred up against it, and if they do under 
the influence of excitement any illegal acts and break the peace, it is not to be 
wondered at. The blame of all this first lies upon our Calcutta friends. They 
have hastily and indiscreetly passed an unjust law; and if the poor people of 
Surat suffer any wrong by the closing of their shops by the trades-people of 
that town, the blame of it lies upon our Calcutta friends. 


The Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 5th April, but received on the 7th, states 


that on the roads of the quarters of the town of Bom- 


. Requests the Policeof Bom- bay known by the names of Mazagaon, Khadak, Me- 
dtl tod hen gambirs manw4dé, Kasdimohlé, Kémétipur4, Nalbézdr, Chi- 
Sd. of teak City. . burgalli, Kéjimohl4, and Ghogdrimohlé, children and 

others gamble with dice or with cards in large num- 
bers. They station some of their members at the corners of roads to give them 
timely warning of a Policeman coming to the place where they gamble, and 
thus escape falling into his clutches. The Késid hopes the Police will serious- 
ly set to work to apprehend and get punished these young gamblers and to 
reform the young scamps, as it is doing in the case of adult gamblers. 


The same in a para. headed Mts the ~— = os eee) re- 

‘ uire to be repaired?” States that a correspondent 

Bot Pie tuatie “one saareita to Pa the attention of the sathtaiian to the 

Nos. 8and 16 of the Bore- repair needed by the Nos. 8 and 16 tunnels of the 

— incline of the G.I. P. Boreghaut incline of the G. I. P. Railway, and 

any warns that if they are neglected a serious damage 
may ensue. ome 


Almost all the papers of the week, in giving more or less detailed accounts 
of the closing of shops and business and ofthe riots 
Unanimous condemnation. which have occurred in Surat, in connection with the 


by the vernacular press of imposition of the trades licence-tax, censure the 


the recent closing of business : ge a eT peas Gar 
and #ot at Surct in connec. Uxti8, for adopting the abovementioned improper 


tion with the trades license. 0d illegal means to express their discontent at the 

tax, imposition of this tax. These people ought to have 
| __ taken the constitutional means which they are so 

lucky to command under the free and civilized British rule. 
4n Pp ld—4 | | 
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The new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 8th April has again a long leader on the 


new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India, 

ay out at pang! length Section 3rd, the Dayan gage pony’ is the most 
he very ambiguous and vague important provision in the Act, and after giving the 
es Wis aa'ane Vow nilletance of this section, observes that. in this section 
nacular Press Act, andcon- again the words “likely to create disaffection against 
trasts this section with a the established Government,” are the most essential ; 
comet Seay yg ae but their significations are no where defined in the 
pron which make an jij. Act. In 1870 when the Honourable Mr. ge eps pre- 
beral and arbitrary ‘interpre- pared and got passed his Act for punishing the publi- 
tation of this new Act very cation of seditious matter in newspapers, he also em- 
ue and finally pray’ ployed the same words in his Act; but he clearly 

overnment to clear up the Asta thin ts ° h h : ae 

ambiguity. | efined them by saying that when a person 1s ready 
and willing to obey the lawful authority of Govern- 

ment, he should not be understood to have created disaffection against Gov- 
ernment by his comments on its acts. The present Act uses the same words, 
but omits the explanation attached to them by Mr, Stephen, and this makes 
them extremely vague. Their interpretation is now left to the simple pleasure 
and whim of the District Magistrates or the Commissioners of Police, or of the 
Governors of the Presidencies and the Viceroy. This observation may seem 
rather harsh; but we can honestly make no other. We do not think it right 
that the duty of this interpretation should be left to the pleasure of individual 
officers however sincere and impartial. It is true that the Viceroy and His 
Councillors have abundantly and clearly pointed out what matter should be 
considered seditious and i should not be so considered; but as no use has 
been made of these verbal explanations in the Act itself, it is hard to say how 
far they would prove of use in practice. It is very plain from the speeches of 
the honourable gentlemen who passed this Act, that they do not wish to put 
down or discourage proper criticism on the acts of Government and its officers. 
Here the writer refers to the speeches of Sir John Strachey and.of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy ; but though the writer fully believes in the sincerity and 
generosity of the assurances contained in these speeches of the members of the 
Government of India, and is sure that they would not support any undue exer- 
cise of the power given by the new Act, he cannot help believing that the better 
and safer course will be to incorporate into this Act the explanation given by Mr. 
Stephen in his Act of 1870. Itis not at all likely that every officer of Government 
at all times will put as liberal an interpretation on the above vague words of the 
section in question, as is put by the honourable gentlemen who have passed 
that law; and if the Government of India believes such a thing possible, we 
respectfully beg to say that it errs. The Dnydn Prakdsh refers to the selection 


ofthe extracts made by the Government of India from the vernacular press, in 


order to support the present law, as another proof of the observations it has 
made above,. The extracts selected from the vernacular press of this Pre- 


sidency in support of the measure, do not at all tally with the assurances given | 


by the honourable members in their speeches. These forty or fifty extracts, 
with the exception of four or five, contain pobiing. which will appear censur- 

ven the four or five excep- 
tional extracts cannot be confidently condemned, because they appear in the 
form of translations and without their context. But, with the exception of 
these last, the rest are quite innocent.. Comments. quite similar, nay, often in- 
finitely more severe, appear daily not only in the Home papers, but in the 
English papers published in this country. If such matter 1s considered cen- 


surable and punishable by Government, then the liberty of the press has gone, - 
and the assurances given by the honourable members in their speeches\are 
without any meaning. -Moreover, in Mr. Stephen’s Act of 1870, the decision 
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"whether any Bsr matter was seditious or otherwise, was left to the law- : 


courts, and, therefore, there was no chance of any injustice being committed. 
_ But the present Act makes over the power of ausiding the question whether any 

given matter published is seditious or not, to the executive officers, and this 
renders the Act very fearful. The article concludes with an earnest prayer to 
Government to re-consider this section and to mend it in such a way as to ren- 
der its meaning clear and definite. (The same of the 11th April also has an 


article on the same subject. This time the writer points out the vagueness and 


ambiguous character of certain terms used in. clauses A. and B. of Section III. 
of the Act, and contrasts the loose and vague language of those clauses with 
that of Section 298, of Act 45 of 1860. It also points out the. mischief their 
--yagueness and ambiguity is calculated to cause to the public interests.) 


The Mahérdstra Mitra ( >) of = ee i gpg on - ; th in “a 
article, headed ‘The force of Imperial rule, or the 
| BE oe Drans, Penden mere Press Act,” laments over the misfortunes from which 
Government of India. Ac- this country is suffering. We, the Natives, are now 
cording to this writer, the living in adversity. We must be prepared to bear 
pie a ine hind any. sufferings which may fall to our lot. But the 
nglish per starve and wonder is that, under the British rule one is made to 
sinetces, it was vglye to suffer for the rang of — joey er 
gag the former and to leave paners only publish the translations of what originall 
— sachin a the English papers. But the English 
papers are allowed to continue as free as ever, and the vernacular papers, 
though innocent, are deprived of their liberty. Is not this punishing one for 
the faults of another? Any one can punish the helpless; but no one can think 
of injuring the powerful. The matter published in the English papers does 
not remain unknown to the people. Thus, it is hard to say what object Gov- 
ernment thinks it has secured by passing the present Vernacular Press Act. 
If Government and its officers think that they can deal with the ryots of this 
country just as they please, or can oppress them without there being any out- 
cry, they are mistaken. Government has only deprived itself, by enacting this 
law, of a valuable means of getting information regarding the condition, 
thoughts and feelings of the people. The writer then refers to the exceptional 
mode in which the Act in question was passed in one sitting, without observing 
the usual forms of procedure, and says that this extraordinary mode is one of 
the signs of imperialism which has been lately introduced. The Mitra also 
repeats the assertion made by several of its contemporaries that this 
and ruling classes. The article concludes by praising the 
as the best rule this country has ever had, or will ever have, and by stating 
that the people sincerely wish for its continuance and perpetuity. (The Bodha 
Sudhakar (6) of the 8rd April, but received on the 7th also has an editorial on 
the same subject, making observations very similar to those which have been 


made 4 other papers, and more fully noticed in the previous weekly sum- 
mares. : 


; a 
of the press will lead to the increase of oppression on the saintly 2 the official 
nglish Government 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 7th April is glad to learn from the Rést 


' Goftdr (49) which makes the statement on ‘ good 
Rt. BA pcr oe authority,” that Government shows hesitation in 
suppressed by Government bringing immediately into force the new Vernacular 


for the present, Press Act. After repeating the cause of this hesita- 


tion on the part of Government as mentioned by the 
Rast Goftér, the Mitra observes that it would be well were Government to sup- 
press this Act, instead of keeping it hanging over the heads of the verna- 

press for the present, Government may not wish to see criticisms made 
upon it. But the present is not the time for prohibiting them. And even 


ar this remark if it wants to preserve the law for the present, it may be 
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cobsidered to coramit « blunder. . The rale of Britain is a rule of indonesian 


to which laws like those enacted by Russia are not suited. It would be well 


were Government to give up its habit of passing in haste laws which affect the 
destiny of millions, es 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 11th April finds fault with His Lordshi 
the Archbishop of Calcutta for expressin al 


g. approv 
Condemns the a ex- of the Vernacular Press Act, in a lecture delivered by 


pressed by the Metropolitan Hi, Lordship last week before a meeting of the Liter- 
oe aolimatata tetany Bcblaty ary Club of Bhowéni hy The new Press Act, observes 
the Samdchdér, prohibits the Native press from writing 

not only against Government, but also against any religion or class of peo os 
y 


Though there exist in India many different religions differing considera 

in their views, the vernacular press does not find itself called upon to write as 
much about any of them, as it has to write about Christianity. The reason of 
this is that, the followers of other religions in India do not say or write or 
exert themselves against each other as much as the Christian priests say, write 
and exert themselves to convert men, women and children following other 
religions. ‘The Christian Missionaries in order to show the superiority of their 
own religion, describe all the indigenous religions of the country as lower than 
Christianity, as false and ‘edifices of superstition. ‘This leads the Native 
writers to retort, the same charges on Christianity. The new Vernacular Press 
Act prohibits the vernacular newspapers and books from writing against any 
religion, but puts no similar restraint on English newspapers and books. The 
result of this partial restraint is that, Christian Missionaries enjoy the freedom 
of making any criticisms they like on any of the Native religions through the 
English papers and books, while the Native writers have been deprived of 
similar liberty to write against Christianity through the medium of their 
vernaculars. Hence it would not be strange in the least if Christian priests 
showed great approval of the new Vernacular Press Act. The Christian priests 
outwardly show that they are not unwilling to hold religious discussions ; 
but that inwardly they dislike them may be inferred from the approval of 
the new Press Act by the Metropolitan. The Press Act is not beneficial to 
Christian priests or Missionaries as it is not so to Government. While 
Christian priests use the liberty of writing against Native religions, and 
and Native writers do not possess similar liberty to write against Christianity, 
the Natives will look upon the former with suppressed anger. Thus the Ver- 
nacular Press Act ought not to make the Christian priests glad thatit has been 
passed, The Samdchdr heartily and sincerely thanks Mr. Justice Jackson of 
the Calcutta High Court. who was the Chairman of the meeting, for having ex- 
pressed his strong disapproval of the remarks made by the Metropolitan at a 
meeting of a Literary Club. 


The Rdst Goftdér (49) ‘- the 7th April ina acy headed, 7. free sehr 
_ advocating press gagging,” laments over the approva 

eee axpeaned 2 the owen of England of the new Verna- 
Home press have approved of cular Press Act of the Government of India. This 
the new Vernacular PressAct Act was published on the same day both here and in 
a ge ees seoeees to England, and the press of the latter country com- 
N01 Ra mented upon it the day it was passed by the Govern- 
ment of India. The same day also a telegram was received here from the Gov- 
ernment of England, approving of the measure. We expected that the press of 
England which itself tastes the delicious fruit of freedom, would appreciate the 
freedom of the Indian press, and would grant redress from the latest wilfulness 


of the new imperialism. But it is very astonishing that the free press of 


England approves of keeping, the vernacular press of India in a condition like 


that of slavery. With the exception of the Spectator, all the other BE ete 
: ernacular 


England received by the last mail, unanimously pronounce the new 
Press Act as a just measure ; unjustly denounce not only a portion 
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whole of the vernacular press as seditious; charge it with making a wrong use 
of its freedom; and advise its immediate suppression. Thus England has 


committed herself to the side of Government before India has gone to her for 


redress against the loss of her dearest right, the freedom of her press. 


The Yajddn Parast (51) of the 7th po in alluding to the approval ex- 
pressed by the Home papers of the Vernacular Press 


Observations on the approv- ‘A ct, of the Government of India, observes that while 
al of the new Vernacular 


Press Act bytheHomepapers. *he Anglo-Indian press, with the exception of one or 

oo _ two papers, and the whole of the vernacular press 
condemn the law, the Home papers support the measure. They believe that 
this gagging Act will be beneficial to the Natives. Some of them even go so 
far as to suppose that it is approved of even by the Natives themselves. It is 
to be regretted that these thoughts and suppositions of the English press have 
been expressed in haste, and without ascertaining the feelings of the people of 
. this country on the subject. They have, without becoming aware of the senti- 
- ments of the Natives, delivered their opinion on the subject, and have, thereby, 
misled the people of England. The new Press Act not only deprives the ver- 
nacular press of its freedom, but destroys the liberty of all the Native subjects 
of the British crown, cuts their tongues and sews up their mouths. It is to be 
regretted that the Home papers without making an attempt to ascertain the 
thoughts of the Natives regarding such a law, have delivered their opinion in the 
dark. And if the Bombay Association neglects to submit a petition to parlia- 
ment as is intended by it, that neglect should also be considered, a sign of 
the misfortune of the Natives. : 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 4th April, 
but received on the 7th, writing from Okhdmandal, 
A zat et ree —, states that on account of an absence of the former 
granting relisfto the Cha. Tains of last year, the land of that district did not 
rans of the Okh4mandal dis. produce any crops, and, consequently, the poor people 
tricts, who are suffering con- thereof are lleaihe from a scarcity of food grains. 
resto from a scarcity of Some of them suffer much from the pangs of starva- 
iy Aeon tion for two or three days together, and then die. 
The Chérans are the greatest sufferers from the distress. The Wadghars come 
next to them. The writer has heard that the Baroda administration has open- 
ed the work of constructing a road between Ahmedabad and Deesa, and has 
employed five hundred Waghars on that work, which is* conducted under the 
control of the political officers of Okhémandal. Nothing, however, has been 
done for the Charans, whose sufferings are greater than those experienced by 
the Waghars. . The writer hopes the Baroda administration will do something 
for the relief of the Chérans 0 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 16th April 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 15th April has an article, headed, ‘‘Is there. 
any necessity for Parliament exercising. supervision 
Advocates that Parliament over (the administration of) India?” . During the 
should exercise its controlin last twenty years since the Government of this coun- 
settling questions involving try has been assumed by the Crown and the Parlia- 
great and general principles | | 
of the policy and administra. ment, that great and wise Assembl y. has not conferred 
tion of the Government of any great boon on this country, which its people will 
this country. remember with gratitude for a long time. In truth, 
we as far as India is concerned, the Pasliomen’, the Secre- 
tary of State, and the Government of India are practically always one. Some 
even maintain that Parliament should not interfere with the administration of 
this country, because it cannot do so beneficially. The Indu Prakdsh admits 
there is much force and truth in the above opinion; but contends that Parlia- 
ment should exercise its control in settling great and important questions of 
general policy and administration, It then refers to the discussion which re- 
cently took place in Parliament on the new License and Salt Duties, and on the 
new Press Act, and gives a summary of those discussions. 


The same, in an article, headed, “‘ If reduction is to be made in the Edu- 
cational Department, where should it commence ?”’ 
Advocates the employment Advocates the employment of competent Natives as 
of competent Nativesas Edu- Fducational Inspectors, on salaries smaller than now 
cational Inspectors, on the . ‘ . , 
ground both of policy and given to the European incumbents of those posts. 
of economy. According to this writer, four Native Educational In- 
spectors on salaries of six hundred rupees each, and 
an Assistant Educational Inspector drawing two hundred rupees attached to 
the Central Division, will be able to do all the work now done by the Director 
and the Inspectors. The colleges should correspond directly with Government. 
The correspondence with Government in the matter of schools should be con- 
ducted by the Inspector of the Central Division, who should receive five hun- 
dred rupees more for this additional work. If Natives are found competent to 
conduct the duties of Masters of High Schools, they can, certainly, be entrusted 
with those of inspecting and examining schools. The example of the Berars is 
also adduced in support of the above suggestions. Reference is also made to | 
the old and general complaints of the Natives, that they are not allowed a fair -= 
share in the administration of their own country, and to the schemes which are q 


said to be under contemplation of the great authorities to remove those com- 
plaints. | 


The Arunodaya (11) of the 14th April, in an article, headed, ** Popular 
thoughts about the license-tax,” after alluding to the 
sence a suggestion for the petition recently submitted by the people of Tanna to 
uction of the existing re Sleek . 7 1; : 
number of revenue officers in oVernment against the imposition of the new license 
the districts. tax, observes that one of the prayers of the petitioners 
is that, if Government wants more money, it should 
obtain it not by imposing new taxes, but by exercising a greater economy in 
the State expenditure. The Arunodaga is aware of the great difficulties which 
exist in the way of this prayer being complied with; yet it thinks the prayer 
reasonable, and hopes that the wise authorities will bestow careful and due 
attention to this suggestion. The writer tries to show that the existing revenue 
department is susceptible of much economy. The revenue survey and settle- 
ment has considerably reduced the revenue work properly so called, and, there- 
fore, in his opinion, the present number-of revenue officers ean be safely reduced: 
A Collector with a Native Assistant, a Deputy and a Supernumerary Assistant, 
1s quite enough for the present work. The suggestion, if carried out, would, no 
doubt, injuriously affect the interests of the Mabpaus service. But, if the 
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welfare of the population is to be attended to, the European officers will mag- 
nanimously put up with the loss ; and the Arunodaya has no doubt that they 
will shserielly consent to do so, © : 

The same, in another article, headed ‘‘ The license-tax and the 

_ Surat,” observes that if it be true that, in 

Observations in regard to returns offensive questions were put to the 
the recent riot at Surat in 


h der that th Vind boas 
a ; there is no wonder that they were excited and became 
aes. J Seapeaimeains angry. They thought that they were too poor to pay 


le of 


any fresh taxes ; and, in order to show the authorities 


the earnestness of their conviction, they resorted to their old and time-honored 
mode of making a demonstration by closing their shops and stopping business 
in the town. It may be avery foolish proceeding; but.it is an old method of 
obtaining redress. The Arunodaya asserts that, though stones were thrown 
and officers struck, it was no rising against the authorities in any sense of the 
word. The writer compares it to the demonstration made some years ago by 
the manufacturers of lucifermatches against a proposed increase ina tax on 
their trade. He deplores that the mob was fired upon. The English army 
fires only on the enemies of the Crown, not on its subjects. Thus it appears 
that both the people and the authorities were wrong on this unhappy occasion. 
‘Government is requested to deal mercifully and generously with the misguided 


offenders. The people also are exhorted to learn a lesson of moderation and 
wisdom from this sad error of the Surtis. 


The Shiwdjt (29) of the 12th April, but received on the 14th, in an article 
headed, ** The trades’ license-tax and the riot at 
Condemns the unlawful 


ial Saitek cnuliach eh Wie Surat,” after noticing the riot recently committed by 
people of Surat; but observes the people of Surat, observes that itis pure madness 


that the authorities also on the part of the people of Surat to suppose that, by 


deserve aportionoftheblame their lawless conduct, they could prevail against the 
Mee g matter, for passing mighty British Government and gain their object. 
ill-advised and obnoxious M “yr : 

le oreover, the British Government is not only very 

mighty ; it is also kind and reasonable. It 1s ever 
willing to hear what its subjects have to say against its measures. It is true 
that it does not always grant'the requests of the people. But this non-com- 
pliance is not the result of indifference or disregard on the part of Government 
for the welfare of its subjects; but it is to be attributed to an honest difference 
between the views of Government and those of the people. In the opinion of 
the writer in the Shiwdji, there is, of course, no necessity for imposing the new 
taxes. If more money be required, it can be obtained by exercising greater 
economy in the State expenditure. But the Indian authorities cannot be ex- 
pected to adopt measures injuriously affecting their own interests. The writer 
also refers to the alleged unfair character of the new imposts, and asserts that 
the Honourable Sir John Strachey and other supporters of the new burdens 
are responsible, in a great measure, for these unhappy popular riots. The con- 
duct of the Surtis is, no doubt, highly censurable ; but the blame attaching to 
it is much mitigated by the unavoidable ignorance of the masses who were 
chiefly concerned in the foolish crime. The Bodha Sudhakdr (6) of the 10th 
April, but received on the 14th, condemns the Surtis for their foolish and law- 
less conduct, but strongly blames Government also for imposing the unfair and 
and obnoxious license-tax on the ryots, already exhausted and reduced to great 


wretchedness by a dire famine, and for not heeding the popular voice raised 


from all sides against the measure.) 


The Kashta Wildsini (30) of the 16th April has an article, headed, “If India 


: f. 
ie ee ee happy, the whole world is happy.” ‘The article, as 


hte usual with this paper, is very rambling, and having 

orig ene pro” very little connection among the different paras. of _ 
which it consists. After the first two paras., which | 

have no apparent connection with each other or with the heading, and which 
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contain some very trite platitudes, the writer gives an old and foolish story of a - 
king, who believed all his or ty to be happy on the report of his favourite - 
barber, while, in truth, the whole ay was suffering from extreme anarchy _ 
and oppression. ‘This king is induced by a stratagem of his minister to open a 
his eyes to the real condition of the State ; and, in order to strike terror among 
the evil-doers, severely punishes his own son, whose crime happens to come —— 
before him. After this story, the writer in the Kashta Wildsint observes that, — a 
last year laklis of people died from famine; and it is but just that those who are 4 
responsible for this loss, should be severely punished to inspire terror into others. —F-F 
For, India having food enough for four years, this loss was the result of simple q 
neglect and hard-heartedness. At present there is a dire famine in China; 
but there neither the king nor the people can be blamed. For there is no 
corn in the country. When India is happy in all things, the whole world be- 
comes happy. But if India is afflicted, the whole world becomes distracted. 

After these silly assertions, the writer gives another long silly story, in which 
a very beautiful woman, the wife of a poor man, is coveted and forcibly taken 
away for the purposes of lust, first by a police constable, then by a chief con- 
stable, then by his superior, and so on, till, at last, the woman goes to the 
palace of the ting who employs her husband in some mean offices. The story 
contains several foolish and vulgar expressions. The@case of India is like that 
of this beautiful woman. 


The Surya Prakdsh (43) of the 13th April, but received on the 14th, states 
pice a ~ under the head “ Local,” that it is said “— pa 
oged ciscovery ora large ~digging in the house of Edalji Kd4wasji Modi o 
See oe Beal = Khambdat (Cambay), a treasure hive of about seven 
wasji Modi of Cambay. y 
_ lakhs of rupees has been found. ‘The rupees were 
found deposited in China jars. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 11th April, 

but received on the 14th, writing from Modasa, states 

Requests to senda vacci- that many children have died in that town from small- i 
ss nag hae Palace ox, but a vaccinator has not yet visited the place. : 
from small-por. he writer requests the Superintendent of Vaccination : 
of the district to send a vaccinator soon. 


The Bombay Samdchér (46) of the 13th April, but received on the 15th, in 

a _ Yeferring to the wish expressed by His Excellency i 
the ten cl cick on , the Governor, in his address at the recent public dis- : 4 
‘4 the achools. in Pha ng tribution of prizes to the students of the Alexandra 
under the arrangements made Girls’ School, that it would be well were this insti- 
at i agtin to such instita- tution brought under the superintendence of the Gov- 
mr gy Educational De- grmment Inspector of Education; observes that the 
oe Sir Jamsetjee Jejeebhdi Girls’ Schools and one or two 
other schools are already under the superintendence of that Officer ; and it is said 
that it is the opinion of Colonel Waddington, the Acting Director of Public In- 
struction, that the schpols of the Jarthoshati Girls’ Schools Committee should also 
come under the superintendence of the Educational Department. All this shows 
that the Government of Bombay is willing to bring under the superintendence 
Of the Educational Department all the girls’ schools of Bombay. ‘The Samdchdr 
sees several benefits from placing under the superintendence of the Educational 
Department these girls’ schools, and briefly describes those advantages. But, 
on the other hand, it sees cause to take an objection in one particular which is 
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not unimportant. There ought to be, observes the Samdchdr, a vast difference “Tt 
between the education of boys and that of girls’ but the Educational Depart- 4 s 
ment observes no difference. between them. The same method and the same — «= 
standards of education are adopted in the case of boys and of girls, and this ee ce 
arrangement is objectionable, firstly, as to the books of tuition. The books co 
which the boys are taught are placed in the hands of girls. This is for three a 


reasons objectionable in the case of girls. In the first place there are many + 


sd 
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lessons in these books which are little useful to girls; secondly, some lessons 
there are which do not appear fit for reading by girls, and on these the Samd- 
_ char has commented before ; and, thirdly, there are no lessons in these books 
such as are specially required for the proper education of girls. Again, arith- 
metic, geography, grammar, history, &c., are taught from books written for _ 
the use of boys, in a method in which the boys are taught. This also is objec- 
tionable. The boys are.taught these subjects in such a manner that they take 
a long time to obtain a complete ciowiedse of them. This is not objection- 
able in their case, as they learn in the English schools fora long time. But 
the girls, as a rule, study in schools, whether taught by male or female teachers, 
for a short time only. The girls are married at an early age and give up at- 
tending schools at about the age of fourteen. Under the present arrangement 
the girls know not after leaving schools much of any subject except a little 
reading and writing. ‘T’hus the girls do not get true education in the school. 
For these reasons, if the Educational Department wishes to take under its 
superintendence all the girls’ schools of the city of Bombay, it should, before 
taking charge of them, make special arrangements for the education of girls, 
and remove the defects of it noticed above. If that department is not prepar- 
ed to do this, it is better to leave the schools in the hands of those persons who 
manage them at present; because some subjects suitable to the proper edu- 
cation of girls are taught on a small seale in these schools; but if these schools 
pass into the hands of Government, those, subjects will, most probably, be given 
up under the nie arrangements of the Educational Department in regard 
to girls’ schools. in general. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Surat under date 11th April, 
, observes that all the people of other places are asto- 
_ Mentions the causes which, nished to see that the quiet people of Surat closed 
le the opinion of the writer, their shops and business from the 1st April, and com- 
ed to the closing of the shops ‘ : ; 
and business, and subsequent M™itted a riot on the Sth instant. Several European 
riot in Surat. officers who have lived sometime in Surat, and are 
more or less acquainted with the condition of the 
Surtis, are also equally astonished at these sad occurrences which have soiled 
the character of the people of this town. The strangers and the abovemen- 
tioned European officers suppose that the Surtis have committed these things 
at the instigation of some designing persons, or have been led to do them by 
some fanciful cause. There is, however, observes the writer, no cause for 
making these suppositions, as the causes of the closing of business by these 
people are quite plain. Before mentioning these causes, it 1s necessary to ob- 
serve that, for sometime past all the people of Surat, whether high or low, have 
ceased to be under the control of any person or class of persons. The lower 
classes do not show, as they did before, respect to the Shetids, and look upon 
them with contempt, as they consider them (the Shetids) the constant flatterers 
of Government. Nor is there any reckless person in Surat who would take a 
lead in such fearful acts as the closing of business and a riot. The so-called 
Shetids or leaders are merely nominal; they have neither the requisite power 
nor courage. The following are the true causes of the closing of shops and 
_ business by the Surtis: 1s#—In the month of March forms were placed either 
_ by the Municipality or by Government in the hands of young lads, for collect- 
ing information from the people, and there were fourteen questions of minute 
enquiries. The people were frightened by the filling up of these forms, as well 
as by the apprehension and punishment with imprisonment of two persons resid- 
ing in Saldbatpurd. 2ndly.—No explanation was given to the people as to how, 
and on whom, the license-tax seahl be imposed, before the coming into opera- 
tion of the law, as was done in the case of the late income-tax.. This matter 
was explained to them by w notification after their closing their shops and 
business for a few days, but it had no effect as the state of affairs in Surat was 
already disturbed. 3rdiy.—The license-tax falls more heavily on the Surtis 
than on the people of other cities and towns, for reasons which the writer pro- 
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mises to mention some other time. 4¢h/y.—Simultaneously with this tax the 
Municipality of Surat imposed new taxes on some articles, and increased the 
rates of the old taxes on some others ; and this frightened the people more, and 
they wrongly believed that other taxes would be levied on some articles of 


general consumption. 5thily.—The 
employment among the 


verty of and the want of remunerative 


eople. These five causes brought on the closing of 


shops and business from which arose the riot. , 
The Bombay Samachar (46) of the 16th April, observes that while it was 


Observations on the report 
that the Government of Ben- 
gal called upon the printer 
of the Sahachar newspaper 
to enter into a bail-bond un- 
der the new Vernacular Press 
Act, and that the latter re- 
fused to give such a bond, 
and consequently the paper 
has ceased to exist. 


believed in Bombay that Government did not intend 
bringing into force at once the new Vernacular Press 
Act, ourselves showed hesitation to accept that belief, 
and a telegram received from Calcutta stating that the 
law has been brought into force in regard to a verna- 
cular newspaper in Bengal, and that paper has ceased 
to exist; shows that we were not wrong in entertain- 
ing a belief opposed to the general supposition. After 
stating that the Police Commissioner of Calcutta is 
said to have asked the printer of the Sahachar news- 


Paes es Fi 
* eet tae Hn) 
: ee ee PRON Fe eee My Sar emg we ate 
" : 2 SLOG yA ae Sie eee 
Te NO EE eS OE oe Oe Ee FLO ES REN LER Sees SAAN PTA hee OT MAE Oe a er Sh SB Ae eS 
SRS NEAT i Maan ine a take Bik aca i ii Sauce Mareen eT ee ee “ 3 


pee 


paper to enter into a bail-bond for five hundred rupees, and the latter to have 
refused to give such a binding, and that the paper has, consequently ceased to 
exist, the Samdchdr observes that it does not know the Sahachar newspaper, 
and consequently cannot give any opinion about it. However, as stated in the 
telegram abovementioned, the printer of the Sahachar asserts that it is a first 
class paper, that it is read by the educated classes, and that it always contains 
loyal matter. Whatever may be the truth of these assertions of the printer, if 
he has been justly called upon to pass the bail-bond, there is nothing to object, 
since it is necessary that seditious writings should be prohibited. But the same 
telegraphic news states that when called upon to enter into a bail-bond, the 
printer of the Sahachar was not informed of the reason which has led Govern- 
ment to take the course it has adopted with regard to his paper, and to what 
particular writing in that paper the Government objected. This creates both 
great wonder and anxious apprehension. We, however, doubt the truth of the 
above assertions, because, it cannot be believed that the Government of Bengal 
would exercise so much harshness. If such a course as is alleged to have been 
adopted by the Bengal Government, is taken towards the vernacular papers, a 
fear arises of almost all the vernacular papers ceasing to exist. But 1t cannot 
be believed that the Government of India has enacted the new Vernacular Press 
Act with the object that the existence of these papers should be imperilled. If 
it had such an object, it would have enacted a short and terse law, merely stating 
that Government had assumed by the Act the power of prohibing, whenever it 
liked, the’ publication of any vernacular newspaper. But the object of Govern- 
ment is not such, and ‘it has not, therefore, enacted such a law. Its object is 
that not the least peril should befal such papers ‘as are written with due discri- 
mination and loyalty, and that those which are written indiscreetly should be 
compelled to adopt the course of due discrimination. Hence it connot be believ- 
ed that the harshness alleged in the abovementioned telegram to have been 
exercised towards the Sahachar newspaper, has really been committed. 


The Jéme Jamsed (47) of the 13th April, but received on the 15th, suggests 
the appointment, if not permanently, at least for the 


Suggests the appointment ee eee | 
of Mr. Dosébhéj Pedi, A first year, of Mr. Dosdbhdi Framji as Assessor and 


not permanently, at least for Collector of the new license-tax in the city of Bombay, 
ayear, as the Assessor and and makes a suggestion in regard to the imposition of 
Collector of the new license- 
tax sobbagee; | and makes a 
suggestion with regard to th ; 
pe loc od thin tae Aa m communicate to others the 


mofussil of this Presidency. 


Jdéme Jamsed observes that the people object more to 
iculars of their private 


incomes than to pay the tax itself. It is said that the 
cause of the great irritation shown by the Surtis 


the same tax in the mofussil of this Presidency. The. 
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the people of Bombay ; . orn 
ged in collecting information regarding the incomes of the people. Govern- 


mg them. Though no similar forms are required to be filled in by 
f Bombay, the subordinates of the License-tax Department are en- 


ment need not be told that this tax should be imposed and collected without 
giving any cause of complaint to the people. Bearing this in mind, Mr. Dosé- 
- phdi Frdémji ought to be appointed as the Assessor and Collector of the new tax. 
By this suggestion the Jdme Jamsed does not mean to detract in the least 
from the officers who have been already entrusted with that work. Mr. Dosé- 
bhai carried on for many years the work of the late income-tax and the late 
license-tax in Bombay to the great satisfaction of Government as well as the 
eople of Bombay, and has, thereby, obtained a close and intimate acquaintance 
with all the people of Bombay, and a good knowledge about their incomes. 
After alluding to the great satisfaction expressed by Government with the work 
done by Mr. Dosdbhai F'rémji as Income-tax and License-tax Collector, the Jéme 
Jamsed observes that the sensible portion of the people of Bombay regret to see 
Mr. Dosdbhai has not been appointed to assess and collect the new tax. But, 
very probably, Mr. Dosdbhai’s appointment is not made, because the income 
from the new tax will be so small as not to permit charging to it the large 
salary at present received by him. But bearing in mind the fact that this tax 
ought to be collected without giving the people any cause of complaint, the 
consideration of Mr. Dosdbhdi’s large salary ought not to have come in the wa 
of his appointment. If, however, his permanent appointment to that work ean- 
not be made on the above ground, he should be nominated to do the work for 
one year at least. It is not too late as yet to appoint him to that work, and 
the Viens Jamsed hopes Government will not neglect to doit. The Jdéme Jam- 
sed then makes a suggestion with regard to the assessment of this tax in the 
mofussil of this Presidency. The people object to make public their private 


incomes. ‘The requisition made on the people of Surat for filling in license- - 


tax forms distributed among them, is said to have frightened the ignorant 
people of that town, and consequently the authorities cancelled those forms. 
If it be possible, the people should not,be called upon to fill in any forms; but 
the authorities should make a considerate estimate of the income of each person, 
and place him according to that estimate in one of the classes given in the Act, 
and levy the tax from him. Ifany person objects to pay it according to this 
assessment, an enquiry should be made into his income, and he should be re- 
assessed accordingly. This mode of assessment might, perhaps, realize a little 
less from the tax than would be realized by the other method ; but it is dis creet 
to keep the people pleased by making a little sacrifice of money. 


The Rést Goftdr (49) of the 14th yy in a leader, headed, “ Points for 
enquiry about the Surat riots,” requests Government 


Suggesting points of en- +t) make enquiries on certain points in connection 


quiry in connection with the 


“recent riot at Surat. with the recent riot at Surat. The Rdst Goftdr 


observes that it must repeat here the suspicion it ex- 
pressed on a former occasion, when noticing the riot, that some particular per- 
sons secretly incited the sedition. And Government ought to detect and appre- 
hend them first. It must be admitted, with regret, that an increase is taking 
place in the number of certain classes of people who are djsappointed with the 
British Government, and they search for pretexts to ‘spread disaffection among 
the loyal people. But, on the other hand, it is true that the rioters of Surat 
found pretexts for creating the disturbance ; and the blame of furnishing those 
pretexts lies on certain authorities of that town. Enquiry on this point also 
should be made. In the first place the authorities delayed in bringing the 
License-tax Act into operation, and issued objectionable forms for collecting 
information in connection with the tax. ‘The form is said to have consisted of 
fourteen columns requiring information not only about the trade and income of 
& person, but also about his caste, children, furniture, horse and carriage, cattle, 
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| ; this tax, was their unwillingness to fill in the license-tax, forms distri- 
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implements, spinning wheels, ghee and butter. This form out-does the forms 


_ issued about the late income-tax, which tax has not been resorted to by Gov-. 
ernment as it leads to the asking of unpleasant questions. Again, these forms 
were distributed among the people of Surat in the name of the Municipality of 
- that town ; but it is said that the Municipal Corporation had no knowledge of 
them, and it objects to pay the printing charges of the 25,000 copies of the 
form. Again, the forms were distributed among the people through naughty 
school boys who frightened the ignorant people. At this time the Municipa- 
lity increased the town duties, and thus increased the fright of the le. 
The Municipal Commissioners of Surat being themselves rich, did not think of 
imposing taxes on rich people, and increased the burden of taxation on articles 
of consumption of the poor people. For this improper act of theirs these Com- 
missioners deserve to be dismissed from the Commission. Lastly, it-is com- 
plained that the military sepoys fired bullets when putting down the riot, and 
it is said innocent persons have been killed, and that without doing this the 
sepoys could have put down the disturbance. The law is that in a riot, before 
making use of the fire-arms of the military, the * Riot Act” must be publicl 

read, and if, after its reading, the riot does not subside, fire-arms may be used. 
If guns have been used in the riot at Surat before reading the “ Riot Act” out 


to the people, an illegal act has been done. Enquiries on all these points 
should be made. | 


The Guzerat Samdchdr (68) of the 18th April, but received on the 15th, in 

closing an account of the recent closing of shops and 

States that several good business and the subsequent riot in the town of Surat, 

people of Surat have left it observes that several good people of that town have 

pray ion. from rascals, Jeft it, and gone to reside at Bombay, Poona, Bassein 

| em with get- : : ; 

ting them into a scrape in 0d other. Msn The reason of their doing so is 

connection with the recent that several rascals threaten good people to report 

Fi0k. them to the police (as having been concerned in the 

'  niot), if they (the rascals) are not paid certain sums. 

Such threats have frightened the good people who have been obliged to leave 

their town for no fault of theirs, and have created a holiday for the rascals. 

The writer requests the authorities to release on bail the persons apprehended 
and confined (in connection with the riot). 


The new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Dnydén Prakdsh (8) of the 15th April, has again a long leader on the 

2 | Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 

_ Observations on Sections This time the Dnydn Prakdsh shows, at some length, 
sy 2 ot =a hy hge sun, the injustice and the probable evil results of Section 
ieaccintens of 1 mers °° 10 of the above Act. This section provides that if a 
_ book or any matter printed in any of the vernacular 
languages of British India, contains a word or a sign prohibited by Section 
érd of this Act, clauses A. and B., all the property belonging to the printing 
establishment which has printed that book or matter is liable to be seized and 
sold, and the proceeds forfeited to Government, While such a law is in force, 


no ponting establishment can consider itself safe. The very astonishing thing 
in t 


is provision is that, it provides no punishment whatever for the real offender, 


the author of the obnoxious book or of the printed matter, and only punishes 
heavily the innocent printer who follows his profession simply for his livelihood. 
‘Those who follow the prof€ssion of printers in this country are not generally 


very educated men, and they are not able to judge for themselves what matter 


is really objectionable, and what is otherwise. It is true that the author of a 
book is hi 
under ot 


liable to be prosecuted and’ punished under Act 45 of 1870, and | 
nder other Acts; but the wonder is that the real offender is to be dealt with — 
according to the general laws, while the comparatively innocent printers are to’ 
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be sunmarily punished under a special Act. In the long 


10 


hes which were 
made by our law-makers on the occasion of passing this new law, there occurs 
not a word in justification of making this Act applicable to the printing of 
common books. This new law, the Dnydn Prakdsh is afraid, will destroy the 

rofession of printing books. For, it has made that profession extremely risky. 

he Dnydn Prakdsh is sure that the legislators never meant this result from 
their handi-work. It is nevertheless sure to follow from it. The writer then 


dwells, at some length, on the importance of creating and fostering a healthy | 
vernacular literature ; alludes to the praiseworthy efforts of the British Govern- 


ment in this direction ; and expresses his gratitude for the same; but deplores 
that Government has changed this beneficient course, and has adopted a retro- 
grade one. In his opinion, under this new law the case of the vernacular books 
is even worse than that of the vernacular newspapers. The latter can, at least, 
consult the Censor whom the Government may appoint in a case of difficulty ; 
but the forraer have not even that poor advantage. The writer then alludes to 
Section 16 of the new law, and condemns it as very unjust. He observes 
that one of the great excellences of the British rule is that, it is willing to be 
ruled and guided by the same tribunals which dispense justice to the meanest 
of its subjects. The privilege which is vouchsafed to the worst and blackest 
of criminals, is refused to the poor printers of the vernacular books and news- 


| ea Here allusion is made to the formal trial by a law court and a jury of 


her Ali, the execruble assassion of Lord Mayo, and it is asked, are the pub- 
lishers of the vernacular newspapers considered even more wicked than that 
fiend in human form? The Dnydn Prakdsh cannot believe that Government 
thinks so, and concludes with humble prayer to the Government to give the 


power of carrying out the provisions of this Act to regular courts of law, and 
not to entrust it to the executive authorities. 


The same of the 18th April has an article, headed, ‘‘ The alleged ‘ treason- 
able’ extracts from the vernacular newspapers.” ‘T’he 
Observations on the 150 more he thinks of Act IX. of 1878, says the writer, 
extracts selected by the Gov- : ‘ : 
ernment of India in support ‘he more he is astonished at it. Government itself 
of the-new Press Act. The seems quite convinced that the vernacular press pub- 
patel i oo thee er lishes seditious writings, and, in order to convince the 
extracts are en are advise “ : : > mn 2 
toiieieieine Wiis extehote world of the same thing, and to justify itself in its 
with the original articles, and ©Ye8, Government has been pleased to publish 150 
explain their sense. The extracts from the vernacular newspapers. Let us now 
ir na” Prakash particularly gee what these extracts are, and how far they justify 
fends its own extract in the measure of Government. Of the 150 extracts, 39 
the selection, , ‘ ‘ 
belong to the vernacular papers of this Presidency, 


and are taken from 19 papers. The justification of making the new Act app | 


cable to this Presidency depends on the nature of these extracts. In consider- 
ing this subject it must be observed, first, that these extracts are English 
summaries of the vernacular articles and without contexts; and, consequently, 
they are not sufficient to form a correct estimate of the real character of the 
original articles. Every impartial person knows that when any matter is 
translated from one language into another it often changes for better or worse 
by that process. The writer in the Dnydn Prakash, therefore, advises those of 
his contemporaries whose articles are included among the 150 extracts, to com- 
‘pare these summaries with the original articles to explain their true meaning. 

‘he Dnydn Prakdsh is not to be understood by this advise to mean that the 
officer who has prepared these extracts has done his work carelessly. But it is 
quite natural to suppose that there may have been mistakes in preparing these 


extracts, and, therefore, the above suggestion is not unreasonable. Section 3rd _ 


of Act IX. divides the objectionable matter into four heads ;:—1st, matter likely 
to create disaffection ; 2nd, to create antipathy. among the people of different 


races or of religions ; 8rd, matter intimidating any person or persons in order — 
to extort money, &c., from him or them; and 4th, matter threatening Govern- 
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ment officers, and thereby preventing them from performing their duties, &c. 
The 150 extracts, however, are not divided under these heads showing under 
what head each of them comes. With the exception of five or six of them, 
none of these 39 Bombay extracts can be brought under any of these four heads. 
On the contrary several of these extracts actually praise Government, and are 
calculated to create affection among the people for the British Government. 
The writer then more particularly notices the extract from the Dnydn Prakash, 
and after re-translating the extract into Mardthi, admits, with extreme pleasure, 
that the above extract, though not a literal translation of the original article, 
renders all its sense very properly and accurately. But the Dnyan Prakash is 
entirely unable to discover the reason of Government including this extract 
among its selection. Properly speaking the matter of this extract does not 
fall under any of the four heads into which the matter prohibited by Section 
3rd of the new Act is divided. The extract highly praises the impartiality and. 
the sense of justice of Government, and contains not a single word calculated 
to create a feeling of disaffection against it. As for the three remaining heads, 
the extract in question has no connection whatever with them. Most of the 
remaining extracts from other papers are also of an innocent character. The 
few extracts which are really of a more or less objectionable nature, belong to 
papers of little weight, and of a-very small circulation. It is not right in Gov- 
ernment to take notice of the extracts of these few obscure prints, and to pass 
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a law on their strength, 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 10th April, but received on the 14th, also 
ii a a has a long but very rambling article on the above 
ray Pah Bia | Act. The article, however, contains no remark or 
argument which has not appeared in the other news- 
est and has not been noticed more fully in the summaries of the previous 
weeks. 
The Kiran (9) of the 14th April, in an article, headed ‘“‘ Act IX.; or an 
_. Act to curtail the liberty of the press,” observes that 
BE os ty ica oe 28 Government professes to have two objects in passing 
eis ' “* this Act; firstly, to obtain a greater control over the 
writings in the vernacular press; and, secondly, to 
prevent that press from publishing matter calculated to create disaffection 
against Government in the minds of the ignorant masses. To estimate the 
necessity of the first object is rather a difficult and dangerous task; yet it 
being our duty to inform the authorities of the popular views on this subject, 
we must Bie sping that task. Even Government itself must admit the fact that 
the conduct of Government towards the ryots is not as it should be, and, 
therefore, a feeling of disaffection is being produced in their minds. Here 
the writer gives the substance of a reply alleged to have been given by 
Lord Salisbury to a deputation from the people of Manchester which waited 
on His Lordship, to pray him to abolish the Indian duties on their cloth im- 
ported into India. in this reply His Lordship is represented to have pointed 
out the inadvisability of increasing the taxes on the ryots of this country 
socal. and of augmenting the duty on salt. From these alleged views 
of the late Secretary of State for India, the Kiran argues that the new 
taxes have been imposed on the ryots of this country in spite of the expressed 
conviction of the greatest authority that these ryots are not able to bear an 
increased taxation. What wonder is there then that.a feeling of discontent 
should spread among the people? It is notorious what deplorable results have 
been produced by the new license-tax at Surat, Tanna, &c. ; and it is feared 
discontent might be produced in the same manner in all places. Poona is not 
a place of much trade, and, therefore, this tax is not sure to produce evil results 


here, The Acts which create discontent among the people having been brought _ 


into force, there is no doubt of the minds of us, the ryots being discontented. 
We do not know what this feeling of discontent will incline the people to do ; 
but this is certain that, as the sense of gratitude towards Government for the 
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great benefits it has conferred, is very lively among us, we can never be induced 


to act against our Government. The popular riots at Supa, Surat, &c., are dis- 


turbances raised by hungry people to obtain food. They have not the least 
political meaning in them. If we are not to express our grievances through the 
press, through what other means are we to convey our complaints to the autho- 
rities ? Government may load us with whatever burden it likes, and refuse to 
grant us redress; but are we not allowed even to speak out ? Is this just ? What- 
ever little knowledge the authorities in England have of the condition and the 
grievances of the people of this country, is the result of a free native press ; and 
thus the native press is an advantage, and not an evil. As for the native press 
creating a feeling of disaffection among the people, the Kiran once more refers 
to the often-repeated facts of the general masses of this nage 2 being notori- 

idiculously small 
circulation of the vernacular papers; and of the utter want of any influence of 
the newspapers among the common people, The writer also repudiates the 
charge that the native papers intimidate and extort money from the Native 
Chiefs, and declares that it is groundless, 


The same has another article, headed, ‘‘ What do the people now think 
about their present rulers?” It is a very rambling 

N'ries to explainand defend Fticle. It is meant to explain and defend the views 
the remarks it has made in the Kiran has expressed in the articles, the summaries 
its articles, the summaries of of which are included in the 150 extracts selected by 


which are included among’ the Government of India, and published in support of 


the 150 extracts selected and 
published by the Government 
of India in support of the 
new Vernacular Press Act. 


the new Vernacular Press Act. The article under notice 
re-produces, though without quotation marks, some of 
the remarks appearing in those articles, and tries to 


defend them on the ground that they are popular 
sentiments which the Kiran thought it its duty as a public journal to bring to 
the notice of the authorities. It denies any intention on its part to produce a 
feeling of disaffection against Government among the people. It only wanted 


to draw the attention of Government to what the people believe to be their 


grievances, and to their prayer to remove them. It cannot see any sedition in 
its writings included in the 150 extracts. 


The Shiwdji (29) of the 12th April, but received on the 14th, in once more 
| writing on the Vernacular Press Act of the Govern- 
Laments over the ground- ment of India, observes that it is much to be regret- 


less suspicion alleged to have ae to 
hide cot atent te Gewese. ted that Government should persist in entertaining 


% suspicions regarding the loyalty of the Natives, and 
none Wie ooee abu believe that they who stood stacith and firm in their 
allegiance in the stirring times of the mutiny of 1857, 
should turn out disloyal in these times of profound peace, in consequence of 
the trashy writings of a few writers of the vernacular press. Such a suspicion 
is injurious to the interests of both the Government and the subjects. Though 
we fear no laws however severe, as lung as we are sincerely and really loyal, 
yet it is rather difficult to convince the authorities set over us about our fidelity 
to the Government. Many of these authorities suspect our loyalty in almost 
everything, and see its opposite in every effort we may make to express our 
complaints to Government. The writer then shows the mischief which the 
tremendous power which the new law places in the hands of the district officers, 
is likely to cause to the real liberty of the people. 


The Karndtak Wadrtika (35) of the 14th April, considers it very important 
ee - to consider, whether the new Vernacular Press Act was 
Considers that this measure the result of the old complaint of Government and its 


is to be traced to the proba- ai - ) 
bility of a Sree hates oe officers against this press, or whether the measure can 


land and Russia, and, as e traced to a war which is likely to be declared bet- 
such, considers ita very just ween England and Russia. According to the writer 
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and necessary measure, and inthe Karndtak Wartika, the 7 and justice of 


cals 08. Ot i — ~— ; the measure greatly depends on the determination of 
pT og mse the above question. He believes that the present Act 


1 ee . is to be traced to the second cause, namely, the pro- 
. bability of a war between England and Russia, and adduces several grounds 
in support of his belief. These grounds are the extreme severity and the sum- 
peas character of the measure ; the exceptional nature of the proceeding adopted 
at the time of passing it ; the superficial nature of the reasons adduced in Coun- 
cil in support of it; and the fact that the date on which Russia informed Eng- 
land of its unwillingness to submit all the conditions of her recent treaty with 
the Porte, and the day of the passing of this new measure coincide. Thus the 
Warttka considers this law as an exceptional measure, called forth by excep- 
tional times, and, as such, thinks it thoroughly just and proper; and he calls on 


all its contemporaries to give it a hearty support, and to carry out its provisions | 


as a matter of duty. 


The Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 11th April, but received on the 
ue 14th, has heard like the Rdst Goftdér (49) that Gov- 
ee be eS ernment does not wish to bring into force at once the 
repealed by Government. unjust new Vernacular Press Act. If this report be 
true, observes the writer, the object of Government 
in enacting this law appears inexplicable, It may, however, be supposed that 
Government wishes to see what effect this law produces on the native papers ; 
and if this supposition is correct, the object of Bveraniant is not objectionable. 
However, the very existence of this law which remains impending over the 
heads of native writers, is detrimental to the interests of Government. Hence 
it would be well were Government to repeal the law, and punish under the 
provisions of the Indian Penal Code such vernacular ae ag as goastray. Such 
a procedure will secure the object of Government, and silence the complaint 
raised by the people and the vernacular press on this subject, and obtain praise 
to Government. The trades’ license-tax and the increase in the duty on salt 
had hurt the feelings of the people; and this law has increased the dissatis- 
faction which Government ought to remove by retracing the steps it has taken 
in enacting the new Press Act. 


The Rast Goftdr (49) of the 14th April, in a leader, headed, ‘ An associa- 
tion for the repeal of the Press Act,’’ expresses its ap- 
Wishes for the forming of proval of the suggestion made by the Indian Spectator 
& special association for get- fy forming a special association for the single work 

tingthenew Vernacular Press . 
Act repealed by the people of Of getting the new Vernacular Press Act of the Gov- 
England. : ernment of India repealed. Of all that is said on this 
law, observes the Rdst Goftér, the above suggestion 


of the Indian Spectator is the most important. At the present critical time 


when England is about to be involved in a war with Russia, the Bombay Asso- — 


ciation has, very properly, thought it proper to defer for the present the sub- 
mission of a petition against the new Press Act to Parliament. This step of the 
Association is not an unimportant instance of the loyalty of Bombay, and it is 
sure to produce more or less effect on the bearings of the subject. The freedom 
of the press is the freedom of the people; and to bring the former under con- 
trol is to deprive the latter. Thus, though the dearest birth-right of the people 
is in danger of being taken away, the Bombayites have desisted from carrying 
their complaint to the authorities, and. thereby creating more labour in the 
present critical time. No other instance need be looked for to: prove that the In- 
dian subjects of the British Crown are calm, patient and loyal. No other 
people under the British rule can show such discretion as they have shown in 
this matter. The Irish people would not have waited to protest until the resto- 
ration of peace in England. The English people would not have put up with 
such a wilfu ness for a single day. In approving this step taken by the Bom- 
bay Association we wish a special association had been founded to get the\new 
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Press Act repealed ; since the. erroneous law has been passed by Government 
after some consideration, and is, therefore, not likely to be repealed soon. The 
authorities have strengthened themselves by instructing and getting to their 
side the London Times and other distinguished papers of England. But, if in- 
_eessant efforts are made by the people of India on the subject, the law is sure to 
be repealed, since it is opposed to the policy, morality and justice of England, 
the people of which will not fail to repeal it. In the next leader the Rdst Goftdr 
wishes the Native Press Conference recently established in Bombay, would take 
up the work, but entertains very little hope of its doing so. 


Mumicwpalitres. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 11th April, but 
received on the 14th, states that cholera still prevails 
ne age — ef Dkko, 2 Dakor, but the Municipal urinaries are not perio- 
Seta icon ssavall **  dically cleaned, nor is lime thrown into them. The 
people also throw dirt on the roads. The. writer re- 

quests the Municipality of that town to remove these nuisances. 


Native States. ° 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahinedabad of the 11th April, 
but received on the 14th, writing from Jetpur, after 
Prays for opening relief stating that great distress prevails in Kattywar on 
works for the distressed account of a scanty fall of rain last year, observes 

eople of Wasdiwada near pe eae : 
fica in Kattywar. that Major Phillips having gece seen the condi- 
tion of the people of Gir, has opened road-works near 
Bilkhé and Medardé for the relief of those people. The people of Wasdwad4 
are in as bad a condition as the residents of Gir, but no relief works are open- 
ed for them. The distress suffered by them is not likely to decrease, unless 
works such as roads and wells are opened for them. ‘These people cannot go 
into Gir, as they will have no habitations there to live in. ‘The writer prays 
Major Phillips to order the immediate construction of a road from Medardé to 
Chital, and another from the latter place to Jetpur. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 23rd April 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


~The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 22nd April, writing 


Suggests the distribution 
of the officers of the Educa- 
tional Department into dif- 
ferent grades for the more 
just and efficient regulation 
of promotion, and ses 
the abolition of the Training 
College at Poona, which the 
writer thinks is no longer ne- 


cessary, its object being at-. 


tained otherwise. 


Rs. 50 and upwards should be distributed into different grades, an 


again about the Educa- 
tional De ent, and the reductions which can be 
safely made in it, observes that appointments, big and 
small, in this Department, depend at present on the 
mere pleasure of the Director of Public Instruction, 
and not on the acquirements, abilities, or the seniority 
of the incumbents. The consequence is that, men in 


this Department, though able and competent, but un-— 


skillful in the art of flattery, are too often passed over 
and neglected in the matter of promotion. In order 
to remedy this defect, all officers receiving salaries of 
romotions 


should be regulated according to these grades. ‘The Indu Prakdsh also sees no 
particular use in wy up the Training College at Poona, and recommends 


its abolition. Theo 


ject of this institution is to train masters for the anglo- 


vernacular and vernacular schools. But now there is a large and ever growing 
number of matriculated students, and competent young men from this number 
can be always obtained for the better-paid posts of the masters of the above 
schools. As for the posts of the lower salaries, young men can be obtained 


from those who annually 
sary, all these men may 


po the examination in the sixth standard. If neces- 


e made to pass a departmental examination before 


their actual appointment. The suggestion is made in the interests of higher 


education. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 17th -April, but receiv- 


Complains of some of the 
fraudulent practices of some 
petty traders, and requests 
the District Magistrate to 
relieve the people from their 
frauds. : 


to them at lower prices. 


ed on the 20th, describes some of the tricks and 
dishonest practices of some petty traders, who buy 
such petty articles as vegetables, fuel, grass, milk, 
butter, &c., from villagers, and sell them to the 
people of the town. These traders combine together 
and compel the ignorant villagers to sell their articles 
They also cheat them (the villagers) by using false 


weights and measures, and scales. They also adulterate these articles before 
selling them to the people of the town. The good District Magistrate, Mr. 


Moore, is requested to a 


these cheats. 


The Arunodaya (11) 


_ Suggestions. for econom 
in the existing State expen- 
diture, 


other lands, each salt-pan being made to pay according to its extent and capa-_ 


a 


opt the needful measures to put down the frauds of 


of the 21st April has an article, headed, ‘The ways 
of effecting a reduction in the existing State expen- 


diture.” It repeats once more its old suggestion 
that the salt revenue should be realised on salt-pans, 


in the same way as assessment is levied on corn and 


bility of yielding salt anes a year. If this suggestion be carried out, a great 


reduction would be effecte 


in the expenditure now made on the Salt Depart- 


ment. ‘T’he writer also thinks reductions possible in the Customs, Police, Forest 
and Judicial Departments. He also believes that the salaries now paid to 
Mémleddrs and some other officers are too high, and may be reduced. The 


Arunodaya cannot believe that a high salary is an effective cure of corruption ; 


official purity, he thinks, depends more on the moral character of an officer than 
on the amount of the salary he receives. The Arunodaya also remarks 1at 
the scale of salaries now paid to the European officers was fixed when a sojourn 


in India was more full of risk and more unpleasant than it is at present, and, 
ene. that scale may be ‘altered to the benefit of the State treasury. Almost 


al these suggestions for economy have appeared before in the press. 
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Praises the British Indian 
Government for its wisdom 
and liberality; asserts also 
the great and sincere loyalty 
of the Indian people; but 

observes that the present 
great poverty of the ryots 
makes them complain against 
the existing taxes, and prays 
Government to be gracious 
enough to lessen the burden. 


- Sarcastic notice of a crimi- 
nal case decided by a Railway 
Magistrate. | 


month’s imprisonment. 


Blames Government for 
profuse expenditure, and re- 
commends reduction. 


rulers ?). 


Asks the Police of Ahme- 
dabad to send a violent luna- 
tic of that city to the Lunatic 
Asylum. 


Suggests the removal of 
the lmes of the armed Police 
of. Surat from the present 
out-of-the-way locality to one 
more central to all parts of 
the town. | 


2NnP27—4 


/ 


conclusion of the article, however, t 
observe that, of late the 
heaviness of the taxes imposed upon them; and these complaints lead some 
officers to suspect the loyalty of the people. If Government will kindly lessen 
the burden, it will immen 


The same, in short para. states that last week there was a quarrel between 


~.. 


4 


The Kalpataru (18) of the 21st April has a long article, headed, “ Loyalty,” 


which points out the way in which poe and loyal 
subjects act towards ehair rulers. e writer fo 
refers to the duties which a sovereign owes to his sub- 
jects. He then asserts that the British Indian Gov- 
ernment fulfils these duties of a good sovereign. It 
is praised for its wisdom and liberality. Allusion is 
made to the various works it has been doing for 
the improvement of its Indian subjects. The writer 
also asserts, in equally strong terms, the great and 
sincere loyalty of the people of this country. In the 

e writer respectfully and humbly begs to 
ryots have become very poor and complain of the 


y add to the loyalty and gratitude of the people. 


the Station Master of Madha and a Guard, during 
which the latter gave a hard blow to the former on 
his nose and mouth, and caused blood to run through 
them. On this a complaint was made not by the 


aggrieved Station Master, but by the Guard. It was enquired into by our 
kind-hearted Railway Magistrate, who punished the Station Master with one 


o can say that justice was not administered in this. 


case? Well done, Magistrate. If justice is to be administered, it ought to be 
administered in this way only. ° | 


The Kashta Wildsini (80) of the 23rd April, says that the Government of 


India has applied to the Secretary of State for sanc- 
tion to raise the salaries of the Under Secretaries to 
Rs. 1,500, and observes that such applications are 
always granted, but it is never thought how much of 


India’s money is spent in this way in paying princely salaries to great offici- 
als such as the Viceroy, the Governors of the Presidencies, and others. It is 
nec that these honourable great men should act a little honourably with 
9% India. The salaries of all big officials should be reduced to their h 
Not to feel pity for poor India is a sign of the approaching ruin (of the 


alves. 


The Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 18th April, but received on the 


21st, states under the head, ‘‘ Local,” that on Tuesday 
last a lunatic threw a brick-bat at a woman who was 
gp through the Kothdri-pol, and wounded her. 

he police is requested to apprehend and send the 


lunatic to the Lunatic Asylum outside the city gates, 
and save the innocent people from being hurt by him. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 21st April, observes that the armed Police of 


Surat is at present located near the Khetarpal. This 
place is so situated that this Police must get the news 
of a fire or other serious occurrence in other parts of 
the town very late, when it ought to go to the spot 


of the occurrence as early as possible. After the riot 


of the 5th April, it is said that, if the police lines are 


removed from their present locality and: brought to the thoroughfare of Nawé- 
de the police will prove of great use on the occasions of serious occurrences. 

he proposed locality is one where immediate information. can be received of 
the occurrence of a serious accident taking place in any part of the town. 
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The Mitra hopes the police authoritios of Surat will duly consider the matter, 


and do the needful 


: y removing the lines of the armed police from the 
present out-of-the-way ) . 


ocality. 


The same, in another leader, revives the old complaint of the papers of 
Complains that the Surat that the police of that town, which consists of 
ge of the Police of 120 men, is insufficient to render due protection to 
Surat is insufficient to render its inhabitants. This complaint has several 
due protection to its inhabit- times noticed in these summaries with more or less 


ants, detail, and consequently, fuller notice of it this time 
is not considered necessary. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (46) of the 22nd April, in a leader, headed, “ The 
dearness of salt and the inconvenience arising there- 
4 — Pour A og cor from,” refers to the news from a correspondent at 
inconvenience to poor people, Bulsar that the Customs Department of that place has 
and prays Government to apprehended some fishermen for manufacturing salt in 
ermit these people to manus gnewmode. This new method is that these fishermen 
peg salt from sea-water kept some sea-water in a broken (earthen) pot exposed 
or their own personal use, i ‘ 
eat Geik dc tana, to the sun in the compound of their house for some 
days together, and thereby produced some salt. ‘This 
piece of news, observes the Samdchdr, may appear trivial to some persons; but 
it considers it very important, as the occurrence shows that the poor people 
find great difficulty in obtaining salt on account of its high price, and they try 
diverse means to overcome that difficulty. The recent increase in the duty 
on salt has made this condiment of universal use very dear. This dearness has 
increased so much that it is felt even by the well-to-do people of Bombay. In 
Bombay salt is sold at three annas per pdili, and hence the middle classes find it 
hard to make a free use of this condiment. Formerly a pdili of salt was sold 
at less than an anna. An increase in the salt duty had raised its price to two 
annas for a pdili. The last increase in the duty ” raised the price to three 
annas for the same quantity. “The recent increase in the salt duty has not been 
so high as to make it unprofitable to dealers in this article to sell it at a lesser 
charge than three annas for a pdili. But as if happens in other cases, so 
has it happened in the case of the salt, that when Government imposes a dut 
of one pice, the dealers increase the price of the goods on which the duty 1s 
imposed four times the value of the duty, and earn a great profit. But the 
poor people attribute to Government this great increase in the price of salt, 
for Government increases the duty, and thereby furnishes the dealers with a 
lea for making an exorbitant increase in the price of their goods, and obtaining 
arger pee There being no competition, the dealers take advantage 
of its absence, and Government gets a bad name for nothing. The recent riot 
at Surat in connection with the new trades’ license-tax shows how much discri- 
mination the common or the uneducated classes can use in such matters. When 
the people of Bombay feel so much the dearness of salt, how much more 
the poor people of the mofussil must feel it can be well conceived. The Samé- 
char is surprized to learn the Kolis of Bulsar have been apprehended for manu- 
facturing salt in the mode mentioned above; for it does not see that they 
have, in doing so, committed any crime, or broken the provisions of any law. 
If they sold the salt produced by the abovementioned method, they would be 
Considered to have broken the Salt Act.. But if they manufacture the salt for 
their own consumption, they cannot be held to have broken that Act. The 


Samachar descants on me porenty of the lower classes, and on how few persons | 


of those classes can afford to manufacture salt in the mode adopted by the 
fishermen of Bulsar, and prays Government to permit them to do so for their 
Own consumption as an act of grace. cs 
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The Rast Goftar (49) in a short leader, headed, “ Can Eur troops be 
aie ade be Se at from apt Observes yr the wey Aid 
i aoe being willing to take a part in the war, which is 
ei Poco hag ois po likely to tesa out between England and Russia, there 
in the war which is likely to is no objection to send native troops to Europe. A 
break out between England Jarge number of volunteers for the native army have 
and eyonps for reasons men- 5159 come forward for enlistment. After briefly des- 
wenen a. cribing the circumstances showing the great willing- 
ness of the men of the 9th Regiment B. N. I., particularly of the sick men of 
that Regiment, to be sent with the expedition to Malta, the Rast Goftdr 
observes that it is right to send such willing army to take a part in the war. 
But it seems objectionable to send European troops from India, and it is hoped 
Government will duly consider the subject before resolving to send any of the 
European regiments from this country. There was once a time when it was 
right to reduce the number of European troops in India as a wise measure of 
economy ; but the present is not such a time. There is more need of European 
troops at the present time for the protection of India than there was before. 
The present is a time when the political inclinations of the different parts of 
this country should be studied; when it is necessary to examine the condition 
of the scree | of the native princes carefully ; when more supervision should be 
exercised over the native army; when the Government should be full 
acquainted with the thoughts of the people; and it is hoped Government has 
adopted all these precautionary measures. By the above observations the Rast 
Goftdér does not mean to create a false panic. It is true that the faithfulness 
and loyalty of the native subjects will not be lessened. But some thoughts 
existing among some native princes and some people are to be heard for the first 
time as coming from a distance, and the Rast Goftdr anxiously hopes Government 
will give its attention to them. ‘The suggestion here made by the Rést Goftdr 
not to send any of the European troops from this country should be taken in the 
light of a precaution, and it depends with Government to form judgment on it. 


The Yajddén Parast (51), of the 21st April also recommends the appoint- 

: ment of Mr. Dos&bhéi Frdémyji as the Assessor and 

Recommends the appoint- (Collector of the new Trades’ License-tax in Bombay. 
—_ of Mr. hcg Mig. The reasons given for the recommendation are the 
the new ‘Trades’ Liconss-taxin Same as those mentioned in a recent issue of the Jéme 
Bombay. . Jamsed (47), and noticed more fully in the last weekly 


report. 


The Desht Mitra (53) of the 18th April, but received on the 21st, opens 
with a short leader, headed, “The License-tax has 

ging pe Se. mene been sanctioned by Parliament.” It observes that 
Row Weed’ TLeeiatas: the people of Surat were so very impatient to get the 
license-tax cancelled, that they thought it proper to 

take the law into their own hands. The wiser people of Bombay chose to take 
the royal road to obtain the same object, and they sent a petition to Parliament, 
which, however, did not attend to their prayer, and has given its sanction to 
this tax. This occurrence raises several questions upon the subject. The first 


of them is, whether Parliament could have sanctioned this tax, if it wanted to 


dispense justice? And it appears to us that, consistently with justice, Parlia-. 


ment could not give its sanction to the impost. The Parliament isa sacred 
court of justice, and if it sells justice, it loses the confidence (of the people). 
But the present is a time when all this is to be kept in mind. If it be so, the 


Government of India has thrown us into a double difficulty, that is, we are to 


_ Submit to the laws which it may pass, and, secondly, we are to say not a word 

against 1t. ‘Thus, though the license-tax has been sanctioned even by Parlia- 

ment we are not to say a word against it. How does it seem to Government ? 
oN P27—4 r ve 
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“The same, in another short leader, headed, “ One has been de 


5 tees: . another has been transported,” after | stati 
of fhe Raid of Skot +4 slace some of the circumstances which have led to the 
Sine miles to the north of deposition of the Réjé of the small State of Sket, 
Simla, =f of the Réjé of about nine miles to the north of Simla, dnd the trans- 
Fos; portation of the R4jé& of Poori, makes the following 
brief observations on these cases. The Mitra describes bfiefly in its half 
humorous style, the circumstances of the case against the R4ja of Sket, and 
observes that the deposed R4j4 has a son aged sixteen years of age, who may 
hereafter be placed upon the gddi of his father, if he is found deserving ; but 
there is no assurance about it. After describing the cruelties inflicted by the 
R4jé of Poori, who is believed by the people to be an incarnation of a god, 
the Mitra observes that the account of these cruelties is extracted from the 
(Hindu) Patriot, but we have some doubts about the matter. Ifthese doubts 
are unfounded and false, certainly we condemn the cruel conduct of the 
R4jé. But we do not consider it just that Government should have inflicted 
on him the double punishment of deposition and transportation. (The Guzerat 
Mitra (45) of the 21st April makes similar remarks. ) ) 


The same, in a para. under the — “ Local,” observes that the Sadar Station 

of the Educational Inspector, Northern Division, 

ante Po coe ager has been transferred from Surat to Ahmedabad. This 

the Sadar Station of the Edu- is the first consequence of Mr. Giles having married. 
sig hoa from (Can he show any other cause for this change ? 

The Nydya Prakdsh (65) of the 22nd April, complains that a copy of the 

8 last Administration Report of the Bombay Presidency 


Prays Government to give has not been sent to it, and ig Government to 


it a copy of the last Admi- Sainte 
nisteation  enet of the supp’y it with one. The writer hopes Government 


Bombay Presidency. see fit to send a copy of this useful book to every 
-vernacular newspaper, that the administrative pro- 


posals and acts of Government may obtain a wide publicity among the native 
populations. 


The same in noticing the firing of their muskets by the military on the 
rioters of Surat on the 5th April, by which some 
ae on the firing of innocent persons are alleged to have been wounded, 
he se bee ry eet ae observes that the muskets were fired not only upon 
bth April. — the people, but also upon several shops in Bhagatalaw 
c which were closed when the riot was being commit- 
ted. The bullets from these muskets entered the shops through the closed 
doors and windows of these shops. Fortunately there were no persons in these 
shops, else they would have been undoubtedly wounded. The writer questions 
the propriety of firing upon the people without first taking the steps required 
by the law to be taken, and is vlad to find that this matter has been complain- 
ed of by the English and Native papers. 


The Swadesh Mangal (66) of the 16th April, but received on the 2Ist, after 
Remarks on the case ofthe D¥iefly describing some of the circumstances of the 
Raja of Poori tried by a Ses- Rajd of Poori, which have lead to his trial in a Session 
im Court for inflicting great Court for great cruelties alleged to have been inflicted 
dicant  ensious men- by him on a religious mendicant, observes that at the 
— trial in the Court of Sessions the witnesses in the case 
contradicted each other, and consequently the Assessors gave their opinions 
that the accused was not guilty. The Session Judge, however, put little value 


on the opinions of the Assessors, convicted the accused, and passed on him the: 


neeey punishment of transportation. “Oh God” the Swadesh Mangal cannot 


o anything but say, “ brothers, the present time is such as to make one walk 


on the point of a sword.” 
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eader, headed, “ Would the money to be d posit 


epee pit, fs Bank haye disapr pared 7”? States that Mr. 
ges ohn Noales (?), an employé in a cotton ginni: 
‘that factory at Broach, wanted to deposit in hi 
ying hundred rupees in the Savin 
Bank the mc went about seven days mn 
pean depositor, dc. the Collector of Broach. But it being late, he (Mr. 


Noales) could not get his money received by the bank authorities that day. 
Next day he gave the money to Mr. Menesse, the Head Accountant, in order to 
its beimg deposited in the bank. The pass-book was also given him at the 
same time. After two or three np t.e., on the 11th instant, Me. Noales wanted 
to deposit fifty rupees, and he, therefore, went to the Accountant's Office with 
the money. On that day Mr. Menesse entered the sums of rupees four hundred 
and fifty in Noales’ pass-book, and, it is said, got Mr. Prénldl } Mathurddas, the 
Huzur Deputy Collector, to sign the entry, but he did not pay the amount into 
the Savings’ Bank. On some suspicion, Mr. Noales went to the Savings’ Bank 
on the 12th instant, and enquired whether his money had been received by it. 
There he learnt that his money had not been paid into the bank. Thereupon 
he went to the Head Accountant to enquire why his money was not paid into 
the bank. The latter told him that his money was paid; but Mr. Noales did 
not believe him, and went. and reported the matter to the Huzur Deputy Col- 
lector. On Mr. Menesse’s being sent home to bring the money, he got it from 
somewhere, and it was paid into the bank on the 13th idem. If is said that 
the matter has been hushed up. But this occurrence has caused fear to seyeral 
depositors of the Savings’ Bank (about their deposits). 


The new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Kiran (9) of the 21st April, in an article, headed, “‘ Aets indicate 
motives,” after re-producing its article of the 4th 
_ Tries toexplainand defend November last, which was noticed in the report for 
gas yg rg we salad that week, and the summary of which is included 
last, which was noticed inthe @mong the 150 extracts selected by the Government 
report for that week, andthe Of India in support of the new Press Act, tries to 
of which was in- defend and explain its views expressed in that article. 
cluded among the 150 extracts The British Indian Government has been trying for 
selected and published by the . : 
Government of India in sup. Years together to render its rule beneficial and advan- 
port of the new Press Act. | tageous to the ryots; but the ryots cannot believe 
its measures to be beneficial. The cause of this dif- 
ference of opinion between the Government and the ryots seems to be this that 
the expenditure of Government always exceeds its income, and, in order to 
bring about an equilibrium between the two, Government naturally resorts to 
fresh taxation, and the ryots are grieved at this constant increase of the burden 
on them. The Kiran foresaw the end of this popular grievance in a distur- 
bance, and alluded to the American Revolution of 1765, which had its origin 
in the attempt made by the English Government in that year to impose a 
stamp-duty on its American Colonies. In making this allusion, however, the 
_ Kiran did not mean in the least to create any disaffection against the English 
Government in the minds of the Indian ryots, or to excite these ryots to raise 
a disturbance. The allusion was meant simply to show the odious nature of 
the Stam Act. When Government wishes to make a new law, it publishes its 
draft in the official gazette for some months before it is passed, that the people 
whom it affects, may know of it, and express their views on it, and the popular 
organs may discuss its provisions, The Kiran only gave.its opinion on the 
new xe Bill and discharged its duty asa public journal. Its utterances 
were not likely to create any disaffection against the Government. But, if the 
acts of Government itself-are likely to produce that undesirable feeling, the 
_ Kiran is helpless in the matter. eet Cheat 
4nP27—4 
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The Arunodaya (11) of - Qist Ey in an visage hea oy 

1 hitides hak ‘the naw and its result," in noticing the case of the Sahacha: 
Act will soon lend to the ae. newspaper of Calcutta, observes that in consoque 
struction of the vernact of this law almost all the vern ular papers oO 
press of thiscountry,andmake country will either cease to exist or will merely ech¢ 
Sovicins mouth-piece of the the sentiments of the Government officials. When 

overnment officials, and thu | PES PEE NS ae ‘ 
it will cease to be a genuine the press ceases to express the views of the people, it 
exponent of the popular sen- hardly deserves the name of a press. It will not 
timent. Also thinks that utter a word against the measures of Government, or 
roading a Pst rgd read re the reprehensible acts of its officers. Under this cir- 
will grow more and more ine Cum stances ; the feeling of discontent will increase 
tense; but as Government among the people. At present this feeling finds vent 
has accepted this responsibi- through the public press, and its force is yaoi But 
mid a ae oe expression is stopped, the bad feeling will 

g this question any longer. i : ; : 
grow more and more intense in consequence of its 

being smothered. But as Government has accepted the responsibility of this 
result, there is no use in discussing this question. Then referring to the re- 
mark made by some of its contemporaries that the new Act however severe, 
need not annihilate the vernacular press, for that press may give up discus- 
sing political subjects, and devote its columns to the discussion of social and 
other non-political topics ; these latter, in fact, being more necessary than the 
former for the true well-being of the country in its present condition; the 
Arunodaya replies that the remark appears sound on a superficial consideration, 
but deliberation will show its futility. Politics are enna connected with 
every subject—social, economical, scientific, and religious. For instance, you 
cannot diseuss the question of physical improvement without alluding to the 
poverty of the people; nor of the improvement of agriculture without referring 
to the question of the land assessment; nor of moral improvement without re- 
ferring to the civil and criminal laws; nor of the improvement of the industrial 
arts without referring to the question of duties and taxes, &c. Thus, you can- 
not satisfactorily treat any subject without now and then being forced to talk 
about Government and politics ; that is, without coming into the grasp of the 
new dreadful law. 


The Akhbdére Sowdagar (48) of the 24th April, observes that it seems that 
the new Vernacular Press Act has been brought into 
Objects to the new Verna- force in a manner quite opposed to the one in which 
ph ee Act being made to it was passed by Government. That the people may 
retrospective effect in b h dd . F thin} 
Bengal. not be very angry at the sudden passing of this law, 
the Supreme Government gave an assurance that it 
would not be brought into force unless a necessity arose for doing so. Not- 
withstanding this assurance, the news received about the application of this 
law to the Sahachar, the Sulawa Samachdr, and the Somaj Darpan shows that 
the assurance was not to last fora long time. The notices served upon the 
Sahachar and the Sulawa Samdchér by the authorities of Bengal appear to have 
been issued for objectionable writings made by them before the passing of the 
new Vernacular Press Act. But rightly the new Press Act cannot be applied 
to writings made before its enactment. Thus, this law has been given a new 
version that it applies not only to obj ectionable writings written after its 
enactment, but also to those made before rts coming into existence. 


The Rdst Goftdr (49) of the 21st April, also again points out the great de- 


_ Observations on the discon- 
tinnance of the Sahachar 


newspaper under the opera- 
ee of the Vernacular rane 


under the new Press Act, 
such a document he woul 


fect of this law, that it does not require the authorities 
to show cause when they wish to enforce it in the 
case of a vernacular paper. It alludes to the call 
made by the Police Commissioner of Calcutta on the 


Editor of the Sahachar to pass a bail-bond of 500 rupees 


and to the reply of the latter that, instead of giving 


d rather cease to publish the paper, and observes that 
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in this way a paper has ceased to exist under the new Press Act. This work 
has been done in a fearful darkness, and, therefore, it has created more doubts. 
‘Not only the public but even the Editor of the Sahachar does not know what 
seditious matter has been published by him so as to induce the Commissioner 
to call upon him to enter into a bail-bond. The Pioneer of Allahabad and one 
or two papers of Bengal support the Vernacular Press Act; but even they admit 
the defect of this law, that it does not compel the authorities to show cause to 
the Editor of a newspaper when wishing to bring it under control. After allud- 
ing to the reply sent by the Editor of the Sahachar to the Police Commissioner, 
the Rdst Goftér observes that this first victim of the new Vernacular Press Act 
has been allowed to cease under a good grace, and this thing is not liked even 
by the supporters of the Press Act. (The Yayddén Parast (51) and the Guzerat 
Mitra (45) of the same date make similar remarks on this subject). 


Mumieipalhities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 22nd April, writing from 
Kolhépur, after very highly’ praising the English 
_, Asks the Kolhapur autho- Administration of the State for the various improve- 
rities to construct a system of oe nal inteaduuak eas int 
publie drains for that town. ments, general and municipal, introduced into tha 
Maréthé Capital, points out the great necessity of 
constructing a good drainage system for carrying off the dirty water completely 
from the town. At present all the dirty water sinks in the ground and 
generates malaria, which proves a fruitful source of several diseases. The 
authorities concerned are requested to remove this cause of the bad health of 
the people of Kolhapur. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (°) of the 17th April, but received 


: on the 20th, complains of the bad condition of the 
Complains of the bad con- Municipal privies in the town of Satara. He also 
dition of the Municipal privies | : : ‘ sig 
af the town of Salar. complains of the very offensive smell arising from a 
distillery situated in a quarter of the town of Satara, 
called Mandai. The Satara Municipality is requested to relieve the people 
from these nuisances. 


The Wasat Samdchdr (42) of the 21st April, prefers several complaints 
against the Municipality of Bassein, and prays Gov- 
Prefers several complaints ernment to abolish that Corporation. The writer 
= be = Roman goa My thinks that no people are so Cat with Municipal 
abolition, = S:~*~CS*~*é arden as those of Baassein. Besides exacting a heavy 
town duty amounting to from 4 to 6 pies in a rupee 
on several articles of consumption, the Corporation levies a house-tax of from 
eight annas to two rupees; a tax on ships of all sizes of from Rs. 9 to Rs. 12; 
a tax on all liquor-shops at the rate of Rs. 6 per shop; a toll on carts, horses, 
bullocks, sheep, &c., varying from one pie to two annas; and alsoa tax on 
Mandaps. During its existence of the last 14 years the Corporation has not 
constructed a simple new road of even one mile. It does not repair the old 
ones. As for the cleanliness of the town, cholera visits it every year. There 
are lamp posts, but the Municipality has no funds to put lights on them. The 
only work the Corporation has done is the new market, which it constructed 
after much fighting. As for its dispensary, its medicine has not saved one 
person from cholera. Thus the wate of Bassein cannot get adequate benefits 
from this Municipality, which adds to their distress in these hard times by its 
heavy taxes. They are thoroughly tired of it; and if Government will kindly 
abolish it, the people will feel highly grateful to it. | 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (44) of Ahmedabad of the 18th April, 


Reports the occurrence of Cut received on the 21st, writing from Bhoika, which 


@ destructive fire' in Bhoika, it seems, is an agency Thanna in the Jhdlawdd 


in Kattywar, and requests the District in the Province of Kattywar, states that\on 
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authorities concerned to pro- the Sth instant a fire occurred in the cotton gin be- 
vide means to put down fires longing to. Welji Moti of that town. The gin was 


inthis town where cotton ‘put up in the house of the owner, and the sudden fire 
2 which was produced while the gin was being worked 


) burnt down the whole house and two other storied build- 
ings. The two young sons of the owner of the gin were caught in the fire and 
were also burnt to death. In concluding this notice of this sad occurrence, the 


writer observes that it is to be regretted that though cotton ginning is carried 


on ona large scale in this town, no means are provided in this or any neighbour- 
ing place for putting down fires. The authorities concerned are requested to 
give due attention to this important matter. : 


The Guzerat Mitra (45) of the 21st April, in referring to the report that the 
R4j4 of Bikanere has committed great tyranny on his 


Obserysmons regarding phe subjects, and that some of them, after mentioning the 


case of the Raja of Bikanere, 


whose subjects have com- nature of the tyranny, have prayed the British Gov-- 


plained to the British Gov- ernment to depose the Rajé and to bring the State 
ernment of the great tyranny ynder the direct rule of the British Government; 
a rt aoe observes that Government intends to appoint a Com- 
mission to enquire into this matter, and all persons believe that if in the 
enquiry the R4j4 is found guilty of the serious charges brought against him, the 
British Government would not hesitate to depose him. Can it be a matter of 
wonder if the British Government in this manner ‘becomes in a short time the 
master of the whole of India? Itis very gratifying that Government has given 
up its annexation policy. But not a single reason has been hitherto found for 
believing that it could hesitate to decline an invitation of the above nature 
from the subjects of a Native State. If it be the fate of Bikanere to be annex- 
ed we shall be sorry for it. 


A correspondent of the Kdside Mumbai (62) of the 24th April, writing under 
date the 19th instant, censures His Highness the 

Phar 2g acd cachet Nizam’s Government for permitting all its subjects to 
Hyderabad recently, and cen. C@iry arms. After pointing out the danger of allow- 
sures the co-regents of that ing indiscriminately all persons to bear weapons, and 
State for not prohibiting the agserting that the Nizam’s Government had to suffer 


practice of allowing all per- +e Tee Ses a 
sins ipdlaceimibintely to carry” SPY times from this practice, the writer blames the 


arms. co-regents of the Hyderabad State, Sir Sdlar Jung 


and Shumsul Umrdaw for allowing other persons than 
soldiers of the State to carry arms, and for not putting a stop to this practice 


even when it proves dangerous to the lives of the subjects. The writer then 


states that last week a man was murdered near Matd’s Khirki, a butcher killed 
a dher and threw him into a privy, a gentleman was wounded near the porch 


_of the house of the Diwén, five men were wounded near Panch Mehal, a man 


was wounded near Suki Haud, and an Arab of Gdlabjang also was wounded 
near the Champé Gate. 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 30th April 1878. 
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Reporter. 


. Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 29th April, in an editorial, headed, “The 


Eastern question and the Native loyalty,” after allud- 
Expresses joy at thealacri- ing to the very uncertain state of the Eastern que: 
ty and enthusiasm evinced by tion, and to the grand and energetic preparations 


nel y tor active eet which England is making, both at home and here, 


foreign parts; sees in this for the probable struggle, observes that it was believed. 


alacrity and enthusiasm an at first that the force which was to be sent from this 
gg ge et of bo country to Malta would be European; but the guess 
yey oe also in the same bas turned out erroneous. Government has deter- 
fact, @ contradiction of the mined to depute a native force for the above service. 
views expressed by the Gov- ‘The Indu Prakdsh is glad that Government has come 


ernment of India on the oc- +> gsych a determination.. Since 1857 the native army 
casion of passing the recent 


Vernacular Press Act: and as been suffering from a bad name; its loyalty and 
recommends also the employ- bravery have been considered unreliable. But the 
ment of the armies of the present opportunity will enable the native soldiers to 
ph et ee prove the baselessness and falsity of the above suspi- 
— ta cions. Every one of the native regiments which have 
been selected for this active service in forei 
has ae pe to the call with alacrity and enthusiasm. The Indu Prakdsh is 
very glad at all this, and hopes that the native sepoys will acquit themselves 
creditably. But, referring to this eagerness and alacrity of the native sepoys 
to serve the British Government even in foreign parts, the Indu Prakdsh asks, 
what do they show on their part, loyalty or disloyalty? While passing the 
recent Vernacular Press Act the Viceroy and his Councillors asserted that the 
vernacular papers contain seditious writings, and these writings poison the 
minds of the lower classes against Government and make them disloyal. The 
Indu Prakash has already pointed out that the vernacular papers are never read 
by the lower classes; and supposing for the sake of argument that they are 
read by those classes, the next question is, to what class do the men of the 
native regiments owes, One need not go very deep to answer this question. 
We need not say that they belong to the very low classes. If these people dis- 
play their loyalty on such an occasion, and are thoroughly willing and ready 
to go to any place Government may please to send them, then among what 
people is it that the disaffection said to have been created by the vernacular 
press has spread? According to Lord Lytton and his Councillors, the sepoys 
of the native regiments should be the followers of the vernacular press. But 
it is beyond all doubt that they are not so. Then which of the two is true, the 
par! of the sepoys or the assertions of the Viceroy and his Councillors above 
uded to? ‘The answer is too plain to be given formally. Let us now turn 
to the armies of the Native States. These armies are believed by some to be & 
source of danger to the paramount power. The Indu Prakdsh has repeatedly 
shown the baselessness of this fear. It thinks that the armies of the Native 
States may be utilized on this occasion. They only require to be officered by 
European officers to be made effective. His Highness the Mahérd4jé Sindia is 
now a General of the British Army, and, if requested, will most willingly be 
ready to give his active assistance to the paramount Government. There is no 
doubt that other Native Princes such as Holkar, Jayapur, Bhopél, &c., will also 
respond with great alacrity to the call, if one is made on them. It is desirable 
that the armies of these feudatories should be used for service in forei 
Government is requested to give its attention to this important subject. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 29th April, in an article, headed, * People must 
Exhorts the native poou. *S8!8t. their, Government on emergent occasions,” ob- 
lation to render every ee, serves that if a war breaks out between England and 
tange in its power to their Russia, which the writer prays God would avert in 
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good rulers, if they need it, his mercy, but which seems to be very likely from the 
in acknowledgment for the various signs around us, the people of India will get 
various blessings they (the ++ dia Mate sit: 46 this: Ridtish: 
natives) are enjoying under 0 Opportunity to show their loyalty to the Brit 
their protection. — Crown. A similar ee, occurred in 1857 
oh | when our Princes and Chiefs, such as the Géikwar, the 
Nizém, Sindia, Holkar, &., gave as much assistance as lay in their power to* 
the Supreme Government and proved their loyalty to it. On the present occa- 
sion the common masses are expected to prove that they also are animated with 
the same praiseworthy feeling as was displayed by the Native Princes and 
Chiefs in 1857. The writer briefly reminds the people of the great blessings 
they are enjoying under British rule, and exhorts them to prove themselves 
worthy of those blessings, by rendering all the help they can, to their good 
rulers. India has become a dependency of mighty na wealthy England, and 
it is her (India’s) interest to remain under the protection and supremacy of that 
great power. It is, therefore, the duty of the people of Hindustén to promote 
the welfare of England, and that of their own country through it. The people 
of India frequently criticise the measures of their English rulers; but this fact 
should not be interpreted into a sign of disloyalty on their part. The criti- 
cisms are only an honest expression of their wants and difficulties, made for the 


information of their good rulers to enable them to grant redress. Such an ex-' 


pression is not at all inconsistent with true loyalty. It does not weaken, but 


on the con strengthens the good feelings between the rulers and the ruled. 


The wise English Government fully understands this principle. In short, with 
perhaps a very insignificant exception, the whole of the native population of 
this country is very fondly attached to the English rule, and it will render 


every assistance, the writer is sure, to its good rulers, if they should ever stand 
in need of it. 


_ A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 25th April, but received 

on the 28th, complains of the very bad condition of 

cae ge of the bad con- the road from Pétan to Satara. The road, says the 
tion of the road between . “ee . 

Pétan and Satara, and of the WTiter, is in an unspeakably bad state. Carts using 

great inconvenience and mis- this road often get broken, and the passengers are 

ery experienced by thosewho put to extreme misery and serious risks. This is the 


are obliged to use this bad : ; ; 
anil joel penee the Collenien state of the road even in the fair season. In the rains 


of the District to remove this ¢ 18 full of mire as deep as one’s knees or even thighs. 
coated of the people. There are tolls on this idad. and the local cess is also 

levied in the Talukas. About 65,000 rupees are an- 
nually realized from the former, and a sum in proportion to the land revenue 
from the latter. This being the case, it is difficult to say why the road is allow- 
ed to remain in such a bad state. The probable cause of this condition of the 
road is, that it does not come under the notice of the European officers of the 
district. It ig seen only once or twice by the Collector of the district and by one 
of his assistants during the whole year. Whenit isso visited, temporary repairs 
are made to it at a cost of 200 or 250 rupees. But the effect of these repairs 
does not last more than one or two weeks, and the road again lapses into its 
usual wretched condition. As Government levies the tolls and the local cess, it 
is bound to keep the road in a good condition for the benefit of the tax-payers. 
The attention of Mr. Moore is urgently requested to this complaint, which, it is 
hoped, he will be gracious enough to remove without delay. 


The Kiran (9) of the 28th April, in an article, headed, ‘* What is to be 
: the result of the confusion in Europe,” referring to 
Approves of the preven the present state of the great Eastern question, obser- 


firm and warlike y of ie : Sey 7 heat 
England in the E SF i8 om oe that in the recent war between Russia and Turkey 


* OP * 


tion; observes thatthis change it was universally believed that En; land would assist 


has proved England’s de- her old friend and ally 
tractors to be wrong; and contrary to that belief, 
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devoutly prays to God to give this led some people to accuse Engl 
England snoeees inthe com- ‘Turkey. Some also said that she had 
Se ae tige and her old | 


“ 
. 


it is sure to add greatly to her already very wide fame. as ors knew very + 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 28th April, in an article, headed, “ Grand pre- 
| parations in India for (a probable war in) Europe,” 
Expresses joy and pride at after noticing briefly the great preparations which are 
re great eagerness and en- soing on at: Bombay and other places for sending a 
usiasm evinced by the native : ° | : 
troops to be senton European ative force to Malta, as a precautionary measure in 
field service, and finds in case war takes place between England and Russia; 
_ this eagerness and enthusiasm observes that, it is said, such cianl preparations were 
a strong proof of the loyalty never made on any former occasions of a similar na- 
not only of the native army, . ‘oa ° 
but of the native population ture. These preparations inspire the well-wishers of 
in general. ~ the English rule with hope and enthusiasm. The 
sepoys of several native regiments at different places 
show so much eagerness and alacrity to be allowed to join the expeditionary 
force to be sent to Europe on field service, and every one is so anxious to show 
his soldierlike qualities that the English army is sure to gain the victory in the 
approaching struggle. Again, this eagerness and enthusiasm of the native 
army of Her Imperial Majesty supplies the strongest proof of its loyalty and 
fidelity. Up to this time several persons used to denounce the native army as 
only a source of expenditure in time of peace, and of anxiety and danger in time 
of war; and this calumny met with approbation in some quarters. But the 
enthusiasm and the excellent soldierly spirit. which the native sepoys have ex- 
hibited on this eccasion are sure to induce their detractors to retract the 
calumny and to admit their error, The ryots of India may blame their Eng- 
lish rulers for the various taxes they have imposed on them; the condition of — 
these ryots may be really wretched ; but for all that, these ryots, as the native 
papers have asserted over and over again, never wish that their English rulers 
should suffer any disgrace abroad ; much less do they wish the destruction of 
the English power in this country ; but, on the contrary, they are ready to help 
their Government most heartily whenever such help is needed. The alacrity of , ; 
the native troops mentioned above is one of the proofs in support of the above 
assertion. If the occasion ever comes, the whole of the Indian population will 
not evince less eagerness or enthusiasm than the few thousand native sepoys | 
have shown to help their good rulers, The Arunodaya hopes that, if war is de- 
clared, the native sepoys will acquit themselves in such a way as to prove that 
the natives of India are not mere animals, but are men who are as useful as 
those of Europe. 


The same, in another article, headed, “ Popular thoughts on the 
See License-tax,” observes that. the second. point in the 


vane out the injusticeand = ‘T’anna petition against this tax is that if a new tax 
service ao cnempting the must be imposed, it should, at least, be levied on all 
| professions ° | NT rs Sane ge sie is means Dawe 
from the new license-tax. subjects without any distinction. But the present 
license-tax makes such a distinct 


. * 
‘ 6 


a 


oo services and professions. The writer shows, at some length; 
the inju 


tice and impolicy of these exemptions. The — used and the 
remarks made on this subject have nothing new about them, and, therefore, it 
is not deemed necessary to take any further notice of them here. 


The Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 28th April, is also ve 
British Government resolved to send native regiments 
. ager ge vg neg on active service to Europe. This wise resolution of 
ye gg ing Warcne :, Government will inspire every native, and especially 
the probable war between every native soldier with joy and with a feeling of 
England and Russia, and gratitude for the indubitable proof this resolution 
advises the use of the army of affords of the generous confidence Government places 
the Native Princes of India . ° : 
ies tke dad dervidi. in the loyalty of the natives and of the native army. 
The native soldiers will now have an opportunity of 
fighting with one of the disciplined armies of civilized Europe to achieve a 
name. ‘The writer also refers with great pleasure to the great alacrity and 
enthusiasm evinced by the native sepoys at their being selected for this active 
service in Europe. The Wéartika with Indu Prakdsh (1) asks Government to 
send the armies of some of the Native Chiefs, a tage that of Sindia on the 
same service, and points out several advantages in adopting this suggestion. 
One of these is that, it will put to test the loyalty and much-talked of military 
skill of the Gwalior Prince and the efficiency of hisarmy. The possible danger 
of taking this step is so insignificant as to be equal to nothing. In conclusion, 


a writer hopes that the expenditure of this expedition will not be saddled on 
ndia. | 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 28th April, in noticing the report that His 
Highness the Holkar has sentenced the Editor of the 
, Condemns the sentence of Miiwd Akhbdr newspaper published in his State, to 
simple imprisonment passed th cr . . area 
HH. the Holkar on the ‘three months’ simple imprisonment, for publishing in 
ditor of the Mélwd Akhbér, that paper certain matter which was quoted at the 
@ papar published in H.H.’s passing of the new Vernacular Press Act by the Gov- 
territory, for writing seditious gimment of India as seditious writing; observes that 
matter against the British Helier has inflintadl Ohi nial é withined 
ei iiiieank yi olkar has inflicted this punishment without any sug- 
gestion from the British Government. If His High- 
ness means by this step of his to show an instance of his loyalty to the British 
Government, the latter will not be slow to understand that it is but a pompous 
- manifestation of loyalty, and it cannot establish true loyalty. If Tukojiréw has 
taken this measure for fear of.the British Government supposing that since the 
Mélwa Akhbdr was published in his State, he age 5 connived at its sedi- 
tious writings, His Highness only shows his ignorance. For, Government 
knows well that no Native Prince dare do such a thing, and if he did it, he 
would be soon discovered. His Highness has only shown his ignorance in 
punishing a newspaper before the British Government punished any newspapers 
published under its immediate rule. 


The same, in a leader, headed, ‘* The necessity of sending the native army 
is hsiechia vs daialtae in a war between England and Russia,” observes 
Paget decsics ss atope that the facts that the native army is desirous to go, 
asics agen and the British Government is anxious to send it in 
the war which may break out. between England and 

Russia, give rise to several thoughts. Some people seem to think that it is right 
to send the native sepoys on this foreign expedition, and to let the European 
troops remain in the country atthe present time. There is only one reason for 
approving this course, and it is that the present is a fearful time. The dreadful 
occurrences of 1857 need not be ek nor js it right to foretell them ; nor 
have any reasons for doing so presented themselves. But it has been shown to 
Government that it is better to adopt precautionary measures. There is no 


. objection to send the native troops, as they will derive many benefits from this ~ 
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expedition, and the enemies of ap ge will see how ip loyal the native 
army of India is. The above lines also explain the reason of the recommenda- 
tion made to make use of the armies of the Native Pri i.€., no confidence 
is to be placed in another in the present critical time. Hence it is suppo 

that when much of the Indian army is sent on foreign service, there will not be 
left any cause for anxious apprehensions, This is right, observes the Mitra. 
But we have one doubt which is that, it is admitted that the present is a cri- 
_ tical time and most of the native troops are to be sent on foreign service; this 


leaves behind the European troops only, and how are these considered enough 
to protect the whole of India. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Bulsar states that to the south 


of this taluka is the river Pér. In the Sanwat year 


Complains of the bad con- 1928 the river was inundated, and since then the 
dition of the banks of the 


ie passengers who want to cross it in a boat sink in mire 
rire eEncimaed to, the on the banks of it when going to or leaving the boat. 
and of some other matters. | The Local Fund Committee has not yet removed this 

great inconvenience of the public. The people of one 
of the villages here gave a petition to the Collector on this subject, but they 
have not yet got a reply to it. The boat plying on this river is also small, and 
passengers are afraid of serious accidents. The School-masters of this taluka 
and their Assistants receive their salaries so late as between 20th and 25th of 


the month succeedin g that for which the pay is due, and, consequently, suffer 
‘great inconvenience in these dear times. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (45) of the 30th April, in a leader, headed, “ Differ- : 


: _ ..,  @rence (made) between the dark and fair skins,” 

ov . ~_ an inves complains that last.Sunday the Natives whether in 
was made by “—' 

the Police of Bombay on Sun- C@lTiages, or on horseback, or on foot, were prohibited 
day last between Europeans by the police from going to the Apollo Bunder. The 
and Natives in permitting yeason of this prohibition was found, on enquiry, to 
access to the Apollo Bunder. 6 that some provisions and luggage of the native 
troops which were being embarked were collected on one part of the bunder, 
and the police had received orders not to permit any persons to go near them. 
This order was unobjectionable. But the police prohibited the natives, where- 
as it allowed Europeans to go to the bunder freely. The Sowddgar requests 
the Commissioner of Police to enquire into this complaint. 


The Yajdén Parast (48) of the 28th April, in alluding to the prohibition 


made by the Government of Bombay to the people of 


Asserts that the Town Bombay to hold a public meeting in the Town Hall 
Hall of Bombay is the pro- 


proe to protest against the new Trades’ License-tax and the 
Seti pel yard ores ties in the Salt-tax, observes that this improper 
it will be established before step of the Bombay Government has given rise to 
Parliament, much discussion in England. The London corres- 
pondent of the Bombay Gazette says “‘ a great deal of 
seta is shown (there) against this work of Government.” The Town 
Hall, continues the Parast, is the property of the people. It has been built for 
them and with their money. When this is the case, the conduct of the Gov- 
ernment in refusing the public the use of this building was, to speak guardedly 
in the present weak condition of the native press, highly condemnable. ‘There 
is no body in England who would adopt such improper conduct, and, hence, 
they show displeasure’ at this step of the Bombay Government. The Parast 
hopes that since this subject is to be discussed again in Parliament, the right 
of the people of Bombay to make use of the Town Hall will be established, and 
there will be in future no objection to use the building for any public occasion. 


The same is extremely glad that Mr. T. B. Kirkham has been appointed 


Is glad that the claims of Acting Educational Inspector C. D., and Mr. Arthur 


Messrs. Kirkham and Berrett Barrett has been nominated Acting Professor of 
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to promotion have been at English literature in the Elphinsto l 
last acknowledged. == of Mr, Kirkham. Mr. Kirkham, observes 
Res is an old and experienced servant of Gover Ht 
ave great satisfaction to the authorities by his successful administration of the 
Fp 1instone High School, of which he was the Principal. Government there- 
upon appointed hi : 3 
Hels too he achieved great success in introducing several reforms. He has not 
been less known to the people of Bombay as a member of the Town Council of 
that City. His several ee. ore services to the Municipality have been 
recorded from time to time, an 


Contageous Disease Act to the town of a deserves great respect. After 
observing that through some reasons Mr. Kirkham’s promotion among the 
Educational Officers has been very late, the Parast is glad that the way of rising 
in the service has at least been opened to him. The Parast also records similar 
great happiness at the appointment of Mr. Barrett as Acting Professor of En- 
lish literature in the Elphinstone College. It alludes to this Officer’s claims to 
the post of the Principal of the Elphinstone High School being over ridden, and 
is glad that he has at least got a place of equal pay though only an acting one. 


The Swadesh Mangal (61) of the 30th April, in noticing the death by 


drowning of a boy who fell into the water from the 


Fe Si teeach wo get i eva steps of the wharf at the Customs House at Broach 


tia whet which are in bad condition, requests the Customs 
i authorities to get these steps repaired. 


The new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 29th April, in an article, headed, “ The 
ernacular Press Act,” (a brick is softer than a stone), 
Alludes to the harsh mode observes that there is a proverb among the natives, 


= ergs oe a Act wasen- ‘* A successor makes his predecessor to be thought of 
in pe ; 6 9? 
Cheselka Yo rg , more favorably,” and the people of Bengal must be 


Circular Order to the minor ‘thinking that there is much truth in the above pro- 
Governments in the matterof verb. ‘Their late Lieutenant-Governor Sir George 


the gee sage of “ig ra Campbell, who was a ruler of strong will, was not 
Peement for ite focbearime Very Popular with them. They criticised his mea- 


policy in the same matter; Sures very severely. He was believed to entertain no 
and prays it to continue to very friendly views towards the native press, and it 


show the same magnanimous was feared that he would curb its liberty. But he 
spiritto the vernacular papers, 


Sg eh apephar did nothing of the kind. He not only did not like 
waits teva in teks apisit ang the new Vevncalan Coems Act, but, Rg the contrary, 
that their criticisms are al. he openly declared in Parliament that the measure 
ways well meant. was uncalled for. His successor, the present Lieute- 

_nant-Governor of Bengal Sir Ashley Eden, who had 
been trying to lessen the liberty of the native press since the very day of his 
appointment, has, at last, succeeded in his object. He did not content himself 
by obtaining the new Act, but commenced to enforce it retrospectively, and 
applied it to such papers as were noted for their respectability, loyalty, modera- 
tion and good sense. These’proceedings of the Bengal Government created a 


great sensation, and met with condemnation even from those English 
which accorded their “y 
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his discreet opposition to the application of the 
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' this law. cae have contented themselves simply by giving a warning to the 

papers under their respective jurisdictions to be ca As for Madras, as the 
_new law has not been made applicable to that. Presidency, there is no.anxiety 

for its vernacular press. The Government of Bombay has as yet treated the 

new Act as a dead-letter, and the Bombay Gazette informs the public, on good 
authority, that Sir Richard Temple has no wish to enforce this. measure. 
this information of the Gazette is true—and the Indu Prakdsh believes it is true 
---His Excellency deserves great thanks.. The Indu Prakdsh most respectfully 
assures His Excellency that the Vernacular Press has no object in giving cause- 
less or unreasonable annoyance or irritation to Government. Its object 1s 
simply to point out what it’ honestly believes to be defects in the administra- 
tion, and to suggest the means of removing those. defects, and of rendering the 
British rule more beneficial to the ryots of this country. The free and respect- 
able criticism which now and then appears in the vernacular press on the acts 
and measures of Government and its officers, is a necessary and healthy result 
of the liberal education which the good English Government is oe 
giving to the people of this country. The wise and good Government will 
not be angry to see that its generous and benevolent efforts are fructifying. 
(Several other papers of this week refer to the above Circular Order of the Gov- 
ernment of India to the minor Governments, regarding the enforcement of the 
new Press Act, and express some consolation for it, and also thank the Gov- 
ernment of India for this indulgent consideration). 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 25th April, but received on the 28th, 
hus an editorial, headed, ‘‘ The enforcement of the 
: ben rene - new (Press) Act and the — ‘ : some phoigmge d 
epainsy wie new Ver- papers.” The article repeats the old remarks so often 
| ap aad ay the — fae that a free press renders very useful and im- 
and other two vernacular portant service to Government by constantly keeping 
papers of Calcutta. it informed of the views and feelings of the poe 
regarding its measures and the acts of its officials ; that 
such information is exceedingly useful to Government ; that the vernacular 
press has been performing this service very faithfully and honestly ; that the 
new law is the result of an undue impatience of any criticisms of their own acts 
on the part either of Government or its officers; and that the. gagging of the 
ab will prove injurious to the interests both of Government and of the people, 
ut more so to those of the former than of the latter. But as Government has 
made up its mind on the subject, it is of no use for the people to argue it any 
more. The writer then notices at some length, the cases of the Sahachar, Sulaw 
Samdchdr, and the Somdj Darpan newspapers of Calcutta, and expresses sorrow at 
these proceedings. Though the English press is left free, the Mahdrdstra 
asserts, it cannot do the particular service which is at present performed by the 
vernacular press. 


The Kirdn (9) of the 28th April, in an article, headed, “ We want nothing 

but justice from the English Government,” tries to 

ane o to explain and xplain and defend the third extract taken from its 
; one of its articles, no- p . ‘ . 

ticed in one of the former ©0/ummns and ineluded in the selection of extracts made 

weekly reports and the sum- by the Government of India from the vernacular 

mary of which was taken ‘papers in support of Act IX. of 1878. After re-pro- 

hehet ‘eg Maat gee lacie the extract in question without marks of quota- 

aa” overmen” ©" tion, the Kiran observes that, after showing in the 

| first two or three sentences how the relations between 

a sovereign and his subjects are dependent on each other, the subsequent sen- 

tence lays it down that, whatever be the conduct of the ruler, the subjects must 

always act towards him with loyalty. From this no sensible person can say 

that the object of the first sentences is to create a feeling of disaffection. In 

_ 1857 the ryots of India were not hostile to the English Government; and in 

Consequence of this only, the English Government was saved ; or else not one 
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‘ 


oting in this country. As long as 
two individuals or two nations entertain no suspicion regarding each other’s 
conduct, and believe in each other’s honesty, so long they prosper and sympa- 
thise with each other. But when a suspicion once arises between them, their 
conduct towards each other is changed, and they begin to cherish ill-feelings 
towards each other. To cherish spite and bitter inimical feelings inwardly, 
and to show humility and friendliness outwardly is reprehensible, and ought to 


be avoided. We live under the rule of the British Government; we know it is 


all powerful, still instead of flattering it falsely, we think it right to point out 
the errors in its administration, and faithfully inform it what the people think 
about them. If to do this be treason, then what just person will say that to 
impose new taxes on the ryots and thereby to make them uneasy is not also 
treason ? - T'wo results were produced by the passing of the License-tax Act, one 
was that the numerous subjects of Her Gracious Majesty have heen deeply 
pained to hear of this addition to their burden; and the other is that a good 


‘provision has been made against future famines. ‘These two results are so much 


opposed to each other that, if the one is called a loyal work, the other must be 
called treasonable, that is, if to make a provision against future famines is a 
work of loyalty, to render the ryots uneasy must necessarily be a work of 
treason. But, properly speaking, this last charge cannot be made against the 
authorities ; because, the object of passing the License-tax Act was cceatinnt and. 
praiseworthy. The same reasoning is applicable to the so-called seditious mat- 
ter in the newspapers. That matter ney cause pain to the Government officials ; 
but the object of all these writings is to 

ernment the means of rendering its rule firm and lasting in this country. While 
meditating on the subject of how the English rule can be made lasting in this 
country, we saw that the prineipal cause of the English rulers becoming so very 


Pteen with us from their first connection, even more popular than the old 


indigenous rulers, was their love of justice. But owing to carelessness in the 
proper selection of the officials, and to the fact that no improvement has been 
effected in the mode of dispensing justice commensurate with the improvement 
of the people, several acts have commenced to strike us as injustice ; and think- 
ing that those acts of injustice which made other rulers objects of dislike, will, 
if commenced to be committed under this Government, render the English rule 
also an object of dislike, and thereby cause a danger to its permanence, we 
asked Government to give us only justice. But this request of ours Govern- 
ment thought to be sediGbue. Government is all powerful. It can think what 


it pleases. Our duty was to say out what we believed; and we believe we did 


nothing wrong in doing so, 


The same, in another article, headed, ‘‘ The enforcement of Act IX. of 

Pala 1878,” observes that as this measure has met with 
sae cee _ almost uniyersal disapprobation, both in this country 
new law in Bengal; refers to 0d in England, it was believed that it would not be 
the Government of India’s brought into operation so very soon. But this belief 
recent order prohibiting such has proved erroneous. The operation of this obnoxi- 
ee a — ous law commenced in Bengal, where one vernacular 
expresses both fear and hope Newspaper has already ceased to exist, two or three 
from the Government of this more have been served with a notice to enter into bail- 
iesoiean in the matter of «bonds, and the rest are expecting the same treatment. 
sti aac The Kiran is not cevnliane at this, because the hostile 
views of the Honorable Mr. Eden, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, towards 
the vernacular press are too well-known. The thing to be regretted is that the 
law threatens to be enforced in the same extraordinary way in which it was 
enacted. When a person is condemned as guilty, the law requires that he 
should be informed of the offence with which he is charged. But when the 
new Act was enforced on the Sahachar newspaper, the Editor of that paper was 
not informed of the publication of what particular matter he was considered 
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ring to the notice of the English Gov- 
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guilty. The Sahachar is said to have been one of the most lo al papers, and 


its Editor, who is an able lawyer, is not likely to commit aught likely to Rae | 


him into the ¢lutches of the law. The only suspicion is that the paper was 
made to suffer for what it published before the new Act was passed; and if it 
be so, all the vernacular papers must soon cease to exist. For, there are few 
papers which are not accused by Government of publishing seditious matter, 
vit, those which are not so accused are of little influence or ability. Then 
referring to the Circular Order of the Government of India to the local adminis- 
trations, not to apply the new Act to any eee without obtaining its previous 
sanction to do so, and never to apply that law retrospectively, the writer ob- 
serves that this is no doubt good news, but he cannot feel any great consolation 
from it. It only defers the calamity, and does not remove-it. It is feared 
whether the adverse criticisms on the one-pound theory of Sir Richard Temple 
will bring the vernacular papers of this Presidency under the operation of the 
terrible law. But His Excellency has been sufficiently magnanimous not to 


avail himself of this law as yet, and it is believed and hoped that he will con- 
tinue to be so in future. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 28th April, in an article, headed ‘“ How 

| unjust is the new Press Act ?” Observes that day by day 

Does not see the necessity the injustice of this law is becoming more flagrant. 
“of ee a ae, The Act is so wae Hoes that it is better to close the 
sient oF lndia. presses (than to submit to its provisions.) The Saha- 


char pial we having discontinued to be published, 
and several other papers of Bengal 


somewhat milder. However, there is one thing worth knowing about it. And 
it is this that this law is drafted on the text of a similar law existing in Eng- 
land. Government has made the mistake of enacting this law for India as there 
was no necessity of doing so. The press law of England was passed at a time 
when the press of Ireland said openly that Ireland ought to become indepen- 
dent of England. It said this we other things at a time when the whole of 
Ireland was agitated ; and had such writings been allowed to be circulated, they 
would have caused much damage ; and to put down such writings the English 
Press Act was passed, for which there was an apparent necessity. But is there 
any similarity between Ireland and India, except in the fact that both are con- 
quered countries? ‘There is a vast difference between the two countries. The 
people of Ireland are turbulent and fanatic ; but the people of India are peaceful 
and inoffensive, and hence no Press Act was required for the latter country. 


‘The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 27th April, but received on the 29th, is glad 


to see His Excellency the Viceroy has issued an order 
i Is glad that His Excellency to the subordinate Governments not to bring into 
és he eae, hy Hata rchaleag operation the new Vernacular Press Act in regard 
ébidin Me sanékiod “before «tO ONY Revets without obtaining the previous sanction 
‘putting into force the new Of the Government of India, and that the Act should 
a val apie in aver to any not be made to have a retrospective effect. Then re- 
reteciapdetive Sect Alen ‘erring to the notices served by the Government of 
wishes His Excellency would Bengal on the Sahachar and some other newspapers 
repeal the Press Act as itis within its jurisdiction, and the discontinuance of the 
not needed at all. publication of the former paper, the Jdme Jamsed ob- 
serves that this step of the Bengal Government spread 
a dread among the vernacular papers of the whole of India, that they would 
not find it safe to make even legitimate criticisms on the public acts of Gov- 
ernment or Government officials, and that the freedom. ofthe press was. taken 
away. The Bengal Government did not communicate to the Sahachar and 
other papers which were called upon to enter into bail-bonds, which writin 


of theirs were considered seditious by Government, and for which they were 
called upon to enter into the bonds. On enquiry as to what had induced the 


aving been made to enter into bail-bonds, : 
Government itself has discovered the harshness of this law and has made it 
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Government of Bengal to put the law into operation as regards these papers, it 
was found that none of these papers had written any seditious matter; while, on 
the other hand, as stated by the Sahachar, it has ever shown loyalty and reve- 
rence to Her Imperial Majesty. The criticisms made by the Sahachar and other 
papers on the acts of the authorities are legitimate, and there is not one word of 
sedition in them. The control exercised over such papers was tantamount to 
the deprivation of the liberty of the press. This improper mode of bringing 
into force the new Press Act at the commencement gave rise to much complaint. 
It is gratifying to see that Lord Lytton has issued the abovementioned order 
to the subordinate Governments, and it must dispel the dread spread among the 
vernacular papers and bring them courage. This order of His Lordship is 
such as to give a mere nominal existence to the new Press Act. The subordi- 
nate Governments will not dare to apply for sanction to exercise control over a 
vernacular paper, unless it is found to have written seditious matter. No at- 
tempt will be made to put the law into force in regard to a paper, which show- 
ing due respect to Government makes legitimate criticisms on the wilful or un- 
just acts of Government or Government officers. Thus, it seems that His Ex- 
cellency has no intention of depriving the vernacular press of its proper freedom. 
And hence there is no need for keeping in existence the new Vernacular Press 
Act. Penal Code is quite sufficient to punish seditious writings against Govern- 


ment or Her Imperial Majesty. If His Excellency wishes to preserve in tact 


the liberty of the native press, if behoves His Excellency to repeal the new 
Press Act. The Jéme Jamsed is glad that Sir Richard Temple has not shown a 
desire to bring into force this law in this Presidency. (The Guzerat Mitra (42). 
and the Yajddn Parast (48) of the 28th April also are glad of this order of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, and are deeply grateful to him. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 28th April, in a leader, headed ‘‘ Partial sus- 
pension of the press gagging Act,” in referring to the 
Observes that the recent recent order issued by the Government of India to the 


order of His Excellency the minor Governments, that the new Press Act should not 
Viceroy to the minor Go- 


yalliadiite 46 ‘obthin the pen. be brought by them into force in regard to any paper 


vious sanction of the Supreme without obtaining its previous sanction, observes that 


Government before bringing this news brings consolation. The order has consi- 
into force the Vernacular qderably lessened the harshness of the new Act, and 
phe ‘vl gp Pea ceo abi, tough Editors have lost their real freedom, still the 
modified the harshness ct new order of the Government of India brings confidence 
that law. that before an Editor is brought under the control of 
3 _ the new Act, some enquiries will be made, and some 
justice will be dealt. At the least, this order has certainly prohibited the local 
authorities from wilfully bringing any paper under their control. Particularly, 
the papers of the mofussil have been saved by this order from the fear of being 
brought under the authority of wilful officers. These officers look upon an 
independent writer with disfavor, and the new Press Act would have been in 
their hands a fearful weapon. .The Act had clothed them with authority to 
obtain the permission of the local Government and to compel the Editor of any 
newspaper to enter into a bail-bond without showing any cause, or without 
brin ng any accusation against him. The order of His Excellency the Viceroy 

nearly deprives them of that authority, and requires that before exercising any 
control over a news pet writer, the reasons for wishing to obtain it should be 
communicated to His Excellency, and translations of the articles to which objec- 
tion 1s taken should be sent to him. Thus the local authorities will not be able 
to take any steps in this matter without the sanction of the Viceroy. Now it 
rests solely in the hands of the Governor General to make a wilful use of 


the authority, and though there isa probability of His Excellency’s misusing 
that authority on uncommon occasions, yet there is no doubt that Lord Lytton 


. 


has seen his mistake in passing this law, and has corrected it without passing 


another law. 
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Municipalities. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (60) of the 29th April, states that the road from the 

1 oe . fort to the Makéi Bhdgol near the wharf on the river 
Seems me Municipality of side at Surat, is full of dust and holes which cause 
the Wharf on the river-side, great inconvenience and danger to carts laden with 
and requests the Municipality goods, and foot. passengers going over it. This road 
of Rénder to resume water- has not been repaired by the Municipality, whose work 
Te Ben ae eer me it is to keep it in good repair. The writer does not 
Rinder | we get this road puck4-built, as it is very likely 
to be spoilt by the annual inundations of the river 
T4épti. He wishes that the road should be kaché repaired, i.¢., the holes should 
be filled up and the dust kept down. This kind of repair will not cost more 
than two hundred rupees every year, which amount should be spent by the 
Corporation to protect the health of the people, The Nydya Prakdsh has heard 
that the Municipality of Rander has discontinued since the month of March 
last watering the pucké road between the bridge on theriver Tapti and Rander. 


If this report be true, the Municipality ought not to have discontinued this 
work in the middle of the hot season. 


The Swadesh Mangal (61) of the 30th April, makes several suggestions to 
the Municipality of Broach. Town duty is levied on 
cloth brought into the town by dealers, who have, 
however, to wander about to pay theduty. Ifthe 
goods are examined at the toll places and the duty is at once levied, the dealers 
will be saved much annoyance. It is also said that persons who bring into the 
town cloth for their private use, have also to wander about here and there, 
though no duty is levied on it. If the cases of these persons are disposed of 
at the toll places, they too will be saved much causeless annoyance. The Mu- 
nicipality should throw down sand at the Dashashwamedha, where numerous 
persons go to bathe in the river on the new and full moon days, and where 
there is much mire, and should construct a road for those people. This can be 
done without much expense. Water for watering the roads of the town should 
be taken from the river Rew4ji. It is taken at present from the wells in the 
town ; but the water-supply of the town is thereby lessened. Sand should be 
thrown down at the Jadeshwari gate, the roads of the town should be well 
watered, and disinfecting powder should be thrown on dirty spots. 


Makes several suggestions 
to the Municipality of Broach. 


Railways. 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (45) of the 27th April, but received on the 29th, com- 


plains that though one of the bye-rules prohibits the 
Asks the Railway Compa- 


nies of this Presidency to en- 
force the prohibition against 
smoking cheroots by. passen- 
gers while riding in the Rail- 
way carriages. 


ger to the life of the passengers and prope 
this prohibited practice. wh 


“ascigt ap of the second and thir 


smoking of cheroots in the passenger carriages, some 
class carriages of 

oth the railways of these Presidency smoke country 
cheroots in the overcrowded carriages. They do so 
very recklessly and even in the presence of the en- 
ployés of the Railway Companies, There is great dan- 


rty of the Companies in permitting 
+ 


issue instructions to their servants to enforce the above prohibition strictly and 


rigorously. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 25th April, 


Complains that the Juné- 
aig State has done nothing 
or the relief of the famine- 
stricken people of the State 


Native States. 


but received on the 28th, states that the ryots of the 
Jundgarh State 7 suffer from the famine pre- 
vailing in Kattywar. Man 


and are dying from starvation, but nobody cares for 


e Sowddgar requests these Railway Companies to. 


y of these persons have died — 
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axes and. dues from the cultivators by. 
without enquiring as to whether the cul 


families. ‘The same writer tes that Damodar, \arsl 
instrumentality or influence of Makbul Miyé, a Hujarié of the Naw4b. The 


State must compensate him for the expenses in ‘by him. He demands 
from the State about fifty thousand koris, but of paying him this 
amount, he has been imprisoned, and no one listens to his complaint. His case 
is worth being taken up by the Political Agent. 


| KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 
. | | Reporter on the Native Press. ; 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ‘ 
Poona, 7th May 1878. 
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Polidsca ond the Pebiig Adasintetration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 6th May, in an article, headed, “‘ The Native 
Army sent to Malta,” observes that it was very cre- 

Makes one or two sugges- ditable to the native sepoys that they evinced great 
tions regarding the treatment lacrity and enthusiasm in going to Europe for active 


vey ays Bony la *o ‘service. It is, however, doubtful whether the 


climate of Europe will agree with their constitutions. 


The Indu Prakdsh has no doubt that the authorities have given due considera- 
tion to this important matter; yet mere consideration and actual experience 
are very different from each other. And the writer believes that sending more 
native troops for the service depends on the batch which has already gone 


faring well in the new climate. He further remarks that, though the number - 


of Europeans employed in this country is comparatively small, and though 
they are necessary for the due protection of this country, as Government 
spends more for their comforts and conveniences than is spent on the native 
troops, it must be ready to send them too for field service. The writer also 
requests the authorities to give a particular and indulgent attention to the re- 
ligious prejudices and comforts of the native troops sent on foreign service. 
Here also he acknowledges that the authorities are fully aware of the above 
consideration ; but a recent mistake of this kind has induced him to repeat the 
caution. Here the writer mentions the incident connected with the 31st 
Bengal Native Regiment. The remarks made by the Indu Prakdsh on this 
subject are a re-production of those which have appeared in a recent issue of 
the Times of India. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 1st May, but received on 5th, referring to 

Voie Mabie samsewe of the recent speech of His Excellency Sir Richard 
Palio nin. 8 calabncline Temple, on the occasion of opening the new Dhond 
local Railways and irriga- and Manmdd Railway, observes that man’s desires 
tional works announced by are proverbially insatiable. The more they are grati- 
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Sir Richard Temple in bis fied the keener they grow. Till very recently a 


speech, delivered at the open- 
ing of the Dhond and Man- 
mad Railway, and expects 
much good from these great 


railway or a telegraph was too wonderful to be a fact. 
But we are indebted to the British Government for 
enabling us not only to believe these facts, but actual- 


shoasae ly to enjoy these boons of western science and 
enterprize. The writer then shortly alludes to the invaluable service the Rail- 
ways have rendered to this country during the last Deccan famine, in supply- 
ing the famine-stricken Districts with corn from the most distant parts of the 
country, and thereby saving numberless lives from starvation and death. 
The announcement made by His Excellency that the Deccan will get about 
1,300 miles of railway and as many of canals, in addition to what it has got 
already, and that this new railway will connect Satara and Kolhdpur with the 


‘old line, has inspired the ryots of those opi with hopes of their districts 
obtaining several boons, both agricultural and commercial. The Sudhdékar 


hopes that the excellent 


carried out, 


scheme announced by His Excellency will soon be 


The same contains a short communicated article, the writer of which 


Laments onee more over 
the miseries and privations 
suffered by the people of 
Satara from a great scarcity 
of good water, particularly in 
the hot season, and prays 
Government to enable the 
good Collector of that district 


to remove it. 


reiterates the old and often-repeated complaint of 
the people of Satara, that that town - suffers very 
severely from a scarcity of water, especially in the 
hot months. The people are put to extreme misery 
in procuring the requisite supply of this necessary of 


life. Serious accidents now and then happen to per- 


sons at the water-cisterns. Street-fires also \ prove 


more destructive from want of a good supply of water, 
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than they would be otherwise, The present po 


i 
pular Collector, Mr. Moore, has 


been long, trying to, remove this great and crying want, and the writer hopes 


Government wi 


| enable him to carry out his humane object. 


A correspondent of the same thinks that the mode in which criminal 


-Thinks that the mode in 
which criminal sentences are 
carried out at present is not 
as deterrent as it should be, 
and suggests a new mode in 
order to obtain that object. 


sentences are carried out has not a sufficiently deter- 
rent effect on evil disposed persons. He suggests 


that criminals: should be made to undergo the punish- 


ments inflicted on them at the places of their residence 
and in the presence of their acquaintances. For 


| instance, if a person is sentenced to rigorous impri- 
sonment, he should be made to work as a convict in his own village or town, 
at least for a portion of his term. Ifhe is to be flogged he should be flogged 
in the market-town nearest to his village on the market-day ; or, if he is to be 
hanged, he should be hung at his village or town. The writer tries to show 
that it will not be very expensive or troublesome to c out this suggestion, 


while the good it will effect by deterring the evil minded from following a 
criminal course will be very great. 


Another correspondent of the same writing from Karja, states that at a 


: fair which is held at that place, people gamble b 
Se eg Bsr nr < means of a wheel, and cheat the nd 3 ; iddthoastit 
nn oat Karjanecarthetown less. Though Government has prohibited all sorts 
of Satara, and prays the of gambling by a special. Act, the above nefarious 
authorities concerned to put practice is allowed to go on in the open daylight, 
— and even in the presence of the police. The authori- 
ties concerned are requested to take due notice of this evil. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 5th May, in an article, headed, ‘ The going of 
the Indian army into Europe,” observes that about 
8,000 sepoys of India have, with es joy and com- 
plete disregard to life, gone to Europe to fight with 
service to foreign parts, the armies of mighty Russia. This is an event wor- 
thoroughly refutesthe charge thy to be recorded in history, and very creditable to 
of disloyalty so often made Yndia and her people. Foreigners used to call us, 
against the natives of this 74 : . 
country. 5 and perhaps with reason, many hard names; bat this 
honorable conduct of the sepoys will wipe off that 
long standing stigma from the natives of India. It is yet very doubtful 
whether there will be any war at all; but if one takes place, and yet the Indian 
ra does not get an opportunity to fight, it will not be his fault, but that of 
the English Government. Though the English Government and the English 
people apply to us several low adjectives, and call us even traitors, yet when 
the occasion has come, regardless of our lives, leaving our wives and children 
behind us, we have become cheerfully ready to go thousands of miles and 
beyond the seas to fight for our Government, and, thereby, have done our duty 
and proved ourselves thoroughly loyal. Now though we comment on some of its 
acts, Government has no right to call us traitors. For, had we been reall 


traitors, we would not have been so enthusiastic and willing to fight wit 
its enemies. | 


The great enthusiasm and 
joy shown by the native 
troops in going on active 


The same has one more article, headed, “ Popular thoughts about the 
oe ren license-tax.” This time ae Arunodaya tries to show 
ee ee that the statement advanced by some, that though a 
appare = me re earge peen tax may be apparently imposed on traders, the tra- 


devolved by them ultimately ders contrive to devolve it on their customers or con- 
on their customers, the consu- 


The argument used by the writer in support of 


views does not appear to be very convincing. — 


tomers, | be : ee ; | « ore "i 
Bstandee 3 seperate sumers of the articles wage Sages in, is not true in fact. | 
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The Bombay Samdc 


are generally located in nar- 
row, ill-ventilated, and dirty 
places, and young children 
are overerowded in them; 


{ § 


hdr (43) of the 6th May, once more repeats its old com- 


plaint that the primary indigenous schools in Bombay 


are wh gnc to be found located in narrow, ill-venti- 
lated and 


dirty places in which young boys are over- 


crowded. The masters of these schools-are generally 


illiterate and avaricious persons, who, to obtain the 


4 : “oan, greatest profit from their work, generally secure bad 
swine per a : ‘chads places free of rent or for a very small oak The con- 
health, and requests Govern- sequence of over-crowding young children for eight 
copa ag pga pag “ or more hours every day, and:particularly in the 
par age Spite of bate * hot months, in such narrow, ill-ventilated and dirt 
ees _ places, is that the health of these children is injured, 
and very frequently their lives are endangered. The parents of these young 
children ought to protect them from exposure to such dangers, but they are 
ignorant of sueh matters, and are quite indifferent to them. It behoves Gov- 
ernment in the interests of humanity, therefore, to take due notice of this state 
_of things, and adopt the necessary measures to remove it. Sir Richard Temple 
takes particular interest in the education of the people, and it is hoped he will 
interest himself in this question. There are several officers in the Educational 
- Department of Government, and if attempts are made through them to remove 

these defects they will be removed, Success in this matter will save hundreds 


of young children from a kind of cruelty exercised over them and from pre- 
mature death. | 


The same of the 7th May, in alluding to the case of a Negro beggar, who 


_ recently stole a sword from the shop of a Pdrsi arms’ 
Advises the dealers in 


fire and other arms in Bom- 
bay to keep them well secured 
in their shops, and requests 
the police to see that these 
weapons are kept in good 
security. 


dealer in the Bazar Gate Street, Bombay, and 
wounded a Maratha passer by; observes that one may 
see that in the shops of dealers in arms in Bombay 
dangerous weapons such as swords, daggers, long 
knives, muskets and pistols are placed or hung near 


| the doors or windows of the shops, so as to be easily 
accessible to any excited or phrensied person. Such shops are also left open 


with no one to take care of them, relying only on the good offices of neigh-. 


bouring shopkeepers to keep an eye on them. Such is the case especially in 
the bazar outside the fort, and as regards the shops of Boréhs and Mahomedan 
dealers in arms. ‘The case with which the phrensied Negro abovementioned 
stole the sword hung on the door of a shop of arms, shows the danger of being 
negligent in properly securing and keeping arms in shops. And it behoves 
the dealers in these dangerous weapons to keep them more securely in their 


shops, and the police and other authorities to insist upon these dealers keeping 
the arms well secured. _ , 


The Akhbdére Sowddgar (45) of the 4th May, but received on the 6th, is 
gee glad to find that His Excellency the Viceroy in 
Mh dpe oe Sir Richard for (Conncil has acknowledged by ‘aslaitung the great 
great and indefatigable . : . : | 
exertions inthe administra. #00 indefatigable services of Sir Richard Temple, and 
tion of this Presidency, and has thanked him for the same. Sir Richard, says the 
expresses pleasure at their $§{owdagar, has proved to the people of Bombay, that 
Ex eR “ His he is indefatigable and able. He does not know 
Council: si werey ™ what slothful ease is since the day he came to Bom- 
ce bay. Instead of making expensive trips to Poona 
_ and Mahableshwar, he visited Guzerat, Kattywar, Sind, Khandesh and other 
parts of this Presidency, and disposed of many disputed points, and conferred 
many hy Bavee on the people of those parts, He did not feel wearied by 


s0 much travelling. He takes extremely great trouble in looking after the 
, &xpeditionary force which is being despatched to Europe from Bombay. His 
Excellency js to be found all day employed in supervising the preparations 
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which are being made for the departing army. He comes riding in the hot. 


sun from the Government House at Malabar Point to the Commissariat Offices, 
and thence goes to the Government Dockyard, and, if need be, to one or two 
vessels in the harbour. By these great exertions His Excellency prevented 
the Commissariat contractors from committing extensive frauds and cheating 
Government, and encouraged workmen and others to hasten the preparations 
for the despatch of the’ expeditionary force. The great advantage which 
has accrued from these exertions of His Excellency is, that there has been a 
great saving in the expenses of the preparations of the departing force. All 
these bodily exertions do not weary Sir Richard. He joins in public meetings 
and shows that he has bestowed his best attention on the subjects of those 


meetings. One might suppose that all these engagements might prevent the 


indefatigable Governor from duly discharging his legitimate duties as the 
ruler of this Presidency. But such is not the case. His Excellency rises early 
in the morning, and expeditiously and satisfactorily disposes of the day’s work, 
leaving very little arrears for the next day. The people of this Presidency 
never had before such an active, painstaking and able Governor, nor is it likely 
they will get such a one in future. They will very much feel his loss when he 
departs on the expiry of his term of office. It is very gratifying to see that 
His Excellency the Viceroy in Council has acknowledged the great services of 
Sir Richard, and has thanked him. (The Rést Goftdr (46) of the 5th May, in a 
leader, headed, “ Our sunstroke-proof Governor,” repeats the above sentiments 
with more detail and more force. The Yajddn Parast (48) of the same date 
also expresses similar sentiments. ) ) 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 5th May, in a leader, headed, “ Petty defects 

in the despatch of troops,” observes that though all 

Complaints in regard to the required arrangements were made for the des- 
the ve ania ca = Pec patch of the native troops to Malta, there were some 
sapere ee defects in those arrangements. It is said that several 
earthen stoves supplied to the sepoys for cooking their 

food were not strong at the bottom, and otherwise were not well made; that 
the musket-stands could not accommodate long muskets, which had to be slung 
tied with twine; between the decks the heat was fearful, and on several vessels 
proper arrangements were not made for. creating a breeze ;.in several places 
the sepoys had disposed of their luggage in such a way, that there were 
hindrances to the free passage of a breeze; the Sikh sepoys were made to wash 
the decks, which work they did without objection; but they complained that 
the one pound batta given them was not sufficient, and that they required food 
weighing a pucka Bengali sher, which comes to two pounds; and if Govern- 
ment was not willing to double the rations, they would purchase one pound of 
food over and above the one pound given by Government. The Sikh sepoys 
alone did not make this complaint, the 31st Bengal Infantry and other Regi- 
ments also made the same demand; all arrangements for the provisions for the 
sepoys being made in Bombay, the authorities supplied to the sepoys of upper 
India the same food as was purchased for the troops of this Presidency. But 
most of the former being flesh-eaters, they were disappointed to find that flesh 
was not provided for them. These sepoys, and particularly the Sikhs, suspect- 
ed that the water tanks in the Dockyard were filled with water through the 
means of leathern pipes. The writer in the Rdst Goftir hopes that these tanks 
were filled with water by means of canvas pipes, and that these sepoys left 


these shores thoroughly freed from their suspicion. In several vessels there. 
was a great scarcity of water. The second portion of the expedition was to 


weigh anchor on Wednesday, but it left on T 
of water. Several ships, rticularly those on which horses were embark 


? 


are suspected to have sailed away without carrying a sufficient supply of water. 
On one ship the sheep were embarked, but no water for them was stored on 
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her. All these complaints have arisen after the expedition left these shores. 
Notwithstanding these petty complaints the despatch of the gap oa force 
is considered successful. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (25) of the 6th May, notices 
some of the complaints mentioned above, and observes that no one can be 
blamed for their existence. All had done their work as well as possible, con- 
sidering the short time of ten days permitted them to work. The defects may 


be attributed to nothing else than want of sufficient time to make the required 
extensive arrangements.) Cane 


The Yajdan Parast (48) of the 5th May, in noticing, with approval, the 


Prave Government to com. 2PPoimtment of Mr. Lethbridge as Press Commis- 
manicate direct to the native 10her for communicating news from the records of 
press the same information the Government of India to the public press, observes 
from Government records that the Commissioner has been doing his work for 
plies a a to the: several months past, and supplies information from 
ee Government records to most of the Anglo-Indian 
papers; and this arrangement has removed the cause of the complaints which 

used to be made on account of information from Government records not being 
— aecessible to the public press. Thus the communication of official news to the 
public by means of the press has proved beneficial both to the public and to 
Government. But it is inexplicable that the same favour in this matter is not 
shown by Mr. Lethbridge to the native press. Very often the native press 
makes improper criticisms on the acts of Government, in ignorance of official 
news which should be communicated to it direct, and has to withdraw those 
criticisms after becoming aware of the truth through indirect channels. If, 
therefore, information from Government records is communicated direct to the 
native press, as it is communicated to the Anglo-Indian papers, the cause of a 
misunderstanding which frequently arises would be removed, and both Govern- 
ment and its native subjects would receive considerable benefit. 


The Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 6th May, contains a communicated article, the 

writer of which alluding to the new Press Act of the 

Approves of the new Press Government of India, says that the measure was the 

= a and asserts that it is the necessary consequence of the foolish abusé, which 
houghtless abuse of the Fis hb) d jenc ' de of th 

liberty of the press by some SMe thoughtless and, ignorant writers made or the 

foolish writers that has neces- liberty of the press. Though warnings were uttered 

sitated this severe measure. against this abuse, though the perpetrators of this 
se a ee that the wise folly were told that harsh and violent criticisms 

les will use it with ‘ ° 

due discretion and modera. ®gainst the measures of Government were unwise and 
tion. -. . unsuitable, the advice was disregarded, and persist- 
~~. ence in the folly brought ruin not only on the guilty 

but on the innocent. The true duties of a public journalist are not very easy. 

To compose a few sentences is not enough to make one a good editor. How 

stupid is it to attempt to ridicule persons immeasurably superior to oneself in 

every respect, by talking of them lightly in order to obtain the applause of per- 

SONS as PK ip baer as the writer who ridicules? A really able writer is always 


thoughtful, dignified, and calm. He is never vulgar. He is heard respectfully 


£. ; ‘ 


even by those whose acts he criticises. He never babbles like a buffoon. He 
never aspires to obtain popularity among the vulgar by pandering to their 
foolish mirth, The writer cannot find fault with the Viceroy for passing the 
new Press Act, and, thereby, bringing the thoughtless writers of the vernacular 
press to their senses, He, however, hopes that our rulers, who are lovers of 
true liberty, will use this measure with due discretion and moderation, so as 
not to lessen the popular esteem which they deservedly enjoy. 
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The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 9th May, like several of its native con- 
ed, wea ek temporaries, is glad to see that His Excellency the Vice- 
Joins esl bch ga roy has issued orders to the minor Governments that 

Ietoe'wih User’ f the the new Vernacular Pross Act is not to be brought 
Viceroy, depriving thesubor: into force by them with regard to any native pa 
dinate Governments of the without first obtaining his sanction, and that the law 


Aaa spon re should not be applied retrospectively. The Samdchdér 


, viously obtaining Observes that though this law was soon after its enact- 
yg nt an sajelatne ment considered by every body to be a harsh piece of 
not to give this lawa retro- legislation, most people did not think that when 
Ke eo — — an order was issued to a newspaper that it should 
kept in existence in its ass @ bail-bond, no cause for making such a demand 
present form. on it would be communicated to it, and that it would 

not be informed that a particular writing in it had 
compelled the authorities to take that course. But, in this very objection- 
able way the new Act was put into force in regard to the Sahachar newspaper 
of Bengal, and that paper thought it = to discontinue its publication 
rather than pass the bail-bond i of it. Another fearful thing which 
came to light in putting into force this law in regard to the Sahachar and two 
or three other papers of Bengal, was that this Act was made to bring within 
its cognizance writings which had appeared in those papers before its enact- 
ment. . This had considerably endangered the safety of the vernacular press, 
and it seemed that the liberty of that press was pes an endto. But Lord 
Lytton’s latest act in regard to this law has proved that the authorities do not 
wish to be so very harsh to the natives and native writers. On seeing the 
frightful appearance of this law when it was first put in force, His Lordshi 
- deprived all officers of the authority to put it in force whenever they sei f 
and reserved that authority to himself alone. His Excellency has, moreover, 
ordered that the Act is not to be given a retrospective effect. Further, His 
Lordship has done the very proper act of cancelling the operation given to this 
law in regard to the Sahachar and two or three other papers of Bengal. In 
doing these things His Lordship has given at the proper time due assurance to 
the people of this country. It does not prove, however, that it is unobjection- 
able to let this law remain in existence in its present form. The pressure of 
this law would be felt by the native writers notwithstanding His Lord- 
ship’s reserving to himself the power of putting it into force. Certainly, the 
latest act of His Lordship in regard to this law as mentioned above, is praise- 
worthy. Yet so long as this law remains in existence in its present form, the 
natives and native writers can never feel themselves at ease. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Belgawm Samachar (14) of the 6th May, complains 
that in the town of Belgaum cattle-tenders are allowed 
_ Complains of two nuisances +o bring in cattle in the dark, and carts are permitted 
— higy of Belgaum, and +o be kept on and obstruct the roads. Passengers often 
e Municipality to ° . : 
prohihit them. suffer accidents from the above evil peecties on dark 
nights. There are Municipal lights, but they are few 
and confined to the principal thoroughfares. The Municipality is requested 
to prohibit carts from being kept on and obstructing the public roads, and the 
tenders of cattle from driving their cattle through the town in the dark. The 
request was made once before, but as it was not attended to by the Municipa- 
lity ; it has been repeated once more with a hope that it will receive better 
attention this time from the Corporation. mee 


A correspondent of the Nydya Prakdsh (60) of the 6th May, complains that 
Request the Secretary to ON the high vacant ground on one side of the public 
the Municipality of Suratto Park in Surat the servants of the Park and other per- 
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prohibit the nuisance com- sons commit nuisances. They have made it their 
mitted near the public Park privy ground. The stink proceeding from this place 
” ~.____ @gnsiderably annoys the persons who sit or move in 
the Park. The writerrequests the Municipal Secretary to prohibit this nui- 


7 


sance, and to relieve the public of Surat from it. 
Native States. 


The Guerat Mitra (42) of the 5th May, in a leader headed, “ Experiences 


es of a Undi pilgrim,” states that it is sorry to learn 

q gikwédi police Se & that at the fair of 15th Chaitra Shuddha last, at Und 
its conduct at the Unéi fair, tae conduct of the police force of the Gaikwad and 
of the Bansda State, which had gone there to preserve 
order among the pilgrims, inflieted miseries on the pilgrims and tha Aaciors 
who had taken their goods to the fair for sale. The locality in which the fair 
is held, and the sacred tank in which the pilgrims bathe, are situated within the 
jurisdictions of the Gdikwdd and the Bansda Chief, and both the States enjoy 
the right of sending their police for the protection of the people who flock to 
this fair. On the pees day of the last fair the Gdikwddi police for no 
known reason prohibited the pilgrims from bathe in the saered tank. The 
police of the Bansda State, on the other hand, encouraged the pilgrims to go 
and bathe in this tank. A dispute arose between the two police forces, and 
each of them had to obtain the aid of more policemen from their respective 
districts. The result of this was that the pilgrims were given permission to 
bathe the next day. But before this permission was received, many pilgrims 
had dispersed and returned to their homes. The Gdikwédi police is also said 
to have adopted unjust conduct with the dealers at the fair. It assigned 
them land to put up.their shops upon, but on the fair day demanded more rent 
for it than was usually paid, and exercised harshness in the recovery of it. This 
produced a good deal of annoyance to the dealers and the pilgrims. On this 
oceasion the police of the Bansda State gave the dealers land to put up their 
shops upon without charging any rent. After observing that the above account 


is open to: correction, the Mitra — the authorities of both the States to 
prevent similar occurrences at future fairs. 


The same contains a communication, headed, “ Justice in Gondal, No. 2,” 

va the writer of which complains that Mr. Bhagwanlal 

a peg, ve that the Théne- QGopélr4i, the Théneddr of Gondal, does not dispense 
dar of Gondal does not dis- g eae ‘ : : 

pense justice properly. ue justice. He (the writer) mentions a case in 

which an old and half blind dealer was sentenced to 

the seyere punishment of two months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of 

Rs. 25, for giving to a purchaser a little less Bdjri than he ought to have 

given. In another case in which a dealer was found to possess short weights, 

the Thadnedér delayed the decision of the case for three months, and then in- 

flicted a fine of Rs. 10 on the dealer, The writer mentions a third case in 

which he alleges that the Thdaneddr delayed the decision of it for.a long time, 

and then inflicted a light punishment upon the person and his accomplices, who 


had been accused and convicted of inflicting severe injuries upon the complain- 


KRISHNA SHASTRI CHIPLONKAR, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
| Poona, 14th May 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 13th May, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Lord North- 
brook and the Public Works Department in India,” 
Condemns the policy of observesthat many thoughts and suggestions have 
imposing new taxes for con- been put forth to alleviaté the distress caused by the 
structing public works to al- fy 1 ° Soon a Sebald A 
leviate the distress caused by ‘Frequently recurring famines in India. oyal 
the Indian famines. Commission is sitting in England to ascertain the 
best means for gaining that humane and philanthropic 
object. But before its labors are over, the Indian Government has imposed 
new taxes for constructing new public works to mitigate the evils of famines. 
Among other suggestions, Lord Salisbury made one on this subject which 
deserves notice. His Lordship observed that people in India should make it 
a point to spend their earnings more economically, and effect a saving in years 
of plenty to serve them in bad years ; and if they did this, they would be saved 
from much of the distress from which they suffer now in years of famine, and 
would prove less burdensome to the Government. This advice of His Lord- 
ship is proper enough ; but it can prove of little use to the people of this country. 
For, many reasons, which have been frequently mentioned before, and which, 
therefore, need not be repeated here,;-have contributed to make the. people of 
this country so very poor as compel them.to. live from hand to mouth, 
and render them unable to lay by anything for years of distress. Had Lord 
Salisbury known this real condition of the Indian masses, he would not have 
made the above suggestion. On the contrary, had His Lordship compelled the 
Government of India to observe economy in its administrative expenses, the 
burden of taxation imposed on the Indian ryots would have been somewhat 
lessened, and they would have been a little better able to face the distress caused. 
by recurring famines. But, observes the Indu Prakdsh, there do not appear 
now-a-days any among the officers of Government, either high or low, who 
evince sympathy for the people. Most of these officers seem bent upon gaining 
a name for themselves, by trying to put into force their administrative crotchets, 
- without giving a thought as to whether these crotchets may prove beneficial to 
the people or not. These thoughts, observes the Indu Prakdsh, have been sug- 
gested by the evidence given by Lord Northbrook before the Committee ap- 
pointed by Parliament to ascertain the best means for mitigating the distress 
caused by the Indian famines. Here the Indu Prakash gives the substance of 
the queries put by Mr. Fawcett and the replies given thereto by Lord North- 
brook, about the undesirability of imposing new taxes for constructing public 
works intended to relieve the distress caused by the famines, and observes that 
a perusal of the whole evidence given by His Lordship shows that, it depends 
solely on the will of the ruling Governor General. to follow a certain adminis- 
trative policy. In his four years’ regime, though His Lordship did not lighten 
the old burden of taxation on the Indian ryots, certainly he did not increase it. 
He was convinced that the Public Works Department spends money lavishly, 
and that in several instances funds were laid out in constructing public works 
‘which were neither beneficial to the people, nor remunerative to Government; 
and he, therefore, devoted his particular attention to this Department, and 
allowed only such works to be constructed as were really useful. The present 
authorities pursue a course contrary to that followed by Lord Northbrook. 
They think that a multiplicity of railway lines and canals all over the country 
is the best preventive of famines. There was not much objection to their con- 
structing these works, had they not imposed new taxes to bring in the requisite 
funds for their construction. But the ryots being heavily loaded with taxes 
and suffering from dear prices or famine, it is not wise to impose new taxes for 
the construction of those works. 3 Fe 
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The Arunodaya (12) of the 12th May, highly approves of the recommenda- 
ek Lie hes, _tion made by Mr, redderburn of the Bombay Civil 
Advocates the revival of Service, in a lecture delivered by him in England to 
the Panchéyat tastes ioe revive the Indian village Panchdéyat system as a 
supercession of the constitat. 8Pecific to lessen the increasing litigation. and conse- 
ed Civil Courts of the coun- quent poverty of the Indian ry ots. : The Arunodaya 
try. alludes to the Panchayat system as an old and popular 
; institution in this country, and to its being more 
useful than the constituted Civil Courts of the British Government, and to other 
matters often advanced by the native press in advocating the revival of the 
Panchayat Courts for the decision of civil suits, and noticed several times in 

these weekly summaries. ; 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 12th May, makes some severe complaints against 
; the proceedings of the Commission sitting at Shold- 
ee a thepro- pur, for enquiry into frauds committed in the Traffic 
Saar ct Sholépur toenquire Department of the G. I. P. Railway. Several persons 
into certain Railway frauds. have been suddenly apprehended and carried away 
after being hand-cuffed. The account books of seve- 
ral grain-dealers of the town for the last three years have been taken away, and. 
the dealers themselves placed under’arrest. Several carriers of goods and their 
agents have been apprehended. Several Railway subordinates have been ap- 
prehended ; and when any of them are taken to the place where the Commis- 
sion is sitting, or to their respective houses for a search, hand-cuffs are put on 
them. These proceedings, of the Commission have frightened the people of 
Shol4pur. No proper knowledge of the extent of the powers invested by Go- 
vernment in the members of this Commission is to be had. Policemen are 
placed round the place in which the Commission holds its enquiries. The 
account books of the merchants being kept in custody, great loss is inflicted on 
those merchants, and their business is nearly stopped. ‘The Kalpaéaru asks who 
is responsible for these losses ? After admitting that much of the strictness 
used by the Commission is requisite for the due detection of the extensive crime 
it is enquiring into, the Kalpataru observes that there is a loud complaint that, 
several innocent merchants have been apprehended, and great losses inflicted on 
them. It behoves the Commission and the Government to protect really inno- 
cent persons from suffering any loss or inconvenience. 


The Kashta Wildsint (28) of the 14th May, in a leader, headed, “The 
magnanimous mind of the Hindu,” written in its 
Questionable reflections on ysual involved style and consisting of incoherent and 
pada age a“ ro strange reasoning, after alluding to the games of cards 
a part in the probable war Nd chess, observes “in the present Government the 
between England and Russia. Queen has come into the possession of the Kingdom 
| . after the disappearance of the King. She has minis- 
ters and other agencies which are as they should be; but the latter are under 
the supervision of the former, and if they do not make use of them (the agen- 
cies) as they should be used, how can that army be of so much use as it should 
be? See, the European soldiers, who get, without doing any work, pay, food, 
drink, clothing, means of recreation ind pleasure, &c., as if they were life-pen- 
sioners, and who are fed and kept like sons-in-law (have not been sent) to Eu- 
rope on the critical occasion of a war there; whereas the dark, poor and lean 
but brave (sepoys) of this country have been suddenly deapattlind. al ter arrang- 
_ Ing to give them only three and a half rupees (more), toa very distant country 
with an unbearable cold climate, as if to offer them victims. When they were 
wie Seen it was reported that they were to be taken to Malta; and it is (now) 
said that they have been landed at Suez and Port Said. _ But what is there to 
show that even this last report is true? For, several persons suppose that the 
Englishmen having in the old age of the Khedive of Egypt, appointed by de- 
grees their own officers in that country, have populated a ME deal, and when 
2nelgs—5 oo { 


Diet t: Spain conn 
PR eri 


Paes 


ena ri 


a 
er 


ie 


ey SF) 


9 


all this army is suddenly landed there, the King of Egypt will feel inconveni-. 


ence, and the army will get place easily, and that place is to be considered a 
permanent one. There is a precedent of wise and crafty (?) politics followed. 
About three centuries ago Vasco de Gama, a Portuguese, came to the Nawab 
Zamorin of Calcutta (Calicut) to ask permission to make a trade sufficient for 
his living only, and made encroachments after he had gota footing in the 
country.’ After alluding to the rebellion in Roumania against Russia, and the 
otler difficulties which that power has encountered, and manages? | that they 
have been raised by England, the Kashta Wildsinz \observes, ‘‘ difficulties may 
have been raised against Russia on all sides. Russia has not so much wealth as 
England possess. Russia may not be so craftily smart as England is. (England) 
may have raised mountains of difficulties around Russia by inciting many 
peoples to rebellion and by giving them secret help. But the greatest. diffi- 
culty (Russia) will feel will be to raise her arm against those people of India, — 
a country which has been plundered by several nations and which has been 
quite denuded of her wealth by Tislilnenie whe have willingly gone to such 
a distant country to fall victims for the sake of their belly only, and who have 
no support of any kind or from any body. The Risdl4 of Ghodnadi (Sirur) 
(Poona Horse), or the 26th Regiment, or any other Regiment, though faithful 
and supportless, is truly brave; and on the suecessful achievements of the native 
army Englishmen have achieved brave acts. To raise one’s weapons against 
such invaluable dark people is the greatest baseness in the eyes of the world. 
The magnanimity of the Hindus is fully tested. They do not feel the import- 
ance of the revolutions of Kingdoms. They (the Hindus) do not regret at all 


the loss of their Government of India. They feel pained only at the prompt 
growth of injustice.” ; 


The Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 12th May, gratefully thanks the Honour- 
Thanks the Honourable #Dle Messrs. O’Donnell and Sullivan, two Irish Mem- 
Messrs. O'Donnell and Sulli. bers in Parliament, for their sympathising with the 
van, two Irish Members of people of India. After quoting an extract from a 
poring ane Pog their sym- Dublin newspaper of which Mr. Sullivan is the pro- 
sine t/ i prietor, sympathising with the people of this country, 
promising that the Irish Members in Parliament would render due aid in 
obtaining justice in regard to the Vernacular Press Act, and asserting that the 
British Government searches for excuses to depose Native Princes as great as 
His Highness the Mah4rdjé Sindia, the Wartika observes that the last assertion 
of the Dublin paper is untrue and groundless; but it is very strange that while 
the English Government at home does not care at all for the spreading of such 
false and mischievous rumours, the Indian Government has deprived us, for 
trifling reasons, of the little liberty we enjoyed. However, it is gratifying to 
see that the attention of the Irish people is directed to us. It is true that 
India has in England such advocates of her interests as Messrs. Fawcett, Evans 
Bell and Routledge. But their advocacy is disinterested. The case of the 
Trish people is quite different. Like us they have grievances, and their case 
and ours are quite similar in some points. Hence it is to‘be regretted that the 
leaders of native society in India have not thought of ecuntracting friendship 
with a large number of members of Parliament. We have found them only 
when they came forward to sympathise with us. ur leaders, therefore, ought 
to make every effort to contract close friendship with Irish Parliamentary 
Members and other great men of Ireland. They will be the best means of 
obtaining through them redress from the Parliament of our grievances, and of 
securing the admission into Parliament of members from India, which is the 
most beneficial thing we can secure under the British Government. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 12th May, also wishes the new. Government 
; Press Commissioner would supply to the native press 
Prays Government to sup- ‘direct the same information 


ply the native presy direct records as is furnished by him to the Anglo-Indian — 


m the Government. 


it: 


Raa 


' 


with the same official news as 
is furnished to the Anglo-In- 
dian press by the new Press 
Commissioner. — 


6 


papers. The Miéra alludes to the inyportant work of 
an interpreter performed by the native press as be- 
tween its native subjects and Government; to the 
misstatements sometimes made by it, in ignorance of 


news from official records not communicated to it direct; and to the. necessi 
and desirability of the spread of correct information about the administration 
among the masses, and prays Government to show the same favor to the verna- 
cular press in this matter as is shown to the Anglo-Indian press. 


The same praises Sir Richard Temple for his great and indefatigable 


Praises Sir Richard Temple 
for his great and indefatig- 
able exertions in the adminis- 
- tration of the Presidéncy. 


exertions in the administration of this Presidency. 
The observations made by the Mitra on this subject 
are similar to those made by the Akhbdére Sowdagar 
(45) of the 4th instant, and noticed more fully in the 
report for the week ending the 11th idem. ; 


The Bombay Samdchar (43) of the 17th May, in noticing the recent fearful 


Requests the authorities 
concerned in Bombay to get 
the proprietors of theatres 
and other buildings for public 
recreation in Bombay, to pro- 
vide wide and spacious doors 
“ to the buildings to give the 
audience easy means of exit 
in case of fires. 


accident which occurred on the night of the 12th 
instant at Ahmednagar, by the burning of a shed 
erected for the performances of a Pérsi Dramatic 
Corps, by which about 50 spectators were burnt to 
death, and about as many were seriously burnt or 
wounded, requests the authorities concerned in Bom- © 
bay to take a lesson from this fearful catastrophe. 
The Samdchdér observes that excepting the Grant 


Road Theatre, the places used for theatrical or other 
kinds of performances are built of timber or are mere tents ; and there is no 
telling when any of these places may fall a victim to the same fearful catastro- 
phe as has recently occurred at Ahmednagar. It is discreet, therefore, that all — 
such buildings, including the Grant Road Theatre-house, should be provided © 
with wide and easy means of exit out of them on occasions of fires. The 
Samdchér Wopes the authorities concerned will give due attention to the above 
suggestion. : 


The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 1lth May, but received on the 13th, in a 
leader, headed, “ The native army sent to Malta,” 
observes that England not having hitherto employed 
her Indian native army in any of her European wars, 
and having for the first time sent some native regi- 
ments to Malta, with the object of employing them in 
the probable war with Russia, the English papers 
have set to the work of discussing the advisability of this step, and disapprove 
of it. In the British Parliament also an objection was raised to the sending of | 
this army ; but it was easily answered and floored. The answer was that Her 
Majesty the Queen possessed in her Imperial rights the power of sending, with- 
out asking Parliament, to make war in the cause of the country, any of the 
subjects of the British Empire. Thus the objection raised against sending, for 
the probable war between England and Russia, the Indian native troops, has 
been effectively answered. However, there are some who speak against the 
loyalty of the native army, while there are others who assert its inability to 
cope with the improved armies of European countries. The nativearmy which 
has been sent to Malta has gone there with sanguine expeetations of proving 
the falsity of the charges brought against it by these traducers of it. In the ex- 
editionary force there are brave and intrepid Sikhs, Pathans, Gurkhds, and 
industanis, and all persons who see these well disciplined and brave soldiers, 
will not hesitate to say with one voice that they are quite able to cope with 
the armies of any of the Princes of Europe. Those who object to the employ- 
ment of Indian troops in an European war, say that in the Franco-Austrian © 
(German ?) war, France employed the Turks or Mahomedans of Algiers, and 
3 NP 18—5 ; ws 


A few thoughts on the em- 
ployment of the Indian native 
army sent to Malta, in the 
probable war between Eng- 
Jand and Russia. 
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in the Russo-Turkish war the Russians eo cy Cossacks, and the Turks em- 


ployed Bashi Bazouks and Circassians. These Asiatic soldiers were, no doubt, 
warlike, but, on the other hand, they were found to be prone to rapine and 
carnage ; and for this reason the European Princes ought not to bring into 
_ European wars the native armies of Asia or Africa. But these objectors to the 


employment of the Indian native army, appear to be quite ignorant of the. 
character of these troops. . They are as brave as lions on the battle field, | 


but as obedient and amenable to discipline as a flock of sheep is to the she- 
pherd, and never give themselves over to rapine and carnage in disregard 
of discipline, When they are once in Malta their good discipline and 
their peaceful conduct cannot fail to make a good impression on the people of 
Europe, who will be compelled to admit that this army is as good as that of 
any of the European countries, and that it may be well put to oppose any of 
them. The advent of this army in Europe will have another good effect. 
Several proud Princes of Europe treat with a slight the small army of English 
soldiers. But when they see these Indian native troops with their fine, brave 
and intrepid appearance ; when they consider that the English Government can 
raise such good soldiers in large numbers among its Indian subjects; and 
when they learn that the leading Native Princes of India have willingly offered 
the flower of their well-disciplined and brave soldiers to their paramount En- 
glish Government to serve in war in case of need, these proud European Princes 
_eannot but feel awe at these extensive military resources of England, and due 
respect for her. The recent news from Europe shows that there is a great 
likelihood that the differences between England and Russia will be amicably 
settled. This news is very gratifying, as it will, if it turns out true, avoid a 
bloody war. It is the more satisfactory as it says that, in case of a peaceful 
settlement, the demands of England would be conceded by Russia. But, on 
the other hand, this news will deprive the native sepoys sent to Malta of an 
opportunity of proving their great bravery and loyalty in opposing Russian 
troops, and, thereby, of throwing the lie to the very face of their traducers ; 
the armies of Native Princes will also lose the opportunity of proving to their 
traducers that they are not a source of danger to the paramount Government, 
as is alleged by their enemies, but are loyal and brave auxiliaries to it ; and the 
Native Princes particularly the Mardth4 Chiefs, will lose the opportunity of 

roving the falsity of the unfounded charge brought against them by some 

nglish and Anglo-Indian papers, that the Russian Government had sent its 


spies to the Indian Princes, and that the latter had received with favour the 


proposals of these spies to rise against the British Government. - 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 12th May, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Moral effects 

oo of the Indian expedition,” observes that if Russia has 

Is glad to see India has by really become pliant, as intimated in the telegrams of 

on an expeditionary this week, the despatch of the first expeditionary 

—— a share with. Eng- force to Malta must have made on her some impres- 
in making an impression . , apn 

of fear on the mind of Russia 810m of fear, This force has convinced Russia of two 

of the great warlike resources facts. One of these is that England has made a firm 

of the British Empire. resolution to oppose her, and the other fact is that, in 

the event of war, England will not fight single- 

handed, but will be assisted by her great dependency of India, which has al- 

so despatched, within a short time, a portion of her army, and which can 

supply a very large army to render help to her paramount ruler. If war 


breaks out between England and Russia, the expeditionary force sent from 
India will take a part in it. If peace is maintained between the two powers, 
the expeditionary force will have to return without any war honors. But, even 
in the latter case, it will be considered to have made no little impression on 
Russia, It had a share in the pressure exercised on Russia by the great and 
expeditious war preparations made by England. The London correspondent 
ofa contemporary writes that this expeditionary force has made on Russia 
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ore impression than would be made by a dozen tches from Her Imperial 
Maj PY E England to the Czar. The d toh of the xpediti tee 
ing the first occurrence of its kind, and the English Government ha 


— 


secret the news about it from the people, the press and the Pa 
land, it first created astonishment in some’ people and us 


. 


apprehension in others. However, most people in Englan pp of 
the employment of the Indian army in the coming st er stating 
that the opposition party is much teased with this step of the Ministry, and 


after expressing wonder that the Honourable Professor Fawcett, the great well- 


wisher of India, has joined the = party in this matter, &c., the Rast 


Goftdr observes that most of the English people have approved of the despatch 
of the force, and the English papers speak in favor of it. A writer on this 
subject says that India has, in furnishing the expeditionary force, shown that 
she is not considered a source of weakness to England, and that henceforward 
she (India) will ever prove a cause of strength to England. | | 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘“‘ The Surat Riots,” in alluding to 


the sentences of ten and seven years’ transportation, — 


passed ! the Session ° : ; ; 
Gove’ ‘oh ao oon “ta fina teh of prisoners convicted of having taken a part in 


batch of the riotera as over. the recent Surat riots, observes that these sentences 
seia thes: suspects that appear disproportionately harsh, and Judge Macpher- 
some persons secretly incited gon, by passing these sentences, has turned the cur- 
os yh Tagger oe binge rent of public feeling in favor of the prisoners. They 


met with scorn from every respectable person for 
eres Pe their despicable acts; but the ie ie of the punish- 
ment inflicted on them draws the sympathy of most 
people to them. The Rast Goftir admits the necessity of passing severe punish- 
ments on the convicted rioters, but the sentences passed upon them are over- 
severe even for an example. The Rast Goftdr still suspects that there have been 
one or more persons at the bottom of these riots who stirred up the people of 
Surat, and a severe punishment ought to be inflicted on these secret inciters. 
The Rést Goftdr cannot believe that the quiet people of Surat would of them- 
selves make an opposition to constituted authority for the sake of the license- 
tax only. It is said that at a public meeting convened in Surat to submit a 
protest against the license-tax there were 15,000 persons present; and this 
number of the people was unprecedentedly great. At the public meeting held 
in Bombay against the license-tax there were only 5,000 people, who had come 
even after the Government of Bombay had given cause for increased agitation 
among the people, by refusing the use of the Town Hall for the meeting. 
Hence one cannot reasonably suppose that for a political reason 15,000 persons 
had met in a mofussil town like Surat without particularly great incitement by 
somebody. A few shops in Bombay were closed on the occasion of the meet- 
ing; but the Surtis closed their shops and business for many days together. 
Can it be that the timid Bunid traders of that town showed all that courage and 
unity without some body’s inciting them to do so? Ifit be so, we have been 
hitherto deceived as to the independence and public spirit of the Surtis. The 
authorities at Surat, however, ought to discover how much truth there is in this 
supposition. We should not be surprized to hear that some half-educated per- 
sons of Surat have, in teaching the simple people of Surat liberty, taken the 
false step of inciting them to riot. If this . the case, it is the duty of the 
authorities, instead of inflicting over-severe punishments on these victims, to 
detect the persons who incited » is and to duly punish these mischief-makers. 
The same, in a short leader, headed ‘‘ The Calcutta Slanderer,” in giving. 
PE Ee. translation of the telegram, sent to the 
telegram sent by its Calcutta 


Considers that the sentenc- earty by the Session Judge of Surat on the first 


Times by its Calcutta correspondent, conveying infor- 


correspondent to the London ™ation about the recent riot at Surat, stating that 
Times giving some news about similar riots, though of a milder form, have occurred 
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the Surat riot, and suspecting in other cities and towns of Western India, suspecting 
ee loyalty y haa —— the loyalty of the natives of India, and accusing the 
a core, dimtone, native press of having created disaffection against 
against the State, contains Government among the masses, &c., observes that this 
several misstatements and un- telegram has - varently made an attempt to mislead 
— the people of England, and has dared to communicate 
a pure untruth. On the occasion of the assumption 
of the Imperial title by Her Majesty the Queen a year anda half ago, the 
writer of this telegram praised the natives of India for their loyalty to the 
English Crown. And now he telegraphs matter quite con to. his former 
writing, and attempts to show that a change in the loyalty of the natives has 
taken place. But instead of believing that such a change has occurred within 
so short a time in the sentiments of all the subjects of India, it stands more 
with reason to believe that a change in the sentiments of the writer himself has 
occurred. The people of India have not become perfidious; it is the writer of 
the above telegram who has become so. He commits perfidy both to India 
and England by sending false messages, and does these countries great injury. 
He has advocated by falsehoods several recent wilful acts of the Government 
of India, and with falsehoods also he doubts the loyalty of the natives, and 
accuses the native press of creating disaffection. Every member of the native 
press denounced the perpetrators of the Surat riots; and yet this writer lays 
the blame of this occurrence on the native press. He asserts that similar 
riots have taken place in other cities and towns of the Bombay Presidency, 
but it is a pure falsehood. The Bombay Gazette also questions the truth of the 
assertion made by this writer that, one person only was killed by the shots 
fired by the military in the Surat riots. (The Arunodaya (12) of the 12th 
May, in alluding to the above telegram, supposes that it must have been sent 
either by the Government of India or by some Government Officer, with the 
three-fold object (1) of gaining over the mind of the English people to lend 
support to the new Vernacular Bices Act ; (2) of inducing the Home Government 
to clothe the authorities in India with more power to enable them to act as 
they pleased ; and (3) of showing that the blame of the riots at Surat lies on the 
authorities in England, and not upon those in India. Now it cannot be said 
how far the latter two objects would be gained by the publication of the above 
telegram in England ; but there is a probability of the first object being gained 
by it. People in India are trying to get the new Press Act repealed, and some 
people in England have approved of this attempt. But the telegram is likely 
to thwart to some extent this attempt. Even ifit achieves so much, the Gov- 
_ ernment of India will feel some pleasure at it.) 


The same is not satisfied with the appointments made in the Legislative 
Council and in the Town Council, in succession to 
Disapproves of the appoint- the Honourable Mr. Mahomed Ally Rogay, who has 
ments made inthe Legislative resigned his appointment in these Councils for a jour- 
a and the Town Coun- ney to Europe. The Rast Goftér highly praises Mr. 
Tonoaeable Mee wens | Rogay for his able discharge of the duties of a Mem- 
Honourable Mr. Mahomed ogay for his adie qischnarge oO e duties or a mem 
Ally Rogay, who has resigned ber of the Legislative Council and of a Town Coun- 
his posts to go to. Europe. cillor. In the discussion of each:and all of theamport- — 
- ant questions which came before the local legislature, 
this Honourable Member showed praiseworthy ability, activity, study of the 
questions, pains, independence, public’spirits, a desire todo good to the people, 
and @ due appreciation of popular rights. In opposing Government measures, 
or in showing the mistakes in the views held by Government, Mr. Rogay show- 
ed a fearlessness praiseworthy in itself. After bestowing praise in other words, 
the Rdst Goftdér observes that the resignation of his office by Mr. Rogay has in- 
flicted a loss upon the people. The Rdst Goftdr then proceeds to give its opi- 
nion on the appointments made to fill up the vacancies created by Mr. Rogay’s 


10 : 


ignation. Mr. Sayad Husein El Edrus, C.S.I., has been appointed to the 

Legislative Council. He has not, however, received a liberal education, and . 
does not possess a knowledge of the English language—an indispensable qualifi- . 
cation for a Member of the bona Council. Mr. Edrus is, no doubt,a  — 
straightforward person of good disposition and a gentleman of position. He — 
has also received the honor of C.S8. I. But these things in themselves are not 
sufficient to recommend their possessor to the responsible post of a legislator. A 
better Mahomedan gentleman as regards liberal education and high position may 
have been found. MM . Kamrudin Taebji is one of them, int tins are several 
others as good as he is. The Anglo-Indian papers call the Legislative Councils 
-_of this country a “farce” and the Members of these Councils “ puppets,” and 
charge Government with crushing out all independence from these legislatures ; 
and the appointment of Mr. Edrus by Government supports the above charges. 
The Rast Gofiér is also not satisfied with the oo of Mr. Fazalbhai 
Kasamji GAngji in the Town Council in place of Mr. Rogay. Mr. Géngji, says 
the Rast Goftar, though a Member of the Corporation from the very day of its 
constitution, has never taken a part in public discussions, and is, therefore, not 

ualified for a Town Councillor. There was a better candidate for the vacancy. 
Mr. Rahimtull4é Mahomed Sdyani was this candidate. He isa M. A. of the 
Bombay University and a Solicitor of the High Court. He has also been a 
Member of Bs Corporation for a long time past. But unfortunately he was 
not selected. . | | 


The new Vernacular Press Act of the Government of India. : 


de ware A Bi hi Soak ay: (oe + pe tah oe x * 7 3 
Tee e vs = = es A sin Ps Sa hy 
“ou . ‘ oe ow, . rs 7 ian aegs sa RAI TMS we 


The Dnyan Prakdsh (8) of the 13th May, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The En- 
glish Government and the Vernacular Press,” con- 
Condemns the new Verna- demns the new Vernacular Press Act on the repeated- 
cular Press Act on grounds ly advanced grounds that there is no necessity for its 
frequently aphe hy existence, and that it hinders the education and pro- i 
rahi ge Pare Ls edie. gress of the masses. After gratefully acknowledging 7 
the Parliament and Her Im. that several great benefits have acerued to India from — 3 
perial Majesty to repeal this the English rule, that the Indian subjects of Her: 
unjust inw. Majesty have started in consequence of that rule on 
the path of civilization and progress, and that the con- 
tinuation of the connection between England and India is sure to lead to many 
further benefits to the latter country, the Dnaydn Prakdsh refers to the institu- 
tion of schools and other agencies of education, to the conduct of the English 
rulers and to other measures, as the means and ways used to set the people of 
this country on the path of civilization and progress. But sometimes indivi- 
dual officers of Government adopt short-sighted and unjust measures, which 
thwart the disinterested objects of the British Government. The new Ver- 
nacular Press Act of the Government of India is a measure of this kind. After 
observing that this Act differs from the law passed by Lord Canning in 1857, 
inasmuch asthe former is intended to be permanent and has been passed in 
peaceful times ; while the latter was enacted in the disturbed times of 1857, and 
was intended to last so long only as serious disturbances continued, the Daydn 
Prakdsh advances arguments frequently put forth by the native press and 
several times noticed in these summaries, showing that the country is at peace 
and the people are thoroughly loyal, and that the gagging of the native press 
hinders the education and progress of the country. These circumstances show 
the undesirability of the-new Press Act. In conclusion, the Daydn Prakdsh 
prays the Secretary of State for India, the Parliament and Her Imperial Majesty | 
to repeal this unjust law. ae 3 | 
The Kiran (9) of wae May, sed re- es ~ esse - the 13th 
anuary, headed, ** English politics and the war in 
| PI od gag ay cao Europe’ summarised a the weekly report of the | 
and statements made in an 22nd January, and included among the 150 extracts 
oN P 18—5 ) ae 
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made by the Government of India in support 
new Press Act, tries to explain and defend the views 
expressed therein. ‘The writer in the Kiran has great 
doubt as to what matter in the above article is re- 

DSi garded seditious or calculated to excite disaffection. 
From the general drift of the extracts made by Government, it — that all 
such opinions as have oreeetes in the vernacular papers on these four subjects, 
namely, the poverty of the country, the oppressive laws and taxes, the conduct 
of the Government officers, and the present war in Europe, and as do not agree 
with the views of Government on the same topics, are the cause of the destruc- 
tion of the liberty of the vernacular press. In our article of the 13th January, 
after expressing an apprehension that Russia might invade India, -we warned 
Government that, to render the minds of the ryots uneasy is to facilitate the — 
way of Russia. That Russia has had an eye on India for many years past, is 
a fact well known both to Government and to the people, and there are no two 
opinions on the subject. Had we not: been under the rule of England, or had 
this country been under the rule of any other European power, England would 
have had no cause to fight with Russia. But this country being a very wealthy 
country from ancient times, England made great efforts and brought it under 
its subjection ; and since its subjection all its wealth has gone toEurope. This 
statement of ours cannot be oiled seditious. For, that we were once wealthy 
and that we now get neither food enough to satisfy our hunger, nor clothes 
enough to cover our bodies, are facts which are admitted even by many candid- 
minded congew among our rulers themselves. We then leave it to our Govern- 
ment and to our readers to decide, whether it is treasonable or loyal on our 
part to beseech our kind rulers not to neglect to adopt the needful means for 
our protection, and not to hand us, poor se helpless people as we are, to cruel 
Russia. The neutrality of England in the recent Russo-Turkish war led people 
to entertain various.doubts, and to say openly that England has become a 
weak power, and at one time England very emphatically asked Russia to do a 
particular thing, but Russia disregarded her wishes, and she (England) remained 
quiet. This was not creditable to her dignity ; and, therefore, we accused her 
of effeminateness. We admit that our language may be over-severe and we 
may be guilty of that fault ; but we repudiate the charge of disloyalty. Eng- 
land has never been praised for her military prowess. The supremacy she has 
acquired over this country was the result of her cleverness and her deplomatic 
skill. This is the popular belief. Let history decide whether this belief is 
night or wrong. Our only reiterating this belief ought not to prove us sedi- 
_ tious. We are very far from sedition. Our welfare is in the prosperity of 
Government, its glory is our pride ; its loss is our misfortune. These are our 
conviction, and these are the rules of our conduct. 


_The Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 18th May, denounces the Vernacular Press 
Act of the Government of India, on some of the 
grounds advanced by many of its native contempora- 


Condemnation of the new 
Vernacular Press Act of the 


Government of India, ries, and noticed more fully in several previous weekly 
| . summaries, | 
Municipaliives. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 12th May, approves of the proposal of the 

: Municipality of Surat to levy a house-tax in that 
-appeaaee of the proposed town, after abolishing the existing privy-tax and the 
se wax in Surat, and sng- duties levied on timber, rafters, bamboos, iron 
for the purposes of @nd.cloth. It is better, observes the Mitra, to levy 
assessment. - @ single heavy tax than to impose several small 
ee ae eb taxes, as the latter appear too many to the tax-payers, 
who are much annoyed with them. In this fight the proposed house-tax 1s 
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The Bodha Sudhdkar 


Very severely blames His 
Highness the 4raja of In- 
dore for punishing the Editor 
of the Mahod Akhbar, for pub- 
lishing adverse remarks on the 
British Government, and con- 
trasts the harshriess of the 
sentence of His Highness with 
the wise leniency and modera- 
tion shown by His Wxcellen- 
cy the Viceroy in this very 
same matter. ; ) 


12 


. provable, However, the Municipal authorities would do well to make three 
classes of the hous 


(6) of the 8th May, but received on the 12th, ina 
long editorial, headed, “ The Holkar’s Government 
and the Editor of the Mdlwé Akhbdr,” very severely 
censures His Highness Mahérdj4 Holkar for inflicting 
the punishment of imprisonment on the Editor of the 
Malwa Akhbdér, for publishing matter against the 
paramount British Government. The Native Chiefs, 
says the writer, often imitate the British Government 
thoughtlessly, and, thereby, make themselves ridicul- 
ous in the eyes of sensible persons. His Highness 
the Mahardj4 of Indore is believed to be the ablest, 
cleverest and most just ruler among the Native Chiefs. 
But the instance under notice shows what he is. The 


matter for which His Highness punished the Editor, is said to have appeared 
some months before the passing. of the new Press Act. If the Mahardaj4 was 
really so loyal, why did he not punish the offending Editor at once, and wh 
did he wait to be writen to by the Government of India in the matter? This 
makes one suspect that the loyalty of His Highness is more showy than real. 
The Sudhdkar is sure that Lord Lytton would not have approved of this retro- 
spective application of the new Act, had His Excellency been consulted in the 
matter. e punishment is, on the whole, harsh and unjust. His Highness 
ought to have dealt with the poor Editor more leniently, and ought to have 
imitated the wise and generous moderation shown by His Excellency the Vice- 
roy in this matter. | 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 12th May, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The thoughts 
i hs ot of Englishmen about Sindia,” in referring to the 
i Avan by the alleged demand made by His Highness Mahdrdjé_ 
Bombay Gazette in support of Sindia on the British Government to return to him 


its advice to the British Go- 
.vernment not to return the 


ness the Sindia. 


his Fort of Gwalior; the assertion of the Hnglishman 
newspaper that the British Government is ready to 
return the fortress to His Highness; and to the state- 


fort of Gwalior to His High- 


ment of the Bombay Gazette that the request of Sindia 

is straightforward and reasonable, but that the British Government should 
never commit the folly of returning this important fort to His Highness, and the 
Government of India ics not entertain even the thought of doing such a thing, 
observes that it (the Arunodaya) does not know whether or not His Highness is 
making an effort to obtain back this fort from the British Government, and 
_ whether or not the British Government is ready to accede to the demand, if it — 
has been made by Sindia ; and hence it does not wish to discuss these ques- 
tons. But the reasons advanced by the Bombay Gazette for advising the Bri- 
tish Government not to return the fort, deserve consideration. It may be true 
that Sindia is always engaged in efficiently disciplining his troops, and, that 
_ consequently, his small army is well discipfinad ; but there is no reason to as- 
sume that he means to oppose his forces to those of the British Government. 
Even taking it for granted r the sake of argument, that His Highness enter- 
tains some such sinister motive, the small army of His Highness, amounting to 
about twelve thousand men, is apparently quite insufficient to expel the British 
ON P 18—~5 ae ok ee 
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Government from this country. But it may be advanced against tk by 
sons of the Gazette’s opinion that the insufficiency of his army has ind 

ia to introduce into his army the short service system, and, cons 
ects have penivad wait diseiplin s last asserti 


t from enquiries made e Arunoday 


r the 
uced 


modaya on this subject, it 

not found reason to believe that His Highness has introduced the short service 
system in his army ; nor have those who assert that he has introduced such a 
system, given proper proof in support of their assertion. But even admitting 
its truth, there is no reason to say that he is thereby preparing himself to op- 
pose the British Government. at reason is there to hhelieva-tites Sindia, who 
acted so honestly in the critical times of 1857, and who has proved his great 
love to the British Government by the capture of the alleged Nand Saheb and 
by other acts, is preparing to oppose the British Government ? y should it 
not be assumed that, being a great friend of the British Government, he wishes 
that his army should prove of use to that Government on a critical occasion ; 
or, that be wants to make himself look wiser in the eyes of his brother Princes 
by showing them that he has made his subjects clever; or, that by the short 
sérvice system he wants to have no burden on his State of giving pensions to 
his military sepoys? It is much better to suppose any of the above three 
reasonable motives than any unreasonable ones for His Highness Sindia giving 
his subjects a military education, if he really does so. ~ | 
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ATMARAM V, PATKER, 
Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 21st May 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 20th May, opens with a leader, headed, “ Is 

eS there a famine or sara pE at the present time in 

Asserts that there still the Bombay Presidency?” Six months ago, says the 
exists a famine or scarcity of writer in the Indw Prakdsh, the authorities of this 
food in some parts of this Presidency stated that the famine had “disappeared. 


Presidency, and gives some 


formation fromthe report Nothing is heard of any famine works going on any 


nblished by the Deccan and where in this Presidency. Moreover, the Bombay 
Khandesh Famine. Relief Government has experienced no difficulty in recover- 
pagan i ary rE ing the land revenue for the last two years. These 
Dai lk with afew sbeerve. things will lead people, situated at a distance from 


tions on it. this Presidency, to believe that there is no famine or 


: scarcity of food in this Presidency ; but the actual ex~ 
perience is otherwise. The persons from whom Government recovered every 
pie of the land assessment are now selling their pots and miscellaneous petty 
articles to feed their families, and are anxious as to how they would overcome 
the present hard time, and how they would fare hereafter. Persons who have 
visited the famine districts say, thaf since the commencement of the famine 
one-third of the population has disappeared, and three-fifths of the cattle have 
died, and one-fo of the houses are deserted. But no information on this 
subject is to be found in the famine report published by Government. Sir 
Richard Temple says in his famine minute, that 1t 1s not possible to give the 
exact number of deaths from the famine, but he thinks that it cannot be large. 
This assertion of His Excellency, ironically observes the writer in the Indu 
Prakash, must be dccepted to be correct, since gentle Dr. Hewlett, who was 
appointed to visit the different relief works and ascertain the condition of the 
laborers employed on them, could not find that their condition was bad, or 
that many of them died, and there was no other means by which Government 
could ascertain the number of deaths and desertions among the famine-stricken 
people. The Jndu Prakdsh then gives some information from the report made 
on the 25th April last, by the Agent of the Deccan and Khandesh Famine Relief 
Committee, on the famine-stricken villages of the Shold4pur and Kalddgi Zillas, 
which suffered most heavily from that calamity. This Committee, says the 
Indu Prakdésh, is composed of Mr. Hamilton Maxwell, Dr. Blaney, Mr. Words- 
worth and other big gentlemen, and has for its Secretaries Messrs. Raghundth 
Nérd4yan Khote and Murdrji Gokuldds; and, hence, there is no objection to 
say that the information given in the report published under its signature is 
trustworthy. The information quoted in the Indu Prakésh from that report, 
states that there was a number of deaths or desertions in the villages mention- 
ed in it, and that a number of habitations remain untenanted. It also states 
that some of the inhabitants of these villages are suffering distress and are 
feeding upon grass-seed. There is no doubt, observes the Indu Prakdsh, that 


the authorities will make an attempt to show that this information is either - 


wholly or partially untrue, for it is a little censurable to Government to let the 
impression go abroad that deaths occurred either from starvation or insufficient 
food. However, the Committee deserves the gratitude of the people for collect- 
ing and publishing the above information. ; 


_ The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 15th May, but received on the 19th, 
ie _, _, repeats some of the observations made by most of its 
the new ¥. Lie dig a, native contemporaries in denunciation of the new 


of the G tof India. Vernacular Press Act, and rioticed several times more 
ee ie eee fully in these summaries. The Sudhdkar concludes 
its observations with an expression of gratitude to His Excellency the Viceroy — 
0 reserving to himself alone the power of giving permission to enforce this 
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The Kiran (9) of the 19th May, opens with a leader, headed, «The punish 


et tong Y ., ment inflicted on the Mahdrd4j4 of Pooree and the 

page 0 om oshgemerg thoughts of Englishmen in regard to it.” The article 
via of Pooree by a Coart of notices some of the circumstances of the case in which 
justice on his conviction of the Mahérdjé inflicted serious injuries on a Goséwi, 
the crime of a cd serious his trial before the Session Court of Cuttack, the 
injuries on & Goséwi. sentence of imprisonment for life passed u him 


by that Court, and the confirmation of that sentence by the Calintite-- High 


ourt, and makes a few observations on the subject. The Kiran remarks that 
this strange case has given rise to great clamor throughout this country, particu- 
_lary in Bengal. The Bengal papers observed that the Mahdrd4j4 would not 
commit such an evil act, and the accusation brought against him might be a 
“Police case.” The Amrita Bazar Patrika impartially remarked that it was a 
great mistake ina British Court of justice to convict so pious an administrator of 
religion as the Mahdrdj4 of Pooree, since the conviction is likely to create 
uneasiness in the minds of the people. Similar sentiments have been expressed, 
observes the Kiran, by the papers of this Presidency in re to this case. 
The Mahérdj4 of Pooree is considered an incarnation of the god Wishnu, by the 
orthodox, and when they hear of the sentence of imprisonment for life 
upon him, they are sure to feel great sorrow for it. The accusation brought 
against the Mahar4j4 may be true or not; but it is necessary to learn from it 
that a misfortune has befallen the Mahdr4j4 of Pooree in the same way as it 
befel a Wallabhian Mahdr4jé of Bombay about twenty years ago. This leads 
to the inference that our rulers have made it a point to show as much disres 
to Hinduism as they can. The writer in the Kiran asserts that he does not 
mean by the above, that if an administrator of the Hindu religion commits a 
crime he should not be punished. He (the writer) simply means to say that if 
due consideration had been bestowed upon probabilities in the case of the 
Maharaja of Pooree, justice would have been done in it, and the simple-minded 
followers of Hinduism would have been kept pleased. In alluding to the 
sentiment expressed by some Europeans that the decision in the case of the 
Mahéréj4 of Pooree illustrates the impartial character of the justice dealt by 
the British Courts of justice, the Kiran observes that the impartiality of that 
justice and the hatred shown by it of crime are really praiseworthy. But this 
assertion in itself does not prove that the Maharaja of Pooree has been deserv- 
edly punished. If ourrulers think that they have done a superhuman act in 
punishing this Mahar4j4, they are welcome to entertain such a thought; but the 
people say that it becomes Government to give up the thought of dishonoring 
the Hindu religion, otherwise its subjects would be dissatisfied, and it is not 
good that it should beso. After making afew adverse criticisms on the deci- 
sion given by the Session Court of Cuttack, the Kiran prays the authorities to 
observe strict impartiality towards all religions, and not to revile Hinduism 
or the administrators of it, and, thereby, to hurt the feelings of the Hindu 
subjects. 


‘The same, after re-producing its article of the 13th January last, headed, 
‘‘Further taxation is welcome,” summarised in the 


An attempt to explain and Weekly Report of the 22nd Janu 


defend its views and state- 
ments in the article, headed, 
‘Farther taxation is wel- 
come, which appeared in its 
issue of the 13th January 
last, and which was summaris- 
ed in the report of that week. 


among the 150 extracts made by the Government of 
India in support of the new Press Law, tries to ex- 
plain and defend the views expressed therein. The 
writer in the Kiran observes that unless a man 
takes every occurrence affecting him in the light that 


it will conduce to his welfare, it will not be possible 


for him to live happily. Bearing this proposition in mind the above article 


was penned. Government has taxed us very heavily. The necessaries of life 


as well as articles of luxury are taxed, and thus we are quite bent under the 


heavy load of taxation, 
2N P 25—5 


and it is difficult for us to spend our life tolerably 
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well. Our difficulties and miseries are not properly placed before the merciful 


Government, and if they are so placed they will be soon removed. The above — 


uoted article enunciates this last proposition also. The suggestion that if 
overnment imposes more taxes, they will be taken off if the subjects unanim- 
rm object to pay them, and that if this prayer is made in unity and with 
resolution, Government cannot refuse to grant it, made in the above article, 
might bring us under the imputation of having advised the people to combine. 
But we should consider it an ornament to us since we did not tell them to form 
a combination to rise against Government, but simply to beg Government to 
nt a prayer. For this reason a discerning person cannot charge us with 


isloyalty. We are certain that there is no matter in the above quoted article 
likely to create disaffection. 


The Poona Herald-(10) of the 15th May, but received on the 19th, states 


oe that the sepoys of the ee and Miners Regiment 
Requests the Commanding gtationed on Khandoba’s Mal, near the Deccan College, 


Officer of the Sappers and who come to the bazar at Poona, sometimes pick 
Miners Regiment and _ the 


Pol; d the Magisterial quarrels at the ferry on the Sangam, and affrays take 
, sinthasihion ot Pose to adopt place between them and the inhabitants of the Wadi 


me Can ne prevent rac or hamlet at the Sangam. The writer is afraid of 
between the sepoys of tha ° ae 
Regiment and the residents of S¢T10Us consequences following from such affrays, and 


the Sangam Wadi. requests the Commanding Officer of the Regiment 


as well as the Police and the Magistrate of Poona to 
adopt measures for the prevention of these quarrels. 


The Subodha Patrikdé (11) of the 19th wets egy a short ag co 
eee _ tion from a correspondent, describing briefly the pre- 
vine & tec Gholigar Zilla, sent condition of le people of the Sholdpur Zilla. 
and pays Government andthe He says that distress from famine is felt more in this 
charitable public to afford Zilla than in that of Kalédgi. Inthe villages of the 
help to the distressed ryots. Sholépur District very few people have sufficient food 
to eat. Others geta little grain to mix with bran or the seed of grass. But more 
than 75 per cent. of the population subsist entirely apon the seeds of grass or 
thorny bushes, and they are getting weaker day by day. Relief works have 
been urgently needed in this Zilla since February last, but they have not 
been yet opened anywhere. The condition of the people is worse than what it 
was last year. There are also very few bullocks for agricultural purposes. 
The supply of grass seed has been destroyed by two or three small showers of 
rain which fell in this district recently. The people had sewn hundi corn, a 
lower kind of grain, which comes to maturity within two months; but it was 
destroyed by worms before it sprouted. The Patrika prays Government and 


the charitable public to enquire into this subject, and to afford due aid to the 
distressed ryots. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 19th May, in an article, headed, “ Is this a 
su License-tax or an Income-tax ?” Observes that the 
Pe ae A ge on the new license-tax appears to be nothing more or less 


than an income-tax, with this difference that the 


servants whether of Government or of private parties, are exempted from it. It 


18 very strange that while the old income-tax was abolished, because it created 


feeling of great dissatisfaction among the people, the same tax is revived 
under the new name of license-tax. Government has asserted that the people 
are not unwilling to pay the new tax, but the fact is otherwise. The two 
faxes equally encroach upon the pockets of the people; and how can they 
be su fn to be unwilling to pay one of them, and willing to pay 
the other, especially when » ie is more reason for the people to be dis- 


satisfied with the license-tax, because it exempts from its provisions, persons — 


who draw fixed salaries, Whatever may be the condition of mind 
people of the other Presidencies with regard to this new tax, it is ce 
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the people of th 
siderab y harassed by the famine of the last two years, and the two new taxes, 


_-the increase in the salt-tax and the new license-tax,—have been impose 
upon them. This new burden has, it seems, made them hopeless and dis- 
satisfied, and anxious about the future. The two rk Magee features of 
the new license-tax which make it so very objectionable, viz., that it creates 
dissatisfaction among the people, and exempts persons drawing fixed salaries. 
from its provisions,—ought to have induced Lord Lytton not to impose it at 
all, or, if it was imposed, to denude it of its second objectionable feature. But 
since His Lordship did not do anything of the kind, and allowed himself to be 
led by Sir John Strachey, the latter appears, as observed by the Bombay Gazette, 
to have. acted in this matter as the Viceroy in place of Lord Lytton. 


The same questions the justice of the Government Resolution, ordering the 


i recovery of Rs. 34,958 which will be incurred for enter- 
Ph cnonse the jnstice of the taining an additional police force for one year to sto 
covering the cost of the addi. TObberies of grain on the railway line in the Nas 
tional police force entertained District, from the inhabitants of 140 villages of that 
for one year, for stopping district, and prays Government to re-consider this 
robberies of grain, from 140 order,» The Arwnodaya observes that it is true that 
villages on the railway line in +4 More tee ; 
the Nasik District. considerable quantities uf grain were stolen on this 
| line, and thereby the railway and the merchants suf- 
fered heavy losses. It is also true that these robberies raise doubts as to the 
efficiency of the Government police. But the Aruwnodaya does not see how it 
can be just to suppose that all the villages on this railway line, and all the in- 


habitants of those villages are criminals, and to punish them all alike. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 17th May, but received on the 2lst, 
in noticing the Local Fund Budget Estimate of the 


Requests the Local Fund ! : 
Con ttt of Dhalnnto meke Laluka of Dhulia for the year 1878-79, observes that 


» uitisielii: oul dioes lig it does not make any provision for digging wells for 
on the toad between Jubhé the use of travellers on the road between Jubhé and 
and Gartéd, and for building Gartdd, and for building parapet walls to the bridges 


parapet walls to bridges on : , 
the toad hotwreea Surct and OD the road between Surat and Dhulia. These two 


Dhulia, &c. roads are extensively used, and the works above- 

ce mentioned are urgently needed. Mr. Moore, the late 
Colleetor of Khandesh, once got a number of plants, seeds, &c., at the expense 
of the Local Fund, for planting in this district. A provision for a similar pur- 
pose should be made in the budget for the whole district. 


The same has heard that the Huzur (Collector’s Department) has increased 
: three or four times the assessment of the (license ?) 
Complains of heavy assess- tax made by the Mamleddr of Dhulia. This news 


ment on account of (license ?) . Pw , 
tas 16 Wis Divilie Thltke, and has frightened all the people. A similar increase is 


prays relief from this tax. to be made for the whole Zilla. But the people are 

| unable to bear a heavy tax on account of their having 
suffered heavily during the last two years of famine and high prices. If Gov- 
ernment will re-consider this tax, and relieve the people from its burden, they 
will be highly grateful to their rulers. 


The Kashta Wildsini (28) of the 21st May, in a léader, headed, “ First con- 
. sideration,” written in its usual involved style and 
for Eos eran range remedy incoherent and strange reasoning, notices the ques- 
as ai gc tion of oeeepapeaee! in India. It observes that 


many persons believe that the population of 


7 A y : Mes 


has increased of late, and, consequently, the corn, &c., produced in the countr 
are not sufficient for the maintenance of the people, Bo 

by overcrowdin 
of it could, un 


: i 


zg. “India being from early times a rich country, a resit 
ike the inhabitants of other countries, produce sufficient fo 


maintenance without much toil. But the Yawans, Portuguese, | utch, I ‘rench 


le of the Bombay Presidency are dissatisfied with it. They were con- 
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| Israels, Americans, English, and many other nations came and settled in this 


country. The number of these 


people is at least six or seven krors. They 


have partaken in land, commerce, air, water, &c. Moreover, many diseases 
appear on account of their dirty.conduct. Does any body think of suppressin 
such improper and iniquitous conduct, and driving away others than the rea 
Hindus? On the contrary, pretenders of improvement say that the Hindus 


should emigrate to other continents and settle in waste countries. Is not this — 


advice of these people similar to away the settled inhabitants and the 


sojourners settling (in their place) ?” 


he rest of the article advises abolition 


of the custom of early marriage, observance of economy in the expenses of 


marriages, &c. 


The same contains a short article, headed, “It is very bad to lose reputa- 


Strong strictures on the 
- British Government for not 
adopting measures to obtain 
in India the materials requir- 
ed for the Indian Railways, 
and for getting them from 
England. 


tion for probity,” whieh is also written in its usual 
involved style. The writer observes that the people 
entertain the opinion that as the honesty of purpose 


which existed in the administration of British rule 


has disappeard and fraudulence has supplied its place, 
itis not difficult to guess what evils would arise there- 
from. If the English administrators had avoided 


trickery in the introduction into this country of English improvements, which 
work they commenced with a show of magnanimity, they would have. achieved 
great fame and would have been much beloved of God and of the world. But 
they cannot do this for temptations. The writer then blames Government for 
not adopting measures to obtain m India all the materials required for the 
construction of railways in this country. He also censures it for deciding to 
use iron sleepers instead of wooden ones for the Western Rajputdénd State Rail- 
way, and thereby profiting England. : 


The Karndtak Wartika (38) of the 19th May, has heard that in Dharwar 


Complains that the police- 
men of Dharwar seize carts 
which bring grain, &c., to 
that town on market days, 
and release them on receiving 
small bribes from their 
owners. Prays the autho- 
rities of that town to give 
due attention to this com- 
plaint, ; 


policemen seize carts which bring goods on the market 
days, alleging that they are required for the service 
of Government, and ilenas them on getting a rupee 
or eight annas from their respective owners. ‘This 


conduct of the police has, it is said, led to diminished — 


supplies of corn coming in from the districts, and the 
price of grain has risen to three shers (for a rupee). 
The writer prays the police authorities and the Col- 
lector of Dharwar to give due attention to this report 


which extensively prevails in that town. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 16th May, but received on the 


Has heard that the License, 
tax Commissioner: expects to 
collect two and a half lacs 
of rupees in the Ahmedabad 
Zilla from the license-tax. 
Requests the Collector to 
protect the people from heavy 
taxation. 


20th, has heard that the License-tax Commissioner 
expects that two and a half lacs of rupees should be 
realized in the Ahmedabad Zilla from the license- 
tax, and, consequently, the Collector of Ahmedabad 
sent for the Mémledars of the different talukas of the 
Zilla to arrange as to what sum should be realized 
from each taluka to make up the required amount. 
If this report be true, the writer in the Hitechchhu 


would request Mr. Borrodaile to be merciful to the people, and protect them 
from being laid under a heavy taxation in these dear times. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 23rd May, makes afew observations with 
— to the case in which a well known Wakil, two 

e dealers of 
Surat are charged with having incited or aided the 


A few observations in re- 
gard to the enquiry into the 
case of a Wakil, two Editors 
of N ewspapers, and some 
dealérs, who are charged with 
having incited the recent 
not at Surat. 


% 


E 


itors of Newspapers, and two or three de 


recent riot in that town, and which is being angi 
has created great alarm ih Surat and great 


ment in Bombay ; and has, moreover, g re . og 
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several unpleasant rumours in confection with it. But since it is before a | 


Court of justice no thoughts on it should be expressed until its decision. How- 
ever, since the case has appeared out of the riot created by a few persons of 
Surat, and that riot was made on account of a tax imposed by Government; 
since an assault was made in .that riot on Government officers; and, more 
than all this, since those officers were charged with creating a misunderstanding 
and agitation among the people, by issuin forms in connection with the 


license-tax containing some improper and useless questions; and, lastly, since — 


a great portion of the work of conducting enquiries in regard to the disturbance 


remains in the hands of these officers, all movements of the officers of Surat in © 


regard to the persons apprehended are closely watched by the people. And if 
any harshness is exercised in these movements, they (the people) will entertain 

a doubt ubout the sacredness of British justice. Hence, all cases, and parti- 

cularly the one mentioned above, the authorities of Surat should conduct with 

great care and mildness, and with all legal exemptions from restraint. The 

reason for making this recommendation is that there appear from the account 

of the proceedings in this case and the complaints raised in regard to them, 

signs of some harshness being exercised, which, though passable in common 

cases, is not to be permitted in the present one for the reasons mentioned 

above. Some words uttered by Mr. Lely from the Magisterial seat in regard 

to the conduct of the enquiry in this case, may be considered objectionable ; 

and his determination to conduct further enquiries into the case at Bulsar 

seems improper, and is likely to create fear and thoughts of disapproval in the | 
-minds of the people of Surat. The Mofussil Magistrates hold their Courts in 

different places convenient to them, and that arrangement is in some cases 

convenient. But in the present case no special necessity appears, nor has the 

Magistrate shown any. He simply said that if he pleased he would deal out 

justice in a jungle. ‘These words of the Magistrate enquiring into the case will 

create thoughts of disapproval in the people. Mr. Lely’s conduct, observes the 

Samdchdr, in the enquiry into the cases of the rioters was not such as to remove 

an objection of this kind: 

discrimination. 


The Jame Jamsed (44) of the 24th May, is highly grateful to His Excel- 
lency the Secretary of State and the Government of 
India, for appointing a Commission to enquire whe- 

ce My ve Taga the ther the measures adopted by Government for miti- 
siiti ag the. Famine Com. gating the distress caused by the Indian famines of 
mission, and suggests, for the last two years were sufficient and effective ; 
reasons given by it, thatthe whether the Government achieved success in its 
ogra of deaths caused by offorts to mitigate the evils of these famines ; whether 

e last two years’ famine . Page 

shislA ta kanartained it was necessary to do any more than what it did ; 
and to suggest precautionary measures for averting 

or mitigating the evils of future famines. The appointment of this Commis- 
sion, observes the Jdéme Jamsed, shows that the Secretary of State and’ the Gov- 


Is deeply grateful to the 


ernment of India feel a great sympathy for the people of this country, and 


they are very anxious to mitigate their distress and to make them happy. The 
members appointed on this Commission are able gentlemen, who can satisfac- 
torily perform the duty entrusted to them. However, it is to be regretted that 
Government has not appointed on this Commission a few more native gentle- 
men, who would be able to render valuable assistance. by being its members, 
and that it has made a suggestion to this Commission not to make any enquiries 
as to the number of deaths caused by the last two years’ famine. The reason 
assigned for making this prohibition is that it is difficult to decide how many 
deaths really occurred from that calamity, and how many from other causes. 


Though it is hardly possible, observes the Jame Jdmsed, to arrive at precise and — 


trustworthy figures as regards the deaths caused by the famines, and those 
which proceeded from other causes, it is not right to make no attempt to secure 
4.N P 25—5 | ine oo 


; and it hopes he will act in the present case with due 
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that information as far as possible ; because the decision of several important 


questions depends upon it. For instance, there are two opinions about the 


amine measures adopted by Government. One of these says that they were 


sufficient, while the other asserts the contrary. .To decide which of these two | 


opinions is correct, information about the number of deaths caused by the 
famine is indispensable. But, since the Commission is prohibited from obtain- 
ing it, some people entertain a fear that it will be impracticable to carry out 
the real object of appointing the Commission. For these reasons it is necessary 
that the attention of the Commission should be -directed to ascertaining the 
number of deaths caused by the famine of the last two years. 


The Rast Goftér (46) of the 19th May, in common with some other papers 
of Bombay, complains of the great scarcity of ice in 


Complains of the great that city. After observing that this substance which 
scarcity of icein Bombayin . . ld at AE te tha inh aha th 
the hot season every year; 18 in general demand both by the rich and the poor, 
disapproves of the Govern- 18 not only an article of luxury, but is-also used medi- 
ment. interference in this cinally in cases of fevers, Shales, &c., and its supply 
Sites oe Fo costes fails every year in the hot season when it is most in 
aft. : mR" demand and its want is most felt; the Rdst Goftdr 
: . observes that both the people and the authorities of 
Bombay are to be blamed for this state of things. The former do not give 
sufficient support to machine-made ice. The authorities, however, deserve more 
blame than the people. The Government has appointed a Committee on the 
Ice-house in Bombay, and has clothed it with the power of inflicting a large fine 
on the contractor if he fails to keep a sufficient supply for sale. But it shame- 
fully neglects its duty of supervision, and for the last three years there has 
been an annual scareity of this highly useful article. There needs no Govern- 
ment interference in this matter, and unless the monopoly of this article is 
abolished, the complaint on this subject will not be removed. (The Yajddn 


Parast (48) of the same date makes a similar complaint on this subject). 


The: Samsher Baéhddur (50) of the 14th May, but received on the 19th, 


i en 
Gonsidénd the veto Gf wanes complains that the rate of wages paid to workm 


paid to laborers on famine 
works in Kattywar as very 
low, and prays Government to 
to make a sufficient increase 
in it, 


employed on famine works in Kattywar is so very 
low, as not to enable them to buy food sufficient. for 
their maintenance. After stating that a famine reigns 
in Kattywar; that numbers of respectable families go 


. about begging for food; that the cultivators of land 
have sold of their implements of husbandry, and are roaming about in search 
of employment; ee that the lower classes come to the famine works opened 
by Government and the Native Chiefs of the Province, the Samsher observes 
that a male laborer gets two annas, and a female laborer one and half anna per 
day on these works. These rates are fixed by order of Government. Thus, 
a laborer and his wife together can earn three and a half annas per day, which 
can purchase about three and three-fourth shers grain. Now if this pair has 
three children, the quantity of food purchased by it is not enough to feed 
sufficiently well the five persons of the family. Consequently, some members of 
it must be half starved. In times of plenty a laborer earns four annas, while 
in these days of scarcity of food and high prices he is considered to be well 
paid by his getting two annas only, which is certainly not proper. The writer 
prays Government to increase the rate of wages paid to these laborers sufficient- 
y to enable them to buy food enough. | 


Municipalities, 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 16th May, but received on the 

E yy 20th, states that deaths from cholera-in the city of 
States that cholera has in. Abmedabad have increased of late. Until recen 
ereased of late in the city of there were about twelve deaths every day from this 
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Ahmedabad, and tequesté the 


Municipality to prohibit the 
holding of caste-dinner-part- 
ies by its inhabitants. 


ee aa whic 


proceeding 


1ich are frequently held. He is afrai 
om the rotten leavings of food thrown into the lanes, will still 


. 


epidemic; but of late the daily average number of 


eaths from it comes to about thirty-five. This has 


considerably frightened the people of this city. The 


writer requests the Municipality to gooey once 
the bad stink 


more inerease the epidemic. - 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 21st May, revives the complaint fre- 


Revives its old complaint 
that when cholera breaks out 
in Bombay due precautions 
are not taken to prevent the 
sale of rotten fish and bad 
flesh and other spoilt articles 
of human food. 


quently made by: it and some of its native contem- 
poraries of the Presidency town, that due attention is 
not paid in Bombay to prevent the sale of stale and 
rotten fish, bad flesh, rotten fruit, spoiled grain, bad 
ghee, and milk, curds and butter with fraudulent 


mixtures, when cholera appears in the island. Opn 


the breaking out of this epidemic suggestions and at- 


tempts are made to remove the dirt and filth which may have collected in the 
island, and to make it clean. This is as it should be; but with the efforts made 
to clean the town; it is necessary to prohibit the sale of stale and rotten fish and 
bad flesh; which also contribute to create or increase the foul epidemic. ‘There is 
a European Officer and several sepoys to move about in the bazars and see that 
such rotter articles are not kept for sale; but in spite of them they are sold in 
these bazars. Rotten fruit, spoiled grain, bad ghee, &c., are also sold, but no 
one seems to adopt measures to prevent their sale. The Samdchdr prays the 
authorities concerned to adopt due precautions in this matter. 


Railways. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 19th May, in a leader, headed, “Mr. Con- 

oe der’s monomania,”’ observes that the blame for the 

_ Lays the blame of the exist- existence of the frauds in the Traffic Department of 

rca Se the G.'I. P. Railway, recently detected, lies on the 

Si : heads of the higher authorities of that Railway, the 
I. P. Railway recently detect ; 

ed, on Mr. Conder and other Agent, the Traffic Manager, &c. Mr. Conder isa 


Officers of the Railway, who very honest gentleman and a religious Christian. 


entertain a causeless prejudice 

against the natives, and do 

not give them higher places 
inthe Railway. 


But he entertaips a strong prejudice against the 


natives of India like several other Railway officials. 


He considers the Christians as beings superior to the ~ 


- natives, and gives the former only superior places in 
the Railway of which he is the head. This prejudice against the natives and 
partiality to Christians have been one of the causes of the existence of the 
frauds in the Goods Department recently detected, and of the loss inflicted 
thereby on the Railway. Though Mr. Dewey, the Goods Agent, or others 
might meet with punishment for receiving bribes, such a result would not, in 
itself, be sufficient to accomplish an improvement in the administration of this 
Railway. To bring about that desirable result, the prejudice entertained by 
Mr. Conder ought to be removed. The Rést Goftér then states that while Mr. 
Bejanji Daédébh4i was Goods Agent for ten years he conducted his duties in a 
ey satisfactory to the Railway Company and the dealers and merchants who 


business with it. Before him there were Europeans on the post of the. 


Goods Agent. In their time the Goods Department was rotten, in it bribery 
existed, the merchants suffered great losses, the Railway Company had to 
make up all those losses, and there existed a separate Department for adjusting 


and paying off these claims. In Mr. Bejanji’s administration of ten years all 


complaints ageinst the Goods Department disappeared on ‘account 0 his: im- 


proving that Department, the Railway Company had not to make up any losses 
to merchants, and the Department for paying off the claims did not exis 


Mr. Conder refused to increase the salary of Mr. Bejanji even after ten years 
SN P25—5 ee eee a ou 
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in a few months of the latter coming into office, complaints of bribery in the 
Goods Department appeared, the merchants began to suffer heavy losses, and 
it was found necessary to re-establish the Department for paying off claims for 
these losses. In the first year of the Deccan famine Mr. Bejanji was the 

Goods Agent, and he carried on his duties so well that there was not 
much ground for complaint. In the second year of this famine when Mr. 
Dewey was in office, extensive thefts of goods occurred, the merchants suffered. 
heavy losses, and it is said the Railway Company had to pay three lacs of 
rupees for paying off these claims. The Goods Department had become so 
- rotten that Government interference was found necessary, and a Commission 
was appointed. The labors of this Commission have waded in the detection of 
frauds in this Department. The Rdst Goftdér disavows all intention of creating, 
by writing the above, a prejudice against the Europeans, like that entertained 
by Mr. Conder against the natives. In several matters, observes the Rast 
Goftdér, Kuro are superior to natives; but the conduct of Mr. Conder 
and other Railway Officers, who show a distrust of the natives, and have made 


it a rule not to appoint them to higher posts in the Railway, and to bestow 
such places on Kuropeans, is not just. ) 


] 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 16th May, but received on the 
20th, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Who knows what is to 


Gives some account of a happenin Jundgarh ?” After repeating once more that 


band of highwaymen which ynity does not exist, itis said, among the members of 
has plundered some vill 


a the J Page ea pe the Council of Administration of this State, and some 
requests the Political Agent Other statements several times made by it, and noticed 
of Kattywar to enquire whee in the, Weekly Summaries, gives an account of the 


ther the men killed by the band of highwaymen which has recently plundered 
reg sa ae reg some villages of that State. The Hitechchhu states 


whether they were innocent that a Makréni sepoy of the Shergadh Thand, named 
persons. Hatu, was suspected of theft, and wag thereupon im- 
prisoned. An enquiry was made into the matter by 

the Thanedér, and on the crime not being proved against the accused, he was 
set at liberty. However, the superior officer of the sepoy, a Jamadér, dismis- 
sed him from the service, did not pay him his three months’ pay which was 
in arrears, and ordered him to leave the place. He thereupon at once took to 
highway robbery. Some of the girdsids, who were dissatisfied at not getting 
Justice, joined him, and the Makrdéni sepoy Hatu had a band. He then sent 
word to the Diwdn to do them justice,.and, if it was not dealt to them, they 
were prepared to die. The Diwdn paid no attention to this prayer, nor did 
he adopt any measures to prevent mischief being committed by Hatu and his 
band, They then plundered the Thénd of Shergadh and afterwards nine 
villages of the Jundgarh State. On the publication of the news about the 
-plunder of these villages in the. Times of India, the Political Agent of Katty- 
war sent orders to‘the Diwdn to adopt means to apprehend these highwaymen 
at once. On receipt of this order it was resolved oR some sepoys should be 
Sent to find out and destroy the band, and to give a reward of one thousand 
rupees to those who would perform this task. After the plunder of the village 


of Kédayu, one of the nine mentioned above, by this band, Makréni Din. 
Mahomed accompanied by thirty-five sepoys pursued it. They overtook it in 


the Gir, and there was a fight between the two parties. Din Mahomed could 
not Teena Hatu, the leader of the band, nor any other principal men 
Of it. He, however, brought to Jundgarh the decapitated beads of ten 
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alleged to have belonged to this band. Various rumours have appeared in that 


part of the country about this achievement of Din Mahomed, but it cannot be 
said which of them represents the real fact. Some say that the decapitated — 
men were innocent persons; some assert that they were residents of the vil- 
lages of Mendardé T’abé ; while others say that they were inhabitants of Tébé. 
Bérddi, who had taken their cattle to graze in the Gir, and while they were 
_ sleeping the men of Din Mahomed fell upon them and cut off their heads. The 
‘writer in the Hitechchhu — the Political Agent to enquire into this matter - 
and ascertain the truth. The principal Diwdn of Jundgarh says that this band 
of highwaymen has plundered only one shop in a village, but the newspapers 
have given reg ae accounts. He sent a telegram to that effect to the 
Jundgarh Wakil in Bombay, and had the news which had appeared in the 
Times of India contradicted in the same paper. The writer in the Hitechchhu 
challenges the Diwan to give a true reply to the above, and asks him the ques- 
tion whether or not the highwaymen plundered on the 12th instant the village 
of Dungri belonging to a Mahant or religious superior ? 


The Yajddn Parast (48) of the 19th May, rejoices to see one more instance 


Considers the offer of their of the great loyalty of the Native Princes of India to 


troops by some Native Princes the British Crown. It observes that these Princes 
for service in the probable evinced deep loyalty on the appearance among them 


sk | gpa met re of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales on his 
SSI, & proof of their  yj,; : °_ ae : 
simak Jovalty to the British visit to this country, by showing reverence to him 


, and treating him with princely hospitalities. They 
egmom thus proved that they thought it was a great honor 
to them to bow to the British Crown and to act as its loyal allies. It was 


leasant to see an acknowledgment made of this conduct of the Indian Princes 

y the Imperial throne. These things had silenced the traducers of the Native 
Princes, who were falsely suspected by their enemies of being disloyal to the 
paramount Government. It is still more gratifying to see that the great loyal- 
ty of these Native Princes continues unabated. Her Highness the Begum of 
Bhopal and the Mahdrdjés of Indore and of Bhdwalpore have offered to the 
British Government their troops for service in the probable war between Eng- 
land and Russia. This fact is a matter of congratulation to the Native Princes 
and gratifying to the native subjects of the British Crown. It also silences 
the more the traducers of these Princes. (The Arunodaya (12) of the same 


_ date and some other papers of this week express sentiments somewhat similar 
to the above). 


The same concurs with the Bombay Gazette in recommending that the 
Khichri, or a mixture of rice and pulse, pe distri- 


_ Asks the Diwan of Baroda uted to a large number of beggars, &c., in Baroda at 
, » pomotane giving ariner the expense of that State be discontinued. The Parast 
to. strong a hale beggars dilates on the evils of giving charity to strong and 
from the Baroda State. hale persons who are able to work, and on the merit 
_ of feeding the lame, the blind, and sickly beggars, 
and asks Sir T. Mddhawrdw to direct the State charity of the Baroda prin- 
cipality accordingly. } 
& 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, | 
_ Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 28th May 1878. 


- BOMBAY : PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 


6GnpPep25—5 . 


ie 
yy 5 
= 


E PAPERS 


x : ¥ 
ai % > ; aS 


For the Week ending list June 18 


. 


— — 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. 


2 


ANGLO-MARA THI. 
The Indu Prak&sh .........-ssseeee++++-+| Bombay ....:4.+.-..| Weekly 
» Native Opinion ........:.+0teeseeeeeee D -. epsusepuceeny Se 
» Dny&n Prakash  ...sccceeceeeeeeeeees| POODD ....0000e0e000| Bi-weekly 
9) DUTYOUAYA 2... .cocscecesseeeeccoere ANDA.....++++0+e01| Weekly 
»  Mah&rdstra Mitra ............00cc.0000|, OUATB se ceccccsccesss 
»  Bodha Sudhakar ...........00.. EM | eiehvseias 


» Dnyén Chakshu................0.. QODR boccncyessccies 


wit 


» Dydnodaya ......ccecsseseeeeoess Bombay .....<.0s00s 
yg) MMMM < ok ca ckaah sca aes twee POOUS 665 sacscpaeetl 
 « Pend: Gea. civicivenwei dco: BOs sessed 
abodha Patrakh ..6..ic6s. 6030005] BOMDAV Ss cise. 

- Mara’Tst. | 


The ARGIOATD c.., osc idcncie idl sdk occ o scene], LODDB raisin ieniesins 


ean /SC/ S41 


5 PAGAN MAGIA oo. ce ecticceeaedses Ratnagiri ......... 
» Belgaum Samfchér ..................| Belgaum............ 
» Ny&ya Sindhu ........0......000 Ahmednagar ...... 
PRR FAN oo, cnes i Sess cossndes| SNORT cer acchcveenet 
sy | RAID. ooo oc ccs eka gee cv etice sce cssdee] BROMMDUE®. J ceiewes 
» Khandesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia ............. 
sg, PRN PORTA esa n eee ent devese oes ys.) AIDA, cone siaaneane 
RGA WIR ook nce vccevsdeecegeess | IEASIE seus cduve: techs 


FARUBOMORDG. 4... icvccccecscsstowcsevers) MMMMGED veveimntians 
» Dny&n Bodhak qtr eeelcehy (a0 OE oe 
» satya Shodhak ... .....-scsosccoseeree] RatNAgirl ......... 
> Mine PORCH. oe ea. ees. | Bene eects eee 
Dharwar Writta .......cssesseseeees| Db arwar.....scecees 
» Nagar Samfchér ........ccsecrseeses ing 


z 


EM PEEWOAN Scckccvacsvsuvecasscoseseuvisrces? A RCMEEL Tem emeerS ess 
5, Keadbty Withetai soc cbcssseccdhsecsed] Di. ascii a 
ViPNE eles a ceavcdd: Mudhol- yeeaedeleeees 


OOF CP ROCH eo reereseeorrseeeel a VJ. r pur. oreeetens. ae 


Be roe aye Moe 


£ Yetws Fe Ret 
- j 
7 wi 


SPO TSH CO SEHR OOO 8244.6) + : fete ur eeceee 


t 


234 
eevee eveee eee eeeeaeé 


n 2 
ant 
ba tt ba Sat 


mk 


ea 


~ 


etl hae. 


- ie Se 


33 


3? 


>» 


3) 


*9) 


93 


‘32 


“ 


Pe 


‘33 


Dinbandhi 
A'ryawarta Panchanana ............ 
_ Wasai Samachar ..................... 


‘ 


~~ AnoLo-Guzara'TI. 
The Surya Prakash .2...........ccccssceees 
REBORN oo iiviscscsscncevescss 


| The Guzerat Mitra 
Oe DOMmbObEl.....55) i cscs cceseed 
, Akhb&re Sowdagar ..............004. 
» Rast Goftar Pirssee hiecsni 
bie PR Pibth- ssid 
4, Yajdan Parast 
DOGS ETC oc ctcisicdccksccssvewwiees 
a Samsher Béhddur .........0:....066066 
Ahmedabad. Samac 
gs SMAPOA TY GPURIDAD. . 5.05. ce cecep oss soes 
atbywar Samachar Sees eyseeabises 
Broach Wartaman 
DIG PraeGee ois as i 
5 Bale Mitre. Ss ieesca 
TAM 656556 oc CAG iar 
Guzerat Samdchér .............00.5. 
Ny&ya Prakieh, ¢:000c50055.6005.00eees 
4 Swadesh Mangal ..................08 


The Chantrodage weseir.of.dsidverserseesess 


-The Kushful 


eeeSBeeeseeeoSCSSeeSeeeGagasescve 
t 


UZARA'TI. os 


SeBReecaeesseeseneseseser 


, 


> 
eeese@eseeoeseeeceoeeeee 


CANARESH. 


HINDUSTANI. ris hea 


“"Seespesesebestosecovese 


‘ : We, 
. 
-@-Hind .......:- Beers 
‘oe COSTCO EHH e ee erer ges 
2 ate | ee 
7 


ORR eee OCR e ec eeens se eo 


seesteseeeevrnet OC ee eee 6% 


. 4 


u 


Seseeaeet®Stesce 


agg 


S®@eeeseecanet@eeees 


FOUR +. secccsscesess 
Bombay seweeteecees 
Bassein 


Surat béeeeeeeeeend bo 
Ahmed 


sees eee 


Ta ®seeeeeseeo tee tte 


Soteveveverve’ 
0. pvleweiesiewt 
0. : 


e@eevseeseae ss ee@ 


Bee saeco 
Ee a. aecvnivs 
Ahmedabad 


*eeses 


Kaira revive. fT toe 
BRE isis ccseectl 
-Broach 


Kaira vosectveeisesee 


e**eeeseeeeeese8 


Bombay ............ 
; 0. ""8SGrcaecsestee 
0. OVE ETIERTLELEL TE 


Surat 000 OOU cs Dees e of 


Do. ee eC OC eee ee eeee 


Dharwar.........00 


Bombay ...,...00++: 
Do. 


@esveeesb bees 


ao ** @ 8 wee eee 8 -ere 


bar... eee eer eee tsecase 
é “ie . 


ea a eo ‘a. 


' : * 
a : 
s ; 


» i ‘ies - 


a : : 
\, Bombay CVUF VEC ee HES 


Weekly 
Weekly 


Weekly 
Do. 


Weekly. 


—— =. 


Sn a én 


i-Weekly...| 


Weekly : 


-Weekly. ‘is 


Bi-Weekly... 


i 
"] £ 
One et 


ee 100——=*™s 


os 450 
seat Se BBB 
oie). Oe 
| 1,650 
at 1 eo ' 
ee 900 
aS 153 
‘ee + 45 
cs 115 


...| 1,000 


‘eee , 100 : 


ak wate 
wef 300 
100 


! ee 
Ain : - 


under 


by th 


— 


|* have not 


different heads, w 
the number o 


‘ > ‘ 


ba 


BAR 327 


given information 


= 


ch are printed in italics. 


€ 


& 


‘in the list wt’ the ) 


“to the number of copies “ 


et . 


a vn 


PRU WT al Ue Tae Ne oF FOE CR 2 ag Pes ELSA “Se ds ty BSN. OD Fe a EIR eae Se Ge PU ee ees Ba Cre, UY Me ee ek PW Sang oY EE « SEU ea ie RR 3 
eis erg oe Pec fe RES ety Tee ae ke A, yy 1 Pring ny bigs nAaSS ho ean HE, 
beh I ee % beet fe ERR Ra Me Rhea 7 Songs Pe ROY 1¥ Pig ae hat a tap Ve 
a / BSE Aa RR ae RL RS ROD GIS ae hh SOIREE Eee ak 
7 * , ~3' a] bs Spy ? 7 ‘ ” Nex y ¥ “ ) 
; re Pi SS ae a ae 


. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 23rd May, but received on the 26th, 
rejoices to see that some of the Native Princes and 
Chiefs of India have offered their armies to the para- 
mount English Government for service in the probable 
war between England and Russia; and that some 


Rejoices to see that some 
of the Native Princes have 
spontaneously offered their 
armies to the British Govern- 
ment, and that some native 


8 
Poh fics and the Public Administration. 


native ot prayed Government to be sent with 
iti 


regiments ‘evinced great an- 

xiety for employment in the 

robable' war between Eng- 
d and Russia. 


the expeditionary force. These facts, observes the 
Mitra, prove the great loyalty of the Native’ Princes 
and the native Indian army, and disprove the charges 
of seditious writing and disloyalty brought by some 
Anglo-Indian papers against the native press. The arguments advanced on 
this subject by some of the vernacular papers, and noticed more fully in the 
previous weekly reports, are re-produced by the Mitra in support of its observa- 
tions. 


The same, in another unfinished article, repeats.the charge very frequently 
“i a = brought against the British Indian Government by, 
Pry ogo anee yr ad the the vernacular press, that it does not properly protect 
oa Indien Government the interests of this country, and that it is partial to 
that it does not properly pro- England. The wealth of this country goes to a 
tect the interests of India, foreign country from other than political causes, and 
co-chair. dpace consequently, the people of India have become so very 
or that they are not able to protect themselves from such a calamity asa 
mine. In last year’s famine, for want of food numerous persons died, and 
many deserted their homes. Even at such a time as this, Government did not 
show liberality towards the people. It imposed a tax in order to recover the 
money spent by it on account of the famine, and collected the land assessment 
which the ryots could not pay last year, as well asthe assessment for the pre- 
sent year, after asserting that the famine had disappeared, and the usual plenti- 
ful times had re-appeared, and without considering whether the people could 
convehiently pay it. The Mitra also alludes to the impropriety of the aboli- 
tion of import duties on cotton cloth manufactured in Europe, and says that 
this step of Government will destroy the young rising cotton industry of this 
country. | 
A correspondent of the same states that there is a toll station on the road 
| between Satara and Kolhdpur near Kanegaon, in 
Taluka Wdlwa of the Satara Zilla. Ata distance of 
10 miles.from this toll station, there is a sub-station 
near the village of Kémeri. The reason of making 
this sub-station is to prevent cartmen from evading the 


Complaint about levying 
a toll at the sub-station of 
Kameri in addition to its re- 
covery at the principal sta- 


tion of Ka in Taluk : . 
, Wilwa of Wee Sales Col. payment of the toll leviable at the Kénegaon station. 
lectorate. A cart passing over this road is required to pay toll 


at one of the two stutions whichever it passes first. 
But, if a cart pays toll at one of these stations before twelve at night and passes 
the other station after that hour, itis made to pay another toll at the latter 
station. The toll-gatherer, if questioned about his. proceeding in this matter, 
shows the orders he has received. from the authorities of the Walwa, ‘Taluka, |e 
authorizing him to levy the toll under the circumstances mentioned here. The OAS. 
correspondent of the Mitra considers the second exaction of the toll either at “a ; 
the principal or at the sub-station as unjust, and requests the Collector of Satara 
to remove the complaint. | | ‘poe lo ) ee oe 
The Arunodaya (12) of the 26th May, in alluding to the case of the two ll 
Editors, a Wakil, and three other persons, who have _ [oe 
been charged with inciting the recent riot at Surat 
and committing some other offences, and to the en- 
quiry into.the case going on before Mr. Lely, quotes 
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Hopes Government will 
cease to di more cases 


like that of the two Editors, 
a@ Wakil and some others, who 
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are charged with inciting the a few of the animadversions made upon the proceed- 


recent riot at Surat, &, inos of the enquiring Magistrate by the Bombay 
om eg — Gazette. The inadas. without touching upon the 
merits of this case, observes that Government may 

bestow upon these remarks of the Gazette whatever consideration it likes, and 
, gy arrive at any conclusion, but it is to be regretted that Government seems 
to have become very harsh in this matter. A. dozen or a dozen and a half 
rioters have been deservedly punished ; but it does not appear good to dig up 
more cases and to set Mr. Gajdnan to do that work. The rioters have been 
punished and made an example of. What more than this does Government 


require? By bringing forward the abovementioned case, the people of Surat 


are likely to be terrified and dissatisfied with Government. The Arunodaya 
hopes Government will cease to dig up more cases hereafter. 


% 


The same contains a leader, headed, ‘‘ The Famine Commission and its 
work.” Government has appointed a Commission to 

a of the alleged enquire into the causes of the Indian famines, and to 
ane : aches may _ suggest means for the prevention of these calamities. 
no opinion on the codes It is said that Government has issued orders to this 
or badness of the “ ryotwéri” Commission, that it may enquire into the working of 
land system existing inthe the “ ryotwdri”: system existing in the Madras Presi- 
| rasa aah Soar tiga dency, and may give its opiion as to how that sys- 
deaths caused by the last tem ought to work; but should desist from passing 
famine. any opinion upon the goodness or badness of it. The 
7 ; Arunodaya does not possess real information about 

this system. It is, however, said that it means that the right of proprietorship 


in the land belongs to Government, and that at a certain rate of assessment the 


land is given in lease for one year, to a ryot for cultivation. If this definition. 


of the ‘‘ ryotwdri” system be true, Government has not done well in prohibiting 
the Commission from deciding ‘whether that system is good or bad. It seems 
that this system has contributed a good deal to the appearance of famine in that 
Presidency. It must have led the ryots to believe that they have no right in 
the land, and that they must pay any assessment which Government may please 
to impose. Such a belief must make the ryots careless about improving the 
productive capabilities of the land, which must, under such circumstances, bring 
in less produce day by day ; and reduced produce must lead to famines. Hence, 
it is highly desirable to ascertain whether the ryotwdri system is good or bad. 
It is also said that the Famine Commission has been ordered not to ascertain 
the number of deaths caused by the recent famine. This order of the Govern- 
ment also is not good, since it is highly important to decide whether the famine 
measures adopted by Government in the last famine, were good or bad; and to 
decide this question, it is indispensable: to know what effect these measures have 


had upon the people,—that is, whether more or less people died under their. 


operation. Some say that it is difficult to get precise information on this subject. 

ven if it be so, it is no reason why as much information as. can be gathered, 
should not be collected. The Aruwnodaya then publishes some information from 
the report made by its Agent to the Khandesh and Deccan Relief Fund 
Committee, regarding the number of the population of certain villages on Ist 
July 1876, and again on lst July 1877, and observes that it shows that within 
that reer large numbers of the rural population have disappeared. To test 
whether this information is trustworthy, it is desirable the Famine Commission 
should ascertain from official sources the number of deaths and desertions. 


The Arunodaya observes, in another place, with regard to the alleged order of 


the Government to the Famine Commission not to pass an opinion on the good- 
ness or badness of the ryotwéri system, that one feels wonder to hear of such an 
order. The thirty years’ land settlement in the Bombay’ Presidency has 

thrown the ryots of this part of the country into pgp. and the people in the 
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Madras Presidency have been reduced to a similar con 
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therefore, to say that the Commission should not pass an opinion on the ryot- 
wari land settlement. His Highness the Holkar clothes his Diwd4n with every 
power, but that which would tinge be used by the latter to reduce the 
revenues of his State. This conduct of His Highness is condemned by some 
persons as that of a Mérwdri. If the alleged order of Government about the 
ryotwiri system has been actually issued, the conduct of Government in this 


matter cannot be dissimilar from that of the Holkar. (Satya Shodhak (28) of 


the 26th May, in pointing out the necessity of ascertaining the number of deaths — 


caused by the last famine, by the Famine Commission appointed by Govern- 
ment, makes observations somewhat similar to the above.) 


The Kashia Wildsini (28) of the 28th May, has a leader, headed ‘‘ Happi- 
: ness to one, and sorrow to another,’ written in its 
Asserts that if the British sual involved style and with incoherent and strange 
ares tego os reasoning. It begins with the remark, may the rulers 
‘njuries on this country, ke. Of India never feel an evil desire. But if they feel 
we such a wish, they will purposely inflict as much 
damage on her as they can. They will not then give the people of India any 
means of making themselves wise, artful, strong, accomplished in arts and 
sciences, and thus enabling them to enrich their country. On the contrary, 
they (the rulers) will think of means to make the people weak, and will adopt 
yarious, means to make food, water, salt, and other articles which increase 
strength unprocurable. In the same future tense the Wildsimi speaks of an 
introduction of spirituous liquors and other things, and of Indian money being 
taken away, of the abolition of import duty on European twist and cotton cloth 
and of Hindus then being sorry. It then speaks of the Indian famines and of 
numerous men and still more numerous animals having died by that calamity ; 
of the famine in China and the Chinese eating men; of some of the Native 
Chiefs of India offering their armies for service in the probable war between 
‘England and Russia; of the native sepoys of the Indian army showing great 
anxiety to be sent for the same war ; and of some other matters. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd May, 

pe as but received on the 26th, writing from Harsol under 
oe P collaernet ge BE aie date the 14th instant, states that small-pox prevails 
but no yaecinator has visited argely in that town. A vaccinator ought to visit 


the place yet. such a large place once every year, but he does not 
| a do so. As yet fifteen persons have been sufferin 
from smalj-pox, and there have been three deaths from it. : 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 27th May, after alluding to the old sub- 
ae Lea ject that the relation between the money-lender and 
4 ee goalies acca Jed the agricultural ryot in India is not satisfactory ; that 
sustitution of Village Peachi. the former either enslaves the latter for life, or ruins 
yats, suggested by Mr. Wed- him through the agency of the civil courts; that the 
derburn, §.0.8., for the dis- new Civil Procedure Code has, to a certain extent, 
an of suits between the lightened the pressure of the law on the ryot, but that 
y-lenders and the agri- : capi : 
cultural ryots in India. he cannot stand long before his richer antagonist, the 
he money-lender, in the legal fight ; and that the ryot, in 
his ignorance, looks with displeasure upon the ivounlieils which in no way 
deserves any blame in this matter; observes that several persons are engaged in 
devising means which would exercise the least legal pressure on the ryot in this 
matter, and among them Mr. Wedderburn of the Bombay Civil Service suggests 
the institution of ' illage Panchéyats for the decision of civil suits between the 
Sowkdr a oe ayat The proposed remedy appears at first sight to be very 
n seve 


for debts, and they are said to be working satisfactorily. But there is a great 
objection to a Village Panch4yat deciding the claims between the money- 
lender and his debtor the agricultural ryot, The members of a Village Panchéyat 


parts of the pe working atic dispose ‘of ordinary claims 
decidi 
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ought not to be debtors to any money-lender. For, if they were debtors, their 
 ereditor the money-lender would, directly or page exercise influence over _ 
them, and the interests of the ryots would not be duly protected. There are ) 
hardly any persons in a village who are not in debt to money-lenders. More- 

over, in every village the most influential person is the Sowkér or money-lender, 

who can, if he wishes, exercise influence over the Panchdéyat. This also leads 

to the probability of justice not being done to the rights of the poor ryots. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 26th May, contains a long leader, headed — <4 
| ‘¢ Panic‘at Surat,” which makes some comments on 4 
_ Comments on the conduct the conduct of the authorities at Surat in regard to 
of the authorities at Surat in ; . ‘ : 
regard to the proceedings the proceedings connected with the riot cases. The 
connected with the riot cases, Jtdst Goftdr. observes that the strong measures adopted 
and particularly with the case by the authorities in regard to these cases, have raised 
of the Editors and others ¢omplaints against them,.and spread a great panic 
which is being enquired into ; 
by Mr. Lely. among the people of that town. It has received 
several letters setting forth these complaints. It does 
not believe that all of them are true. However, it behoves the Rast Goftdr to 
bring them to the knowledge of Government that immediate measures may be 
taken to restore peace and quietness in this commercial town. It is said that 
the strong measures idootad by the authorities after the riot, have frightened the 
town, given its streets a deserted look, spead a dread among the people to meet 
two or three together or talk together, and have spread the fear of being cause- 
lessly apprehended and thrown intoa prison. This description may be an exag- 
gerated account of the real state of things. . If it is not an exaggeration, it may 
_be the creation of a frightened imagination. However this may be, it is believ- 
ed that this fright has been caused by the excessive harshness used by the 
authorities, which is considered unnecessary and uncalled for. It is also said 
that these authorities have been blamed for their negligence at first in the matter. 
of this riot not only by His Excellency the Governor of Bombay, but also by | 
the authorities in England ; and to wash off that blame they (the Surat authori- : 
ties) have adopted all this harshness, In the first place, continues the Rast 
Goftdr, these authorities furnished pretexts for giving birth to the riot. They 
increased the Municipal taxes all at once, and, at the same time, to make matters 
worse, they issued forms of the license-tax which would create a panic. The 
_ failed to adopt strong measures to put down the riot when first signs of it appeared. 
On. the 4th instant the people of Surat gathered in crowds, and some of them 
even threw stones at the Collector, but not a single member of these illegal 
assemblies was apprehended, nor was an impressive example made of any of them. : 
This led to a stronger riot next day. That day the authorities found them- a 
selves caught in a fearful position, and could not suppress the riot without 
calling out the military and illegally firing upon the rioters and killing one or | 
two of them. After this the authorities became alive to the gravity of the - 
occurrences. They then commenced apprehending the rioters which has | ‘ 
created great noise. They have removed from Surat Mr. Hirjibhdi, an Inspec- 
tor of Police, who was quite competent for the discharge of his duties, and in 
whom the people had confidence, and have brought in his place Mr. Motilal, 
who is disliked by the people. Mr. Gajdnan Withal, who has spread a dread 
among the people of the cities and towns of Guzerat, was called to Surat. He 
causelessly exercised a great deal of intimidation. He had Presses searched 
and their proprietors apprehended. It is also said that these authorities have 
issued warrants without entering in them the names of any persons, and have 
authorized Mr. Motil4l to apprehend any persons he likes. He sporehented 
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even some innocent persons, as may be seen from the result of the late enquir- ee i}: 
ies. An unexplanable harshness has been exercised towards the apprehended oA 
Editors. They were kept separate from each other. They were taken from. | . *. 
one place of imprisonment to another. They have been put to the ignomiiny 7 at 
of wearing hand-cuffs. Again, their case is being enquired into by a Magistrate, ag 

3 NP 1—-6 | | oe : . 

SS Oa ice: | | OPS WAS eo eae 
» *e > 4 3 ae tee i & a PF his ee i pia ee et eee . e 


| 
| 


ee 


ae Dany, wae oe - ow SON tty Sh . f PN ate 
y Tre es SUT CR Me ee Oey ak LAP en Ie ere ere ee CR ae Se ME AON Ch OS eRe Beet Lae x 
Sek WA A MT * Oe i) Aaa a Fite TS Re "0S a aa ls a See BY ate Fe 5 ee PMA pe yk eee Sehihomets , ‘ 
$ PS ; Be; EC rigs ats =) ag Bi, ae t i iy es ae aga a mt greta Ss ROE vr tee Oe ind Pi er iy Sy Cet a et 
‘att ix Bec eR), Sa age ep ie MARE amet th «So tas ag » 
Fst sak a Bagh Me tok, a a a 


Age Pee ‘% ager se! Oa Oe mali gai one: 
uf ree ge Ae ea ORR ey Ee Bg SS ve Moh escheg Galea Stn a RR igs a ee 
“sete Bn | Pe aes hss ieee CA th a, tae iS Ms eae pte ra . ow =) RS rae ye gu ey ph ee ae Os 
; } eh ae athe Be ie Ty. ae De ON a a. 1 Paks T4 thyme ES” ae De eee ae bth 4.0 
organ iv cay es Se pe. ANS ee Ee ae UTR Ege. aan " Te NSS te ; rem 3, we ‘x 54.0 Qo ee as hi AMX ee, Sp 
PON REM. OER cake a ee Uy * MO Pee. aren SPER SD ek is’ 10) og SOM a nme gee) A Meotians Sk PR IAL YR ana SIRS ea kPa 
re : | fe he i ted oa MPa tole Sy oF Ras Ne aa tame | tetas Past Saige iy 0s Ae Sa eae tah NR ie AN 2 ln a BR a ee Aes om vi 
7 - ¢ “ ; Pa Me Re ia pe 4 els y ‘ ‘ : 
¥ } i : 4 ne F's cg eS + . pe gd 
> » i 


7 


whose very name will increase the "eg spread among the Surtis. Mr. Lely 
o despise the native press. About six 


is one of the Government officers w 
years ago he wrote against the vernacular press, and recommended Govern- 
ment to disable it. It 1s quite natural that the entrusting of the enquiry to his 
hands should causelessly create a panic among ignorant persons. A e has also 

one from Surat to Bulsar, and there conducts the enquiry into the case of the 
deciding | on the enquiry at the latter place, Mr. Lely observed “ I have 
‘liberty to take them for enquiry to any place I like, and there is no one to 
prevent me from taking them toa jungle to make the enquiry.” By these 
and similar other words, he has given cause for an impression, that before 


bditors, &c., who have been thereby put to more trouble and expense. When 


the conclusion of the enquiry, le entertains a prejudice against them. But. 


it is not right to take such an impression. The people, however, attribute all 
the violent bustle in this matter to private envy and malice. Some say that 
the authorities have long looked unfavourably upon the Guzerat Mitra (42). 
Some say that the adversaries of Mr. Gold have done all this. But the 
time has not yet arrived to give any attention to such rumours; it may come 
hereafter. e above has been written simply to draw the attention of Gov- 
ernment to the panic prevailing in Surat, and it ought to subdue that panic 
by every — means. In such a panic asthe one prevailing in Surat, officers 
like Mr. Gajénan Withal and Mr. Motilél ought not to be brought to Surat, as if 


to apes adread among tbe people. If blank warrants have been really placed 
In t 


e hands of the police, they ought to be withdrawn. Such officers ought to 


be appointed at Surat as are likely to convey to the people an assurance that 
nothing illegal will be done. It must, however, be observed that whatever 
thoughts Mr. Lely may entertain, it is certain that he conducts the enquiry 
into the case of the Editors and others with praiseworthy calmness, justness, 


and impartiality, He has by these qualities obtained the confidence of the - 


Surtis. Ifthe prisoners can prove, as they assert, that the case against them 
has been maliciously got up, they will not fail to obtain justice from Mr. Lely. 
{The Yajdén Parast (48) of the same date also makes a few comments on the 
proceedings of Mr. Lely in the case of the Editors and others, It states that 
while the enquiry was going on, Mr. K4labhdi, the Wakil for the prosecution, 
asked a Boréh witness a question of 9 nature to suggest a reply. On this Mr. 
Shewshankar, the Pleader for the prisoners Golébdd4s and Kikdbhdi, raised an 
objection, stating that the Pleader for the prosecution was cross-examining his 
own witness. Mr. Lely replied to this, ‘it may be called cross-examination 


or by any other name, but I want to get the point cleared.” Thus, Mr. Lely | 


expressed his opinion that though there might be a legal objection to put the 
question, it must be put. An explanation, observes the Parast, ought to be given 
how far the words of Mr. Lely above quoted, tally with law and the impartial 
British justice, The Parast also disapproves of Mr. Lely’s granting a few days’ 


ts. ecg of the case on the application of the police, which ought not to 


ave been done, as the case is against a Wakil and two Editors, and not against 
common men, The transfer of the enquiry from Surat to Bulsar is also dis- 
approved on the ground that it is not made for sufficient cause). (The Kaside 
Mumbai (58) of the 27th May, also disapproves of the transfer of the enquiry in- 
to this case to Bulsar. The reasons advanced against this arrangement are, that 
it must produce great inconvenience to the prisoners, the witnesses, the Wakils 
for the prosecution and defence, put Government to extra expense in the sha 
of railway fare and batta to peons and others, and prevent the people of Surat 
from witnessing the proceedings of the case in which they take a great interest). 


(The Indu Prakash (1) of the 27th May, also writes upon this subject. Itnotices 


some of the statements made by a correspondent of the Bombay Gazette regard- 
ing the conduct of the Surat police in this matter, and makes a few of the re- 
marks passed by the Rast Goftdér of this week noticed above. It observes that 
the riot made by the people of Surat appears not to have been made with the 


object of molesting Government, but simply on account of their being vexed’ 


Roar @ 


- : 
4 7 Me Tee canes i ee a ee 
aah A> eatin TRE Peat, Zh 
gees PO OMNI Ree Ree, CS yy fs - 
m1 eho eee a ee OR RE Te ue eee te aT 
See : oe gi eee eR RET ror a 
Se ae: SRR Ta ite aps 3 = hig os " 


SOG 
FEROS: 
ond 
REN S 
ER SORES SHA 
Pama 
 Gecweees 
 Femeorcoren 
3 
is 
— Bareamaceomien: 
‘ 
a 
4 
8 
? * 
] a. 
x 
4 
4 
4 
¢ 


Ba SA ine GR ae LE LR PRES RG AACR DA LED LAL LEAL TA SEI CN 
a ” 


rank anal | lelale Aa | vil 


ies gatas 


Je 


x * with the burden of the taxes. It was quite- impro 
= : ~ of the mili 


8 


di ? er in these people to close 
their shops and to make a riot. It was right in Government to call in the aid 
ilitary to put it down. The rioters who threw stones and created 
affrays have been justly punished. After this to ferret out some people and to 
charge them with inciting the riot, and not to release them on bail during the 
enquiry into the charge brought against them, does not look like justice, but 


_ seems revenge. In conclusion, the Indu Prakdsh prays Sir Richard Temple to 


give his attention to this subject.) (The Karndtak Wartika, (38) of the 26th 
May, makes remarks similar to those made by the Indu Prakdsh.) 


Railways. 


The Yajdén Parast (48) of the 26th May, congratulates the Railway Com- 
oS mission upon the success it has achieved in the detec- 
tion of frauds in the G. I. P. Railway. The Parast 
observes that a great deal of grain was robbed from 


Has heard that attempts 
are being made to hush up 
the case of fraud against a 


high official of the G. I. P. 
Railway, and requests Mr. A. 
T. Crawford, the President of 
the Railway Commission, to 
thwart these attempts and ex- 
pose the culprit. | 


the Railway when corn was being sent in large quan- 
tities to the famine districts, and the Company suif- 
fered the heavy loss of five lacs of rupees to meet the | 
claims of sha doadais whose grain was robbed. It is 

said that high Railway officials had a hand in these 


robberies. ‘The Parast has also heard that attempts 
are made in a certain quarter to hush up the case against a high Railway offii- 
cial and to prevent his being exposed to the public. The. Parast requests Mr. 
A. T. Crawford, the President of the Railway Commission, to thwart these 


under-hand dealings, and to bring the criminal out to receive the deserved 
punishment. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Karnatak Wartika (33) of the 26th May, complains 

that the Manager of His Excellency Sir Salar Jang’s 
jahdgir in the Rvdacsbed State mismanages the vil- 
lages in his charge. His Excellency holds in jahdgir 
the Taluka of Kop4l and two pargands situated near 
it. The Subhedér of the Kopal Taluka is a Brahmin, 
who has been in charge of it for the last eight or nine 
years. He cares more for the interests of his master than for those of the 
ryots. If he sees a well-to-do ryot he fines him (the ryot) on some pretext. or 
other. He forcibly makes over the uncultivated land of a village to the Patil 
or Kulkarni of it, and rigorously recovers the assessment of that land from him. 
Contracts for spirituous liquors, &c., are given away to respectable persons, who 
are induced to take them by false descriptions and hopes held out of their 
proving profitable ; and when the period of contract expires, the contract money 
is recovered with great rigor and the contractor is ruined. The writer prays 
Sir Salar Jung to reform the administration of his personal jahagir. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 23rd May, 


Complains that the per- 
sonal jahagir of His Excel- 
lency Sir Salar Jung in the 
Nizam’s State is mismanaged, 
and requests His Excellency 
to improve its administration. 


States that: certain Taluk- 
dars of the Mahi K4nta levy a 
local fund tax anda school 
fee, spend a portion of this 
money on the schools and ap- 
_ propriate to their own use the 

bain ce. Recommends the 


recovery of this balance for 


the use of the schools. 


ee tee 


but received on the 26th, writing from Sddra in the 


Mahi KAnta, states that there are schools in the villages 
of many Tdlukddrs of that Province, who levy local 
fund tax and a monthly fee of annas two from every 
school-boy. They show no account of this income, 
and appropriate the balance remaining from it, after 
incurring the expenditure on account of the schools. 


~The writer recommends that they should be madé to 


give an account to the Deputy Educational Inspector 
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_ken people of that State by Makrdni 
.the authorities of it and J undgarh State, and that the authorities of that State 
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2 for Mahi Kénta and Pélanpur, and that the balance should be applied to supply- 


-stock, &c., a want of which is much felt in these schools. 


The Samsher Bahddur (50) of the 22nd May, but received on the 26th, 
co eas contains a communication, the writer of which con- 
Contradicts the report that tradicts some of the statements made in the Hetechchhu 


eed sonteah Uillewes of (41) of Ahmedabad of the 16th instant, and noticed at 


the Junagarh State, and that some length in the last weekly report, regarding the | 
nothing. has been done to plunder of some villages of the Junagdrh State by a 


cious of cocaine si 9 and of highwaymen, &c. The writer in the Samsher 
works and rendering charit- States that the statements made in some newspapers 
able aid to the famine stric- that some 3 Sechagam suffering from the famine joined 

atu and plundered several villages of the 
or did not make any arrangements to take due notice of 
the band, are unfounded. This band, has not plundered any village. It only 
plundered one or two shops of provisions in a village. At first Prince Bahadur 
Khanji went in search of these highwaymen ; but the Nawab re-called him and 
sent on the same business Jamadar Sale Hindi, who cut off the heads of ten men 
belonging to the band and brought them to Jundgarh. . He is also said to have 
wounded Hatu with a shot, thus disabling him from following his nefarious work 
of plunder. The sepoys of the State are still in search of him to finish him off. 
The writer also states that the ryots and the Girdsids of the State are not dis- 
satisfied at all. He also gives a detailed description of the relief works opened. 
and the charitable help rendered by the Naw4b and some private persons to 
the famine-stricken people of that State. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 
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Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 4th June 1878. 
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Poh tics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 3rd June, in noticing the instructions issued to 
; the Famine Commission by the Government of India, 
_Disapproves of the instruc’ under instructions from the Secretary of State for 
cere oe oer raent ie India, observes, with regard to its recommendation, 
sion, not to consider the ques- that the Commission need not consider the question 
tion whether the ryotwéri whether the ryotwéri system is good or bad, &c., that 
land. septloment | exisring '; Since the land revenue system in the Madras Presi- 
ow ag Presidency is goo’ dency is the same as that existing in the Bombay 
ew Presidency, the condition of the two Presidencies is 
alike. Among the many causes which have contributed to the poverty of. the 
cultivating classes, the principal one is that revenue settlements are frequently 
made, and the land assessment is increased without making due allowances for 
the labor and capital spent by the ryots for the improvement of their holdings. 
It is very desirable that the Commission should make enquiries on this point. 
But the Government of India does not wish that it should be so. The reason 
of this appears to be that the authorities of this country are satisfied that this 
mode of land settlement, though vexatious to the ryots, is profitable to Gov- 
ernment. 


The Native Opinion (2) in a leader, headed, ‘‘The Pooree case,” in 
alluding to the case of the Raj4 of Pooree, who was 
Considers the sentence of convicted of causing grievous hurt. to a Gosdwi, who 
er - life foe subsequently died of those injuries, and who has been 
_ Oe halen cas over sentenced to transportation for life, observes that the 
severe, and praysthe Govern- Raéj4 was convicted and has been rightly punished. 
ment of Bengal to exercise But one must admit that, considering his youth and his 
the royal prerogative of hich position, the punishment of transportation is too 
mercy and reduce the sen- h th 1. ace 3 ‘ 
chy much. two or three years simple imprisonment 
would be a sufficient punishment, since he would feel 
highly mortified to be seen as a convict by the people who believed him. to be 
an incarnation of God, and the small punishment would give him an opportu- 
nity to reform his conduct, which the life imprisonment does not give. The 
Opinion hopes the Bengal Government will consider the age of the R4jé and 


his high ancestry, and exercise the royal prerogative of mercy and, at least, 


lessen the term of imprisonment. Most of the vernacular papers of Bengal ad- | 


mit that the R4aj4 has been justly convicted, but observe that the punishment 


inflicted on him is over severe. The Anglo-Indian papers consider both the 


conviction and the sentence as preps, and blame the vernacular papers for 
questioning the justness of the latter. The Opinion asks the Anglo-Indian 
papers whether or not in England itself due consideration is shown to the social 
position of a convict in passing a sentence upon him, and observes that if such 


consideration is shown, why should not the same be done in the case of the 
R4j4 of Pooree ? 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 30th May, but received 


on the 2nd June, signing himself.“ a traveller,” 

Asserts that the famine has asserts that the famine has not as yet completely 
6 na ag nape gem disappeared from this part of the country. He states 
=e that the condition of the ryots is the same as it was 


last year, though the present year is considered a 


year of plentifulness. The price of corn is as high as it was last year, but the 
number of beggars is a little less than it was then. The people of the Konkan 
and of other parts are begging from door to door. They are not collected in 
any single place, because no rich person has as yet opened an Annachhatra or 
place for the distribution of food in charity. The ryots of some places paid 
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| 
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the land assessment of two years which was in arrears. This might lead the 


Government to suppose that the disappearance of the famine has enabled these 


etodoit. But if great difficulty experienced 
y the ryots in na a the necessary money, and by the Government officers 
in obtaining it from them, it will see that they have paid it in submission to 
the orders of Government, and not on account of their ability to pay it. The 
present year is the same as the last as regards the price of food and difficult 


peor to do it. But if it properly considers the 


of obtaining it. In some villages the people suffer from a scarcity of food. © 


They maintain themselves on wild roots or the leaves of plants and trees. 
They fed for some time on the seed of the Wichké grass; and when it could 
not be had, on the seed of the grass known by the name of Barbady4. They 
then resorted to other kinds of wild herbs, &c. Now they have no such means 
at all, and go about in search of food. Cholera and fever have broken out 


among them, and many of them have fallen victims to these epidemics. | 


The rabi crop of this year yielded only one-fourth of its annual produce. 
Grass alone is plentiful, but there is a want of cattle to eat it. 


The Kiran (9) of the 2nd June, asks “ Will Government give its attention 


to our condition ?” And observes that though we 


Complains of the recent in- . Senge 
peti a che ‘Musleival: tase have fallen into a low condition, the burden of taxa 


of the ity of Poona. tion upon us is increasing. ‘The license-tax has 

been imposed to meet the famine expenses. An in- 
crease has been made in the duty levied on salt. It is rumoured that the 
stamp duties are also to be increased. While we are thus annoyed by several 
kinds of taxes, if a new tax is imposed upon us, who can say that Government 
has acted in the matter of taxation with due attention to the condition of the 
people. A few daysago a report appeared that the Municipality (of Poona) 
wanted to increase the Municipal taxes, and, thereupon, the newspapers deli- 
vered their opinion against this intention of the Corporation, and a public 
meeting of the inhabitants of Poona assembled and submitted a petition 
against it to the Commissioner. About three thousand persons were present 
at this meeting, and unanimously voted the submission of the petition. This 
shows that the people see that they will be considerably annoyed by the new 
Municipal taxes. But nothing is known as to whether the petition has been 
duly considered. Popular representation in the Corporation is the only cure 
for such complaints. ‘Tull that concession is made our rulers ought to pay due 
attention to our real condition. Until this is done, the gagging of the press, 
the appointment of the Municipal Commissioners, and evening parties will not 
create a feeling of affection between the rulers and the ruled. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 2nd June, ina leader, approves of the rules 
passed by General Koffmaun for abolishing the trade 

Cortes of Pa cadohe ye "y, carvied on in Turkistan by Hindu merchants. After 
— for the destruction of giving the substance of these rules, the Arunodaya 
the trade carried on by Hin. observes that they will appear strange to several peo- 
dus in Turkistan, and recom- ple, and will displease the Hindus particularly, as 
ee eps, pe wd _the they will inflict considerable loss on them. Bat a 
oe OE ONELLEE IIE Vieral view of this resolution of-the Russian Governor 
General of Turkistan will show them that it will considerably benefit the peo- 
ple of that country; it will prevent the wealth of Turkistan from going out of 
that country and impoverishing it. We know how the Mérwéris have reduced 
to poverty our agricultural ryots; and if some Hindus have acted in the same 
way towards the people of Turkistan, it is not wrong in General Koffmann to 
om the above rules, which deserve to be adopted by the rulers of every civil- 


ized country. These sentiments of the Arwnodaya are opposed to the opinions. 


on the same subject expressed by some other vernacular newspapers which 


condemn these rules in toto. 
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The same in alluding to the new loan of two and a half kror of rupees at 
noe 44 per cent. interest which the Government of India 
_Disapproves of the raising wants to raise in India ; observes that it does not 
raid bre ai Per cent. know why Government wants to incur # new debt 
of India. | . ‘when it has increased the duty on salt and has im- 
posed a new tax. It is bad in principle frequently 

to incur new debts and increase the burden of the public debt of a country. 


The same observes with regard to the enquiry going on before Mr. Lely 
into the case of the two native Editors and four other 
Highly approves of the persons of Surat, that the news regarding this case 


proceedings of Mr. Lely in received last week seemed to show that the Magis- 


the case of the two Native : ee a ) 
Wlitors and others of Surat rte was somewhat prejudiced against the accused. 


who are accused of inciting But the news received this week proves, on the 
the recent riot in that town. | contrary, that Mr. Lely entertains no such prejudice ; 

that he is straight-forward and impartial, and only 
wishes that justice should be done in this case. He gave willingly all the help 
which the Pleader for the defence asked from him with a view to prove 
that the case was got up by the police. The Pleader prayed the Magistrate 
to send for a certain witness and take his evidence at once, as the same would 
prove the falsity of the evidence given by the witness who was being 
examined by the Court. Mr. Lely not only granted the permission, but made 
arrangements that the witness sent for should not be tampered with. Such 
ready help proves that. none need entertain a doubt of the accused receiving 
any thing but justice at the hands of Mr. Lely. Some time ago he gave his 
opinion in condemnation of the vernacular press, and hence a discussion arose 
in the Bombay papers as to his fitness to try the case of the two Editors of Surat. 
But his mode of conducting the proceedings is so straight-forward and appro- 


priate, that it is believed the accused themselves will not take any kind of 
objection to it. | 


The Jagan Mitra (18) of the 3rd June, enumerates certain public works 
ineeuste 5 few. iaperve. 8° OF DOO the town of Ratndgiri, and requests the 
ments for the benefit of the Collector to improve those works as suggested by it. 
people of Ratndgiri, and re- It says that there isa bridge to the river at Parwatna. 
quests the Collector to adopt This bridge was, it appears from its arches, at a good 
inca aanccam height above the bed of the river; but of late sand 
has collected by the side of this bridge, and the height of this heap of sand is 
nearly the same as that of the bridge. Hence by a little rising of the river the 
bridge is washed over and travellers are detained from crossing it. Accidents 
also occur almost every year. Near this bridge is a tank which was cleaned 
four years ago, and then it contained a good supply of water. Since then no 
repairs have been made, and, consequently, it is falling into its former bad 
condition. In Nowlddewi’s tank there are good springs of water, but there is 


not sufficient room in it for holding a good store. If this tank is deepened, it’ 


will contain a good supply and prove of great service to the people. Near the 
town of Ratndgiri there is the stream of Fansi, which can contain a good supply 
of water if adam is thrown across the river here. The Mitra requests the 
popular Collector of Ratndgiri to have the above-mentioned improvements 
made for the benefit of the public. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 2nd June, states that great distress prevails in 

the Sholdpur district, and prays Government to open 

States that great distress - some relief-works to alleviate the distress. After giv- 
a 2 os «uma aabtras' ing a brief description of the mgor ofthe last year’s 
/to open rehief’works to alle. famine, the Kalpataru observes that this year the 
viate the miseries of the dis. ryots found a little relief by the grace of God, but 
treased ryots. e Government issued an order to recover the two 
years’ land assessment, The Collector commenced 
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the recovery with rigor through Mémledérs and others. To meet this demand 
_ of the State some ryots who had been able to save from the famine some petty 
articles, had to sell them off. But a large number of the ryots even after 
resorting to this last ca could not pay the demand for the two years’ 
assessment. This has left nothing to the ryots to feed upon. Moreover, there 

are no relief-works to which they can go and earn a livelihood, nor can they 
get any charity. One need not go very far to see the real condition of these 
 yyots. A day’s residence in the town of Sholépur will suffice. At every door 
in every lane of this town five or more beggars are to be seen piteously beg- 
ging for charity. If rain does not come soon, the distress of these unfortunate 


beings 


will be indescribable. In conclusion, the Kalpataru prays the merciful 


- Government to open some relief-works for these suffering ryots.. 


The same, in another leader, after stating that the dealers and carriers of 


States that the attachment 
of the account books of the 
grain-dealers of Sholapur by 
the Railway Frauds’ Commis- 
sion has spread a panic among 
those dealers, who do not 
bring any more grain supplies 
from outside, and consequent- 
ly corn is sold very dear in 
that town. | 


rain of Sholépur, who in the last year’s famine made 
eo illicit gains, are-deservedly standing for en- 

uiry into their crimes before the authorities, and 
that it will not be the least sorry if they get their 
deserved punishment; observes that there is not 
a sufficient sup py of grain in the market of Sholapur, 
and, consequently, that prices have gone so high that 
only about five shers of jowdri can be had for a 
rupee. Notwithstanding such high prices the grain- 


dealers of Shol4pur who showed such enterprising spirit in the last famine, do 


not bring any grain from other parts of the country. 


The cause of this un- 


natural state of things is that the Railway Frauds’ Commission has spread a 
great panic among them. It has not returned to their respective owners the 
- mercantile account books which it took away at the commencement of the 
enquiry. ‘This proceeding of the Commission has created a great confusion in 
the trade in grain, and none of the dealers get any corn from outside. Under 
these circumstances there is a chance of relief in an early fall of rain only. 
If the Almighty does not send it soon, the people will have to experience more 
distress than what they suffered last year. 


- The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 7th June, in a leader, headed, “A re- 


Considers the practice of 
some Mofussil istrates 
alluded to by Mr. Jones, the 
Commissioner of Berar, of 
inflicting smaller punish. 
ments than are deserved by 
the convicted persons, as 
prejudicial to the interests of 
the latter, and prays the 
Supreme Government to 


adopt measures to cure the 
evil. | 


regard to the term of 
surprized to find that a large number of convicts were sentenced to short periods 
of imprisonment; and, on enquiry, he found that the cause of this was that 
most of the Magistrates for fear of the sentences passed by them being lessened 
on appeal, passed sentences which did not come within the appealable period. 
The Mofussil Magistrates are empowered to inflict long terms of imprisonment ; 
but if they pass a sentence of alonger duration than three years, their decisions 


are open to — and liable to a review by the Commissioners. A 


must natural 


punishment inflicte 


markable circumstance in the matter of punishment 
inflicted upon persons convicted of crimes in the 
mofussil,” states that Mr. Jones, the present Commis- 
sioner of Berar, was appointed to decide what con- 
victs should be set at liberty on the day of the assump- 
tion of the Imperial Title by Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen, and to make arrangements for the 
release of the convicts whom it. would be decided to 
release. He has made a report on the manner in 
which he discharged this duty, and in that report he 
has brought to igh a remarkable circumstance in 

upon convicts. He says he was 


Magistrate 


y dislike to see a large number of his decisions altered in appeal, 


and an impression made on the mind of his superior authority questioning his 
abilities on account of such alteration of sentences oes by him. To escape 
falling into such an undesirable condition, several Magistrates pass sentences 
of less than three years’ duration. Some persons might think that the fear 
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entertained by the Magistrates mentioned above must prove favorable to con- 
-victs, since they escape from heavy punishments. But it acts more to their 
injury than to their benefit. Decisions in appeal not only lessen or increase the 
sentences passed upon convicts, but they also frequently declare the convicts not 
guilty and liberate them from the punishment. And hence the closing of the 
way to an appeal must prejudicially affect their interests. If Mr. Jones has 
made no mistake in explaining the cause of the evil, the Supreme Government 
ought to take up this matter and do what is necessary. ‘To cure this evil he 

gests that the higher authorities should interfere as little as possible in the 
decisions passed by Magistrates. But this suggestion does not appear to the 
Samachar to be the true remedy. It makes a suggestion of its own, and re- 
commends that measures should be taken to compel the Magistrates to pass 


upon convicts, without the least fear of any kind, the sentences which they 
deserve for their respective crimes. ; 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 2nd June, in a leader, headed, “‘ The panic 
peer me ee at Surat—The trial at Bulsar,” observes that this 
Rican ge voll the panic has not yet lessened. It is to be regretted, 
authorities of Surat has given Yrepeatsonce more the Rdst Goftdr, that the authorities 
birth to the panic prevailing of Surat have given cause for the existence of this 
in that town which has not panic. Such dissatisfaction as now prevails among 
ee r. the Surtis, never prevailed before among those loyal 
subjects. During the enquiry at Bulsar before Mr. Lely into the charges 
brought against the two Native Editors of Surat and others, Mr. Kaéla4bh4i, the 
Wakil for the prosecution, observed that the people of Surat were on one side 
and the Government on the other. The Rdst Goftdér contradicts this assertion ; 
and observes that it is true that the Surtis are dissatisfied ; but they are not 
dissatisfied with Government. They are dissatisfied with the authorities of 
Surat, and expect redress from Government. More instances of the harshness 
exercised by the Surat authorities are seen at the enquiry going on at Bulsar. 
Fortunately, the enquiry is going on before such a patient officer as Mr. Lely, 
and there are hopes of the accused getting justice from him. Though they are 
leading citizens of Surat, they were taken to Bulsar after putting hand-cuffs on 
them. Mr. Lely has ordered that these hand-cuffs should not be put on any 
more. This proves that this Officer had not ordered the use of these hand-cufis, 
and the police has causelessly exercised harshness on the accused. The rest of 
the article gives some account of the enquiry going on at Bulsar. 


The Samsher Bahadur (50) of the 29th May, but received on the 2nd 


ee June, has a long article on the new Vernacular Press 
new Vernacular Press Act, “ct of the Government of India, expressing its disap- 
proval of the new law. The article, however, con- 

tains no remark or argument which has not appeared in other vernacular news- 


papers, and has not been noticed more fully in the summaries of previous 
weeks, 


The Broach Wartamdn (54) of the 8rd June, complains that notwithstand- 
: ing the notification issued by the Superintendent of 
Requests the authorities of Police of Broach, prohibiting the cartmen of that 


Broach to prohibit strictly ; : «5 
‘his Genalty: shavalead bey the town from overloading their carts and practising 


Négori cartmen of that town Cruelty on the bullocks yoked to them, the Nagori 
on the bullocks yoked to cartmen load their carts with heavier burdens than 
their carts. before, and beat their bullocks mercilessly, The au- 

thorities of Broach are requested strictly to prohibit 
the cruelty exercised upon these dumb animals. — 


The Késide Mumbai (58) of the 31st May, but received on the 2nd June, 


Believes that the two Edi- 299 ° : oy Bee 
tors, a Wakil. and three other Ur@t, observes that it can state positively that the 


sl 
persons of Surat who are recent riot in that town was created by the low people 
charged with having incited of it, and the six respectable persons (charges against 


in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The misfortune of the city of 
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the recent riot in that town, whom are being enquired into by Mr. Lely), have to 
hie of this crime, suffer the troubles resulting from that calamity. The 

pe | Kasid cannot believe that these six persons were im- 
‘plicated in the riot, and it hopes the result of the enquiry into their case will 
prove its belief correct. It is against reason that such respectable and intelli- 


ent persons would incite the people to make a riot against Government. Not- 
withstanding this, if Government (the Court) decides that they were implicated 
in that riot, would any body tell what Government has done in the matter of the 
military sepoys who killed some people and seriously wounded some others. It 
is very shameful that an attempt should be made under the British Govern- 
ment. to practise openly such Gdekwddi (tyranny). The Kédsid mentions a 
rumour prevailing in Surat,,that_ some policemen try to extort money from 
innocent persons, and very often succeed. If this rumour represents a fact, the 
Police authorities ought to be careful to prevent such conduct on the part of 
the Police. The Kasid also says that the accounts about Surat since the riot 
which have appeared in the Rdst Goftdr are founded on truth. It also supports 
the statement said to have been made in the Bombay Gazette that in Surat 


false witnesses can be had for a rupee and a quarter each. 


The Nydya Prakash (60) of the 3rd June, makes the following observations 
| in regard to the new Vernacular Press Act of the 
a moe hers se ge Government of India. It states that the Honorable 
and B. of Section 3 of Act Mr. T.C. Hope has observed in one place, that in 
IX. of 1878,or the Vernacular China the will of the Emperor is the law of the coun- 
Press Act, are not defined, try. However, the public press of China is without 
and prays His Excellency the anv restraint from Government. The law of China 
Viceroy to remove this de- ) d Ot th h i ae 
Ai dics tak law: ays down that the person who creates disaffection 
against the State or corrupts the public morals 
through the press shall be beheaded. In one way the press of China enjoys 
liberty ; but in another way it is placed in a great difficulty. For, it remains 
with the Emperor and his officers to decide what is to be considered as creating 
disaffection or corrupting public morality. Several authors have been be- 
headed for writing against certain customs of the country. For these reasons, 
new thoughts are not published in China. After mentioning the above obser- 
vations of the Honorable Gentleman, the Nydya Prakash quotes Clauses A. and 
B. of Section 3 of Act IX. of 1878, and observes that, asin the Chinese law, the 
words disaffection to the Government established by law in British India, are 
not defined, and it is left in the hands of the authorities to give an interpreta- 
tion to them. In‘the same way the matter about Government servants in 
Clause B, is left undefined, and it remains for the authorities to give an inter- 
pretation to it. ‘These clauses ought, therefore, to be made clear by giving 


illustrations as is done in the Indian Penal Code. Until this is done the Ver-- 


nacular Press Act will remain under the same stigma as is thrown upon the 
Chinese law. In conclusion, the Nydéya Prakdsh hopes His Excellency Lord 
Lytton, who so highly appreciates the liberty of the press, will give his due 
attention to this matter. 


Despatch of the Government of India for the reduction of Armies of Native States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 3rd June, opens with a leader, headed, “ The 

~ : - Armies of Native Princes,” expressing disapproval 

inti amceione on the Reso- of the Resolution of the Government of India, pointing 

e Government of Sg eee : : 

India for reducing the armies OUt the desirability of reducing the armies of the 

of Native Princes. Native Princes. The Jndu Prakdsh observes that the 

; British Government often calls the Native Chiefs and 

Princes the pillars of the Indian Empire, and the Governors of Presidencies, 

the Governor General and the Political Agents whenever they have occasion 

to speak of these Princes, call them very loyal as they actually are. There 
| 4n P 8—6 ‘ | 
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can be no doubt about their great loyalty. They know well that their very 
existence depends upon the good-will of the officers of the British Government, 
and bearing this in mind they act loyally. They treated sumptuously their 
Royal Highnesses the Duke of -Edinborough and the Prince of Wales. Their 
hospitality to the latter Prince was so great that His Royal Highness and His 
August Companions said more than once that it showed their great loyalty to 

the British Crown. Both Lord Northbrook and Lord Lytton have not less 
experience of the loyalty of these Princes. Notwithstanding this, why the 
British Government looks upon these powerless Princes with suspicion cannot. 
be understood. We think that the Government does not feel assured of their 
loyalty, and thinks that their armies might shake the foundations of the British 
Empire. We cannot help observing that it is a misfortune of these Princes 
that it should be so. The Jndu Prakdésh then gives the substance of the Resolu- 
tion, and makes a few remarks upon it. It is true, observes the Indu Prakash, 
that the responsibility of protecting the country and the Native Princes, who 


are subordinate to it, lies on the British Government. Yet, there is no doubt 


these Princes must feel that, though they are now dependents of the British 
Government, their ancestors were at one time independent and were called 
‘‘Rajas” ; and that, therefore, so long as they do no harm to the British rule, 
they should be allowed to act without restraint for their own splendour andy 
happiness. We do not understand what danger the British Government can 
perceive in their thinking so. Some Europeans say that these Princes cause- 
lessly maintain large armies and waste upon them large portions of .their 
revenues. This is also true. But the blame of spending upon their armies 
large sums without good reason lies upon them, as much as it lies upon the 


British Government in regard. to the expenses of its own army. Even the 


Government of India admits that the military expenses of this country have 
considerably increased. When this is the case, it seems strange that the British 
Government instead of setting.an example of economy to the Native Princes 
by its own conduct, resolves upon reducing their armies. The Indu Prakdsh 
has more than once observed that the armies of most of the Native Princes are 
worthless, and there is no probability of the British Government receiving any 
harm from them. And it may be mentioned again that, so long as the British 
Government does not swerve from its honesty, greatness and good name, the 
Native Princes will not incur the ignominy (of disloyalty). . In conclusion, the 
Indu Prakash hopes Government will not follow the advice which some crafty 
and short sighted Europeans give, and will do no injury to the Native Princes. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 2nd June, gives in brief the substance of the 
recent Resolution of the Government of India, passed 
. Considers the recent Reso. with the sanction of the Secretary of State, point- 
ution of the Government of . : 
India ordering a reduction in 0g out the necessity of reducing the number of 
the armies of the Native troops maintained in the Native States of this coun- 
States, &c., as impolitic, and try, and calling upon the subordinate Governments 
Pa Aap eon to recom to give effect to the instructions conveyed in that 
Ls. document, and observes that the Government states 
that the reason for passing the above Resolution is, that several Native Princes 
frequently apply for permission to use improved arms, &c. But to the Arwno- 
daya this reason does not appear sufficient. It observes that the small armies 


of the few Native Princes have proved for some time past an eye-sore to some. 


Europeans, who observed that the existence of these troops was dangerous to 


the British rule, and that, therefore, they should be abolished. It was believed 


that Government would pay no attention to the statements and recommenda- 
tions of these distrustful Europeans, But it seems that these statements have 
given birth to the above Resolution. However, it is not good that Government 
should entertain such small sentiments. Up to the day of the Imperial Assem- 
blage at Delhi, the Nizam and several other Native Princes’ called themselves 
independent rulers, and there were treaties to that effect between the British 
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Government and several of those Princes; but that day assigned to them the 
position of vassals. But the above Resolution is likely to lead the people 
to suppose that, yi the British Government calls the Nizam and other 
Princes its trusty and dear friends, it shows distrust of them. Government 
may have passed this Resolution with good motives, and it may lead to good 
results hereafter. There is a probability of the Native Princes not considering 
this Resolution as a sign of distrust of them by the British Government ; but 
the people are likely to take it as an indication of an absence of a friendly 


feeling between the British Government and the Native Princes. Again, it 1s 


likely to lead to a reduction in the reverence felt by the people for these 
Princes, They will say that in order to declare that the proprietary right in 
lands occupied by private buildings belongs to Government, it to bring 
the draft of a law before the Legislative Council; but to require the Native 
Princes to reduce their troops at once, an order from the Viceroy was enough. 
It is prejudicial to the interests of India and of the British Government that 
the people should think in this manner. There is no hope of the Princes 
taking an objection to bringing this Resolution into force; nor ought they to 


raise any. owever, Government of itself should re-consider and cancel the 


Resolution. 


The Kashta Wildsimi (28) of the 4th June, gives as follows the substance of 
the Despatch of the Government of India, pointing out 
Observations on the Des- the necessity of reducing the armies of Native States, 
sepia Te Pak ar of and makes a few remarks upon it. The Despatch 
of the armios of Native States. Tequires, says the Wildsimi, that none of the Native 
Princes should maintain an army larger than that 
agreed upon ; that the war instruments should not be sharp, and rifles should 
not be used; that a Native Prince wishing to keep a larger army than he ought 
to keep, should make it over to the British Government for service ; that the 
entire responsibility of protecting the Native States on every occasion of danger 
lies upon the British Government ; that an army cannot be well prepared without 
the superintendence of Englishmen; that local Governments and Political 
officers should report upon these armies from time to time; that English 
officers should examine these armies, &c. A Despatch of such purport has 
been received by the Government of India, and measures are being taken to 
give effect to its contents. After giving the above substance, the Wildsini 
observes in its usual involved and incoherent style, that in the critical times of 
1857 the subjects of the British Government were deprived of their arms; but 
the Native Princes were allowed to keep a few arms, and, therefore, the above- 
mentioned measures are now taken. It need not be said that since the people 
have been deprived of their arms, the responsibility of protecting them lies 
upon the British Government. But the number of dacoities, murders, and 
deaths from animals of prey has been large during the last twenty years. The 
reasons for allowing the people to possess arms have been several times publish- 
éd, but no one has paid any attention to them. A decision with regard to the 
above Despatch can be easily arrived at when the number of the calamities 
which have occurred is ascertained. It is inexplicable why the above Resolu- 
tion is passed when the Native Princes are highly devoted and loyal to the 
British Government, when they were ready to render help to the Government 
in 1857 as well as in its present difficulties, and when they deserved enoourage 
ment by supplying them with sharp arms and other war supplies. The 
above-mentioned Resolution must have been passed in accordance with reasons 
of State policy; else, how can it called justice to cause any body’s loss for 
nothing, or to make an honest mind deceitful, If it is desired to maintain so 
large and no larger a Mardtha army, it is better to decide that in place of the 
armies in Native States, European troops should be employed under proper 
management. This will remove the necessity of all discussion about the arms 
to be used and the limit of the armies to be maintained in Native States. 
oN P8—6 | 
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‘The Satya Mitra (56) of the 2nd June, in alluding to the recent Resolution 
of the Government of India to cause a reduction to be 
Is glad that the armies of made in the armies kept by the Native Chiefs and 


Native States have attracted : 3 } mace hea es tea 
the attention of the British Princes, expresses pleasure at seeing that these armies 


have attracted the notice of the Government, but is con- 
mt, but does not : 4 
aprons of the alleged pro- cerned to find that the reduction is to be made at 
posal of the authorities to once. A short time ago, observes the Mitra, when the 
effect at once @ great redue- fear of a war breaking out between England and 
tion in the number of these Base! ° ‘ oe 
troops. | ussia arose for the first time, it showed, ter giving 
; the number of troops in the service of the Native 
States, that the Native Princes could in a war between them and the British 
Government (which God forbid) bring out ‘about ten lakhs of soldiers. But 
they have no improved arms of the present day, nor have they the ability to 
obtain or manufacture them, and hence no fear need be entertained by the 
British Government from these troops. However, these troops have attracted 
the attention of the wise Indian authorities, who wish to mabe some kind of 
arrangement in regard to them, and for this the Mitra is glad. But the arrange- 
ment mentioned above among other things proposes to effect a large reduc- 
tion in the number of these troops, allowing the Native Princes to retain in 
their service as many only as may be unavoidably required by them for the 
necessities of their respective States. If a reduction is made to the full extent 
proposed, there are fears of other evils arising therefrom, There must be more 
than six lakhs of armed soldiers among all the Native States together; and if 
the British Government orders that four lakhs of them be discharged from 
service, such a large number will be thrown out of employment as will not be 
able to maintain themselves and their families. Under such circumstances 
arrangements will, it is hoped, be made by the British Government for their 
maintenance. If nothing is done in this matter, these disbanded soldiers will 
very likely set to work to commit plunder and robberies in the surround- 
ing countries, The better course is to allow the Native Princes to continue 
to keep in their service as many troops as they have already, and to make a 
very large reduction in the number of the arms, guns and ammunitions possess- 
ed by them. wind 


The Kdside Mumbat (58) of the 31st May, but received on the 2nd June, 
Aearuven, of the Resolution ela of the recent Resolution of the Government 
of the Goyernment of India Of India, pointing out that there is no necessity for 
to reduce the numbers of the the maintenance of. large numbers of disciplined 
— re service of the troops by Native Chiefs and Princes, and showing the 
Mere ome ee eee, diairabi ity of reducing their number to a certain 
extent for the good of Native States themselves, The Native Chiefs and Princes 
together possess a large army of three lacs and twor thousand men, and five 
thousand and three hundred pieces of artillery, For their maintenance the 
subjects of these States are heavily taxed. The British Government has posted 
its army on all sides for the due protection of the country, and the Native Chiefs 
and Princes do homage to that Government as their paramount power, and act 
loyally towards it. Such being the case, the duty of saving the Native States 
from useless expenses falls upon that Government, which, without any bad in- 
tentions or political motives, and simply for the good of the Native States, has 
passed the above-mentioned Resolution to reduce these armies. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 29th May, but received 


on the 2nd June, makes a few suggestions in regard 
Makes a few suggestions to giving the alarm and providing a supp of water 


for giving alarm and provid- on yccasions of street fires in the town of Satara. He 
ing water on occasions of 


treet ta thie says that there is a sufficient supply of water until 
rg si acta the rains, but a great delay occurs fa getting @ supply 
i from the aqueduct on occasions of fires; and hence 
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station. The Municipality used to 


12 ; 
it would be well were duplicate keys of stores of water kept at every police 
€ 


eep in every Peth of the town a few casks 


filled with water. This good practice seems to have been given up. It should, 
however, be resumed at once. Each house-holder should also be compelled to 
keep a few earthen pots at liis door filled with water. A bugle or some other 
wind instrument should be provided for giving alarm on occasions of fires. 


The Hitechchhu (41) 


Complains of the great 
prevalence of highway rob- 
beries in the Kadi Prant of 
the Gaekwadi State, and prays 
Sir T. Madhawraw to adopt 
strong measures to put down 
the evil. : 


Native States. 


of Ahmedabad of the 30th May, but received on the 
srd June, complains that mounted highwaymen still 

lunder travellers in the Kadi Prdnt of the Gdéekwadi 

tate, and severely censures the police of that PrAnt 
for this state of shinies In support of its complaint 
it states that the marriage procession of a Kunbi was 
passing*by the small well named Kaséri, near Wisna- 
gar, when some robbers attacked it. The bride- 


x . 
4 ee 


groom opposed them, but they wounded him with a sword and plundered the 
persons in the procession. It is said also that a few days ago some robbers 
plundered a company of Bunids between the villages of Ranuj and Manund, 
and carried away property worth about Rs. 500. The same day they plun- 
dered the marriage party of a Kunbi of the village of Soldwi, and carried away 
property of the value of about Rs. 1,300. The Hitechchhu then observes 


that for the last three years the robbers have been annoying the people, and 


have spread great terror among travellers. Unless strong measures are taken 
to put them down, they are likely to become more bold, as will be seen from 
the following incident. Mr. Nasarwdnji, the Foujdér of Kalol, apprehended 
two Kolis on a charge of robbery in the village of Adarja, in Taluka Kadi, and 
after placing them under the guard of a sepoy in the village Chowdi, went 
himself to make a search in the village. The two prisoners tried to strangle 
the sepoy on guard, but the latter becoming aware in time of their evil design, 
killed one of them and wounded the other. Upon hearing of this occurrence 
six hundred men came armed resolved to kill the Foujdér, who, however, 
escaped death by the bravery of the women of the Matadar’s family. It is also 
said that in the village of Adraj some Kolis wounded with swords two Gédek- 


wédi horsemen and the Thdnedar. ‘T'wo Rajputs were wounded with gunshots 


by some robbers within the confines of the village of Ranuj on the 27th 
instant. In conclusion, the Hitechchhu requests Sir T. Mdadhawrdw to adopt 
strong measures to put down these highwaymen at once. 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘‘ Prohibition in regard to opium,” 


states that hitherto the opium plant was freely culti- 
States that the. prohibition 


against the cultivation and 
trade in opium in the Mahi 
Kanta, has inflicted a loss on 
the cultivators, traders and 
talukdars, and observes that 
the notification of Govern- 
ment on the subject does not 

say that compensation will 
_ be given to the losers. 


A pent of Mahi Kénta, has, under orders from Government, issued under date the | 


vated in the Natives States of this Presidency, and 
the drug prepared from it was, when brought within 
the British territory, taxed by the British Govern- 
ment. Of late the cultivation of the opium plant is 
prohibited in the Gdekwadi territory, except in 
certain parts of the Kadi Prant of that State under 
certain conditions. When this drug was freely culti- 


vated in Guzerat, the great opium mart of this Pro- . 


vince was Méhi Kénta. Major Waller, the Political 


15th instant, Notification No. 872, which states among other things, that the 
cultivation of the opium plant is prohibited; that any person holding a stock 
of opium in his hands should sell it off before September next ; that ifany one 
_ could not get rid of it before the end of that period, he should make over on 

the 1st October following, the stock in his possession to the Talukddér or other 


authority, under whose jurisdiction he lives; that the Government will buy 
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“the drug so made over after fixing its price; and that no opium is to be im- 
ported into the Mahi Kénta from Mewar, Marwar or any other place. The 
Hitechchhu observes that whatever may be the object of Government in issuing 


this prohibition, it has inflicted a loss on the cultivators and merchants. The > 


trade in this article led to transactions in it to the value of about Rupees twenty 
lacks in the fair at S4ml4ji, and its cultivation brought an income to the Talukdars 
in whose talukas it was cultivated. These people have lost their income 
from this source. But it does not appear from the notification that Govern- 
ment will pay compensation to the losers. | ak 


A correspondent of the same makes a few hg 0p against the adminis- 


tration of the Amreli Mahal of the Gdaekwadi State. 

A few complaints about He states, Istly, that the trade of this Mahal has al- 
eet ee a Gi, together broken down chiefly owing to the heavy 
it fin customs or transit duties. The merchants have not 
failed to make a sufficiently loud complaint on this sub- 

ject, but it has not been attended to. Such a great Officer as Major Mayne, Assist- 
ant Resident, also is of gpinion that these duties required to be reduced. 2ndly, 
the Patels of the villages of this Mahal are hereditary village officers, whose 
hereditary service grants have been withheld for the last eight years. They 
have been long making a complaint on this subject, but the same is not yet 
disposed of. The Patels, however, are made to perform their duties. 3rdly, 
several kinds of fees are levied besides the waje-tax on land. All these imposts 
with great difficulty leave half the produce of the land to the cultivator in good 
ears. In bad years no reduction is made in these imposts. In years of com- 
plete failure of the crops the waje-tax is remitted, but the fees are levied. 
This system has inflicted great loss on the ryots during the last three years. 
In several places the crops have failed altogether, still this tax has been levied. 


The cultivators paid it by mortgaging their carts and agricultural implements 
with the Sowkars. | 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Assistant Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 11th June 1878. 
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-are printed in italics, 


Newspaper in the list at the 


Politics and the Public Administration. ) 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th June, in acknowledging, with thanks, the 


Makes an allusion to the 
vagueness of the new Verna- 
cular Press Act of the Gov- 
ernment of India and to the 
difficulty experienced by the 
Editors of vernacular papers 
in steering clear of it. 


receipt of a letter from the Chief Secretary to Gov- 
ernment, accompanied by a copy of the Marathi trans- 
lation of the new Vernacular Press Act of the Govern- 


ment of India, observes that most of the Editors of © 
the vernacular papers know their own responsibility 


and have been acting accordingly. Notwithstanding 


this, the Government has passed the gagging Act. 


Had Government exercised a little more consideration in framing this law, the 
Editors would have been able to decide how to act so as not to get into its 
clutches. -But the wording and form of it are 80 vague that notwithstanding 
all the caution taken by an Editor, the Government Officers will not find any 
difficulty in putting him down if they have a mind‘to do so. . The Indu Pra- 
_ kash hopes this law will ever remain a dead letter as regards this Presidency. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Pdchoré under date the 5th 


Asks the police to make 
strict enquiries about the 
guicide said to have been com- 
mitted by the wife of one 
Nanda, a resident of Pachora. 


instant, states that the wife of a person named Nand4 
was found dead in a well, and the post mortem jury 
gave as their verdict that she committed suicide. But 
the well in which she was found did not contain more 
water than would reach a person’s knee. Moreover, 
people say that the deceased’s husband and mother- 


in-law exercised much oppression and tyranny over her, and in the early part of 
the night on which she committed suicide, her husband beat and banged her. 
If the police makes strict enquiries into this matter, the truth will come out and 
the culprit will be punished. But Nand is a man of some means, and hence it 
is not likely to occur, observes the writer. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 9th June, in giving some account. of the 


Compares the conduct of 
the authorities in England 
towards the mill-operatives 
of Lancashire who committed 
serious riots, with that of the 
authorities of Surat towards 
the Surat rioters, and com- 
plains that nothing is known 
of the labors of the Commis- 
sion appointed by the Bom- 
bay Government to enquire 
about the firing upon th 
Surat rioters. “ 


strike made and the riots committed by the operatives 
in the cotton mills of certain towns in Lancashire, ob- 
serves that one thing in connection with these riots is 
more striking than the rest. Though these people 
committed riots, pulled down and burnt houses and 
manufactories, and committed assaults on the princi- 
oe officers and the police of those places, nothing is 

eard of the authorities having fired uponthem. And 
even if these officers had thought of using muskets, 
they would have had to obtain the previous sanction 
of the higher authorities to do so. Had the rioters 
been fired upon, as was done at Surat, a great com- 


plaint would have been raised by all classes of the people from Her Majesty 
the Queen downwards, a Commission would have been appointed to enquire 
into the matter, and the persons who fired upon the mob would have been 
punished. It is true that Government appointed a Commission to enquire into 
the matter of the firing upon the rioters of Surat. But the persons composing 
this Commission were Military officers, and it is said that they have made a 
report to Government upon the subject. But the public knows nothing about 
it nor does it appear that they will know soon. On the whole, observes the 
Opinion, there 1s a vast difference between England and India. ue 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 10th June, in a leader, headed, ‘“ The 


Notices the information 
ublished by the Deccan and 
handesh Relief Fund Com- 
mittee about the present con- 


present condition of the famine-stricken districts,’ 
observes that at the beginning of the current year 
Sir Richard Temple published a Minute asserting that 


the famine in the Bombay Presidency no longer con-— | 
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dition of the xyots of the tinued. On the strength of this assertion the Govern- 


Sho ur and ree , bod o TS a ‘ ° 
se typaann that condition ment stopped the relief-works, and under the impression 


to be very wretched, and thatthe ryots were now doing well, the land assess- 


prays Government to ascer- ment for the famine > ha remaining unrecovered was 
tain the truth in this matter ordered to be levied. The information to be found 
and place it before the public. in the Government papers hitherto published in regard 
to the famine-stricken districts, is so very scanty that it does not assist one in 
forming an idea of the present condition of those districts or rather of their 


yots. However, the detailed information about the famine-stricken people of | 


e Sholdpur and Kalddgi Zillas recently published by the Deccan and Khan- 


desh Relief Fund Committee, if it be reliable, shows that the present condition of 


those people is sad and frightful. The Dnydn Prakdsh then gives long extracts 
from the information published. by this Committee, observing that it cannot 
take upon itself the responsibility of asserting that this information is correct, 
and appeals to Government to test its correctness and lay before the public the 
real condition of those districts, since the inference deducible from the informa- 
tion given by the Agent of that Committee runs counter to the one which can 
be drawn from that published by Government. Sir Richard achieved great 
success in mitigating the distress of the Bengal famine, and consequently His 
Excellency was sent as a delegate to arrange for relief measures for the Madras 
and Bombay famines. In making arrangements for these famines, though 
His Excellency committed some great mistakes, yet he did the work with great 
solicitude and intelligence. Ifthe information published by the Deccan and 
Khandesh Relief Fund Committee is accepted to be true, it passes a censure on 
the famine arrangements of Governments. It is the more necessary, therefore, 
that Government should collect information about the present condition of the 
famine-stricken districts and place it before the public. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 10th June, after gratefully alluding to the great 


wise Denbey Peeitines the districts of this Presidency visited by the famine 


of the permanent land settle. the year before last, and to the Commission appointed 
ment as one of the means for to suggest measures for mitigating or averting such 
mitigating the sap Ta aris- calamities in future, observes that the Government 
PECL NONE OE: ead Bene very well in resolving to construct new irri- 
gational works, as the same will contribute to some extent to increase the cul- 
tivation of lands. There+is, however, another means which also requires to be 
adopted for the increase of produce which alone can avert or mitigate the 
miseries of starvation. For the due encouragement of the improvement of the 
cultivation a permanent land settlement such as exists in the Bengal Presi- 
dency is the only panacea, and it should be introduced into this Presidency in 
lace of the thirty years’ land settlement. After pointing out the evils arising 
rom short or long periodical land settlements, and alluding to the report of 
Colonel Baird on the Bengal famine, which advocates the introduction of the 
permanent land settlement, in support of its own recommendation, the Suryodaya 
asks the Famine Commission to read that document and other similar famine 
reports before commencing its work. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 5th June, but received on the 9th, has a 


long leader on the new Vernacular Press Act of the 
_Animadversions on the new 


Vetnaedine Pan aut st th, Government of India, expressing its disapproval of the 
Gavcsient at Tada. new law. The article, however, contains no remark 


—= 


or argument which has not appeared in other verna-. 


cular newspapers, and has not been noticed more fully in some of the summaries 
of the previous weeks. es 


The Kiran (9) of the 9th June, discusses the question, have the qualifica- 
tions of the Hindus to govern their own. country les- 
Contests that the people of sened, or have they been led into the belief that they 


India possess the necessary have lessened in consequence of the country going 
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qualifications for taking a ‘ynder a foreign rule? And arrives at the conclusion 
share in the administration of that they have these qualifications, but, unfortunately, 
their country, and prays for 


the concession of that right. being under a foreign Government, the means for the 


cultivation of tliose qualifications do not exist. After 
expressing deep gratitude to the British Government for conferring on this 
country various benefits by its benign and intelligent rule, the Kiran observes 
that the authorities say that the Hindus have not yet attained the qualifica- 
tions necessary for political administration ; and it is suspected that this opinion 
conveyed privately to Parliament, has led that au ¢ ‘Tribunal to refuse ad- 


mission into it to representatives from India. Ifthe Hindus are really in the 


condition alleged by the English rulers, how is it that the representatives of 


the people are admitted into the Legislative Councils of this country? Though — 


this concession is not made to the extent it ought to be, yet it leads to the 
inference that our rulers are satisfied that we possess the qualifications which 
they appear to question. Even if there be a little deficiency in those qualifica- 
tions, it may be cured by a little education imparted by therulers. Even grant- 
ing that the people of India are not quite fit to conduct the political administra- 
tion of their country, it does not prove that they are thoroughly unfit for taking 
a share in that administration. The Honourable Mr. Gladstone says in his late 
essay in ‘* The XIX. Century in England” that, in politics the decisions of the 
common people are often more just than those of learned men. In the case of 
India this sentiment may be well illustrated by the opinion held by the natives 
of this sate as nedans the duty of Paola’ in the Turko-Russian war. They 
thought that had England interfered in the struggle between the two European 
powers at the commencement of the war, she would have been saved the great 
efforts which she is now compelled to make. ‘Though this opinion goes counter 
to the one held by the wise, educated and rich people in England, it is wise, 
and is upheld by the rest of the world. For these reasons the people of India 
deserve admission into the British Parliament and thereby a share in the ad- 
ministration of their own country. And the Kiran hopes this concession will 
not be withheld from-them any longer. The conduct of the British Indian politi- 
cians in this matter leads one to the inference that they wish to keep the people 


of this country from the right of representation in Parliament on one pretext 
or another, but this is not right. | 


The same, in a short article, in alluding to the withholding of the rain at 

; the commencement of the current season, and the fear 

States that under the fa- thereby caused of a famine this year also, makes the 

mine arrangements of last following observations :—Under the last year’s famine 
year made by Government : . 

numerous persons lost their #tTangements of Government, numerous human lives 

lives, &., dc. were lost and the country was made desolate. ‘* In 

this part of the country. Bir Richard ‘Temple’s novel 

knowledge (of famines) inflicted great distress upon the people,” and in the 

North-West Provinces negligence on the part of Sir George Cniities led to the 

destruction of many human lives. There is no doubt that it is impossible to 

ascertain the exact number of deaths caused by the famine. But no one who 

possesses good information about the famine can say that the figures (of deaths) 


given in Sir Richard’s Minute are trustworthy. But it is useless now to raise a 
dispute on this subject. 


The Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 10th June, states under the head * Local” 
ae that the work of recovering the land assessment con- 

Requests the authorities of tinues unimpeded bl the Ahmednagar Zilla). The 
the Ahmednagar Zillatoshow ower officers of ernment, i get to obtain 


due considerati | : oe fi 
ryots regeonealgydl merit for themselves, try to make the recoveries with- 


assessment of their lands. out making any difference between.a really indigent — 


ryot and a cultivator able to pay the State demand 


It is said that the moveable property of several ryots has been already atta hed, 


but the same being found insufficient to liquidate the full amount of the assegs- 
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ment, it is proposed to attach their lands also, Ifa valuation is made of the 
moveable property of each ryot attached by the State, it will prove a good 
index of the real condition of the ryots. And according to that index due con- 
sideration ought to be shown in the recovery of the assessment. 


The Shubha Suchak (16) of the 7th June, but received on the 9th, states 
States that the building in that the building in which the Government Vernacular 
which Marithi School No.1 School No. 1 at Satara is located, has gone out of the 
of Satara is located has leant perpendicular on the west side. It does not appear 
_ on one side, and requests the to have the usual wooden frame which bring 
- Bdncations ors ‘© to buildings. The Suchak requests the Educational 
ai : authorities to have the building well examined. 


The Dharwar Writta (25) of the 6th June, but received on the 9th, does 
not approve of the opening of the new loan of two 
Disapproves of theGovern- and a half kror of rupees at 44 per cent. in India, It 
mare © ag eng eh ert observes that there is no doubt that Government will 
etna af dor cunt. talkie lay out profitably the money of this loan. But it has 
and recommends the obtain- not done well in opening it in this country. India 
ing of it from the German igs poor. The capital she possesses is scarcely suffi- 
gga mag which is said to cient for her trade. Under such circumstances it would 
g to give it ata low b ame : ‘ : 
sulla ok interest. e to her benefit to raise the loan in a foreign country. 
After quoting a rule of political economy in support 
of the above view, the Writta states that though it is not easy to raise a loan in 
a foreign country, there was and still is a probability of the Government obtain- 
ing it from some country of Europe. After asserting that the loss inflicted on 
India by a fall in the price of silver has accrued from the short-sighted policy 
of the Government, the Writta observes that according to the Caleutia Statesman, 
the German Government offered some time ago to the Indian Government a 
loan of four or five krors of rupees ata low rate of interest. But the latter did 
not accept the offer. The former is said to be still willing to give the loan. 
If this be true, the Government should accept the offer and afford due con- 
venience to this country. 


The Kashia Wildsini (28) of the 11th June, has an article which begins 
with the story current among the people, of a erse 

Charges Government with wife who would do contrary to what her husband 
Aba pega _ nen og bid her do. It then speaks of the poverty of India, 
prt nfl y 5 those of and observes in the shape of queries that the Govern- 
which they are actually in ment has done several things which it ought not to do, 
need. and has omitted to do some others which it ought to 
have performed. The Wildsini asks has Government 

introduced the improved arts and sciences into this country ? Will not India 
be happy if different kinds of machinery are introduced into the country and 
- encouragement to trade and commerce be thereby given ? Why has the present 
Tule distressed the people more than all-other former Governments? Should 
the ruler relying on his strength strip the country of its wealth by means of 
trade ? And some more questions of the same nature. It then alludes to the 
imposition of the new license-tax, and the increase recently made in the town 
duties on articles of food, &c., by the Municipality (of Poona), notwithstanding 
the great distress suffered by the people in the recent famine. The new tax 
and increased duties are imposed in spite of the protests of the people. This 
conduct of Government is attributed to its perverseness, and the people are told 
to petition Government to concede things which are contrary to those they 
actually require, and thus save themselves from being the victims of injustice. 
The article is written in the usual involved and incoherent style of the Weldsini. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 9th June, in a leader, headed “ A peep into 
Congures His Highness the the dark past,” in noticing the statement mude in a 
Holkar for lsying before recent number of the Quarterly Review that, 
Lord Northbrook the badcon- the deposition of Malhdr Raw Gdéekwad, His Hi 
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dition of the Baroda State the Holkar intimated to Lord Northbrook’ his great 
and advising him to improve regret at the grievously bad condition of the Géekwédi 
Riw should have sive, «2, R&j, and prayed His Excellency not to forget to do 
Raw should have given the J, ANG prayed . y not 
same advice to Malhér Raéw whatever would pte the condition of that State ; 
himself though no good feel- observes that this advice led the late Viceroy to break 
ing existed between them. = the original rules of State policy and to introduce 
uite a new rule. If His Lordship wished to do good 
to Malhér Réw, he might have made use of other means of accomplishing his 


object which would have given satisfaction to all persons. It is to be regretted 


that Lord Northbrook did not take any such means. After observing that the 
administrations of Lords Dalhousie and Northbrook were more dissatisfactory 
to the people than that of the Mahdrdjé (Malhér Réw ?) himself, the Mitra re- 
marks that the latter Viceroy’s administration was such as deserved disapproba- 
tion. His objects may have been good, but the results of the measures he 
adopted were very bad. The Mitra then censures His Highness the Holkar for 
preferring the above-mentioned request to Lord Northbrook. Though the 
Holkar was at enmity with the Gdikwdds, and particularly with the deposed 
Malhar Raw, the former should have given good advice to the latter. But b 
doing what he did, he injured his own character. If His Highness the Holkar 1s 
proud of the good administration of his own State, he is mistaken. Before the 
appointment of Sir T. Médhaw R4éw as Diw4n, the State of Indore was in a bad 
plight ; and had the Holkar remembered this he would not have found fault 
with Malhér Réw. Had the latter found as good a Diwdn as Sir Tanjore he 
would not have fallen into his present unfortunate condition. 


The Bombay Samdchadr (43) of the 12th June, observes that the important 
eg es ee question is asked both in this country and in England, 
have contributed tothe culti. WBY the people of India do not now store grain as 
vating classes of this country they did in former times. A few months ago the late 
not holding any stores of Secretary of State for India also, in a public speech, 
“rag their hands, as they noticed the subject, and blamed the people for not 
oe holding such stores. On a consideration of the ques- 
tion it seems that the people do not hold such stores, not because the population 
of the country has considerably increased, nor because the people eat more than 
before, nor because they are careless on the subject. It is true that the popula- 
tion has increased, but not to such an extent as to render it unable to get suffici- 
ent food. To make the quantity of food produced in the country insufficient 
for the people, the increase in the population must be twice or thrice its pre- 


vious number, which is however not the case. It is also ridiculous to believe 


that the people consume a larger quantity of food than they did before. It 
cannot also be reasonably supposed that they are careless in such a vital matter 
as food, and especially after they have experienced the miseries of starvation 
on one or two occasions. The cause of the absence of stores of grain is a reduc- 
tion in the quantity of the produce of the land brought on by an absence of 
manures to lands. The land is cultivated year after year without being fed 
with any manure, and naturally produces a less quantity of corn. After men- 
tioning the popular conviction to the same effect, the Samdchar observes that 
there are other causes also for this state of things. In former times the cultivat- 
ing classes were not steeped in debt, they paid for the State demand a certain 
portion of their produce and nothing more, and their wants were few. Now-a- 
days they are sunk in debt, they have to pay several taxes in ready cash, and 
they have also to pay them before their produce is gathered in, and whether it 
is less or more than the annual yield. Over these causes they have no control, 
and, therefore, they do not deserve blame for not holding any stores of grain. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 9th June, in a leader, headed, “ A call for Sir 
eddie the inde abba George Couper’s re-call,” exclaims“ may God keep 
brought by the Calcutta the nglish 


Statesman against Sir George Observes the Goftdér, has preferred against Sir 


ay safe.” The Calcutta Statesman, 
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| that he allowed five 
lacs of the people of the North- 
West Provinces to dieof starv- 
ation in Fg fore sr gess and 
upreme Govern. 
| adie make a searching en- 
quiry into this serious accu- 
sation. | 


of slow starvation. Sir George has, by his weakness and n 
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George Couper, the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
West Provinces, the serious c that he did not 
afford timely relief to the famine-stricken people in 
the last famine in the territory in his charge, and, 
consequently, five lacs of men died from starvation 
between the months of 
and that lacs of other men had to suffer the miseries 


ogligence, allowed 


nearly four and a half krors of human beings to suffer indescribable miseries, 


and, asks the Statesman, how long is His Excellen 
in his present office? Is it nece : 
die before he is removed? ‘This is a very 


that a million more human beings should 
serious charge, observes the Rdst 


Goftér, against Sir George, who must in defence of his own character take up 
Mr. Knight before a Court of justice. Ifthe Lieutenant-Governor will not do 


this, the Supreme Government must remove him from his 
his defence against the attacks of the Statesman to the 


which in accepting 


preme Government, 


it has, however, pointed out that certain neglect was com- 


mitted by him in meeting the famine at its commencement. The Calcutta 
Englishman also has, after examining this defence, given its verdict against Sir 
George. The charge of the destruction of five lacs of human beings is no trifl- 


ing accusation, and 


quiry 1s necessary 


nce the enquiry already made into it is not enough. A 
further and searching en 


, and until it is made, the Rést Goftér 


is not willing to believe in the truth of the accusation. ‘‘ Let any thing that 
pleases Government befal the vernacular press, but may God keep the English 


press safe.” 


An insane Mahomedan in 
Kurrachee says that the Sul- 


tan of Turkey will now come 
here. 


Expresses sorrow for the 
publication in its issue of the 
3lst May an article about the 
enquiry into the case of the 
two native Editors and others 
of Surat, and withdraws it. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 12th June, states 


that an insane Mahomedan goes about the streets of 


the town of Kurrachee raving that the Sultan of 
Turkey will now come here. 


The same expresses sorrow for having published 
in its issue of the 31st May, an article about the en- 
quiry into the case of the two native Editors and some 
other persons of Surat. The article appeared through 
inadvertence, and it is hereby withdrawn. 


Despatch of the Government of India for the reduction of the Armies of Native States. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 10th June, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Will the 


Further observationson the 
Despatch of the Government 
of India for the reduction of 
the armies of Native States. 
Mentions several grounds 
showing that the British Gov- 
ernment need entertain no 
fear from these troops. Ad- 
mits the right of the para- 
mount Government to get 
troops over and above the 
numbers mentioned in the 
treaties with the Native 
Princes, dismissed by them. 
Prays it to respect the treat- 
1e8 by not interfering with 
the stipulated number of 
troops. And hopes that the 
Object of the Despatch is 
simply to get information 
about the number and disci- 
pline of the armies of Native 


4np15—6 


Government of India really disarm the Native Princes 
and Chiefs?” Observes that it has stated before, on 
the authority of the Englishman, that the Government 
of India has instructed the subordinate Governments 
to inform it of the number and discipline of the armies 
maintained in each Native State in their respective 
charges, and to get the troops which are not required 
for the protection and keeping up of the dignity of 
the Native Princes themselves, dismissed. But the 
comments made upon this subject by some Anglo- 
Indian papers, raised doubts as to the genuineness of 
the Despatch from which the Englishman has given the 
above and other information regarding the intention 
of the Government of India to reduce the armies of 
Native States, and, if it be genuine, as to the intention 


of Government that it should be published. It does 
not seem likely that at this critical time of a probable 


war between England and Russia, when several Na- 
tive Princes have offered their armies for employment 


September and March last, 


cy to be allowed to continue 


st. Sir George sent 
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Princes, which the British for the protection of the country, or for taking a part 
Government as the par- in the war, and when Her Imperial Majesty has ex- 
en Power ongn’ “© Po pressed Her thanks for this exhibition of their great 

oyalty, the British Government would show a distrust 
of these Princes. But since so much has appeared about this Despatch, it seems 
it must be genuine. And if it be so, it shows that the British Government en- 
tertains a suspicion of the Native Princes. Though the British Government 
may not do anything in accordance with this suspicion for some time more, it 
will lead the Native Princes to believe that, though they are loyal to the British 
Government, due respect is not shown to them. And such a belief will not be. 
conducive to the happiness of either the Native Princes or the British Govern- 
ment. The Indu Prakésh again asserts that a very large majority of the troops 
in the service of the Native States is worthless for war purposes ; that the Native 
Princes are quite incapable of opposing the British Government; that not only 
the existing number of troops in Native States, but even twice that number can 
do no harm to the paramount Government, since they are not under the autho- 
rity of a single person and are divided into small driblets among numerous 
States ; that there is no unanimity of opinion or action among these Princes; 
that they cannot correspond with each other without the intervention of the 
Political Officers at their respective courts; that most of these Princes are kept 
under proper control by the British Government by its State policy; that some 
of them entertain the false pride of being independent, but the sagacious and 
shrewd authorities have made them Generals of the British army, and have a 
British Cantonments within their States, &c., and observes that it is inexplicable 
why the British Government does not like to see these Princes maintain some 
armies from the revenues of their States. The Indu Prakash disavows all inten- 
tion of saying that the British Government should not keep itself informed of 
the number and discipline of the troops in the service of Native States. As the 
paramount Government it ought to possess such information ; and very probably 
the object of the Despatch is to obtain it, and not to injure the interests of the 
Native Princes. The number of troops to. be kept by each Native Prince is 
limited by treaties ; and if one of them keeps a larger number than that speci- 
fied in the treaty with him, the paramount Government has a right to make 
him dismiss the excess number. The Jndu Prakdsh only hopes that the British 
Government will not treat those treaties as mere waste paper, for the sake of its 
Own convenience or for fear of some future danger. The Indu Prakdsh also 
hopes that the reply of the Under Secretary of State for India to a question put 
in Parliament, that the British Government has no intention of interfering 
with the armies of the Native Princes, will dispel the fears raised by the above 
Despatch. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 9th June, in giving the substance of the Des- 
patch of the Government of India for the reduction of 

es oS the armies of Natives States, observes that when peace 
ae Ganon: cant of wiia for | TelgDS throughout the whole country, and when the 
the reduction of the armies Native Princes have offered their armies to their para- 
in the service of Native mountruler for service in the probable war between 
States, England and Russia, it is difficult to guess the cause 
of the British Indian Government becoming so very 

harsh with the Native States. It is a matter for regret that while the Native 
Princes show on every available occasion that they are grateful to the English 
Government, the latter does not show them as much confidence as they deserve. 
The troops in the service of the Native Princes are so defectively armed as 
scarcely to deserve the name of an army. They are not many, and are kept 
‘more for the pomp and splendour of thasle respective owners than for anything 
else ; and hence it is not right in Government to think of reducing their number. 


The Bombay Gazette publishes a reply alleged to have been given by the Under 


Secretary of State for India to a question put to him in Parliament. It asserts 
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that Government has no intention of reducing the number of the armies in the 


service of Native States. This has created a doubt as to which of the two items 


of news so very contradictory of each other is the correct one. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 6th June, but received on the 9th, in 
noticing the above Despatch, observes that it has 


Disapproves of "the Des- several times informed the Government that the armies 
tch of the Government of kept by the Native Princes of this country are worth- 
armies in the service of Na. 88; that there is neither advantage nor disadvan 


tive States. to Government from them ; and that it need entertain | 


no fear from their existence. But it seems from the 
Despatch mentioned above, that Government has paid no attention to this des- 
cription of these armies. Government knows well ‘that they are kept by the 
Princes more for their pleasure than for anything else, and that #hey are not 
likely to prove of any use in actual warfare. It knows also that these troops 
are composed of ignorant louts, and not of disciplined soldiers like those of the 
British Indian Government. Government has not, therefore, done well in 
suspecting that such worthless forces would prove dangerous to it on some occa- 
sion, and in ordering the reduction of their number. Moreover, the owners of 
these armies are ws vassals of the British Government, and have exhibited 
their great loyalty y offering their weak forces for service in the probable 
European war. The remainder of the article is made up of an extract from the 
article on the same subject which appeared in the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the last 
week, and noticed more fully in the fat weakis report. hae Kalpataru (17) 
of the 9th June, in an unfinished leader, advances some of the above arguments. ) 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 9th June, in a leader, headed, “ The Armies 
of Native Princes and the English Government,” 
Further observations on observes that the reasons advanced by the opponents 
the subject of the /Despatc® of the Native States for the approval of the Despatch 
for the reduction of the ar. Of the Government of India for the reduction of 
mies of Native States. the armies of these States, deserve notice. They 
: say that the Native Princes and Chiefs enjoy merely 
nominal power, and the British Government holds full authority over them, 
and, therefore, there is no reason why they should keep in their service large 
armies. They also say that a good deal of the revenues of these States goes 
to the maintenance of these forces, and this waste of their resources impedes 
the improvement of those States and the prosperity of their subjects. On the one 
hand, observes the Arunodaya, these arguments appear just and incontroverti- 
ble. But, on the other hand, they seem to be weak and easily answered. There 
is a probability of the common people taking the Despatch in the light that, it 
indicates a fear on the part of the British Government that the forces of the 
Native States might one day cause its ruin, Leaving this probability aside, 
the former condition of these States and the relations existing between them 
and the British Government, make it desirable that each of these States should 
possess an army according to its ability to maintain it. It is true that they are 
now completely in the power of the British Government. They are not, 
however, of its creation. The ancestors of their present rulers obtained them 
by making wars, and the latter ought to conduct themselves according to the 
power enjoyed by the former, and must keep armies according to the extent of 
their respective States. It is a mistake to suppose that the cost of these armies 
is a burden on the subjects of those States. ese armies are made up of the 
_ subjects of the respective States, and they get by turns the benefit of keeping u 
the armies. Had the troops of Native Princes been foreigners the case woul 
have been different. As for the reason that since the paramount British Govern- 
ment has taken upon itself the responsibility of protecting the Native States 
from foreign aggression they need not maintain any armies, it may be observed 
5uP15—6 . | 
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that though the British Government is quite able to discharge this responsibility 
satisfactorily, yet one cannot say what might happen at any time ; and hence 

it is wisdom in the Native Princes to keep up armies, and they will prove 
advantageous to the British Government. In some cases the British Govern- 
ment spends its revenues extravagantly and its subjects loudly pray it to 
reduce its lavish expenditure. But it pays no attention to this prayer, while it 
wants to press the Native Chiefs to practise economy. .This conduct is in- 
consistent. In conclusion, the A ya, omg a hope that Government 
will cancel the Despatch and secure the love of the Native Princes and Chiefs. 


The same, in a paragraph, in another place, observes that it ap from 

the Calcutta Statesman that the Despatch of the Gov- 

ie age sind gal gos ernment of India regarding the armies of the Native 

ing raase atch when it was States, which has been brought to light by the Znglish- 

not intended by the Govern- man newspaper, was not intended to be published. 

ment of India that it should Jf this be true, it was wrong to make any comments 

oper upon that document. But the Arunodaya was not 

aware of this fact before, and it is sorry that it has inadvertently made com- 
ments upon it. 


The Rast Gofidér (46) of the 9th June, in a leader, headed, ‘* Native armies,” 
observes that on last Monday the Under Secretary of 

Notices the assertion of the §tate for India, in reply to a question put to him, assur- 
Bombay onal that this 4 the Parliament that the Government had no inten- 
at ee tion of interfering with the number of the armies of 
Political Officers at Native the Native Princes of India. While this answer was 
Courts; gives the substance given the Calcutta Englishman published the substance 
> and apparently t for Of the Despatch of the Government of India to the 
re tig cgi “ Political Agents and Residents in Native States, the 
| sole object of which is to reduce the strength of 
the armies of the Native States. The above-mentioned reply of the Under 
Secretary threw a doubt on the genuineness of the alleged Despatch. But the 
Bombay Gazette asserts that the alleged Despatch has been actually sent by the 
Government of India to its Political Agents and Residents, and that the reply 
of the Under Secretary is an evasion of the question put to him. It seems 
this Despatch will give birth to a good deal of discussion, as it is considered 
the next hard step taken by the Government of India after the enactment of 
the new Vernacular Press Act. Much can be said against as well as in favour 
of this Despatch. The advocates of Native States have attacked it, while the 
opponents of those States demand the total extinction of the armies of the 
Native Princes. To weigh properly both sides of the question it is desirable 
to know the contents of this Despatch. The Rést Goftér then gives the sub- 


stance of this document, and apparently réserves its own remarks to a future 
occasion. 


The Nydya Prakdsh (60) of the 10th June, disapproves of this Despatch of 
the Government of India on some of the grounds 
Disapproves of the above mentioned by several of its contemporaries and noticed 


spatch, andsaysitishappy in this and previous summaries at some length. Ap- 
to learn that Government wi P gt P 


7 : arently alluding to the reply given by the Under 
ra eo on ge : vanes of State for India to a question put to him 
vice of Native States. in Parliament, that Government does not intend in- 
: terfering with the number of the armies in the service 
of Native States, the Nydya Prakdsh observes that it is glad that the Govern- 
ment holds such an intention, and that the Native Princes are to be allowed 
to keep the same number of troops as. there are already in their service. The 


he Prakdésh also hopes that Government will not alter its intention here- 
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Municipalities. 


the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 12th June, considers 


the rates of house assessment proposed to be levied 
by the Municipality of Surat on the houses of that 
town as very heavy. He says that the rates of Rs. 


24, 18, 12, 9, 6 and 3 are exorbitant fora town 


where there is not much trade and where the people 


are poor as in Surat. Several at of this town live in their large ancestral 


houses, though they are not ab 


eto make any repairs to them. 


buildings are not also high. A house larger and more convenient than one in 
Bombay which brings a monthly rent of 50 Rupees can fetch with difficulty an 
annual rent of Rs. 12, For these reasons the proposed rates of assessment 


ought to be reduced. 
The Kdside Mumbar 


Regrets to see that the 
Municipal Commissioner of 
Bombay attempts to eject the 
Mahomedans from the Masjid 
in the Victoria Gardens, and 
questions his right to do so. 


Mahomed Ally Rogey did not fulfil the promise they 


(58) of the 10th June, in alluding to the discussion in 
a recent meeting of the Town Council of Bombay, 
regarding the Masjid in the Victoria Gardens, observes 
that the letter from the Municipal Commissioner in 
regard to this Masjid on which the discussion arose, 
stated that the deceased Fakir who was in charge of 
the Masjid, did not pass to the Corporation a legal 
document, and that Messrs. Kamu Sulem4n and 
gave to the Corporation. 


But the Corporation can obtain no right to take possession of the Masjid wilfully, 


tom 


oe because the above-mentioned conditions were not fulfilled. There were 
s on the land before it was purchased for the Victoria Gardens, and before 


the erection of the Masjid which was built by a subscription raised among the 
Mahomedan community. The Késid contradicts the assertion of the Municipal 


Commissioner that the Masjid is not a place of prayer but a dirty 


impediment 


in the Garden, says that bad characters may now and then go to the Masjid, 


but the Superintendent of the Garden can 


prevent their entrance into the 


_ Garden, and regrets to see that such a well-wisher of the public as Mr. Nawroji 


Fardunji seconded the p 


roposition of the Municipal Commissioner to eject the 


Mahomedans from the Masjid. 


Railways. 


The Kiran (9) of the 9th June, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The Railway, the 


Objects to the new condi- 
tionintroduced by the G. I. 
P. Railway Company in re- 
ceipts passed by it for goods 
accepted for conveyance, 
they are accepted on the res- 
‘ponsibility of their owners and 
the Company is not responsi- 
ble for their loss, &c. Prays 
Government to have the new 
condition cancelled as it does 
injustice to merchants. 


Government, and the people,” objects to a new condi- 
tion alleged to have been introduced (by implication) 
by the G. I. P. Railway Company in receipts passed 
by it to owners of goods accepted by it for transmis- 
sion from one place to another. The British Gov- 
ernment, observes the Kiran, possesses the knack 
of first creating a taste for a certain thing in the p 

ple, and then leaving them to themselves to satisfy 
that taste. The writer here alludes to the encourage- 


ment afforded to English education by Government at 


the commencement and for some time afterwards, and 


he rents of 


to its withdrawing from it gradually and now leaving the people to obtain it for 
themselves at their own expense. He also says that on the introduction of the 


Railway into this country great attention was paid to the convenience and com- 


fort of the passengers, care was taken that the goods —- for conveyance 
res 


were not lost nor damaged, and were timely delivered, an ponsibility was 


accepted. Finding the people have contracted a taste for the rail-road, and the 
use of the country carts is no longer made where there is a railway, the Railway 
Company has changed its former conduct. The Railway officials now act as 
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transmission of go 
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s. During the last year or so, numerous thefts of 


occurred on the (G. I. P.) Railway, and instead of making the railway suffer for 
such occurrences (in future), the merchants are, it seems, to be made to suffer 
the loss. The new condition is that the Company accepts the goods on the res- 


onsibility of their owners, and that it is not responsible for any goods lost, 
damaged, misplaced or misdelivered. The Kiran wonders how Government 
has allowed this Company to introduce this strange condition, and requests it 
to get it cancelled. It also exhorts the merchants to make a representation to 
the Company about the injustice done by the new condition, and to take again 
to the practice of using country carts for the transmission of their goods, if the 
unjust condition is not withdrawn. | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 11th June, states that in the last Caleutta 


Government Gazette the number of persons employed 


Ble gsi os t the 04 28 ty grating all the Railways in India is given at 1,32,040, out. of 
r natives empio on : . . | 
see Kahala Heliwaia’ cali which 1,25,040 are said to be natives of the country, 


not to raise the fear entertain. ©o»019 Eurasians, and 3,607 Europeans. These figures 
ed by the Caloutta English. have led the Englishman of Calcutta to the conclusion 


man that these concernshave that the Indian Railways have fallen completely into. 
passed into their hands,. as 


"ip Biseeeana held the bias. the hands of the natives, and that for political reasons 
er posts and the natives aro more Europeans should be employed on these Rail- 
subordinate to them, é&e. ways which should come under their full control. But 
on consideration the inference and the fear appear to 
be wrong. In the Railways the number of the lower subordinates such as 
porters, &c., is necessarily considerably larger than that of the higher servants, 
and the former are almost invariably natives. But, for that reason the Rail- 
ways cannot be said to have gone into the power of the natives, as the higher 
posts are held by Europeans, and a department is necessarily under the control 
of its higher officers. ‘The Samdchdr then expresses a hope that more educated 
natives will be employed on the Railways for the sake of justice and economy, 
and advances the usual arguments in support of its hope. 


Native States. 


The Dnydn Prakdésh (8) of the 13th June, contains an unfinished communi- 
cation which begins with an account of the administra- 


strange rules are made as regards the 


Complains that the Saraf- 
khas, Jahagir, Pigé, &c., vil- 
jages in the Nizam’s territory 
are mismanaged. The Diwéni 
Amal sic gt are, however, 
very well managed by Sir 
Salar Jung. _ . 


tion of the Nizam’s territory. The writer states that 
two modes of administration are adopted in this terri- 
tory,—one for the districts known as the ‘* Diwéni 
Amal,” and the other for the villages assigned to the 
Nizam himself for table allowance, &c., and are called 


“¢ Sarafkhds,” and for Jahdgir, Pégd, &c. In the Di- 
waéni Amal Districts Sir Salar Jung has completely 
removed the old Mogl4i mismanagement, and has introduced several adminis- 
trative institutions and improvements of the British Indian Government, and, 
thereby, secured the love of the Nizam’s subjects. In the case of the Saraf- 
khds, Jahdégir, &c., villages no attention whatever is paid to the comfort or 
convenience of the ryots. The land assessment is levied at varying rates. 
Contracts are given for the collection of revenue, and the contractors try to 
screw out of the ryots as much as they can. After the payment of the land 
assessment, another payment has to be made for obtaining permission to cut the 
ripe crops. All crimes including murders are visited with a fine, and the mur- 
derer is set at liberty on payment of it. 


The Samsher Béhddur (50) of the 5th June, but received on the 9th, im a 


‘see & ‘thawrgw loader, headed, “Improvements in the Gdekwaédi 

Prai ’ ’ ? Pp & s ' ; » 
for makihe EGS oso , State,” observes that there is no doubt that His Ex- 
certain branches of theBaroda Cellency Sir ‘I’. Madhawréw has made several improve- 
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er ia ee ments in the administration of ee at However, 
to and thay the ev! these improvements being in their early stage, some 
a Pr ag Pa defects of the old Adihinteteation still exist. But in 
‘nues unabated, and advises the course of time they will disappear, and the Gdik- 
His Excellency to open relief wddi ryots will then taste the good fruits of a com- 


works ye fs "08 Pee. pletely improved ad tion. The Samsher 
a sie terres anit Sir T. Médhawréw for employing educated native 
tio crime. | gentlemen in the various branches of the administra- 


ee tion, and for making rules for c g it on well. 
His efficient supervision over the various departments of the State has effected 
considerable good. However, in one particular only His Excellency has not 
been yet able to achieve success. In the Kadi and Pdtan Pargands the evil 
of highway robberies has long existed, and remains as yet unremoved. This 
part of the country is inhabited by fierce Mewdsis, and the evil of highwaymen 
exists there from of old. Sir T. Médhawrdw deserves no blame for the existence 
of this evil. He was not backward in adopting measures for its removal. He 
appointed efficient officers for that work, and if they could not accomplish it, it 
was their fault and not that of His. Excellency. The Samsher attributes the 
extensive prevalence of highway robberies in the Kadi and Patan Mahdls at the 
present day to the distress suffered by the people of those parts in consequence 
of the great scarcity of food and high prices, and advises the Diwdn to open 
relief works for them. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


* 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 18th June 1878. 7 : 
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Politics and the Public Administration. | 
The Indu Prakash (1) of the 17th June, y toa with aleader, headed, ‘‘ The 
Complains that Imperial. °Ommencement of Imperialism in India.’”’ After ex- 
ism has begun to show itself pyre surprise that Lord Beaconsfield, who during 
in the administrationof India, his long parliamentary career, led the Conservative 
and gives some instances in party, and protected by his invaluable eloquence the 


support of the complaint. = tus “rights and independence of the people from the 


encroachments of the Government, should have failed to follow the very princi- 
les which he advocated so long and so gloriously after his Coming into the 
Promintehip ; the Indu Prakash observes that His Lordship has begun to show 
specimens of his Imperialism not only to the people of this country, but 
so to the people of England, who love independénce so very highly. The 
despatch of the Indian army to Malta without previously obtaining for it 
the sanction of the Parliament, is a specimen of His ‘Lordship’s conduct 
towards England. As for India, the Imperialism is’ a good deal stronger. 
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke of Edinborough and the Prince of Wales, 
one after another, visited this country, and the Native Chiefs and Princes 
treated them with liberal ra vipat Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen 
was very glad to learn of this treatment, and should have expressed to the 
Native Princes the same feeling, and, to show them that She liked them the 
more for them conduct towards the Royal Princes, should have conferred on 
them more rights and independence. Instead of doing anything of the kind, 
Her Majesty assumed, at the recommendation of Her Ministers, the title of the 
Empress of India. Whatever may be the real object of Her Majesty and of the 
Ministry in the assumption of the Imperial title, it now plainly appears that it 
suggested the pushing on of the Imperial views of the Indian authorities. 
However, it must be admitted for the good fame of the British Government 
that such was not its object then. The people of this country think, and there 
are strong reasons for their thinking so, that the Indian authorities have been 
since the last two years exhibiting more headiness in their conduct than they 
showed before ; and that Imperialism is throwing behind independence which 
England has introduced into this country. Before eighteen months had rolled 
over the Imperial ‘Assemblage at Delhi, several laws, &c., injuriously affecting 
the popular rights have been enacted. These are the new Civil Procedure 
Code, the new Arms’ Act, the new License-tax Act, the Act for Increasing the 
Duty on Salt, and the new Vernacular Press Act, and the Despatch of the 
Government of India for the reduction of the armies of Native States. The 
Indu Prakdsh makes a few passing remarks upon most of the above measures ; 
and proceeds to say that the telegrams received from England within the last 
_ one or two days, show that the Home Government thinks of sending out to this 
country one more instance of its Imperialism. Lord Northcote has said that 
the expenses of the Indian contingents sent to Europe will be paid from the 
English treasury ; but. it now appears that the Indian treasury will have to 
bear that burden. But it cannot be now decided which of the two statements 
is the correct one. One the one hand there is the assertion of Lord Northcote, 
and on the other the precedent of the Abyssinian War, some expenses of which 
this country had to pay without any connection between her and it. In con- 
clusion, the Indu Prakdsh observes that the above has been written with the 
object of directing the attention of the British Government more than before 
to the poverty-stricken condition of the Indian ryots. Though it has become 
a little harsh at present, it is a parental Government, and will some day become 
merciful to them. ) see Bee ae 
~The same, in another leader, headed, ** The headiness of the authorities 
of the Customs House at Bombay,” observes that the 
. States thet the, nie - rules for transacting business at this Customs House, 


at the Customs House in though advantageous to Government, are annoying 
Bombay are annoying to the to merchants, and requests to them the attention of 
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é merchants, and requests to Mr, O’Connor, the Officer “ae by the Gores 
) ments of the _ 


them the attention of Mr. of India to report upon 
Ghat the ccder recently beet Customs Houses in the different Presidencies. The 
by the Customs authorities Indu Prakdsh says that persons wishing to import or 
regarding the removal of ‘export merchandize h the Customs House here, 
rte aa impediment to 2f¢ likely to commit blunders, whether they are 
de: -~ gequainted with the rules or not. But the Customs 

House authorities exact a fine for the correction-of 
every mistake, For instance, a merchant wants to export certain goods by a 


- certain ship or steamer. He prepares the Manifest of the goods and enters 


into it the name of the vessel which is to carry them. After presenting the 
Manifest at the Customs House, if he wants, for some reason or other, to export 
his goods by any other vessel, he must pay a fine of one rupee to get the name 
altered in the ifest. The Indu Prakdsh gives two more instances, and 
observes that many more can be quoted, but want of space prevents its doing 
it. The Indu Prakdsh also pciptiine against a eireiaina order issued by the 
same Customs authorities to the opium merchants of Bombay, which is to come 
into force from the Ist of July next. The order is said to be issued under the 


‘Opium Act of 1876, and says that if a person wants to remove from one place 


to another, a portion of the opium brought into Bombay for wholesale business, 


_ he must obtain a parwand for it; and that it will be issued for an entire or half 


acase only. The Indu Prakdsh considers this order as ‘a great impediment to 
the trade inthis drugin Bombay. It says that opium brought to Bombay for 
export to China or other countries, is stored in warehouses opposite the Customs 
House, and a person wishing to make a purchase obtains fromthe warehouse 


‘opium about half the size of an ordinary potatoe asa sample. This he takes 


home and boils, and finds out how much intoxicating substance is contained in 
it. After this process the price of the stuff is settled and the bargain is struck. 
The order of the Customs authorities mentioned above, prohibits the removal of 
the opium in a smaller quantity than half a case, the value of which comes to 
450 Rupees. The process of ascertaining the intoxicating substance in the 
sample cannot be made in the warehouses for fear of accidents from fire. The 


Secretary to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce has written to the Customs 


Commissioner about the impropriety of the order. In conclusion, the Indu 


Prakash hopes the Customs authorities will not enforce it without duly weigh- 
ing its consequences. . 


The same in noticing the statement in a recent number of the Bombay 
Disapproval of the resolve 7 @¢#te that the British Ministry has decided that the 
of the British Ministry uot | of the restoration of the Berars to the Hy- 
to decide the question of the derabad Government will not be decided until the 
restoration of the Berarsun- young Nizam attains majority, and has communicated 
oe young Nizam attains the decision to the regents of the State; observes that 
sei justice requires that the Province should go back to 
the Nizam; but the provision it has made for several officers of the Staff Corps 
seems to have induced Government to refuse to give it up so soon. The deci- 
sion probably means a refusal of the restoration, and is at all events a ready 


plea to justify deferring doing an action which Government is unwilling to do. 


It is better than a blank refusal, since it gives some hope to the Nizam here- 
after. It will do, if no treaty is obtained from him on his attaining majority, 
giving up his claims to the Province in favor of the British Government. (The 
Jagan Mitra (13) of the same date also expresses its disapproval of this decision.) 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 17th June, after giving the substance of 
Approves of the recent Sir Richard Temple’s recent Minute on the Forest 


Gntie of. ia Kexcellency, the Conservancy of the Deccan and Khandesh in 
| or on tne ores one- hs * ° ‘ : ‘ 
srvanée of the Desean. and to its bearing on the water-supply of those Provinces, 


Khandesh in regard to its Observes that the information given, and the sugges- 
bearing on the watee-anpply tions made, by Sir Richard are very appropriate. 
2 N-P 22—-6 
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hose Provinces, but only But, bearing in mind that the new Forest Act passed 
hops tht Government wil in the current year by the Government of India, has 
- Collectors of Distri done injury to several rights of the people, it seems 
by Collectors of Districts to hyury of Distr; 
private rights, in carrying the more necessary that the Collectors of Districts 
out the instructions given in should pay more attention to private rights, and that 
oo _.. Government should see that due attention is paid by 
them in carrying out the instructions given in the Minute. It is true that His 
Excellency expresses great solicitude for the preservation of these rights; but 
it will be far better if Government will see that due consideration is shown to 
them by the Collectors. 


A correspondent of the Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 17th June, states that the 
Ahk ths Oct, dk Government Gazette of the 13th instant, publishes cer- 
Reagan ih io thes Publi 5 «tain changes in the school standards, and asks the 
Service, whether the candi. Committee of Examination for the Public Service, 
dates at the next examination whether the candidates will be examined at the next 
sir _ examined inthe old examination in the old standards or in the newly 
seviy aitnch cig” f° altered ones. As the examination will be held about 
ee two months hence, the Committee is requested to 
publish soon the information asked above. 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kalddgi ot the 16th June, states that the school at 
pptates that the school at newly appointed Head Master has not joined his new 
ao er we ae post, while the Assistant Master is laid up, and hence 
Assistant Masters. the school is likely to deteriorate. The attention of 

the Educational Inspector of the Division is requested 
to this matter. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 14th June, “se received on er 17th, in noticing the 

. ss appointment of the Commission forsuggesting measures 

BP aga So — Ge preventin g or alleviating the, distress caused by the 
sion ought to perform, and recurring famines in India, mentions the principal duty, 
makes nang suggestions 2 which, in its opinion, this Commission should perform, 
— ‘and makes afewsuggestions in regard toit. The Shiwdjr 
observes that the principal oat of this Commission is to suggest means to im- 
prove the condition of the people, and principally of the cultivating classes of this 
country. After making a brief allusion to the povery-stricken condition of the 
agricultural ryots, who generally earn from their legitimate work of agriculture 
only as much food as suffices them for about eight months out of the year, and who 
have, therefore, to maintain themselves for the remaining four months by working 
as laborers, or by borrowing from money-lenders, or on wild roots; the Shiwdjt 
recommends the establishment of model farms throughout the country, and the 
introduction of the improved agricultural implements of Europe by Govern- 
ment. It is also advised to encourage the improvement of agriculture by 
providing manures and good seeds, and to release the agricultural people from 
the hard clutches of the money-lenders by becoming itself their creditor. For 
this last work it is advised to open banks throughout the country. These 
measures, the Shiwdji believes, will improve the condition of the ryots and will 


a them to face the distress caused by the famines without succumbing 
o it. 


The Kashia Wildsini (28) of the 18th June, contains a few doggerel verses, 
of which. it is impossible to give the meaning or to decide that it has any. The 
following is a literal translation of them :— : ) 


“Many days have passed since the rule began—It showed at the ( 


commencement the shade (pleasure) of happiness—(Chorus). After his 
coming he spoke very eats at first—He robs the subjects, and rocks 


(feels glad) at heart—Treats the people like beasts, and gives slaps on 
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their heade—Treats them holding them by their ears. A dead sheep is 
not afraid of fire—Burn it on the reverse side, cut it crosswise, it enter- 
tains no fear—There is no objection to (eat what one can) digest accord- 


ing to his power—Sulks, pouts, pirces, pricks after leaving the shade. 
The pene ave become blind, why do they not understand any thing ?— 
The food and clothing ure lost, and every thing at home is carried away— 

(They are) humble and defective and are exceedingly distressed —Reduced 

in power, a little breath (remaining), do not act fruitlessly. He who 

commits thefts, backbiting, falsehood, and deception, gets sugar, butter, 
sweetmeats which he easily eats—Drive nails into the person who answers 

this description—Hold him by the tuft of hair or his head, and attend to 

the times. Countrymen are the ocean, first achieve unanimity—Ocean is 

the father, soon throw up a bridge—The earth is very valuable, enjoy 

yourselves—Repeat now ‘ Withal’ tormenting the body. 


‘* (There) was a change of Government—Extreme humility was shown 
—When he got the title of king—He showed great morality. The subjects 
say heisa good king—At first playrally did delightful acts—Afterwards 

- becomes much inflated—And acts like a he-buffalo. A dead sheep feels 
no fear—Similarly (there are) some subjects—The ten directions (i.c., 
the wide world) is open—The way is now open. Food and clothes have 
been robbed and carried away—Water and wealth have been (also) rob- 
bed—Everything has been made powerless—The living and the dead are 
alike. First eatch and beat him who is false, and grown fat as a tom-cat, 
and (thereby) drive away the whole danger. This is our country—If you 
are filled with ardor for it—There will be no trouble whatever in it— 
The name of Withal is graceful.” 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 13th June, but, received on 
the 16th, states that the Registering Clerk in the Post 


“TTTTITITITITITTTIT IL | 


Complains that the Clerk 
in the Post Office at Ahme- 
dabad, who registers packets 
refuses to register them if 
they are not insured. Consi- 
ders this practice as unautho- 
rized at requests the atten- 
tion of the authorities con- 
cerned to it, 


Office at Ahmedabad refuses to receive the packets | 
offered to him for registration if they are not insured, ) 
and tells the persons bringing them to have them oo 
insured, if they are to be registered. The Hitechchhu ae 
disapproves of this compulsory insurance, and says ! 
that it ought to be left to the choice of the person 


wishing to get a packet registered, whether he should 


ae get it insured or not. .t does not appear that such 
compulsion is exercised in other Post Offices, since the Hitechchhu has received 


several registered packets containing currency notes, money orders, transfer — 


receipts, postage stamps, &c., without their being insured. If the Ahmedabad 
Post Office has received special orders to exercise this compulsion, it should 
inform the Hitechchhu aecordingly, which will publish them for the benefit of 
the public and save it from inconvenience and loss. The attention of the 
authorities concerned is requested to the subject. 


The Bombay Samdchar (48) of the 15th J une, but received on the 17th, 


Requests the attention of 
the Railway Conference, 
which is to meet in November 
next, to certain defects of the 
railways, and prays it to 
Suggest means for their 
removal. 


the days of the famine, would not have come before it. So far the delay in the 
convention of the meetin 
rities had confidence that the railways would in times of necessity carry to the 
famine-stricken districts a sufficient quantity of corn, and relieve the suffering 
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a 


. Samdchdr observes that had the Conference then met 


g has been advan 


requests the attention of the Railway Conference which 
is to meet in November next, to certain defects of the 
railways. After stating that the Conference was to 
meet in 1876, but the famine in Southern India which 
continued for nearly two years deferred its meeting, the 
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the defects of the railways which have come to light in 


us. Before this famine the autho- 


PEE a RE Dee CRO Bi ea be 
5 S SUR Dae ee 4 ° 4 Zt 
=o ES SOE ES ae fares lar, 45) 4 i Em Su Bae 3 : 
AP aie Pres ra p- aaey 
we Ie 2 OE oe Lea tt aE 
y re He: 


fe ok oe ine Ge 


eee ee 


Rain aa 


CM Ver A ce ARC AR ile Me e+ 


an 


7 


people from the miseries attendant ona scarcity of food. But the last famine has 
roved that the railways could not do this work completely, and there were many 
defects in the little work they did. Large quantities of corn were damaged 
by the weather or by water, and a deal was stolen. The railways could 
not prevent these things. Some of the railway officials have been recently 
discovered to have acted dishonestly. ‘T'o these defects the Conference should 
direct its attention and suggest means for theircure. = = = | . 


The same of the 19th June, says that an Anglo-Indian paper states that an 


Says that if an arrange. #Tangement has been made b > which European credi-. 


“ment has been made for the tors having claims against independent Native Chiefs 
recovery of the money of and Princes whom they cannot sue in a civil court, 


pedi yeah Chi sang a Awe can recover their money. They are to lay their 
epen : : ; 
a ts cannot be sued ina civil cl2ims before the (Foreign) Secretary to the Govern- 


court, the native creditors of ment (of India), who is to enquire into them, and, if 


those Princes should also be he finds the demand just, is to compel the debtors to 
brought under that arrange- gatisfy the claims. It is in the first place inexplicable 
aces : why the civil courts should not have jurisdiction to 
compel independent Princes and Chiefs to pay theirjust debts. However, since 
they have no such power, an arrangement like the above, if itis really made, is 
highly commendable. It should, however, be made applicable to the native 
creditors also of these Chiefs and Princes, and the Samdchdr hopes Government 
will do accordingly. 


The Rdst Goftér (46) of the 16th June, in a leader, headed, ‘ The Surat, 
Police—Who is Motildl ?’ Complains that Mr. Motilal, 


Complains that Mr. Motil4l, the Inspector of Police of the town of Surat, disregards 


the Inspector of Police at 


Secck Ge ities berhnnes on the orders of a Court of justice, disgraces the prisoners— 


the two native Editorsandthe ‘He two native Editors and the Wakil of Surat, whose © 


Wakil whose case is undergo- case is undergoing an enquiry before Mr. Lely, and 
ing enquiry before Mr. Lely, gives cause for the creation of panic among the people 
and pr aasgger his .i. (o that town. The Rédst Goftér observes that though 
ak ck Gras Peto the charge brought against the two native Editors 
that it may go on quietly and and the Wakil is only that of inciting an ordinary 
that the people may have affray, and though the accused are respectable persons, 
seuth in Ste jriatice. Mr. Motilal disgraced them by putting hand-cuffs on 
: them and making them walk in that condition through 
the streets. After noticing the prohibition made by Mr. Lely against treating 
the prisoners thus, and Mr. Motildl’s acting contrary to it, and the remarks 
made by Mr. Lely in Court condemning this conduct of the Police Inspector, 
the Rast Goftér makes a few observations denunciatory of his acts, and observes 
that the replies given by him to questions asked him by the Magistrate, prove 
that he bears enmity to the prisoners, and it is this feeling of his that leads him 
to treat them with more than ordinary harshness. This harshness of his has 
raised a loud complaint in Surat, and has made the Surtis give their sympathy 
to the accused. It also so far affects the justice dealt by Government, that 
ignorant and simple people mistakenly think that the harshness is practised by 
its order, and, consequently, blame a court of justice. The Rdst Goftér, there- 
fore, requests Government to give its attention to the suggestion made by Mr. 
Pirozshéh Mehetd, the Advocate for the defence, that Government should 
suspend Mr. Motildl from his office, and keep him aloof from the enquiry that it 
may go on with due quietness, and that the people may have confidence in it. 
The Rast Goftér also asks the question what are the antecedents of this Police 
officer? Will any body tell them? There are various rumours prevailing 
about him among the people of Surat; andifhalf of them are true, he should 
not be allowed to remain at his post for one moment longer. But it does not 
want to believe such groundless rumours nor does it do so; it wants trustworthy 
information about his antecedents. | 
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The Yajdén Parast (8) of the 16th June, notices the recommendation 
made by the Bombay Gazette and the Englishman to 
_ Hopes that Government the British Government to get the armies in the 
will not Listen te Foomm, service of the Native States disbanded. It speaks of 
Gasette and the Englishman the deep gratitude fell by the natives of this country 
to get the armies kept by to the British Government for its relieving them from 
Native Princes disbanded. = tho misrule and anarchy which once prevailed in this 
land; of the country being made by it to take a start on the rood to civilization 
and progress ; of the natives feeling and appreciating these benefits; of their 
feeling that it is. their duty to themselves and to their rulers to act loyally 
towards them, &c. It also alludes to the telegraphic news that Colonel Malle- 
son in his lecture recently given in London, has shown the impropriety of 
interfering with the armies of Native States, and to the thanks conveyed by 
Her Imperial Majesty to the Native Princes who have offered their armies for 
service in the probable European war, and observes it hopes that these things 
will induce the British Government not to listen to the recommendation of the 
Gazette and the Englishman, and thereby to throw in an indirect way the 
stain of disloyalty on the Native Princes who do not deserve it. 


The same states, in a paragraph that the Deputy Commissioner of Customs 
a (of Bombay) has issued an order to his subordinates 
oh eee eoenline ium js. ~° 2low opium-dealers to take away from the Customs 
sued by the Deputy Commis- godown either the whole or half a case of a but 
sioner of Customs, Bombay, not less than the latter quantity. This order is ap- 
_ and requests to it the atten- parently an awkward one, since opium is sold b 
oe hs Mr. O'Connor, who samples and the dealers cannot afford to suffer the loss 
as been deputed by the | : 
Government of India to make Of a large sum by removing a whole or half a case for 
enquiries into the arrange- a sample. The Parast requests to this matter the 
ments of the Customs House attention of Mr. O’Connor who has been deputed by 
denne § , the Government of India to make enquiries into the 
arrangements of the Customs House at Bombay. : 


» 


Despatch of the Government of India for the reduction of the Armies of Native States. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 16th June, returns to a further consideration 
of the Despatch of the Government of India for the 
Further remarks on the reduction of the armies of Native States. Most of the 
Despatch for the reduction observations made by it have already appeared in 
of the armies of Native . : . 
Ri several of its contemporaries and have been noticed at 
some length in previous summaries, and, therefore, 
need no further notice here. It also alludes to the treaties entered into by 
the British Government with the Native Princes, and observes that a consider- 
ation of them shows that these Princes have not acted in a way which makes 
it desirable that Government should reduce their armies. Again on the assump- 
tion of the direct rule of this country by Her Most Gracious Majesty the 
Queen in 1858, a promise was given that the relation between Her Majesty’s 
Government would be maintained in accordance with these treaties, The 
Opinion further observes that a portion of the armies of the Native Princes ma 
be employed in British territories. If this is done Government will be able to 
curtail a little its military expenses, and, thereby, to afford some relief to its 
own subjects in the matter of the heavy taxation imposed upon them. In 
conclusion, the Opinion hopes Government will not reduce the armies of the 
Native Princes from which it need entertain no fear, as they are quite worth- 


less and as their reduction will dissatisfy the Princes. (The Arunodaya (12) of 


the same date makes somewhat similar remarks). 


The Dnyan Prakésh (3) of the 20th June, in giving the substance of the | 


: ge Despatch of the Government of India forthe reduc- 
De ge ave ence 1 Be tion of the armies of Native States as published by 
of India for the reduction of the Englshman, and in noticing the reply of the 
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the armies of Native States, 
does not believe it to be ge- 
nuine, and requests Govern- 
ment to contradict it and 
remove the fears causelessly 
created by it in the minds of 

the ignorant classes. 


- made from time to time 


Under hag ag ‘of State for India to a question put 
in the 


to him ouse of Commons, that Government 
has no intention of interfering with these armies, 


observes that the reply of the Under Secretary throws 
much doubt upon the genuineness of the Despatch. 


Moreover, the Dnydn Prakdésh cannot believe that 


Government will treat as waste-paper the. treaties 


with the Native Chiefs and Princes, and ignore the 


rights obtained by them through those treaties for the maintenance of their 
respective armies. Besides this, Government has given assurances to them 


more than once that it will not violate these treaties. 


The Dnydn Prakash, 


therefore, earnestly requests Government to contradict the alleged Despatch, 


and thereby to remove the fear causelessl 
(The Dnydn Sdgar (31) and the Belgaum Samdéchdr (14) of 


ignorant classes. 


created by it in the minds of the 


the 17th June, express somewhat similar sentiments). 


A few observations on the 
‘ Despatch of the Government 
of India for the reduction of 
the armies in the service of 
Native Princes. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 12th June, but re- 
ceived on the 16th, makes observations on this Des- 
patch similar to those made by the Indu Prakash (1) 
of the 8rd instant, and noticed at some length in the 
summary for that week. 


Mumieipalities. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 16th June, states that there are no Municipal 


Requests the Municipality 
of Sholapur to light the road 
between that town and its 
Sudder Bazar, as well as the 
peths outside the town. 


lights on the road connecting the town of Sholdpur 
with the Sudder Bazar. On dark nights persons 
going over it experience much fear and annoyance in 
the absence of any lights. There are also no Munici- 
pal lights in the peths outside the town, and the resi- 


dents thereof complain severely about this inattention to their convenience. 
The writer requests the Corporation to supply lights to both these quarters. 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 13th June, but received on the 


Complains that notwith- 
standing the decision of the 
High Court that the Muni- 
cipality of Ahmedabad has 
no authority to compel owners 
of houses to destroy their 
underground privies, it has 
re-commenced that work. 


16th, states that the Subordinate Judge of Ahmeda- 
bad gave a decision that the Municipality had no legal 
authority to compel owners of houses to destroy their 
underground privies. . This decision was confirmed on 
appeal by the High Court, which has laid down that 
even Government has no power to order their destruc- 
tion. Notwithstanding this legal decision, the Muni- 
cipality has re-commenced the work of destroying the 


underground privies. It has laid complaints against the owners of several of 


them before the Honorary 


Magistrate. The Hitechchhu gives an instance in 


which the Municipality itself has destroyed an underground privy belonging to a 


private person. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 17th June, dces not think that the 


Does not think that the 
new hospital sanctioned by 
the Town Council of Bombay 
will decrease the high death- 
rate prevailing in that city. 


Kumbhérwédé 79 , eC. 


establishment of an hospital by the Municipality of 
Bombay will reduce the death-rate of that city which 
has considerably increased since the last two years. 
The average death-rate of the island is 52 per thousand ; 
but in some parts of it the rate of mortality is con- 
siderably higher. For instance, in Dungri it is 96, in 


It was expected that when the attention of the Town 


Council was drawn to this high rate of mortality, it would bring to light some 
cause or causes of it worth knowing, and would lead. tothe adoption of some 
effective measures for its reduction ; but nothing of the kind has happened. The 
Town Council has sanctioned after consulting the Municipal Commissioner and 
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the Health Department, an hospital at a yearly cost of Rs. 15,000, and. this 
institution is to last until more water is brought into, Bombay and a drainage 
system is provided for it, when they expecta decrease in the mortality. Bom- 
bay enjoys the same conveniences as regards water and drainage as it enjoyed 
ten years ago, and its population is at the present day three-fourths of what it 
then was, while the great increase in the mortality of the island has taken place 
during the last two years only. Hence the existing supply of water and arrange- 
‘ment of drains do not appear to be the cause of the high death-rate. The 
sanctioned hospital will not decrease this rate. It will, however, afford some. 
convenience to the poor people for whom the existing hospitals do not possess 
sufficient accommodation. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (45) of the 18th June, enter- 
tains the same opinion'about this hospital. It says that the Council should enquire 
into the causes of the unhealthiness of the town, and if it does so, it will find 
that the supply of Vehar water is one of the causes of it. Even to the naked 
eye the water appears foul and mixed with rotten vegetable matter. The 
higher classes make use of it after filtering it, but the lower classes use it 
without any such process, and their health suffers therefrom. The enquiry 
would not fail to bring to light other causes, and at the same time, to suggest 
means to remove them.) 


Natwwe States. 


A correspondent of the Rdst Goftér (46) of the 16th June, also complains 
iain: ake that the ryots of the Kadi Prdant of the Gdekw4di State 
ouseh cieniaa nig ke frequently suffer from highwaymen, who have become 
robberies in Kadi Prént of the 80 daring as to plunder travellers in open daylight. 
Géikwadi State, and asks the He gives two recent instances of highway robbery. 
dba hey Baroda to put About twenty days ago some Bohrds accompanied. bY 
hand. Weve Wn ANOS tag guides (watchmen ?) left Kadi for Ahmedabad. 
On the road some robbers attacked them. They (the 

highwaymen) killed one of the watchmen, wounded the other and plundered 
the Bohrés. Again, three days ago some mounted highwaymen plundered a 
dealer of Kadi, who had gone to purchase some cotton to the village of Khawar 
of the Kadi Prdnt. The writer prays Sir T. Mdédhawardéw to adopt strong 


measures to put down the evil of highway robberies effectually. 7 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 25th June 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakash (1) of the 24th June, in noticing the famine prevailing in 


Compares the conduct of 
the Chinese authorities to- 
wards their famine-stricken 
subjects, with that of the 
- British Indian authorities in 
the last famine. 


China, observes that itis necessary to mention shortly 
the means adopted by the authorities of that country 
to mitigate the distress of its people, and the sorrow 
felt by its Emperor for this sad condition of his subjects, 
in order to enable the reader to know the difference 
between the conduct of those authorities and that of the 


authorities of the British Indian Government during the last famine. The latter 
Government made great exertions for a year and a half, and saved a good num- 
ber of its subjects from falling victims to the famine. But, as the authorities 
are of a different race from their subjects, they could not understand fully what 
miseries the latter suffered, what difficulties they experienced in deriving any 
benefit from relief works or relief houses. Moreover, it was not right to refuse eg 
admission to famine-stricken people to relief works, if they had a few trinkets of a Se 
trifling value. After describing the measures adopted by the Chinese Government 4 
for the relief of its subjects, the Indu Prakash observes that they show how much 

difference there is between the conduct of the Chinese authorities and that of 

the British Indian Government. While the people here were suffering from 

scarcity, some officers of the Government of India amused themselves with balls _ 
and feasts at Simla. The cause of this seems to be the backwardness of Gov- 

ernment to make itself acquainted with the condition and real wants of the 

people. 


The same differs from the opinion of the Honorable Mr. T. C. Hope, ex- 


Differs from the opinion 
entertained by the Honorable 
Mr. T. C. Hope, that a Judi- 
cial Member is not required 
in the Supreme and Presi- 
dential Executive Councils. 


pressed in a book recently written by him, that no 
Judicial Member need be appointed in the Executive 
Councils ofthe Supreme or the Presidential Govern- 
ments. Though the Indu Prakdsh does not know the 
reasons advanced in its support, it observes that this 


Opinion seems to be in accordance with the wishes of 
the present administration, as the authorities are inclined to lessen as much as 
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they can the power of the judicial officers and to increase that of the executive ' 
officials. Mr. Hope is a Revenue Officer and dislikes the Judicial Department a : 


little, as may be seen from his speeches in support of the Revenue. Jurisdiction | 
Bill. Though it has not been customary to appoint a Judicial Member in the | 
Supreme and the Madras Executive Councils, such a Member has long been 
appointed in the Bombay Council, and it isa good arrangement. Cases which. 
do not go to a court of justice, and appeals against the civil and criminal de- 
cisions of political officers frequently come before it, and to decide them, an oa 
officer of long experience in the Judicial Department is necessary; and hence ; i 
a Judicial Member is required in this Council. : : 

| 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 23rd June, in noticing the appointment of 
the Famine Commission, observes that its main ob- 
Points out the great desir- jects are, firstly, to suggest means for preventing 
aety of the Famine Com- ‘famines, and, secondly, to devise measures which 
isslon ascertaining the num- ae : : : 
ber of deaths which occurreq WOuld mitigate the evils proceeding from their ap- 
in the late famine in the pearance. As for its first object, though it is notin 
Bombay Presidency. human power to prevent these calamities, still human 
foresight and labor can do much to protect human 
beings from their miseries; and the Opinion wishes success to the labors of the 
ommission in this direction. As for the Commission’s second object, the 7 
Opinion has doubts of its success in securing it. To devise appropriate measures gis 
for mitigating the evils proceeding from famines, itis necessary that an enquiry Ee 
should be made as to the measures adopted in previous similar calamities, and 4 
the results produced by'them. But it seems that the Secretary of State for _ 
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India is of opinion that there is no use in ascertaining those results; nor is there 
any explicit order to the Commission in the Government Resolution on the 
i ect, to ascertain the number of deaths which occurred in the recent Madras 
a Bombay famines. Hence it seems that the Commission. will make no 
enquiries about these deaths. And if it does not, it is questionable how far it 
will be able to accomplish its second object effectually. If'past experience: is 
not utilised, the authorities will be at aloss to adopt appropriate measures in 
times of future calamities. The Opinion then alludes to the popular belief that 
considering the efforts made by Government to relieve the miseries of the famine- 
stricken people, there was a large number of deaths; to the reports which ap- 


eared in newspapers about their miseries when the famine was raging; to the . 


information collected by the Agent of the Deccan and Khandesh Relief Fund 
Committee ; and, lastly, to the particulars gathered by Dr. Macdonald as regards 
some of the villages of the Sholépur Zillah, which suffered from the late famine, 
and observes, that they prove that a good number of people died from that 
calamity. There is a good ground for saying that the relief afforded by 
Government was either not sufficient, or that it was not properly dealt out. To 
ascertain the truth in this case it is necessary that the Commission should 
ascertain the number of deaths caused by the calamity. 


A correspondent of the Duydn Prakdsh (8) of the 27th June, writing from 


__ Indépur under*date the 22nd instant, after briefly 
ee Poa vaehgtee tg alluding to the miseries suffered by the people in the 
ie et sicke, famine of 1876, to the partial failure of the rabi crops 
ing in the Indapur Taluka, ~ : : ; ae i 
the land assessment for the in 1877, to the high prices of re prevailing at the 
8 


past year is being recovered present time, and the great distress suffered by the 
by attaching the movable and 


aka racacie of te pore and to the outbreak of cholera in the Inddépur 
ryote. winriilind aluka, observes that there is little hope of Govern- 
ment affording help to the people in these frightful 
days ; and yet the work of attaching movable property and putting up to auc- 
tion the lands of the ryots in order to recover the land assessment of last year, 
goes on unceasingly. He also states that great distress prevails in the i 
and that the Deccan and Khandesh Relief Fund Committee has given some 
help, from which the lame, the blind, and the sickly are daily fed. 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 20th June, disapproves of the order issued 
by the Government of Bombay to the different Mu- 
_ Disapproves of the order nicipalities, to frame rules for preventing accidents 
— by Government tothe taking place in theatres, and to obtain its sanction to 
rent Municipalities to . . 4 . 

frame rules for preventing them. It is also said, observes the Mitra, that after 
accidents in theatres, and to the abovementioned order comes into force, a rule is 
obtain its sanction to them. = to be made that no theatrical performance should take 
place without the sanction of the Municipality within 

whose territorial limits it is to perform. Thus the Municipalities: are to have 
authority over such performances, in addition to that possessed by the Police. 
In short, there is no.trade nor profession, which can be followed without the 
ermission of Government. There is no rule as to what matters should be legis- 
ated upon and what not, and hence the laws and rules which are enacted cause 
much annoyance to the people. Government ought not to interfere in such 
trifling matters as theatrical performances, as the accident at Ahmednagar was 
the first of its kind, and accidents will occur, if ordained by God, in spite of all 


precautions. Why does not Goverpment direct its attention to the frightful 
accidents which frequently occur on railways ? | 


A correspondent of the same requests the Collector of Satara to transfer 
the village of Samdoli from the jurisdiction of the 
Prays the Collector of Sa. Walwa Taluka to that of the Tdsgaon Taluka. He 


tara to transfer the village of says that this village is situated at the southern 
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Samdoli from the Walwato extremity of the former taluka, and is about 22 miles . 


the Tasgaon Taluka, for rea- from its Sudder Station. Consequently, the villagers 
ine suffer great inconvenience going to and ionmigar 
from it uka, the villagers wi 


also. 


A correspondent of the Dnydnodaya (8) of the 27th June, writing from 
Béarsi, states that the poor people of that taluka are 
States that great distress again getting weak and lean in consequence of the 
prevails in the Baresi Taluka ‘high prices of grain. He-saw a young man lying 
fod SSS. on the road to Dh&nora, and a woman and her 
two children so weak as scarcely to be able to walk. 
The poor peowe maintained themselves with great difficulty so long as the 
reaping and thrashing operations were going on in the fields. Now they have 
no work and roam about suffering from starvation. Their sufferings excite 
pity. The writer requests Government and the rich people to start works for 
maintaining these people until the kharif crops are ready for the scythe. The 
lower classes are as much distressed as they were last year. 


The Kiran (9) of the 23rd June, in a long rambling leader, headed, ‘* The 
concern felt for India by Englishmen, and their praise- 
Revives the old complaint worthy acts in regard to it,” revives the old complaint 
of the vernacular press, that of the vernacular press, that the English rulers exhibit 
ro _ English rulers exhibit their anxious concern for the welfare of this country 
eir concern for the welfare 2 
of this country more by More by words than by acts. It bestows high en- 
words than by deeds. comiums on the British Government for its great 
solicitude for the welfare of this country. Such just 
and impartial rulers India never had before, and it is by her great good luck 
that she is in their hands, Every where in England questions relating to her 
improvement and welfare are discussed with heartfelt solicitude. However, 
were this great concern exhibited in acts to the same extent as it 1s expressed 
in words, the people of India would feel a thousand times more grateful to 
England than they feel now. It seems Englishmen wish to express their con- 
cern by kind words only. It would have been better had they shown it by 
acts like those performed by the Emperor of China during the famine-stricken 
condition of his subjects. Her Imperial Majesty need not have acted exactl 
like the Chinese Emperor by curtailing Her table expenses; but She could have 
curtailed Her other expenses, and had these savings been sent to relieve the 
distress of Her Indian subjects, it would have befjtted Royalty more than Her 
sending ten thousand rupees only. The people of this country are very mild. 
This good quality of theirs may be well seen by comparing the riot at Surat 
with the disturbances committed by the workmen in the cotton manufactories 
of Blackburn in Lancashire. The Surtis ran away when the authorities fired 
upon them and wounded some of them with swords, while the Lancashire 
workmen threw stones and brickbats at the authorities, while they tried to 
pacify them by words. It is a great good fortune of this country that its rulers 
exhibit so much a concern for the good of such meek people. owerer if they 
showed it in acts, as obsérved above, to the same extent as they express it in 
words, the country would attain the highest prosperity. Ifthe Hindus blame 
them for this defect, they will not, it is hoped, find, fault with them. — In con- 
-_¢lusion, the Kiran prays them to exhibit by acts the praiseworthy concern they 


feel -* the welfare of this country, to the same extent as they express it in 
‘words, 
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the 24th June, also makes the complaint that 

ialism is to be seen in the administration of 

dia. ‘The remarks and observations made by it 

2 are almost the same as those which appeared on the 

and gives some instances in. Same subject in the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 17th in- 

support of the complaint. stant, and were noticed at some length in the last 
Ete weekly summary. . ; 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 21st June, but received on the 23rd, thinks that © 

me Government has become more severe to the people of 

_ Thinks that greater sever- Surat for their committing a disturbance in connec- 
wd ” hag ehegg feat ch 2908 tion with the license-tax, than it was on similar occa- 
Pith the recent riot in that ions beforethis. The Surtis did not make the disturb- 
town, than that exhibited in ance purposely and to show opposition to Government. 
previous similar cases. They wanted to obtain redress from the strict proceed- 
’ ings of the collectors of information in connection with 

_ obtaining information for imposing the license-tax, and in their attempt to get 
it the disturbance arose. Yet, compared with the merciful conduct of Govern- 
ment in regard to the (agrarian) disturbances at Supa and other places, and to 
the late Bombay riots, the conduct adopted towards the Surtis appears very 
severe. After putting down the disturbance, and after heavily punishing 
several persons found to have taken a part in it, prosecutions have been insti- 
tuted against persons who were not likely to mix in the disturbance. The 
occurrences taking place at Surat evidently proceed more from spite than any 
thing else. The Shiwdji here refers to the bringing of Mr. Gajdnan Withal to 
Surat to make enquiries in connection with the riot, who, it says, has involved 
persons most unlikely to mix in the disturbance or to incite it; to the alleged 
prejudice against them entertained by Mr. Lely, the trying Magistrate ; and to 
the Police putting hand-cuffs upon them,—matters which have been commented 


upon by several vernacular papers and noticed more fully in some of the pre- 
vious Summaries. | 


The Kashta Wildsani (28) of the 25th June, has a leader, headed, ** A good 
: _. time is coming,” written in its usual involved style 
Sentiments on the question nd incoherent reasoning. In a consideration of the 
when will the condition of : : o) : 
India improve ? question when will the unpropitious planets of India 
cease P Persons of mature thought say that it is diffi- 
cult for the country to be happy until the people of it commit extremely evil 
acts and show their great sinfulness; that it will not be prosperous until tell- 
tales create dissatisfaction between the rulers and the ruled ; that when all cows 
are butchered and not a single one is remaining, then God will take pity on 
this country; and that He will take compassion when more taxes than the 
existing ones, which slowly sap the health of the people, are imposed and 
(people) die in great agonies. It-is a good sign that the followers of the three 
religions (of this country) disregard the precepts of their respective scrip- 
tures. The Wildsini gives story of the king Rdwan, that so long as he 
acted sain legg nothing went wrong with him, but when he began commit- 
ting tyrannies, his subjects said, that he would be destroyed only when the 
measure of his sin was full, and then they would be relieved from their miseries. 
“ A similar state is being arrived at at the present time.” Different kinds of 
articles are produced in Yndia. Some years ago different kinds of corn were 
sold at eight, ten and twenty pdilis for arupee. They are now sold at five, 
seven and tenshersfora rupee. The produce of the country has not lessened— 
it has increased ; but it is exported to foreign countries and a scarcity is created 
thereby. The cultivators of land work for eight months and raise a crop. 
When the corn arrives at maturity their creditors come and remove it, ‘leaving 
very little for their maintenance. Similarly, large quantities of corn are ex- 
ported to foreign countries, and a scarcity. of it is created here. Will not 
abundance return if the British Government does like Sindid, the Raja ‘of 
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‘Jawhér and other Native Princes, and prohibit the export of corn from India? 


ple cannot be learnt by hearsay. A 


“The real poverty of the 
sayins thet all a ehetilan af the 


poor, the hideous income-tax is standing be- 


fore them, and the Municipality is reeommended to increase the duty on corn 
py half its former amount, and the duty levied on pretty English articles is 


abolished. There is no protection to cows, bullocks and buffaloes. Conse- 

uently the cultivation of land is hampered, and the health of pd ne suffers 
‘ices a scarcity of milk, ghee and other substantial food. The Wiidsini regrets 
to see that the right of newspapers to point out defects in the administration 
has been much circumscribed. India has been made now-a-days to suffer wrongs 


to the 


without being able to raise a complaint about them, by Bagging her mouth. 


Referring to the statement put forward by authority that In 
to bear the expenses of the expeditionary force sent from India to Malta, the | 


Wildsini states that it has heard a report to the contrary. But whatever hap- 
ns must be considered as for the best. Will the end of misfortunes come 


without praying to God ? 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 21st June, but received on the 23rd, ob- 


Asserts that the informa- 
tion about the famine-stricken 
rovinces collected by Dr. 

acdonald is not trustworthy, 
and requests His Excellency 
the Governor to appoint a 
mixed Commission of Euro- 
peans and natives to collect 
real information about these 
provinces. — 


serves that there is little meaning in the information 
collected by Dr. Macdonald in the famine-stricken 
districts as contradicting that gathered by Mr. Dewal 
(the native Agent of the Deccan and Khandesh Relief 
Fund Committee). The condition of the unfortunate 
people of these districts is frightful, and agrees with 
the accounts given by the latter gentleman. The 
former gentleman says that these people subsist upon 
maka or Indian corn, &c. But this appears on good 
authority to be untrue. The people are suffering 


ia will not have’ 


from a scarcity of food as well as of water, and how can they raise the Indian 
corn? He also speaks of not coming across any persons suffering from fever. 
Information contradicting this also can be had. The Mitra requests His 


Excellency the Governor to appoint a Commission of European and native 
gentlemen to collect trustworthy information about these districts. 


The Jame Jamsed (44) of the 26th June, notices the reply given by His 


Does not approve of the 
rmission given by His Ex- 
cellency the Viceroy to the 
natives to enlist themselves 
in European Volunteer Corps. 


Excellency the Viceroy to the Memorial from Mr. 
Kawasji Dordbji asking permission for the Parsis to 
enlist themselves in a Volunteer Corps, that His Excel- 
lency has no objection to allow all natives to enlist 
themselves in European Volunteer Corps under cer- 


} tain conditions, observes that this reply is in no way. 
gratifying. Though it is said that the breach which existed between Europeans 
and natives no longer exists, yet actually it has not become less, but has on 
the contrary, widened. Europeans do not like to admit the natives amon 
them in any concern ; and in accordance with this desire, they have name 
their Volunteer Corps, “‘ the European Volunteer Corps.” If the natives try 
to enter this Corps, they will oppose their doing so. If in submission to the 
orders of the Government of India no opposition is made, still their admission 
would be unwillingly permitted by the Europeans, and may give rise to unplea- 
sant occurrences between the two classes of the Volunteers. Hence it is better 
that natives should not enlist themselves in that Corps.. They should enter it 
when the Europeans willingly call them into it, and are prepared to give them 
the rights which they themselves enjoy. (The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 
same date considers the reply very gratifying. It, however, notices the fear 
expressed by the Bombay Gazette that if natives are admitted into the European 
Volunteer Corps of Bombay it may break up. If the European Volunteers 
_ themselves entertain such a fear, it does not fcblitns them to do so, since they 


have admitted among them East Indians and Portuguese, and ought to have 
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[he Rést Goftér (46) of the 23rd June, in a short leader, entitled, “ Work 


e for Mr. Lethbridge,” in noticing the presentation to 
Requests Mr. Lethbridge to Parliament by the Honorable Mr. Gladstone of the 
te articles which appear in Poona and Calcutta petitions against the new Verna- 


“the vernacular papers, instead Ctilar Press Act of the Government of India, observes — 


of the incomplete ones which that an important part of the latter document concerns 
ou tg official weekly the translations of the articles which appear in the 
ae tai: to native Editora. Vernacular papers, made by the Reporter on the Ver- 
nacular Papers, and placed every week before Gov- 
ernment. On examining the 150 “seditious extracts” from the .vernacular 
papers published with the new Press Act, it seems that Government hds been 
misled by the official translations into enacting the new law. The Calcutta 
etition shows that these translations are incomplete, erroneous and defective, 
giving translations of the entire original articles. It also raises another 
complaint that the official weekly reports upon the vernacular papers are kept 
secret from the native Editors. Thus, these Editors remained in the dark up 
to the last about the translations on the strength of which they have been 
charged with disloyalty. After : ohm a paragraph from the Calcutta petition 
making the above complaints, and after thanking Mr. Lethbridge for obtaining 
for the native press the same concession as enjoyed by the Anglo-Indian pa 
in regard to telegrams intended for publication by the press, the Rdst Goftdr 
requests the Press Commissioner to get translations made of the entire articles 


which appear in the vernacular papers in place of the incomplete ones, which 
appear in the weekly official reports, and to send copies of them to the native 
Editors. It thinks this arrangement will be advantageous to Government. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 21st June, but received on the 23rd, states 


States that in the Mérwari 
Bazar at Bombay speculations 
on the fall of rain are made 
at night to the disturbance of 
the neighbourhood, and re- 
quests the police to prohibit 
these gambling transactions. 


that like last year persons meet together at night in 
the Marwari Bazar, in Bombay, and make speculations 
on the fall of rain. In making these gambling trans- 
actions they create so great a noise as to disturb the 
people of the neighbourhood from their sleep. The 
~~. sons of respectable merchants join in these 
speculations and are led astray. The Kdsid requests 


the police to put down this gambling at once. 
The Guzerat Samdchaér (59) of the 22nd June, but received on the 24th, 


States that a widow of the 
Nagar Baniyd caste residing 
in Balaji’s Street in Surat 
8 recently procured abor- 

n. 


states that about four days ago a widow of the Nagar 
Baniyé caste residing in Bél4ji’s Street, in the town of 
Surat, procured abortion. It excuses her from ex- 
posure this time, and threatens to publish her name, if 


she becomes pregnant by illicit intercourse a second 
time. 


The Nyéya Prakdsh (60) of the 24th June, also expresses its disapproval of 


Disapproves of the decision 
of the Home Government not 
to decide the question of the 
restoration of the Berars un- 
til the young Nizam attains 
majority. 


the decision of the Cabinet Council, not to decide the 

uestion of the restoration of the Berars to the Hy- 

rabad Government, until the young Nizam attains 
maj vagy The Nydya Prakdsh does not see that there 
is any difficulty in restoring the Province, and hopes 
His Excellency Lord Lytton, who has wisely admi- 
nistered this country, will consider this subject, and 


obtain the sanction of the Home Government to the restoration so long desired 


by Sir Salar Jang. 


The same, in noticing the on that two European officers assisted the 


Requests Government to 
ascertain the truth of the re- 
port that two. European off- 
cers, who assisted the Thane- 

4n P29—6 


Thanedér of Kothé, a town in Central India, in attack- 
ing some dacoits, who had come to plunder his trea- 
sury, and that ten dacoits were killed in the engage 


ae 


ment, observes that perhaps it is right that the officers 
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dar of Kothé,a town in Cen- 
_ tral India, in attacking some 
dacoits, allowed the sepoys of 
the Thanedar to cut down in 
their presence the dacoits, 
who threw down their arms 
and surrendered. | 


9 


fired upon and killed those who were running away. 
But how did they allow the sepoys of the Thanedar 
to cut down in their presence the five dacoits who 
threw down their arms and surrendered? Govern- 
ment is requested to enquire into this matter and place 


the real account before the public. 


A correspondent of the Swadesh Mangal (61) of the 18th June, but received. 


States that the Master of 
the Urdu School at Broach 
conducts himself immorally, 
and requests the Educational 
authorities to take due notice 
of his conduct, 


on the 23rd, observes that Mr. Amir Alli, the Master. 
of the Urdu School No. 4, at Broach, is an immoral 
erson, and ought not to be allowed to remain any 
onger as a School-master, since he will set a bad 
example to the boys learning under him. He lately 
visited the house of a concubine during the day. 


_ While he was there, other paramours of the woman 
came, and they disgraced and drove him out of the house. Many persons of 
Broach have on two or three occasions sent petitions to the Educational autho- 
rities complaining against his conduct; but, strange to say, no notice of the 


complains has been apparently taken. In conclusion, the writer requests their 
attention to this subject. 


Municipalities. 


The Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 23rd June, after noticing, with  maegat 
the fund collected by subscription by the Collector of 


Makes a suggestion for 
preventing the guinea-worm 
disease, from which the 


people of the town of Dhar- 


war suffer. 


Dharwar to feed the poor people suffering from sick# 
ness, particularly from guinea-worm, in the town of 
Dharwar, observes that it will be far better if Mr. 
Elphinston will remove the cause which produces the 


latter disease. The people of this town know from 
long experience, that the use of the water of the tank produces guinea-worm, 
and that those who use the water of one of the wells in the neighbourhood do 
not get the disease, apparently because the water of the tank comes by filtra- 
tion into these wells. It will be well, therefore, to enlarge one of them, so as to 
contain a supply sufficient for the consumption of the whole town. About 
fifteen thousand rupees will be required to carry out this suggestion, and the 
same may be got from the Municipality. — 


The Rést Goftér (46) of the 23rd June, also expresses its disapproval of the 


sanction given by the Town Council of Bombay, to 
Disapproves of the sanction 


given by the Town Council of the establishment of a temporary hospital, as a means: 


Bombay for establishing a Of effecting a reduction in the high rate of mortality 
temporary hospitalasa means prevailing in that city. The Rdst Goftdr asserts that 
to lessen the high death-rate several thickly populated parts of the island are reek- 
27g lag Me , and ing with dirt if filth. But the highly paid European 
that object. o> Inspectors of the Health Department are very seldom 

seen to visit these parts, and, consequently, the dirt 
and filth are not removed. It was the duty of the Town Council to censure 
the Health Department for this state of things, to compel these Inspectors to 
do their duty more carefully, and to improve the machinery of that Depart- 


ment. Instead of taking these measures the Town Council has sanctioned a 
temporary hospital at an annual cost of Rs. 15,000. This act of the Council 


only provides for the cure and not for the prevention of diseases produced by 
the negligence of the Health Department. 


The same, in another leader, entitled, “ The encroachment in the Victoria 
. Garden,” er. ag of the reference to its legal 
Disapproves of the hesi. ®dvisers made by the Town Council of Bombay in 


tation shown. by the Town regard to the Masjid in the VictoriaGardens. For- 
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Council of Bombay to eject merly a great discussion took place on this question, 
summarily a ae ee fer and legal opinion on it was also obtained ; and yet the 
the Masjid “n the Victoria Council hesitates to adopt the recommendation of the 
Garden. Municipal Commissioner, to eject the representatives 
of the late Fakir from the garden, and to leave them 
to establish their right, if they have any, in a court of justice. The garden is 
public property, and the late Fakir could not establish his right to make a seat 
in it for himself. He was thereupon compelled to agree to pay a nominal rent | 
for the land occupied by him. This acknowledgment of the right of the Cor- i 
oration to exact rent, gives it power to ask the occupant, whenever it likes, to 
vacate the land, and the present is the appropriate time for doingso. However, | 
the Town Council hesitates to exercise the right of ejection, advancing the . a 
reason that its doing so would hurt the religious feelings of the Mahomedans. | 
This reason means in other words that the Council is afraid of them. The Rasé¢ 
Goftdr asserts that in the present question there is nothing to hurt the feelings | 
of these people, and the Council not only entertains a false fear, but by its i 
entertainment shows disrespect and does injury to the Mahomedan community | 
of Bombay. It is not less quiet and peace-loving than any other community, i 
and there is no want of wise; sensible and considerate persons in it. Hence 
those who show a fear of fanaticism on the part of these people in every question | 
relating to them, show a disrespect to them. The Council has not, therefore, | 
done well in not at once adopting the recommendation of the Municipal 
Commissioner. | 
The Kaside Mumbai (58) of the 24th June, says, that it is sorry to see that | 
a passion for race antipathy is showing itself, and that : : 
Highly disapproves of the sorrow and affliction have spread among the Mahome-”*® | 
animadversions made by the dans in consequence of Europeans and the Parsis i 
Bombay Gazette on questions haying withdrawn their kindness from them. In its 
regarding the Masjid in the . | : 
Victoria’ Garden and the issue of Thursday last, the Bombay Gazette contains 
Dargd of Bismill4 Séheb in an article about the Masjid in the Victoria Garden, 
Bombay, and the Dargé of Bismillaé Saheb, which is certain to 
excite the feelings of the Mahomedans, as it is sure to 
give rise to bad thoughts against them in the mind of every ignorant person. 
It not only hurts the feelings of the Mahomedans, but shows disrespect to mat- 
ters pertaining to their religion. But Government is bound to protect the 
religion of every caste, and it does justice in the discharge of this duty. The 
Gazette says that a Fakir became the owner of a piece of land in the Victoria 
Garden by permission of the Municipal authorities, and another permission was 
given him by the same authorities for building the Masjid. This representa- 
tion of the Gazette is wrong. The truth is, that the Fakir was the owner of the i 
land before the (Editor of the) Gazette and the Municipal Commissioner were 
born. He had to ask no permission from any body, since he had become owner i 
of it according to the laws made by Government. The authorities may have’. ' 
granted him permission to build the Masjid in return forsomeland. When the 
dispute about this building arose, the Municipal Commissioner made the condi- 
tion that a wall enclosing the Musjid be built, and a separate passage to the 
building be provided for. The wall has been built ; but no separate passage can 
be made, as the neighbouring land belongs to a Parsi who does not allow a 
passage through it. Ifa strip of land about four feet wide, from near the back 
door of the Garden, is given for the passage, there will be no more dispute and 
all parties will be satisfied. It does not become the intelligent and prudent 
Gazette to make such observations as it has made on the petition about the i 
Dargdé of Bismill4 Saheb. i 
Natwe States, q 


The Kiran (9) of the 23rd June, in a leader, headed, “ Disrespect to the 


Disapproves of the sugges. State of Travancore,” expresses its great disapproval 
tion said to have been made of the suggestion, said to have been made by the 
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by the Government of India Government of India, to Parliament a few days ago, 
Fa Seen. thet, that if the British Military authorities are entrusted 
tk he duty of enquiring With the duty of enquiring into crimes committed by 
into whatever crimes may be the soldiers in the service of the Native State of T'ra- 
committed by the soldiers of yancore, its army would improve, and the same would 
the ae > Reaper iverg: dang be beneficial to that State. “By the proposed arrange- 
S eatioh. © ment, observes the Kiran, the British Government 

seems intent upon making a new and “final arrange- 
ment” in regard to this State. It has been subjected to disrespect on several 
occasions. In 1873, the British Government took away from the Mahéraja 
the right of deciding civil and criminal cases in which the English residents 
of the State are interested. He protested against this deprivation of his 
regal rights, stating that the English settlers were allowed to settle in the 
State on the condition that it would decide their civil and criminal cases, 
and that the right of adjudicating upon their cases had been enjoyed by 
him hereditarily. The Parliament overlooked this argument, and deprived 
the Prince of his right. Since then the British Government has shown further 
disrespect to this State by committing acts of more or less importance. ‘Though 
it is quite just that the right of enquiry into offences committed by the soldiers 
of his army should ever remain with the Mahdrdaja, the British Government 1s 
not likely to give up finally the intention it has formed in this matter. ‘T’o 
prevent the Mahdrajé entertaining a suspicion about it, it may allow the carry- 
ing out of this intention to stand over for some time, as it did in the case of 
the right of adjudicating civil and criminal cases of English settlers of this 
State; but it is sure to carry it out when a suitable opportunity occurs. The 
proposed deprivation will not only do disrespect to the State, but will make 
the Prince in one way dependent on the British Military authorities. It is not 
beneficial to deprive him at this time of his independence in this matter. For, 
if he were to get disgusted with this conduct of the British Government towards 
him he might disband his army; and in that case Government would lose the 
assistance of so many troops in a war with Russia, though that assistance may 
not be very great. Were other Native Princes to follow the example of 
Travancore and disband their armies, the Government would have no military 
assistance from them at all. The Hindus would be agitated by hearing of the 
disbandment of this army, for they would feel that the British Government 
had lost the assistance of so many troops. In conclusion, the Kiran prays Par- 
liament not to adopt the suggestion made by the Government of India. 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 27th June, states that large numbers of 

famine-stricken people are collected at Baroda, and 

of ee eee ene that several of them have died from starvation. Some 

are collected in Baroda... + merchants of this town have made arrangements to 

feed a number of these distressed people, some of whom 

have sold their children for trifling sums! Many of these unfortunate people 
are also fed at the expense of the State in Motibdg. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 20th June, 
OT but received on the 23rd, in giving some news about 

Rat ss naa papaya the Taluka of Wdénkéner in Kattywar, states that 
Wankéner in Kattywar. Mulji and other Girdsids of Kankot have been thrown 
into prison without their being informed as to the 

nature of the crime with which they are charged. It is said that fetters are 
put upon them and that they are made to do labor. If this be true; it is 
certainly surprizing that they should be thus treated. The same writer observes 
that itis very shameful for this taluka that about one thousand of its ryots 
should go about begging in the Morbi taluka, in consequence of a scarcity of 
food in their own taluka, and that the Talukddr should do nothing for them. 
He states also that all the carpenters of the taluka are called upon to pay a 


hazarand of one thousand rupees, and are threatened with being driven away 


@ 
4 
7 , " . F 7 - 
> g . . 
ae 
* . 
P « 
. 
’ 
’ 
. 
t 
- . 
. 
‘ 
. 
= 
e . 
. ~ 
> 
‘ 
. 
. 
. eer 
, 
eo 
. 
° 
. 
. . 
-~ 
- 
: aa — y 
aS ek Pr! 
“ : « Fights 92: pee Bey 
> a Oe a COR Te Ss 
5 Pers UP eye 
; ; F Reet ee ee se 
; Na tas oe aaa Se ee ee eee ; . — 
ee sh tal _ . ° . 
ath Pee wee 
j nis 
ss a 
a ~~ . 
. fo ee: 
ia cai alii 
: | 
——— ——— <_< -— - #7 g > a ~ r 4 = = a. 


TITTTTTTITIVI LITT t tl | 


12 


from the taluka in case of their failing to make the payment. It is the duty of 
the Kérbhéri to prevent the infliction of this tyranny in such a time of scarcity 
as the present ; but it is to be regretted that he cannot do it. 


The Samsher Bahdédur (50) of the 19th J une, but received on the 23rd, in 


Revives the old complaint 
_of the press of Guzerat, that 
Nagars have occupied almost 
all offices in Native States, 
and are 2 source of great an- 
noyance to the subjects of 
those States, and requests the 
British Government to inter- 
fere in this matter and cure 
the evil. 


a leader, headed, ‘‘ The Négars in Kattywar,” revives 
the old complaint of the vernacular press of Guzerat, 
that large numbers of Ndgars are employed in the 
service of the Native States of Kattywar, and they 
employ their relations or caste people whenever 
vacancies, which are at their disposal, occur. The 
Samsher observes that the Nagars are spread all over 
Kattywar, and are employed in the service of most 


Native States. They are a great annoyance to the 
people. Confident of being provided with service by 
their relations or castemen, they are not afraid of committing crimes or becom- 
ing negligent in the discharge of their duties. They are the cause of the mis- 
management of Native States, of the infliction of harshness on their subjects, 
and of defects in the administration of justice. After this denunciation against 
the Ndgars in general, the Samsher blames Réw Bahadur Gowrishankar Ude- 
shankar, R&éw Béhadur Gokalji Jhdlé4 and other Nagar gentlemen of high posi- 
tion in the service of Native States, for employing their own castemen without 
caring whether or not they are fit for employment. It has heard that the 
Dewdn of Jundgarh has recently employed a relation of his, who was fined in 
the sum of twenty thousand koris. It asks him to dismiss the person from the 
service. It also requests the British Government to obtain statements, showing 
the different castes employed in the service of the Native States, and says that 
they will satisfy it, that the complaint made above is true. It is also told that 
unless it enforces in the Native States the rule it has made in its own adminis- 
tration, that many persons of one caste should not be employed in any office, 
the subjects of the Native States will not be relieved of their complaints. The 


Native Chiefs and Princes ought to do this; but they are mere puppets in the 
hands of the Nagars. 


The same contains a long communication from a correspondent at Juné- 
garh, which attempts to give a detailed reply to some, 


A detailed reply to the 
charges of mismanagement, 
&e., brought against the 
Junagarh administration b 
the Hitechchhu (41) of Ah- 
medabad in its issue of the 
6th instant. 


and short answers to other charges, brought against 
the administration of the Jundgarh State, particularly 
in regard to the highwayman Makrani Hattu and his 
band, in the fZitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the 6th 
instant, under the heading, ‘* Gdéikwadi (mismanage- 
ment) in the State of Jundgarh,” and noticed in the 


: summary for the week ending the 15th June. The 
writer asserts that both Colonel Anderson and Mr. Peile were satisfied with the 
administration of it, and made good reports about it to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, and that the ryots are quite satisfied and happy under the present 
administration. He gives the names of the comrades of the highwayman Hattu, 
who have been caught alive, as well as of the eleven men of his band who 
were killed in the Gir, and whose heads were cut off and brought to Jundgarh. 
He further states that two villages only were plundered by this band, and from 
seven others they took away some cooked provisions only ; and challenges the 


writer in the Hitechchhu to give more details about some other charges brought 
by him against the administration. : 


The same contains another communication from Pdliténa, the writer of 
_. which states that the Thdékor has apprehended several 
Complains of certain im- 


proper and unjust conduct of Persons who opposed the improper acts of his gare 
the Thakor of Péliténa. advisers in his absence. On a suspicion that Waki 
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connection with Mr. Shémrdaw (the late Kérbhdri?), he (the Thdkor) called the 
three to the Kacheri and gave them a severe beating. One of them made his 
escape and went and reported the matter to the officer in charge of the State. 
_’ The latter came, accompanied by the Doctor of Gogo and made some enquiries. 
_ The writer also states that the Thékor has done injustice to a comp 

named Welji, who accused one Jitmal Kuwarji of breach of trust, without insti- 
tuting a regular enquiry into the case, - | 


Another correspondent complains that the authorities of the Jundgarh 
State do not take due notice of complaints made 

Gives two instances of against influential Négars. He states that an influen- 
seer eigs Nonkench Bleto to tial person of this caste severely beat a female gardener. 


wards Nagars. imi 


She carried her complaint to the criminal authorities, - 
but they have taken no notice of it. Another N 
committed a theft of ornaments ina marriage party. They were found in his 
possession and he was apprehended and put into prison. He was, however, 
set at liberty after three or four days. 


> 
iscellaneous. 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kalddgi of the 23rd June, states that a swarm of 
locusts has made its appearance in the village of 


States that locusts have Kerkalmatti, in Taluka Baddmi. These insects have 
committed havock in the vil- 


a fieats3 destroyed the young crops. The ryots have ceased 
5 af Badd it in Te to sow any more lands from fear of their depreda- 
tions. 


ATMARAM V, PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 2nd July 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 1st July, thinks that the native i Laat of the 


Capo Railway Companies of this country receive bribes or 
Submits, for the consider- ¢ommit thefts, because, the salaries they receive are 
ation of the Railway Confer- 


- 


ence which is to be shortly 
held at Calcutta, suggestions 
for increasing the Pt of 
native employés of Railway 
Companies, making their ser- 
vice eligible for pension, &c. 


small compared to their responsible work, and because 
they have no hope of getting pensions at the close of 
long and meritorious service... Many station-masters, 


foremen, inspectors, loading-clerks and signallers 


receive salaries so small that it seems strange that 


_ they discharge their responsible duties without fre- 
quently inflicting loss on their employers. Again, the servants of the Railway 
Companies may be turned out of service at any time without any consideration 
for the length of time they have already served. Having no hope of getting 
pension at the end of their service, they must pay more attention than those 
who get pensions, to benefit themselves as much as they can while they are in 
service. Since Government punishes them for receiving bribes or for other 
faults as it does its own servants, itis but just that 1t should make the Com- 
panies give them the same advantages as are enjoyed by Government servants, 


viz., good salaries, service eligible for pension, and: leave of different sorts 


under the leave rules applicable to Government. servants. Government has 
guaranteed the interest payable to the share-holders of the Railway Companies, 
and has, therefore, a right to interfere and make the arrangements suggested 
above in the interests of those Companies. The above suggestions are proposed 


for the consideration of the Railway Conference which is to be shortly held at, 


Caleutta. | 


The same is glad that the British Government has given to His Highness 


Holkar a piece of territory in Khandesh, measuring 
Is glad that the British three hundred and sixty square miles. It is said, ob- 
Government has given toHis gorveg the Indu Prakdsh, that the land is given as a 
Highness the Holkar the } : Mee ; : 
piece of territory in Khandesh ™arkof grace to His Highness in commemoration of the 
claimed by him. assumption of the Imperial title by Her Majesty. But 
it seems that the land was his own and has been in dis- 
pute fora number of years, during which it has been in the hands of the British 
Government, which has seen at last that it has no right of any kind toit. Govern- 
ment has done justice in this case, and the Indu Prakdsh hopes it will do similar 
justice to other Native Princes, who have claims against it. -It makes also some 


remarks in condemnation of the sentiments expressed by the Bombay Gazette on 
this subject. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 18th June, states that on 
Requests Government to 


the work of the tank at Bhdédulwddi, in Taluka Indé4- 


order daily payment of wages 
to the laborers employed on 
the relief work at the village 
of Bhadulwadi, in Taluka In- 
dapur. 


‘nothing by them to live upon unti 


pur, started by Government for the relief of the dis- 
tressed ryots, fifteen hundred laborers are employed, 
and there is room for more laborers. Accordingly man 
distressed ryots have gone to the work, but have le 
it as they did not get their wages daily, and had 

shay were paid. ‘They have now gone to 


the ghaut side in search of work. The writer requests Government to order 
daily payment. of wages on this work, and thus prevent the necessity of the 


suffering ryots going to a long distance from their homes. ; as 
The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 26th June, but received on the 30th, con- 


Regrets that Government 
knows the poverty-stricken 
condition of the people, and 
yet imposes new taxes. 


tains a short communication, the writer of which, in 
referring to the new loan of Rs. 2} krors, at 44 per 
cent. interest which is being raised, observes that the 
fixing of the amount of each share at so low a sum as 
one hundred rupees, shows that Government. knows 
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The Poona Herald (1 
Asks the Police of Poona 


ae 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 30th June, in a leader, headed, * Thoughts in 

England about India,” notices the opinions expressed 

Hopes that the expenses of by the two eee in England, one of which says that 
t 


the ‘Indian expeditionary the cost of the Indian expeditionary force should fall 
rips meg ce on England, while the other asserts that India should 


bear it. Even an independent person, observes the 
Arunodaya, will say that the opinion of the former party is straightforward 
and just ; and it hopes Government will adopt it and prevent any burden 
falling upon the shoulders of India. The persons entertaining this opinion 
advance the following arguments in refutation of the ogy put forth by the 
party, which says that India should bear the cost. They admit that Russia 
as an eye yp India, that her object in making the treaty with Turkey, runs 
in the same direction, and that a country ought to oppose the evil d of 
its foe; but they say that India is not in that condition at present. Though ; 
she has obtained considerable benefit from the present Government, she has 
also suffered disadvantages which naturally follow from a foreign rule; and 
hence it is not right to put upon her impoverished people, the burden of 
expenses, which have no direct connection with her. She must bear the 
expenses of opposing Russia when the latter makes an expedition against her. 
The people of India have no voice in her Government, and hence it is not good 
to impose additional taxes on them to meet expenses like the above. Some 
candid persons of this party say still more. They observe that to call upon 
India to pay the cost of the expeditionary force, will be a great blot on the 
greatness of England, and that many persons say that India should be called 
upon to pay the cost of every war made by England and to lend her army for 
such wars, but no one says that India should be allowed to be governed by the 
voice of her own people and for their own advantage. The Arunodaya feels 
highly grateful to these well-wishers, and hopes the authorities will entertain the 
same opinion and will confer great benefits on this country. 


The same, in som ane leader, brings — a manufacturers . 
Manchester the old charge, that they are greedy, an 

dann oo have injured the youn ry and faihr cotton indletiy 
cotton manufacturers that Of this country and want to destroy it completely. 
the young and rising cotton The Arunodaya quotes the imports of English cotton 
acne Spm _ lessened fabrics in 1859-60, 1867-68 and 1876-77, and shows 

ae ee thereby that they have considerably increased of late, 
and, therefore, the complaint of the Manchester men, that the few cotton fac. 
tories of India have lessened their export trade to this country and their profits, 
is untrue. The abolition of the import duty on Europe cotton goods has dis- 
abled the cotton industry of Bombay, and yet the Manchester people are striving _- 
for its complete abolition. In conclusion, the Arwnodaya prays the Indian 
authorities duly to consider the above and to do justice. oa 
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"The Belgaum Saméchér (14) of the 1st July, complains that 
om roads in the Chikori, Sanndatti, Sampgad 


Reqnests the Local Fund Matnkas of the Belgaum Collectorate not being provid- 
mmittee of the Belg: UE Oo Doge vo rate not asl 


and bridges on the roads in carry on traffic on them from June to November. As 
the paar ge ay Key Samp- carts get upset or stick on the banks of streams, it is 
eae + difficult to get a single cart to travel on these roads. 
The absence of culverts and bridges also injures these roads much, and, conse- 
quently, much cost is undergone to repair them. In the rains, high prices pre- 


vail in the Mofussil of this District, because traffic by carts is stopped. The 


Saméchér requests the Local Fund Committee to cease for a time laying down 
new lines of roads, and remove the defects of the roads above mentioned. 


The Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 1st July, has heard a rumour that a few days 
ne short 428°,% Mémledér in the Ahmednagar Collectorate, 
the emuel conduct of a Mam. 0ding that some cultivators would not pay the land 
ledér in the Ahmednagar Col- assessment, made them stoop, holding their toes in 
lectorate, and requests Gov- the sun, and either placed stones or made some per- 
— toascertain the truth sons of their families ride on their backs. The writer 
stir requests Government to enquire into this rumour, and, 
if it is found true, to punish the cruel officer duly. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 28th June, but received on the 3rd 
July, culls some information from the administration 
Compares some of the insti- report of the State of Indore for the year 1876-77, 
tutions inthe Holkar's admi- ond, in comparing with each other similar institutions 
nistration with similar ones . ,/ |. , : 8 . 
in British territory, and gives that State and in British territory, makes a few 
the superiority to the former. observations derogatory to the latter. The Waibhaw 
observes that the institution of the trial of criminal 
cases by jury, recently introduced into the Holkar’s territory, has worked, as 
mentioned in the report, satisfactorily in several ways. The Courts in British 
territory are gambling houses for the parties resorting to them, and have im- 
poverished the people. The health of the prisoners in the jails in the Holkar’s 
State is well preserved. The rate of mortality among them is about two per 
cent. The death-rate in the jails in British territory is generally about 
four per cent. The Waibhaw attributes the latter high rate to the desire of 
Government to make its jails as much remunerative as possible, and to the 
exaction of very hard labour from the convicts. In noticing the great profit 
brought in by the cotton factory at Indore to the Holkar’s Government, the 
Waibhaw observes that while Holkar gives great encouragement to trade by 
the above and other means, the British Government has imposed a duty on 
twist exported from India, and thinks of levying a tax on cotton spinning fac- 
tories. Had there been such factories throughout the country, much of the 
expense incurred in relieving the distress of the famine-stricken people of the 
Bombay and Madras Presidencies would have been saved. The Waibhaw also 
notices the various arrangements made by the Holkar’s Government, for the 
encouragement of the cultivation of land, and for the convenience of the culti- 
vators, and observes that some of these arrangements are to be found in British 
territory, but they are not fully carried out. Though the people suffered 
severely from last year’s famine, many of them have been made to pay the land 
assessment. In British territory, tagd4i is given to persons wishing to pring 
under cultivation waste lands, but only those who get it know the difficult 


conditions under which they do so. There is the Act X. of 1877, which 
Contains some provisions for the due protection of the cultivating classes, 
—€nd it is intended to make improvements in that Act.. In short, Government _ 
ene concern for the welfare of the ryots, but they do not get the full — 
enent of it. ae , oe 
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A correspondent of the Hitechchhu of Kalddgi (21) of the 30th June, com- 
si plains that distress has appeared among the people of 
‘States that distress has ap- the Kaldédgi District, and prays Government to open 
peared among the ryots of relief works for their benefit. The writer states that 
the Kaladgi District, and howdhk <4 4 oti ‘ th | i 
rays Government to open though it is sometime since the monsoon com- 
lief works immediately. menced, there has not been a sufficient fall of rain in 
_ the district, and the ryots are afraid of being visited 
by 2 famine this year also. ‘The absence of rain at the commencement of the 
season will, in all probability, lessen the yield of the kharif crops by about half, 
and, consequently, the ryots, who have already began to experience distress, 
will suffer more miseries hereafter. The prices of corn have gone very high, 
and numbers of beggars go about begging for food. Crimes of theft, highway 
robbery, &c., have also increased. ‘The writer requests the Collector of the 
District to obtain the immediate sanction of Government for some relief works 
in the district, and to ‘afford relief to these unfortunate persons, before distress 
increases. 


The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 30th June, complains that the increase re- 
cently made in the duty levied on the cocoanut trees 


rere oes duty ne rsdn which produce toddy in the Ratndgiri Collectorate, 


nut trees yielding toddy in Will inflict great distress on the large number of per- 
the noe ¢ i Colletorate, aug of the pang ra ee es pga ves 
will crea ress among the rawing and selling toddy. The Shodhak observes 
ee that notwithstanding a aleiont annual increase in 
income from the duty levied on country spirituous liquors, Government has in- 
creased the duty levied on cocoanut trees producing toddy, from eight annas to 
a rupee and a half in the Dapoli Taluka, and to one rupee in the other Talukas 
of the Ratnagiri Collectorate. And the persons who had come to Ratndgiri on 
the 26th instant to take the contract for the sale of liquors in the Dapoli, Khed 
and Ratndgiri Talukas, were told to make their biddings taking the above in- 
crease into their calculations. They, however, did not make any bids and went 
away. The auction sale of the contract is to take place again in the current 
month, and these persons may take the contract as they have no other means 
of subsistence ; but the increase in the duty will not fail to create distress 
among them. The Shodhak requests Mr. Crawford, the popular Collector of 
Ratndgiri, who, it states, is very well acquainted with the indigent circum- 
stances of the people of the Zilla, to make a due representation to Government 
on the subject, and get the order for the increase cancelled. 


The Dharwar Writta-(25) of the 30th June, like several of its vernacular 
contemporaries, highly approves of the despatch of 

‘ Sees several advantages to the Indian Contingent to Malta with a view to its 
ee = een Om be taki 9 part in the probable war between England 

spatch of the Indian Con- A 

tingent to Malta. and Russia. It sees great advantages to India and 
England from the despatch of this army, and attempts 

a refutation of the sentiments expressed by the Honorable Mr. Gladstone. in 


“The Nineteenth Century ” against the despatch of the Indian Contingent. 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 3rd July, animadverts on the conduct of 
Animadversions onthe case the authorities of Surat in regard to the case of the 
of Pps two native Editors, two native Editors and others, which was enquired 
end others of Surat, whohave into by Mr. Lely, similar to those made by several of 
been charged with inciting . A 2 . 
the riot, which recently took its native contemporaries, and noticed with more or 
place in that town. less fulness in several previous weekly summaries. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 30th June, in noticing the report that the 

Thesis fthe reported Government of India intends to create a new depart- 
intention of the in at ment of detective police for the. whole of India, 
of India to create a new de- observes that there is no need for such a department 
serene Hew rh — at the present day. There are both preventive and 
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detective police throughout the country, and the 
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peaceful and loyal; and there is no probability whatever of their 

. being otherwise hereafter. The proposed department, if created, would not only 

bea new burden on the revenues of this country, but an unjust reflection on the 
“1 of the existing police, and on the peaceful and quiet conduct of the 

_ people. e , 


The Bombay Samichdr (43) of the 29th June, but received on the Ist July, 
Ns ths creas ts 8 leader, headed, ‘‘ ‘The great increase in the duty 
- erease made in the duty, and levied on spirits and toddy, and the bad consequences 
the price of the licenses for Of it,”” observes that the recent increase made in the 
_ the sale of country liquors duty levied on Sinaia? spirits and toddy sold in 
and toddy in Bombay, will Bombay, is objectionable. The petition made by 
roduce bad effects on the . . 
health of theirconsumers,and he liquor sellers of Bombay to Government, shows 
requests Government to be- that formerly a duty of nine annas per gallon was 
aig So = levied on the liquor manufactured in Uran and brought 
the dealers in those drinks,» to Bombay for sale, but now-a-days 2} rupees per 
gallon, or four times the former rate of duty, is levied; 
and. the price of the licenses issued to retail sellers of country liquor in Bombay 
has been also raised to three or four times its former rate. A similar complaint 
is made about the toddy sold in Bombay. This has made the two drinks ve 
dear. They are, however, so mischievous that it is desirable that they should 
be used very little, or, if possible, should not be used at all. But certain r 
classes of Bombay are so much addicted to them, that they will use them 
notwithstanding their great dearness, and make a corresponding decrease in 
their food and clothing; and this will produce a bad effect on their health. 
Again, the sellers of country liquor and toddy will commit various frauds in 
these drinks in consequence of their great dearness, and these frauds also will 
act prejudicially on the health of the consumers. It behoves Government, there- | 
fore, to bestow due attention on the petition made by the dealers. 


no Obl 


' oper 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 5th July, in noticing the telegram from 
England of the 2nd instant, giving some of the con- 

0 A few thoughts on Lord tonts of the Despatch of the 31st May, from the Secre- 

ranbrook’s Despatch of the : : 

Sist May, regarding the new ‘tary of State for India to the Government of India, 
Vernacular Press Act of the inregard to the new Vernacular Press Act, observes 
Government of India, asin- that this Despatch cancels that section of the law which 
‘timated in the telegram of oquires the Editor of a newspaper to submit, beford 
the 2nd instant. ugregey ; ‘ . 
| publication, the proof sheets of articles appearing in 

his paper, to an officer appointed by Government. This may appear at first 
sight very satisfactory, but a consideration of the other provisions of the law 
makes it appear otherwise. Lord Cranbrook has left untouched the pone 
requiring an Editor to make a deposit of the amount ofthe bond he has been 
made to enter into ; and, consequently, the convenience, which an Editor, who 
1s unable to make the deposit, had of continuing to publish his paper for some 
time, by submitting to the condition of showing the proof sheets to the Govern- 
_ ment officer, has been taken away, and the probability of a paper ceasing to 
_ be published arises, as soon as it is called upon to make the deposit. His Lord- 
— also says that no objection will be taken to criticisms made on the acts 
and measures of Government officials, but writings tending to incite the people. 
against Government will be stopped. This freedom, however, appears nominal, 
when another provision @f the law is taken-into account. Government, or the 
officials, who will call upon an Editor to enter into the bond required by the 
law, are not bound to show him which of his writings has been considered — 
objectionable. And, hence, there is a probability of an Editor being called 
upon to enter into the bond, for writing an article which is in conformity with 
the freedom allowed, but which hurts the feelings of the authorities. Thus 
His Lordship’s Despatch does not make satisfactory changes. in the new Press 

law of the Government of India. 2 
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A correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 29th June, but recei 


siver, Tépti in 7 slendidewh’ built on the river 4pti in the quarter of the town 


ua ye. 


it the q 


in Surat, has received some known as Walanddwdd, has lately received some . 


damage, and that the money damage from a little fall of rain. It has separatec 
spent upon ithasbeenthrown from the bank of the river, and has cracked. Thus 
Sebi eae the amount of seventy-five thousand rupees, which 
were spent upon its construction only two years ago, has been thrown away. 


The Akhbére Sowddgar (45) of the 4th July, after giving the substance of the 


_ Animadverts on the new that its provisions will work harshly, as regards 
ima “ee gar 
of India. cee bods the denlies and the users of arms, and hence it is 


made in them. If the Bill in its present form passes through the Council, and 
becomes luw, the residents of forests’ and woods will not be able to get easily 
the articles of which they stand in much need. It will also exercise great pres- 
sure on the dealers, as it will require them to give free access to Government 
officials into their shops and warehouses, and to keep accounts in such a man- 
ner as the officials may dictate.. If the Bill becomes law, it will be another 
harsh enactment in the administration of Lord Lytton, after the new Vernacular 
Press A’ct. 


The Rast Goftdr (46): of re ate June, in pens th . ripe com laint 
raised by the Zimes of India regarding the death of a 
Om, Mitery a dacoit, at the hands of two European Military Officers 
assisted the police of the Na- in the Native State of Kotha in Central India, ob- 
tive State of Kotha in attack- serves that they went to the assistance of the police 
a ee are at its special request ; and to prevent the dacoits from 
escaping they were obliged to fire upon them, and one of them was killed. 
The officers did nothing wrong in this, they did it for the welfare of the ryots, 
and did right. It is not right to raise a complaint in this matter since it would 
do no good to the disarmed and helpless ryots of the mofussil. Brave English- 
men require encouragement to go to the assistance of such ryots in opposing 
highwaymen. It was quite wrong in the police to kill five of the dacoits after 
they were caught. They were killed, notwithstanding the prohibition made by 
the Officers, who do not therefore deserve any blame. The Adst Goftar is glad 
to find that they have been declared by the Government of India as undeserv- 
Ing of any blame in the matter, after a strict enquiry into the case. 


The same, in another leader, headed ‘The Viceroy and the Volunteers,” 


ei on 


new Arms’ Bill of the Government of India, observes 


very desirable that appropriate changes. should be 


Highly approves of the 
reply of the G 

India to some Parsi gentlemen 
of Poona that His Excellency 
the Viceroy has no objection 
to natives joining the Euro- 
pean Volunteer Corps, if they 
can fulfil certain conditions. 


overnment of 


states that it is glad to read the Tony of His Excel- 
lency the Viceroy to some Parsi gentlemen of Poona, 
who applied to him for permission to enroll them- 
selves as Volunteers. The Rdst Gofidr approves of 
the decision of His Excellency to permit natives to 
join the European Volunteer Corps, instead of raising 
a separate Corps for every class of the natives. The 


enrollment of Europeans and natives in one Corps 


is sure to create a feeling of mutual love and esteem, and for this reason it is 


to be highly approved. His Excellency’s reply is, however, incomplete, it 


= no instructions to the local Governments and the European Volunteer 


Corps to admit the natives. The Europeans are, as was seen at the meeting 
for raising the European Volunteer Corps in Bombay, unwilling to adniit the. 


natives; but they must now submit to the orders of the Government of India. : 
The Rast Goftar advises the native candidates to apy once more to the . 
ean Co 


rps. (The Guzerat 


Supreme Government for permission to join the Europ 


Mitra (42) of the same date is also satisfied with the Viceroy’s reply, for the — \ 


reasons given above by the Rdst Goftdr. | 
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The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 4th J uly, in noticing the report, which lately 


| _ appeared in the Deccan Herald, that Mr..Kaikhushru 

_ Finds faults with the sum- ’ Nawroji K4braji, the Editor of the Rdst Goftdr (46) 
) pes gg, A agg Re sie has been appointed by the Bombay Government as 
articles which appear in the Assistant to the Press Commissioner Mr. Lethbridge, 
vernacular papers. hopes that: this news is true. The Government, 
: _observes the Mitra, does not possess full information 

about the vernacular papers. It is not properly kept informed of the whole 
drift of the articles which appear in them. The Reporter on the Native Press 
has committed many mistakes in making translations from the vernacular papers, 
‘inasmuch as he has made extracts of such writings only as animadverted upon 
the acts and measures of Government, and has left out respectful and loyal 
portions of them. This has wrongly led the Government to believe that the 
whole writing from which the extract was made, was disloyal, and did not give 
it an opportunity of seeing the real nature of the writing. The 150 extracts 
made from the vernacular papers when the new Press law was enacted, are of 
the same imperfect nature. And hence the appointment of the Assistant Press 
Commissioner is needed, and should be given to one who is able to give full 


and exact summaries of the articles which appear in the vernacular papers. 


Municipalities. 


The Nésik Writta (20) of the 29th June, but received on the 2nd July, 


eta a that on Friday. last a bill recoverer of the Muni- 
wisi Ohieal: sevcaedinn-of cipality of Nasik, a sepoy of the Gosdwi caste, and a 
1 sankorar af. tha Manict:  eeagy took a warrant for execution against one 
pality of Nasik, and asks the ; 
Corporation to prohibit such Kynbi was at home and they entered his house, and 
canease an Subare. brought out a brass dish, a cup anda loté. Finding 
these pots insufficient to make up the amount mentioned in the warrant, they 
waited the return of his wife from the river. On her arrival, the policeman 
asked her to give the silver bracelets she had on her person, and on her re- 
fusal to do so, he forcibly seized her hands, removed the ornaments, and took 
them away. The writer considers the removal of the property of the wife, 
which is her ‘‘stridhan,” to be an illegal proceeding, severely condemns it, and 
asks the Municipality to prohibit strictly such conduct in its subordinates. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 30th June, complains that a little rain pro- 
duces great mire on certain roads of the town of Surat 
Munisinaliiy: ot Suret tore. and its suburbs, and when it remains undried for some 
pair with métal certain roads ays together, itemits a bad stink. The Popat 
of that town, on whichagreat Moholé of Ndnpurd, Khdrwdd, Berdmji Furjéw4la’s 
ng of mire is produced’by Mohola, the road from the Post Office to the Godown, 
a and the Limbusheri of Haripurd are roads of the above 


description. The Mitra requests the Secretary to the Municipality to repair 


them with metal, — 


The same considers that the tolls of four pies levied from every man and 

ts the Municipality Of two annas on every cart laden with firewood, cow- 

of — to ge cage dung-cakes, &¢c., and of three to four annas on every 
charges levied on men and cart bringing vegetables or toddy, passing and re-pass- 
“— over the Hope ing over the Hope Bridge at Surat, are very heavy, 
reduction in them. It recommends that two pies for every man, and an anna 
or an anna and a half from every cart laden with whatever kinds of articles be 
levied, and observes that if a reduction is made, as suggested here, the income 
from the bridge will increase. | | : 


ukérdém, a poor Kunbi resident of Panchawati. The | 


re 
UE we ’ 
ahh 4 
vip 
ip 
a e 
¢ a 
ad 
Ae 
tim 

ee fess 

eee, <> - 

eae a 

Py... 
> Cee 
het” 
ae 
+25 et Gane 
(Pah , 
Peg ers) 
By! 2 
ck ra 
Rey. 
Ce 
oa 
4) eu aes 
Be 

wy, 7% fal 

' 24 .af ae . 

.) ia 

Ze ey 
ea 

Seiad 

Bes 
em ee 
menage. 

. pees Wie 

pei 

: ya 

>> eee 

4 Pe ae . 
Peper 
eee ts 3, 
5 aa 
4 ee 
“a 
i ea 
Pes 
ft J ifty 
Tigges 
Vain 
SX ete 
Saya 
7 fs ne . ¥ 
- a 
eke 
Puttin 
2 
ae t. 
Bae es 
pe *S, 
ee 
ae 
eS 
ay 
3 i 
c “ela 
, ke 
i ae 
eee 
PAS aie 
Nee 
eg oe 
earn 
f° pes 
ica Seely 
tae 
Lease 
. em 
ie Reel 
3 Bis 
“ ¥ ee 
Beato” < 
ee: 
> 
eee 
OPS 
pea 
- ee 
ag 
Pi tert 
i 
hee 
ui vee 
" be, 
ee +2. 
j vie 
Seer <* 
a 
ens 

. | 

* d 7 
oh Ca “ 
wth 
tag 
et. 
coe fed: 
4 C ‘... 
aris 
Pi, 
es 
<i es 
Be 3 
Bete; Py 
ae : 
i 
a 
aie 
en, 4 
* ok 
oe 
“s 
we 
wag 
ie 
as te : 
; & 

* rq . 
ae 
ied 
Su 
‘lo 
‘AR 
es 
a H 

7 % 9 
< 
ef 
fa | 
Z 
“So 
oe 
F ’ 
¥ 
~~ 
a 
an 
he ’ 
2 
es | 
x 
28 
g 
+ 
c# 
ae 
ae 
9 
os 
SS 
om x 
+ 
x re 
une 
by _ 
: 
- 
; 
ey 
‘9 
2 
as 
a 
ee 
q 
i 
é ’ 
Se | 
“a 
Pas " 
nk 
a 
Bf 
: T 
Bes * 5, 
Af ia ; 
< 
s 
zs 


ay: me PAS bNg SSA Bat aN eo #3 Fae yak tee Sean BE yk BL or eh wok ns i és ‘ e . 
ER RE AE SEE aN oo ae NORE Rg ee SR Nh Pe ETE Le REPT EES RO PAN ae Ne eT oe 
. y + 
7 ; 
P 


and requests the Municipality of that town to make a — 


TTT LIT 


wAaT 


= | 


ol yle 


ean 


[ONT | 


. ‘ 


bad 
tae be 
* 


x 


ws 


= 


% 
ut 
4 
é 
: 
* 


em. | 


? ul 
A p 


10 
Railways. 


The Satya Mitra (56) of the 30th June, states that last year before the 
_ monsoon commenced, sheds were thrown up at Nagpur 
og vo a and the Railway stations in Upper India, to protect 
Cliroduced @ strange sonai. the bags of grain and seeds, which were lying in large . 
tion into the contract for the numbers waiting for transmission, and o es that. 
castings of grain, and, conse- while the railways of other parts of this gag 4 make 
arch Jos tigate S, conveniences for merchants’ goods, the G. I. P. Rail 
seas ty very high, | way has introduced a strange condition into the 
| contract for the carriage of grain, and has, thereby, 
ut to inconvenience not only the dealers in that article but the general public. — : F 
he authorities of this Railway refuse to accept grain for transmission to other _ T_- 
laces, unless the sender exempts the Railway Company from any loss caused a 
i theft or other cause. The dealers refuse to bind themselves by this im- 
proper and unjust condition, and large quantities of grain are lying at different 
. stations of this line. The supply of grain in the Bazar at Bombay has, conse- 
quently, lessened and its price has gone up very high. The Mitra advises the 
dealers to make a representation to Government on this subject. 


Native States. 
The Samsher Bahddur (50) of the 3rd July, states that the Thakor of Péli- 
_.  téna recently severely beat a person, whom he sus- q 
Requests the Political pected to have belonged to the party of Mr. Shamraw, ay 
_ Agent of Kattywar not to who has incurred his displeasure. The person who ) 4 
ae over to the Thékor of yecgived the beating, however, made his escape from _ i 
na, the person who has . . 1 
complained that he has been he confinement in which he was kept, and went to q 
beaten by the Thikor.  —S' the_:« Assistant Political Agent in charge of the State, : 
- and reported to him the treatment he had received. 
That Officer went to Pélitdna, and enquired into the matter, and kept the com- 
plainant in the hospital at Songarh in order to his being cured. It is now 
said that the Thékor has meas a warrant for the apprehension of the com- 
plainant, and the Assistant Political Agent has given orders to deliver him over 
tothe Thakor. If this report be true, it need hardly be observed that it will 
be very hard to make him over to the person, against whom he has laid a com- 
plaint. The Samsher therefore requests the Political Agent of Kattywar to 4 
ro into his complaint against the Thdkor, before he is made over to that a 
' Vide 


: ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 9th July 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 7th July, makes a few observations on the 
i Minute of His Excellency the Governor of Bombay on 
A few criticisms on the Forest Conservancy in the Deccan and Khandesh. The 
Minute of His Excellency the Minute in question draws attention to the best means 
Governor on Forest Conser- P ences d GE IR: th | 
vancy in the Deccan and Of raising and preserving forests, near the sources 
Khandesh. of the rivers which take their rise in the eastern flank 
of the Sahyddri mountains, and in the hills in the 
Ahmednagar, Nasik and Khandesh Zillas. Similar arrangements are to be 
made at the mouths of streams and brooks ; and by forest Government not only 
means trees and shrubs, but also grass. All this is to be done to secure a timely 
and sufficient fall of rain, between which and forests a connection is supposed 
to exist by latter-day-savants. It remains to be seen whether there is such a 
connection, and whether forests bring down more rain. The arrangements 
required to be made by the above Minute, threaten to produce great incon- 
venience to cultivators of land and other ryots. At the edges of mountains 
large or small springs of water issue out ; and since forests are to be maintained 
around them, almost the entire mountains and hills will be appropriated by forest 
conservancy. In this Presidency almost the whole land is cultivated, and very 
little waste land is to be found. Government has assigned for each village a stri 
of land for grazing the village cattle. But these grazing grounds are so small, 
that for a great  gincen of the year the cattle do not get there any , and then 
they are grazed upon the grass on the mountains and hills. Here also cattle 
are taken to feed from long distances, when there is a want of rain in the part 
of the country where their owners reside. The cattle of agriculturists are fed 
for a time upon the fodder produced in their fields ; but the cattle kept by others 
are solely fed upon the grass on the mountains and hills. There are no forests 
except mountains and hills ; and, when they are conserved by Government, the 
public will feel great inconvenience as regards fuel. Many aboriginal tribes reside 
in mountains and hills ; and generally maintain themselves by cutting and selling 
firewood, grass, &c., or by hunting ; and they will be deprived of their means of 
livelihood by the proposed forest conservancy. Government also proposes to 
assign Jands in A sb in lieu of those cultivated on mountains and hills; but it 
seems doubtful whether persons habituated to mountain life, will prefer a resi- 
dence on plains. Again, the conservancy of forests on mountains and hills will 
produce annoyance from wild beasts to villages situated at the foot of them, 


and the people thereof will have no means of protecting themselves from their. 


raids and attacks since they have been disarmed. In conclusion, the Opinion 
rays Government to consider duly the above and other effects likely to follow 
rom the proposed arrangements for forest conservancy, and not to carry into 
ffect the proposals made in the Minute until measures are adopted to prevent 
the inconveniences arising from them to the ryots. 


The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 8th July, in giving the purport of the affi- 

oe davits made before the Bombay High Court by the 

; a Srictietgye sa to six prisoners, in the case of the native Editors of Surat 
sonan waetner Saere 13 and others, who are charged with having instigated 

Py er) 22 She. .ctnsomenl 4) Tete trot at Surat, and by some other persons, in 


made before the High Court 2 
by the six prisoners in thecase order that the case may be transferred for trial to 


of the two native Editors that Court in its extraordinary original jurisdiction; 


in — charged with in- observes that if the statements made in these affida- 
gating the late riot at ‘ f FIRS Sean tates 
Surat, &c., de. vits be literally true, it is not wrong to say that the 
% people of Surat are under a great calamity. If these 
statements remain uncontradicted, various improper thoughts would arise in 
the minds of the people about the arrangements made by Government for the 
dispensation of justice. It behoves Government, therefore,’ to make a strict 
enquiry on the subject, and, if the statements in the affidavits are found to be 
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y. the minds of the people. (The Jndu Prakash 
the above affidavits, observes that it has already 
th of the people of Surat as committed the riot. 


The means, however, adopted by Government for punishing and bringing them 


to their senses, are hot ordir 
else. The liberty of the rich and re 


s * 


ry, and look more like revenge than any thing 
ible people of that town, appears to 


have been so much curtailed during the last three months, that they have been 
under grave apprehension of some of them being thrown into difficulties, as a 
report has prevailed there for some time past that the police holds blank war- 
rants, and that it makes use of them to take revenge on those who are distaste- 
ful to it. If such a state of things does not end soon, it would be a blemish in 


the administration of Sir Richard. 


In conclusion the Indu Prakdsh hopes the 


High Court will pay due attention to’ the statements made by the prisoners in 


their affidavits, since th 


will get justice, only when their prayer for the 


transference of their case is granted). 
The Suryodayd (4) of the 8th July, tries to point out that injustice has been 


Tries to point out the in- 
justice of applying the new 
Press Act to the vernacular 
press only and exempting 
from its provisions the Anglo- 
Indian papers. 


this assertion. 


done in applying the new Vernacular Press Act to the 


vernacular papers alone, and in ae from its” 
T 


jurisdiction the Anglo-Indian press. e latter takes 
a great deal of license with regard to matters which 
the vernacular papers are prohibited from writing 
upon 


from the British Government of 360 square miles of land in Khandesh to His 

Highness the Holkar, charged that Prince with being concerned in the rebellion 

of 1857, after such a long time and after the British Government has, by its 

conduct with him, shown that it is quite satisfied that His Highness has been 

guilty of no such petal vs, b Notwithstanding such facts, the sword of the 
ea 


new Press Act hangs over the 


d of the native press tied by a hair, while the 


Anglo-Indian papers do not stand in the least dread of it. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 4th July, but received 


Suspects that the entertain- 
ment of a new establishment 
of karkuns, peons, &c., in the 
Forest Department is to pre- 
vent the cutting of firewood, 
&c., by poor ryots, and prays 
Government not to interfere 
with the means of livelihood 
of the poor people. 


on the 7th, after stating that a number of karkuns, 
peons, &c., were employed in the Forest Department 
on the 28th June last, observes that some people attri- 
bute the engagement of the new establishment to the 
desire of Government to make better arrangements for 
the conservancy of forests, in order that more rain 
may fall; while others say that it has been employed 
to enable Government to exercise an effective check 
so as to carry out the resolution it has recently made, 


Beene 2 the cutting of trees of all kinds growing in forests. The writer 

himself suspects that the latter is the object of Government; and observes if it 

is the object, Government has, no doubt, created a good source of income. But 

it has, in creating it, deprived the poor people of the means of earning a 
i 


wretched livelihood from cutting and sel 
merciful Government will desist from interfering any more with the means of 


ng firewood, &c. He hopes the 


livelihood of the poor ryots. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 38rd July, but received 
on the 7th, revives the old complaint of a portion of the vernacular press that 


Complains that the assist- 
— — ers in Ph sages 
schools are wretc id, 
observes that the oad of the 
Director of Public Instruc- 
tionand the Sub-Deputy Edu- 
cational Inspectors are super- 

2N P 13—7 


the assistant masters in the vernacular schools are 
low paid; that they do not get their salaries punc- 
tually ; and that the offices of the Director of Public 


Instruction, and of the Sub-Deputy Educational In- 


spectors are superfluous. The writer observes that the 
pay of the last place held by an assistant master is 


% 


The Suryodaya gives an instance in support of 
It says that an Anglo-Indian puper has, in noticing the grant 
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‘Zilla. If it be thought necessary that every school shou 


ay 


and makes some sug- Rg. 5 per month, and that this sum is quite in- 
gestion ve Hducetinel De, Sufficient to feed him. It is -also less than the pay 
rg ean -received by the lowest paid subordinates of the 
ae Y | Revenue, the Judicial and the Public Works reel 
ments,—less even than the pay of a peon of the Educational Department. Even 
this wretched salary he does not receive immediately after the expiration of 


fuous, 


a month, but it remains in arrears for about one month. He has, therefore, to 


obtain loans at interest until he receives his pay. While the assistant master, 
the most hardworking person in the department, receives a wretched pay, 
ofsces which are of little usé, are kept up at'a heavy sacrifice of money. The 
Director of Public Instruction and the Sub-Deputy Educational Inspectors are not 


wanted at all. The former Officer pays only a nominal visit to a school. He 


makes some superficial enquiries about the school he visits, and then leaves it. 


‘He receives a large salary for only making a long annual report to Government 


about the Department. The offices of Sub-Deputy Inspectors are also of little 
use. The Inspectors and their deputies, particularly the latter, alone properly 
examine schools and exercise effectual supervision over them. The offices of 
the Director and of the Sub-Deputy Inspectors should be abolished. A single 
Educational Inspector is sufficient for the whole Presidency. He will be well 
able to examine all the existing high schools and other English schools, and do, 
at the same time, the work of the Director. There are, on an average, about 
two hundred schools in every Zilla, and a Deputy Inspector can examine every 
one of them once a year; and hence a Deputy should be 2 guns for every 

be visited and 
examined twice a year, the Revenue Officers or the Taluka School-masters may 
be made to do the work of the second examination. If the above suggestions 


are adopted, a large amount of money, which is wasted at present, may be 
saved to the department. 


The Kiran (9) of the 7th July, makes a few further observations on the new 
Arms’ Act of the Government of India. Now-a-days 

tng i saa much time is not allowed for enacting and bringing 
prninwat of Tadie. into force the laws made in this country ; and, con- 
: | sequently, many imperfections. remain, and frequent 
changes have to be made in them. There is little meaning in publishing bills 
of acts if they are brought into force without considering what the press and the 
people may say after their publication. It is, however, for Government to con- 
sider this point. The Kiran then notices Section 27 of the new Arms’ Act, and 
observes that Clause G of it exempts from its provisions Europeans and Eura- 
sians. But looking at the expressed object of the law, there seems no reason 
why an exception should be made in their case. If Government entertains no 
fear from the possession of arms by them, why should it conceive any from the 
natives possessing them? If the distinction is made only on account of the dis- 
tinction of race between the two, the Kiran has nothing to say, but the same 
rules should apply to all. It is also astonished to find that a similar exemption 


1s not made in the case of agriculturists, kolis, and others who live in jungles 


and who must possess arms to protect themselves. It is true that bows and ar- 
rows are not as yet included among the prohibited arms. But there is a fear of 
@ prohibition heing made regarding them also hereafter. Well! The Govern- 
ment is powerful! our wisdom is nothing before its power. In conclusion, the 
Kiran hopes Government will make appropriate changes in the new Arms’ Act 
before it is brought into force. : 


The same, in an article, headed, ‘f One is taken away and one is added, and 
: : the total is the same,’’ remarks in sarcastic terms, on 


ee. 


© viceroy has given per- men who have come from England to govern this 
9. eel ong leg country—qualities especially observable since Lord 
teer Corps, but observes that Northbrook came out. At the commencement of his — 


it does not compensate for administration, His Lordship abolished the income-tax, 
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the great loss of the liberty of and thereby secured the love of the people. Lord 
the -ealagae ig egg ge Lytton succeeded him, and he too endeared his name 
oat come are baer. ge by the Fuller case. The former hurt the feelings of 
the people by the Baroda case, but its bad effects were 
lessened by his previous 2 act. e latter Viceroy took away the liberty of 
the vernacular press, which the Hindus loved as dearly as their lives. His 
- Lordship wants to compensate them for this loss by granting them permission 
to enter the Volunteer Corps. But it-does not compensate fully the great loss. 
There is a unity of interest, feelings, &c., between England and India. But 
it is to be regretted that rich ea forget, soon after their arrival in this 
country, the benevolence and good thoughts about the natives, which they 
exhibit so well at home. It is a matter for joy that Lord Lytton feels anxious 
concern for the welfare of the people of this country. The rulers had granted 
the gi oe of the liberty of the press, and there is a hope of getting it again 
from them. 


a : 

The Arunodaya (12) of the 7th July, observes that though the Supreme 
Government has given permission to the natives to 
Says that Kuropeans object enrol themselves in the European Volunteer Corps, 
to admit the natives into the Huropeans are unwilling to admit them, and, con- 

their Volunteer Corps, and re- er ) 
quests the authorities to solve Sequently, the permission has become worthless. The 
this difficulty satisfactorily. manners and customs of the natives being also dif- 
ferent from those of the Europeans, there is little hope 
of unity taking place between them, even when they are in one Corps. The 
manners of the Parsis are closer than those of the other natives to the manners 
of the Europeans ; and hence, it was thought the last would not start any objec- 
tion in regard to them. But they say that the Pdrsis should not be allowed, 
when they are enlisted as volunteers, to take their rifles home. After pointing 
out the injustice of this suggestion, the Arunodaya observes since they have 
started such an objection to Parsis, there is a probability of curious objections 
being raised in the case of the Hindus and Mahomedans. The Arunodaya prays 

the authorities to solve these difficulties satisfactorily. 


The same in another leader, in alluding to the Despatch of the Secretary of 
State to the Government of India, of the 30th May 

Observesthat the Despatch last, in regard to the new Vernacular Press Act, ob- 
of the Secretary of State of serves that it is said that it requires the exemption 
cal salty Mey» Theos atag bs from the provisions of the Act, of honest criticisms on 
longer in existence the new the acts of Government officers, and that disloyal 
Vernacular Press Act of the ‘writings alone should be made amenable to them. If 
Government of India. it be so, there is no need at all of keeping the new 
Press Act in existence any longer. The existing cri- 


minal law takes cognizance of disloyal writings; and yet to keep the Press Act 


In existence, is to transfer the right of deciding what writings are of that nature. 


from an independent Judge to the Revenue Officers of the mofussil. The former 


alone can satisfactorily deside after hearing both sides of the question in open. 


Court, what writings are to be considered as disloyal ; while the Press Act autho- 
rizes any Zilla Magistrate to decide, without any enquiry, or without hearing 
the defence of the accused Editor, whether a writing 1s ileal. and, after ob- 
taining the sanction of higher authority to it, to attach and gredit to Govern- 
ment the property and the press of the defaulting Editor. 


The Kashta Wildsini (28) of the 9th July, is astonished to see that the 

British Government has returned to His Highness the 

. : trange thoughtsaboutthe Holkar the piece of land which it had hitherto with- 

- ene at ge fre F —— held from him. Past experience shows that what was 
ess 

the Holkar, by the British ONCe resumed was never afterwards restored; and 


overnment. hence the great magnanimity shown in Holkar’s case 


sae strikes the more. Ifitis admitted that the present 
administrators are foreseeing, and their thoughts are unfathomable, they have 
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not, in every case, restored to their owners chieftaincies, jahdgirs, inédms, lands, 


and all other haks which they confiscated. Perhaps, this is done to give a 
hard trial to the magnanimity of the Hindus, for which they are reputed from 
of old, and not to let them fail in their reputation. Perhaps, the intention of 
depriving of their liberty the native writers and of allowing it to English news- 
papers is, as the people surmise, to let the latter get themselves puffed up, and 
give improper advice to Government, and see what difficulties they raise in the 
administration of the country. Properly speaking, if Englishmen are wise and 
just, they will restore the Peshwa to his g4édi, and make good arrangements 
about it; they will restore to the descendants of Nd4né Farnawis, his house, 
garden and other estate; and will make proper arrangements about (the late 
principalities of) Satara, Ndgpur, Delhi, Lucknow, &c., and will thereby do 
good to India, and obtain perpetual benefits to themselves. Perhaps, the main 
object of the great labor undergone in the establishment of the new rule, which 
has been in different places for different numbers of year, was to put down the 
dissensions and strifes which prevailed in this country, and to establish in their 
stead an exemplary administration. Perhaps, doubts have been removed by 
the manifestation on several occasions of the secret of their heart that there is 
no meritorious act like benevolence, and no sin like giving pain to others—a 
noble thought indeed. Some days ago His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay mentioned, in a meeting, that they (Englishmen) would give over to the 
people of India the Government of their country when they were able to 
conduct it, and that they would be highly gratified to find that they (the 
natives) were versed in thinking deeply. Ifthey did not do this, and made 
over to them the Government at once and withdrew themselves, the old state 
of things would re-appear, and some third party would get the Government. 
The Hindus would then be as bad as they were before, and they (the English- 
men) would be sorry to see that the great trouble undergone by them for their 
improvement was thrown away. When they assumed the ile of India, they 
were considered as bad, but since sometime past they have become beloved of 
India. In the same way the many laws and taxes and duties are considered 
bad, but when the minor differences among them are known, the whole of India 
gradually nods in approval of them. This is to be learnt from past experience 


or from the records about them. His Excellency the present Governor saw 


that by the destruction of forests the people of this country were steeped in 
misery, and he has, therefore, ordered the preservation of them. Perhaps, it 
was to warn the other native princes to act with caution that Malhérraw Gdik- 

w4d was brought into trouble, and to see how much people are distressed by 
_ that occurrence, and then to make a report accordingly, and afterwards to restore 
him to his gd4di, and make good arrangements about him, An inference can be 
drawn to this effect from the good signs which occur. The Wildsani then 
speaks of the long time which must elapse before mangoe and jack trees yield 
fruit, and before children become a support to their parents; of the necessity of 
undergoing labors and troubles before getting the enjoyment of wealth and 
happiness; of the necessity of the people of India not becoming arrogant 
when they happen to get a fisher position; of sweet things being unhealthy, 
and bitter things being otherwise ; of the great happiness following the refor- 
mation of a rotten state of society; and of the poor Mérwédri going even to 
distant countries and there by hard work amassing wealth and obtaining happi- 
ness. In conelusion, the Wéildsini observes that were Englishmen to instruct 
the people of this country in commerce, and sciences and arts, as they give in- 
struction in political matters, the latter would not forget to give pensions to 


them gladly. (The article is written in some places in the usual intricate and - 


involved style of writing of the Wildsini). 


The Karndtak Wartika (38) of the 7th rhe chsorves that while be an 

lish and the Anglo-Indian press enjoy great liberty 
raat Mor Ay a. = or even undue license, the new Vernacular Press Act 
Anglo-Indian press enjoy not has brought under its strict control the vernacular 
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only liberty but even undue papers, which is evidently a great injustice. The 
license, the ce aa — Wirtika quotes two instances showing the great liberty 
pelle cy recs es by the enjoyed by the former press. Firstly, it alludes to 
be Vernacular Press Act. the Deapateh of the Government of India for the re- 


) duction of the armies of native States, and observes 
that this important and valuable document Government apparently wanted to 
keep secret; but it was surreptitiously obtained in a mutilated form by the 
Englishman, which did not scruple to publish it after filling up gaps in it just 
as it pleased. Notwithstanding this improper conduct, it has not been called 
upon by Government to give any explanation. The second instance quoted hy 
the Wartika is the publication by the Globe of the secret treaty between Eng- 
land and Russia within a few hours after its ratification by the two powers. 
The English Government will, it is said, prosecute the Clerk of the Foreign 
Office who gave a copy of it to the Globe ; but it dare not ask any question on 
the subject of the latter. 


The Dinbandhi (87) of the 9th July, states that several small Sardars 

of the Deccan do not know as yet that His Ex- 

States that several small cellency the Governor's lévee took place on Satur- 
Sardérs did not go to His day last, and that they, therefore, did not go to it. 
meee. ad Isat ag Lt Seems that the Agent for Sardérs did not write to 
they were not informed tha, them that’the lévee was to take place that day. He 
it was to take place thatday. published last year a notice that the Sird4rs and other 
native gentlemen should go to a lévee whenever one 

was held, without waiting for an invitation. Had he this time reminded the 
Sardars of that notice by sending notes to them or by other appropriate means, 


several of them would not have lost the pleasure of the visit to His Excellency. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 7th July, repeats the old and often repeated 
complaint that while under the British Government 
Repeats the old complaint justice is impartially dealt out, it is to be had only at 
about the costliness and dila- 4 reat cost and after a long delay. This complaint, 
toriness of the justice dis- - : ° ‘ . * 
pensed by the British Courts Observes the Mitra, is made alike as regards civil and 
of law. criminal ag ee Formerly there was no such com- 
plaint and it has appeared only oflate. In civil cases 
the cost of justice has increased to four or five times its former amount, and 
great delay occurs in obtaining a decision. The result of this is that sensible 
and good people do not go to Court, and rogues and rascals are benefited. In 
criminal cases in the mofussil the Magistrates examine one or two witnesses 
and make long postponements. The consequence is that accused persons, who 
are innocent but poor, are considerably harassed. The Mitra makes the usual 
recommendation, that no case should be taken up by a Judge until the one, 
which is before him, is completed ; and that postponements should be granted in 


those cases only, in which there is a probability of more evidence being found. 


. The same, in another leader, is much gratified to learn that the Secretary. 

of State for India has, in a recent Despatch, modified 

Pl oe that the Secretary to some extent the new Vernacular Press Act of the 

or India has exempt- | ; 

ed honest eriticiams on acts oOVvernment of India. Lord Cranbrook has done well 

and measures of Government in doing away with the official examination of proof 

from the control of the Ver- sheets of articles. His Lordship has also justly ex- 

—- Press Act, and has empted honest criticisms upon acts and measures of 
e away with the provision | ; ) 

for official revision of proof GOvernment and of its officers, from the control of the 

sheets. Observes that there Act. There is, however, a provision in this law under 


is no need for retaining the which bonds may be taken from the Editors or print- 


ies“ Poa ee ee ers of papers, which contain disloyal writings; but 
newspapers. sais there is no need of it. There is a Reporter on the 


Native Press in every Presidency, and he ought to. 
communicate seditious and disloyal writings to Government, and the writers. 
can be punished under the Indian Penal Code. One or two examples made of 
4n P 13—7 : 
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‘the authors of such writings, will give due warning to other papers to beware 
of tripping in this matter. The Along mentioned above, will, if allowed to 
exist, reflect on the independent character of British rule, and will be condemned 
as a shackle on the liberty of the press. The Mitra entertains great hopes of 
the Honourable Mr. Gladstone succeeding in getting the whole of this distasteful 
law repealed. ) | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 8th July, in a leader, headed ‘‘ The 

° result of the enquiries made by the Commission ap- 

on noticing phe contents of pointed to enquire into the condition of the Deccan 
Sir, Cockrell Sa hs facies iow ots,” observes that the report of this Commission 
ly before the supreme legis- shows that the sowkdrs or money-lenders practise 
lature, with the object of im- great harshness on the ryots. They exact through 
roving the Se of the the agency of the courts many times the original 
peakions et x sethenl. "8" amount of credit given to a ryot, increased by the 
process of compound interest. ‘The cause which gives 

facility to the exacting sowkdr to tyrannize over the ryot in this manner, 
is the poverty of the latter which prevents him from paying off his debts 
in time. The Commission mentions four principal causes of this poverty, 
viz.:—I1st, the. bad condition of the land, oa the unsatisfactory state of the 
monsoons and other seasons ; 2nd, the increase in the population ; 3rd, the son 
has to pay the debt contracted by the father; and, 4th, the harshness of the 
sowkér in charging high interest and exacting rigidly the recovery of his money. 
Government has thought it desirable to make an attempt to improve the condi- 
tion of these ryots, and, with that object, the Honourable Mr. Cockrell will 
bring before the supreme legislature the draft of a law, within a few days hence. 
From the short substance of this measure, given by the Honourable Member, it 
seems that it is proposed to appoint an officer for each pargand, before whom 
all documents relating to money transactions will be brought, and they will be 
registered in his office; to compel money-lenders to give proper receipts for 
sums paid in liquidation of debts ; to do away with the law for incarcerating a 
defaulting debtor; to exempt from auction sale made under the decree of a 
court, such portion of a cultivator’s property, as are indispensably required by 
him for following his occupation; to prohibit courts of justice from giving a 
decree for larger sums than double the original amount of debt, &c. These 
proposals, observes the Samdchdr, appear satisfactory. But, as in other matters 
80 it ought to be in the present case, that attempts should be made to prevent 
rather than to cure the disease. The proposed law will try to remove two out 
of the four causes of the poverty of the ryots. Though the two remaining 
causes are beyond the scope of a legal measure, Government ought to adopt 
means to remove them also in some other way. And in doing so it should 


make strict enquiries as to whether the mode and rate of land assessment have - 


not also contributed to the poverty of the ryots. 


The same of the 11th July, regrets to see that the native members of the 

co Supreme Legislative Council gave their votes for the 
cae Sane ee - enactment of the new Vernacular Press Act. They 
lative Councils should >be gave their consent to a law which endangers the great 
either abolished or that ar- and valuable freedom of the press. To justify the 
wiliind aakan che won - pen ie a conduct of hes br ae Council in 
: passing this law at a single sitting, 1t was conspl- 

atte co cuously put forth that the native members also had 
‘ approved of the measure. The Secretary of State 

also gives importance to the same fact in his Despatch on the Press Act. How- 
ever, to prevent any effect being made by this fact on the minds of the people 
of England, from whom it is hoped to get justice in regard to this unpopular 
law, it must be stated that several native members of the Legislative Councils do 


not like to go against the wishes of Government, or to incur its supposed dis- 
pleasure, They, therefore, often think it proper to concur in the opinions of 
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the authorities. This conduct of theirs,is not new, similar conduct on their 
t has before this affected only small matters, and it was, therefore, overlook- 
ed with displeasure by the people. But in the case of the new Press Act, the 


important right of the liberty of the press has been endangered ; and, therefore, | 


their conduct cannot be overlooked any more. Hence it is necessary that 


arrangements should be made which would give such members as would be 


really useful to the people, or that their offices should be abolished. . 


. The Akhbdre Sowddg 


Thinks that the bill which 
the Honourable Mr. Cockrell 
is to bring shortly before the 


supreme legislature for the | 


protection of the Deccan ryots 


will not be of much use to 


them, unless a system for the 
recovery of land revenue more 
advantageous to them is de- 
vised and adopted. 


ar (45) of the 9th July, in noticing the bill which the 
Honourable Mr. Cockrell proposes to bring shortly. 


before the supreme legislature for the protection of 
the ryots of the Bombay Presidency from their exacting 
creditors, observes that the object of Government in 
wishing to enact such a law as this is good ; but it 
creates some difficulties in the way of the ryots in 


addition to the conveniences made for them. The 


new Civil Procedure Code protects implements of hus- 
bandry from a sale in satisfaction of debts. ‘The pro- 
posed law does not protect their lands from a similar 


danger; but it raises many difficulties in the way of a creditor who wants to 
attach them. If the land of a ryot is mortgaged, it can be used only to satisfy 
the debt raised upon its guarantee, and it cannot be sold for any other purpose. 
Again, no other property than that mortgaged for a debt, can be attached for 


satisfying it. Bearing 


in mind these provisions, the sowkar will take great 


recautions before lending money to the ryot. But the ryot is very poor. He 


oes not possess means sufficient to feed himself even for a single season if 


famine occurs. The Government demands the land assessment before the crop 


Ww 


appears above ground ; and then the ryot goes to the sowkdr for a loan. But 
oa the proposed law is passed, the sowkér will see the difficulty of recovering 


his money, and will either not lend at all or will lend a small amount after 
securing a sufficient guarantee for it. Government admits the necessity of 
preventing the ryots from getting into debt, but it does not appear to have 
taken any great trouble to ascertain the causes of his doing so. The ryot re- 
sorts to the sowkdr not only to get seed to sow, and food to maintain himself 


until the next crops are ripe, but also to obtain the means of paying the land 
assessment. Hence the proposed law will not much benefit the ryot, until a 
system of recovery of the assessment more advantageous to him is devised and 


adopted. 


& 


The Yajddén Parast (48) of the 7th July, also notices the Despatch from the 


_ Regrets to find that the 
ee State for India 
says he has found strong rea- 
sons for giving sanction to the 
new Vernacular Press Act. 
Is glad that he has withheld 
his consent from the provi- 
sion of the act for the examin- 
ation of proof sheets of ar- 
ticles by Government officers. 


Secretary of State for India, making some modifica- 
tions in the new Vernacular Press Act of the Govern- 
ment of India. Lord Cranbrook, observes the Parast, 
says, after expressing his regret in having to sanction 
@ measure opposed to the principles of British rule, 
that he has found strong reasons for bringing the 
vernacular press under the control of the law. But 
it must not be forgotten that both the Anglo-Indian 
and the vernacular press showed, when the bill for 


the Press Act was introduced into the supreme legis- 
lature, that the so-called strong reasons were very weak. The Government of 
India could not show any good reason for passing the Act, except the 150 so- 
called seditious extracts, gleaned from the venacular papers. It has been 
shown that most of these extracts do not deserve to be put under the head of 
seditious matter. It is to be regretted, therefore, that Lord Cranbrook says he 
has found strong reasons for the enactment of this law. The Parast then ex- 
presses joy at the repeal of the provision of the Act for the submission of proof 
sheets of articles for revision to Government. 
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Railways. 


at Mitra (42) of the 7th July, es that several low-paid ser- 
vants of Railway Companies, particularly nen, 
of drivers and , are either maimed for life or lose 
their lives in the accidents which frequently happen on 
_ their lines. To these unfortunate servants, or to their 
ii harge families in case of their death, the Companies grant 
eir duties, or to their very small sums, and thus di of their claims to 
er ke de aa ae maintenance. It is not just for the Companies to treat 
cumstances. " their unfortunate servants or their families in this way. 
: Small monthly pensions should be granted to them. _ 


ATMARAM VY. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 16th July 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. ~ 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 15th, July, in a leader, headed, “The easy 


Introductory observations 
regarding the bill introduced 
into the Supreme Legislature 
by the Honorable Mr. Cock- 
rell, for the protection of the 
Deccan ryots. — 


mode of freeing the ryots from their debts,” ironically 
observes that of late Government gives great atten- 
tion to the happiness of its’ subjects. It has gagged 
the press that they may not be dissatisfied, may not 
entertain irreverent sentiments about the authorities, 
and may not plunge themselves into difficulties there- 
from. It has passed the new Arms’ Act that people 


may not commit suicides by means of arms, And it has imposed the license- 


tax to construct roads and canals that they may 


protect the péople from 


famines. The Government of India now thinks of giving additional happiness 
to a portion of the people of this Presidency. The Indu Prakdsh here alludes 
to the bill brought before the Supreme Legislature by the Honorable Mr. 
Cockrell for amending certain portions of the Civil Procedure Code, with the 
object of affording protection to the agricultural classes of the Deccan from their 


exacting creditors. 


It gives some information from the report of the Deccan 


Riot Commission and from the speech delivered by the Honorable Member at 
the introduction of the bill into the Council, and reserves its own remarks on 


them for its next issue. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from Pen, states that persons who 


Describes the inconvenienc- 
es and hardships suffered by 
passengers by steam boats go- 
ing from Bombay -to*Pen and 
vice versa, and requests the 
authorities concerned to re- 
move them. 


have to go by sea from that place to Bombay are taken 
upon a steam ferry, arid carried to Rewas, where they 
are put upon another boat bound for Bombay. In 
the same way, persons who have left Bombay in a 
steam ferry for this place, are made to change at 
Rewas into the boat which goes there from Pen. In 
going from one steam: boat into the other the. pas- 


sengers experience great inconvenience, and in their hurry some of them fall into 


the water. 


The same writer also states that the boat from Bombay comes to 


Pen at or about sunset, but the boat from Dharamtar often comes at eleven at 


night, and the passengers suffer great inconvenience. 


The steam boat does 


not touch at the pier, and the passengers have to get into a country boat to 
reach it. In the steam boat itself they experience not a little inconvenience. 
It is'a small vessel and the passengers are over-crowded init. There is no 
awning over the part where they are made to sit, and they are wetted by the 


rain. 


He requests the authorities concerned to institute enquiries into these 


complaints and to remove them. . | | 
| The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 15th July, in giving the purport of the Des- 


ay Animadversions on the 
Despatch of the Government 


of India of the 18th April 


last to the Secretary of State 
for India, in justification of 
the enactment of the new 
Vernacular Press Act, 


petal of the Government of India of the 18th April 
ast, to the Secretary of State for India, in justification 
of the enactment of the new Vernacular Press Act, ob- 
serves that the reasons given in this document for the 
enactment of this measure are very common and weak, 
and do not establish a just conduct on the part of the 
Indian Government ; and supports these assertions by 


the following remarks :—The reasons assigned by the Government of India, for 
not making an alteration. in the Indian Penal Code in regard to the offence of 
seditious and disloyal writings, are not proper. The real object of the punish- 
ment of a criminal offence oY a court of law, is to produce a deterring effect. 


The crimes which are like 


. different in their nature from other crimes. And hence it is against reason and 
justice to assert that the arrangements in force for the punishment of the latter 


are not effective for that of the former, and, therefore, other arrangements need 
be made. The Government of India also says. that politically it is injurious to. 


y to occur from writings in newspapers, are not. 


aes 
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_ ‘prosecute in the ordinary criminal courts, persons who commit offences by 


‘writing in. newspapers. This assertion also is erroneous and unjustifiable. 
The people of Ireland are gu aged and there exists among them a great 
deal of political life. The English Government is fully aware of this, and yet it 
has not passed a law prohibiting the trial by the ordinary courts of law, of per- 
sons committing offences by writing in the newspapers of Ireland, apparently 
because it is certain that no political injury is done by such trials. The Dnydn 
Prakdsh cannot see why the course which is adopted by the Home Government 
_is not approved of by the Government of India. The Hindus are not disloyal 
 jike Trish men; and there is not the least probability of their making disturb- 
ances like those committed by the Fenians. The Government of India is aware 


of this; nay, it and the Home Government, have more than once admitted that 


the Hindus are very meek and loyal. Again, an administration which does not 
give due importance to the course of justice, becomes weak and is not liked by 
the people. No other nation than the English knows so well that a due preserv- 
ation of popular rights is the best means of strengthening the foundations of a 
Government. Hence, it does not follow, that it is politically injurious, to re- 
tain the jurisdiction of the courts of law in this matter. 


The same of the 18th July, notices the reply of the Secretary of State for 
Observations on the reply Lda to the Despatch of the Government of India of 
) of Lord Cranbrook of the3ic, the 18th April, regarding the Vernacular Press Act. 
May to the Despatch of the ‘Though Lord Cranbrook, observes the Dnydn Prakdsh, 
Government of India of the has not, as was expected by the loyal Hindus, with- 
a April, regarding thenew held his sanction to this extraordinary law which goes 

ernacular Press Act. ‘ ‘ . oe 
against the policy followed in every civilized vpry 
His Lordship has, by various devices, shown a good deal of disapproval of the 
measure ; and has made certain changes in it, for which the people must feel 
thankful to His Lordship. Lord Cranbrook has, however, not done well in 
giving great weight to the fact of this law having been passed by the Supreme 
Council unanimously. He should not have acted thus in a matter of such great 


importance as the liberty of the press. His Lordship gives one or two reasons ~ 


for giving his sanction to the law, in addition to the above; but the drift of 
the Secretary's reply, shows that he himself does not attach much importance 
to them. Lord Cranbrook considers that the 150 so-called seditious extracts 

ublished with the Press Act, are sufficient to justify the taking away of the 
liberty of the vernacular press. But this is a mistaken opinion of His Lordship.. 
Had he thought deeply on the subject, he would have seen that it was improper 
and unjust to take away the liberty of the press on their authority. The Dnydn 
Prakdsh also condemns the opinion of His Lordship, that it was better to get 
bonds from writers of pi and seditious articles than to punish them under 
the Indian Penal Code. It observes, that this proposal of His Lordship appears 
lenient, but that there is a flaw in it. Under the old law, it was necessary that 
a court of law should decide whether the accused was guilty; the new Press Act 
transfers the decision of the question, whether a person has acted against the 
bond he has given to the éxecutive officers of Government, who are not bound 
so fully by the lawas the courts of justice are, and are, therefore, likely to 
commit more mistakes in their decisions. The new Press Act does not define 
disloyalty or disaffection, as is done in Act 45 of 1860 ; however, itis a happy 
thing that His Lordship requires the Indian Government to give effect to the 
new law, bearing in mind the definition of that offence as given in Section 124A 
of the Indian Penal Code. Lord Cranbrook also says that he has given 
his sanction to the new law under the opinions mentioned by him in . 2, 
10 and 11 of the reply. The meaning of this appears to be that His Lordshi 
gives his sanction to the law, after itis purged of its defects. Had His Lord- 


ship expressed his views about the impropriety of taking away the jurisdiction of 
the civil courts as directly as he has done in the matter of the definition of, the 
_ Offence of sedition, and had he required the embodiment of both in the new 
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Press Act, the loyal people of India would have been highly obliged to him. 


In conclusion, the Dnydén Prakdsh prays the Government of India, to embody 
_ in the Vernacular Press Act the sentiments expressed, directly or indirectly, 


by His Lordship in his reply. © 


The Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 11th July, but received on the 16th, in 
eS aes noticing the grant of land, about 360 square miles in 
Thoughts about the grant extent, to His Highness the Holkar by the British 


of a piece of land by 


be the Government, observes that’ it is said that this land 
icine the Holkee. to His has been presented to His Highness, in commemora- 
| tion of the assumption of the Imperial title by Her 

Majesty the Queen. But it originally belonged to His Highness, and was fore- 
ibly kept from him by the British Government, and, therefore, appears not to 
deserve the name of a present. It is a matter for rejoicing that the British 
Government has restored it to His Highness, since the past conduct of Govern- 
ment was not such as to raise any hopes of its taking this step, The Mitra then 


censures the Bombay Gazette and some other Anglo-Indian papers, which have 


expressed their displeasure at this grant to His Highness. It gives instances 
of alleged injustice done by the Government of the late East India Company, 
to Nabhising, a R4j4 of Upper India, to Wanawarti, a R4jé4 of Southern India, 
to the late Nawab of Oude, to Pratépsing Mah4rdj, the deposed R4j4 of Satara, 


and to the R4jé of Coorg ; and observes that the Bombay Gazette and papers of 


its opinion do not remember these instances, and only blame the British Gov- 
ernment for doing justice to His Highness the Holkar in the matter of the land 
restored to him. In conclusion, the Mitra prays the Almighty to give the 


British Government a desire to do justice to the just rights of its subjects, as it 


has done in the present case. — 


The Kiran (9) of the 14th July, notices the bill, recently introduced by the 
Honorable Mr. Stokes in the Supreme Legislature, for 
Observations on the bill amending the Civil Procedure Code. In the first 
Praca toctlotare ana place, it points out the evils arising from making fre- 
ing certain amendments in Quentchanges in laws. The existing Civil Code came 
the Civil Procedure Code. into' operation on the 1st October last, and the short 
time, which has since elapsed, is not sufficient to as- 
certain all the difficulties which may arise in bringing it into force. Constant 
changes cause great annoyance to students of laws, to the Judges, and to the 
poor e, and lead to great confusion. Though the work of amending the Code 
been taken up so soon, the Supreme Legislature should, before taking it up, 
have enquired of the Subordinate Judges through the respective High Courts 
to which they are subordinate, as to what difficulties they have experienced in 
carrying into effect the new Code. The Kiran then expresses its approval of the 
changes, which the bill proposes in Sections 338, 588 and 108, ind maks a few 
suggestions for further changes. It is not stated in the Code, what a person 
other than a defendant should do, when he has been deprived of his immovable 
property by the purchaser of it, af an auction sale, under the Court’s decree. 
Again, Sections 229 and 534, respectively, lay down the manner in which the 
decisions of the Courts, established by the authority of the Governor General in 
the territories of any Native Prince or State, or of the Courts of the Native States, 
should be oxmayed in British territory. But there is no provision whatever, 
deciding how the decrees of British Courts should be executed in foreign terri- 
at me changes also require to be made in the chapter for the execution 
of decree 


. The tendency of this chapter appears to be that, to give the defen- . 


dant every convenience, while the plaintiff or the Sdwkar experiences the reverse. 


But these provisions will dissuade money-lenders from giving credit to needy 
persons, who will experience great inconvenience therefrom. Sections 294, 295 — 
and 320 to 325 are objectionable, and need alteration. There are many more 
defects in the Code, which have apparently arisen from oversight, but limited — 
Space prevents the Kiran from noticing them here. (The Arunodaya (12) of — 


4 ~ = - a , ~d < rs | ~ & 

BOS Mosh eae ese Bic s + ee ee sen | - - - a: > ae < 
Oe ee Ek SSC ee Re NEY OE OD ae eae ee sake tae. ‘ are x 
at Ae ETON Oe Ae ee a ee are cA an, SOR ReO Ie. eae ‘ 


ae 


iS at are > Jak . Nad SS GY Bae 
Sg deh hat Wie me A. a et aes ie eee 
EER IS AT UE ee CR Fe aR 


= | 


om gms Par Oe | ae Lt 


a My 


aetn 


pan 


ay 


RL 


"aS 3 
ape 


aes, 
kegs 


ae ee 


7 


6 


‘the same date, also thinks that the provisions of the bill prohibiting the sale of 
the lands of agriculturists in satisfaction of their debts, will be prejudicial to the 
interests of the ryots, inasmuch as money-lenders will not give them credit). 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 14th July, im noticing the report that new 
‘ements are to be made as fn the revenue 
Condemns the alleged in- derived from the Abkéri, observes that contracts have 
crease ge " ea te been given for some Zillas, on the condition that 
eg on Tad or Brab. there is to be only one distillery of country liquor in 
trees yielding toddy. the Zilla, and that this arrangement is to be extended 
to the whole Presidency. This seems an appropriate 
arrangement for preventing surreptitious distillation and sale of liquor, and con- 
sequent loss of revenue to Government. But the effect will, apparently, be 
otherwise. Government levies a fee of 44 Rupees on every Tad or Brabtree 
yielding toddy. Some say that it is to be increased to 9 Rupees, and some to 
13 Rupees. Though it is not certain to which of the two amounts the fee is to 
be raised, it is certain so for that, it is to be increased considerably. If the 


proposed increase would totally prevent the distillation and sale of liquor, it 


would be a happy thing; since, the vice of intoxication would disappear, and 


the aw employed in the preparation and sale of spirituous drinks, would be 


engaged in some other and better industry. But there are fears of the same 
result as has occurred in regard to salt, ensuing in regard to country liquors 
also. The increase in the fee levied on salt has lessened its production in this 
country, and encouraged the importation of the same from Europe. The in- 
crease in the fee levied on Brabtrees would lessen the production of countr 
‘Tiquor, and increase the consumption of Europe stuff. Such a result would not 
be beneficial to the interests of this country, inasmuch asa number of people 
employed at present in the distillation of country spirituous liquors, would be 
thrown out of employ. 


The Karndtak Wartika (33) of the 14th July, is dissatisfied with the reply 
given by His Excellency the Viceroy to the Parsi 
‘Suspects that the reply gentlemen of Poona, who had asked for permission to 
iven by His Excellency the gnter the volunteer corps. After describing the cir- 
ang | to the Parsi gentle’ cumstances under which the native gentl wh 
men of Poona, who applied : Sree, wae 
for permission to enrol them- had gone to the meeting held some time ago in the 
selves as volunteers, has been ‘Town Hall at Bombay to raise a European voluntary 
rag rr at ra sat corps, had applied to be enrolled in that corps, and 
cons Walantaiek, after alluding tothe reply given by His Excellency 
: the Governor to the applicants, the Wédrtika observes 
that this reply threw redicule on them. The answer sent by His Excellency 
the Viceroy to the Parsis of Poona, is also exemplary, ironically observes the 
Wartika. It then gives the substance of this reply, and observes, that though 
the applicants did not apply for permission to raise independent corps of natives, 
the reply gratuituously speaks of there being no necessity for raising separate 
corps of native volunteers, and thereby shows a slight to the natives. The 
Wartika also suspects that the Government of India very probably knew that 
‘European volunteers would refuse to admit natives among them, and in order 
to discourage the Pirsis from applying for permission to raise a separate volun- 
teer corps among themselves, has intim&ted to them that Government sees no 
necessity for it. In short, the natives have no more hopesof getting permission 
to enrol themselves as volunteers. There is a probability of a similar refusal 


ae met with from the Secretary of State for India, in case an appeal be made 


The same, in another place, in alluding to the new Arms’ Act, requests: 
Government not to include in it lead, as printers and | 
to include lead, as one of the Silversmiths would be inconvenienced in carrying on 
prohibited articles in the new their respective trades. This time last year Govern- 


sts Government not 
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Arms’ Act, as printersand sil- ment made strict rules for the sale of lead, and, con- 
yas vary ae Pie nora sequently, the printer’s metal was very scarce at 
sen a Ly aimanseen Dharwar and at Hubli. Intending purchasers offered 
as much as Rs. 9 per maund, but none could be had in the local markets. The 
roprietor of the Wédrtika required 12 maunds of metal. He sent orders to 
Bombe for the same, and there it was purchased for 5 Rupees per maund ; 
and the person who made the purchase, experienced a great deal of trouble in 
getting a pass for its removal. The writer, therefore, prays Government not 
to include lead in the Arms’ Act as one of the prohibited articles. | 


The Mdlwan Samdchdr (34) begins in its issue of the 17th June last, an 


, article, headed, ‘“‘ Does the English Government follow 
Makes some harsh observ- truth and virtue?” which is continued in some of its 
ations on the British Indian ‘ mpeg” ‘ > 
Advainiatvation: subsequent issues and is still unfinished. The Samd- 
chér begins with the assertion that the English Gov- 
ernment does not act with the natives of this country as it ought to act, and 
observes that this may be proved from its conduct from the first establishment 
of British rule in this country. In what act have the English acted honestly 
with us? asks the Samdchér, and alludes to the recent riot at Surat, and un- 
favourably compares the conduct of the authorities with that of the authorities 
in England with the mill operatives, who recently created riots in several places, 
and committed destruction of property. The remarks made by the Samdchar 
are similar to those made by some of its contemporaries, and noticed at some 
length in previous weekly summaries. The next observation made by the 
Samdachér is, that the very foundation of British rule was laid in fraud, and gives, 
in support of it, information from the Indian history about Tanjore, the Naw4b 
of Bengal, Lord Clive’s and Warren Hasting’s conduct, and the impeachment 
of the latter before Parliament, and makes further few disparaging remarks. in 
the same strain, 


The Surya Prakdsh (40) of the 13th July, but received on the 15th, has 
Recommends the construc. Card that Government intends to lay down a railway 
tion of a railway line from ‘ine from Broach to Dehej, and that a survey of it has 
‘Surat to Dumas, &., in pre- been just completed. It does not approve of this line, 
ference to one which, it says, and says that since Government wants to construct 
ae i, ea hry Dehe}, be- it to afford convenience to the trade of Bhéunagar 
Dehej is about thirty miles from Broach. The distance between Surat and 
Dumas, Bakasndjira, or Dandi is about twelve miles, and if a railway line were 
constructed between Surat and any of the last named three places, it would cost 
much less than the proposed line between Broach and Dehej. Again, both 
Bhéunagar and Gogo are nearer to Dumas than they are to Dehej. A line be- 
tween Surat and Dumas ought, therefore, to be preferred to one between Broach 
and Dehej, and would prove of great use in reviving to some extent the depress- 
ed trade of Surat, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 15th July, again refers to the increase 
Ban oe _ made recently in the duty levied on country liquors, 
of date of OF Bogen loried and to the bad effects likely to follow from it. The 
on country spirits broughtin. S4@machdr observes that Government has levied, since 
to Bombay, will increase the January last, 2 Rupees and a quarter on every 
- Consumption of inferior kinds gallon of country liquor manufactured at Uran, and 


of English spirits, which are | 
bases tnlasions | bo. the brought to Bombay. Four annas more on every 


health of their consumers. gallon are also levied by it on account of the liquor 


gallon. Thus the total duty comes to 2 Rupees and, 12 annas per gallon. 
This high rate has lessened the import of country liquor into’ ral re- 
viously about eight hundred casks were imported, but now-a-days about four 


* 
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and Gogo, the same may be done at a less cost. 
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hundred are received. Government may not suffer a loss from this decrease, 


as it has increased the duty on liquor to four times its former rate. But the 


increased duty has increased the price of country liquor so much as to make it 
equal to the price of brandy of an inferior kind. Natives generally prefer 
English articles to native ones, and in accordance with this desire, they prefer 
inferior kinds of brandy to country liquor. But the inferior kinds of English 
liquors or spirits contain different mixtures, which injure the health sooner or 


later. Hence there isa probability of inferior kinds of English fe or li 
‘being more consumed, and the health of the consumers injure + 
rate of duty levied on country spirits. 


uors 
from the high 


The same of the 16th J ay in referring to the case lately disposed of by 


Requests that the Abkéri 
law be amended as regards 
toddy which has become vine- 
gar, as the importation of the 
same into Bombay ought not 
to be prohibited. 


Mr. Néné Moroji, the third Magistrate of Bombay, in 
which two Parsi traders were charged with commit- 
ting an offence under the Abkéri Act, by bringing 
some toddy into Bombay which had become Sarko 
or vinegar, observes that the Magistrate inflicted 
on the accused the nominal fine of one rupee. On 
the evidence produced in this case, the Magistrate was 


of opinion that toddy which has become Sarko or vinegar, is not that kind of 
toddy, the importation of which is expressly prohibited by the Abkéri law, and 
yet. he has fined the accused. This leaves the question undecided, and it is 
necessary, in the interests of the large number of persons engaged in dealing 
in toddy, that the confusion in the Abkéri law in regard to toddy which has 
become vinegar, should be removed as early as possible. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar 
(45) of the 17th July, makes similar observations). 


The Akhbare Sowdagar (45) of the 12th July, but received on the 14th, 


Requests the Government 
of India to issue stringent 
orders to the Government of 
Bombay to publish Govern- 
ment notifications and adver- 
tisements’ with which the 
public has a good deal of 
concern, in the leading news- 
papers as they do not obtain 
sufficient publicity by being 
published in the Government 
Gazette only. 


complains, that some time ago the Government of 
India directed that Government notifications and 
advertisements about matters with which the public 
has a good deal of concern, should be published by 
the subordinate Governments in the newspapers under 
their respective administrations, in order to their due 
ety: The heads of departments in the Bombay 

residency, however, do not seem to act according 
to this ae of the Supreme Government. For in- 
stance, the right of making salt at Uran is shortly to 
be sold; but the notice about it is to be found only in 


the Government Gazette, and in none of the influential English or vernacular. 
newspapers. Important notifications of the postal, telegraph, and other depart- 
ments are also to be found in the Government Gazette only, which does not give 
them due publicity. It is necessary, therefore, that the Government of India 
should issue stringent orders on this subject. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) 


Points out a defect in the 
law for the punishment of the 
offence of bribery, and advo- 
cates its removal. — 


of the 14th July, observes that there is a defect in the 


law for the punishment of the offence of bribery, and 
advocates the necessity of removing it. The law re- 
quires that there must be more than one witness to 
prove the receiving of a bribe by a Government offi- 
cer, and hence it is difficult to prove this offence. It 


also requires that when an officer is ‘charged with having received bribes from 


different persons at intervals extending’ over a long course of time, each offence 


should be consideved as a separate case and enquired into accordingly. In other 
words, the law prohibits the trial of a number of cases of bribery against an 
officer together, and use of evidence given in one case being 


case. It is not an easy thing, observes the Rdst Goftdér, to prove the crime of 
bribery. Persons do not receive bribes in the presence of witnesses. Persons 
4nP20—7 . 
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who give bribes, are generally unwilling to come forward to give evidence, 
though they are pardoned for the offence of giving bribes after their giving 
evidence. In trying a single case of bribery there is generally a want of a suffi- 
cient number of witnesses and an absence of corroborative evidence. But when 
more than one person comes forward to give proofs of each of them having 
given bribes on different occasions, the offences ought to be considered heavy, 
and the witnesses about them trustworthy, and the evidence of each of these 
witnesses ought to be held to be corroborative of the others, so as to prove the 
offences. But the law does not allow such procedure, It is, however, a defect 
which hinders justice, and ought to be removed. 


The Yajddén Parast (48) of the 14th July, observes that the reasons 
Observes once more that #avanced by the Government of India, for enacting 
the Government of India has mew Vernacular Press Act are opposed to each other, 
not been able to show strong and this is shown by its own Despatch addressed to 
reasons for passing the new the Secretary of State for India on 18th April last. 
on eee Government admits that the gagging Act has been 
enacted, not because disaffection is spread among the native subjects. It con- 
siders native Editors as it would urchins who put stones on the rail in front 
of an express train, and their writings as steam coming out of an engine or 
_as the foam on the waves. In one place, it considers the native press quite 
weak and without spirit. And yet in another place, it observes that its 
native subjects have been so much agitated by recent occurrences in eastern 
Europe, that they were not agitated to that extent before this, and says that 


for this reason, the vernacular press must be brought under the control of: 


Government. Since Government admits that it has passed the new Press Act, 
not because the vernacular press has spread any disaffection, the fear it enter- 
tains of its native subjects being stirred up by the occurrences taking place in 
Kurope, is groundless. It is true that they have attracted the attention of 

these subjects to some extent. But that has not incited them to commit any 
- riot or disturbance, nor has the vernacular press written any thing to incite 
them to commit such acts. Thus it is plain that the Government of India has 
failed to show strong reasons for passing this Act. 


Municipalities. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 17th July, states that, in a vacant piece of 


ground in a wadi or garden situated between the 


Complains that filth is col. Sassoon and the Nursee Mills, and to the west of the 


lected close to ‘“‘the rock” 1}, Ge 9 : 
sia Task Handler in Bas. hill known as ‘the rock” near Tank Bunder in 


bay, and requests the Munici- Bombay, a great deal of filth, and many corpses of 


pality to have it removed at animals are collected, and a very bad stink proceeds 
_ once. from them. The Kdsid severely censures the officers 
| . _ Of the Corporation, whose work it is to get this stink- 
ing filth removed, and requests Dr. Weir to get it removed at once. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Native Opwmon (2) of the 14th July, writing from 
Méangalwedha, in the Sangli State, under date the 


- Mentions some grievances 4th instant, states that there has been very little rain 
rei ‘the Bengt ss pg there, and the lands have not been sown with Béjri 
quest the authorities of that for want of it. The time of sowing has also passed 
tate to remove them. away. In such a hard time as this, the State is try- 

_ ing to recover the arrears of land assessment for the 
Fasli year 1285. The same writer also complains that the ryots of that place 


suffer from cattle-lifters. They carry away cattle at night, but the police does 


ary. 


=  Jamkhindi State, openly ask 
=  _. away an animal. of the peo Ww 
= __ authorities of the Sdngli State for this state 
to adopt measures to prevent the crime 
policemen at the northern boundary of Mangal to p t 
. the village on that side from robbing the crops in the fields. oe 


ores 
* 


. 


Pe : : | ATMARAM V.PATKER, it” 
_ Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ; 
Poona, 23rd July 1878. : 
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: REPORT woVE ) ; ee a 


‘For the Week ending 27th July 1878, Zz 


; LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. . Bis 4 
No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, Edition, | ir panied : Oe 
| issued, 4 


. ANGLO-MARA’THI. 
1 | The Indu Praksh ......csssssesssssereee-| Bombay s...s0004| Weekly ...| 1,200 ae 

*2 » Native Opinion siisic.ccesteiiec cise DO Ged Oe pa 400 | 
| DA. so Pe BYORGBD cece se tssederssesisst EOOMN sisi ivescasen Bi-weekly ... 700 - 
sy) CRIT i cas cag esec essence noessi tisha) RID dees ohesasakens Weekly .... o7d 
*5 » Mahéfr&stra Mitra ...........ccccccseee] SALATBrcccccsseseeese| DO, ae 250 
sy PIOUS SSUIGDAIGE 0. cccocsscecspssacst’ WIOs  eveviessavecl” Ie : 975 - 


7 op MUBGRD CHARM. 70 on .s oncenvcssensdsc] & ODUM cscesscccasvncdl SO | 1,000 


8 9» DRYVEROGRYE se. cicececs cs cickecestdasecl OMORY ccesevccdiad UDO E> ae 325 { 
*9 gp BREE ccm csccececesscscsscccssscacdtusicat COOMMssccsvescuss ehh” Se 200 


*10 PMI, FON oo 0icsss sesceccesnceisd G0O> saaeiecc Weta ee a 900 
j 11 » Subodha Patrik& ................e0e0¢0 Bombay ............| Do, | 1,600 


MARATHI, , : 
12. | The Arunodaya........sessceee sesceserssee] LADDB.cceceeeceseees] Weekly ...] 410 : 


13 pp BRAT: MAGE is. fi neseees ss ccoscceeeso) SOOO 5) 605d DS, bel 175 : 
14 » Belgaum Samfchér ................+-| Belgaum............| Do, se 300 
' 15 » Nydya Sindhu ..............s0+++0++.] Ahmednagar ......) Do, es 185 q 


16 ~  Paiihg Gaia; 5... <0<:sssscesvsenses) SAMUBED cosssesecsenecsl SUID gr 4 


—_ 


WUT PER ORON o ooki ec ccc ecco sc ececcoesesseee] SOOMDUT “Yc Dee a i : qa 
18 » Khandesh Waibhaw ...............,| Dhulia ...,........| Do. or a | : 


: 19 » Satya. Sadan... ccscec..esvecessesen| AUDA ssteseeseeee| Do, fe 400 
WHO 1 WGA Weitin cscs ccocciscececcscecescf NAT sesosteas ssecdd I sil 300 a! 
21 | PEIEOOHOMTIU 5 wevescsrsesescsanssanscl MAMMURE svitvesccccll — Aa os 125 4 
22 3 Divan Bodbak .. .....:cccscuncesccves] DOSEWER dccecscsudeul On Ot, 175 
23 |, Satya Hhodhak ... o:.csscsosersoceoces} Retnhgint: ciel De... sal 280 


% | .  Binda Puwwh:...5.055 cess. eseveccccss Pome cs cd Be me 340 1 o 
25 | .,~ Dharwar Writta ......ccccsssesorsee| DRATWAP...;rreseeef Dos...) $80 as 
26 | ,, Nagar Sam&chér .............++...] Ahmednagar ....., Do. — ...} 200 a 


‘ : MY. Pee 


2 gp PSNEWE]E. ....ccccessnvescasecessoseseeson gh MOMMMscscccdetscesetl MIO @ otk 2.00 2 . 

28--f ~~~ Fpah tay WARM ve vecveersencecesesananaf 2M sassanicensinil A: ak: 

29 | ,, Swadesh Mitra .......::ccseesesseeees| BOMDAY ......cevecs 
- 80 | ,, Sanmérga Darshak .............00.:] Mudhol ............| Weekly... 
3 31 99 Dnyén Sagar eh eer ara Kolhapur ........| Do. oo 125, = a 
Fs ga |, Pandhari Writta ........sccessessesee] Pandd as 
BR, chiccge, Beapt Weill ons ersesrccrseoed 
a |, Mélwan Samfchfr ....cjecccsseeonee! Vingorda,.cccseed Doo ul 2 
aS LnP27—7 [con 140] BU 
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© Dinbandhi 
‘ A'ryAwarta Pafichénawa ....2...04.. 
» Wasai Samdohér re 
ANGLO-GUZARA'TI. 
The Surya Prakagh. ........sccciiecsceees 
ge MEASURING cs uo ces Seu casnccacdeciiekse 
GQUZARA ‘TI. 


~ 2 


The Guzerat Mitra onciupe codievat 


93 Bombay ark Cane et 


PAINE PANIC 2... c,earsievieseescees- 
Akhbére SOWdSGAT wiieiereh ceaierees 
Rést Goftér <..........6 
Pérai;Punch .........-5« 


‘ 


eeeeeenegoseceoe 


Yajd4n Parast eres aanshs 
Deshi Mitra ..........s0« 
Samsher Béfhaédur ......, 
Ahmedabad Samachar 
Kaira Wartaman ....... 
Kattywar Samachar . 
Broach Wartam4n 
Niti Prakash. 
Satya Mitra 
DAMPGGN .....::++::- 
Kas 
Guzérat Samachar .....)..,..0.,006 
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on collected under different headg, which a are printed 4 in italics. 
: ! printed in italics, and the number of thé Ne it ip the listat the 
is dee in brackets after the name. 
Wee © have not given information as to the number of copies 
y the Reporter. re 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 22nd July, opens with a leader, headed, 
Se eae ‘The easy mode of freeing the ryots from their debts, 
Animadversions on the bill No, 2.” Sir Philip Wodehouse submitted the report 
introduced into the Supreme of the Deccan Riots’ Commission ‘to the Government 
Legislature by the Honourable F tata’ hal ie oe Bing Sa natn 
Mr. Cockrell for the protec. Of India, before resigning office. The opinion ex- 
tion of the Deccan ryots. pressed by the Bombay Government, in submitting it, 
has not been published, and, therefore, its nature is 
not known to the public. However, the Honourable Mr. Cockrell says that the 
Bombay authorities approved of the recommendations made by the Commission 
for freeing the ryots hoi their debts and improving their condition, and have 
requested the Supreme Government to give them the form of law. With other 
recommendations, the Commission suggested that the land assessment was 
heavy, and that the ryots should have the convenience of paying the instal- 
ments of the assessment by first. selling the produce of their lands. But the 
Bombay Government did not support these two recommendations. It observed 
regarding the former that there was no proof of. the assessment being heavy ; 
and of the latter, that to suit the convenience of the ryots in the matter of the 
instalments, there was no other way than to revert to the old system of recover- 
ing the assessment in kind; but if this were revived, the ryots would not be 
able to understand how much they had to pay to Government, and what was 
the value of their crops. The bill brought forward by the Honourable Mr. 
Cockrell embodies some of the recommendations made by the Commission, and 
also a suggestion of the Bombay Government that the new Act should fix for 
the deed of mortgage, the same period of limitation as existed before the Limita- 
tion Act of 1859, The Indu Prakdsh then proceeds to give its opinion on 
certain proyisions of the bill. There is a probability ofa good deal of confusion 
arising, if it is enacted that all acknowledgments of debts must be written 
by the persons appointed by Government, and must be registered; since these 
ersons will be in a position to receive bribes from creditors and debtors, and 
since no kind of law can prevent a money-lender from obtaining from the would 
be debtor any conditions he likes to exact. The provision .in the bill, that 
interest will not be allowed to exceed the original amount of debt, will do no 
good to the debtor. The practice of adding a portion of the interest to the 
principal when making out the bond, already exists to some extent ; and the 
new law will only make it more general, and the Government writer of the 
document will not be able to put a stop to it.. The bill takes away the right of 
a creditor to come down upon any other property of a debtor than that mort- 
gaged, when the latter is insufficient to satisfy the debt. Under. these circum- 
stances, the ereditor will take care to obtain from the debtor a pledge of a value 
considerably larger than the amount of the debt; and this will be disadvan- 
tageous tothe latter inasmuch as he will not be able to obtain further advances 
on the same pledge when urgently required, &c. The difficulties raised by 


the bill, in the way of receiving in mortgage and selling lands, will lessen their 


value. In short, the proposed bill will not only make matters easier for debtors, 
but will rajse difficulties in their way. Government appears to think that the 


Sowkér is the only cause of the poverty of the ryots, and that if he is well 


guarded, every thing will go on well. The Government can improve the 
condition of the ryots ; but it cannot do so without making some sacrifice of its 
own interests. But the means which we consider necessary the Government 
thinks to be unsuitable. The Indu Prakdésh then recommends the following four 
measures, and reserves its arguments in support of them to. the next issue :— 
1s/.—The land assessment should be lessened; 2nd.—The existing land settle- 
ment for short periods should be re-placed by a permanent settlement like the one 


existing in the Bengal Presidency; 3rd.—A change should be made in the 
existing mode of recovering the assessment by instalments; and, 4th.—The 


period of limitation for the recovery of debts should be extended. 
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The same in alluding to the criminal | rosecution which the Government 


Observes that the Bombay 
Government — prague A 

ve an importance which i 

id not. dguacvs. to the article, 
headed, ‘‘ Excessive pride,” 
in the Shiwdji of 16th Nov- 
ember last, for which a cri- 
minal prosecution was to be 
instituted against it. | 


of Bombay intended to institute (but which ee the 
i 


Supreme Government prohibited) against S 
(27) for publishing the article, headed, ‘‘ Excessive 


pride,” contained in its issue of 16th November last, - 
observes that nobody hitherto knew the peril which the © 


Shiwdji had incurred at one time, and nobody would 
have paid any attention to the article, had not the 


Bombay Government given to it an importance which . 


it did not deserve. The conduct of the Bombay 


Government, however, shows that our authorities give importance to trifling 


matters when beng wish to ¢c 


enact the Native 


out their object. Government wanted to 


ress Act, and, it seems, found an excuse in this article. 


The same, in referring to the opinion expressed by the Honourable Mr. 


Animadverts on the opinion 
expressed by the Honourable 
Mr. Ashburner abont the 

litical associations in his 
Minute in the matter of the 
new Vernacular Press Act. 


Ashburner in his Minute in the matter of the Ver- 
nacular Press Act, regarding the political associa- 
tions of this country, observes that this opinion is such 
as to commend itself to the authorities at Simla under 
the present impérialism. For, those who have shown 
fanciful reasons for curtailing the liberty of the press, 


would not, it seems, find any difficulty in reducing the usefulness of public 
associations. The Indu Prakdsh, however, hopes they will not take up this 
work for some time to come. It also observes that had the Home Government 
left the Indian authorities to themselves in the management of this country, 
and had it not reserved to itself the right of supervision over them, the natives 
would have seen little difference between the old and the new rulers of this 
country. It is evident that though the Home Government does not devote to 
the administration of this country as much attention as it ought, yet it, in some 
measure, restrains the authorities of this country from committing illegalities. 


A correspondent of the Native Opinion (2) of the 21st July, states that the 


Observes that the order of 
the Educational Inspector for 
the Ahmednagar Zilla, that 
school-masters should pur- 
chase from their own 
books taught in their respec- 
tive classes, will prove hard 
on vernacular school-masters. 


Educational Inspector in charge of the Ahmednagar 
Zilla, has issued a circular order to the school-masters, 
directing them to purchase from their own pockets 
the books they teach to their respective classes. The 
writer observes that this order will prove a very hard 
one in the case of the vernacular masters who receive 
small salaries. 


Another correspondent writing from Mahdbleshwar, states that the five 


Conmiplains that since the 
five miles circle of jungle land 
at Mahableshwar went into 


the charge of the Forest De-— 


ment in May last, the vil- 
ae suffer great inconveni- 


ences in regard to firewood 
and grass. | 


put into the pound. The sepo 


miles circle of jungle land hitherto in charge of the 
Deputy Collector, was, in May last, made over to the 
Forest Department, and since then the people living 
within these five miles suffer many inconveniences. 
People are prohibited from cutting dry wood in the 
jungles, and from sending their cattle to graze there. 
f any cattle are found ing they are caught and 
ys of the Forest De- 


' partment stand in the bazar, and forcibly take possession of dry wood, which 

the people have cut in the jungles reserved by themselves, on the plea that it 
‘belongs to the Government jungle. The grazing ground 7 to the 
village is small and insufficient, and the cattle are not allowed to be grazed in 
the jungle. In consequence they are starved, though there is plenty of grass 


around them. The people are willing to buy the nght of cutting ; 


in the 


Government jungles at auction ; but Government is not willing to sell it, an 


hence great inconvenience is experienced in the matter of grass, 
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| The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of tho 17th July, but reeeived on the 21 


Censures Government for 


-houses immediately on 
the commencement of the 
monsoon, and for trying to 
recover arrears land 
revenue, and prays it to levy 
‘a small land assessment until 
the agriculturists reeover 
their former condition. 


8 


eonsequenee of the famine, and the conduct of Govern- 


ment towards them,” censures Government for stop- 
ping both last and this year’s famine works and relie 
ouses, and for commencing to realize the arrears 
land revenue as soon as the monsoon commenced. 
The last two years’ famines committe pat 
and carried away numerous persons, and 


ably reduced the pec 


uniary abilities of the survivors to 
maintain themselves in future calamities of a similar 


nature. This year also, the calamities of the last two years threaten to 
re-appear and harass the people ; and, consequently, there is a likelihood of the 
number of the famine-stricken people being considerably larger than it was 


during the last two years. The writer. here <a of Malik 
and foresighted minister of the Emperor of Delhi 
ment during the famines which occurred in his time, and 


bar, the wise 
, having exacted a small assess- 
requests the British 


Government to adopt a similar course while the agriculturists have not recovered 
from their reduced and tos ggaiamas eondition, and to support such of them 
as have no means of livelihood. 


The Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 3rd. J uly, commences an article, and con- 


Approves of the Minute of 
His Excellency the Governor 
on Forest Conservancy in the 
Deccan and Khandesh, an 
only wishes that in i 
out the measures recommend. 
in it, ineonyenience and loss 
will not be allowed to fall on 
abori tribes and rural 


populations, 


eludes it in its issue of the 24th, which, after giving 
the substanee of the Minute of His Excellency Sir 
Richard Temple on Forest Conservancy in the Deccan 
and Khandesh, expresses its complete approval of the 
various measures recommended in it for the due pre- 
servation of forests at the sources of rivers and streams. 
The Dnydn Chakshu, however, wishes that eare should 
betaken that thosemeasures do not infliet inconvenience 
and loss on Bhils and other aboriginal tribes living in 
the hills, and on the poor rural population which 


maintains itself by gathering and selling different kinds of forest produce, and 
that the villagers in the neighbourhood of forests do not experience danger to 


life and prope 


rty from wild animals, whose number is sure to increase with the 


increased extent and thickness of the forests. 
The Kiran (9) of the 21st July, in a leader, headed, ‘* Famine and death,” 


' Observations about the 
death-rate in some of the 
famine.stricken talukas of this 
Presidency as ascertained 
from the census taken on the 


in alluding to the result of the census taken on the 
10th of January last, of ten talukas of this Presidency, 
observes that the death-rate comes to about ten per 
cent. But there is a doubt whether to accept the 
figures of the census as trustworthy, since it was not 


taken of all the talukas but of those only which did | 


not suffer much from the famine. The little infor- 


mation on this subject which the Kiran has got, leads to the inference that the 
death-rate in the places which suffered most from the famine must be between 
25 and 40 per cent. For instance, it was between 21 to 29 per cent. in the 
Sholépur, go's, Muddebihdl, Bégewédri, Biddmi and some other talukas, 


between 10 an 


12 for the Dharwar, Belgaum, Satara and Sholdpur Districts, 
and of 33 for the Bhimthadi and Ind4pur Talukas. The peo 


ple are afraid that 


due care may not be taken in collecting information for the census, as happened 
in the matter of the famine against the wishes of Government ; and that conse- 


reach 


— trustworthy Coliaaattin about the deaths Guring. the famine may not 
arliament. It would be better, therefore, were | 


the information about the famine, collected with great labor by the Poona 
Sérwajanike, and other similar associations, cad dint bg 
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The same, in another leader, regrets to find that the native Membe 


Cansures the native Mem- 
bers of the Supreme Council 
for giving their votes for the 


Vernacular Press Act. Re- 


rete to find that Sir Richard 

exnple admitted the neces- 
sity of that law for this 
- Presidency ; and praises His 
Grace the Duke of Bukingham 
for opposing its application 
to the Madras Presidency. 


The Arunodayd (12) 


Observations made by the 
Pioneer in regard to the Des- 
pateh of the Government of 
India for the reduction of the 
armies of Native States, lead 
the Arunodaya to the infer. 
erice, that such a resolution 
has been , and that it 
is the desire of Government 
to give effect to it, notwith- 
standing assertions to the 


contrary. 


the Supreme Legislature did not point out to their 
European coadjutors the undesirability of passing the 


Vernacular Press Act, and censures them and other 


native officials for want of independence. The Kiran 
also praises His Grace the Duke ! 

not admitting the necessity of the application of the 
Press Act to the Madras Presidency, and i dats to 
find that the merciful Sir Richard Temple thought 
that the Act was wanted for this Presidency, and 
considers it a misfortune of the people that it should 
have been so. 


3 


of the 21st July, in a para. observes that the Pioneer 


states in reference to the Despatch of the Government 
of India for the reduction of the ‘armies of Native 
States, that the offers made by some of the Native 
States to the British Government, to give their armies 
for use in the war between England and Russia, prove 
that these armies are in such a condition as to be of 
use in the defence of the country. But the British 
Government does not require their aid; and it will be 
just for it to reduce their number, so much as to leave 
a sufficient number of troops, and thus effect a saving 
to the Native Princes, The Pioneer, observes the 
Arunodaya, is a kind of official organ, and, henee, 


its above observations establish two things, vz., that Government has really 
passed the decision about the armies of Native States, and that there is little 
meaning in the report that Government has no desire to give effect to the con- 
tents of that document. May God induce the British Government to give up its 


wish in this matter, exclaims the Arunodaya. 


The same says, the Englishman in speaking of the Indian contingent 


Observes that Lord x bee 
cannot do any thing if - 
land does not give the pay of 
the Indian contingent, since 
His Lordship conducts the 
Indian administration under 
the directions of the Home 
Government. 


sent to Europe, says that England charges to the 
account of India the cost of sending from home even 


one soldier who is learning drill, and the expenses of © 


the manufactories in England from which machine- 
made articles are supplied to India, and compels her 
to give military men such high pay as is not given by 
any other country in the world; and yet England 
takes away from India some of her regiments, employs 


them for her own use, and not only pays nothing to her in compensation for 
this loan, but does not pay even the wry wages of the soldiers employed by 


her. It is necessary, therefore, that Lord 


ytton should consider this subject. 


These observations of the Englishman, remarks the Arunodaya, are very just. 
But what can His Lordship do? It is true that he is the Governor General 
of India, and should exert himself for the welfare of her people. But His Lord- 


ship is not independent, and has to conduct the Indian a 


ministration under the 


direction of the Home Government. Hence it is wrong to believe that the 
former can over-rule the orders of the latter in money matters. 


The same, in alluding to the Minute of His Excellency the Governor, 


_ Observes that if Sir 
Richard performs the same 
process for the Marathi papers 
as he did for the BengAli ones, 
of comparing their loyal and 
dislo ings with each 


other, His Excellency will find 
dN P27—7 


admitting the necessity of bringing the vernacular 


ress under the control of Government, recently pub- 


ished in a Parliamentary Blue Book, observes that 
His Excellency says in it, that while he was the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, the vernacular papers 
of that Presidency were good, and that he is surprised 
to find that they have turned bad of late. His fexcel- 
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that the former are not dis- Jency remarks that he had then compared the loyal 
loysl, but are open-hearted and disloyal writings of the Bengal papers with 
and piain-spoken- each other, and had found that loyalty preponderated 
over disloyalty. Sir Richard also says that the Marathi papers are highly dis- 
loyal. But has His Excellency performed the same process in regard to the 
Mardthi papers as he did for the Bengali ones? If he has arrived at the opinion, 
mentioned above, after going through this process, the Arwnodaya cannot 
help it. If he has not, the Arunodaya prays His Excellency to be kind enough 
to do soin future. His Excellency will find, at the conclusion of the process, 
that the Mardthi papers are really not disloyal, but are open-hearted and plain- 


spoken. (The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 22nd J wt in noticing the recom-— 


mendation made by the Honourable Mr. Gibbs, in his Minute approving of a 
law for bringing the native press under the control of Government, that the 
writer of an article should be made to give his name at the bottom of it, and 
that made by the Honourable Mr, Ashburner in his Minute on the same subject, 
that the Editor of a vernacular newspaper should be made to give security for 
one.thousand rupees, observes that if these recommendations are adopted, not 
a single vernacular newspaper will be printed in British India, and then there 


will be no organ, through which natives can raise complaints against the Gov- 
ernment officials.) ) 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 19th July, but received on the 21st, is glad to see 


that the attention of the authorities has been of late 
Pp to oa cy “egg directed to — = tong rhlvry — a sy to sg a 
£ a greater rain-fall than there has been during the last 
rags samy Engel decade. The want of a sufficient fall of rain has been 
tain and remove the cause of the cause of the recent famines in this country; and 
col hl roi . = Peop’e, attempts should be made to obtain a greater and 
a toc te tees of faa rege fall. Butit must not be forgotten that dur- 
ing these calamities, it was seen that the people ex- 
perienced distress more from their inability to purchase corn than from a 
scarcity of it, Not only the cultivating classes, but even the general public, 
are reduged to poverty ; and Government ought to find out the cause and to 
remove it. In the matter of forest conservancy, Government should also take 
care to prevent its officers from being carried away by enthusiam, as has. been 
_ their wont of late. If a strict prohibition is made against cutting down any 
trees, people will suffer from a scarcity of fuel. . There are also fears of people 
suffering from jungle fevers, and other cognate diseases, if too much forest is 
conserved. Government should adopt the necessary measures to avoid these 
evils, and, at the same time, secure its object. 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 22nd July, in noticing the appointment of 
Mr. Kishasur Munu Swami Jyangar, L.L.B., C.LE., 


ts that there i Hi 
Bs gm “apg Wilh dy Judge ofthe Madras High Court, observes that 


Hich Gonst. Altribates this it is very astonishing that no native gentleman has 
to His Excellency the Goy- Yet been appointed as a permanent Judge in the 
ernor and other officers con- Bombay High Court, Mr. Nandbhdi Haridds was more 


sidering the Hindus as cise an one . d a, ° ) 
poate Fh yale banger 9 than once appointed as a acting Judge. He cannot 


: © 0” be said to have failed in discharging his duties satis- 
code Sint view nt factorily, since he got the acting appointment more 
| ; than once, When such is the fact, why has he not 
been provided with a permanent place? It does not become Government nét 


to appoint an educated and efficient native gentleman as a permanent Judge in 
the High go when there are so many persons quite able to do the work satis- 


a matter, or is the whole period of. his incu sage ge be 


His Excellency Sir Richard Temple ever find time to consider 


dee 


sighs Weir 


Lae v6 


Richard has been praisin 
it seems, from his —" 
16 


Hindus disloyal. 


‘to speak the truth through ne 


8 
“= P4rsis since his arrival in this Preidiety and 


es and writings, that His Excellency considers all 
Mitra advises the Hindus to bear in mind that, 
rs is considered disloyalty, and re- 


commends them to abolish all associations like the Sdérwajanika Sabhé, which 
frequently expose the mistakes of Government officers, and to establish in their 
places societies which will praise His Excellency and other European officials, 
and thereby to secure the good graces of His Excellency. The Mitra explains 
that the above remarks about His Excellency are not a digression from the 
subject of the article. Ina Parliamen Blue Book recently published, the 
- Honourable Mr. Ashburner in expressing his views against the vernacular press, 

observes that ‘‘ the Holkar and other Native Chiefs pay large sums as subscrip- 
tion to the Sdérwajanika Sabhd, and it may not be wrong to say that this asso- 
ciation is seditious.” This observation proves that the officers of Government 
are prejudiced against the Hindus ; and, therefore, they do not get high places 


like the judgeship of the High Court. To get these places and not to dis- 
please the Government officers causelessly, the people should follow the advice 
given above. Though India is under the rule of England, she will never get 


as much libe 
so, the 
by the 


rty as England enjoys, however loyal she may be. If it were not 
eople of England would not mutel 


onourable Councillor. Fortunately for India, there is the Parliament 


isten to the accusations brought 


to carry her complaints to; otherwise, there is no telling to what. height the 
overbearing conduct of Government officials would reach. All the people of 


India wish for the permanency of Her Imperial Bas, grils rule; but these 


officials fancy disloyalty where none actually exists, an 
The authorities in England should 
this matter and send better men to rule India. 


own countrymen. 


thereby mislead their 
give their attention to 
Otherwise, these officials will 


be the cause of a disaster. In. conclusion, the Mitra prays the Almighty to 
inspire them with pity for the poor and educated people of this country. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 21st July, also condemns the duty imposed 


Condemns the duty imposed 
by the new Abkari Act on 
date-trees yielding toddy, as 
it makes this wholesome drink 
of the poor dearer than be- 
fore. 


by the new Abkédri Act for drawing and selling the 
juice, of date-trees, called toddy. This subject was 
much commented upon by the vernacular press, parti- 
cularly by the Gujardti portion of it, when the Abkdri 
bill was about to. be passed by the legislature, and its 
remarks were more fully noticed in several of the week- 


ly summaries of that time. The remarks and observ- 


ations made by the Mitra in support of the condemnation of the imposition of the 
duty, are similar to them, and do not, therefore, deserve further notice in this place. 


The same in giving the short substance of the Minutes of His Excellence 


Observes that the Parlia- 
men Blue Book on the 
new Vernacular Press Act 
shows, who, out of the well 
known officers of Government, 
are the real friends, and who 
the real opponents, of the na- 
tives; and supports the opi- 
nion, that it may not belong 
before the Anglo-Indian 
press is also gagged. 


the Governor and of His Honourable Councillors, 
admitting the necessity of passing an Act for bringing 
under the control of Government the vernacular press, 
and of some other papers printed in the Parliamentary 
Blue Book on the subject of the new Press Act, observes 
that this black Act, which is the enemy of the public, 


shows who are the friends and who the ys pene of 


the natives among the well known officers o 
ment. 


Govern- 
Those who have opened their hearts and given 


their opinions, under the belief that they were given 
confidentially and in the hope that they will remain - 

confidential, must, it seems, have been’ disappointed 
same publication also supports the opinions that the law which has now g 


y the Blue Book. The 


the vernacular papers, will not take a long time to apply to the Anglo-Indian 


_ press also, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 25th July, in noticing the complaint 


- Observes that accused Eu- 
ropeans and natives should be 
protected against imprison- 


4NP27—7 


raised by some of the Anglo-Indian papers, that ‘Mr. 
Dewey and Mr. Bedford, who were accused of some 
criminal offences in connection with the G. I. P. Rail- 
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ment and other barshipg to way, were Kept in prison as they could not furnish the 


which they are sometimes heavy securities, which they were asked to give, and 
Hane —— cargo that they were put to steak. expense in iedtins their 
because they cann ; : ‘ ; 
the very heavy securities de. defence against accusations which were not proved, 
manded by the Magistrates. as the witnesses gave unreliable evidence under help 

' from the police; observes that this complaint is right, 
as such treatment is a great tyranny and a curtailment of the liberty of a 
British subject. Numbers of natives, not only of the lower classes but sometimes 
of the higher also, when accused of crimes, receive similar treatment, and are 
subjected to heavy expenses like those met with by the two above-named Euro- 
pean gentlemen. It would be well, therefore, to adopt some measures against 
such occurrences, and to protect both Europeans and natives from them. 


The same of the 26th July, regrets to learn that the motion made by the 
Honourable Mr. Gladstone in the House of Commons in 
_ Observations on the failure regard to the new Vernacular Press Act, has been 
of the motion of the Honour- negatived by a majority, as it thinks this to be an 

able Mr. Gladstone in regard . ° 
to the new Vernacular Press Occurrence which affects the liberty of this country. 
Act. Though all sensible Europeans and natives must feel 
, : sorrow forthis occurrence, it has one consolatory feature. 
The majority in favour of the law must be attributed to the bickering which is 
carried on between the parties of Lord Beaconsfield and of the Honourable Mr. 
Gladstone, and more to the desire of the partizans of the former to support their 
own party, than to the justness of the law itself. Englishmen, who value 
liberty so highly, and have often sacrificed so much to preserve it, and who 
a feel great pride about this greatest excellence of their country, would not but 
& for the reason mentioned above, pass the resolution which has been arrived at. 
_ ‘The other reason of the majority negativing the motion was, that, if the law 
was repealed, the influence of the Government of India would be weakened. 
This plea, observes the Samdchdr, is not to be approved. It is often advanced by 
the Secretary of State, the Under Secretary, and their partizans, whenever 
motions are made to abrogate any law or arrangement of the Indian Govern- 
ment. It was advanced at the discussions in Parliament on the Trades License- 
tax, and the Duty on Salt. If this plea is allowed on every occasion of the 
discussion of an Indian topic in Parliament, there will be no authority to oppose 

the improper acts of the Indian Government. 


The Rdst Goftdr (46) of the 21st July, in a leader, headed, ‘* Conder 
versus Crawford,” in referring to Mr. Bedford’s being 


make enquiries into the charge 
of getting up cases, brought 
against the police in the ease 
of Mr. Bedford, recently 
tried by the Session Court of 
Sholapur, and to ascertain 
the truth in this matter. 


Requests Government to found, by the Session Court of Sholdpur, not guilty of 


the charge of receiving a bribe, observes that the case 
against the accused broke down, as Balkrishna and 
other witnesses for the prosecution deposed before the 


. Court, that the police had exercised tyranny over them, | 
and had tutored them to make the statements which 


they had previously made. In this case the Commis- 
sion appointed by Government to enquire into the railway frauds was on one 
side, and the officials of the (G. I. P.) Railway were onthe other. Mr. Arthur 
Crawford, the President of the Commission, shows great anxiety to discover the 
frauds, without making any distinction between the European and native sub- 
ordinates of the rajlway. He deserves praise for discharging his duties courag- 
eously. But the Anglo-Indian papers run him down for this conduct. -Mr. 
Conder, though a Member of the Commission, has taken up the side against it; 
and it seems that a difference of opinion has arisen between him and the Pre- 
sident of the Commission. This has encouraged the friends of the railway offi-. 
cials to make attacks on the President and his doings, and to recommend to | 
Government to take him out of the Commission. But this should not be done, | 
as strict inquiries, like those made by him, are necessary to bring to light the © 


extensive frauds of the railway. On the other hand, Mr. Conder ought to be 
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renewed from the Commission as he is connected with the railway. Mr. 


| | — Orawford has done right in getting the aid of the police of Bombay and of the 


mofussil in making inquiries into the frauds, and the frightful attacks made 
ublicly on the police for rg a a few railway officials ought to be pro- 


ibited. It is not credible, that even 


or Mr. Crawford, the weak police would 


get up cases against European officers. But in the case of Mr. Bedford, it has 
been found in open court, that such a thing has occurred. Government ought, 
therefore, to enquire into this stigma on the police, and ascertain the truth in re- 

toit. The Akhbdre Sowddgar (45) of the 22nd July, makes similar observa- 
tions. The Kalpataru (17) of the 21st July, in noticing this case, observes that 
from the evidence produced and the judgment passed on the case by the Judge, 
people say that the police practised great tyranny and concocted the case. The 
Kalpataru, therefore, hopesGovernment will consider thismatter duly and prevent 
similar annoyance occurring in future. A correspondent of the Kiran (9) of the 
same date makes somewhat similar observations. The Yajddén Parast (48) of the 
same date, alludes to the case of Mr. Bedford, decided in the Session Court of 
Sholdépur, and also to that of using again the once used tickets of B. B. and C. I. 
Railway, decided on by one of the Police Magistrates of Bombay, and observes 
that some of the witnesses in these cases stated that the police exercised 
tyranny over them and tutored them to give false evidence, and, consequently, 
the prosecutions miscarried, This has given rise to much comment on the 
conduct of the police amongst the people. It behoves the Government, therefore, 
to make inquiries into the matter. : 


The Yajdin Parast (8) of the 21st July, regrets to find that His Excel. 


Observes that the opinion 
given by Sir Richard Temple 
that the vernacular press of 
Bombay is decidedly worse 
than that of Bengal, seems to 
have been formed in a hurry, 
and that the press does not 
deserve this condemnation. 


ency Sir Richard Temple has, in his Minute on the 
question of the necessity of enacting a law for bring- 
ing under the control of Government the vernacular 

ress, condemned the native press of Bombay as 

ecidedly worse than that of Bengal. This stigma on 
the whole of the press must cause regret to the native 
public. It was not expected, that the able, experi- 
enced, and open-hearted Sir Richard would condemn 


the whole press as worse, for the faulty writings of a few members of its Marathi 
portion. It seems that His Excellency has arrived at this opinion in a hurry, 
and not after full inquiry. Sir Richard assumed the administration of this 
Presidency on 1st May 1877. He then visited Sind, Kattywar, several parts of 
the Deccan, and the Central Provinces, and had, moreover, to do some business 
in connection with the famine, His Excellency had not even sufficient leisure, 
in the period of eight months which elapsed before his penning the abovemen- 
tioned Minute. It also seems that His Excellency has formed this opinion 


derogatory to the press, on reading the superficial translations made by the . 


Government Reporter. Had Sir Richard read full translations of the whole of 
the matter which appeared in the papers, he would have arrived at an opinion 
contrary to the one he has formed. The native press does not deserve the 
stigma thrown on it. No statement is made to support it. The alleged sedi- 
tious extracts are made from the Indu Prakdsh (1), the Native Opinion (2), and 
the Rast Goftér (46), and they scarcely deserve to be called seditious. 


The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 18th July, in noticing the report given ina 
gpoent number of the Hitechchhu “A Ahmedabad (41) 

that some carts were forcibly seized the other day i 
ts the Hi rt 2? am 
to a satein "aha Ahmedabad by the police of that city, and put to the 
objectionable practice of seiz- work of carrying the luggage of the Post Master to 


Ing carts and putting them to : . : a 
the foesad lakne = ge the (railway) station, revives the old complaint of the 


the luggage of Government 

officials which prevails in the 

etching of Guzarat, particu- 
ly in Ahmedabad. 


oN P 27—7 


press of Guzerat, that the police of that province, 


particularly of Ahmedabad, forcibly seize carts and — 


ut them to the work of carrying the luggage and 
kit of Government officials against the will of the 
cartmen. The Mitra gives a short description of'the 
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inconveniences arising to the cartmen from their being put to forced labor, and | 


observes that on loud complaints being raised on this subject by the press, the 
High Court (of Bombay) decided that carts should not be seized and put to 
forced labor. After this decision no complaint on this subject arose for a year 
or two. It seems that the objectionable practice has been revived of late. It 
behoves the High Court, therefore, to adopt measures to prevent the police 
from acting in disregard of its order. : 


The same states, that a band of mounted highwaymen about one hundred 


strong, has been, for some time past, committing high- 
States that a band of way robberies near Pétan, Deesa and Udepur. One 


mounted highwaymen about of the band goes about in the dress of a raéjé on the 
one hundred strong, plunder 


ne cllors nok Phen: Doce, 100K-out for booty. The rest of the men, mounted on 
and Udepur, in Guzerat, and fleet mares and carrying arms with them, hover on 
requests Government to put his track ; and on his waylaying the travellers, come 
it down. to his aid and plunder them of all their things. If 

the travellers oppose their will, the robbers do not 
scruple to kill them. This band is said to have grown rich by the plunder it 
has collected. The latest instances were its plundering a European lady, carry- 
ing off the amount of seven thousand rupees belonging toa Sowkér of Udepur 
and a box containing some articles belonging to the Rand of Udepur, which 
were being taken from Ahmedabad to that town, and two maunds of opium be- 
longing to another merchant, The men of this band attack and plunder even 


ten or twenty armed men by over-powering them. with a larger number. In 


conclusion, the Mitra requests Government to post strong detachments near the 


scenes of these crimes, and to remove the evil from which the travellers suffer so 
heavily and frequently. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 22nd July, states that the lists postd by 

the Collector of Bombay near police stations and 

Complains that the lists of other places, giving the names of persons liable to the 
persons Hable te the Hoense- Jicense-tax, and the amount payable by each under 
Ccllastad it Washer "aed Res the Trades License-tax Act, or Act 3 of 1878, arein the 
in the English language, &c. English language, and not in any vernacular language 
as required by section 9 of the Act. Moreover, in some 

poeet they are posted up so high as to require aladder for one to read them. 
ow can the people read these lists and be able to object, if they wish to raise 
an objection to the assessment, within one month? The Kédsid requests the 
Collector to stick up the lists at a reasonable height, and to announce to the 
public through the newspapers, by beat of tom-tom, and by other suitable means, 
what these lists are, and that if any body wants to object to the assessment, he 
must do so within one month according to the law. (The Bombay Samdchér 


(43) of the 23rd, and the Akhbdre Sowddgar (45) of the 24th July, make the same 
complaint. 


Railways. 


The Gazerat Mitra (42) of the 21st July, revives the complaint made by 


it and some other papers of Guzerat some time ago, 

se ~~ B. B. andC.1I. against the discontinuance of the practice, which at 
fens plate nes eet . = give one time existed at the stations of the B. B. and C. I. 
people and not to the rich. Railway, of selling platform-passes at one anna each, 
to all who applied for them. The Mitra alludes 

to the great convenience enjoyed by persons wishing to put their friends or 
relations into railway carriages, or to receive them at the stations when they 
came by rail from other places, under the system of giving a platform-pass for 


One anna, and observes that this system was abolished, and re-placed by the - 
one of giving free passes to respectable persons. But’since the introduction, of. 
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the new system about a year ag0. poor people cannot get any free passes, and 


they have to accompany their friends or relations as far as one or two nearest 
stations of the railway. The Mitra does not like the idea of these people being 
put to such expense for the satisfaction of their desire to see their friends put 
into the railway carriages, and asks the Railway Company to give free platform- 
passes to poor people, and not to the rich, who can well afford to accompany 
their friends or relations for one or two stations, if they wish. 


The same revives another old complaint of the press of Guzerat about the 
. _, 8. B.and C. I. Railway, that it makes Dheds sit in the 
ial ee CTR 8ame carriages in which the other classes of Hindus 
= : Coeapeny ‘makes Dheds Sit. The Mitra alludes to the religious feelings of 
a other classes of Hindus the latter being wounded by having to sit by the side 
sit together in thesamecarri- of a Dhed,; and to the Company having discontinued 
age precise So yore the this objectionable practice on the Dékor line, and ex- 
cae bject_ on religious presses wonder and regret that it does not abolish it on 
elias its other lines. This complaint has been frequently 
noticed in the weekly summaries, and it does not, therefore, appear necessary 
to notice it more fully in this place. 


Native States. 


The Kdstde Mumbai (58) of the 22nd July, states that a villager with some 
bundles (of grass) was one day entering the gate of 
Reports to the Diwan of the town of Pdétan in the Gdikwad’s territory, when 
Ba: “pie = agen ger ——. the karkun at the door threatened to imprison him if 
pyre and requests himto he did not give him (the kdrkun) bundles worth six 
put a stop to such mis. annas. The poor rustic was frightened into com- 
management. pliance. A stranger who witnessed this affair put him 
up to carry his complaint to the local authority. He 
did so ; but the officer sent him away telling him that he would not receive such 
a petty complaint. The Kdsid requests the attention of the Diwdn to this con- 
duct of the Patan official, and requests him to put a stop to such mismanage- 
ment. 


Miscellaneous. 


Most of the papers of this week record, with deep regret, the death of Sir 

.. Cowasji Jehangir Readymoney, Knight, C.8.I., which 

Cowen po lioragy featye _ took place on Friday the 19th instant. ‘They describe 
money, Knight, C.S.1., as a with less or more detail his career and princely 
eee ye: Ping benefactor charities, and — his death as a great loss to the 
a eee oan public, of which he was a great and liberal benefactor. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 30th July 1878. 
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Pol ties and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 29th July, in a leader headed, “ The Native 
Press Act once more,” in giving the short substance 
A few sentiments on the of the correspondence between the Supreme Govern- 
Sur : aria ve the ment and the several local Governments and admi- 
upreme Governmentand the : : : j ws 
different local Governments nistrations on the question of the desirability of 
and administrations on the passing a law for bringing the vernacular papers 
ing of ved wid hk wna under the control of Government, ironically observes 
ret. that it plainly shows that the Government of India 
ment of India, : : : ; é 
. has spent a good deal of its wisdom in creating fanci- 
ful difficulties to carry out its object, and in representing them to the Home 
Government as very dangerous. It has been previously mentioned by the 
Indu Prakdsh that the idea of curtailing the liberty of the vernaculer press 
first occurred to Lord Northbrook. Forsome reason not positively known, His 


Lordship did not bring it before his Council. Lord Lytton who succeeded His — 


Lordship, did not follow the good objects of his predecessor, and only carried 
out his intentions about the vernacular press by passing the Vernacular Press 
Aet. Some of the Governors, Councillors, Political Agents and others, who gave 
their opinions on the question of the Press Act, appear to have expressed their 
views without any regard to justice, in the confidence that they would never 
be published and themselves would not be exposed to the derision of wise and 


consicerate persons. 


The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 29th July, is much disappointed that 


Sorrow expressed at the 
failure of the appeal to Par- 
liament to repeal the new 
Vernacular Press Act of the 
Government of India. 


a leader of a recent issue of the Times of India on the subject. 


Parliament has given its sanction to the Vernacular 
Press Act of the Government of India, as modified b 

the Despatch of the Secretary of State for India of the 
31st May last. The remarks and observations made 
in this article, are similar to those which appeared in 
(Most papers 


of this week record more or less sorrowfully the failure of the appeal to Parlia- 
ment to repeal this unpopular law). 


The same states that the river Mutha has risen and overflows the Kum- 


Asks the police of the 
Haveli Taluka to prohibit 
persons coming into the city 
of Poona by crossing the 
Kumbharwe’s dam while it is 
onder water. 


prohibit this practice. 


Requests the authorities of 
the city of Poona to lessen the 
annoyance suffered by the 
people from importunate 
famine-stricken people going 
about begging, by sending 
them to the relief camp at 
Dhankawdi. 


A correspondent of the same states that notwithstanding the despatch of 


Requests Government to 
do something for the relief of 
the famine-stricken people 
collected in the town of Pan- 
dharpur. : 


bhdérwe’s dam at Poona. It is dangerous to go over 
this dam when the river overflows it; and the city 
police wisely prohibit residents of the city from cross- 
ing it. But persons enter the city by walking over 
this dam from the opposite bank of the river. The 
writer requests the police of the Haveli Taluka to 


The same of the Ist August, states that notwith- 
standing the:relief camp an Dhankawdi, the number of 
famine-stricken persons going about begging in the 
city of Poona, has not lessened. They piteously cry 
out for alms, and some of them steal petty articles. 
The writer requests the authorities concerned to lesson 
the annoyance suffered by the people of Poona from 
these beggars. : 


about. five hundred famine-stricken people from the 
town of Pandharpur about a month ago to the famine 
work at Yawati, the number of famine-stricken persons 
going about begging in that town has -not lessened; 


and requests Government to do something for them. 


eit. 
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The same writer complains that the employés of the Civil Court at. 


Complains that the em- Pandharpur get their monthly pay very late; and 
ploy of the Civil Court at requests the Judicial crm AB the’ district to 
an 


rae ae MM remove this complaint of their subordinates. 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 24th July, but received on the 28th, makes 


A few criticisms on the ep obje tng die ean Bro rages ere 
Py je ment of India. e soldiers ought to rohibite 
new Arms’ Act otthe Govern- ¢ O01 carrying arms when: they go out for a airing, 
as fatal accidents to the natives sometimes occur there- 
from. There is no need for permitting Magistrates to keep arms, as policemen 
are given them for their protection. It is to be regretted that though the 
Hindus are highly loyal, the Government has no confidence in them; all subjects 
of Her Majesty ought to receive the same treatment from the law. The culti- 
vators of land ought to be permitted to keep arms to protect themselves from 
the attacks of wild beasts. The employés of the forest Department also 
should be permitted to carry arms with them, asin the performance of their 
duties they will very frequently come across wild animals. The Sudhdkar also 
comments on a recent order of Government in regard to carrying arms by the 
civil population. The order says if a person brings a certificate from the Patil 
and the Kulkarni of a village that he has killed some ferocious animals, he will 
be allowed to keep arms, and that persons wishing for protection to their valu- 
able properties may get policemen to do the work on giving their pay. The 
latter provision is more astonishing than the former. Government will give 
the policemen; but, it seems, it will not be responsible for them, or make u 
the loss inflicted by their en to discharge their duties satisfactorily. Bot 


these orders appear to be intended as a refusal to permit people to keep arms. 


The Dnydnodaya (8) of the 25th July, but received on the 28th, in carry- 

ing ona controversy with the Nibandhmdldé about 

Observes that the December Christianity and the Marathi language, observes that 

Number of the Nibandhmdélé the Number of this periodical for December last, has, 

Seay og © nel cxioge & as usual with it, shown contempt of the Dnydnodaya, 

Christians, the Missionaries ‘he Christians, the Christian Missionaries and the 

and the Christian religion. Christian religion, by using several expressions of 
ridicule and irony. 

The Arwnodaya (12) of the 28th July, in giving the substance of the 

| Despatch of theSecretary of State for India onthe report 

Animadverts on the Des- gubmitted by the Government of India on the recent 

nce pore of ig riots at Surat, observes that it is astonished to see that 

ra” | Lord Cranbrook has approved of the conduct of the 

Surat authorities. It seems that His Lordship has 

arrived at his conclusions without obtaining full information and without due 

consideration of the subject. Had he obtained detailed and unvarnished 

information on questions connected with these riots, such as whether the rioters 

did or did not carry arms with them when they had closed business and were 

collected in bodies ? who were the aggressors, the local authorities or the popu- 

lace ? is it a fact that the people were without arms and not prepared to make 

an attack, and yet that the police attacked some persons of the populace in con- 

sequence of a simple altercation between them? if it is true, was the conduct 

of the police justifiable ? and other questions of a similar nature, many persons 


believe that His Lordship would have arrived at a conclusion quite different from 


the one to which he has come. His Lordship should have also considered that 
though the few European authorities may have been alarmed for their safety 
by the large gathering and suddenness of the occasion, they ought to have duly 
seen whether the populace was armed and whether it intended to kill them ; and 
they could have well pacified the populace by assuring it that its objections to 
the levy of the license-tax would be brought to the notice of Government. The 
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Arunodaya disavows any sympathy with, or advocacy of, the rioters, and observes 

that it is 5 just that they should be punished for their evil acts; but the 

decision of the Secretary of State has not been passed 

ation of the subject. In conclusion, the people are advised to conduct themselves 

with great meekness towards the authorities and thereby to secure their good 

Braces. : 2 , 
The same, in a leader, headed * England is benefited in Turkish affairs,” 
oe in noticing the opinion expressed by the Englishman 

Criticises the conduct of thot the treaty of B 
ooo peas onthe ata in Europe, since it feels certain that 


ish affair. tion of 

Russia will not evacuate the Turkish provinces which 
she has occupied with an army of fifty thousand men, at the end of nine months 
as promised by her; and in such case Bulgaria will permanently pass into her 
possession, and then shame and confusion must befall England and other 
powers at the Conference ; ironically observes that this conjecture of the English- 
man 18 eorrect, but it (the Arunodaya) cannot see why in that case England 
should feel ashamed. She has obtained without any trouble the large island of 
Cyprus. Hitherto she believed that it was not safe to allow Russia to obtain 
a footing in Asiatic Turkey, since it would endanger the passage of England 
to India, and would make her rule in the latter country unstable. The Aruno- 
daya and persons of its opinion think that England should stick to that belief. 
But the aceomplished and expert ministry has given up its former opinion. It 
thought formerly that the Turkish empire should be preserved intact. But it 
now thinks that the Ottoman empire should be divided among the other Euro- 
pean powers; that England does not incur any danger from Batoum and other 
places passing into the possession of Russia ; and even if there were any danger 
that England would be quite safe if she got a place there to station her army. 
These thoughts of England cannot be condemned as faulty, as she and the 
thoughts of her people are improving day by day. If Russia does not give up, 
as agreed to by her, the provinces she has occupied, England should take care 
not to vacate Cyprus. If the former tries to occupy more Turkish territory, 
England should fight with her, and wrest from her, for her own benefit, Batoum 
and the other places, If England then thinks it is not advisable to do so, she 
should get another Conference held of European powers, and divide among 
them the remaining Ottoman empire. It is the business of every kingdom to 
obtain more territory. by practising state-craft, a rule in practice from olden 
times ; and England should not incur any blame for following it. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 28th July, complains that the police of Shol4pur 

ut handcuffs on Malhdrraw alias Tatyd Malhar, a 
Mukhtiér of the Railway Magistrate’s Court, who has 
been apprehended by it, The accused is not likely 
to run away from the custody of the police, and yet 
handcuffs were put upon him when taking him to Pandharpur by railway in 
order to his being placed before the Second Assistant Collector. The law does 
not authorize putting handcuffs on persons accused of any crime whatever, and 
thereby disgracing them. It is also wrong in the law to make accusations for 
theft and breach of trust unbailable, though they be made by an unprincipled 

erson, Itis also wrong in the Sholdpur police to keep witnesses in its custody. 
he writer requests Government to take notice of these matters. 


The same states that in three or four cases lately vier - oe. Sessions 

. Court of Sholapur, it was found that the police kept 

Mo pur, po 3p 
duct pot sin = hg the witnesses in its custody and ie them to give 
committed by the police of evidence as it liked. In the case of the murder of a 


Complains of alleged mis- 
conduct on the part of the 
police of Sholapur, &e. 


Sholépur, and a request tothe ¢arpenter, some witnesses were kept in the custody 
gees ges ri to take of the police, and they stated in the Court that they 

hao ae were beaten, and were kept starving for the first ny 
of their imprisonment, and on the third day handcuffs were put upon them, In 


after a mature consider- 


erlin does not assure the restora- 
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the case of dacoi Ly was practised ; and it came out in evidence that a 
ied adultery with a wo 


policeman committec tery with a woman concerned in the case. In the 
case of Mr. Bedford, tyranny was practised on all the witnesses, and the account 
book was tempered with in one place. In the case of Govind Manohar, a docu- 
ment, important for the defence of the accused, disappeared. From these cases 
the people think that it is better to live in the Mogldi than under the British 


Government, The Kalpataru also complains that though Fatesing Jamddar 


gave a kick with his boot, and thereby brought about the death of an accused 

erson, he has been charged with simple beating and has been released on bail. 
The writer requests the District Magistrate’s attention to the above-mentioned 
matters. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodhak (23) of the 28th July, states that the 
road on the Maldghat has holes in some places, and 
Complains that the road jin other places large stones are lying. They cause 
on the copra cag hg of re, considerable annoyance to carts, horses and travellers 
ae Ve Se ea The authorities concerned are request- 


ed to repair it at once. 


The Kashta Wildsint (28) of the 30th July, in a long leader, headed, 
‘‘ Fore-thought,” containing a great deal of rigmarole, 


Disapproves of the des- Observes that the Rdanis of Kuchbehar made several 
tch of the young Prince of 


# "petitions to Government, and, in their great affection 
nrg oaeres' that the for their son, even struck their heads mda drew blood 
young Princes of India ought jin hopes that the young Prince might not be sent on 
soa —— practi ogo a tour to En wee 6 But it was resolved by his evil 
thought and health. star to send him to that country, and nothing could 

alter that resolve. Had the Rdnis taken the pre- 
caution of memorializing Her Imperial Majesty beforehand, there would have 
been no cause of complaint. Very probably the turn of the young Princes of 
Baroda, S4wantwari, Kolhdépur, Miraj, Inchalkaranji, Mysore, Hyderabad, &c., 
to go to England may come hereafter very soon. But itis better to consider 
this subject beforehand. It is true that travelling makes the traveller wiser 
than before ; but it cannot be of any use to him unless his knowledge and health 
are well grounded. England is the seat of the Indian Government, and it is 
the duty of a native of India to ey a visit to it. But no benefit can accrue 


from the visit, unless it is paid after due consideration of time, country, 
health, &e. oe 


The Mélwan Samdchdr (34) of the 22nd July, in a continuation of its 

| unfinished leader, headed, ‘‘ Does the English Govern- 

y Bigs sary > a ment follow truth ?”’ observes that there were in the 
hia time of Lord Dalhousie, as there are now, some ill- 
wishers of the natives, and by their advice His Lord- 

ship conceived the idea of the annexation-policy. He commenced giving effect 
to it by annexing to the British territory in the first year of his administration, 
the principality of Satara, as the then holder of it died heirless. Encouraged 
by the annexation of that State without any evil consequences following from it, 
the ill-wishers of the natives turned their attention to Hedeesiad, The Nizam 
had an heir, and hence his State could not be resumed. Yet the province of 
Berar was wrested from him. The English know an effective contrivance for 
getting into their possession or under their control a Native State. They pick 
a quarrel with the State, array their forces against it, bring about its defeat by 
intrigues, plots, &c., without losing a single soldier, and then by treaty keep 
a subsidiary force in it. This force is necessarily maintained by the Prince in 
whose State it is kept, and proves of use to the English in defeating him and in 
giving over to them his territory when he shows opposition to them. BY this 
stratagem they have conquered most of the Native States. None of the Minis- 
ters of these States, except Néand Farnawis understood it. He did not allow 
them to keep such a force in the Peshwa’s territory. After his death Béjirdw II. 
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allowed, in his folly, such a force to be Te in his r4j, and the conse- 

uences of his imprudence are well known. is kind of army was with the 
Nizam, and a large sum of money on account of its expenses had fallen into 
arrears. The English pressed him to pay off this sum at once, or to cede the 
Berars until it was liquidated. He consented to the latter proposal ; and though 
the debt together with its interest has been paid off, the province has not been 
yet returned to him. The newspapers have already published the shuffling 
practised in this matter, and it need not be repeated here. The Samdchdr of 
the 29th July, states that in 1854 the State of Ndgpur was annexed to the 
British territory, as the then holder of it died without male heirs of the body. 
In 1856 Oude also was annexed, as great misrule and mismanagement then 
existed in it. These annexations made Englishmen glad, as they brought more 
territory for their employment. But they also created dissatisfaction in the 
people which led to the revolt of 1857. It was certainly wrong for the Hindu 
and Mahomedan subjects of the British Government to rise against their rulers ; 
but some share of the blame due on account of those events, falls to the share of 
Lord Dalhousie, who, without good reason, committed the injustice of resum- 
ing the above-mentioned States, and gave cause tosome people torebel. Then 
Englishmen saw that His Lordship’s annexation policy was a great blunder, 
and blamed him for it. Her Majesty assumed direct sway over India; but the 
annexed States were not restored to their owners. Those Native Chiefs who 
joined the rebels deserved punishment ; but those who remained staunch and 
loyal, ought to have received favors. Why was not the fort of Gwalior restored 
to Sindia ? Why was not a son given in adoption to the late Raja of Satara and 
the State not restored to him? Why was Dhulipsing not given back his State ? 
Why was not a pension of a lac of rupees given to Ndnd Saheb Peshwé out of 
the territory of 8 krors conquered from the Peshwi? There are many other 
instances of the same sort. Where self interest appears, Englishmen fail to do 
justice, &c. On the assumption of the rule over India, Her Majesty gave bare 


romises in Her proclamation, but made no presents to any body, not even to 
er friends. 7 


The Surya Prakash (40) of the 29th July, complains that the First Class 
mapeuees - Subordinate Judge of Ahmedabad has refused to file 
Clase Sub-Judge of Ahm an award of the arbitration court of that city. A few 
bad has refused to file an arbi- days ago the latter tribunal made an award on the 
tration award under Section application of the parties. The decree was presented 
bear land Santo Mk wena to the Sub-Judge for being filed under Section 525 of 
eer an upmateria’reason the Civil Procedure Code. But he has refused to 
comply with the Logger on the ground that ‘‘ the cause of getting this deci- 
sion is no other than to save the stamp duty payable to Government.” The 
writer censures the Sub-Judge for bringing this reason for the refusal; says he 
has no right to start such objections, when there is a distinct provision of the 
law for filing awards passed by arbitration, which has been resorted to without 
the intervention of the civil court; and requests Government (the High Court ?) 


to take due notice of this subject, and save the people from unnecessary hinder- 
ances in getting justice. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 28th July, repeats the old complaint that 


the land assessment in the Bombay Presidency is 


Repeats the old complaint : 
sinh ‘ahs Sac uae ae te unbearably heavy. It observes that Government has 


the Bombay Presidency is 
unbearably heavy, and prays 
Government to reduce it, and 
protect the ryots from the 


tyrannies of their exacting 
creditors. 


admitted its great heaviness, as the Deccan Riots’ 
Commission plainly asserted the fact in its report, and 
the Government has thereupon reduced it a little in 
the Deccan and some parts of Guzerat. It is also true 


that the agricultural classes make lavish expenses on 


their marriages ; and this is to be regretted. But it 


must be remembered that they make such expenses at times only, and not every 
year. The land assessment being very heavy, in bad years the ryots are not 
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able to pay it from the produce of their lands. And then they mortgage thes 


properties and raise debts from the exacting sowkdrs. Government ought, 
therefore, to reduce the assessment still more. This step will be beneficial to 
the ryots, inasmuch as it will enable: them to save something for bad years, 


and thus not become a burden to Government in years of famine. It will also 


save Government from heavy famine expenses, and will lead to increased land 
revenue by and by, as the cultivators will be able to improve the productive 
capabilities of their holdings, and thereby to bear well the increased assessment. 


To achieve this good result Government ought also to adopt measures for reliev- 


ing the ryots from the tyrannies of their exacting creditors. 
The Bombay Samdchér (43) of the 27th July, but received on the 29th, 


uestions the propriety of 
Ps appointment of My . Sayad 
Hasan El Idroos as a Member 
of the Legislative Council of 
Bombay, on account of his 
ignorance of English, and 
observes that a_ suitable 
Mahomedan gentleman could 
be found. 


uestion the propriety of appointing Mr. Sayad Hasan 

1 Idroos as an additional Member of the Legislative 
Council of Bombay, on account of his ignorance of 
the English language. The business of the Council is 
conducted in writing and in speeches in English. 
The services of an interpreter will remove the objec- 
tion to some extent as far as writing goes. But as 
regards the speeches made at the meetings of the 


, members, and opinions to be given on tlfe spot, his 
services can be of very little use. As far as good qualities are concerned, Mr. 
Idroos is qualified for the post. But his ignorance of English makes it 
impossible for him to take a part in the discussions of the Council. It was 
desirable to fill up the vacancy in the Council created by the resignation of 
the Honourable Mr.. Mahomed Ally Rogey, by the appointment of a suitable 
Mahomedan gentleman. Government could select one from among the several 
gentlemen who are either great merchants, good scholars, or practitioners of law, 
and who possess a good knowledge of English. (The Yajdan Parast (48) of the 
28th, a the Indu Prakash (1) of the 29th July, express similar sentiments). 


The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 27th July, but received on the 29th, also 

‘ notices the bill introduced into the Supreme Legisla- 

_ Observations on the bill tyre by the Honourable Mr. Cockrell for the protection 

introduced into the Supreme F tha 1) : Sew has ‘ Pevsis. 

Legislature bytheHonourable Of the Veccan ryots trom their exacting creditors. 

Mr. Cockrell for affording ‘The Government of India has drawn from the report 

protection tothe Deccanryots of the Deccan Riots’ Commission, the conclusion that 

from the tyrannies of their the cause of the great proverty of the Deccan ryots 
exacting creditors. ‘ x ‘ af 

is the tyranny exercised upon them by their exacting 

creditors. Buta certain section of the public believes that in addition to this 

cause there is the other that, the latest increase made in the land assessment 

is so great that after its payment, very little is left for the maintenance of the 


ryot. Government does not believe in the second cause; and, consequently,. 


the bill in the Supreme Council attempts to provide against the first only. 
After giving the ‘short substance of the provisions of the draft Act, the Jame 
Jamsed observes that before passing the above bill into law, care should be 
taken that it will not make the ryots dishonest, and will not give them facili- 
ties for cheating their creditors of their dues. Again, the connection between 
the sowkdrs and the ryots exists from of old; and precautions need be adopted 
lest by dissevering it the latter become losers. The agrarian Deccan riots show- 
ed that the ryots were aware of the tyrannies of the sowkars; and yet they have 
not ceased their connection with them. The reason of this is, that the ryot 
gets credit from the sowkd4r when he cannot get it any where else. The 
money-lender gives credit to such persons as do not possess a single pie in cash, 
and knows how to recover his money. His only fault is that he becomes harsh 
and cruel in making the recoveries. Ifthe proposed law makes an impression 
on his mind that it is not any longer safe to give credit to the ryots, he will 
cease to accommodate them, and the will not be able to cultivate their lands 


for want of maintenance for themselves and of seed for their lands, though 
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there may be a plentiful fall of rain. Under these circumstances their condi- 


tion will 


as bad as it becomes under a natural famine. It seems that the 


sowkar will cease to give them credit when he sees that under the new law he 
can’ neither send his ryot-debtors to prisons, nor get as much interest from them 
as he is entitled to receive, nor sell their property sufficient to satisfy the debt. 
(The Belgaum Samdchdr (14) of the 29th July, makes somewhat similar 


remarks. ) 


The Rdst Goftér (46) of the 28th July, ina leader, headed, “ The next step 


Advices His Excellency the 
Governor to disband the 
European Volunteer Corps of 
Bombay for its refusal not 
only to admit into it the 
Parsis, but even to allow a 


for Sir Richard Temple,” states that according to the 
Times of India, His Excellency has refused to admit 
the Parsis into the Bombay Volunteer Corps. His 
Excellency loves the natives as much as he loves his 
countrymen, and very much wishes to admit the 


Parsis into the Volunteer Corps. Lord Lytton also 
ok ere fae given permission to the natives to join that corps. 

But the European Volunteers, whose wish on the 
subject was ascertained by Sir Richard through Colonel Sexton, their Com- 
mandant, have refused not only to admit the Parsis among them, but even to 
allow a company of them to be attached to their corps. By this refusal they 
have shown disrespect both to the Bombay Government and to the Government 
of India, and have made an improper race-distinction, while living among a 
varied population. It remains with Sir Richard to let them feel for this fault. 


His Excellency should disband the European Volunteer Corps. (The Dnydn 
Chakshu (7) of the 31st July, has heard a report that His Escellanes Sir Richard 


Temple has refused to raise companies of native volunteers on the ground that 
there are many castes and sects among them. Ifthe natives have permissiorf 
to enlist as volunteers, there is no use in bringing forward such objections as 
the above. In a native regiment there are sepoys of different castes and sects. 
This avenge is approved of by Government which would not do so if there 


were any disadvantages in it. A company of volunteers similarly composed 
ought not, therefore, to be objectionable). 


The Ahmedabad Samdchdr (51) of the 24th July, but received on the 31st, 
iid .... censures the police (in general) for acting arbitrarily, 
quests the authorities fue infitat: tort : | f thefts 
concerned to make the police for inflicting tortures on persons accused of thefts or 
adopt measures for the pre- robberies, for seizing carts for committing other 
vention of crimes on its get- similar improper acts, and for failing to sabi the 
pg a te oe hy dem commission of crimes by timely interference. It 
2a se tga would not prevent persons from assaulting others, or 
from committing tresspass, or from:making a “ traég4” at the door of another per- 
son, or from opposing and assaulting a bailiff in carrying out the orders of the 
court, On such occasions the policemen at the stations refer the complainants 
to the Foujddr, without whose orders they refuse to interfere. This indifference 
of the peliee leads to the perpetration of many crimes of assault, grievous 
hurt, &c., which could be prevented by its timely interference. This is the 
very cause of the numerous crimes of murder and assault which occur in the 
Kaira Zilla. The Samdchdr requests the authorities concerned, to instruct 
policemen to be ever ready to prevent crimes, on their getting information that 
the same are about to be perpetrated. 


The Kdside Mumbai (58) of the 29th July, complains that the lists of per- 


Thinks that the liste of °°2° liable to the Trades’ License-tax, and of the tax 
assesment pe ot Trades payable by each, posted at the Mumbddewi Police 


License-tax stuck up at the Station in Bombay, show that some of these persons 
Mumbadewi Police Station, have been assessed more than their circumstances 


Bombay, are not made out ge : 
with due Bt Bieg My i would justify. When the new Bank of Bombay and 


circumsta f th j, other big banks and the spining and weaving com- 
— panies are to be assessed at 200 Rupees each, certainly 
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he the Mdrwéri shroffs, whose earnings are considerably less than those of the banks: 


and the companies, ought not to be assessed at from 200 to 50 Rupees. The 
assessment imposed on oilmen, druggists, betel-leaf-sellers, green grocers and 
other petty tradesmen seems so high as to be beyond their ability to pay. The 
assessment imposed on petty dealers in cloth is also excessive compared to the 
one levied on great cloth merchants as Messrs. Graham and Co., and others. The 
same is the case with other dealers. It seems that no proper care has been taken 


witek 


in the classifications made in these lists; and the Késid hopes they will be revis- 
ed by the Collector before the tax is demanded. Soe 


The same states that gambling is extensively carried on, not only by 


Requests the police of Bom- 
bay to put down ier a 
which is extensively dye? 
in certain quarters of that city 
in the current lunar month of 
Shrawan. 


adults but even by boys, in the month of Shrawan 
in Méndwi Bandar, Hanumén Galli, Withal W4di, 
Kaélkédewi Road, Mahdérdj4’s Wadi, Bhoiwdda, Holi 
Chaklé, Bhendibazdér, Kamdtipurd. Dhobitaléw, and 
other quarters of the town of Bombay which are 
thickly populated. The police is not unaware of this 


evil practice, and ought to take prompt measures to put it down when it is 


reminded of it. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Shéhd4pur-Belgaum, states that 


States that among the 
Memans of Sh&hépur-Bel- 
gaum there is a difference of 
opinion on religious matters, 
which is likely to give rise to 
a great quarrel among them, 
and requests the authorities 
of that town to be on the alert 
to prevent such an occur- 
rence. 


in that town there isa Pishori alias Rawriya Moulwi, 
who has, by proclaiming that the Kaji, the Khatib, 
and the Mulld of that place do not follow the Sharé, 
collected some followers for himself from among the 
Kutchi Memans of that town. He has, by this schism 
among the Memans, divided relations and connections 
against each other; and in the Juma Masjid of the 
town two Khutbés and two Namdz are performed at 
one and the same time by two Im4ms. The Kédsid 


states that this correspondent expresses fears of a great quarrel taking place 


between the two parties. 


It, therefore, requests the authorities to be on.the 


alert to prevent any such occurrence taking place between them. 


The Bombay Samdch 


Censures the G. I. P. Rail- 
way Company for lessening 
the monthly wages and for 
increasing the working hours 
of such laborers as are em- 
ployed by it for lifting heavy 
pieces, and for withholding 
arrears of wages of such of 
them as have refused to work 
under the new arrangement ; 
and prays Government to in- 
terfere and compel the Com- 
pany to make satisfactory 
arrangements in this matter. 


Railways. 


dr (43) of the 29th July, censures the authorities of the 


G. I. P. Railway for lessening by about three Rupees 
the monthly wages, and for increasing one hour in 
the daily working time of the laborers employed by 
the Company for lifting and carrying heavy articles 
in its stores and workshops in Bombay, and for with- 
holding the arrears of wages of such of them as have 
refused to work under the new arrangement. The 
pay which was hitherto received by these laborers was 
not high, and did not deserve any reduction, consider- 


ing the nature of the work which they performed. 


Again, it was cruel to increase the working time by 
one hour, when they already worked eight hours a 
day, and heavy work of the nature performed by them, 


even for one hour more, undermines the health and hastens the death of the 
laborers. It is also wrong to withhold arrears of pay for one or two months of 
those laborers.who have refused to work any more, since it inflicts great dis- 
tress on them. They went in a body to the Small Cause Court to complain 
about withholding their wages in arrears, but their complaint was not received 
as it was against the law to do so. It is also said that on account of the new 
laborers frequently running away after one or two days’ work, there is a 
‘Scarcity of laborers for lifting heavy pieces, and several fitters and other workmen 
who never did any work of that kind, are made to do it, and, consequently, 
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suffer great distress. It behoves Government, therefore, to interfere in this 
matter, and compel the Company to make such arrangements as will prevent the 
infliction of any more distress on the laborers and workmen. 


’ 


The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 25th July, but received on the — 

A number of complaints 29th, contains a long communication, the writer of 
against Mr, Gokulji Sampat- Which gives, in réply to a communication in a recent 
yim Jhélé, the Diwén of the number of the Samsher Bahddur (50), a number of in- 
Jundgarh State. stances in which Mr. Gokulji Sampatrém Jhdlé, the 
Diwdn of Jundgarh, is alleged to have committed injustice. Some of them 
have appeared at times in the Hitechchhu, and were noticed in the summaries for 
those weeks more or less fully. The writer requests the attention of Colonel 
Borton, the Acting Political i of Kattywar, to the above, and recommends 
him to read the first report made by Colonel Anderson, the late Political Agent, 
about the Jundgarh administration. He has plainly mentioned in it that Mr. 
Jhalé is totally incompetent for the office of the Diwdn of that State. 


TMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


fice of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 6th August 1878, - 
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Politics and the Public Aduminsstration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 4th August, in a leader, headed, ‘* The 
Native Press Act, No. 1,” is glad to find that the 
Observes that though the xertions made hy the people and the press of India, 
new Vernacular Press Act has b ‘Wharalontshed Mnelen a aed 
not been repealed, some bene- YY Some tiberal-minde | hmen in this cig 
fits have accrued to this as well asin England, and by the English press with 
country indirectly from the the object of getting the new Vernacular Press Act 
i BAN qe sy com lag repealed by Parliament, have produced some indirect 
Jae wed bs advantages to this country, though they have failed 
in getting this unpopular law abrogated. Generally, the thoughts of the Indian 
Government and of Europeans are the same, and are opposed to the interests 
of the natives. But in the matter of the liberty of the press there arose a 
difference of opinion among the Government, some of its officers, and Europeans. 
Those who were blinded by power alone supported the Press Act; while those 
who were considerate, of mature thoughts, foreseeing, and of liberal and in- 
dependent views opposed it. The noble and liberal-minded Governor of Madras 
and his Councillors disapproved of the measure, and opposed its application to 
their Presidency. This was, undoubtedly, a great benefit to this country. The 
difference of opinion which arose between Sir E. Perry, Sir W. Muir, and 
Colonel Yule on one side, and the Secretary of State and his other Councillors 
on the other, is also another advantage, inasmuch as the Government of India 
will not now dare to enforce the law with severity. That Lord Cranbrook did 
not express a full approval of the law is the third advantage; and his modifica- 
tions will be of some use. The fact that the Press Act was discussed before 


a full House of Parliament is the first of its kind, and is a happy indication that 


Englishmen have commenced to pay more attention than they hitherto given 
to Indian questions. In conclusion, the Opinion advises the natives to continue 
to make complaints to the authorities against this law, and assures them that 
their exertions in that direction will, ultimately, be crowned with success, if 
the vernacular papers show moderation in their writings. 


The same in noticing the new Arms’ Act of the Government of India, 


4 observes that peace reigns throughout the country, 
| Observations on the new and nothing is. known as to what has induced Gov- 
Arms’ Act of the Government ° fae 
Cay Ae hy ernment to pass this law. Probably, it is the result 


of the way in which business in the Viceregal Legis- 
lature is done now-a-days. Some people, however, say that Government has 
passed this law. because arms of European manufacture are sent in large num- 
bers from India to countries on the frontiers of British India; and on political 
grounds, it thinks these exports should be prohibited. If this be the case, it is 
very desirable that Government should enact a law for prohibiting the exports. 
But there appears no ground for saying that if the exports from India were prohi- 
bited, those countries would have no other means to obtain arms of European 
manufacture. Very probably even now they possess a sufficient quantity of 
English arms. Such being the case, the new Arms’ Act appears to have been 
passed principally as regards India. After these preliminary observations, the 
Opinion gives the substance of the Act, and remarks that a very small fraction 
of the population of this country have a liking for carrying arms. Moreover, 
in 1857 Government deprived the people of most of their arms. The conse- 
quence of this is that, there is scarcely a sword or a dagger among the entire 
population of a place; and as for a musket, such a weapon is not to be found 
among them. The people are not unruly, and peace reigns on all sides. The 
rulers admit, both orally and in writing, that the people are highly loyal. The 
cause of passing the law is, therefore, inexplicable. 


The Dnyén Prakdsh (3) of the 8th August, makes a few observations onthe _ 


decision of the High Court on the application of Mr. 
Disepproves of the decision Guldbdds, a Wakil, two Editors of vernacular news- 
of the High Court disallow- papers, and three others for the transfer of their case for 
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ing the application of Gulab- trial from Surat to Bombay. Two prayers were 
rug warts poe Peter made by the applicants. One of them was that Mr. 
¢ Surat to Bombay for trial. | Macpherson, the District Judge of Surat, should not be 

be allowed to try their case. It was very happy to 
find that the High Court has granted this request of the applicants: for reasons 
sound and just. Their other prayer was that their case should be transferred 
to Bombay, for trial on the original side of the High Court. The reasons 
advanced by them for the transfer, did not appear to His Lordship the Chief 
Justice as proper and sufficient, and he, therefore, disallowed the request. His 
Lordship observed that, by granting the prayer the dispensation of justice 
would not only not be helped in any way, but a grave accusation would be 
brought against the arrangements for the dispensation of justice.in the mofussil. 
This observation of His Lordship, remarks the Dnyén Prakdésh, does not appear 
to it to be correct. Every one must admit that the case against Gulabdds and 
others 1s in every way a political case, since no impartial man will say that 
Government is a prosecutor in it as itis in ordinary criminal cases. It is true 
that it is the legal right of Government to try to get the accused whom it 
believes to have been concerned in the late riots, duly convicted by a court of 
justice ; and no one can find the least fault with it for discharging this duty. 
But in a case like that of Guld4bdds and others, it is a powerful prosecutor who 
has, very naturally, the strong desire of getting the accused punished. The 
officer before whom the accused will be tried at Surat, isa servant of this power- 
ful prosecutor ; and the reason for which Mr. Macpherson was held to be in- 
competent to try their case, applies also to this Officer. The Dnydn Prakash 
does not mean by the above, that the Judge who will try the case is partial or 
unjust. Every body is quite certain that neither the Judge nor Government 
are capable of doing any injustice. But the very principal of law on which 
Mr. Macpherson was held incompetent to try the case, applies to every other 
servant of Government; and it is to be regretted that Sir Michael did not see 
this. That principal is, that it is not sufficient to see that there is an improba- 
bility of partiality on the part of the Judge; but it is indispensable, not only 
that the arrangements for the dispensation of justice should be pure, but that 
no ground should be allowed for a doubt in regard to them. It does not seem 
that His Lordship’s decision is in accordance with this principle, and its not 
being so is more to be regretted on account of the sacred purity of British 


justice in this country, and of the incessant efforts of the authorities to preserve 
this excellence entirely unimpaired. 


_ A correspondent of the same states that the raised seats in the new school 

: house at Tanna, for its Marathi School, No. 1, are 

ao 9 Lorry “; built of bricks or chunam ; and, consequently, the 
boards pays oung boys who sit upon them are liable to be attack- 

to the boys of the YOUNG YOYS wh 

Marathi School, No. 1, at ed with cold in the rainy days. It behoves the 
sages to sit aera ae aye? Educational authorities to supply this school with 
n raised seats built o °. ; | 
chunam, and are likely to Pieces of boards for the boys to sit upon, and remove 


catch cold, the probability of their being attacked with sickness. 


The Bodha Sudhékar (6) of the 31st July, but received on the 4th August, 


Animadversions on the al. 0tices the report that, while the head constable of 
leged compulsion exercised by Cachar was going along a road he met a Kuropean 
the Superintendent of Police planter whom he did not accost. The latter inform- 
A nate es ~ ed the Superintendent of Police of the supposed dis- 
accost a European planter, respect to him. The Officer thereupon called the 

ue head constable, and told him ifhe did not go to the 
house of the planter and make him a salém, he should consider himself dismissed 
from the service. Is this justice? Is this not pride of race ? asks the Sudhdkar. 


It is highly improper to make such an enviable distinction between the two ° 


subjects of Her Imperial Majesty. Some Europeans consider the natives, who 

do not accost them, as impudent, and as having shown them disrespect, and beat 

em. There is no merit in not accosting a European officer. But how are 
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the natives to know that the Europeans they meet on the road, are or are not 
Government officers? If all Europeans are desirous of receiving salgéms from 
the natives, they had better submit a memorial on the subject to His Excellency 
‘the Viceroy, who would not be slow. to pass a law accordingly. I¢ is better to 
have a law of this kind than to suffer frequent torments. 7 


The same also in a leader, headed, “‘ The practice of taking tolls,” states 
| that there is a joint toll station to the toll station of 
Complaint about levying a Kanegaon on the Warnd bridge. The distance: be- 
toll at a sub-station in addi- tween these two stations is about ten or eleven miles. 
tion to its recovery at the tts wate t ia i d 
principal station of Kanegaon 1 y season some carts which have passe 
on the Warn bridge. either of them, find it difficult to pass the other before 
12 at night of the-same day; and then they are 
again made to pay atoll. This practice is apparently unjustifiable. When 
toll has been given at either of the stations, it is not necessary to give it at the 
other on the same date; and yet, the toll-gatherer, under the circumstances 
mentioned above, charges the cart on the ground that another day has com- 
menced. Ifany opposition is made to pay the toll, he takes out the Govern- 
ment notification on the subject and dwells upon the words “ from 12 a.m. to 
12 a.m.,”” but ignores that the two stations are really one and the same. The 
writer requests the Collector to remove the cause of this complaint. 


A correspondent of the same complains that the Revenue authorities of 
| this Presidency do not make enquiries as to the com- 
Asks the district authori- promt of the ryots in general as well as against the 
ties to get a knowledge ofthe local authorities. The writer compares the conduct 
real condition of the ryots by of the authorities of the early days of British rule 
and holding conversations With that of the present generation of Government 
with, them, when they goon Officers in this matter, and praises the former for as- 
tour. certaining the grievances of the ryots and affording 
them immediate relief. The present authorities, from 
the European Assistant of the Collector to the Governor, possess a very limited 
knowledge of colloquial Mardthi, and think it below their dignity to speak with 
anative. Consequently, a ryot wishing to make a complaint, cannot get 
admittance into their presence when they are in their tents. If he attempts to 
speak to them and explain his grievances while they are going about in the 
village, the petty district officials who accompany him, represent the applicant 
as either a mad-man or one given to raise unfounded complaints. Last year 
His Excellency the Governor came here (to Satara) when the famine was raging 
and the ryots of the villages came to wait upon and explain to His Excellency 
their real condition. But they were driven out of the way of the Governor. 
Nor did His Excellency seek a visit from the famine-stricken people. In con- 
clusion, the writer prays the authorities to receive personal visits from the ryots 
when they go about in the districts, and get, thereby, acquainted with the com- 
= and grievances of the people. The writer pays a compliment to Mr. 
oore, the Collector of Satara, for being an exemption in this matter to the 
general body of the district officers, 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 4th August, prefers the old prayer of the ver- 
nacular press, that it is indispensable for the prosperity 
tha cucehecis * akan ahah of this country that Government should pass a law 
Guenins che tt sida ", for lessening mendicancy, which is increasing day by 
law for lessening the increas- day. In every city, town and village about five per 
ing number of native mendi- cent. of the population are beggars, who are able to 
tak Boag —s ar ® work but will not do so. These drones are a burden 

es PSP'’ on society and impoverish it. European polity re- 
quires the suppression of mendicancy, and Manu, the great Hindu. Law-giver, 
enjoins the same. He severely censures the king who does not exert himself 
to reduce this bane of society. The British Indian Government need not en- 
tertain any fear of being charged with interference with the religion of the 


Repeats the old prayer of 
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sg by its enacting a law for oe mendicancy in the country, as it 


as the authority of the great Hindu Law-giver to do so. If it still has doubts 
on this subject, it had better first ascertain the opinion of native society through 
its native Councillors and other native gentlemen, and pass a law after getting 
their consent. It is to be regretted that the Government is ever active in mak- 
ing numerous laws, few of which are beneficial to the native population, and 
should not pass one on this vital subject. Unless this great evil is crushed out, 


the introduction of railways and other improvements will not avail much. The. 


European Vagrancy Act may be applied to native vagrants; or if necessary, 
some suitable changes may be made in it. . ) 


The same notices the assertion made in the Daily News of the 26th June 


Requests Government to 
contradict, if it be false, the 
assertion made by the Daily 


last, that Government has increased the duty on salt 
in order to enable the people of all places to get it at 
a uniform price, and to prevent the frauds and thefts 


News that Government seems committed, in order to avoid the duty payable to 
to exercise undue pressure on (overnment;. and that in order to benefit itself, Gov- 5° 
the Native Chiefs, in whose : at 
territories salt is produced O@Fnment seems to exercise undue pressure on the om. |: 
and is taxed very low, to in- Native Chiefs in whose territories salt is produced and al 
duce them to impose on ita is taxed low, in order to induce them to impose a wo 
wie as high as is levied in duty as high as is levied in British territory, that salt = |. 
ritish territory. . ae Lape uk 
may not be smuggled into the British dominions. 

The Arunodaya prays Government to inform the public whether the latter asser- . se 
tion is true. There is more need of Government contradicting this assertion, to. 
than there was for its denying that it was the intention of Government to send 1 “ 
an expeditionary force of sixty thousand men to Bagdad. The above-mention- me Ai 
ed assertion of the Daily News means that Government has committed or is ,. 
about to commit an act which is likely to displease its subjects or its feudatory a | 
Chiefs; and its appearance in a well known paper is likely to lead the people — 
to suppose that it may probably be true. Hence it is highly necessary and of 
desirable to contradict it if it be false, though the Arunodaya cannot believe —- 


ee Government would do any thing of the kind attributed to it by the Daily 4 
ews. 


The same has heard that a physician has been 
hipiiss Or Batt le rg sent with Sir John Strachey, who has gone on leave to 
heen sent with Sir John Mngland, to look after his health; that the former a 
Strachey to England to look will get the same pay as he drew here; and that his (| ee 
re his health, so much In- agbsence in England will be counted as service in a | 
ian money may be said to Jndia. If this report be true, the arrangement indi- . 6 
be wasted. : ; : a 

cates how the Indian money is wasted. a 


The same has heard some people say that there is no objection to keep at 
. the Indian contingent in Cyprus, but the native army — ait 
Observes that the native need not be given more pay than what it received in a 

Ore een g eationed at Cy- India, since that island is to the east of the Cape of ek 
oe ps people 0 the Good Hope, and may be considered a part of India. . 2 
same pay as it received while ‘The Arunodaya remarks that it has no objection to Fi. 
in India. the native contingent being taken even to England : | 
itself, instead of being posted in Cyprus, but it 1s not . aa 

good to observe economy of this kind in payingit. | : 


The Jagan Mitra (13) of the 4th August, also questions the propriety of Re: i ® 
Questions the propriety of appointing Mr. Sayad Hasan El Idroos as an addi- — 
Tieinting Mr. Sayad Hasan tional Member of the Legislative Council of Bombay, a eS 
Saas as a Member of the on account of his ignorance of the English language. Se Um 
ne: Vepmelt af. Bove- The ob ti de by the Mit imilar to a 

Y, on account of his ignor- e observations made Dy tne Mt ra are simular aa eo 
ance of English, and observes those made by the Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 27th - = = 1 
that a suitable Mahomedan July, and noticed more fully in the last weekly sum- ° 
gentleman could be found. ary. ‘ Me ae ae 
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The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 4th August, notices the bill, introduced into 


the supreme legislature by the Honourable Mr. 


“Observations on the bill 


compa Pee Cockrell, for the protection of the Deccan ryots from 
ear into the Vicereg™ their exacting creditors. The shaerrations and re- 
Me Cockrell, for affording marks made by the Mitra are almost the same as those 
protection to the Deccan ryots made by the Jdéme Jamsed (44) of the 27th ultimo, 
from the tyrannies of their and noticed more fully in the last weekly summary. 
exacting creditors. | | | 


The same, in giving the substance of the Despatch of the Secretary of State 

for India on the recent riots at Surat, observes that 
Lord Cranbrook has expressed thanks for the patience 
and firmness shown by the local authorities in sup- 
pressing the riots. The Guzerat Mitra also has al- 
ready spoken of their respectable and praiseworthy 
conduct since the closing of the shops. Some newspapers and statesmen have, 
however, raised a complaint that paw did i. in not taking strong measures 
when the shops were first closed ; and had they done so there would have been 
no riot at all. But it must be remembered that if they had taken such mea- 
sures, perhaps eg would have grown more severe afterwards, and have made 
matters worse. They should have taken the middle course between the two 
extremes, and they are the best judges to say how far they did it. The other 
point worth noticing in the Despatch of the Secretary of State is, that His Lord- 
ship regrets that apparently some men of the classes higher than those who 


Observations on the Des- 
patch of the Secretary of 
State for India regarding the 

recent riots at Surat. 


generally make such disturbances, were concerned in the riots. On what autho- 


rity is this assertion made? asks the Mitra. Have the local authorities, before 
any thing was known for certain, made a report to His Excellency the Governor 
that some men of the higher classes were concerned in the riots? Ifit be so, 
of whom have they spoken ? 


The same regrets to see that the Honourable Mr. Ashburner, in recording 

his opinion as to the necessity of passing a law for 
bringing under the control of Government the ver- 
nacular press, has condemned the Poona Sérwajanik 
Sabha as a seditious association ; and has scolded the 
Native Princes who have lent it their support. This 
censure seems as if intended to frighten them into 
withdrawing the aid given by them. Ifthe Honourable Councillor entertained 
any such intention, he must be said to have committed a great blunder. Sir 
William Wedderburn, a Member of Parliament and a well wisher of this country 
as well as of Imperial England, visited India last year, and has, in an article, 
headed, ‘‘ Our Feudatory Native Princes,” published in the Nineteenth Century, 
recorded a very acts Ss opinion about this association, and represented it as 
a body of improved ideas. What has Mr. Ashburner to say against this record ? 
If we do not mistake, this association has, by its honest work, attained the 
rank of one of the foremost associations of this country.: And the censure 


passed upon it must cause regret to the well wishers of this country, whether 
natives or Europeans. 


| Disapproves of the condem- 

nation of the Poona Sarwaja- 
nik Sabha by the Honourable 
Mr. Ashburner as a seditious 
association. | 


The same disapproves of the practice of entrusting the tuition in English 


of the students preparing for the F. E. A. Examina- 
tion in the Elphinstone College, to the native “ Fel- 
lows” of that College. ‘‘ An anxious parent” has 
raised a complaint on this subject; and it is rather 
wonderful that it has not been raised before by 
the college authorities, the students themselves, or 
their parents. Some of the ‘‘ Fellows” speak incorrect 
English. A native professor in the Elphinstone Col- 

incorrect English when teaching his class. And 


Condemns the practice pre- 
vailing in the Elphinstone 
College of entrusting the tui- 
tion in English of students 
ie sri, for the F. E. A. 

xamination, to native ‘‘ Fel- 


lows,” who s alk inco t 


lege used to speak highl 


yet such persons are made to teach English. The Mitra condemns this practice 
as foes vantagions to the students learning under such professors, and quotes, 
of its assertion, a similar opinion of Sir Richard Temple, that 


In support 
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natives are fitted to teach all subjects but the English language. The Mitra 
also observes, that because a person is well educated, it does not necessarily 
follow that he can teach well; and points out the desirability of establishing 
Normal Schools in this country for preparing English School-masters. 


~The Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 8th August, regrets to see that the peti- 


Laments over the failure of 
the petition made by the peo- 
ple of Calcutta to Parliament, 
to make reductions in the 


tion of the people of Calcutta to Parliament, praying 
that suitable reductions may be made in the Public 
Works Department and the military expenses of the 
Indian Empire, so as to allow of the abolishing the 


Public Works and the Mili. 
tary Departments, and, there- 
by, to give an opportunity of 
abolishing the newly imposed 
license-tax. 


newly imposed license-tax, presented by Lord North- 
brook, has failed to obtain the desired end. Lord 
Cranbrook in replying to the motion, promised that 
due attention would be paid to reduce the expendi- 

ture on Public Works; but that nothing could be 
done towards lessening the military expenses. ‘This promise of the Secretary 
of State, observes the Samdchédr, is not worth much, since similar promises have 
been made by many authorities before him, but nothing has been done by 
them. His Lordship’s remark about the military expenses is very unsatisfac- 
tory. For many years past the military expenses of this country have been 
considered as exorbitant; and though complete peace reigns in the country, 
they have been increased during the past year or two. When proposing the 
the new license-tax Sir John Strachey observed that the Government of India 
had made some reductions in the expenses of the civil departments; but the 
military authorities had increased the military expenses nearly to the same 
amount ; and, consequently, no benefit could be received from the reductions 


in the matter of the taxation for meeting famine expenses. This explanation 


shows that if the military authorities had not increased their expenditure 
there would have been no cause for imposing the new license-tax. Not- 
withstanding these facts Lord Cranbrook made an attempt to justify the increase. 
Thus, in the matter of the new license-tax the last hope of obtaining 
justice from England has disappeared. A similar disappointment has been 
met with in regard to the increase in the salt tax and the new Vernacular Press 
Act. The people against whose wishes these measures have been passed, 
must feel much grieved with the disappointment. The Samdchér is also much 
concerned to hear that the authorities in England are thinking of constructing 
arailway in Turkish Asia Minor under an Indian guarantee. Lord North- 
brook questioned the Secretary of State on this subject ; and Lord Cranbrook 
replied that no steps in this matter would be taken without previously consulting 
the Government of India. This reply shows that, probably, a new burden will be 
laid on the shoulders of this country. There may be some political motives for 
the construction of the proposed railway ; but it would not be gratifying to find 
additional burdens put upon this country in her present financial condition. 
The Samdchdr hopes that both the English Government and the Government 
of India will duly consider this subject before taking any steps. 


The Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 5th August, observes that the new Vernacular 
. Press Act has created several difficulties in the way 
Mite that the new Press of the native press discharging its sacred duties. 
prevent the verna- . : , ‘ 
cular press from exposing the One of them is that mpposing an Anglo-Indian paper 
evil acts of European officers, becomes the organ or flatterer of a European officer 
ioe fans of its honest ine and defends his wilful acts, the injustice committed 
the ay, Weg eat da Y by him, or his other improper doings and denounces 
ices his victim as a criminal, or his complaint as false, the 
native papers will not be able to expose that officer for the reason mentioned 
below. Lord Cranbrook has observed in his Despatch, that no prohibition 
should be made against criticisms made with honest intentions by the verna- 
cular press on the acts of Government or of its officers, since this would 
prevent the ascertainment of public native opinion. This would lead one to 
Suppose that there was no obj ection to a vernacular paper exposing the officer 
mentioned above. But as the right of criticism is qualified by ‘‘ honest inten- 
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tion,” no vernacular paper would dare to exercise the right for fear of its inten- 
tions being misconstrued. Supposing it criticises the conduct of an officer with 
honest intentions, but he represents to Government that the criticisms have 
been made with the wrong motive of intimidating and preventing him from 
discharging his duties; and if he, possessing influence with the authorities, 
succeeds in getting them to be of his opinion, the native paper will be brought 
under the control of the law, in spite of its previous good conduct and its 


honesty of intention. Fearing this, vernacular papers will desist from criti- 


cising the acts of the officer; and their silence will be construed by the autho- 
rities into an absence of complaint against him. This will lead to several evils, 
complaints against which will avail little. Thus, the gagging of the vernacular 
press will lead to many disadvantages to the native public. 


The same of the 7th August, disapproves of the draft of a law prepared by 
by Honourable Mr. Sordbji Shépurji Bengali, for lessen- 
Disapproves of the draft ing the working hours of laborers employed in the 
of a law prepared Wy dt; cotton factories in Bombay, and points out its defects. 
Honourable Mr. Sordbji ay; p 
Shapurji Bengéli for lessening The draft proposes that in these factories men should 
the working hours of laborers be made to work 11 hours only, women 10 hours 
employed in the cotton fac- only, and children above eight years 9 hours only. But 
tories in Bombay, and points pe fe ey Sh All k t 
such batana Miléite tts 1h proposal is impracticable. workmen mus 
work together for the same number of hours to let the 
whole machinery work profitably ; and it will never do to work portions of it 
for different periods. Again, women and children are indispensably required. 
to work at certain machines of these factories, and they cannot be re-placed by 
men without pecuniary loss, inconvenience, and even danger to human life. 
The Jéme Jamsed is astonished to find that such an able and discreet gentleman 
as the Honourable Mr. Bengdli has proposed such a law; and attributes 
the occurrence to his having omitted to consult impartial persons well informed 
upon the subject. The Bombay Government has informed Mr. Bengdli that 
it has no authority to pass such a law, and that it is unable to make any 
recommendation to the supreme Government in this matter. . It should not.stop 
here; it should obtain full information from experienced persons on this sub- 
ject, so that all the defects of the proposed law may be evident to the supreme 
Government, and the latter may avoid the mistake of bringing it before the 
Viceregal Council even on a future occasion. 


The same of the 8th August, in writing upon the same subject, considers 
the question whether the factory-laborers are badly off under the existing 
arrangements in regard tothe work exacted from them. For a long time past 
the workmen in the factories in Bombay do not get fixed pay, but are paid by 
piece-work. Thus the earning of more or less wages is left to their will, and each 
of them willingly works and earns as much as he can with ease. Moreover, 
during the working hours the laborers go out by turns either to meet the calls 
of nature or to refresh themselves by smoking tobacco, &¢.; and the women 
very frequently finish their self-allotted work long before the closing of the fac- 
tory, and by permission return home. The workmen do not complain of any 
hardship or ill treatment, and are better well off as regards food and dress than 
the general run of laborers, owing to their earning as much as they can. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 4th August, observes that the cause of there 
being the unexpectedly large number of 154 votes in 
Thinks it is beneficial to favor of the motion made by the Honourable Mr. 
aie that Indian questions Gladstone against the Vernacular Press Act, though it 
‘tee igs Mees party ques- was ultimately lost, appears to be that the subject 
lament, as hap- : : 
pened in the case of the new Was made a party question. It was for this ve 


Vernacular Press Act. reason that the first statesman in England, the late 


premier, opposed the Act, and that there was such a 


large gathering on his side. These facts lead to the question, is it advantageous 
to let important questions relating to India become party questions in Parlia- 
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that some improvement must needs be made in the present state of matters, 
under which the well wishers of India in Parliament have to discuss Indian 
questions before empty benches ; and thinks that if they are given the form and 
importance of party questions, then alone they will come to be discussed before 
fall Houses of Parliament. The defeat or success of a party should not, 
however, be allowed to make a change in the holder of the Indian Viceroyalty, 
as strong objections may be brought forward against frequent changes of 
the Viceroys. It also seems that to make Indian questions party questions in 
Parliament would be a means of making the authorities in India careful and 
vigilant ; since imperialism has begun in this country, it is necessary for the 
welfare of the people that the Indian Government should be subjected to more 
authority and awe of the Parliament. The Rést Goftér quotes the opinion of a 
gentleman whom it calls a learned, loyal, and faithful servant of Government, 
concurring in its own above-mentioned views. 


The same, in a leader, headed, “‘ Relief to the laboring poor,” earnest! 
3 desires that the Viceregal Legislative Council would, 
Wishes that the draft of a without objection, endct, after due alterations in it, 


law for lessening the worki | ) 
hours of factory Ae iesiom. the draft of a law, prepared by the Honourable Mr. 


prepared by the Honourable Sordébji Shépurji Bengéli with the praiseworthy object 
Mr. Sorabji Sh4purji Bengali, of lessening the fatiguing and harassing labour of fac- 
= naira "y we to = tory workmen. It is true that the Commission which 
which has submitted it to th #8 appointed by Government some time ago to en- 
supreme Government, should ure into the necessity for enactin g a factory law, 
be passed. has reported that there is no need of sucha law. It 

is also true that the law recommended by Mr. Bengali 
would put some slight impediments in the way of the rising cotton industry ; 
would lessen a little the profits derived from it; and would also lend sup- 


port to the interested complaint raised in England with the object of putting it 


down. But these things do not remove the necessity of the few rules intended . 


to exercise a check on that industry recommended by Mr. Bengali. These 
workmen toil from 12 to 14 hours a day in heated and noisy factory rooms, 
and this is cruelty to them. Very few of them are strongly built, and the 
great majority presents the appearance of being thin, worried, weak and ema- 


ciated. The Rdst Goftdr does not mean to say that they are miserable, and 


complain about their condition. They are happy for the increased wages they 
get by the over-work done by them. But it does not believe that they enjoy 
health. They wear out fast with the over-work and their life is shortened. 
It is a very sad sight to see these workmen, particularly young children seven 
or eight years old and delicate women, work from twelve to fourteen hours a 
day. This is the result of avarice on the part of both the owners and the work- 
men of these factories. But it ought to be sacrificed in the interests of public 
health, and the draft of the law prepared by Mr. Bengali which is the mildest 
of its kind, ought to be enacted. 


The same states that Mr. Arbuthnot, the Collector of Bombay, has un- 

equally taxed many persons liable to the Trades 

States that the Collector of License-tax, as may be seen from the lists of assess- 

Bombay has unequally as- ont portent by him. He has placed Mrs. Medley, 
li 


oar said Bones Sober te the milliner, and the merchants Messrs. Pelly and Co. 


Trades’ License-tax Act. on the same footing He considered all European 
traders and shop-keepers, among whom he has includ- 
ed chemists, photographers, boot and shoe makers, out-fitters, band and other 


musical instruments sellers, hotel-keepers, mercantile firms, banking, insurance, . 


and spinning and weaving companies, &c., as earning the same amount of 
profit, and has assessed each of them at two hundred rupees. He has im 
a tax of three ru on a poor woman who sells native cheroots (bidis), and on 
most carpenters, book-binders, &c., a tax of from 5 to 7 rupees. This unequal 
assessment has given rise to much complaint among tradesmen, whom the 
Rast Goftdr advises to lay their complaints in person before the Collector. 

oN P10—8 | | 


Ps vases? ¥ tet . en . . 
* A ; Cr har Pie SB) > rary 
ae. Pu ae | . ie ao 
a yin ts ts GS Sor oe i ee a 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 8th August, complains 

that the tri-monthly, half-yearly and annual meetings 
_ Complains that the meet- of the Municipal Corporation of Tanna or of its Manag- 
ings of the Municipal Corpora- i714, Committee are not notified to the public either by 
tion of Tanna are not nots S. einen 3 
fied, nor are detailed accounts Circular, or by a notice in the newspapers; nor are 
of its receiptsandexpenditure detailed accounts of the receipts and expenditure of 
published for the information. the Corporation published, as is done by the Corpora- 
racine nese tions of other towns and cities. 


The Rdst Goftér (46) of the 4th August, in alluding to the slip in the 
Toolsee tunnel and the dangers which would befall in 
Wishes that the Municipal case of its increasing, observes that a demand has 


Engineer of Bombay should heen made publicly that the Municipal Engineer 
be called upon to give an 


explanation as to how the Should give full explanation about the nature of this 

Toolsee Lake works have dangerous accident, at the next meeting of the 

happened to be so weak that ‘Town Council. But further explanation from him 

the top of the tunnel should oycht to be demanded, as to how the Toolsee works 

give way in the first monsoon ., REMOTE RES tencteil k that th 

after their completion. have happen to be Constructed sO Wea that the top 
_of the tunnel should give way in the first monsoon 


after their completion, when lacs of rupees have been spent in constructing 
them. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu of Ahmedabad (41) of the 1st August, but received on the 


4th, contains an unfinished communication, headed, 
yn ‘‘ A spark from the Porbandar State,” making a few 
bandar State in Kattywar.  COMplaints about the maladministration of it. The 
writer makes the general observation that in Katty- 
war the higher the class in which a State is put the more tyranny and injustice 
it practises. The reason of this is, that the Native Chiefs of this province are 
not yet qualified to make a right use of the independence bestowed upon them 
by the paramount Government. It behoves the Government, therefore, either 
to introduce the same uniform laws in all the States and to place their judicial 
administration under the control of political agencies, or to resolve to hear and 
decide appeals made to it by the subjects of those States. The writer then 
mentions some mismanagement of the Porbandar State. It is believed to yield 
an annual revenue of five lacs ; but its real income is said to be three lacs only. 


The soil is fruitful, and its population is hard-working. And yet there is this 


great fall in its income, which may be attributed to its low-paid and unscrupul- 
ous revenue servants. A Mahalkari receives an annual salary of three hundred 
koris or one hundred rupees, and yet his personal expenses are about one hun- 
dred rupees; and, moreover, he has to maintain his family. Apparently he 
defrauds the State and the ryots, and obtains illicit gains. The Réné is aware 
of this evil, but, for some reason unknown, he does not remove it. However, its 
removal is urgently needed, and may be accomplished by employing educated, 
experienced and highly-paid revenue officials. One of the chief evil advisers 
of the Rand is a Nagar, named Jathdshankar Gagé Mheté. Heis much given 
to corruption. He was a fojddri and kotwadli officer, and collected a good deal 
of money by receiving bribes. He has been declared unfit for the post; but 
unless he is driven away from the State the Rdnd will never improve. The 
trade of Porbandar has considerably decreased in consequence of the hea 

customs _— of 124 per cent. A Gold is in charge of the customs house of the 
town ; and does not keep a proper account of the receipts. The luggage of 


annoyances, 


travellers coming there, is “scattered” and they are. subjected to diverse 
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The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 4th August, is much concerned to hear that 

} it is proposed to get the young Saydgirdw Gaikwad 
Disapproves of ge sia soon married. It speaks of the youth of the Mahé- 
wr de soak : gy Stet r4jé, of the necessity for his devoting his undivided 
Tavida noch Guelad: attention for a good long time to his education, both 
literary and political, and of the evils of early mar- 

| riage ; and wonders that such a wise and discreet statesman as Sir T. Madhav 
Rao should favourably entertain the proposal. | 


. 


The Samsher _— (50) of 0 3ist J _ ag" received on the 7th 
ugust, is highly thankful to the paramount Govern- a 
| Ry via red b Benthic ment for its i Moe to the Native Princes and Chiefs 
manager of the establishment im the matter of defects caused by their ignorance, ye 
of Shet Anandji Kaly4nji, and for its efforts to remove them. But this leniency, 
and is being inquired into by observes the Samsher, sometimes goes beyond due 
08 Sy agar = the Pal- hounds and causes mischief instead of doing good. 
: : quests Gov- ea G : : 
ernment to entrust its inquiry After these preliminary observations, and after alluding 
to one of its own officers, as once more to the tyrannical and improper conduct of 
the case has been got up with the Thdkor of Péliténa towards the Shr4wak commu- 
ee en nity, the Samsher states that a false charge has been 
brought against Wirchandbhii, the manager of the establishment of Shet Anandji 
Kalydnji (at Palitina ?), with the help of the Thékor. This case seems to have 
been got up apparently with the object of inducing the managers of the —. 
temples and of other properties of the Shrawaks to submit, from fear, to the ee 
orders of the Chief, or to give up the management ; and in either case to render an 
it easy for him to carry out his evil intentions with regard to those properties. a 
[t is unreasonable to expect justice in this case from the officers of the Chief. 
It behoves Government, therefore, to withdraw this case from the jurisdiction of 
the Thakor and to entrust its inquiry to one of its own officers. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 13th August 1878. 
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various notices have been collected under different heads, which are printed in italics.” 
printed in i ar he and the number of the Newspaper in the list at the 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 12th August, opens with a leader, headed, 
‘What do the ryots ask?’ Government shows of 

Tries to show that the late that it has devoted its attention to make the 
poverty-stricken condition of the ee happy ; but it seems that the tendency of 


pa ey ry > pr a the efforts made by the authorities, is towards raising 


exaction of the land assess- new difficulties in their way. Lord Salisbury, when 
ment; and observes that the Secretary of State for India, advised the Deccan ryots, 
a. ge _ po Ft: who were then suffering from a famine, to give up 
would not benefit the ryots Prodigality, and to lay by in gore something to 
at all. serve them in years of famine. However, this good 
advice is not of use, since they are not in a condition 
in good years to lay by anything. Even in such years they have to incur debt 
for their own maintenance. The authorities are not unaware of this state of 
things; but they attempt to show that these people are not so very poor as 
they are represented to*be. The Indu Prakash here alludes once more to the 
Resolution of Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government on the appearance of the first 
signs of a famine in October 1876, to remit the land assessment of the districts 
in which there was a failure of the crops from want of rain; to Sir Richard 
Temple as the Famine Commissioner recommending the Supreme Government 
not to allow any remissions being made, and to let the recovery stand over till 
next year; to Sir Richard as the Governor of Bombay issuing next year orders 
to Collectors of Revenue to recover the two years’ assessment, and to His 
Excellency’s statement in his Minute of October last, that, excepting 22 lacs the 
the whole of the remaining revenue was being recovered solely on account. of 
the excellence of the ryotwdri land settlement of the Presidency and the 
Revenue Survey Department; and observes that these acts and assertions look all 
right from the stand pee of Government, the landlord ; but, from that of the 
tenantry, it is not creditable to the parental British Government that it should not 
remit, but should recover the assessment for years of famine. In his Minute 
of Deeember last, on the famine, after giving credit to the majority of the 
Deccan ryots for facing the unrelenting calamity unassisted, and not lettin 
themselves become a burden to Government, His Excellency observed that most 
of the persons who resorted to the famine works were agricultural labourers. 
This last assertion seems to have been made in order to support the minute of 
the previous October. Sir Richard’s assertion that very few agricultural ryots 
sought refuge on famine works, is, however, contradicted by a statement in the 
Quarterly Jowrnal of the Poona Sdrwajanik Sabhd. It asserts that most of the 
labourers on relief works at the commencement of the famine were agricultural 
ryots ; but in January 1877 a selection of good and bad labourers on these works 
was made, and then land-holders, tenants, persons in good health, and those 
poseareg of a few silver trinkets were dismissed from them. However, in May 
ast, a classification of the labourers employed on different works was made, 
and it was found that of 2,05,152 laborers, 85,465 were agricultural ryots and 
11,306 were carpenters, blacksmiths, weavers, &c. These statements in the 
journal plainly show that though the authorities did not encourage the agricul- 
tural ryots to join famine works, yet their number amounted to 45 per cent. of 
the famine laborers. ‘The agricultural population of the famine districts of this 
Presidency may be well taken at 114 lacs, and one-tenth of them could not 
maintain themselves for more than six ‘months after the commencement of the 
famine, and had to go out in search of labor. If Government considers this 
condition of the ryots as not bad and would recover the two years’ land assess- 
ment together, they must mortgage not only their lands, but also their houses 
to satisfy the State demand. Notwithstanding these things, Government consi- 
ders the sowkdrs as the principal cause of the indebtedness of the ryots, and 
thinks of making a law for raising hindrances in their business. But the ryots 
Oo not require such a law, as it would be injurious to their own interests, inas- 
much as the sowkdérs would refuse to give any loans to them. ) ) 
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The same, in seis place, Fa yuk that a on stuck up by the “ 
ae ector of Bombay at the different police-stations, o 
of age Awe Sehaoed persons liable tothe license-tax, are not sufficient to a 
by the Collector of Bombay convey due intimation to those persons of their bei | a 
will prove annoying to the assessed, and thinks that printed lists in Mardthi an a 
en Gujarati should have been distributed throughout 
the city. Those whose annual income is more than ten thousand rupees, may 
not feel the assessment. But how can persons who earn a bare livelihood by | 
following some kind of trade, satisfy the Collector as to their exact earnings 
and obtain relief from the high assessment imposed upon them by the ins 

ors of the tax according to their own pleasure and will? On the whole, the 
tax will be annoying to the poor people, and there is a probability of illegalities 
occurring. The Indu Prakdsh also thinks that there is little hope of the peti- 
tion which 1s being signed in Bombay against this tax, affording any relief. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 11th August, also disapproves of the draft of 
: a Factory Act for the cotton mills of Bombay, pre- 
Disepproves ‘of the draft narod il submitted by the Honourable Mr. Sordbji 
of a law prepared by the Bedi? F i a the: G t of Bomb 
Honourable Mr. Sor&bji pur): enga . _ ee UEADaY » 
Shapurji Bengéli for lessening Which has, in its turn, sent it on to the Supreme Gov- 
the working hours of laborers ernment. ‘The Opinion observes that the public 
ie igs ga cotton fac- believed that the decision of the late Factory Commis- 
= J sion, that no factory law was required for the cotton 
mills of Bombay ; the arrangements made by the Association of the Factory- 
owners regarding the hours of work, and the reduction made in the import | 
duties levied on Europe cotton cloth had finally settled the question about the ‘ioe | 
Factory Act, and that Government would not, at least for the present, interfere ae | 
with this new and rising Indian industry. But the Honourable Mr. Sordabji : 
Shépurji Bengali prepared a .draft of a Factory Act; and submitted it to the 
Bombay Government, which has, in its turn, sent it on to the Government of 
India. After briefly stating the arguments brought forward by the supporters 
as well as by the opponents of this law which have many times appeared in the 
vernacular papers, and several times been noticed more fully in these sum- 
maries, the Opinion observes that whatever may be the truth in this discussion, 
it is at least certain that such a law is not required in the existing condition 
of India; and that it would not be satisfactory either to the owners or the 
workmen of these factories. It is the general practice in this country for male 
laborers to work in the sun from morning till evening, for female ‘oes to Be 
work for the same number of hours, and for children above six years to be | a 
employed on agricultural and other labor. The factory workmen do not, 
therefore, feel any inconvenience from working for the number of hours they 
are made to work at present. On the other hand, they are well off for the 
wages they earn, which not only give them sufficient food and clothing, but. 
even some small silver ornaments. The arrangement about lessening the 
hours of work proposed by the Honourable Mr. Bengali, would only bring them 
less wages than they get at present, and would make them worse for it. The 
Honourable Member also proposes police interference with the object of seeing 
whether the owners of factories act in accordance with the law, and proposes a 
fine of one thousand rupees for its infringement ; and this proposal must make 
them dissatisfied. In conclusion, the Opinion expresses sorrow that such a 
proposal has emanated from a native Councillor, and hopes he will, if possible, 
withdraw it. 


The same, in another leader, headed, “ Our Police,” observes that thé 

"i police of this country for a long time gave good pro- 

Couplninds about the con- tection to the life, property, and character of the 

Bia ‘this Presldence ™ people ; and made them feel great happiness from being 

under British rule. But, of late it disregards their 

happiness. Complaints are heard both in this and other Presidencies that 
2nP17—-8 
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thefts and robberies committed in cities and towns, are not detected ; and that 
thefts and frauds are committed on the railways also. Thus due protection 
to the property of the people is not now-a-days afforded. The recent criminal 
cases at Bombay, Shold4pur and Surat have shown that the police made a wrong 
use of its power, and disgraced, annoyed, and tyrannized over persons who 
were in its custody before trial. In the Bombay and Sholdpur cases misfor- 
tunes came upon Europeans through the improper acts of the police ; and hence 
it is not easy to imagine the calamities appearing in cases in which natives are 
accused. This conduct of the police has given rise to much dread in the minds 
of the people. It behoves the Bombay Government, therefore, to consider duly 
this state of things, and to adopt measures to cure it. The Swadesh Mitra (29) 
of the 9th August, but received on the 11th, in noticing the case of the chief 
constable of Jessore, who has been sentenced to seven years’ penal servitude for 
practising so much tyranny on an accused person charged with theft, as to 
drive him to commit suicide; observes that if due inquiries were made, com- 
plaints would be heard from many accused persons, of the police having 
inflicted torture upon them. It it difficult to expose its misdeeds successfully. 
Reports are also heard that the police officers of some places have earned a 
good competency, notwithstanding their small salaries in former years. These 
complaints and reports ought to receive due attention from the authorities. 
The Mitra prays the Bombay Government to remove such complaints about 
this Presidency. : : 


The same, in alluding to the refusal of the Government of India to give 
a loan of 65 lacs of rupees to the Municipality of 
engi 40. ecomiandaia Vig LOM URY, HOE providing a drainage Pavey: in that city, 
Municipality of Bombay with observes that the cause of this re usal is not known. 
65 lacs of rupees for drain- However, it seems that its own straightened circum- 
age works, notwithstanding stances must have led it to give a refusal. Even if 
reg straightened circum- this reason be true, Government ought to have accom- 

modated the Corporation, since the Bombay and the 
Supreme Governments as well as the Secretary of State have expressed a wish 
that those works should be constructed at once, and since the Corporation would 
get the loan from Government at less interest than in the open market. It was 
the duty of Government to assist it in a work which will be beneficial to the 
people as well as to the Government. The Government would not have desery- 
ed any blame for the refusal, had the condition of the municipal revenues been 


race aren? & and had there been a fear of its not being ever able to re-pay the 
oan. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 7th August, but received 
Pe the 11th, complains that the tiled roof of the school- 
the schoolhouse at Modha, 0use at Medha leaks considerably, as it does every 
in Taluka Jéwli, of the Satara Yar; and that there is no dry place in it for the boys 
Zillah, leaks so much this to sit upon. Ifthey are ade to sit in such a damp 
o. as it oe every year, that place for a number of days, they are sure to fall sick. 
is Bag 1 ang initfor The roof leaks notwithstanding the tiles are arranged 
ae. Saray every year. The authorities ought to do something 

to remove this defect of the school-house, 


Observes that Government 


Another correspondent of the same, states that the land revenue of Taluka 
ieeren San Mandeageaed the assessment for the new license-tax on it is about 
imposed on the town of Yelur, twenty-three thousand rupees. It is also said that the 
in Taluka Walwa, appears assessment for the new tax on the town of Yelur, in 


exhorbitant, compared with 'aluka Wdlwa, has been imposed at about twelve 


the entire. otters sata om hundred rupees. If these reports be true, the assess- 


ment on the last-named town —— exhorbitant 
compared to its land revenue, which is about forty-five hundred rupees, and to 


Walwa is about 44 lacs of rupees, and it is said that. 
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the trade of the place. The population is about two thousand, and there is not 
much trade. The writer requests the attention of the Mémledér of the taluka, 
and of the Collector of the district to this matter. 


The Dnydnodaya (8) of the 8th August, but received on the 11th, contains 
Publishes aletterfrom Mr, Communication from Mr. Ganesh Wasudew Joshi of 
Ganesh Wasudew Johsi of Poona, intended to elicit the opinion of the public 


Poona, complaining of the and the press regarding the pratice of the police of 


bad treatment by the police pytting hand-cuffs of accused persons, when they are 
LER hace matt réqundt heing taken to be placed before Magistrates « for 
ing opinions on the subject. Other purposes. The writer states that the old crimi- 
Also opines that Government nal law of India provided the punishment of Dhind 
— e law A abet . ee to gered ridicule. It has been, however, 
or pinioning the arms of any bolished since 1859, apparently with the object of 
accused, except of low and saving a criminal from public indignities. In spite 
violent characters charged of this good object of the legislature, the police is in 
with serious offpnoes. the habit of i hand-cuffs on accused persons, 
without considering their gone ty good character or the nature of the offence 
of which they are accused, and of taking them to, or bringing them back in 
that condition from the court of the Magistrate or other places, through any 
street of the town or city. The people consider this state of an accused person 
as tantamount to Dhind; and to escape from it some of the accused confess 
the crimes with which they are charged ; some evince a willingness to give 
evidence as desired by the (police ?) officers, and others suffer losses in money. 
Those who have read the accounts of the recent well known criminal cases in 
two towns of this Presidency, will remember instances of the above-mentioned 
results of the practice. There does not appear any authority for it in the law. 
The law simply authorises the taking of such measures as would prevent an 
accused person or criminal from effecting his escape. The Criminal Procedure 
Code makes a large number of offences unbailable. The people are not versed 
in law, and the help of the Wakils has become dear of late. The consequence 
of this state of things is, that people causelessly incur disgrace and lose money ; 
and there is a probability of great injustice being committed. Before placing 
this subject before Government, it is necessary to ascertain the opinion of the 

ress and of persons versed in this subject. ‘The Poona Sdérwajanik Sabhé also 
S been addressed on it; and the opinion of the public is necessary for it to 
decide whether the subject is worth being placed before Government. In the 
concluding portion of the communication the writer proposes certain questions 
for discussion and consideration. | 


The Dnydnodaya in noticing this communication, shortly describes the 
duties of the police in regard to a person who hus been accused of a crime 
and apprehended for it, and observes that the complaint about the tyrannies of 
the police has long existed all over India, and that instances of the same 
have come under the observation of most persons. It is true that the police dis- 


charges its duties often with great intelligence and by legitimate means. But — 


many times it tortures accused persons to make them confess the crimes they 
are charged with, and disgraces them by putting hand-cuffs on them and by 
parading them through the streets in that condition, when it ought to do 
nothing ofthe kind. This wrong practice gives rise to much oppression, injustice 
and distress. Government ought, therefore, to pass a law prohibiting policemen 
of all grades from hand-cuffing or pinioning the arms of any accused person, 
except in the case of low and violent characters accused of serious offences. 
(The Shiwdji (27) of the 9th, the Nasik Writta (20) of the 10th, the Dnydén Sagar 
(31) and the Jagan Mitra (13) of the 12th, the Wasat Samdchdr (39) of the 11th, 


and the Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 14th August, publish the letter and make © 


somewhat similar remarks on this subject.) 
SNP I17—8 
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The Arunodaya (12) of the 11th August, observes that when the new 


Observes that the new Ver- 
nacular Press Act has been 
unnecessarily made harsher 
than the Irish Press Act, on 
the model of which the legis- 
lators asserted it was framed, 
and that it ought to be re- 


pealed. 


Vernacular Press Act was , our legislators told 
us that it was enacted on the model of the Irish Press 
Act. Buta paper giving some account of the latter law 
published in the Bombay Gazette of Monday last, does 
not support the assertion made by the legislators. In 
the first place the English Government found good 
reason to pass the Irish Press Act, because the 
Irishman and the Nation wrote highly seditious writ- 


ings inciting the people. Among the 150 extracts made by Government and 
published in support of the new Vernacular Press Act, there is not one which 
may be called seditious, and, therefore, there is not asingle paper which may 
be compared to the Irishman and the Nation. Notwithstanding this, the 


Indian Government has 


passed a law which is harsher than that of Ireland. 


In the latter country a charge of seditious writing brought against an Editor, 
is enquired into and disposed of by a court of justice ; in India the same autho- 
rity is vested in the revenue officers, who are to obtain the permission of 
Government by letter, and who, without giving a hearing to the parties, is to 
confiscate the property of the alleged defaulter and credit the proceeds thereof 
to Government. In short, the new Press Act has been made unnecessarily 
harsh, and Government ought to be gracious enough to repeal it. — 


The Surya Prakésh (40) of the 10th August, but received on the 12th, 


Recommends building a road 
between the town of Rander 
and the Tapti Bridge at Surat 
from the Local Fund for 
the convenience of goods and 
passenger traffic in the rains. 


states that the dealers of the town of Rander cannot 
send their goods nor can travellers come from that 
place to Surat, when the ground between the T’4pti 
Bridge and that place is flooded. This suspension of 
goods and passenger traffic inflicts great losses on the 
persons concerned. The Municipality of Surat also 


loses, on account of it, money which it might have earned by this traffic over 
the bridge. The Surya Prakdsh, therefore, recommends the building of a road 


on a high level between the town of Rdnder and the Tdpti Bridge, from the 
Local Fund of the district. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 8th August, 


Complains that petitioners 
and others who have business 
to transact with the Political 
Agent of Mahi Kanta or his 
Assistant, have to sit under 
the open sky until called, and 
requests them to remove this 
mconvenience. 


: * 2 : : 
rainy days in the mire. 


but received on the lith, writing from Sddra, com- 
plains that petitioners and others who went on busi- 
ness to the office of the Political Agent of Mahi Kénta, 
formerly sat on one side in the office-room, where the 
Dattardér and other subordinates sit; but for some 
time past they have been prohibited from going into 
that room, se 6 are obliged to wait until the disposal 
of their business under the open sky, and to sit in these 
Similar inconvenience is suffered by the petitioners 


and others who have business with the Assistant Political Agent. The writer 
requests Major West and Lieutenant Sadler to remove this complaint, and to 
hear the complaints of the petitioners personally. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 11th August, after pointing out, once more, 


the objectionable features of the new License-tax Act, 


Complains of unequal as- that it exempts from its provisions, Government ser- 


sessments being imposed in 
Surat under the new License- 


tax Act. 


over the failure of the appeal to Parliament to repeal this annoying law, observes _. 


vants, medical and legal practioners, imposes a light 
burden on the wealthy, and falls heavily on poor 
and industrious retail tradesman ; and after lamenting 


that the people of Surat now complain more of the classifications made for the 
5 ge of assessment under this tax, than of the tax itself. The lists publish- 
ed by the authorities, of the — liable to the tax and of the amount assessed 


on each show the injustice o 


this unpopular measure. In them the Jafar Alli 


and the Golém B&bé Spinning Mills, as well as persons known to be money- 
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lenders, are assesséd at two hundred rupees each. (A correspondent of the 
Bombay Samachar (43) of the 16th August, makes a similar complaint about the 
assessment). 


The same, in another leader, recommends that every criminal offence should 
be made bailable, irrespective ofits nature. Itmakes 


Recommends that every this recommendation for fear of the Magistrates or the 


abevare offence should be 
de bailable. “7 
— to accept bail from pr charged with offences for 


which, though unbailable, they are empowered to exercise their discretion and 
accept bail. It also disapproves of the practice of putting hand-cuffs on accused. 
persons. It thinks that the non-bailableness of certain offences gives an oppor- 
tunity to the police to practise torture, about which complaints from several 
places in this country are to be heard; and hopes that for their removal the 
recommendation made above will be adopted by the authorities. 


The Bombay Samdchdér (48) of the 13th August, observes that the in- 


herent defects of the license-tax have been already 
Complains that highassess- sufficiently commented upon; and, to make matters 
ments have been imposed Worse the modes of assessment and recovery adopted 
under the license-tax on the . 4 , 
people of Bombay. in Bombay are also defective. These things have 
created great agitation among the people. The great 
defect of the assessment is said to be that all persons have been taxed at the 
highest rates within the bounds prescribed by the law. Against this assessment 
the people are to complain to the Collector. ‘T’here being numerous complain- 
ants, the Collector will not, it seems, be able to give a due hearing to them 
within the short time presented for making the complaints. Again, the 


Collector assesses the people, and his decision on complaints is final. This also’ 


looks improper. It is to be regretted that in such a meritorious cause as the 
collection of an insurance fund against famines, the feelings of the people are 
hurt by bad arrangements. The rich and the educated, and particularly’ Euro- 
peans, complain about the assessments; and this ought to lead the authorities 
concerned to the conclusion, that a good deal of injustice must have been com- 
mitted, and to induce them to adopt measures to remove it at once. (The 
Jéme Jamsed (44) of the 12th August, also complains about the heavy assess- 
ments. This result is attributed by it to the ignorance of the inspectors and 
the assessors of the exact condition of the persons whom they have assessed. 
It also complains that complainants have to go to the Collector’s office a num- 
ber of time before they get a hearing. To remove these complaints it asks 
Government to direct Mr. Dosibhdi Framji to give his aid to the Collector a 
few hours every day. 


The same of the 12th August, in noticing the draft of a new Act for Indian 

_ Railways, which is before the Viceregal legislature, 

Pore gases 6 we? eigh Sci asks at has become of the long-talked of Railway 
sce ine es 8 the Vice. Conference ? Has the proposal to convene it been 
regal legislature, should con- givenup? And, ifso, why? If the Conference is to 
tain a provision laying down be held, why has the new draft been brought forth ? 
ie ra oer Bape, tae - And observes that the Indian Railway system contains 
Segoe W molt cach Mura class many defects, some of which are so important as to 


carriage should : , ee 
sib ceascmeaamaa need their cure by a legislative enactment. It would 


have been better, therefore, had a new Railway Act been framed after the 


consultations of the proposed Conference were over. It is notorious that the 
third class railway carriages are frequently over-crowded, and consequently the 
ean i in them suffer great inconvenience. In the draft Act before the 
legislature, the arrangement made with regard to this extensive complaint, is 
incomplete, or, more correctly, nominal. It simply requires the railway autho- 
rities to decide the number of passengers to be put into each serine with due 
attention to their convenience. This provision is not likely to pro 
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9 
factory result. These authorities have always shown a desire to put into every 


carriage as many passengers as they can. The arrangement proposed in the ~ 


draft Act already exists, and under it the third class carriages often present 
the appearance of being over-crowded. Hence it is necessary that Govern- 
ment should decide how many passengers should be put into each third 
class carriage. It is true that third class carriages on all railways are not 
of the same size; and hence, any particular number of passengers cannot be 
fixed for all of them. But it is very easy to order that in a certain space a 
certain number of passengers and no more should be put, and this order will 


answer the purpose. It is urgently required that a provision to this effect 
should be entered in the draft Act. : 


The Jdme Jamsed (44) of the 12th August, observes that the European 
tradesmen of Bombay have prepared a petition in 
Statesthat thenative trades- yooard to the new license-tax for submission to His 
men of Bombay have signed Excell io This d h 
the petition prepared by the 4/Xcellency the Governor. is document states that 
European tradesmen, regard- the assessments have been made heavier than what 
ing the new license-tax for the people deserve to be charged with, and prays for 
oy years to His Hxcellency the appointment of a committee to make due reduc- 
e Governor, in ignorance of .,. : . ‘ 
the prayer contained in it tionsinthem. It also prays for certain changes in 
that, under certain circum- the tax, and says if they are not made, the license- 
stances the income-tax should tgx ghould be abolished and the income-tax levied in 
ey Botid in place of the Jieu of it. The native tradesmen of Bombay signed 
this petition in large numbers, on simply hearing that 
it was against the license-tax, and without knowing that it contained a prayer 
to revive the income-tax under certain circumstances. If they had known that 
it contained the last-mentioned prayer they would never have signed it. The 
income-tax suits the Europeans; but not the natives, In their anxiety to 
realize large amounts from the income-tax, the petty officers heavily surcharged 
the natives, imposed the tax on those who ought to have been exempted from 
it, and exercised force in its recovery ; and, consequently, the authorities 
abolished it as unsuited to the natives, The authorities would, therefore, be 
surprised to see the native tradesmen of Bombay sign a petition which prays for 
the revival of this detested tax, and might revive it under the impression re- 
ceived from that petition that it suits them. To remove any chance of such a 
mistake being made the above explanation has been given. 


The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 11th August, opens with a leader, headed, ‘‘ A 
n; .  dead-wall opposition.” Several European tradesmen 
isapproves of the opposi- | . 7 
tion to the new license-tax ©! Bombay are getting up opposition to the new 
which some Europeans in license-tax with so much vehemence, that had the 
Bombay are trying to raise, natives adopted the same conduct, they would not 
- waits to see how the have failed to charge them. with disloyalty. In 1860 
ithorities would put it down. . : 
the income-tax was first imposed in this country. 
The natives then made legitimate movements to send petitions against it ; but 
the Europeans condemned them on the ground, that it was wrong to raise any 
bt gpa to it since it had already been brought into force. Sir George 
Clerk was then the Governor of Bombay. His Excellency was about to return 
from a visit to Bet Dwarkd, and a large, but peaceful and orderly, crowd of the 
natives collected on the Apollo Pier to give a welcome to His hecalleiiey, and 
to present him with a petition complaining against the injustice of the new tax. 
The English papers of the city of that time condemned this gathering as a 
isloyal congregation, and recommended the authorities to disperse it with the 
aid of the military. And Mr. Forjett’s police took a great deal of trouble to 
reduce the crowd, A great change has occurred in the public spirit of Bombay 
since then! Englishmen formerly preached to us that it was disloyal to raise 
complaints against a measure which had become law; but now some European 
tradesmen and their advocates have forgotten their old preaching and are incit- 
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ing the people to raise what may be called “ dead-wall opposition” against the 


new license-tax, a tax less o ive than the income-tax, and paid by Bombay 

more than once. They publish in the English papers age fy ag notices, and 

advise that the tax ought not to be paid; and if payment of it is compelled, it 

should be accompanied with a protest. The Bombay Gazette states that hand- 
bills in English, Maréthi and Gujar4ti, inciting the people to raise a complaint 

against the levy, have been distributed among shop-keepers, and signatures are 

being taken upon a petition (on the subject). The authorities put their iron 

hands upon the people of Surat on their creating a little tumult against the 

license-tax. It remains to be seen how they will put down the stir which the 

Englishmen themselves have so very courageously made. 


The same, in another article, headed, the ‘‘ License-tax in Bombay,” 
observes that from the above it should not be sup- 
Observes that the trades- posed that it is _— submitting petitions making 
me Bombay have been moderate demands in regard to this tax. It is so- 
a asd that much Very late now to make any petition questioning the 
pressure from it is felt by necessity of this law that such petitions would be fruit- 
poor dealers in petty articles, less, It is, however, more advantageous to make some 
who vente gps ech or demands in regard to the arrangements made about 
appointment of ameod Com. it. This levy has been imposed in Bombay in a very 
mission of Europeans and heavy form, for which the poor classes particularly 
natives to assist the Collector loudly complain. This complaint has arisen more 
in Slee out the incomes of from the defects of the law, than from any fault of 
esmen who have been un- "ites ar 
equally taxed. the officer charged to bring it into force. Its great 
defect is that the poorest tradesmen are brought under 
its provisions. The bazars,of Bombay present the pitiful appearance of sellers 
of petty articles, such as bidis or country cheroots, chillies and pieces of sugar- 
cane exposed for sale in a basket, loudly complaining about the heaviness of 
the assessment, and running about from one place to another in terror. If any 
petition needs be made it should be one praying for the exemption from the 
tax of such people. The Collector or His Excellency the Governor has autho- 
rity to exempt these people, and possibly their exemption may be obtained. 
The other cause of the loud seaitadus made against this tax is that dealers in 
the same comodity are assessed equally, without considering that one does not 
earn as much as the other. It is difficult for the Assessor to know the exact 
circumstances of every tradesman, and the latter must show his account books 
to the former to satisfy him about his profits. This latter step will revive 
the objectionable feature for which Lord Lytton justly discarded the income- 


tax. To avoid this difficulty a mixed Commission of Europeans and natives, 


like the one appointed when the income-tax was imposed for the first time, 
should be appointed to give advice and help to the Collector in finding out the 
income of each tradesman. | 


The Yajdén Paraat (48) of the 4th August, but received on the 11th, 
Chen oe observes that some correspondents of the Bombay 
otal a hag takes Gazette are trying to incite the native residents of 
Gazette are trying to create Bombay to disaffection, by recommending that they 
disaffection against Govern- should combine and refuse to pay the trade’s license- 
ee the people of tax, and by observing that when they do so, Govern- 
eee FR BE ren | ment will see the injustice it has committed in this 
to pay the trade’s license: matter. This recommendation amounts to rebellion 
tax. against the authority of Government, though they call 
it “ constitutional opposition.” Properly viewed, it looks like inciting the 
people of Bombay to commit an act like the riot committed recently by the 
people of Surat. The latter have already tested the bitter fruit of their indis- 
cretion ; and it is very shameful to lead the former to a similar fate. Had an 
vernacular paper made a recommendation: to show such “ constitutional opps 
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tion,” Sir Souter would not have been slow to give it a re-proof and . 


INP 17—8 


ITTTTTITIT 


Pe 59 pa se = ye cae eR PRR bie ad a 


By pa 


ge git, ¢ 


Cent 


warning. Does not this recommendation to the people amount to an attempt 
to incite them to sedition? asks the Parast. | 


The Deshi Mitra (49) of the 8th August, but received on the 11th, observes 

; with regard to the imposition of the trade’s license- 

Complains that the people tax in Surat, that the forms (lists of persons liable to 
of Surat have been unequa'ly the tax), published by the Collector of the tax, in 


a the new lucense- ¢hemselves show the injustice committed in making 


the assessment. It is true that individuals earning an 


annual income of less than one hundred rupees are exempted, but, after all, the 
burden falls more heavily on poor people than on wealthy persons. When the 
Jaffer Alli and the Gul4ém Babé Spinning and Weaving Companies are assessed at 
200 Rupees each, a person known asa sowkér is assessed at the same amount. 
Some classes, such as Government servants, dealers in shares, &c., who can 
well afford to bear its burden, are exempted from it; while poor persons earn- 
ing even a very little more than one hundred rupees annually, are brought 
within the pale of the tax. The people now complain more of the rates 
of assessment than of the tax itself. The Mitra hopes Mr. J — 
Khushdldas, the Collector of the tax, will afford due relief to the peop 


The Samsher Béhddur (50) of the 7th August, but received on the 11th, 
i eso. Poli observes that Mr. Peile, the late Political Agent of 
ttywar be, Kattywar, and his predecessors in office, held the 
tical Agent of Kattywar has by War, Pp : : ° 
ceased to follow the policy Native Princes of the province responsible for their 
adopted by his predecessors acts, and spread a wholesome fear among them of 
Thste en ng the Native committing acts of tyranny and injustice. These 
iefs responsible for their Gots Vs d ae Satake Of th hiects of 
acts and of opposing their Ollicers listened to the ‘complaints or the subjects 0 
improper doings; and requests these Chiefs, and hindered them from the perpetra- 
Government to take due tion of improper acts: This policy of its officers was 
eee : of this undesirable gyproved of by Government. The new Political 
i Agent of Kattywar, has discarded this policy. and 
made the Princes independent of the Agency. They now unhesitatingly 
commit deceitful and willful acts, and tyrannize over their victims. Govern- 
ment should take due notice of this change in the policy towards Native States, 
and should decide, without delay, whether the Political Agent can, or cannot, 
oppose the improper acts of the feudatory Native Chiefs, 


Municipalities, 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 9th August, but received on the 11th, complains 
that on the sides of the minor roads of the city of 

Asks the Municipality of Poona young children are daily made to ease them- 
Poona to prohibit the nui- go] ves, The writer censures the Municipality for not 


ca _— Te ee of effectually prohibiting this great nuisance. 


The Dinbandhu (37) of the aye ida eg: ernagase: a piece of ground 

R .- 1, Opposite the house of Saijan Jamdddr, in Peth Ganj, 
ot eee eT 68 thn sok Sending fosmn thanen, $n Setaiiedt in 
Places in Peth Ganj which well as the vacant pieces of ground within ruined 
rola horribly dirty con- walls are in a horribly dirty condition. In the last- 
named places somesweepers throw night-soil unobserv- 

ed and have made them sahanaalas stinking. ‘The writer asks the Municipa- 


lity of Poona to get all these places cleaned, 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 10th August, but received on the 12th, 

D; __ disapproves of the sanction given by the Town Council, 
iven Ee lg ite agar with the approval by the Municipal Corporation of 
mabag to es ite of Bombay, for an outlay of 15,000 Rupees without 


15,000 Rupees in regard to previously providing for the sum of rupees sixty lacs 
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drainage works, before pro- which the drainage works are estimated to cost. a 
viding pecoshiprsn ger hg The people of Bombay are not so anxious as the Gov- eae 
rupees which they will cost. = nment and the Municipality, for the early construc- os 
tion of these works. The latter assigns as the reason for making this haste for 
their construction, that they will reduce the rate of mortality which now prevails pe. 
in the island. However, this is a point which has not been yet satisfactoril a 
proved. The other reason assigned for this great haste is, that the Prince’s Dock Po 
: will be shortly complete, and then the opening of the sewer near it will have se 
to be closed at once. Admitting both these reasons as good for hastening the 
drainage works, it does not follow from it that the convenience of the rate- Ta 
payers should be overlooked, or that a heavier burden of taxation should be es 
unnecessarily imposed upon them. Government should have lent to the ee 
Corporation the large sum which would be required for these works. But since “a 
| it has refused to accommodate the Corporation, the latter should have provided at 
itself with the large amount before sanctioning any outlay in regard to them. a 


The Swadesh Mangal (61) S fo 6th mown ~ perc = the 11th, ee 
4. States that the parapet wall of the Ratantalaw, which Ee 

of yer om cobenk tee is filled up to the brim, on the side of the Modhds | a 
parapet wall to the Ratan- garden near the Math of Mohandds Bawé, has almost eg 
talaw where it has almost disappeared; and hence there are fears of men and a 
—— animals meeting with accidents at this place. The a 
writer requests the Municipality of Broach to re-build the marginal wall at this - © 
place high enough to prevent accidents. be 
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Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 
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timate hag:been made by the Reporter, s* 4) 0, 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 19th August, writing from 

| Pen, states that since bringing into force the new 

Complains that the people Forest Act at that place, the Katkaris and the Thakurs 

of Pen suffer inconvenience (the two aboriginal tribes of the Konkan) have been 

from the want of a sufficient prevented from cutting and selling firewood, and, 
supply of firewood since the ) : i 

new Forest Act hascomeinto Consequently, the people suffer great inconvenience 

force. from want of fuel. The writer requests the attention 


of Government to this complaint. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 18th August, is glad to learn that the Govern- 

7 | ment of India is soon to open a school at Dhera Dhoon 
gos lag beat gael pier for teaching practical forestry. This institution is to 
mh “asst aap ne bring up natives in the useful science of forest conser- 
soued forestry school at vancy, with the object of employing them, on the 
Dhera Dhoon the money paid completion of their education, in the Government 
we se 38 ee ge sig of Forest Department. The Government Resolution on 
spends une eee eee" the subject, however, contains a peculiar clause. Eight 
scholarships of Rs. 15 each per month are to be 

awarded. But the money, which will be paid to the stipendiary students, will 
be recovered from them fon their getting service), The Opinion disapproves of 
this proposal, and observes that Government should sacrifice the amount for 


the encouragement of this useful branch of practical education. 


The same condemns the new Arms’ Act of the Government of India, which 


_ 1s to come into force from 1st October next, as a piece 
Strictures on the new Arms’ << of class-legislation.” The object of this Act is to 
Act of the Government of : ‘ “Ae 
India which is to come jnto ™a@ke Improvements in the existing law on the sub- 
force from Ist October next. ject, which, however, means that it 1s intended to 
do away with what little practice of possessing arms 
still obtains among the natives of this country. The nature of this law is the 
same as that of the new License-tax, and the new Vernacular Press, Acts, that is, 
it 1s opposed to the interests of the natives. After these preliminary remarks, 
the Opinion observes that Government shows the necessity for the new Arms’ 
Act by stating that it is intended to check the increasing imports of arms, and 
to prone their passing into the hands of the tribes on the frontiers of the 
Indian Empire. If this was the sole object of Government in enacting it no 
one would find fault with it. But the fact is that the imports of arms are 
becoming less day by day. The importation of arms at Calcutta in 1877 was 
scarcely one-fifth of that in 1872. Information as regards Bombay is not acces- 
sible ; but it 1s not wrong to suppose that the imports are less than they were 
formerly. Again, the export of arms into the frontier countries may be pre- 
vented without such a harsh measure towards the natives of this country, as the 
new Arms’ Act is. This law, again, makes an invidious distinction between 
Europeans and natives—it is made favorable to the former and the reverse to 
the latter. It does not prevent Europeans or any of their mixed descendants 
from using arms, and they can order them, as well as ammunition, from a 
foreign country. A native is prevented from using or possessing arms without 
a license. Again, the latter must pay the price of the arm he requires as well 
as the duty of Rs. 50 on it; while the former is exempted from such pay- 
ment. Hitherto the arm found in the possession of a native without a license, 
was confiscated. The new Act provides for its confiscation, as well as for three 
years imprisonment with hard labor to the possessor. Europeans and their 
mixed descendants are exempted from this check. Thus a European or one of 
mixed descent of the lowest social grade is allowed the free use of arms, while 
a native of the highest rank and most loyal to his sovereign is denied that 


‘ 


aw about arms, still less for enacting a law so much more stringent as the new 


privilege There is no need for, keeping any longer in existence the present | 
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Arms’ Act is. The former was d in 1857 when there was a clear necessity 
for it. That necessity has long since disappeared. Even in those disastrous 
times the people remained stanchly loyal to their rulers without a single exce 
tion; and the disturbances were more a mutiny of the sepoys than a rebellion 
of the people. The latter are more loyal than they were before. They have 
considerably improved, and in their progress they are getting better acquainted 
with the real nature of British rule, its mightiness, and its anxious concern 
for the improvement and happiness of its subjects. They fully believe and 
openly admit on every suitable occasion that the Anglo-Indian rule is the best 
Government of all that this country has hithertohad. Her Imperial Majesty has 
admitted on several occasions the deep and heartfelt loyalty of Her Indian 
subjects. Notwithstanding these facts, why has a law more stringent than that 
passed in the agitated times of 1857 been enacted? and why has an invidious 
distinction been made between the Europedn and the native subjects of the 
crown? A satisfactory reply to these questions it is difficult to obtain; and it 
is not wrong to say, as observed above, that this law is of the same nature as 
the new Vernacular Press Act and the new License-tax Act, the former of which 
gags the native press and leaves full liberty of speech to the Anglo-Indian 
papers, in spite of the assertion of the authorities that all subjects of Her Im- 
perial Majesty have equal rights ; and the latter exempts persons earning sala- 
ries by hundreds of rupees, and taxes individuals who earn a livelihood with 
great labor, in spite of the assertion that taxation is levied impartially. Again, 
the new Arms’ Act is a suicidal measure inasmuch as it attempts to damp and 
ut out the martial spirit of the people instead of encouraging and benefitin 
by it. The people are already sorry for having been disarmed without a goo 
cause; and their sorrow will be heightened by the new measure. It also 
betokens by its partial character, that Government has full confidence in the 
Europeans and distrusts the natives. The cause of this is inexplicable. In 
conclusion the Opinion states that the Bombay Government is to make at the 
end of the current month, some recommendations for making changes in this 
law, and hopes it will do all it can to destroy its partial and unjust character. 


Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 19th August, publishes a communication, dated 
: the 7th instant, from Mr. Gopal Narsinh Deshpdnde, 
Prays the Government of sole Agent of the ryots of Inddpur, praying Govern- 
mene to continue to main- ment to instruct the Collector of Poona to keep up the 
ain the relief-houses opened . ; . : 
at Indipur and Miskeaséi, in relief-houses opened at Inddpur and at Bardmati, until 
the Poona Collectorate. the end of October next. The writer states that in 
i 1876 and 1877 there was a dire famine in the Talukas 
of Ind4pur and Bhimthadi, and Government opened some relief works for the 
able-bodied, and the Indépur Sdrwajanik Sabh4 maintained old and weak 
persons and children. In the current year there have been only one to four 
inches of rain in the villages of the two talukas, which has not produced any 
green grass nor any supply of water. ‘The relief-houses opened in former years 
by the Sdérwajanik Sabhd for feeding the weak and the sickly, &c., with the 
charitable aid rendered by Native Chiefs and rich people, have been long ago 
closed from a want of funds. To mitigate the distress of the people, the Col- 
lector of Poona has graciously opened relief camps at Inddpur and Bérdmati since 
the 20th July last. Numbers of people have gathered there, and many more 
are coming. Recently a rumour has appeared that after a plentiful fall of rain 
these camps will be closed. The writer prays the Bombay Government not 
to discontinue the charitable aid until the end of October next, as it will take 
three months before the crops are gathered in, and as the people are in con- 
sequence of their own sufferings in the famine of the last two years, unable to 
maintain the sick and the weak until new grain is produced. ‘The writer also 
states that the able-bodied among the distressed people are not admitted into 
the Government relief-houses, and are suffering great hardships from a want 


of relief works. They go about begging for fuod but do not get it, and are 
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being starved. (The Native Opinion (2) of the 18th, and the Indu Prakdsh 1) 
of the 19th, August, also contain letters from the same writer containing the 
same statements and prayer). 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 19th August, var haveing? | laments over the pass- 


ing of the Indian Budget for t 


Laments over the passing 
of the Indian Budget for the 
current year through Parlia- 
ment, without due consider- 
ation of objectionable items 
in it. 


e current year through 
Parliament, without any great discussion and consi- 
deration of the objectionable items in it. It alludes 
to the bringing of the budget before the House on a 
day on which there was a marine review and to there 
being only 25 members at its reading. It speaks of 
due attention not being paid by this national tribunal 


to the interests of this great dependency, which has contributed so largely to 
enrich England, and observes that it ought not to make any comments, but 
satisfy itself with giving the bare facts of the case. 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhékar (6) of the 14th August, but 


States that the number of 
Jepers in the town of Satara 
has inereased ; attributes the 
increase to the free mixing of 
such persons with the public, 
and prays the District Magis- 
trate to prevent them from 
doing so. 


received on the 18th, states that lepers are seen freely 
mixing with the people in the town of Satara. Some 
of them sell articles in shops, some go about buying 
and touching articles exposed for sale, and others mix 
in the crowds of people. The writer asserts that this 
town contains more such persons than it contained 
before, and attributes the alleged increase of this 
fearful disease to contagion. He requests the District 


Magistrate to adopt the necessary measures to prevent such people from mixing 


with the public. 


The Belgaum Saméchér (14) of the 19th August, also condemns the draft of a 


_ Disapproves of the draft 
of a law prepared by the 
Honourable Mr. Sorabji Sha- 
purji Bengali for lessening 
the working hours of labor- 
ers employed im the cotton 
factories of Bombay. 


law prepared by the Honourable Mr. Sordbji Shapury1 
Bengali and submitted by him to the Bombay Govern- 
ment, for lessening the number of hours during which 
workmen in the cotton factories in Bombay work 
daily. The Samdchdr bases its condemnation on the 
grounds that these workmen do the work of their free 
will, that no kind of compulsion is exercised upon 


them, and that it is necessary for the material prosperity of this country that 
there should be no State interference in a young and rising industry like that of 
the cotton mills. The Samdchdér hopes the Government of India, to which it has 
been submitted by the Bombay Government, will throw out this law as uncalled 


for. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 16th August, but received on the 


Observations about the 
complaint made by Mr. 
Ganesh Wasudew Joshi of 
Poona, in regard to the treat- 
ment of respectable 
ander criminal charge by the 
police, &. 


bailable, and a respectable person accused of any crime should be admitted to 


20th, in noticing the letter addressed by Mr. Ganesh 
Wasudew Joshi of Poona under date the 29th ultimo, 
and noticed at some length in the last weekly report, 
observes that the police really acts harshly towards 
the people, and makes some observations and sugges- 


tions on the subject. A large number of crimes has 
been made unbailable. Some of them should be made 


bail. In the case of unbailable offences, Section 389 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code should be given effect to; but if it appears to a Magistrate that there is 
prvma facie evidence that the accused committed the offence with which he is 

charged, he should refuse bail. If an offence, for which the police can appre- 
- hend without a warrant, is committed by a respectable person, he should not 
be apprehended by the police without a warrant ; and the Magistrate should, 
on information from the police, issue a summons to him. If, however, he is 


apprehended, he should be kept under surveillance in the court by which he 
38 to be tried. As regards putting fetters on convicted prisoners, a Magistrate 


6 


should state in the sentence whenever he is of opinion that. fetters should not 
be put upon the convict. But he is to have no authority. to say that they 
should be put upon him, as it is much better to leave that proceeding to the 
pleasure of the jailor. Asregards fetters not being put on Europeans convicted 
of any crime, the Waibhawa observes that it is unjust to make this class of dis- 
tinction. (The Shubha Suchak (16) of the 16th August, but received on the 


18th, in publishing Mr. Joshi’s letter, observes that the offences of murder, © 
sedition, and others of equal gravity alone should be made unbailable. In the | 


case of other offences the Magistrate should have authority to accept bail if he 
is satisfied of the respectable character of the accused. In the case of a con- 


victed person, if he gives bail that he will not effect his escape from prison, 


fetters should not be put upon him). 


The Hitechchhu (21) of Kaldédgi, of the 11th August, but received on the 

18th, in noticing two robberies which recently oc- 

States that the police of curred in the town of Kaladgi, one in the house of a 

the town of oe “ee cate weaver, and the other in the bungalow of the Superin- 

move on their rounds 9% mgh*, tendent of Police, observes that the police set out 
but sleep in some place or Y ; 

other, dc. apparently to go their rounds at night, but do not 

move about, and sleep in some place or other. At the 

chéwdi the ndik and the sepoys also are to be seen sleeping. This givesa good 

opportunity to thieves to do their nefarious work. The writer requests the 


attention of the Superintendent of Police to this subject. 


The Satya Shodhak (23) of the 11th August, but received on the 18th, 
requests Government to appoint an Assistant Judge in 


Prays Government to ap-* S abet os : 
point ys a atetant Fa ths the District Court of Ratnagiri. It alludes to the pro 


the District Court of Ratné. Verbial great delay and expensiveness of the civil 
giri,as a number of appeal courts, and observes that the great income derived 
cases are lying undisposed of, from the stamp-duties, ought to induce Government 
and as the Judge will not be 4, provide every means for making justice expeditious 
able to dispose of them soon — # 
eieidehad cm and ~— The District Court of Ratndgiri has a 
sanctioned establishment of a Judge and an Assistant 
Judge, and has sufficient work for both. For about the last year and a half there 
has, however, been no Assistant Judge, and, consequently, about 450 appeals are 
already lying undisposed of, and more are collecting. The present Judge is 
a painstaking and hardworking officer ; but, with all the labour he undergoes, 
he will never be able to clear the arrears unassisted. A report has obtained 
among the people that, having too much work, a large portion of his decisions 
are confirmations of the decisions of the lower courts. The Satya Shodhak notices 
this report simply to impress on the attention of Government the necessity 
of considering whether a person even possessing high abilities, can satisfactorily 
do-his work, particularly of a judicial character,-when he is heavily burdened 
with mental labour. In the absence of the Assistant Judge people experience 
great inconvenience, and it behoves Government to remove it. There is already 
the Assistant Judge’s establishment, and the appointment of an officer to that 
post is all that is required. | 


A correspondent of the same writing from Miria, states that since last 


Complains of the bad con- :# af , 
aieta OF Uhé Ghd Feed: and of and many persons with horses visit the place. The 


a bad stink at a spot on it Mew road is not complete as yet, and the old one has 
from carcasses of animals, at not been repaired this year. The latter is full of 
nant tn —— = holes me ce Bn nd com —— destroyed in 
m- some places. It is also much use the passengers 

— on er gait se through the town. The Bhandéria of 
hamlet Bhéti Murug, whose houses are situated to the 

east of this road, throw carcasses of animals near it; and the Mahars dispose of 
them on the spot. This causes a bad stink at this place. The writer requests 
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the attention of the authorities concerned to these nuisances, and requests them 
to remove them. | 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 16th August, but received on the 18th, inserts a 

i sis petition, without date, from the cultivators and other 
Beg " heal y hr ryots of Taluka A’kola, in the Ahmednagar Collector- 
from the ryots of Taluka ate, reciting the inconveniences suffered by them in 
Akola, of the Ahmednagar — 


regar 
pe xa | Aap aa rs purposes, &c., grazing of cattle, and firewood, 
ye ae preg hk required 0d praying it to obtain redress from Government in 
for agricultural and other these matters. The petitioners state: I—That un- 
purposes, the grazing of cat- der the late Government the annual land assessment 
tg cc ar gg ae Ga, Was levied from a ryot for so much of his holding as 
pho no’ he cultivated, and he was not deprived of his unculti- 
vated land. Under the present Government a heavy 
assessment is imposed, and no remissions are granted for less produce caused 
by less rain, want of animals for agricultural purposes, or any other misfortune 
befalling a cultivator. If he prays for a remission, he is told to give up the 
land; but being helpless he cannot do so. I1—That under the former rule 
Government allowed the ryots of a village to appropriate grass and trees grow- 
ing in Government lands within the precincts of their village. The grass was 
used for grazing the village cattle, and the trees for building houses and 
cottages, and for agricultural purposes. The present Government strictl 
prohibits the cutting down of such trees, and sells the grass growing on suc 
lands by auction. IIJ.—That under the late Government the cultivating ryots 
were allowed a free use of grass lands for their agricultural cattle, and that 
grazing fees were levied on those only who kept cattle for trade. Under the 
present Government no such convenience is made for the cultivating ryot. To 
provide grass for his agricultural cattle he must get a piece of land bearing 
assessment, keep it fallow, and graze his cattle on it. IV.—That under the 
former Government Thaékurs and other poor ryots who had no means to kee 
cattle, were allowed to cultivate ten pands (twentieth part of a bighd) of hilly 
land free of assessment ; and if they asked for more, a light assessment was 
levied on the excess. Under the present Government no attention is paid as 
to how these people maintain themselves. Hilly lands are reserved for forest 
or for grass, and their proceeds are credited to Government ; and these people 
are prohibited from appropriating any produce thereof. They maintain them- 
selves by stealthily cutting trees in the cultivated fields of the ryots and selling 


them as firewood. On being apprehended and taken before the authorities, 


the latter dismiss them without punishment, on the ground that the offence 
was committed to save themselves from death by starvation. If these people 
cut down even a small young tree in a Government forest, they are punished 
with either a fine or imprisonment. Thus Government has become merciful 
to them at the cost of the cultivating ryots. 3 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 17th August, but received on the 18th, also 
Repeats the old prayer of PT@YS Government to put down mendicancy which has 
the vernacular press that considerably increased of late, by enacting a law for 
Government should pass a native vagrants. The arguments used by the Mitra 
ine me Seneting - moresy__are similar to those advanced in a recent number of 
cants who have become - the Arunodaya (12), and noticed more fully in a pre- 


great burden to the people. | vious issue of the weekly summary. 


The Hetechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 15th August, but received on the 
Recomm : 18th, also recommends that every criminal offence 
criminal, offence ‘chould’ Should be mado bailable irrespective of its nature. 


made bailable. The reasons for which it makes this recommendation 
: and the advantages it expects to derive from its being 
» 


d to timber required for ploughs and other agri- | 
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carried into effect, are the same as those mentioned in the Gazerat Mitra (42) 
of the 11th instant, and noticed more fully in the last weekly summary. 


The same requests the police of Ahmedabad to 
be more careful this year in putting down gambling 
which is practised in the Panjusan holidays particularly 
by the Shrdwaks. The writer condemns the police 
of Daskroi as very indolent in this matter. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 18th August, in noting down some ex- 
_.._._- penses made.in England and charged to the account 

ioe ee be sate Fs 4 India, observes 94 reaiog valapieag remark that 
ae . _ the passage-money for the two bishops and some chap- 
‘ond of fas: whocdwmes oe unjustly pi ie ee ; that the cost of Sir Bartle 
Frere’s mission to Zanzibar for the suppression of the 

slave trade is also unjustly put to the debit of India, and ought to have been 
disbursed by England. It was also improper to charge India with the expenses 
incurred in hospitalities to Sir Sdlar Jang in England. If the cost of hospitali- 
ties shown to Native Princes of India is to be charged to India, the nazardnas 
paid by them ought to be credited to this country. If this.is not done, then 


the expenses made fur showing hospitalities to them cannot be justly charged to 
India. 


The same observes with regard to the Surat riot case in which a Wakil, 
two Editors, and three others have been aceused of 
inciting the recent riots in that town, that next to that 
of Malharraw Gaikwad, the late Prince of Baroda, the 
present case most attracted the attention of the entire 
public and the press of this country. There must be 
some reason for the great and anxious interest exhi- 
bited by the public. Either it must be convinced 
from the enquiries made into the case before the com- 
mitting Magistrate, that the accused are totally innocent of the offences with 
which they are charged; or it must be inclined to shelter the accused from 
deserved punishment. ‘The latter supposition, however, does not tally with the 
facts. The public showed great willingness to see this case tried in the High 
Court, the fountain-head of justice. The accused themselves were equally . 
anxious to get their case tried by that Court, and are not dissatisfied with Mr. 
Pollen, the Judge nominated by it for their trial. The other reason for the 
sympathy shown by the public to the accused is that there is a want of proper 
judicial machinery to enquire into political crimes and to conduct State trials; 
and it gives the judicial department a bad form. The third reason is the deeds 
of the police of this country in recent times, the latest and most important of 
which is its conduct in the Sholdpur case, in which an attempt was made to 
entangle ‘an innocent European gentleman in the alleged crime of bribery. 


The Bombay Samdchér (43) of the 19th August, complains that the spot 


Asks the police of Ahmeda- 
bad to put down gambling 
which will be practised in 
the coming Panjusan holi- 
days. 


~The reason why the public 
and the press of this country 
show great interest in, and 
sympathy for, the accused 
Gulabdaés and others charged | 
with inciting the late riots in 
Surat. 


Complains that the . public 
gathering of the Hindus in 
Bombay on the last Cocoanut- 
day took place on a miry 
place, which was besides too 
small for the large crowd, 
and prays the authorities to 
lend the Esplanade for such 
large gatherings, which are 
only three or four in a year. 


selected by the authorities of Bombay for the meeting 
of the Hindus of that city on the last Cocoanut holli- 
day, was very small for the occasion, and full of dee 

mire. It was, moreover, disfigured with patches filled 
with rain-water. In this place the people experienced 
great inconveniences. The Samdchdr requests Govern- 
ment to assign the Esplanade for large public gather- 
ings on holidays which are only three or four ina 
year. The Europeans attending the Jymkhana occupy 
a large portion of it throughout the year; and hence no 


objection ought to be taken to allow three or four gatherings of the natives to 


take place on it in a year.. 


The. Samdchdér hopes the authorities will be pleased 


to grant this reasonable request of the natives. 
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The same of the 20th August, notices the Despatch of the Secretary of State 


Wishes that the children of 
prostitutes should not be ad- 
mitted into the ordinary Gov- 
ernment schools, and hopes 
Government will open separ- 
ate schools for their educa- 
: tion. : 


for India to the Government of India to obtain the 
opinion of the other subordinate Governments on the 
question, placed before him by the Madras Govern- 
ment for decision, as to whether the children of pro- 
stitutes should or should not be admitted into Gov. 
ernment schools, The Samdéchér admits the necessity 


| of educating the children of these unfortunate women, 
but observes that if they are admitted into schools attended by the children of 
the respectable classes of natives, the morals of the latter will be injured, and 
this is sure to occur in the case of young girls. It enlarges on the proneness 
of children to talk among themselves of house-hold matters, and on the delicate 
feelings of the natives in regard to the preservation of the morals of their 
children, It speaks also of the Europeans not probably understanding the 
delicacy felt by the natives in this matter, but which is, therefore, not the less 
vehement. For these reasons, the Samdchdér wishes that the children of prosti- 
tutes should not be admitted into the ordinary Government schools, and hopes 
Government will open separate schools for their education. 


The same of the 21st August, also gives its opinions on the subject of the 
letter addressed by Mr. Ganesh Wdsudew Joshi of 
Observations about the Poona to the several vernacular newspapers, regard- 
complaint made by Mr. . 4 
Ganesh Wasudew Joshi of ing the hand-cuffing of accused persons when being 
‘Poona, in regard to the treat- carried from one place to another. The Samédchdr 
ment of respectable persons observes that all officers of the police now possess 
er criminal charge by the authority to hand-cuff any person they like except 
see Europeans ; and sometimes a wrong use of it is made. 
This extensive power ought, therefore, to be placed only in the hands of the 
higher officers of the’ police, and to a limited extent. It ought to be given in 
cases where the accused are homeless, vagabonds, charged with serious offences, 
and likely to effect their escape unless hand-cuffed. But it should not be given 
to the police in cases where the accused are respectable persons who do not 
make any attempts to escape. To hand-cuff such persons does not further the 
interests of justice, and only inflicts greater disgrace on them than high punish- 
ments. The Samdchdr hopes the Poona Sdérwajanik Sabhd will make a due 
representation to the merciful Government on this subject, and the latter will 
issue proper orders after a due consideration of it. (The Akhbdére Sowddgar 
(45) of the same date makes somewhat similar remarks). 


The Samsher Bahadur (51) of the 14th August, but received on the 18th, 
states that from want of sufficient funds to feed the 


Complains that fromawant indoor patients of the Civil Hospital at Ahmedabad, 


of sufficient funds several in- 
door patients of the Civil Hos- 
pital at Ahmedabad suffering 
from grave diseases have been 
turned out ; censures Govern- 
ment for not affording suffi- 
cient help to this charitable 
institution, and requests. the 
Collector of Ahmedabad to 
render some help to it either 
from Local Funds or the 


established with the money contributed by Messrs. 


-Hatesing and Premabhai, numbers of patients suffering 


from grave diseases have been dismissed from the 
hospital. Government gives an amount equal to the 
average sum paid in past years, but the prices of food 
having risen to twice the old rates, it does not suffice ; 
and, consequently, several patients suffering from 
leprosy and other grave diseases have been turned out 


of the hospital. The Samsher blames Government for 
its unwillingness to lend sufficient support to this 
charitable institution. These men carried their complaint to the Collector, who 
spoke some words of consolation and sent them away. The Samsher requests 
him to give sufficient aid to this institution either from the Local Funds or the 
local Municipality. (The Nyéya Prakdsh (61) of the 19th August, makes the 
same complaint, and contains some of the remarks made above by the Guzerat 
Mitra (42) of the 18th instant, pointing out the injustice of charging certain 
expenses made in England to the account of India.) 
ae 


Local Municipality. 
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The Kdside Mumbai 


States that numerous pro- 
stitutes of Bombay have young 
girls intended for a life of 
prostitution, and asks the 
_ police to save them from being 

thus sacrificed to an immoral 


~— dife. 


Kathor to place a light — 
the monsoons, on the bank 
the river, to serve as a beacon 
to the passenger boat which 
touches there at night. 
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(59) of the 21st August, states that many prostitutes of 
Bombay have young girls who are taught singing and 
dancing for the purpose of bringing them up as pro- 
stitutes. It asks the police to make strict enquiries 
into this matter, and assures it that it will find numer- 
ous such cases. The writer hopes that the police 
will exert themselves in this matter in the interests 
of humanity and morality, and save a number of young 


girls from a life of immorality and misery. 


ae a 
o% 


The Guzerat Samdchi 


hier (60) of the 17th August, but received on the 19th, 
Asks the authorities of 


‘asks the authorities of Kathor to place a light on the 
bank of the river to serve as a beacon at nights in 
the monsoons to the boat which carries passengers 
from Surat, Rdnder, Fulpdd4, Waridw, and other 
places to Bodhén and Kathor. 


The Nydya Prakash (61) of the 19th August, observes that though the Postal 


Requests the Bombay Gov- 
ernment to move the Govern- 
ment of India to do away 
with the postal charges for 

wisteation under certain 
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money or other valuable 


Department realizes an income far above its expen- 
diture and leaves a good balance behind, the aim of 
the Postal authorities seems to be to increase the 
balance by all means. They have, of late, undertaken 
to insure packets and parcels. This arrangement, by 
itself, is unobjectionable ; but the Department com- 
pels the owner of a registered packet containing 
things to get if insured. The question then arises 


what advantage is there in registering a packet which is insured? Again, if 


the sender of a re 


stered (insured ?) packet requires to be furnished with a 


receipt of the addressee, the postal rules require that postage stamps to the 
value of six annas should be put upon it. They — to charge one anna and 


not six for the receipt. 


The Nydya Prakash prays t 


e Bombay Government to 


move the Government of India to lessen the abovementioned unnecessary burdens. 


The same in lamenting over the failure of the Honourable Mr. Gladstone 


Condemns the reason ad- 
vanced the Government 
party in Parliament for not 
repealing any harsh measures 
of the Government of India, 
that it would lessen the poli- 
tical influence of the Indian 
authorities. 


Indian authorities. ‘‘ The bringing forward of this we 
Pe Prakash, ‘‘ reads like the story of the wolf and the lamb” (in Aesop’s 


Fables ?). 


and other Parliamentary members in their attempts 
to get the harsh measures passed by the Indian Gov- 
ernment repealed, observes that whenever the well- 
wishers of this country are about to put any harsh 
measure of the Indian Government to the vote in 
Parliament, the Government party advances, as their 
one argument for not cancelling the measure, that to 
cancel it, would lessen the pact influence of the 
a 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘‘ The complaint of India to Parlia- 


. Condemns the reply some- 
imes given by the Secretary 
of State for india, te ques- 
tions Ma him by Parlia- 
men members regardin 

the Indian afantatebradiow 
that if complaints are heard 
against the decisions of the 
Government of India it would 


weaken the Indian adminis- 


tration. 


ment,” observes that Parliament now-a-days pays 
more attention to Indian matters than it did in the 
eighteenth century. Formerly there were scarcely 
five or six members present at the discussion of an 
Indian question. Now-a-days the case is far better. 
The natives of India also have learnt of late to carry 
their public grievances very frequently before that 


national tribunal. Some of the Parliamentary members _ 


also take notice of Indian matters on reading about 
them in the newspapers, and ask theSecretary questions 
in regard to them. All this is momen paty’ & But the 


‘thing to be regretted is that the unvarying and immediate reply to those queries 
18, that if complaints were heard against the decisions of the Government of 
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India, it would weaken the Indian administration. Such a reply ill becomes the 
wise British policy. After stating that the Conservative party being in power, 
the motions made by the Liberals against the new Vernacular Press Act and the 
new License-tax Act did not succeed; the Nydya Prakdsh observes that not- 
withstanding these failures, India must feel glad that 152 members voted 
against the Press Act. She must pray to God to continue to produce in England 
such gems as the Honourable Messrs. Gladstone and Fawcett, Sir Erskine Perry, 
Sir William Muir, Colonel Yule, and Sir George Campbell. exes 


The Operation of the Trade’s License-taz Act. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 22nd August, writing from 
Complains thst the poor Sauda, in Khandesh, under date the 17th instant, 
traders of Soudain Khandesh, Complains that the poor traders thereof have been 
have been heavily assessed heavily assessed under the new License-tax Act, and 
under the vicense-tax Act, requests the authorities concerned to grant redress to 
ee the people unjustly dealt with. 


The Dnydnodaya (8) of the 15th August, but received on the 18th, in a 
leader, headed, “‘ Universal disapproval of the License 
Complains that in Bombay Act,” publishes the Marathi hand-bill, distributed in 
5 Koa under the Trade’s. Bombay with hand-bills in English and Gujaréti to 
icense-tax Act has been h . 
imposed withont due q the same purport, calling pew traders to express their 
to the incomes of the traders, disapproval of the mode of assessment adopted under 
de. the new License-tax Act, by signing a petition to 
) Government, copies of which were placed for signa- 
ture in the office of the Bombay Gazette and other places. The Dnydnodaya 
observes that the assessment imposed in Bombay is very unjust, inasmuch ‘as 
it is very light on millionaires and very heavy on poor people, comparing their 
respective abilities to pay it. The hand-bill properly describes the nature of 
the assessment imposed under this law. All those who have been taxed are 
dissatisfied, and consider that they are being tyrannized over. The poor people 
say that the British Government has changed its conduct of late, and gratefully 
remember the old days. The petitioners do not say that this tax should not be 
imposed. They merely pray that assessment under it should be justly levied. 
This prayer is quite proper, and ought to be conceded by Government. The 
traders have been distributed into about fifteen classes, the highest class being 
assessed at 200 and the lowest at Rupees 3. Washermen, barbers, oilmen, &¢., 
have been assessed some at 5, some at 8, 10, 15, 20, or 25 Rupees. These 
assessments have not been made after a due consideration of their incomes. 
This tax has been made more unpleasant than it ought to be, by the over-bearing 
conduct of the officer appointed to collect it. ‘Those who have been taxed have 
considerably inc the prices of their goods. Thus, those who are not as- 
sessed under it, have to bear a great deal of its burden indirectly. In short, all 
classes of the people are being tyrannized over. (The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 
16th August, but received on the 18th, also speaks of the great dissatisfaction 
of the traders of Bombay in this matter. It alludes to the omissign of Govern- 
ment servants from this tax, and to the assessment of the incomes of the rich at 
a quite incommensurate rate, and of those of the poor people at comparatively 
exorbitant rates; and observes that most people wish that Government should 
repeal the license-tax and impose in its place the income-tax, which taxes.the 
people according to their incomes, and not arbitrarily as the license-tax does. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 18th August, observes that the petitions sent 
from different places, praying for the repeal of the 


Prays Government tomake new License-tax Act, had raised a hope that this un- 
popular law would be rescinded; but that hope has 


the new License-tax Act 
milder than it is, so as to ex- 


empt from it now finally disappeared, and its terrible character 
mos has become evident. It was believed that it would 
not be imposed on poor people. But the word 


ers. 
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‘‘trader” has been held to include Hariddéses (Hindu preachers), Purdniks 
(reciters of Purdns), washermen, barbers, &c., earning one hundred rupees 
and upwards ; and, consequently, the people are in great anxiety. Though 
cultivators of land are exempted from the tax, it is said that persons earning 
incomes from mortgazing lands are to be taxed as traders. It behoves Govern- 
ment to consider if petty traders who earn so little as to suffice for their daily 


maintenance are taxed they would have to sell their few things to pay the tax ; _ 


and the Kalpataru hopes it will see fit to make this law milder than it now is. 


The Rast Goftér (46) of the 18th August, contains a leader, headed, “ As- 
ers sessing through Panchdyats.” It is happy to find that 
Recommends the appoint- the brokers of Bombay have devised a plan for afford- 
rig of er dees — ing relief to some of the petty members of their class, 
sais GP kath clube, ina, or Whom the Collector’s Department had included among 
quarter of the town, to assist rich brokers and had accordingly assessed under the 
the Assessors of the License- new license-tax. A committee of twelve respectable 
pa in 5g ange aici ak brokers has been constituted with the consent of Mr. 
sade ete Shankar Pdéndurang Pandit of the Collector’s Depart- 
* ment, which has fixed the income of each broker and 
has put him in one of the classes for the purposes of assessment. The Col- 
lector’s Department has confided in this arrangement, and has sanctioned it. 
It has done benefit to one class of traders and should be adopted in the case of 
the rest. It is difficult to get from every class faithful and knowing individuals 
to form such committees. It would, therefore, be better to select persons to 
form them from each caste, or lane, or quarter of the town; and their aid would 
prove valuable to the authorities. It is mg: Sm injustice in the matter of 
assessment may happen in the case of washermen, shoe-makers, barbers, &c., 
simply through ‘the ignorance of the assessors as regards their condition. The 
present complaint has been mainly raised by these classes; and it is not likely 
that suitable committees can be formed from among them. It would be better, 
therefore, to exempt from the assessment the very poor individuals of these 
classes, and to assess the remainder at one uniform rate. In the cases of cloth- 
sellers and other higher classes of traders, a properly constituted and trust- 
worthy committee should be appointed for each class, which would be able to 
distinguish the rich from the poor tradesmen, the latter of whom have now 
been taxed as highly as the former. ‘T’o such committees the traders will have 
no objection to show their account-books, if required to do so. When the 
income-tax was first imposed, a committee composed of (the Honourable) Mr. 
Gibbs, Sir Mangalddés Nathubhdai, and Sir Cawasji Jehangir Readymoney, was 
nominated to assist the Assessors. The license-tax is less annoying an 
troublesome than the income-tax ; and the committees recommended above will 
prevent its becoming the latter. 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘‘ The so-called protest against the 


Considers the petition 
against the new license-tax, 
which is being got up by the 


license-tax,”’ considers the petition which is being 
got up by the European traders of Bombay, as objec- 
tionable, as it contains a prayer to impose the income- 


European traders of Bombay, t@X in place of the new license-tax; and advises the 
as objectionable, inasmuch natives not to sign it. The latter impost has, no 
as it contains a prayer toim- doubt, been the cause of some tyranny; but this re- 
— oo ap a sult is nothing compared to the tyranny of the minute 
the natives not to sign it, &c. 2d close inquines of the former into the incomes of 

| the people. A portion of the European community 
which has come under the license-tax, is dissatisfied to find another portion of 
it escape from its clutches; but that cannot be a good reason for reviving the 
income-tax which practises tyranny on the native communities. Had the peti- 
tion stopped at the prayer made in it for repealing the license-tax, and had 
& suggestion been made to lessen the increased State expenditure, or, had a 
demand been made for an improved license-tax in place of the present impost, 
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the petition would have been very weighty. The objections taken in it against 


t 
b 


oc of this levy are too late now. Again, it ignores the unbearable 
en imposed on petty traders, such as vegetable-sellers, &c., and contains 
little or nothing about the complaint of the 


people. The petition, however, 


contains @ very important — for the appointment of a committee for 


enquiring into and disposing o 


complaints against the assessments imposed by 


the Collector. Government ought not to have omitted to make use of the 
Honourable Mr. Dosdbhai Frémji’s experience, in arranging for the recovery of 


the new tax, 


The Arya Mitra (49) of the 18th August, also, like some of its local con- 


Complains of the heavy as- 
sessment under the Trade’s 
License-tax in Bombay im- 
posed by the Collector’s De- 
partment, and attributes the 
existence of this complaint to 
ignorance of the real condi- 
tion of the assessed. 


temporaries, complains that heavy assessments have 
been imposed under the new License-tax Act in Bom- 
bay, particularly on poor traders; and that extensive 
complaints are raised on all sides. It gives some in- 
stances of over-assessments, and hopes that the petition 
prepared by the European traders of Bombay, and 
which will be soon submitted to Government, will 


- induce the authorities to afford relief against the heavy 


assessments imposed in ignorance of the real eondition of the people assessed. 


- Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Nagar Samdchdr (26) of the 17th August, but 


Complains that the resi- 
dents of Tailangpura, in the 
town of Ahmednagar, suffer 
great inconveniences in the 
absence of a made-road and 


sewers in their part of the 
town. 


received on the 2lst, complains that the people of 
Tailangpur4 near the Jhendi gate of the town of 
Ahmednagar, suffer great inconveniences from the 
absence of a madeé-road and sewers in that locality. 
In the rains a quantity of mire is collected on the road 
to the great annoyance of the residents. The Munici- 
pality was once thinking about the construction of 
sewers ; but the carrying out of the project was deferred. 


on account of the famine. The writer requests the Corporation to metal the 
road and construct the sewers in this part of the town, 


The Jame Jamsed (44) of the 23rd August, states that now-a-days Bomba 


Asks the Municipality of 
Bombay to open a relief-house 
for the emaciated, sickly, and 
illclad beggars suffering from 
starvation and going ‘about 
asking alms. 


open a relief-house for 


contains a large number of beggars who are emaciated, 
sickly and illclad. They are very importunate on 
account of their starving, and annoy foot-passengers 
and persons at their residences as well as in their 
places of business with importunate begging. It 
would be well, therefore, if the Municipality would 


these unfortunate people. The rate-payers would be 


glad to maintain them, and thereby save themselves from the pitiful appearances 


they present. 


ATMARAM V, PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 27th August 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th August, opens witha leader, headed, 
| ‘The Permanent Land Settlement.” Now-a-days 
Points out the advantages every body is thinking over the ce what will 


of a permanent land settle- overt the often-recurring Indian famines, and what 
ment, and recommends its in- 


troduction throughout India, will make the people of India happy? And each 
as one of the means for les- answers these questions according to his hghts. Gov- 
sening the miseries proceed- ernment also is thinking over them; but the means 
ing from egy ee! _recurring it considers as suited to gain this universally desired 
sc chanlisien a g gt be J object, are not the same as those which the people 
cultural classes. consider best suited. ‘The former considers that fre- 


quent increases in the land assessment, the planting 


of trees, construction of irrigational works, imposition of a trades’ license-tax, — 


laws against money-lenders, the abolition of import duties on Europe goods, 
complete recoveries of arrears of land assessment, &c., are the means. The 
latter whose views have been enunciated in a recent number of the Bombay 
Gazette, and with which the Indu Prakdsh concurs, consider the permanent 
land settlement, increase of trade and commerce, light taxation, cheap dispens- 
ation of justice, &c., are the only means. The Indu Prakdsh then gives a short 
description of the land settlements made by the British Indian Government at 
different times since the introduction of-its rule, and briefly describes the ad- 
vantages of a permanent land settlement. It also observes that John Stuart 


Mill and other political economists of repute are in favor of this theory ; and 
that it would, if introduced throughout this country, lessen the rigors and 


miseries of famines, by improving the condition of the agricultural classes and by 
raising the prosperity of the country generally. 


The same does not approve of the recent increase in the duty on salt in 
the Bombay and Madras Presidencies. This increase, 
Disapproves of the increase says the Indu Prakdsh, has been made to counter- 
in the duty on salt in the balance the decrease in the duty on the same article 
Bombay and Madras tre=- for the consumption of th le of Bengal and th 
Ree ption of the people of Bengal and the 
North-West Provinces. Notwithstanding the increase 
in the burden of the former two Presidencies, the Government has to bear an 
annual loss of sixty lacs of rupees. ‘These arrangements appear satisfactory as 
regards Bengal and the North-West Provinces. But as for Bombay and Madras 
they are the reverse. The great increase in the duty, has made this article, 
which is so indispensably necessary to human life, and of such great use for the 
preservation of animals and tress in health, so very dear as to make it difficult 
to be obtained. Again, unhealthiness is increasing day by day in consequence 
of a less use of this condiment. The people who suffered so heavily from the 
recent famine in their health, very much need a free use of it for an expedi- 
tious recovery of that health, and their inability to get it in sufficient quantities 
in consequence of its. great dearness must prejudicially affect their health. 
The Jndu Prakash notices the statements made in a recent number of the Hindu 
Patriot, that the people of Bengal and the North-West Provinces did not feel 
the duty on salt to be heavy before its recent decrease, and that the authorities 
have lessened the duty with the object of causing a larger consumption of salt 
produced in England, in compliance with the incessant efforts made for some 
years past by the salt producers of Cheshire to lessen the duty on salt to enable 
them to sell their goods in the Indian market. It was not right to give this 
convenience to foreign traders at the sacrifice of the interests of the people of 
this country. The Indu Prakdsh also mentions some other considerations in 
favour of not increasing the duty on salt. | 
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The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th August, notices ‘“‘ The Indian Railwa: 

Bill No. 11 of 1878.” In giving the substance of the 
most important Sections, the Opinion observes that 
the provisions of Section 17 do not appear to be proper. 
Tickets will be issued at the intermediate stations to 
passengers on the condition that they will be provided with seats, if there be 
room in the carriages. If there be room fora few only, those who have to 


Points out some defects in 
the Indian Railway Bill No. 
11 of 1878. 7 


travel the longest distance will be given the preference ; and those who will not 


be provided with seats, will be paid back the fares received from them. The 
Opinion does not think that the existing practice of putting third class pas- 
sengers into second class carriages, if they are unoccupied, will remain in 
force after the enactment of the above Bill; and hence it considers Section 17 as 
improper. Again, Section 37 inflicts a fine up to one hundred rupees on a 
passenger who forcibly takes his seat in a carriage which already contains the 


licensed number of ager abe But, considering the very short periods for. 


which a train stops at different stations, it 1s difficult for a passenger first to 
count the number of passengers in a carriage and then to take his seat in it. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 25th August, is surprized to find that the Indian 
Stiktetires. on the, samba Budget for 1878-79: passed quietly through Parlia- 


of the Indian Budget for ment. In laying this important document before it, 
1878-79 through Parliament the Under Secretary of State for India observed that 


without much comment or there was nothing wrong in it, and every body present 
any qeerenent. came to the same conclusion. It is very surprizing 
that though the new license-tax, the increase in the duty on salt, and other 
similar measures, appearing soon after the famine, have created great dissatis- 
faction, not a word was said about them on the introduction of the Budget, and 
the petition against the license-tax was not duly considered. It is true that 
the expenditure incurred in order to mitigate the miseries of the famines must 
be re-imbursed somehow; but why was the import duty on some Europe 
goods lessened, and the duty on salt increased just now? ‘The former could 
have been well deferred until the country had recovered from the effects of the 
recent dire famine; and it was not right to raise the salt duty in Bombay and 
Madras, the people of which had heavily suffered from the calamity for two succes- 
sive years, and were afraid of a similar misfortune befalling them this year also. 
The increase is alleged to have been made with a view to equalizing the salt tax 
throughout the whole country. If it was just to do this, is it not also just to 
re-place the system of periodical land settlements by the permanent settlement 
which exists in Bengal, and whichis decidedly beneficial both to Government and 
the people ? In the Bombay Presidency each person pays a tax of Rs, 2-4-0; 
in Madras Re. 1-5-0; in the North-West Provinces the same rate; and in the 
Panjaub Re. 1-1-7.. Is it not also just to levy the same tax throughout the 
whole country? It is to be regretted that Parliament did not consider the 
above points, but quietly passed the Budget. This and-other matters, and the 
proposition enunciated at the discussion of the new Vernacular Press Act in 
the Parliament, that .if Parliament openly cancels any act committed, or law 
passed by the Governor General, it would lessen the influence of His Excellence 
with the Indian subjects, show that the Government of India is clothed with 
an authority to do as it thinks best, and that the alleged check over it possess- 
ed by Parliament is merely nominal. Again, the different Legislative anced 
of this country enact laws after previously obtaining the sanction of the 
Secretary of State ; and Parliament says they ought not to be repealed in accord- 
ance with the proposition about the lessening of the influence of the Govern- 


ment of India. Thus, the real administration of this vast empire is left to the | 


opinions and the will of a single person the Secretary of State. But this state of 
things does not become the rule of constitutional England. 
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The same states Pie, ‘Mr. — Soret an — — . 5 tai 

Ana ee : upees for good services rendere im to the Gov- 
of ‘ bas of Re 6,000 end sca ent of India. But the Pada a of State for 
a bonus of Rs. 30,000 by the India has granted him a pension of 6,000 Rupees and 
mg ag” J = State for India piven him a bonus of 30,000 Rupees. For this double 
gf oh mee payment some Englishmen themselves ask the ques- 
tion why is this liberality shown to this gentleman? This grant is an instance 
of how Indian money is lavishly spent; and yet the Secretary of State informs 
Parliament that the revenues of India are very carefully spent, and the latter 
remains quite believing that the people of India are pleased and happy. 


The same has heard that the school-masters in the Tanna District do not 


Complains that the school. 20% their monthly salaries punctually, and that their 
sonata of the Teuna Dieses Pay isin arrears for two months. They cannot well 
do not receive their monthly raise complaints about this state of things on account 
salaries punctually, and that of their subordinate position, but they suffer great 
their pay is in arrears fortwo inconveniences therefrom. There would be some ex- 
yrsrags cuse for such a state of things in the fair reason, when 
the Deputy Educational Inspector and his Assistant move on a tour of inspection ; 
but there can be none when they stop in the rains in one place. The Arwnodaya 
hopes they will adopt immediate measures to pay the arrears, and that their 
superiors will prevent a similar thing occuring in future. | 


The Subodha Patrikd (11) of the vs August, inserts a communication from 

: a correspondent, who states that three months ago 

PMrcacinge de, es ga — when hs visited the Kaladgi District, the harvest 
occurrence of some deaths season had recently ended, and the people were about 
from that calamity in the to suffer from starvation. He was, however, told by 
ssa ke te some persons that Government would soon open relief 
works. The Collector of Kalddgi having recently reported to Government that 
the people had grown very weak. The latter instructed all Collectors to open 
relief-houses ; and, hence, he (the writer) believed that the people of the Kalddgi 
District would be duly provided for. But on his visiting that district again, he 
was disappointed and sorry to find that many difficulties were raised in the way 
of the people joining the relief works, and that the cultivators were refused 
admittance tothem. Without considering the condition of the ryots, Government 
peremptorily demanded the two years’ assessment, and they paid it by selling 
their scanty crops. This brought the agriculturists to the same condition as the 
agricultural laborers were in, viz., they had no food to eat, and had to maintain 
themselves on wild grains, which, according to the opinion of scientific men 
may contain good nourishment, but are as worthless as chaff. The people have 
grown very weak and are reduced to skeletons. Of late many persons have 
died from starvation ; and it seems a similar state of things will continue for 
some months more. Whether the Government cannot understand this condition 
of the people, or whether it purposely shuts its eyes to it the result is the same. 


The writer also regrets that the public even does not render any aid to the 
distressed people. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 25th August, revives the old complaint of the 


Pena De native press that a sufficient number of educated and 
€ old prayer 0 : : ; 1 WD ) ir- 
the natine. peoss.o..sppoint otherwise suitable native members is urgently requir 
in the Legislative Councils of 4 in the several Legislative Councils of this country, 
this country as many educat- as their absence sometimes leads to the enactment 


ed and otherwise suitable of laws inconvenient and unsuited to the natives, and 
native members as there are 


Europeans in them. Is glad PF@Y8 Government to appoint such persons to the same 
at the appointments of the number as its European members. The usual argu- 


> 1 heey Wish wanith ments are put forth in support of this prayer. The 
yen ndalik an r. : 7 | 
Morérji Gokaldas in the Kalpataru is glad that the a ae Government has 


Bombay Legislative Council, T@-2Ppointed the Honourable Mr. Wishwandth Naréyen 
(oak eee Mandalik for a further term, and has given Mr. 


Rae 


we kee GREE E RR 


Morérji Gokaldas a seat in the Legislative Council, as both these gentlemen are 
quite fit for the responsible duties of a legislator. 


The same states that it came to light in several criminal cases that Réw 


Advises Mr. Bokad, the 
Police Inspector of the Shola- 
pur District, not to torture 
persons to induce them to 
give false evidence, &., in the 
Ahmednagar Collectorate, to 
which he has been recently 
transferred, as he did at 
Sholapur, ) 


Séheb Bokad, the Inspector of Police in the Sholépur 
District, imprisoned and tortured several persons, and, 
thereby, made an attempt to induce them to give 
false evidence; but he was discomfited in these 
attempts. It advises him not to adopt the same con- 
duct in the Ahmednagar District, to which he has 
been recently transferred and ordered to proceed at 
once. . 


The same in referring to the decision of a criminal court, that Mr. Wa4man 


States that it has been 
found that the Police of Shola- 
ur tortured some persons to 
induce them to give false 
evidence in the case of the late 


Balabhim, the late Station-master of the G.I. P. 
Railway Station of Dudhni, who was accused with 
seventeen other persons by the late Railway Com- 
mission of some erime, is not guilty of the crime of 


which he was accused ; observes that in this case also 
it was found that the police tortured people, and 
thus made an attempt to induce them to give false evidence. 


Station-master of Dudhni. 


The same in alluding to the dispersion, after the decision of the case of 
Mr. Bedford and Rawji Dhepe, of the police officers 
a cog rie of the district, and of some other places who had col- 
aor a Sistas cf the Sholépur lected at Sholdpur to assist the Railway Frauds Com- 
District, hasbecome somewhat mission, observes it is said that Lieutenant Dickson, 
mad, and was wildly talking the Superintendent of Police of the Shold4pur District, 
about a gg He ag in the has become somewhat mad, and was, in that eondi- 
ee tion, put into a carriage to be taken to Bombay, 
whence he will, it is said, goto England. It is also said that he was wildly 
talking, ‘‘ where is Bedford? apprehend him, he has injured my reputation 
and that of my Raw Bdahddur and Réw Saheb. If this be true, it is very 
strange, 


The Dharwar Writta (25) of the 22nd August, but received on the 26th, 

cm also in alluding to the letter addressed by Mr. Ganesh 
Observations abont tecom: ‘Wasudew Joshi of Poona under date the 29th July, 
Wieudew Joshi of Poonain regarding the treatment by the police of respectable 
regard to the treatment of persons under eriminal charge, noticed at some length 
—respeetable persons under fn a previous number of the weekly summary, 
oo charge by the Police, Observes that there are two reasons for some mem- 
Sete’ | bers of the police acting arbitrarily and tyrannizing 
over the people. One of these is that the police is not made sufficiently res- 
ponsible for the detection of crime. Ifthe police is able and unavarieious, it 
detects the offenders and achieves success in getting them punished. [If it is 
thoughtless and avaricious, it apprehends persons without distinction as t6 their 
respectability, or otherwise tortures them and disgraces them by putting 
hand-cuffs on them and earrying them through populous streets when they are 
taken to be placed before Magistrates. 
persons suffer. Some idea may be formed of the number of such innocent 
sufferers, from the little information which has heen gathered from the report 
on the police of this Presidency for 1876. In that year more than half the 
number of persons a sauna. on suspicion were dismissed in the Poona, 
Kaira, Broach, and Hydavabat Zillas without conviction. It must, however, be 
admitted that better results than those mentioned above crowned the labors of 
the police in several other districts. The other reason is, that a majority of 
the men in the police are uneducated. In 1876, 2,678 big and small officers 
pf the police were punished. This shows the great necessity of enlisting 
3NP31—8 


From such conduct many innocent. 


educated persons in this important branch of the administration. The police 
ought to be expected to detect three-fourths of the crimes committed, and every 
officer ought to be made to feel when the results are less satisfactory. Better 
pay ought also to be given to them. 


The Shiwdji (27) of the 23rd August, but received on the 25th, alludes 
Rematks in connection 0 the petition of the cultivators and other ryots of 
with the petition of the cul. /aluka Akola, in the Ahmednagar Collectorate, to 
tivators and other ryots of the Poona Sdrwajanik Sabhd, reciting the incon- 


Taluka Akola inthe Ahmed- vyeniences suffered by them in regard to timber re- 
nagar Collectorate, to the 


Poona Sf4rwajanik Sabha, 
reciting the inconveniences 
suffered by them in the matter 
of timber required for agri- 
cultural and other purposes, 


quired for agricultural and other purposes, &c., pub- 
lished in its last issue, and noticed at some length in 
the last weekly summary. The Shiwdji observes that 
this petition shows what kind of inconveniences befall 


ke the poor ryots from the peculiar administrative policy 

of recent times, and how the officers of Government, 
who boast of being clever in the performance of their duties, treat them. The 
present condition of the people makes the existence of an association like 
the Poona Sérwajanik Sabhé and a free press very desirable. The petition also 
shows that this association works honestly, keeping its legitimate object in 
view. The Shiwdji encourages it to continue the course of. benevolence it has 
so meritoriously taken and hitherto persevered in, and censures those officers 
of Government who charge the association with creating disaffection among the 


people. 


Strictures on the new Arms’ 
Act of the Government of 
India, which is to come into 
force from Ist October next. 


The Mdlwan Samdchér (34) of the 26th August, 
makes observations on the new Arms’ Act of the Gov- 
ernment of India similar to those made in the Native 
Opinion (2) of the 18th instant, and noticed in the last 
weekly summary. 


The A’rya Warta (35) of the 24th August, but received on the 26th, joins 


Prays Government to re- 
duce the land tax to one: 
fourth of the produce of the 
soil, as this reduction will 
better enable the ryots to face 
the miseries of often-recur- 
ring famines. | 


most of its contemporaries in asserting that the land 
tax is exorbitant, and that its reduction is one of the 
means for better enabling the Indian ryot to face the 
calamities of frequently recurring famines. It wishes 
that the land assessment should be reduced to one- 
fourth of the produce of the land. Manu, the great 
Hindu law-giver, lays down that one-sixth of the pro- 


duce ought to be the share of the ruler. Akbar, however, levied one-fourth ; 


and the latter scale may be adopted by the British rulers. Akbar did not levy. 
any other taxes than the land assessment ; while the British Government levies 
duties on salt, trades, and a number of other things. Government ought also 
to lessen its expenditure. 


The Rést Goftar (46) of the 25th August, ina leader, headed, “ A nice 


Recommends Mr. Nawroji 
Fardunji for being made a 
member of the Legislative 
Council of Bombay in place of 
Mr. Sorabji Shapurji Bengali, 
who has resigned in conse- 
quence of continued bad 
health. 


opportunity for Sir Richard Temple,” observes that 
by appointing Mr. Sayad Idroos of Surat in the Legis- 
lative Council, in place of the highly useful Mr. 
Mahomedally Rogey, the Bombay Government had 
brought itself under the false accusation that it did 
not like to admit into the Council such representa- 
tives of the people as would point out defects in, or 
raise objections to, legal drafts brought before it. But 


the re-appointment of the Honourable Mr. Wishwandth Nérdyan Mandalik for 
a further term, and the gift of a seat in the Council to Mr. Mordarji Gokaldas, 
which have so much gladdened the hearts of the people, have nearly washed 
that accusation away. Sir Richard seems to desire the presence of such per- 
Sons in the Council as are able to point out the defects of the authorities. This 


good inclination of His Excellency’s mind encourages the Rast Goftdr to 
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recommend Mr. Nawroji Fardunji for the vacancy in the Council created by 

the resignation of Mr. Sordbji Shdpurji Bengali in consequence of continuous 
bad health. The Rdst Goftdr highly praises Mr. ponte for his long and dis- 
tinguished services to the public, and observes that His Excellency will not 
be able to find a better Parsi gentleman to fill the vacancy. His appoint- 
ment would completely wash out the false accusation mentioned above. 


The Yajdén Parast (48) of the 18th August, but received on the 25th, also 


regrets to see that the last Indian Budget passed” 


Laments over the passing through the House of Commons while there were only 
of alt a a ' ng twenty-five members present, and did not receive due 
eae Pape a aty attentions. It has been the practice with successive 
twenty-five members present. Secretaries of State for India to place this important 

document before the House at the fag end of the Ses- 
sion, when most of the members have left town in search of pleasure, and when 
it cannot be subjected to due discussion. India has been seeing this for many 
years past, and complains about it very frequently ; but it is to be regretted that 
no one takes due notice of the complaint and removes it. Mr. Faweett’s con- 
stant attempts to obtain justice in this matter have not met with any success. 
Is itnot desirable that India should make a strong protest against this treat- 
ment? asks the Parast. 


The Kédside Mumbai (59) of the 26th August, states that it has beeome 
habitual with several young men of the Borah, Khoja, 

Asks the Police of Bombay and Meman classes in Bombay to conceal their real 
—. rm gecome fe none is class, and to assume false ones when they 
ing them before Magistrates, are place before Magistrates for having committed 
as several young men ofthe some crime. A few days ago a company of gamblers 
Khoj, Borah, and Meman was placed before a Police Magistrate. One of them 
a wong Magistrates Was @ young Khojé, named Yusaf Mahomed. He, 
ioe dhininal offences, however, gave a false name, and thereby escaped the 
a ignominy he would have otherwise met with among 

his acquaintances. The Adsid requests the police to ascertain the real names 
of accused persons before placing them before the Magistrates, as such a thing 


would induce many persons to give up the evil courses taken by them. 


The Operation of the Trades’ License-tax Act. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 26th August, in referring to the operation of 
Dissatisfaction of the mer. ‘#18 tax in Bombay, observes that it has created a 
chants and dealers of Bombay great deal of uneasiness in mercantile communities. 
at the assessments imposed Rich banks and companies have been assessed at two 
upon them under the License- hyndred rupees each, and in addition each partner of 
tax Act. : . ; 
these concerns is taxed separately. The rich merchants 
consider this double taxation as illegal, and are trying to get rid of it. The 
people are very sorry to find that the person who assesses them has no experi- 
ence so as to be able to examine their accounts and satisfy himself of their real 
incomes ; that there is no appeal against the Collector’s decision, and that they 
cannot get speedy redress. Peadars and dealers from the lowest to the highest 
are to be seen anxiously waiting at the Collector’s office to get redress. It is 
said that shoe-makers, Bas washermen, &c., who singly do not come under 
the provisions of the tax, are taxed in numbers on the ground that, as they 
work in one place they must be carrying on their business in partnership. But 
this ground is false. They do not work in partnership because they sit together. 
The Indu Prakésh hopes the Honourable Mr. Dosdbh4i Framji, who has been 
recently apprinted to hear appeals against the decisions of Mr. Shankar 
Pandurang Pandit, will grant due redress to the petty artizans and dealers. 
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The Native Opinion (2) of the 25th August, points out some inherent defects 

eR a of the new License-tax Act, and gives the causes of 
of the new License-tax Act, 1t8 having become very distasteful to the people of 
and the causes which have Bombay. It says that its defects are: jirst, that it 
made its operationin Bombay exempts from its operation Government servants of 
pe i distasteful to the 1) grades; second, it empowers the Collectors who are 
a" to assess the people, to hear complaints about over- 
assessment; third, it makes incomes of Rs. 100 per annum assessable; and, 
fourth, the rate of assessment is Rs. 2 per cent. The causes of the complaint 
raised about the levying this tax in Bombay are, that many persons are over- 
assessed ; second, the Collector finds no time to hear complaints about the over- 
assessments ; and, ¢hird, that the partners of a firm or company have been 
assessed at Rs. 200 each, in addition to a similar assessment on the firm or 
company as such. The writer thinks that the last mentioned double assess- 
ment cannot be right. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 25th August, states that the merchants and dealers 

of Sholépur complain bitterly about their being 

States that the merchants assessed under the new license-tax without due regard 
we arn Soe a com- to their incomes. Some persons have been under- 
vacesed under the new 2#ssessed, while others have been over-assessed. The 


License-tax Act. Collector of Shol4pur is requested to give due redress 


to the persons who have appealed to him. : 
The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 23rd August, but received on the 27th, — 


complains that in the Khandesh Zilla, persons, whose 
Complains of over-assess- income is less than one hundred rupees, and who 
i under the new Trades’ cannot sometimes eatn enough to feed themselves, 
icense-tax in the Khandesh ; 
District. 7 are taxed at Rs. 2 each under the new trades 
| __ license-tax, and they sell their copper pots and pay 
the tax with the proceeds thereof. Some undivided Hindu families consist of 
more than one brother, one of them carries on the concern in his name and the 
rest work under him. But full tax is imposed on the person in whose name the 
concern is carried on, and the other brothers are also assessed. In some cases 
individuals have been over-assessed in consequence of their being at enmity with 
the patil or kulkarni of their villages. To some complaints about over-assess- 
ment a reply has been given that they have not been assessed according to their 
incomes in the past year. The tax has been levied after due consideration of 
their condition in life and respectable character. The Waibhaw doubts whe- 
ther it is legal to bring in the latter considerations in imposing assessments. 
It says that the people will willingly pay the tax, if it is imposed in proportion 
to their clear incomes. : 
The Bombay Samdehdr (43) of the 24th August, but received on the 26th, 
opens with a leader, headed, ‘‘ A new discussion about 
Observations with regard to the license-tax.” The arrangements made in Bombay 


the decision that the license- ; . : : 
ink io lodiible‘on: every ment- for the impositon of this tax, have given new cause 


ber of a firm for alarm among the trading classes. Since the. 
fon comeinen se passing of the License-tax Act by the Imperial Legis» — 


lature up to last week, it was universally believed that this tax would be levied 
on a firm or company only, and not on each partner of it. The people were so 
certain about this that some persons made adverse comments upon it to the 
effect that on account of it a which earned great profits would be lightl 

assessed, whereas another firm which was putin the same class with it, thoug 

earning far less, would be over-assessed. This point was subjected to much 
discussion ; but no one ever said a word that it was wrong to raise this question, 


as it was the intention of the law to levy the tax on every partner of a firm or 


company. Not only this, but the Collector’s Department in Bombay served 
notices on the firms and companies to pay the tax of Rs. 200 imposed upon 
them. After some of them had paid in the tax accordingly, information was 
given by the license-tax authorities that the tax mentioned before in the 


notice would have to be paid by each partner of the firm or company. This 


announcement has spread much alarm among traders of all grades. In numerous 

eases poor traders trade in companies or firms, and they say that if every 7. 
member of a firm is called upon to pay the tax, they will not be able to a 
earry on their trades at all, and their families must starve. A question ee 


is asked, whether the branches of a firm in other towns or cities will have to 

pay the tax when the same is paid by the head office? If the branches are also 

assessed, certainly the tax would be very heavy on the firm. Another question 

is put, whether the sons, brothers, or servants of a person trading in his own 
name and making them go about hawking a portion of his goods, will be taxed 

as well as the person trading in hisown name? This tax has made some people 

anxious as to what amount of tax would be imposed upon them, others 

asto whether the over-assessments on them would be lesened and some others a 
as to whether the tax would be imposed on the partners of a firm. It has made a 
the people feel more distress than the tax on salt and other taxes, which bring ae 
in nearly the same amount of revenue have caused, although it is intended 
for the sacred object of saving human lives from the miseries and destruction 
inflicted upon them by the frequently recurring famines. There are reasons for 
the collection of funds for such a meritorious object becoming so very distasteful. 
The instrument used for the purpose is such an unpleasant impost as the license- 
tax ; the arrangements made for it are not satisfactory ; and, lastly, the absence 
of abilities in the persons entrusted with the collection of the tax to do the 
work without creating alarm or dissatisfaction among the people. . The last 
mentioned reason is the cause of the new fright; and due measures ought to be 
immediately taken to remove it. | 


The Jame Jamsed (44) of the 28th August, in alluding to the loud com- 

Te aestetal to Bin eos: plaint recently raised in Bombay about numerous 
lency the Goyernor for the traders and artizans being over-assessed under the 
appointment of Mr. Dosabhéi License-tax Act, observes that when this law was 
Framji to hear appeals enacted it made a recommendation to the Bombay 
age a ie ee ee a Government to appoint the Honourable Mr. Dosébhai 
bay, and prays His Excel. ‘ramji to bring this law into operation at the Presi- 
lency to see that no cause Gency. But, for some reason not known, the Gov- 
is given tothe people of the ernment did not adopt it. However, the people of 


i raise a similar Bombay are highly grateful to His Excellency the 


2 2 as Ge Gee Gee Gs Ee Gees oe 


sa 


Governor for his paying immediate attention to their a 
—— about over-assessments, and complying with their prayer to appoint 8 
Mr. Dosd&bhdéi Frémji. Siy Richard has done this with his usual readiness to hear a 


complaints and grant expeditious redress, The result of this popular conces- 
sion has been that all complaints about over-assessment have ceased to be made. a 
He passes his decisions on the appeals with so much patience and wisdom, that a 
even persons who happen to be over-assessed a little depart without expressing , 
any displegsure. The Jdme Jamsed then prays His Excellency to see that the 
license-tax is not imposed with severity in the mofussil. The mofussilites are 
not so courageous as the people of Bombay to raise loud complaints about 
over-assessment, and seldom come out to make any. This tax is likely to be 
permanent; and care must be taken that by its severe operation dissatisfaction 
is not created throughout the whole Presidency. Sir Richard’s Government 
ought to discourage ambitious officers, or officials ignorant of the real condition 
of the people, entrusted with carrying out the Act, from over-assessing the 
people. In the case of the former a due check should be exercised over them, 
and the latter should be re-placed by suitable officers. | 


A correspondent of the same of the 29th August, states that the poor and — 
ea other traders of Surat have been over-assessed under... 

States that the poor and the License-tax Act, and are, consequently, much ee 
ord traders of Surat have frichtened with the heavy taxation. Numbers of them 
en over-assessed under the h os : 
ee ave preferred appeals against the over-assessments. 


Some traders have been under-assessed. co 
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~The Rést Goftdér (46) of the 25th August, also speaks of many poor traders 


Complains about many poor 
traders and artizans of Bom - 
bay being over-assessed, and 
about their not getting re- 
dress soon. 


and artizans of Bombay being over-assessed. It says 
that the lists of assessment published by the Collec- 
tor’s Department show on their very face that many 
of them have been put into classes higher than those 
into which they deserve to be put, and are over- 
assessed ; and that the reverse has happened in the 


case of some well-to-do traders. The Rédst Goftdér also alludes to the feo 


against over-assessments not getting redress soon in consequence of the 


ollector 


having no time to listen to their complaints. (The Satya Mitra (57) of the 
same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same thinks that it is quite in accordance with the License-tax Act that 


Thinks it is quite in accords 
arice with the License-tax Act 
to tax every member of a 
firm or company. 


every partner of a firm or company should be made 
to pay the tax. However, it would not be just to tax 
the company itself when its several members have 


been assessed. It points out the unreasonableness of 
the arguments put forward against this provision in 


the Bombay Gazette, and censures the European merchants who have resolved to 
oppose its operation in regard to themselves. 


The Kaira Wartamdn (53) of the 21st August, but received on the 26th, 


States that a large number 
of people have come from the 
District to the town of Kaira 
to appeal against the over- 
assessments imposed on them 
under the License-tax Act. 


states that the people from the district are coming 
in bodies into the town of Kaira for the purpose of 
appealing against the over-assessments imposed on 
them under the new License-tax Act, and the town 
presents the appearance of a holiday. The petitioners 
are waiting for decisions of their cases; and the 


Wartaman hopes they will get due redress. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 22nd August, 


States that the collection 
of sweepings and filth in the 
town of Gogo has given birth 
to cholera, and censures the 
Municipality of that town 
for this state of things. 


but received on the 26th, states that the collection of 
a great quantity of sweepings and filth in the town of 
Gogo has given birth to the epidemic of cholera. The 
writer severely censures the Tiniaioatites of that town 
for this state of things. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (438) of the 29th August, approves, for various reasons, 


Approves of the resolution 
of the Town Council of Bom- 
bay to raise for the present a 
portion of the sum required 
for the drainage works, and 
prays Sir Richard Temple to 
compel the Corporation to 
construct Backbay drainage 
works when building similar 
works for the Carnac Bunder 
quarter of the island. 


the decision arrived at by the Town Council of 
Bombay, on the motion made by Mr. Nawroji Far- 
dunji, that for the present the whole sum of sixty lacs 
of rupees required for the drainage works of Bomba 

be not raised, as it is not discreet to construct alt 
those works at once; and that only 27 lacs of rupees 
be raised for closing the mouth of the drain at Carnac 
Bunder and constructing sewers for carrying its foul 
contents into the sea at Worli. But the first motion 
made by Mr. Nawroji, observes the Samdchdr, con- 
tained a proposal for closing the mouths of the drains at 


Carnac Bunder and at Backbay. But the proposal with regard to the latter 
drain was given up, as the sum of rupees 27 lacs to be raised would not 
suffice for completing both the works. But, considering the great nuisance 
created and the great injury done by it to the health of the dense population in 
the Dhobital4w and Churney Wadi quarters, the Corporation should not have 
scrupled to raise a few rupees more to close the mouth of the Backbay drain. 
Many persons also go for an airing to the Backbay shore, and the open mouth 
of the drain there does great injury to their health also. The Samdchdr also 
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observes that Sir Richard Temple is aware of this great nuisance, and appeals 
to His Excellency to compel the Corporation to construct the Backbay drain- 
age works when doing the Carnac Bunder works, and ‘to relieve the thickly 
opulated parts of that oa from the unbearable nuisance from which they 
care long suffered. he Samdchar also regrets that Government has not 
accommodated the Corporation with the loan of sixty lacs, as the latter will, by 
raising the money in the market, suffer a loss of about twenty lacs of rupees. 


Native States. 


The A’rya Warta (35) of the 24th August, but received on the 26th, con- 
| tains a communication from one Rupchand Dagdushé 
A Baniya complains thathe Amalnerkar, who states that he and his companions 
— Oe ke ‘es ne were plundered on the Ist Ash4d Wadya last, by some 
ie Seat Taluka of the mounted robbers, between the villages Kand and 
G4ikwari State. W4moj, in the Kadi Taluka of the Gdikwar’s territory, 
while they were going from Pétan to Ahmedabad. 
They have been robbed of property worth some six thousand rupees. The 
writer cautions other travellers not to travel on that road without first obtain- 
ing Government men to guard them, and prays the British Government and 
the Gdikwdr’s authorities to put down these highwaymen, and to make travel- 
ling safe; about his own case the writer states that he has made the necessary 
report to the Foujdér of Kadi, and enquiries are being made into it by the 
Gdéikwari authorities. | 


The Hetechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad, of the 22nd August, but received on 
, the 26th, contains a long leader which repeats some 
j erg & aoe we complaints it has previously made against the adminis- 
Jendoark ance tration of the Junagarh State. After once more assert- 
ie ing that the administration contains defects, that there 
exists disunion among its ministers, that the Nawab is kept by them under sur- 
veillance, and that the ryots loudly complain against the tyranny practised on 
them ; and after expressing satisfaction that the new Political Agent of Katty- 
war has not yet fallen into the meshes of Mr. Wedanti (Mr. Gokalji Jhdla), the 
Hitechehhu strongly condemns the judicial machinery of this State. Itsays that, 
with the exception of one or two, the Judges are unable to dispense justice. 
They have before their eyes the bad example of the ministers openly receiving 
Nazarands and selling justice; and it may not be wrong to suppose that they 
too receive bribes in secret. It is said that several first and second class Magis- 
trates do not take up cases until they find that their confidential Wakils are re- 
presenting them. ‘The sessions court is said to call yp, without reason, cases 
from the lower courts, and dispose of them as it likes. Most of the members of 
the supreme appellate court are said to call the appellants to their houses. 
The Judge of the Bhéyaét Court was aSchool-master before he got this appoint- 
ment, and is not versed in law. With his and the late Political Agent’s help 
Mr. Wedanti has resumed the girds villages of several girdsids of Sorath, and has 
made several mul-girdsids paid servants, Purshottamrdi, a lad eighteen years 
old, is in charge of the Huzur Court. Several police patils of villages are boys 
under the age of twenty. Thus the Judicial Department of this State is noth- 
ing less than a farce. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Pétan, states that a Koli named 
Dol& Rup4, an inhabitant of the village of Mundwad, 
Compiler that of — of Taluka Shidhpur, went to the village of Shdsam of 
a oo ak a the Palanpur State to cut wood and sell it afterwards. 
Vs, uring Ww ic e corpse Whil h . . h 

was rotting, to enquire into ile he was cutting it, the watchman of the place 
the offence of manslaughter, caused his death by knocking him on the head. On 
which was committed in the hearing of this incident the Foujddr of Shidhpur went 


Village of Shésam. to the place, but returned without doing any thing in 
6Nn P 31—8 
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the matter, as the offence was committed in a different jurisdiction than his 
own. The corpse was rotting for three days, but no officer from Pélanpur came 
to enquire intothe matter. oe 


The Samsher Bahddur (51) of the 21st August, but received onthe 25th, 
| _ in order to induce the new Political Agent of Kat- 
Asks the Political Agent tywar to interfere and prevent the Thakor of Péliténa 
rad i Boy hove from doing injustice to his ryots, alludes to the con- 
Thakor of Palitina from duct of that Chief in his disputes with the Jain com- 
doing injustice to his subjects, munity, and observes that in the work, entitled, 
“ Julum Prakdsh,” by Ranchhodbhat, there are man 
complaints about him. Many of his chicaneries came to light in the eal 
ings before Mr. Candy, the Judicial Assistant Political Agent. Mr. Shdémrdw, 
the late Karbhari, has brought to the notice of Government the bad acts which 
he was able to discover within the short period of his stay. ‘‘ The reasons for 
which Mr. Ménekji, the Judge, was obliged to resign the office are very dreadful ; 
and if all of them are enquired into, the case will not be less important than 
that of Malhérréw (Gdikwdd ?).” The British Government has very frequently 
interfered with the administrations of the Kattywar Chiefs to prevent them 
from doing injustice to their respective subjects. For such conduct the Rénd 
of Porbandar has been transferred from the first to the third class of the 
Kattywar Princes; Malhérr4w Gdikwdd has been banished to Madras; and 
Kdélubhé has been disinherited. When such is the case, and when there are 
ample proofs of the improper conduct of the Thdkor of Pélitdéna, the Political 
Agent ought to interfere and prevent him from doing injustice to his subjects. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
: Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 3rd September 1878. 
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‘Polithes ond the Public Admidistratéon. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 2nd September, operis with a leader, headed, 
_  **What do the ryots ask?” It has before said that | an 
conte io rine i Government believes that if it protected the ryots a 
troduction of the permanent {rom the heavy interest charged, and from the sale of ; 
land settlement into this the whole of their property by the sowkars, it would 
Presidency, as one of four make them happy; but this idea is wrong, and the - 
means for the improvement pyots need no such protection. Though it is rather 
of the condition of the ryots, difficult ¢ q a 8 
and makes a second sugges. ‘ifficult for a Government to make its-ryots happy; it 
tion that .the assessment should try to remove the causes ‘which appear to have 
should be levied in four in- Jed to the decline of their condition. The Indu —— 
eet of two instalmentsasi8 Dighieh algo suggested four remedies, and, in its last ie 
one at present, and inkind . : : a % ; f 

from those only who must issue, described the first of them, viz., the introduc- : 
sell their crop for whatever tion into this Presidency of the permanent land settle- 
price it fetches, or must find ment which exists in Bengal and Oude. Of course, 
es al ‘lenders to pay it M 4 Glass of rich Zemindérs will have to be created, who 

3 will be responsible to Government for the payment of 
the land tax. This arrangement will save Government from the expenses it ~ 
now incurs for the maintenance of the Revenue Survey Department and of the oo 
establishment for the recovery of the assessment, and will remove the necessity 
of the sale of lands through the civil courts. Itis ‘rue that this arrangement 
will inflict a little loss on Government in the income from the land tax. But, 
if Government is really desirous of benefitting the ryots, it should be prepared 
to bear it. The second suggestion was about the mode of levying the assess- 
ment. It is now levied in money in two instalments; it should be levied in ~ 
four instalments as was done formerly, and in kind from those only who must 
sell their crops at whatever price they fetch, or must resort to money-lenders 
to pay itin money. Some people say that the ryots will not be able to under- 
stand what they have to pay to Government if they are made to pay the 
assessment in kind. But this objection is worthless, as the prices ruling in the 
market from time to time can solve the point. This arrangement also will 
create some disadvantages ; but the benefits derivable from it will far out-weigh 
the former, and hence it ought to be adopted. The people of this country have AG 
received many advantages from British rule. But, in the matter of the land om 
tax they suffer a disadvantage which is increasing in gravity day by day, and : 
if due attention is paid to remove it, benefit is sure to result. 
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A correspondent of the same writing from Pen under date the 30th ultimo, 
says it is said that a head constable of the police of 
Makes a complaint about that place owed some money to a tailor, who, being 
lone apa es - — tired of dunning him (at home), asked him for it on a 
wa eee the road, The constable thereupon had him taken to ae 
his Kutcherry and subjected him to some pushing and 
pommeling, The tailor made a complaint about this treatment to the Second : 
Class Magistrate. The head constable preferred a complaint against him before 
the police patil, and had him imprisoned by that authority for twenty-four 
hours. If this he true, the pétil seems to be entrusted with an authority which 
no other officer of Government possesses. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 5th September, opens with a leader, headed, 
‘¢ The present condition of the agricultural popula- 
vy Makes an attempt to prove tion of the Bombay Presidency,” which attempts to 
si Ragin yay ol aged prove that the principal cause of the indebtedness of 
ner of realizing it have prin. the agricultural classes of this Presidency is the land 


cipally contributed to the assessment, and the local taxes, and the harsh manner 
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indebtedness of the ryots of of collecting them. It observes that Government 
ap Gover .-% poverty ofthe yet have bon came simply by te 
verty of the ryots have been caused sim heir 

Pet condition. ‘cua prodgalit aby the fraudulent dealings of 2 sow- 
_ kars or creditors. Government also says that the 

land assessment is not heavy, and has not contributed to the impoverishment 
of the ryots. But these beliefs of Government are wrong, and, consequently, 
the means it is about to adopt for improving their condition will miscarry. 
The burden of taxation on the Indian subjects is unbearably heavy. The land 


tax is also very heavy, and great harshness is exercised in realizing it. In 
support of the former of the last two assertions, the Dnydn Prakdsh alludes to 


a communication, which recently appeared in the Pall Mall Gazette, from a 
correspondent signing himself ‘‘ H,” who, in support of his assertion that the 
assessment is heavy, gives the instance of the Ahmednagar Collectorate. As 
regards the latter assertion, the Dnydn Prakdsh observes that the Government 
charges one hundred per cent. interest on the land tax in arrears. The sowkar 
gets only from 24 to 60 per cent. on the loans he gives, and yet the former 
charges the latter with exacting exorbitant interest. The ryot naturally goes 
to the sowkar to avoid the payment of a higher rate of interest to Government. 
If he did not do this, in addition to the higher interest, he incurs the risk of his 
ancestral land being sold in satisfaction of the assessment. Thus the heaviness 
of the assessment and the harsh mode of exacting the payment of it drive him 
into debt. The Dnydn Prakdsh alludes to the recent famine in this Presidency, 
and observes that this calamity made the above described condition of the ryots 
worse, and to make matters still worse, they did not get a proper remission of 
the assessment. In this their pitiable condition the sowkar gives them loans 
without any special pledge,—and this aid must be highly beneficial to them. 
The connection between the two is undoubtedly highly advantageous to the 

rots. Ifthe creditors only give up committing frauds with their debtors, 
they would be the best benefactors of the ryots. ‘hey get some help from the 
civil courts in getting the fruit of their fraudulent practices; and it seems that 
the arrangements which Government proposes to introduce in this matter will 
prove of some benefit to the ryots. In very few parts of India the permanent 
and settlement or a light land assessment exists ; and it may not be wrong to 
say that the ryots of most parts of India are in the same condition as that of 
the ryots of this Presidency,—that is, they are steeped in debt, and that agricul- 
ture is deteriorating day by day. The Dnydn Prakdsh humbly prays Government 
to adopt proper means to improve their condition. (A correspondent of the 
Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 28th August, but received on the 1st September, 
expresses somewhat similar sentiments). 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 28th August, but received on the Ist Sep- 
tember, states that on the 24th instant, the chief 
uests Government to constable of Satara apprehended at Sangam Méhuli, 
pay ue notice of the con- place which belongs to Pant Pratinidhi, a person 
uct of the chief constable of : . ‘ am nae 
Satara in apprehending an 2cCused of having committed a crime within British 
accused person within the jurisdiction, on a warrant which did not bear the 
jurisdiction of the Pant Prati- countersignature of the Political Agent. The chief 
eens arcane which did constable did this in contravention of the existi 
e countersignature : . : o,8 
of the Political Agent, order, that a person who commits a crime in British 
territory and goes to a 
of a Jahdgirdar, is not to be apprehended by thie patton unless the warrant for 
his apprehension bears the signature of the Political Agent. The warrant did 
not bear the Political Agent’s countersignature, and the accused was appre- 
hended in spite of the remonstrances of the Wahiwdtdér of the Pratinidhi. 
The Sudhakar requests Government to take due notice of the slight shown by 
the chief constable to the jurisdiction of the Chief. 
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A correspondent of the Dnydnodaya (8) of the 29th August, but received 
on the Ist September, writing from Sholépur under 


Mentions the existence of date the 22nd ultimo, states that heavy rains have 


-sccrlbppgpos y res yea Om fallen there and the fields are over-flowing with water. 


. The farmers complain that has grown high, and 
has been destroyed ar er 
* leary rains, and observes the kharif crop has been destroyed. The prices of 


that Government will have to grain have risen, and no diseases prevail. Govern- 


give this year alsosome relief ry ont will have to provide this year also for the weak, 
— sickly and friendless poor people food, medicines and 


grass-sheds. Several poor people with swollen hands, 
feet, or faces are going about begging for food. Several children reduced to 
skeletons and on the point of death, are to be seen lying on the ground. The 
writer prays the Almighty to end these famine days soon. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 1st September, in a leader, headed, ‘‘A change 
in Sindia’s conduct,” in noticing the statement said to 
Observations on the report have been made by the Gwalior correspondent of a 


that His Highness Sindia has newspaper of Agra, that His Highness Sindia does 
ceased to look after his army, 


“Y* not bestow the same attention on his army as formerly; 
to as pneinin his that he has not reviewed it or even visited the sien 
State. ground for the last two years; that he has disbanded 

| six hundred mounted soldiers; and that he devotes 
his attention to the Revenue Department, and tothe improvement of the roads 
of the State ; observes that it is much surprized to hear thisnews. His Highness 
hitherto spent almost the whole of his life in military affairs, and in improvin 
his army—pursuits which befit a brave prince. It seems that he has found 
cause to be weary of them. Though Sindia by devoting his attention to his 
army achieved the reputation of being brave and well versed in military affairs, 
he did not learn that the paramount Government was glad of one of its tribu- 
tary princes being so. On the contrary, it appeared to have begun to entertain 
thoughts unfavourable to him. The great praise elicited by Sindia’s army led 
to this result, that the rulers and persons of their class thought that though he 
acted outwardly with great friendliness, he might on some occasion prove a 
cause of their ruin. They spoke in such a way as to hurt his feelings, and 
raised a cry for dismissing his army as well as the armies of other tributary 
princes like him. Government also took the same view, and a resolution to 
that effect was passed. The Arunodaya is glad that His Highness has taken a 
hint from all this, and has devoted. his attention to the administration of his 
State. It is to be hoped that he will meet with the same success in his new 


pursuit as he met with in regard to his army ; and if he achieves it, the supreme 
Government will surely be very glad. 


The same in noticing His Excellency the Governor’s Minute on the report 
of the Railway Frauds’ Commission, expresses satisfac- 
Is pleased with His Excel- tion to see His merges candidly give the opinion, 


lency the Governor's frank- that some of the “~— railway officials were implicated 
ness in condemning in his in the railway frauds, and that Mr. Conder was unfit 
Minute some of the officials 


of the G. I. P. Rail the for the responsible post he held. ‘T’hese observations 
report of the Rallway Frands’ show that His Excellency is frank-hearted and plain- 


Commission. Also disap- spoken, and these qualities are a great ornament to 
proves of His Hxeellency’s him, His Excellency observes that though the vice 
observation that natives are 


sk say age + Of committing frauds has of late decreased among the 
ton Pree natives, it is a hereditary defect with them; and that 

Englishmen should commit similar frauds and natives 
should know of them is a great blot on England. This observation of His Ex- 
cellency is wrong. If all natives were hereditarily given to commit frauds, they 
would not have been able to assist the rulers in the administration of the coun- 
try. Again, if all Englishmen were honest there would be no need of the 
large police which England keeps. The Arunodaya also disapproves of the 
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(Government declining to adopt the recommendation made by the Commission 
to amalgamate the railway police with the police of the different districts through 
which the G. I. P: Railway line rage The Arunodaya promises to give on 
some future occasion its reasons for entertaining the last-mentioned opinion. 


The same observes that some people of the other Presidencies say that the 
Bombay Presidency is more fortunate than the other 
The pedple of this Presi: Presidencies, in having such able persons as thie 
dency have no hopes of being Honourable Messrs. Mandalik, Murdrji, and Bengédli 
benefited by the presence of in its Legislative Council. It is true these gentlemen 
the Honourable Messrs. Man- < ‘ 
dalik, Murérji and Bengali re able: but they have not been able to get the objec- 
in the Legislative Council of tionable portions of any law removed, or to stop the 
Bombay. enactment of any objectionable law. The people have 
_ hitherto believed that their presence in the Council 
would be highly beneficial to them, but they have now given up all hope in this 
matter. Under such circumstances the people of the other Presidencien neéd 
not envy those of Bombay in this particular. 


The Shiwdjt (27) of the 30th August, but teceived on the 1st September, 

in alluding to the extensive complaints raised in 

Requests the mofussil au: Bombay against overassessments under the Trade’s 
thorities and Government to J,icense-tax Act,andtotheappointment of the Honour- 


adopt measures to prevent the . rr , i 
siislitien Wing ‘velnien- able Mr. Dos4bhéiF rémji to hear the appeals, observes 


ed under the Trade’s License. that since Bombay has had to raise such a com- 
tax Act, as was doneinBom- plaint, there are fears of other cities, towns, and 
bay. particularly villages of this asa ogng making a more 

| severe complaint. The license-tax has not been yet 
levied in Poona. The assessment lists are ready, and the Shiwdji has learnt 
some instances of overassessment. To instance one, the owner of a house in 
Peth Shanwér lives in the house, and has also some tenants. The former 
possesses a she-buffalo and the latter also own some cattle. All these cattle are 
tied up in the house. The kulkarni seeing so many cattle, estimated the income 
of the owner at much more than what it really was, and has, consequently, 
overassessed him. The Shiwdji also alludes to the proneness of subordinates 
to overassess the people either through a desire to obtain the good graces of 
their official superiors, or through fear of incurring their displeasure in case of 
underassessments ; and prays the authorities in the mofussil and Government 
to adopt due measures to prevent the people from being overassessed. 


The Kashta Wildsini (28) of the 38rd September, after quoting the article 
_ about the passing of the Indian Budget for the current 
2 ane over the passing year through Parliament without due consideration 
e Indian Budget forthe ¥¢ vs ; oe : : 
current year. through Parlia- Of the objectionable items in it, which appeared in 
ment without due consider- the Suryodaya (4) of the 19th August, and was noticed 
ation ofthe objectionableitems jin the summary for the week ending the 24th idem, 
wales laments over the occurrence in its peculiar involved 
and incoherent style of writing. ‘‘ The best astrologer who has made calcula- 
tions on the horoscopes of India, may alone foreknow what more is reserved to 
her lot. Past experiences compel one to understand, that if a tall mango-tree 
is attacked by an insect, or some persons purposely put the insect on it, in the 
course of four or five years the tree withers and becomes dry, and is up-rooted 
and thrown on the ground in a strong wind-storm. Is it that India 1s suffer- 
ing from an evil eye, or that shé is possessed by a devil, or that she is erring 
in consequence of the excess and vitiation of her bile, or that she is tired in 
consequence of the attacks made on her for thousands of years or of the excess 
of the dreadful acts done? Whatever it be, it is to be said from mere conjec- 
ture. The hand has no power to achieve any thing. The mind simply frets, 
and the heart is, consequently, consumed. Hence, it is meet that somebody 
should do the kindness to be soon ready to make the lot right.” | 
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Some thoughts in conneec- 
tion with the advent of the 
Russian envoy in Cabul. 


The same in publishing the telegram from London of the 19th August, 
stating that the English papers are discussing Cabul 
matters, and that they and the public approve of the 
decision of the Viceroy to send an envoy to Cabul, 
and that the Government will publish the correspond- 


‘ence which took place between England and Russia in 1874 in regard to 
Central Asia, expresses a few sentiments on the subject. The mighty alone 
goes forward, while the crafty waits his opportunity, and does not scruple to 
cut the throat of the person who places confidence in him. Persons who follow 
the latter course and other vices, achieve splendour for certain; and many such 
persons are to be seen enjoying pomp. ‘The world already knows how power- 
ful Russia is. he has now sent an envoy to Cabul to carry out a secret project. 
Fears are entertained about Russia’s obtaining a footing in Cabul on the plea 
of commerce, and at last earrying outher object. Who entertain these fears ? 
The weak. Who arethey? ‘The people of India. The people of Cabul (Af- 

istan) in which Russia and England have commenced their play, are also 


afraid. It is said that the public supposes that the objeet of England in publish- 
ing the correspondence is to show to the world that Russia acts against the 
promises she has made, and how reliable they are, and that England is honest. 
Heaven knows who is upright and honest in this world, and may God heartily 
do good to him. Many eame from Europe to India under the pretence of com- 
merce, some of whom have made stations for themselves, and some others have 
assumed complete power in their hands. T'o achieve the end the treaties, con- 
ditions, and contraets which were made, have been thrown aside. The world 
should decide who is honest, The eivilized Englishmen have written in history 
how the Mahomedans acted towards India. The people of Afriea alone do not 
appear to have yet made an attempt to obtain India. America has been very 
recently born, and hence need not be thought of. The ruler who treats his 
subjects as his children deserves the title of king. He who treats them as his 
slaves, does not deserve that title, much less that of emperor or lord of the 
whole earth. God is artful, and he alone knows when He will turn the scales ; 
and hence it is right to confide in Him and do good acts. 


The same in noticing the pension of six thousand rupees and bonus of 


Wonders how Mr. George 
Kelner goes to Cyprus to 
serve in a responsible post, 
when he has been pensioned 
on account of sickness and 
jnability to serve any longer. 


thirty thousand given by the Seeretary of State for 
India to Mr. George Roa observes that it seems 
strange that he should accept a responsible post and 
go to serve in Cyprus, when he was pensioned on 
account of his sickness and imability to serve any 
longer. : 


The Dnydn Sdégar (81) of the 2nd September, condemns the new Arms’ 


Condemns the new Arms’ 
Act of the Government of 
India. 


Act of the Government of India on grounds similar to 
those advanced by the Native Opinion (2) of the 18th 
August, and noticed at some length in the summary 
for the week ending the 24th ultimo. 


The Bombay Samidchér (48) of the 31st August, but received on the 2nd 


‘Requests the Supreme 
Government to get satistacto- 
rily settled the question, 
whether the land assessment 
1880 very heavy as to have 
contributed to the miserable 
condition of the Deccan ryots, 
as they themselves and some 

‘other persons assert ; and, if 


the decision of this question. 


proves the assessment to haye 
80 acted, to enter in the 
draft act before the Viceregal 
Fag ~~ provisions 
‘or aliording the necegsa 

relief, 3 essary 


7 * 


j 


September, returns to the consideration of the draft act 
ofthe Viceregal Legislative Council for improving the 
condition of the Deccan ryots. The Samdchar observes 
that in noticing the draft last month, it had expressed 
its approval of the measures proposed in it for relieving 
the ryots from the distress to which they were sub- 
jected by the harshness exercised on them, by their 
sowkars or creditors. It recommended at the same 
time that, it ought to be discovered whether the cause 


of their miserable condition is the censurable conduct 


of their creditors only, or whether the burden of the 
land assessment has also contributed to it; and that, 
after ascertaining these points a law should be passed 
accordingly. The agricultural classes seem to attri- 
bute their present wretched condition to the harshness 
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‘of their creditors as well as to the heaviness of the land tax. Not only the 
Deccan ryots but those of other parts of the Bombay Presidency also complain — 
about the latter. It appears from the communication received by the Samdehdr 
from an experienced gentleman who is a resident of, and an agriculturistin, the 
Surat Zilla, that the land tax has been doubled in that Zilla within the last 
twenty years. Some people say that it is the heavy land assessment coupled 
with its exaction whether the land produces a sufficient crop or not, and the 
attachment of the property of a farmer, if he delays in paying the State demand, 
that generally compels the farmer to raise a loan from the sowkar. The Deccan 
Riot’s Commission does not appear to have enquired into, and decided upon, these 
points, and the Supreme Government in founding the draft act on the Commis- 
sion’s report, appears not to have taken these points into its consideration. 
Government ought, therefore, to get these points satisfactorily settled; and, if 
it be found that the heaviness of the assessment has also contributed to the 
present condition of the ryots, to include in the proposed law such provisions as 
would give them due relief from it. ) 


The same of the 6th September, condemns the revival of the Cotton Frauds 
ts Cotton Act: Tt observes that this law confers some advan- 
Veaads’ Act as uncalled for. *#80S, butalsoinflicts several disadvantages. Thenative 
’ and the European merchants of Bombay think it does 
injury to the trade in cotton, and the Bombay Government was at one time of 
the same opinion. It is to be regretted that this law, which was once found to 
be unsuited, and was, therefore, abolished, has been revived. It will enable the 
urchasers in England to buy Indian cotton without fear of any fraud in it. 
For a similar convenience of the purchasers of cotton cloth in India, why should 
not a law be passed in England prohibiting the frauds committed by the cotton 
manufacturers of that country ? Many of the latter mix starch or earth with 
some lower kinds of cloth and give them a fine appearance, and the purchasers 
find afterwards that they have purchased bad stuff. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (45) 
of the 3rd September, in giving the short substance of this Act, observes that it 
will do no benefit to the cotton trade. At present cotton is purchased for the 
mills in Bombay in large quantities, and the price it fetches does not per- 
mit its export to foreign ports. ‘The Act also imposes a burden on this article, 
and, consequently, the export trade must suffer. ‘Though the harsh provisions 
of the draft of this Act have been thrown out, yet it must prejudicially affect 
the export trade). 


Municrpalities. 


The Satya Mitra (57 ) of the 1st September, condemns the proposal for 
| constructing a drainage system in Bombay as imprac- 
Condemns the proposed ticable, and says that the amount of seventy-five lacs 


drainage system for Bombay 7 . s 
by Tigenclisable, end cbecrves of rupees to be spent upon it will be thrown away. 


that even if success be achiev. +t also says that even if success be achieved in con- 
ed, the sea will throw back structing it, the sea will throw back on the shore its 
the contents of the drain on contents, and they will increase disease and mortality 
the shore, and the same will in the island. The Mitra severely censures the native 
mcrease disease and mortali- ; as: 

++ in the idlend. members of the Corporation for sanctioning the pro- 


posal. 
Natiwe States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (41) of the 29th August, but received 

; _ on the Ist September, states that Meht4 Jaswantrdi 

J aye Me Bo Bona Dayaldds is the Wahiwdtdér or Manager of Mahal 
oe : Bagdu, of the Jundgarh State, which is held either 

prisoned for twelve hours, 248 : : A as 
for presenting to hima peti- in contract or in Iném by Khan Bahadur Sdle Hindi. 
— against the Wahiwatdar He is a special favorite of thé Khan Bahadur and of 
favorin ests ® great Wazir Bawdin. He ordered Wéland Kadw4 Kano 


of the village of Libdhara, of the same Mahal, to give 
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up the land which was assigned to him, and which he cultivated mane § The 

oor cultivator went to Jundgarh, got a petition written, and attempted to give 
it to the authorities there; but, it is said, no one would take it on account of 
the great influence of the Manager. He thereupon overtook Wajir Bawdin 
while riding, gave him his petition, and threw himself before the horse (pray- 
ing for redress). But the Wazir is said to have paid no attention to the com- 


plaint, and had the petitioner confined in a prison for twelve hours. The 
writer observes that the above instance leads to the inference, that the subjects © 


of this State must not be happy, and requests the Political Agent of Kattywar 
to appoint a well-educated person in the place of Mr. Wedadnti (Gokuljee Jhal). 
The Editor of the Hitechchhu requests the Agent to enquire into the truth of the 
above report. 


A correspondent of the Bombay Samdchdr (43) of the 4th September, writ- 


ing from Nawsdéri under date the Ist instant, states 
ius A howell of ans that, according to a custom long prevailing in this 
biting the killing of sheep town, the Shréwak communit of a certain amount 
and fowls, the selling of fish, and got the authorities to prohibit the killing of sheep 
and the kindling of furnaces and fowls, the sale of fish, and the kindling of the 


during the Panjusan holidays fyrnaces and ovens of distillers, blacksmiths, washer- 
of the Jains, and hopes it 


will be abolished. men, goldsmiths, &e., for five days in the last Panju- 

san holidays of the Jains, under the penalty of a fine. 
Some fishermen brought for sale on the first day of the holidays some fish which 
they had caught the day previous, and they were fined in trifling sums for act- 


ing contrary to the above order. The writer condemns this custom and hopes 
it will be abolished. 


The Samsher Bahddur (51) of the 28th August, but received on the Ist 
a oe September, contains a communication, the writer of 
le Sasi, ak abe ah get which defends the Jundgarh Darbar from the charge 
on : . el — 
it in an issue of the Aitech. brought against it in one of the issues of the Hitech- 
chu (41) of Ahmedabad. chhu (41) of Ahmedabad, that the Darbdr exercised 
eo aera pach which great pressure on the son of Narsidds of Kuty4né to 
“ih ce Manat 2 ana caste recover the amount due from him to the State, but 
y deprived of ; : 

her property by an order of Would not compel Mukbulmiy4, a favorite of Wazir 
the Session Court, and prays Bdwdin to pay the sum he owed him. The corres- 
a. to grant her re- pondent states that Mr. Bawdin has released him from 
imprisonment that hemay pay the debt due to the State 
and recover his own money ; but for the last month and a half he has gone and 
lived at Kutydn4, and has done nothing in the matter. The same writer men- 
tions a case in which the Session Judge of that State issued an illegal order 
which has deprived a widow of the Law4n4 caste, named Ful, a resident of 
the village of Wanthali of her property. Her late husband died without male 
issue, leaving her in possession of property worth about twenty-eight thousand 
koris. Her father-in-law without of weed: his claim to the property before the 
local court, went to Jundgarh, and made a complaint before the Session Judge, 
charging his daughter-in-law with theft. The last-named officer, without making 
any enquiry into this charge, issued an order to the local court to give the 
property in possession of the widow to the complainant, and to imprison her. 
The former accordingly got the property, and the latter was thrown into con- 
finement. _ The people of the Lawdn4 caste of the place, on becoming aware of 
this injustice, stood bail for the widow and effected her release. She has gone 
to Jundgarh, and has been attempting to obtain redress for the injustice done 
to her ; but all her attempts have failed, and she has become a homeless beggar. 


The writer asks the Wazir to enquire into this case and grant redress to the 
poor widow. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 10th September 1878. — 
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Politics and the Public Administration. : 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 9th September, in a leader, headed, “ The 


Notices the suggestion made 
by some English papers that 
the British Government 
should punish Afganistan for 
contracting a friendship with 
Russia, and observes that 
before doing any thing of the 
kind, it should punish Russia 
for breaking her promise not 


Cabul Affair,” observes that the English papers have 
iven & arent deal of importance to the events which 
ely 


ave lately occurred in Cabul. Some of them have 


even suggested that the Amir should be punished by — 


the British Government for his having contracted a 
friendship with the Czar. England is powerful, and 
can punish the Afgans; but, justly speaking, the 
Russians ought to be punished. At first sight it seems 


to interfere with Afganistan proper that the Amir, whose a. lies between the 
in any way. ussian possessions in Central Asia and India, should 
remain aloof from both these powers. But, on a pro- 

er consideration of the subject, it is found that it is difficult, nay, almost 
impossible, for him to do so with due regard to his own safety. After giving 
the short substance of the correspondence regarding the Central Asian question 

ublished in 1873, the Indu Prakash observes that in it Russia has not bound 
herself not to extend her empire beyond the Oxus; but the subsequent corres- 
pondence between England and Russia shows that the Russian minister gave 
an assurance to England that the Qzar had no intention to cross that river. 
Again, Russia has given another promise that she will not plot with Afganistan, 
and will not make a treaty with her prejudicial to the interests of England. 
And yet searcely has the ink of the Berlin Treaty dried, when she sends an 
Envoy to, and posts a Resident at, the Court of Cabul. The defeat of Turkey has 

roclaimed to the world the great prowess of Russia; and probably the Amir is 
afraid that if he showed any appearances of keeping no sort of connection with 
Russia, she would make war with him, and usurp his country. Moreover, the 
Amir showed a desire at the Amballa Darbdr to make a treaty with the British 
Government ; but the then Secretary of State for India did not like the Amir’s 
proposal, and no treaty was made. These things must have led the Amir to 
accept Russia’s proposals for friendship. It is true that the Amir ought to show 
gratitude to England, but his position is awkward. England ought, therefore, 
to take to task Russia for her interference with Afganistan before thinking of 
punishing the latter. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 8th September, notices the Minute of His 
Be is ae Excellency the Governor on the report of the Railway 
His Fc ellency the Governor /rauds’ Commission regarding the grain robberies on 
on the report of the Railway the G, J. P. Railway. After giving a few extracts, 
Frauds’ Commission, and the Opinion observes that this important document is 
makes a suggestion on the very well and strongly written. The drift of it seems 
subject. to be that the blame of the railway robberies, aggre- 
gating nine lacs of rupees, lies principally on the railway officials. Were the 
report of the Commission published, 1t would show more plainly how much 
they deserve the blame. However, this much is true that though Mr. Dewey 
and Mr, Bedford escaped punishment, there is no doubt left as to the fraudulent 
conduct of some of the railway people in this matter, as was surmised by the 
public before the appointment of the Commission. Thus the labors of the Com- 
mission have achieved success ; and care must be now taken to prevent in future 
the frauds exposed by it, Since His Excellency now knows that Messrs. Dewey 
and Bedford were unfit to discharge their responsible duties, and expresses 
doubts about several other European officials of this railway being similarly 
unsuited to their posts, His Excellency ought to make further enquiries in this 
direction. Very little encouragement is given by this railway to hard-working 
and honest natives. Several Huropeans are employed on larger salaries than 
those received by the natives who occupied the same posts before them. This 
conduct of the company has dissatisfied the native employés. 
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‘The Dnyén Prakdsh 


Comments on the Mintte 
of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor on the report of the 


4 
(3) of the 9th September, also notices the Minute of His 
xcellency the Governor on the report of the Railwa 


Frauds’ Commission. Most of the observations made 
by the Duydn Prakdsh are the same as those which 


Railway Frauds’ Commission. gnneared in the Times of India of the 2nd instant. 
The same of the 12th September, in a leader, headed, ‘ The Irrigation 


Observes that the great 
poverty of the Bombay agri- 
cultural ryots, and not their 
ignorance of the benefits of 
irrigation, as several Govern- 
ment officials std Says prevents 
them from ing use of 
the irrigational means placed 
within their reach by the 
ponemrwgeet napa: a 
repeats the uentiy-madé 
pr ona thet the Tndian 
famines the ryote suffer not 
from a want of food but from 
their inability to purchase it. 


Works in the Bombay Presidency,” after mentioning 


the different irrigational works in the eight Zillahs 


of this Presidency, their capability to irrigate 244,000 
acres, of which area only one-tenth is actually under 
irrigation, observes that several Government officials 
attribute this small use of irrigational means to the 
ignorance of the agricultural ryots of their. importance, 
and to the absence of a desire on their part to raise 
garden produce. But the real cause is, that the Bom- 
bay ryots are very poor and steeped in debt, and are, 
therefore, unable to benefit by the means of irrigation 
placed by a beneficent Government within their 
reach. Government is of opinion that the principal 
cause of the Indian famines is an absence of rain. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh does not think this opinion to be correct. It believes the 


real cause to be the 


aaldeg’ A pena condition of the ryots. The last year’s 
famine in the Bombay and 


not suffer from a want of food, but only from their inability to 
there has not been a single exception to this. 


adras Presidencies has shown that the ryots did 
to purchase it, and 
The Dnydn Prahdsh also believes 


that the measures which are being adopted by the Government for preventing 
the often-recurring famines are not appropriate, and will not remove the true 


causes of these calamities. 


benefit. 


It, however, admits that these measures will do some 


It gives the credit of the unusual activity in the adoption of them 


in this Presidency to Sir Richard Temple. 


The same in noticing the sad occurrence on Tuesday last, of the death by 


Asks the authorities to 
peor railings to the Kum- 
harwes dam at Poona to 
prevent accidents. 


drowning of a policeman who was escorting a convict 
sentenced to transportation for life, and who threw 
himself into the river to prevent the prisoner from 
escaping or drowning, observes that it has many times 
recommended to the authorities to put up railings on 


both sides of the Kumbhdérwes dam at Poona, where the above-mentioned acci- 


dent took place ; but no attention has been 
Dnyén Prakésh hopes no more delay will be made in supplying this great — 


deficiency of the dam. 


id to this recommendation. The 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 4th September, but 


Laments over the passing 
of the Indian Budget for 
1878.79 through Parliament 
without a due consideration 
. the objectionable items in 
it. 


received on the 8th, laments over the passing of the 
Indian Budget for 1878-79 through Parliament with- 
out a due consideration of the objectionable items con- 
tained in it. The writer re-produces some of the 
observations and remarks made by the Arwnodaya (12) 
of the 25th ultimo, and noticed more fully in the sum- 


mary for the week ending the 31st August. 
As promised in its last issue, the Arunodaya (12) of the 8th September, 


Gives reasons for adopting 
the recommendation of the 
Railway Frauds’ Commission 
to amalgamate the G. I. P. 
Fy Hee with the police 
of the districts through which 
the line passes. 


ives reasons for its disapproval of Government refus- 
ing to adopt the recommendation made by the Railwa 


Frauds’ Commission to amalgamate the G. I. P. Rail- 
way police with the police of the districts through 
which the line passes. This police, observes the 
Arunodaya, contained many params who were unfit 


for the work required from them, or who were con- 
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demned by the district police as unfit. Leaving this fact aside, the railwa 


police being exclusively intended for railway work, a policeman ofthat force is 


transferred for duty from one railway station to another; and thus wherever 
he goes he is under a constant temptation to commit frauds. There is no in- 
dependent person to watch his conduct, and the railway employés are themselves 
prone to commit frauds, and lend him help in the commission of them. The 
passengers are always in haste and unwilling to expose him; and the merchants 
dealing with the railway have no interest in troubling themselves with the 
matter, as they are certain to get compensation for the loss of their goods. In 
the carriage and warehousing of goods on the railway, the responsibility for 
their safety is not exacted from any single person, but is divided among several. 
In the district police, if a policeman is suspected of being of bad conduct or of 
having taken a bribe, he is transferred to a place where he has little chance of 
committing those offences, and is under the constant eye of the people of the 
place where he does duty, Ifthe railway police is amalgamated with the dis- 
trict ‘ge an opportunity will be given to transfer individuals of the former 
into the districts, and to send men of the latter on to the railways; and frequent 
transferences will lessen combinations and consequent frauds, If Government 
does not like the amalgamation of the two police forces, it should, at least, 


make it a rule to transfer a railway policeman after one year’s service into the 
distriet police. , , 


The Jagan Mitra (18) of the 9th September, requests Government to transfer 


Bg. "Rotebeit Zillah from Division, It prefers this request in the interests of 


the Southern to the Central the native Government officers employed in that 
Division, and to transfer in district. The Southern Division is made up of the 
liew of it to the former Divi- four Canarese Zillahs of Belgaum, Dharwar, Kanara, 
sion the Sholapur District,in ond Kalddgi, and of the single Marathi Zillah of Ratné- 
order to give the native mi 

Government officials of the git. ‘The native Government servants of the last- 
Ratnégiri District sufficient named district have little chance of promotion in any 
chances of promotion in the other district of the Division but their own, as they 
“ do not know Canarese. The Government officials of 
the four Canarese districts have greater chances of promotion in any of the four 
Zillahs. To do justice to the officers of the Ratndgiri District, the Jagan Mitra 
prays Government to attach this Zillah to the Central Division, and, in lieu of 
it, to transfer to the Southern Division the Sholdpur Zillah which is mostly a 
Canarese district. | 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 8th September, has heard that an attempt is 

G being made to remove the female school at Sholdpur 
accives, the reason of the fom its present place in Nawi Peth to a building in 
students of the female school Peth Mangalwdér. The reason assigned for the pro- 
at Sholépur, and requests the posed removal is that the present locality of the school 
Hducational authorities to js not near enough to Peth Mangalwdr, and conse- 
gest ay quently, a sufficient number of girls do not attend it. 
The Kalpataru does not think that the above-mentioned is the reason of the 
decrease in the attendance. It says that in the time of the late school-mistress 
the school was where it is, and yet was flourishing as regards attendance and 
progress in education, The present school-mistress has, for some time past, sie 
some tenants in the school-building, and young men of questionable morals, 
who reside at a long distance from the A are sometimes seen in the 
school-building whiling away their time in idle talk. This has created dis- 
satisfaction among the people, and many girls, who hitherto attended the school, 
have ceased to attend it. The writer requests the Deputy Educational Inspector 
to enquire into this matter and to remove the cause of the popular dissatisfac- 
tion. He also disayows all intention of throwing any reflection on the conduct 
of the school-mistress by the above. She may be the most virtuous lady, but 


the Ratndgiri Zillah from the Southern to the Central 
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the location of the tenants in the school-building gives a bad appearance, 
which ought to be removed. 


The Kashta Wildsini (28) of the 10th September, contains a leader headed, 

*‘ A consideration of pleasure and pain,” written in 
een send its usual involved and incoherent style. In the 
pes ioriey a paragraph the Wildsini moralizes, that 
ough man desires to enjoy pleasure for ever, it is 

his lot in this world to suffer pain at times. It is plain to the world that a 
meritorious course obtains happiness, and a sinful one leads to pain. When a 


conceited person does wrong acts, he tastes their bad fruit; and those who — 


assist him in doing them, also do not escape pain. ‘The (persons) who now 
rule India with great airs first made the people happy. The Natecs were captiv- 
ated by it, and incessantly praised the Englishmen for their good qualities, 
sagacity, and administrative policy. ‘The effect of that which is-too sweet is 
oisonous.’ This eternal proposition did not probably occur to the simple 
Hindus ; or the regulations of 1827 having commenced, they must have thought 
that they had got the highest happiness, and being absorbed in such a thought 
and intoxicated with independence, they must have ceased to think at all. 
That happiness has disappeared; and since 1859 oppressive laws like sharp 
swords have appeared one after the other, and day by day afflictions have 
appeared instead of aappnese The stamp laws were enacted. An exorbitant 
assessment was imposed upon land, and it 1s not known how much it is to be 
still raised. Excise and toll duties appeared every where in abundance. The 
forest, the municipal, and innumerable other departments were created. These 
have taken away the pleasure felt by the people from the previous adminis- 
tration, and have made every body exclaim, Oh God! how can we spend 
our days respectably. According to the maxim ‘ Pain succeeds pleasure,’ 
the time has now come to suffer miserres. Happiness was enjoyed for thirty-two 
years ; and why has the pain of nineteen years become unbearable ? The answer 
to this question is, how to spend the remaining days, when the wealth which 
was collected after years of labor has been om ered by a sudden attack, 
and the age to collect the same amount of wealth has pussed away, and the con- 
veniences provided for old age have altogether disappeared. This is the great- 
est misery. A young man eats a good deal, performs athletic exercises, and 
becomes healthy and strong. A sudden attack of cholera, lasting only for a 
day, takes away the splendour of his body and reduces him toa skeleton. How 
great would the one day’s pain appear to him? A wise man can easily con- 
ceive innumerable instances of this kind.” The only happiness in these 
miseries is that several persons still conform to their caste, religion, and morality, 
and do not like to adopt strange opinions, to — new castes and to follow 
strange manners. God has ordained that man should eat and drink and speak 
with the mouth; but (some) opinionated persons have started a new sect, and, 
to excel God, propound bastard opinions (like) that men should eat, drink, and 
speak with the ear. And that the people over the whole of India should like 
it, they go about beseeching the people under an attractive exterior, and show 
idle pomp ; but only simple people will be captivated by them. That Hindus 
should become Christians, several Missionaries persuade people by artifices and 
baptise them. When the converts see through the illusive trickery they become 


sorry. This thing having become known, not a single parson belonging to * — 


the higher classes is now converted. ‘‘ Several persons fully believe that rail- 
ways are conducive to happiness. This belief may be partially true. The 
regulations of 1827 were felt to confer happiness. But the laws enacted since 
1859 inflicted unbearable pains, and, consequently, up to this day petitions are 
sent one after another to Her Majesty's Government, to the Parliament, to the 
Government of India, and to the local Governments, beseeching them (to grant 
redress). The railway laws similarly shine and dazzle. ‘ A needy person lacks 


sense.’ A person under an urgent necessity rides in a railway carriage, and is 
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jliged to put up with troubles and loss to reach the place of his d 


- Great accidents have occurred on the railways. Sudden changes of ther 
a -goatad A There are innumerable other considerations. They will be noticed st 
hereafter.” — | - | | eas 


The Swadesh Mitra (29) of the 6th September, but received on the 8th, 
as states that since the last famine the number of beggars . 
of ‘Ries hat Ssteet te in Bombay has considerably increased. Some of them, 
Bombay since the Go hactie under the cloak of mendicancy, enter houses and steal 
censures Government for not whatever they happen to find. The Mitra censures the 
passing a law for dg, olice for not putting a stop to these thefts. It also 
|g pranpte line for cot we. lames Government for not passing a law for native _ 
ik polly theta eiieh ts, and for not th educing the evil of 
venting petty thefts which Vagrants, and for not thereby reducing the evil of . 
some of them commit. begging, of which the people loudly complain. 


a 


The Karndtak Wartika (89) Hse ee epee, observes that Oe the 
. mee much desired Sir Riehard Temple came to this Presi- 
in prs.abionede aioe dency, His Excellency showed a desire to establish 
introduction of the new ar- colleges throughout the Presidency. On his visit to 
yg epi ere made in Dharwar Sir Richard promised the people of this 
is Beil Ck te ge en town to give them a college. His: Excellency held 
tional Department of this Pre- Out similar hopes to the ple of Ahmedabad. It is 
sidency, and wonders that nearly a year and a half since these promises were 
ae ae pet been given ; but, as yet, there seems no movement for their 
ae shen bey His Mecatinaier filment. ile this is so, Sir Richard will present- 
the Governor a year and a_ ly introduce into the Educational Department of this 
half ago to give collegiate Presidency the new arrangements recently introduced 
La a the iiooationkd Department of the Bengal Pre- 
es sidency. This change is to be made in a department 
which is being subjected to a heavy reduction in its expenses by reducing the 
number of the vernacular schools, &c. The Wéartika then describes, at some 
length, the Bengal system, the distinctive feature of which is that it gives a 
share to the Collectors and District Committees in the superintendence of 
schools, &c., and observes that it seems at first sight that since Deputy 
Educational Inspectors will work under the superintendence of the Collectors, 
the schools placed under them will receive a good deal of benefit. But on the 
whole, this arrangement will, it seems, lead to a great deal of confusion. The 
Deputy Educational Inspectors and the Sub-Deputies will have to please two 
masters. ‘I'he Inspectors, again, will have no work, since the responsibility for 
the lower grade schools will be thrown upon the Collectors and the Deputy 
Inspectors, the District Committees will have charge of the other schools, and 
the account work will be done by the Director of Public Instruction. The 
writer promises to return soon to a further consideration of this subject. 
_ The Hitechchhu (41) of Ahmedabad of the ‘i September, hog ate ge Pg 
\ > the 8th, brings some charges against the Depu u- 
Pei cag: Wage i — cational Saanetios for the Kaira Zillah, ie vsboaid 
tional Heconetingary Kaira the Educational Inspector for Guzerat to enquire into 
Zillah, and requests the Edu- them and ascertain whether there is any truth in 


regione gem —- them. The Hitechchhu has heard that the Depu 


any trath in them. 
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. The other complaints preferred against the Deputy are less serious than the 
above. He is said to have examined some schools on Hindu holidays when he 

has fined a school-master for holding his school on a Sunday; to have fined a 
school-boy without authority ; and to have made a bad report in regard to the 
examination of most of the schools of the Zillah. The Hitechchhu requests 
Mr. Giles to enquire into and ascertain whether there is any truth in itis aban 
mentioned complaints. 


The Guzerat Mitra (42) of the 8th September, is sorry to see that the High 
te ivciyy AEA Court has not dprpes on appeal the ears of ten 
Pe years On one and of séven years on each of the five per- 

_— sot seaiierams aaeed sons of the first batch of the six prisoners who were tried 
by the Session Courtof Surat by. the Session Court of Surat for making a riot, &c., 
on the first batch of prisoners in that town. The Mitra alludes to these sentences 
rca ky at” a riot, ‘being considered by many persons, by the Bombay 
= Gazette, and by the Honourable Mr. Justice West, when 
admitting the appeal, as very heavy. It also speaks of the custom very common 
among the people of Guzerat of acquainting the authorities with their griev- 
ances and praying for redress by means of losing their shops, of the Govern- 
ment being aware of this custom, of the new trades’ license-tax being dis- 
tasteful to the impoverished people, of the Municipality of Surat having issued, 
about the time of the disturbances, notices re ine the imposition of some 
new taxes, and of Government having put down with great severity those dis- 
turbances. These circumstances, if not the defence made by the convicts’ 
advocates, ought to have induced the High Court to reduce their sentences. 


The same laments — the inattention of i agg to Indian matters. 
; ike some of its vernacular contemporaries, whose 
of the telins Beles Best remarks on the sub) ect have been om fully noticed 
Parliament without due at- in some of the previous summaries, the Mitra is ex- 
tention being received by that ceedingly sorry to find that the Indian Budget for 
oo on _ 1878-79 did not receive due attention from Parlia- 
ment. This inattention of this national tribunal inflicts great losses on India, 
which has no members of her own to represent her grievances to imperial 
England. If the members of Parliament consider their conduct in this matter 
they themselves will not approve of it. The Mitra gratefully acknowledges 
the exertions of the Honourable Messrs. Gladstone, Bright, and Fawcett in fur- 
thering the interests of this country. 


The Jdme Jamsed (44) of the 9th September, in noticing in the Statesman 


In noticing the report that thereportthat the Amir Shere Ali has refused to receive 
ths ibd Share AH has ye the nvoy whom the British Indian Government has 
fused to receive an Envoy proposed to send, observes that further steps in regard 
 Romcequaee rong a See gnae ‘to Afganistan must be taken with due consideration, 

ost @ strong force on the aid every care must be taken to avoid precipitate- 

mntiers, &c., before des- ly falling into a war with that country, as’ was done 
patching the Envoy. in 1838-39. Probably, the Amir has refused on 
account of the grief of the Cabul Darbar for the death of Abdulla Jan his 
favorite son. Whether this or some other be the cause of the refusal, due 
steps must be taken to ensure the safety of the Envoy. It would be well if a 
strong force were collected and posted on the frontier before his despatch. The 
Amir will then see it safe for himself to receive the Envoy. The Jame Jamsed 
feels assured that Lord Lytton’s Government is quite competent and strong to 


PSs ‘i . 


adopt the above-mentioned and other requisite measures. 


“The Rast Goftdr (46) of the 8th September, in referring to the news, receiv- 
In alluding to the news ©4 by telegram from Simla, that at the meeting of the 
that the Vernacular Press 5th instant of the Viceregal Legislative Council, Sir 
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Amendment Bill has been in- Alexander Ai suthnot introduced the Vernacular Press 
troduced, into the Viceregal Amendment Bill, the object of which isto repeal that 


Legislative Council, prays | .tion of the Act which enables the publishers of ver- 
oe Nar Pros Fodder papers to withdraw themselves from its re- 


oh aad to allow the native strictive provisions, by submitting their proofs to a 
press to ccoupy its former Government officer, and that the Bill will be taken 
co —— up for re-consideration on the 26th instant; prays Gov- 
the above-mentioned portion only should be taken out, and the other restric- 
tions of the law be allowed to remain? A good opportunity has presented 
itself for withdrawing all the restrictions for breaking the shackles put upon the 
vernacular press, and fog allowing it to hold its former position. The Rést 
Goftér is deeply grateful to the free air of England, the Honourable Mr, Glad- 
stone’s motion, the number of votes secured by him, the opinion of Parliament 
obtained by him, the discussions in the India Council, and the Minutes of its 
Members, Lord Cranbrook’s Despatch, and public opinion, which have given 


birth to this opportunity. To keep the native Editors under the fear of the 


police and the pressure of Government officials, is detrimental not only to the 
vernacular press but to the country itself. It is true that a few native Editors 
write against Government ; but they do so more through inconsiderateness than 
through any seditious motives. It is also true that some others are in the habit 
of writing in order to obtain illicit gains to themselves. But there is already a 
law strong enough to punish them. If Lord Lytton’s Government, therefore, 
takes into its consideration all that is said about this law, both in England and 
in India, and repeals it, it will achieve great renown and glory. (The Gucerat 
Mitra (42) of the same date expresses similar sentiments,) 


The Yajdén Parast (48) of the lst September, but received on the 8th, 
laments over the passing of the Cotton Frauds’ Act. 
ciaments over tne passing It observes that this measure has been universally 
ee disapproved of. The draft of this law was introduced 
into the Bombay Legislative Council some time ago by the Honourable Mr. 
Ravenscroft, and, in explaining the necessity for it, he stated that the Lanca- 
shire mill-owners approved of it because they thought it would prevent frauds in 
cotton. But afew months ago the Chambers of Commerce of Manchester and 
it assured the public that they did not approve of the proposed law, but 
considered it an obnoxious measure which would prejudicially affect free trade. 
Thus the very foundation for it has slipped away. The mercantile community 
of Bombay condemned it in a public meeting convened for that purpose. Sir 
Philip Wodehouse’s Government also held opinions against it, and the Supreme 
Government entertained similar sentiments. But the Secretary of State for 
India asked the Bombay Government to re-consider the measure, and, according 
to the Bombay Gazette, Sir Richard Temple i ape that the law was required. 
Thus the Viceroy seems to have sanctioned the measure only on account of 
Sir Richard’s assertion that it was wanted. That the mercantile community 
of Bombay condemn the measure and the Bombay Government of that time 
approve of the condemnation, and yet that the ok Baber administration dis- 
approves of the decision of its predecessor and gets the law passed, is a fact 
. which shows what respect is paid to public opinion; and the sympathizers 
with that opinion ought to consider it well. (The A'rya Mitra (49) of the 
8th September, expresses similar sentiments.) 


The Deshi Mitra (50) of the 5th September, but received on the 9th, in its 

, usual humorous and witty style, condemns the new 
Laments over the heavy License-tax Act for taxing trades-people and exempt- 
Ps ay —* Pag Ae ing rich Government servants and members of the 
License-tax Act. . ..—«-—sC« Legal ~profession, &c. It also laments over poor 
ee: tradesmen being heavily assessed under it, and prays 


ernment to give its due attention to the question why 
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is a more equitable tax than the former, but would not have either, 
instruments of oppression, igs th 


- The Kdside Mumbai (59) of the 6th September, but received on the 9th, 

ck a states that gambling is extensively carried on during 
‘8 iy peacoat a... we es eae the roads of Khadak, Chhatri Sarang, 
pray sigh cio narters ofthe Dontdd, and Memanwédé4, in Bombay. The gamblers 
town of Bombay, and requests post their men at the corners of streets to give them 
the Commissioner of Police timely warning of the approach of a policeman, and. 
to put it down with a strong thys escape falling into the clutches of the law. The 
Bai - Kdsid requests the Commissioner of Police to set his 
detectives to apprehend them. this is not done, there is the fear of the 


children of respectable citizens of these quarters of the town being spoiled. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruciton, 
Poona, 17th September 1878. 
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The Native Opimion (2) of the 15th September, in noticing the report of 

eM. Robertson on the agricultural coll ein connee 8 = == 
Notices the report of the tion with the Sydapett farm in the Madras Presi-_ 
agricultaral college at Syda- dency, observes that there seems to be a very general 

tt, in the Madras Fresi- desire to. study agriculture in a scientific’ manner. 
aor the opening of similar This institution was opened in 1876, and within one 
institutions throughout this year there were no less than 145 applications for ad-— 
country. ae | mission from all parts of the country. However, only 
Ae ...... 27 students were admitted for want of accommodation 
for more. The applicants belonged to the well-to-do classes of the society. 
There was a good number among them from this Presidency. There is a want 
of occupations for persons possessing a small capital. If a college similar to the 
one at Sydapett were opened in this Presidency, it would open a new occupa- 
tion to them. It would lead to the introduction of agriculture in a scientific. 
manner, and, thereby, to the improvement of the capabilities of the soil. The 
employment of these trained men in the pursuit of agriculture afterwards, would 
also serve as a practical education to the general body of the farmers of this 
Presidency. The land revenue comes to about one-third of the total revenues; 
and, certainly, one or two laes of rupees can be well spent in each Presidency 
for such institutions, as they would be remuneratively employed. The Opinion 
has several times made suggestions for the establishment of such colleges in this 
Presidency. (The Bombay Samdchaér (47) of the 6th September expresses 


— 
~ 


similar sentiments). 


A correspondent of the Bodha Sudhikar (6) of the 11th September, but 
; received: on the 15th, complains that the Dharmsh4l4’ 
Complains that the Dharm- at Khindi’s Ganpati has fallen down. The reason of 
ee ees tore has this is that the villagers did not write this year to the 
a eg Feit Gomssitine so taluka authorities to have the tiles of the building. 
get it repaired at once. re-arranged, as is done every year. The writer cen- 
sures the latter for neglecting and thereby causing the 
building to fall into ruins, and prays the Local Fund Committee to repair and 
make it habitable at once. : 


The Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 18th September, in noticing the telegram 
_. «+ from Simla about the introduction into the Viceregal 
Observes that the soenee Legislative Council of the Vernacular Press Amend- 
society ras hasta ment Bill; observes that the change proposed to be 
Bill is more detrimental to the made in.the new Press Actis more detrimental than 
vernacular papers than the the existing law to the vernacular press. It is not in 
on | abo es ot hi tag conformity with the criticisms of the press, the discus- 
adcuadaa sad ac gies sions in Parliament, or the Despatch of the Secretary 
oe” | of State for India on the subject. It is only the repeal 
of that portion of the Press Act which enables publishers of the vernacular 
papers to withdraw themselves from its restrictive provisions by submitting 
their proofs to an officer appointed hy Government, and the substitution in its 
place of a clause inflicting 3 fine on those papers. Ifa fine of one thousand or 
five hundred rupees be infjicted on a vernacular paper under the latter clause, it 
would stop the paper finally. It does not seem that the views expressed in 
paragraph 10 of the State Seeretary’s Despatch gre given effect to in the Amend- 
ment Bull, 5 a ii 


_. The Kiran (9) of the 
‘Thinks that Government; 
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support of the latter, it refers to the pans 
before imposing y 
ond item calling for reduction is the 


The Kiran advocates employing in their pla ee 
quotes the opinion of Lord Northbrook in its support. It also expresses regret = == 


, The Poona Herald (10) of the 18th September, descants on the advantages 
| Pee of having educated men and officers in an army, and ie: 
Observes that all officers of observes that the army of Germany is ofthis kind. The oe 


the native army should be ion and officers are persons who seem to be taken 
brought up after one fashion 


ike those of the German OUt of one mould. Neither the armies of France nor Z 
: ie. ia ear of renowned ag ne are of that sort. Whateyer be | 
the case with the European army, the officers of the 


native army are not after one fashion. Each has a fashion of his own; and, 
consequently, the sepoys do not fare well under them. The former do not 
understand well the language, manners and customs of the latter. They live 
separate from each other. They meet only on the parade ground. The con- 
sequence of all this is, that the officers have not sufficient confidence in the 
soldiers, and the latter are not sufficiently devoted to their officers. The effects 


of such a state of things cannot be good. It is, therefore, necessary that all 


officers should be brought up after one fashion. — ‘ 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 15th September, in noticing the departure of 
Sir Neville Chamberlain and his party from Simla for 
ey Sisk wintaty wakes Peshawar, observes that the news hitherto received in 
to annex Afganistan is not Connection with this mission showed that the British 
true, and recommends to the Government wanted to get an entrance into Afganis- 
British Government to take tan, and, if the Amir objected to its doing so, to take 
a certain course in the Cabul 1 o<session of Herat to secure its interests. The news ce 


Terr? FtQ?rtttf?htthitett+tthttfttt 


ee 


ae received from England this week, however, seems to i : 
. show. that it is the intention of the British Ministry to annex that country. The Pe 
| Arunodaya cansiot believe this news to be true, since England has completely §§. '* 

given up its annexation policy. If it be true the annexation of Afganistan ee 

would not be good, as it would bring the British Government under the impu- | 


tation of having destroyed a Mahomedan Kingdom in Asia, as Russia destroyed 
Turkey in Europe. England should take care not to let Afganistan fall into a 
condition similar to that of Turkey. The Amir must have seen that Russia and 
England are competing with each other for supremacy, and that there is a pro- 
bability of both of them confronting each other in his country. With this 
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who ‘has not: jg to be admitted to the Public Service Examination © 

tted at this pt eee who does not produce a certificate from the Civil Rae 

- gervice Examination, be held Surgeon of his being already vaccinated. This order, ig’ 
applicable from the next year. observes the Mitra, has been issued very late, and, 
oes consequently, those candidates who are not vaccinated 
have very little time left to get themselves operated upon. If this order is insisted 
upon this }ear, many persons will be incapacitated for presentation at the exa- 
mination, and will suffer loss thereby. .The Mitra, therefore, prays that it should 
be held applicable throughout the Presidency from the next year. 


The Belgaum Samachar (14) of the 12th August, but received on the 15th 

pete ie September, considers, like several of its vernacular 
States that the real cause’ contemporaries, that the reasons of the poverty of the 
ot Deccan ryots conceived by Government are not the 
the heaviness of the land real ones, and that the means it proposes to adopt for 
assessment, &., and prays improving their condition will not much avail them. 
Government to removeitby (Government thinks that the only causes of the poverty 


the introduction of a perma- . 4 
sai Wie aiitaaiediah eradan of the ryots are that they lavish money on marri 


UA ike pair heen ages and other occasions, and to get it they raise 
Tee if money from money-lenders who exact a heavy inter- 
est from them. In order to put a stop to the ih gt tyranny of the sowkars, 

Government proposes to enact a law prohibiting the payment of interest more 

than the original amount of debt ; the fulfilment of the conditions made by the 

debtor with the creditor in his hour of need; the payment of the debt of the ee 
father by the son, unless the latter consents to incur the liability ; the sale of as 
immovable property in satisfaction of a claim for a money debt and imprison- fe 
ment for AP a lhe proposed luw also intends making it easy for the ryot 
to obtain the benefit of the insolvency law. But these measures appear to be 
calculated to create inconveniences rather than any advantages to the ryots.. 
It is true that sometimes the money-lender exacts a very heavy interest from the 

4 tyots. Even Euro Military and Civil Officers are known to have some 
~ times paid interest for debts at the rate of 3 to 5 per cent. per month. Hence 
- @ heavy rate of interest depends more upon the facility with which the sowkdr 
expects to recover his money from the debtor. The money-lender cannot, 3 
therefore, be said to be harsh to the agricultural ryot only. The connection ae: 
between the sowkér and the ryot is not of recent origin; it is of old date, and : 

_ ifnew difficulties are created in the way of the recovery of a debt, the former 
is sure not to accommodate the latter in the hour of his need, or is sure to 
resort to other tricks to get himself paid. Government appears to be the first 
cause of the poverty-stricken condition of the ryots. It has imposed a heavy 
land assessment, and exacts the instalments with so much sternness that the 

‘poor farmers have, even in favourable years, to sell the produce of. their fields 


at whatever — it fetches, or to resort to the money-lender, in order to be : o 
able to pay them. The Deccan Riot’s Commission has not forgotten to men- | + 


_ tion the heaviness of the land tax as one of the causes of the poverty of the 
_ Deecan ryots. The late lamented Mr. Havelock also informed Government of 
its heaviness. Sir Philip Wodehouse wrote a Minute’ on the occasion of the + 
re-assessment, recommending a reduction of the land tax; but the supreme Gov- a 

- ernment did not adopt the recommendation. .The Samdchdr also remarks that = = = = ==. 

+ while the native administration of Baroda under Sir T, Médhawrdw was think- ~ 

‘ing of remitting the land assessment, when a famine threatened that State, the 
Bombay Government did not remit the assessment for the famine year, but 
| kacted it the next year, though fully aware of the poverty of the agricultural 
Glasses. A moderate land tax under a permanent settlement will improve the 
. _. @Ondition of the ryots. They will, under such circumstances only, improve 
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ve tl the poverty as mentioned above. at at 
. The Kalpataru (17) of the 15th September states that several famine- 


gt oe stricken people are to be seen in Sholdépur ing for . 
States that a number of food from door to door. Many of them are reduced to 


ee ane people ni skeletons, and some of them die from starvation. 
oes iienin: str hey have very little clothing, and pitiously cry at 
Government to provide for each door for food. Their condition may be atitri- 
them. buted to the le not being able to feed them on 
account of the high rices of grain, and to the Gov- 
ernment having closed relief works and relief houses under a wrong impréssion 
that the plentiful fall of rain had immediately produced grain . Since Govern- 
ment has imposed the trades’ license-tax expressly to relieve the distress from 
famine, it ought to provide for these unfortunate people. : 


The Shiwdji (26) of the 13th September, but received on the 15th, after 
| : giving some extracts from the Minute of His Excel. 
Ree ene _ ee ency the Governor on the report of the man 4 
oelletiey the Governor onthe Frauds’ Commission on the in-robberies whic 
report of the Railway Frauds’ occurred on the G. I. P. Railway, observes that it 
ee in = a : must be eraeape’ that both 52 Government Police and 
ney prinn-ronperne the Railway Company have been guilty of negligence. 
cured onthe sod ideas aes being the case, there was no reason to pass such 
a severe censure on Mr. Conder. As some of the 
Anglo-Indian papers contend, it is not right to hold the Age responsible for 
the frauds and to charge him with other faults. However, His Excellency has 
justly censured the Company for the mismanagement. Both the Company and 
the Government ought to take more care to prevent similar frauds in future. 


The Mdlwan Samdehdr (33) of the 16th September, in alluding to the Des- 
patch of the Secretary of State for India, asking the 
Paceuaip ee Gov. Opinion of the different Governments and administra- 
’rament female schools the tions about the admission of girls of prostitutes into 
young girls of prostitutes. Government female schools, observes that it sees no 
cane objection to their admission. The persons who object 
to their admission say that they would spoil the morals of young girls of res- 
pectable parents attending the schools. There is no need of entertaining such 
a fear. e girls attending these schools.are between the ages of five and ten ; 
and after attaining the latter age they discontinue going to schools. There is no 
fear at all of such young girls of respectable parents becoming immoral from an 
association at schools with girls of prostitutes of their own age. Some might say 
that the latter girls of advanced age would not fail to corrupt the former. But, 
if a rule is made that girls of prostitutes more than ten years old should not be 
admitted into these schools, the objection would be removed. There is no doubt 
that education has a wonderful effect, and the education of girls of prostitutes 
would, very probably, dissuade them from following the immoral avocation of 
their mothers. This consideration ought to induce Government to admit them 
into these schools. 


A correspondent of the A'rya Warta (84) of the 14th September, but receiv- 
ee i ed on the 17th, complains that the Master of the 
of the — _ pe ar ga vernacular school in the village of Amalner did not 
attend the school for many days on account of the 

bsent for several frequent inundations of the river. The number of 
= | boys attending this institution has also lessened. The 
pee Master is requested to prevent the recurrence of suoh 
jig complaints in future. | — 
3NP21—9 [con 367] ee 
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_. A correspondent of the Din Bandhu 
“States that at tho railway x: 


» 


works at Dhond there are 


i iiee wi bt < 


going about forfood; The writer requests the authorities of the State Rail- 


"that “seyeral women of bad way to adopt proper measures in regard to these 


pe tanay ace vege there; women. He also states that several famine-stricken 
paid on these works is ‘] ~™en, Women and orphans go about begging for food 
compared to the priceoffood, at this place. The condition of the c 

and, agers ag en several pitiable. He also observes that the rates of wages 
saad th Bo Meagr yunag paid to laborers on the Government and contractor’s 
selves On raw food. ..-+«~—«- Works are small compared to the price of food-grains, 
; | and that several laborers, who have several children, 
are obliged to satisfy their hunger by eating raw grains. 


_ Bombay Samdchdr (47) of the 17th September, in noticing the explanation 
a nen Oe iven by the Honourable Mr. Ashburner on Friday 
a ee eae last, in the meeting of the Legislative Council, about 
gestion in regard to the law "gy ge . ° ‘ 
which is to be brought before the Act which is under preparation for improving the 
the Bombay Legislative Goune condition of the Decean ryots, and which will be soon 
cil with the object of improv. Jgid before the Council, mentions the five principal 
eo ge ndition of the Dec- tonics treated in it, and observes that these five 
ye _ points are very important and are very well arranged. 
However, if the practice of the sowkdrs now in force with a view to protect their 
own interests when they are prevented from taking a heavy or compound inter- 
est interferes in the free operation of the proposed law, the poor ryots will not 
derive from that law the advantages which it 1s expected to confer upon them. 
The civil courts of the city of Bombay do not permit the Mérwiéris to take as much 
interest as they ‘like to exact ; and, consequently, the latter are in the habit of 
getting a bond from the debtor for double or treble the amount of money actually 
lent by them, in order to compensate themselves for the heavy interest which 
they are prohibited from charging. Some of the Sowkérs of the mofussil resort to 


this contrivance,—-at all events they are not ignorant of it. The Samdchdr, there- 
fore, requests the attention of the Legislature to this contrivance of the sowkérs, 


and prays it to enter a provision in the proposed law which would duly protect 
the illiterate ryots from becoming victims to it. As regards the general com- 
plaint that the land assessment in this Presidency is very heavy, and the explana- 
tions given in regard to it at the meeting of the Council by the Honourable 
Messrs. Gibbs and Ashburner, the Samdchdr observes that both these gentle- 
men deny its being exorbitant. The latter stated from memory that the assess- 
ment was not greater than about one-fifteenth of the income of the cultivator 
from his-field ; while the former quoted figures showing that the greatest amount 
of the assessment is one-seventh, and the smallest one-fortieth of the income. 
The latter assertion must be accepted as true, since it comes from so great an 
authority with an assurance of its being correct. However, one point in regard. 
to it has remajned uncleared, It is not stated whether the ph scabs have 
been made on the produce which the land can yield, or that which it has actual- 
ly yielded, If they have been made on the latter data there is nothing objec- 
hiongble. The Samdchér is glad that the Bombay and the Sepreme is ate 
ments have undertaken to improve the condition of the Deccan ryots, and 
prays them to do all they can to accomplish their good object fully. 


The Rdst Goftdr (50) of the 15th September, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Proposed 
lieth iia annexation of Af; » observes that the question 


bet th. Meta at 18 What is to. be done if Sher Alli shows a slight to the | 
wre Coane Envoy who is to be sent to his court ? The Daily News — 
states that the British Government wishes to annex . 


4 


4 Afge istan. This piece of news is startling. It cannot be believed that it 


a8 a desire for its annexation when only a year ago it showed to 


ids os venereal diseases and communicate them to others. 


ildren is very 
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_ Afganistan that it was not anxious for itsfriendship. Though it isa week since 
the publication of this news, it has not been contradicted ; and, consequently, it — 
-. geems to be true. Some people consider that its publication so soon is detri- 
mental to British interests, inasmuch as if it reaches the ears of the Amir he 
may feel annoyed and refuse to give a favorable reception to the Envoy 
Others, however, consider its publication advantageous, as they think it will 
bring the Amir to his senses, and make give a favorable reception to the 
Envoy. Persons of experience, however, say that it is not difficult for England 
to conquer Afganistan, but it will be very difficult for her to keep the barbarous 
hordes of that country in subjection; and allude to the late war with that 
country, and the events which ollowed it. 


The same, in another leader, in referring to the opinion of the Times and 
the Standard that the British Government should adopt a decisive policy in 
regard to Afganistan, observes that leaving aside the other objects of the 

- Russian embassy to Cabul, the attempts of General Abramoff to induce the Amir 
to lend his help to join Herat with Teheran by the railway, after the latter is 
connected with Tiflis by the rail, are, if they have been really made, sufficient 
to induce England to move in this matter. Russia made an agreement with 
England not to interfere with Afganistan and to let it remain a neutral power 
between her Central Asian possessions and the British Indian empire. She has 
broken this promise. The Amir has shown a emg to the British Govern- 
ment. He received monetary help from it, and has given a respectful reception 
to the Russian embassy. As an independent neighbour of India he ought not 
to have joined the Russian enemy. Though it might be difficult to annex 
Afganistan to the British Indian empire permanently, it is very easy to punish 
him and to give the Gadi to one who would abide by the duties which Afga- 
nistan owes to the Indian empire as a neighbour. The Rést Goftér hopes that 
‘before sending Sir Neville Chamberlain to make any demands, the Indian Gov- 
‘ernment has made preparations to exact them if necessary. 


4 ; : hs: : RL ae Sete. ee! ae 


The same, in another leader, headed, ‘ Russian intrigues,” alludes to the 


: fear expressed by the Daily News and other papers, 
_ Observes that the intrigu- that if Russia is allowed to get. footing in Afganistan 
en - ~ she would narrowly watch the loyalty of the native 
Sint which” wil prevent Princes of India to the British Government, and ob- 
their obtaining a footing on serves that this fear is more credible now than it was 
the Indian frontiers. formerly. The Russian intrigues in connection with 
: Turkey raise a probability of the court of St. Peters- 
burgh adopting a similar conduct in regard to India; and hence the papers of 
England are right in advising the British Government to be watchful. The 
Rast Goftdr has doubts of Russia ever achieving success in her intrigues with 
India. So long as England rules India impartially and justly, Russian narrow 
watching will not affect the loyalty of the native princes and subjects to their 
rulers. It is, however, safer to adopt a policy which will prevent the Russians 
from obtaining a footing on our frontiers. 


The Yajdén Parast (52) of the 8th September, but received on the 15th, in 
alluding to the Vernacular Press Amendment Bill 
Observes that the Vernacu- introduced into the Viceregal Legislative Council, 


lar Press Amendment Bill will aa ye : 
ech aiaah ts sneanlalais at observes that it does not remove the gag put into the 


: ~ + mouth of the native press; but simply breaks the 
eg _ co chains put upon its hands and feet. wees the broken 
‘chains are allowed to remain as a mark of its condition ofa prisoner. It shows — 
that the Calcutta duthorities want to keep the press helpless. They want to 
show mercy as the Secretary of State for India has opposed them a little in — 

their course. But, so long as the gag and the broken chains are allowed to re- 
main the native press will not enjoy happiness. 
4p 21—9 [con 367] 
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‘The same regrets to find that Government has not appointed in the Bombay 
— Legislative Council a Parsi gentleman in addition 
n wearets to see that the to the Honourable Mr. Dos4bh4i Frimji, Hitherto 
painted another Parsi gen- there have been generally two Pdérsi members in the 
leman besides the Honour- Council; and after the retirement of the Honourable 
able Mr. Dosébhéi Frimjiin Mr, Sordbji Shdpurji Bengali Government should have 
om penne yee. appointed a Pdrsi gentleman in his place. The 


Parast highly praises Mr. Ndndbhdi Bairdémji Jijibhdi for his services to the 
public, and regrets to see that Government has not yet appointed him in the 
Council. . : an : 


The same states that under the Abkéri law it has been notified that from 


; od [st August to 3lst December next, a duty of Rs. 
The toddy-drawers of Sal-- 15 will be levied on every TAd or palm tree and of 
sette complain about the re- Re 5 five on every Khajur or date tree.. In 1871 a 
cent increase in the fee levied Arike off due lavind Téd tr lt 
on Téd trees, and say they “uty of one rupee was levied on ever . tree. 
must now give up their trade. Was increased in 1873 to Rs. 5 and has been now 

ae ~. yaised toRs. 15. This lastincrease has thrown out of 
employment numerous persons who hitherto earned their livelihood by trading 
intoddy. The Parast then publishes a communication, but does not vouch for 
the truth of the complaint made in it, as the writer has not signed it. The 
correspondent states that the toddy-drawers of Salsette complain that the recent 
great increase in the fee has made it impossible for them to carry on their 
trade, and that they must give it up. The writer thinks that their condition 
has become pitiable. 


The Samsher Bahddur (55) of the 11th September, but received on the 15th, 
states under the head, ‘‘ Local,” that the trades’ 
_ States that the authorities Jicense-tax is apparently intended to impose a tax on 
at Ahmedabad have assessed tradesmen. Notwithstanding this, the assessors have 
under the trades’ license-tax > 
widows who maintain them. ‘¢#Xed poor widows who have sold their ornaments 
selves on the interest of the and placed the money with some sowkér or money- 
fands placed by them with lender, that they may maintain themselves on the 
sowkars; considers thiscourse interest of those sums, considering them as trades- 
objectionable ; and requests _ . ‘ napa h 
the authorities to exempp Women. This course is objectionable. The autho- 
them from the tax. rities should obtain the orders of Government for 
eit. their exemption. Under the social customs of the 
natives it is rather difficult for these widows to make petitions to the authorities 
for obtaining redress. 


* 


Be Municipalities. . 
‘The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 19th September, after mentioning that the 


: Commission appointed by Government for enquiring 
Prays for the appointment into the sanitary and other municipal condition of the 


ra the eniitary real ae Poona camp, whose report is being prepared, is said 


municipal condition of the 0 have found several faults with the authorities con- 
city of Poona. ) cerned therewith, observes that if a similar Commis- 

sion is appointed to enquire into the condition of the 
Municipality of the city of Poona, the people thereof would be highly obliged. 
It is true that His Excellency the Governor has given his special attention to 
the sanitary and other municipal state of this city; but it does not seem that 
this will prove sufficient to remove completely the causes of the disorder pre- 


‘ 
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of the 15th September, states that on the night of the 
10th instant, heavy rain fell at Sholdpur measuring 


Li: 


: 


- 


perty. ihere 


deal of damage to pro 


A 


similar accidents vent similar damage being done from a heavy fall of 
due consideration of the Corporation. (The Sudarshan (39), a paper recently 
started at Sholdpur, in noticing in its issue of the 14th September the above 


° 


accident, severely censures the Municipality for not “rere measures to pre- 
- vent it. In 1872 a similar accident happened in this Pet 


, and the President of 
the Corporation made an outlet for the water in the tank on the west side, 
and thereby lessen 


a 


thereupon closed the outlet at the cost of the Corporation. Nor has it made the 
outlet on the north side of the tank sufficiently large. The monsoon is not 
over as yet, and there is a probability of similar catastrophes occurring again. 
The Sudarshan prays Government to compel the Corporation to adopt imme- 
diate measures to prevent any more catastrophes occurring in future). 


. 


Railways ‘ 


The Guszerat Samdchér po of the 14th September, but received on the 
16th, has heard a rumour that the authorities of the 

Stations of A’nand and Wadsand of the B. B. and 

. C.1. Railway make a great delay in despatching 
goods, unless they are paid one rupee for every 


Gives the rumour that the 
‘authorities of the railwa 
stations of A’nand and W 
sand make great delay in the 


despatch of goods unless they © waggon engaged. ‘The writer requests the authori- 
are wii i for every _ ties concerned to enquire into this rumour, and, if 
en there be any truth in it, to remove the complaint. 


Native States. : 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad, of the 12th September, but received 

eS : on the 15th, states that the Vernacular College opened 
Requests the Diwan of at Baroda in 1876 by the Gdikwdd’s Government is to 
Baroda to give employment beshortly closed. Sir T. Madhawrdw considers the 
to the — vy sewer expenses incurred on this institution as useless, and is 
6 chicas the Geatitation, onto Shortly to order it to be closed. At present, however; 
continue it until they finish the students are not taught, and are in suspense as to 

- their studies. ._ what is to become of them. Several of them gave up 


rs being thrown away by the sudden closing of the institution. 
the Hitechchhu requests the Diwdn to give the students employment in the 
State if he shuts the college, or to continue the institution until they finish their 


a 
fad 


studies. (The Guzerat Mitra (46) of the 15th September, expresses similar senti- 
ee ae : | 
a ee A, 


rter on the Native Press. 


; 


Si 


: 
Giga YOM y as . n : e RAR ent rans - 


Director of Public Instruction, _ 


the damage which would otherwise have been done. The 
- Corporation neglected to build a bridge at this spot, and the camp authorities 
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Politics end the Public Administvateon. 


~ The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 26th September, in noticing the Bill to amend 
sorthels Act IX. of 1878, or the Vernacular Press Act, recentl: 

Observations on the Bid, introduced into the Supreme Legislature by Sir 
Sleiacndor Press Act, intro. Alexander Arbuthnot, observes that it does not re- 
duced into the Supreme Le- move all the grave defects of the law which it is to 
age by the Honourable gmend. An impartial consideration of all the discus- 
_ opmpmeeaece mete sions which have taken place on this Act, both in this 
country and in England, shows that the best course open to Government was to 
repeal it. In its Despatch of the 18th April last, to the Secretary of State, the 
Government of India observed, and the Under Secretary of State mentioned in 
the House of Commons, that the Act was intended to pacify the minds of the 
natives, which were injuriously affected by the political events then occurring 
in Europe. Those events have now ceased to occur, and the Cabul affair does 
not deserve any importance, as the misguided Amir cannot long hold out before 
the wise, mighty, and puissant British Government. ‘Thus the only ground for 
the enactment of the law exists no longer. Other reasons for the repeal of the 
Act may be given. The expeditionary force sent to Malta from this country 
has proved the great loyalty of the natives to the satisfaction of the Government 
here and at home. There is not a single purely English paper written by the 
natives ; and, consequently, the curb on the liberty of the vernacular. press will 
leave no opening to Government to understand the real sentiments of the native 
public. The alleged seditious extracts from the vernacular press, published by 
Government in support of the Press Act, have been pronounced by even great 
men, such as the Honourable Mr. Gladstone, His Gracethe Duke of ackinghaan 
&c., &c., as in every way innocent writings, which are much milder and less 
harmful than the writings which appear in English papers. The Daydén Prakash 


is surprised to find that all the important suggestions made in the Despatch 


from the Secretary of State to the Government of India, sent before the discus- 
sion on the Act took place in the House of Commons, have not been incorporated 
in the Amendment Bill. In paras. 9 and 10 of that document, suggestions are 
made for amending the law, and para. 11 of it expresses a hope that the necessit 
for keeping the law any longer in existence will soon beremoved. The risen 
ment Bill has only adopted the suggestion made in para. 9. Lord Cranbrook has 
suggested that the Press Act should be given effect to, in conformity with the 
definitions of sedition, and other words given in the Indian Penal Code. But 
the Amendment Bill does not adopt this suggestion. Though no strange in- 
cidents similar to those which occurred in the Bengal Presidency have occurred 
here, yet the notices served upon the Indu Prakash (1), the Kiran (9), the Kashta 
Wildgint (27) and some other papers for certain matter which had appeared in 
them, were not given after paying due attention to the important suggestions 
made in the Secretary of State's Despatch. There is a Minute of His Excellency 
the Viceroy in the correspondence which took place before the passing of the 
Press Act, and which was published after its enactment. It plainly shows that 
the Vernacular Press Act was intended to be a copy of the Irish Press Act. The 
latter law gives the right of filing a suit in a Civil Court for damages in cases in 
which it has been unjustly brought into effect, No similar provision is made 
inthe former law, The Dnydn Prakdsh suggests that it should be included in 


the Amendment Bill. It also suggests that the Press Act should not be made. 


applicable to vernacular books, and humbly prays Government to. make it harm- 
less in every possible way. , | 


A correspondent of the same states that the school-fees of the En lish 
school at Pandharpur having been recently doubled, 


Complains about the in- | Htey ider: lien o 
Pie. i a wR OTS os wan of attendance has considerably fallen off. 
fees of the English school at OSt O € peop 


Pandharpur, and also of some on their earnings in the fairs held at this place, an 


le of this town maintain themselves — 


: 
ORS 
Sa 


és people of the same town be- 
ing over-assessed under the 
License-tax Act, &c. 


English education within their reach. T 


they are unable to ay & rupee, or a — and a half 


as the school-fee. He prays His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor to take pity on these people, and to place 


siderable injustice has been done in the assessment under the license-tax of the 
people of this place. Persons who do not earn one hundred rupees have been 


assessed as if they earned five hundred rupees. 


people have to go very frequently to get their appeals heard. 


- Another correspondent of the same writing from Alibég, complains that the 


Complains that some persons 
of Alibag have been over- 
assessed under the License- 
tax Act, and do not get 
any redress of their com- 
plaints. — 


Mamleda4r of that place has over-assessed some persons 
who do not earn even one hundred or 
under the belief that they earned 500 or 1,000 Rupees. 


rupees, 


They complained to the Assessor about the over-assess- 


ment, but he told them to appeal to the Deputy 


Collector. They went to the latter officer, who 


merely replied that the Mémledér had justly assessed them, and that they should 
pay the tax accordingly. They then repaired to the Assistant Collector, who 
Seleeced them back to the Deputy. Thus they cannot get redress of their 


complaints. 
unjust over-assessment. 


They complain not about paying the tax, but only about the 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 23rd September, states that the building in which 


States that the dome of the 
buildingin whichthe English 
school at Tanna is located, 
leaks and threatens to fall 
down. 


A correspondent of 


Repeats the frequently- 
made complaint that incon- 
venient laws and rules are 
enacted, and no attention is 
paid to the complaints of the 
people in this matter, and 
advises the people to remove 
their illiterateness and pay 
sufficient attention to the ad- 
ministration of the country 
which alone would remove it. 


¢urniture. 


the English school at Tanna is located, is not repaired 


as yet. ‘'he dome of it leaks and threatens to fall 
down. The leaking has spoiled the maps and other 
The attention of the authorities concerned 
is requested to the subject. 


the Bodha Sudhdékar (6) of the 18th September, but 


received on the 23rd, after gratefully acknowledging 
the benign and civilizing nature of the policy of the 
early British rule in this country, repeats the fre- 
quently-made complaint of the latter days, that that 
policy has changed for the worse. Of late laws and 
rules inconvenient to the people are frequently enact- 
ed, and no attention is paid by Government to the 
complaints of the people. The writer censures the 
people for not devoting sufficient attention to the 
administration of the country, and tells them that 


their inattention and illiterateness have reduced them to their present fallen 
and dishonored condition, which will not improve unless they remove these 


defects. 


The Kiran (9) of the 


Strictures on the new 
Arms’ Act of the Govern- 
ment of India, which is to 
come into force from the lst 
October next. 


22nd September, condemns the new Arms’ Act passed 
by the Supreme Legislature which is to come into 
force from the Ist October next. The arguments 
advanced in condemnation of the measure are some of 
those put forth by the Native Opinion (2) of the 18th 
last, and have been noticed more fully in the sum- 


mary for the week ending the 24th idem. 
‘The Arunodaya (12) of the 22nd September, in noticing the Resolution of 


States that the reason of 
the bad condition of the Tanna 
Municipality is, that a proper 


Selection is not e in 
the appointment of Com- 
missioners and Executive 


Officers. 


the Bombay Government, recently published, on the 


condition of the Maminipeatiee of the different cities 
ency, observes that Govern- 


and towns of this Presi se 
ment finds fault with the Collector, the Deputy 


Collector, and the Mdmledér of Tanna for the bad 


. 


condition of the Municipality of this town. But they . 
do not deserve any blame in this matter. Hach of 
2nP28—9 [con 405] Ces 


e same writer also states that con- 


Moreover, the over-assessed 
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them has a great deal of work of his own, and does all he can in regard to the 
_ Municipality. They cannot, therefore, be properly found fault with for its short-— 
- comings. ‘The reason of its defective state is, that the Municipal Commis- 
sioners are not properly selected, and that suitable men are not appointed to do 
the executive work of the Corporation. If these causes were removed, the con- 
dition of the Municipality would soon improve. : 


The same in noticing the report that the Bombay Government has passed. 

a Resolution not to admit at the examinations of the 
ate | yeh ee Pe candidates for Subordinate Judgeships any other than 
passed a Resolution not to ad- matriculated students, observes that it seems to have 
mit unmatriculated students been passed because it has been found that the candi- 
at the examinations for Sub- dates do not possess a good knowledge of English. A 
Socal ak tia act eo study of English up to the Matriculation Standard does 
the Matriculation Standard ot necessarily give a person a command over that 
does not give. a sufficient language so as to write itcorrectly. Moreover, if this 
command over English so as Resolution is at once brought into effect, candidates 
oclwac tadbenadnen. who have already studied the language at home or 
have not passed the Matriculation examination will be prevented from present- 
ing themselves at the next examination. 4 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 22nd September, also, after gratefully acknow- 
ledging the benign and civilizing nature of the early 
Repeats the frequently- British policy in the administration of this country 
- made complaint that the hi h +} d ¢ ] tj f d 
benign policy of the early WICH was continued jor a long time alterwards, 
British rule has of latechang- Observes that of late the administrators have depart- 
ed for the worse, and, insup- “ed from it. In support of the last assertion, the 
ab of it, mentions the recent = KgJnataru mentions the new Acts about salt, arms, the 
aws about salt; arms, the : 
vernacular press, and the Vernacular press, and the license-tax, and repeats 
license-tax, Also complains @ few of the very frequently advanced arguments 
that of late about two hon- against them, which have been several times noticed 
dred persons have died in @ more fully in the weekly summaries. In noticing the 
month from starvation in the j. : , 
Sholépur Zilla. license-tax it observes that in the town of Sholapur 
as several famine-stricken people die from starvation. 
On an aggregate about two hundred are known to have died every month in 
this Zilla from this cause. It is not right that Government should allow this 
state of things to exist. The Kalpataru also laments over the imposition of this 
tax at a time when the ong impoverished people were visited by the dire 


calamities of the famine, and humbly prays Government to afford them due 
Telief in this matter. 


‘The Shiwdji (26) of the 20th September, but received on the 22nd, se 
Dine thet 2 alluding to the news said to be published by the 
should saish tie Amir if be Pioneer that the Envoy from British India will have 
shows disrespect to the British to return without getting an interview withthe Amir 


Envoy, and that she should .of Afranistan, observes that if Shere Ali follows wisdom 
herself bear the expenses of a 


was ei ‘ton if it ig and mature consideration, he will not make himself so 
de cael vhs bold as to show such disrespect to the British Envoy. 
den be put on the shoulders of However, it seems likely that Russia’s completely 
ee ae defeating Turkey in the late war, and England’s in- 
discreetness in not lending help in her struggles to the latter country, her old 
wh have induced the Amir, more through fear than any thing else, to contract 
a friendship with the Czar. Whatever may be the cause of the alleged Russo- 
Afgan alliance, England should not allow to pass without taking an advantage 
of it, the opportunity to redeem her good name which has been tarnished by her 
failing to assist Turkey. If Afganistan shows the least disrespect to her, she 


should not put up with it, and should make a serious attempt to preserve her — ee , 


bees Ws 


pre-eminence. She should be prepared for war and for ps the Awir, fee 
should he dare to be disrespectful to her. The expenses of such a war should — 


-« 
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not, however, be thrown upon India; they should be borne by England herself. 
The often-recurring famines have very much impoverished the former, and any 
additional burden will hurry her to ruin. There isa little truth in the supposition 
that the Russian supremacy in Afganistan might, perhaps, viliate the minds of 


the people of India, But a somewhat similar effect is hkely to follow from im- . 


posing a tax upon them in inopportune times. England has been considerably 
Saateed by her connection with this country, and, in justice, ought to bear the 
expenses of a war with Afganistan, if it is declared. 


The Kashta Wilésint (27) of the 24th September, in an unfinished leader, 
eGuide of Atarmcevel | headed, “‘ The story of two travellers,” gives the con- 
of the multiplicity of laws, Versation which took place between them. One of 
the Vernacular Press Act,and them is a native layman; and the other a mendicant 
(it seems, by implication) the Brahmin. The former observes that in fully civilized 
ee a. India fire, air, water, &c., were formerly in perfection 
but gradually these disappeared, and then the people had to use steel and flint 
to get fire. They ceased to pay attention to learning and arts, and, conse- 
quently, persons who could inflict a loss on the country rapidly came in num- 
bers into it from all sides, and reduced it to utter poverty. There is a failure in 
devising a remedy for this state of things. The Brahmin thereupon remarks 
that. some persons believe that the mendicant Brahmins have ruined the country 
by eating to their fill, and asks what reply should be given to them. The 
layman answers that the Brahmins, the Kshatrias, the Waishyas and the 
Shudras ceased to discharge their duties and gave themselves up to voluptuous 
enjoyment, sloth, &c.; their doings and many other causes have ruined the 
country. If any persons censure the mendicant Brahmins alone, they, certainly, 
possess very little information about the country, and no discussion ought to 
be held with them. ‘The Brahmin asks what is the country to do if commerce, 
trades, professions and all wealth have been lost. Is there no contrivance to 
remedy this state of things? The layman replies there are easy means to obtain 
food; we are weared of repeating them asno one pays attention tothem. The big 
officers, pensioners and rich merchants who profess Hinduism are ever ready. to 
treat the poor and the Hindu religion with contempt. The famine was purposely 
created and several lacs of people died, and more are gradually dying. It 1s 
not known how many months must elapse before food is produced; but a deci- 
sion has been passed to stop the dispensation of the little food which» was 
obtained in a very few places under the belief that the time of plenty and 
cheapness has returned. Our people who get large salaries give empty advice 
to improve agriculture, to bring different kinds of machines, and to increase 
trade. Will not the country be happy if persons who earn more than one 
hundred rupees give every month ten per cent. of their income for five succes- 
sive years, and if from that amount lands are purchased, machines brought, and 
food, clothing and knowledge of arts and sciences given to the poor people? 
It amounts to simple reviling to tell one to eat to his fill. The Brahmin oberves 
that he can never understand the contrivances of laymen. There is no doubt 
that there must be many more such things as the two mentioned above by the 
layman, meaning that by collecting a little regularly much is amassed in time. 
He suspects that his co-religionists, castemen, and countrymen on high posts 


do not find out any contrivance to A shhh means of maintenance for the mendi- ’ 


cant Brahmins. “ Officers of the English Government, one more (able) than the 
other, come and enact numerous laws; and though we are reduced in body, 
no body takes pity upon us nor does the mother grant us redress. Is it not 
strange that those also who have obtained the reputation of being ‘improved,’ by 
getting the titles of B.A., M.A., or some other, and who earn hundreds of rupees 


ey ‘might not write good petitions which would obtain redress. T'! 
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and enjoy whatever pleasures they like, should not care to obtain redress to us, 
the poor people.” 1 a replies—‘‘ The contrivance to close the mouths 
of Government Officers, Wakils, Barristers, Attornies, &c., was first adopted that 
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' were bribed in a manner, and then the instrument of completely stripping 
the past pepe has been used. May God protect (them) is the sincere prayer.” 
The Brahmin observes, “It seems that the repute that these officers of the 
English Government dispense uc, ee hed justice is a deceitful boast. What a 
long a ig designing scheme! They always call our people foolish. Does it 
mean that we are never to acquire knowledge, and ever to remain in a condition 
easily to be gulled. What a wonder that the Press Act has been made every — 
way vexatious to the natives, and not applicable to the English and other Editors 
at all, and that a worthless reason has been put forward for doing this.” The 
layman remarks that matches have been brought to this country and lacs of 
rupees are being carried to foreign countries. He also tells the story of the 
people of a village being so foolish as to try to obtain the light of the sun after 
sunset by digging into the earth ; and that a traveller who happened to visit the 
place, seeing their folly, told them that the young ones of the sun were for 

sale, and obtained a great deal of money from them by showing them that by 
putting a wick in oil and lighting it, a hight is srchasel 


The same observes, under the general head, “ News extraordinary,” that 
‘‘ bankers who issued bills of exchange became insol- 
ae - the transfer vent and were ruined in consequence of the confusion 
0 y-order businessto ,. : . 
the Postal Department, as it (in the trade) in shares, cotton and land, and of the rail- 
will destroy the little business ways throughout India. Several of them poisoned or 
in bills of exchange done by drowned themselves in rivers or wells to escape dis- 
— honor. The use of the currency notes of from 5 to 5 
1,000 Rupees has completely removed the necessity for a bill of exchange. India ee 
has been reduced to wretched poverty by devising several kinds of contrivances, ee: 
and hence there is nothing left to get a bill of exchange for. The time has 
arrived of getting a bill.‘ for the bones and skin only.’ The money-order busi- 
ness will be soon performed through the Postal Disiartnant and the money 
for the order will be had like that of the currency note by any one who presents. 
it at any place he likes. This will ruin the bankers who do the business of 
issuing the bills of exchange in some nook and corner places in this country— a 
(Are they) not to pay any attention to justice and the code of laws when (they eo 
commit) as many pranks as they like at the cost of India? The expenses of oa 
the European soldiers are defrayed like’ those of noblemen; one hundred 
thousand soldiers are kept in London at the cost of India; thirty Colonels and 
other officers from the three Presidencies are pensioned every year, and are 
aid sixty thousand rupees each ; all kinds of military material is obtained from 
ngland, and high price is paid for it. Who will hear whatever is said (against 
these things) if money is to be taken away by such diverse means? It is said 
the convenience of remaining in India of real Hindus has been expressly des- 
troyed, and, that they may get liberation soon, the island of Fiji has been got 
ready. Who is the protector of the Hindus ?” 


The Mdlwan Saméchdr (33) of the 28rd September, in continuation of the 
: article on the same subject in its issue of the 16th 
s ee argumentsin favor instant, advances further arguments in support of its 
winks Hoon ari ran dr. opinion that there ought to be no objection to admit 
ernment female schools, nto Government female schools the Joune girls of 
) prostitutes. It asks the objectors to their admission 
the question, whether there are no immoral women among the respectable oe 
classes at the present day. The objectors must admit that there are some ; but oe 
they will say, at the same time, that it is not right to add one more cause to oe 
those already existing for spoiling the morals of women. ‘This reply is, how- 
ever, not to the point. Jn many places, and here in the town of Vingorla, 
many prostitutes and respectable persons live in the close neighbourhood of 
each other, and neighbourly intercourse goes on among them as among ordi- — 
nary persons, and not a single instance has, to our dge, ever occurred of! 
* woman of the respectable class having become immoral by this intercourse. 
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If there was any fear of such an evil resulting from it, the respectable persons 
would not live in such a neighbourhood, or would try to get the prostitutes 
removed from the locality of their houses. When the grown up women are not 
contaminsted by such close neighbourhood of prostitates, there is little probabi- 


lity of young girls of the former being contaminated by those of the latter. 


Again, the sons of prostitutes attend the schools attended by the sons of respect- 
able parents, and there is no complaint at all that the former have been made 
immoral by the latter. When no bad result takes place in the ease of boys, 
there is no reason why it should occur in the case of girls only. The objection 
taken in the case of the girls of prostitutes is similar to the one taken some 
years ago to the female edueation, which has been found by experience to be 
fanciful and foolish. In conclusion, the Samdchar again expresses a hope that 
these girls will be admitted into the schools, that they may get by means 
of education an opportunity to desist from following their mothers in their 
immoral course. | | 


The Sudarshan (39) of the 21st September, but received on the 22nd, in a 
See leader, headed, “ The re-appearance of the famine,” 
_ States that a large number observes that many people thought that the dire 
of famine-stricken people has : ‘ oe i S . 
collected at Sholépur; men- famine which visited this part of the country in 1876- 
tions the distress prevailing %7 had disappeared ; but such is not the case. The 
among them, &c.; and, after number of famine-strieken beggars has considerably 
approvingly alluding to the increased in the town of Shol4pur at the present day. 
object of the new license-tax, Ther fol] FP fer ; . : 
wishes that the people shoald ey appear fallen off from a want of sufficient food, 
be taxed according to their and are illclad. The high price of food prevailing 
means, exempting from the jn this town, prevents the people of it from maintain- 
burden the poor classes only. ing these unfortunate persons. In the last month two 
women of the village of Shirwal in the Akalkot State, who were maddened by 
starvation, killed and eat a bullealf. Under similar circumstances five men of 
the village of Udgi, of the same State, killed and eat an ass. Three famine- 
stricken beggars were seen recently in the town of Sholdpur picking up and 
eating grains of rice vomited by a person in aside-gutter. These things are 
certainly heart-rending. After expressing gratitude at the imposition of the 
new license-tax as an insurance fund against famines, the Sudarshan prays 
that care be taken to prevent its burden from falling on poor tradesmen, who 
earn only enough to feed themselves and their families, such as barbers, washer- 
men, betel-leaf sellers, &c. The exclusion of Government servants and Wakils, 
who earn large incomes, and the levy of two hundred rupees from the richest 
persons as well as from those who earn only a competence, ure measures which 
are apparently unjust. The people should be taxed according to their means, 
the poor people alone being exempted from the burden. 


The Guzerat Mitra (46) of the 22nd September, observes that the reason why 
_ the license-tax is so universally disliked by the people 
0 (Ngoc eS Py. 18, that it exempts from its burden Government ser- 
sleep ag Aleaaset ~ vants, legal advisers and advocates, and practitioners 
being disliked by the people is 8 ea Pp 2 
that, it unjustly excludesfrom of medicine. This is the gravest of the complaints 
its burden Government ser- against this levy ; and no body has, as yet, been able 
are a. and medical +9 refute it. Some people try to show that the a 
sete ple exempted from it do not altogether escape from 
the burden and come under it indirectly. They pay it in the shape of increased 
. prices of all articles which the manufacturers of, and dealers in, them raiseon 
their being taxed. But this argument is not a justification for the exclusion of — 


Government servants, &c. It is true they pay the tax indirectly. But the 


traders and dealers also pay it indirectly in consequence of the general increase 
In prices, in addition to the direct tax they pay. Thus, whereas the former 
pay only once indirectly, the latter pay it twice, directly and indirecfly. \\ 
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The same highly approves of Sir Richard Temple’s recent resolution for 

lake _ the due preservation of the architectural remains in 
pes reels « oaagiet a we this Presidency. It does not, however, like that a 
weak ss aes department Separate department should be created for the work. 
for the due preservation of It thinks there is no need of it. It will do for the 
the architectural remains in present to get the Public Works Department to do 
vce dt dase ae _ the necessary repairs to such works as are in much 
need of them.' The Mitra alludes to the depressed condition of trade and com- 
merce, to the already heavy expenditure of the administration, and to heavy 
taxes, and observes that public offices are not abolished when they are needed 
no longer, with the same ease with which they are created. 


The Rast Goftdr (50) of the 29nd September, in a leader, headed “ India 
eauses anxiety,” observes that, with these words the 
Expresses a few sentiments T'imes of Tuesday last startles the people of London. 


in regard to the observation J+ savs that the unlimited armies of the Native Princes 
of the Times that the armiés 


Sees Bis -- Of India should not be allowed to be increased, and am 
should be ier che 2 that Sindia and other Native Princes should not keep wae 
should be made the wings of any armies at all, or should keep such as can become Se 
the British Indian army the wings of the Imperial British army, and will be 
ander the joint command of & 7 . 
Buropeans and natives, under the joint eommand of Europeans and natives.. = 

The publication of these sentiments in the Times a — 
few months after the circular from the Government of India to the Residents and ae 
Political Agents at native courts about the decrease of the armies of Native 
Princes, and a few days after the lecture delivered in London by Colonel Mallison 
about the strength of them, unmistakably indicates how much they have drawn 
the attention of Government to themselves. There are reasons why they should 
attract so much attention. Most Indian matters at home and abroad have 
become critical. The rivals of the English exercise pressure from without, and 
several designing enemies of the empire are creating dissatisfaction within. 
And hence there is a need of Government becoming vigilent. There is no better 
way ofvigilance and safety than that Government should make every possible re- 
form in its policy, and should recognize the just rights of the princes and the peo- 
ple, and should, thereby, secure their love. But, looking at the increasing defec- 
tion among the Native States, and particularly among the Mardthds, there can be 
no wonder that Government should adopt other precautionary measures. The 
whole blame of the increasing defection does not fall on this country. Persons 
who raise the defection find it easy to do so in consequence of the several past 
objectionable, indiscreet and harsh acts of the authorities. There is as much 
need of re-calling those acts, as there is of adopting new precautionary means 
to put pown the defection, and the intended reduction of the armies of Native 
Princes is one of them. The Rdst Goftér defers expressing its opinion on it to — 
_ another occasion. (The Yajdén Parast (52) of thesame date also noticesthe above- a 
mentioned observation of the Times, and observes that it is to be highly regret- ey 
_ ted that the Thunderer should give false views about India and should express 

false views about her political matters. In doing this it indirectly charges 

the Native Princes with disloyalty to the British Government, and misleads 
the people of England. Acknowledgments of the loyalty of the people and 
of the Princes of India have been frequently made from the Throne, and 
the latest instance of the kind occurred only a month ago at the proroga- 
tion of Parliament. It is a great injustice to India that the Thunderer 
should act thus, and mislead the English public in regard to her). (The 
Guzerat Mitra (46) of the same date also writes upon this subject. It observes. 
that the Times and other papers of England as well as the Boathiy Gazette which 
frequently express sentiments for the abolition of the armies of Native States, 
have not shown good grounds for treating them thus. It gives pain to see that. 
these papers ignore the important services rendered by these armies in the 
disastrous times of 1858, and want to mislead Government, The recent writing 
in the Times about these armies will create disappointment among the people 
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Advises the Native Princes 
to k ready portions of 
their. disciplined troops to 
serve With the British army, 
in case of a war between 
India and Afganistan, and to 
prove, thereby, once more, 
their great loyalty to their 

ramount sovereign, and 
close the mouth of their tra- 
ducers. 


to pass b 


] of this country. It is, however, very grateful to find that Government does not 

pay any attention to these improper suggestions ; and it is to be hoped it will 
ever treat them with the same inattention). 

The Yajdén Parast ( 


52) of the 22nd September, in a leader, headed, “ The 


duty of the Native Princes,” advises Sindia, Holkar, 


the Nizam, and other Princes to keep portions of their 
‘serve with the British © 
Afganistan. | 


disciplined troops ready 
Army, in case of a war between India and 
It is their duty to exert themselves to strengthen the 
bond existing between themselves and their paramount 
sovereign ; and they should not allow any opportunity 
without taking advantage of it. An 
oceasion for doing so would arise in case of a war 
out between the British Government and 


breaking 


Afganistan; and by discharging their duty they would close the mouths of 


their traducers. 


Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 26th September, states that 


Requests the Municipality 
of Kelva Mahim to remove 
the vegetable and fruit 
market of that town to a 
convenient place. | 


the vegetable and fruit market at Kelva Mahim is 


held on a narrow road, and, consequently, carts and 


bullocks find it very inconvenient to go over that 
road. ‘The writer requests the local. Municipality to 
remove the market to a convenient place. 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 24th September, in noticing the tenders 


Observes that the Munici- 
pal Corporation of Bombay 
has not taken due advan 
of the present dull condition 
of the money market of 
Bombay, in calling for ten- 
ders for the loan of 27 lacs 
for drainage works at five 
per cent. interest, &c. 


. 


called for by the Municipality of Bombay for the loan 
of Rs. 27 lacs for drainage works, observes that the 
loan is to be raised at 5 per cent. interest, and each 
debenture is to be of 500 Rupees. ‘T'wo-thirds of it 
are payable within thirty years, and the remaining 
one-third within forty years. These conditions show 
that due advantage has not been taken of the present 
dull condition of the Bombay money-market. They 
are more advantageous to the tenderers than to the 


Corporation. It would be gt easy for the Municipality to get the loan at less 


than five per cent. interest, as t 


e trade of the island is very slack, and the capital 


islying unemployed. If the Municipal debentures are made for sums of less 
than 500 Rupees, they would not only be taken up easily by the public at good 
rates, but would also be easily paid off at the time of liquidation without any 
great inconvenience to the Corporation. 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad, of the 19th September, but received on 


Severely censures Mr. 
Gokalji Jhalé, the Diwan of 
Junagarh, for receiving a 
Nazaran4 and selling justice 
in the case of the Bhatia 
widow, named Ful, of the 
village of Wanthali and for 

_ doing her injustice. 


the 22nd, gives full details of the case of the Bhatia 
widow, named Ful, of the village of Wanthali, of the 
Jundgarh State, mentioned in the Samsher Bahadur 
(55) of the 28th August, and noticed in the summary 
for the week ending the 7th September, and asserts 
that in that case Mr. Gokalji Jhala, the Diwdn, has 
received a Nazardnd of 500 koris and has sold justice. 


He is severely condemned for this_ conduct, and for 


depriving the widow of her property and making her a homeless beggar. 


States that the Thanedér 
of Edar Sentenced to seven 
days’ imprisonment Mr. Jiwat- 


peon, maliciously sentenced to seven days’ imprison- 


The same states that the Thaneddr of Edar, ona complaint made by Cg 


ment Mr. Jiwatram, the son of a rich Sowkar of that 


place, and, consequently, the people of the town closed 
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rim, the son of a rich Sowkér, business for one day. Mr. Jiwatrdm has written a 
and, consequently, Rees people book, entitled, ‘ Rajya Prapancha Dukha Darshak 
ign tag _ oman Nétak” (A drama exposing the evils caused by politi- 

| cal intrigues.) Réaw Béhddur Ochhawrém thought 
that it related to him, and wanted to prosecute the writer; but finding he 
would not succeed, he bears ill will to him (the writer). The ‘people of Edar 


believe that the Thanedar also sentenced him to imprisonment through malice. 


A correspondent of the same states that within the (last?) three months 
| about ten murders and numerous other criminal 
Attributes the large in- offences have been perpetrated in the Kadi Prant of the 


of crime in the Kadi : : ° . . f 
Print of the Baroda State to Gdikwadi State. The writer attributes this large in- 


the inefficiency of its police. Crease to several policemen of this province being 

opium-eaters and consequently lazy. They are also 
residents of the same province, and must be lax in apprehending criminals who 
are residents of the same Prant. The other reason of this increase is that dis- 
cord exists among the police officers of Kadi. 


The Samsher Bahadur (55) of the 18th September, but received on the 22nd, 


_. states that in the town of Limri the people of the Tapa 
‘ oe = it 1g mel, sect carry every year on or about the 3rd Bhddra 
Tapa sick. te Noe ot Geom Shuddha their idol in procession to the river. This 
singing or beating the tom- procession 18 called “ Jal Jdtra.” It goes to the 
toms in the procession of the river by the same road as it has been taking from the 
Jal Jétré while passing by time the town of Limri was populated and the proces- 
the Jain temple of the Dhun- __. , Gath . 
Dit) te died botyin. sion commenced. On this road the Jain temple of the 
Dhundids is situated, and they take an objection to 
the procession passing it with singing and tom-toms. There are instances of 
rows having taken place between the two parties on account of it. In con- 
sequence of these rows Mr. Windyakraw Bhagwat, the late Officer in charge of 
Limri, has prohibited the Tapas from singing and beating tom-toms while - 
ing by the Jain temple. The Samsher observes that the road on which the 
temple is situated is a public road, and the people of other religions are not pro- 
hibited in any way from carry their processions by this temple, and hence, it is 


unjust to make the abovementioned prohibition in the case of the procession 
of the Tapds only. | 


ATMARAM VY. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 1st October 1878. 
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under different heads, which, are rinte in italics. 


4d the number of the Newspaper in-the list at the 


# 


‘pther similar classes being 


Politics and the Public Administration. 
The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 30th September, states under the h a. &F 


Disepproves of barbers and regards the license-tax. Barbers and other similar 
classes have been subjected to it. Hach barber will 


ee res Me Roeperiny bee to pay annually about ten rupees. This .raises 


in Bombay. 


; im post. : 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 30th September, notices the Bombay Agri- 


culturists’ Debt Bill recently introduced into the 
Bombay Legislative Council. After giving the sub- 
stance of it, the Daydn Prakdsh observes that, bearing 
in mind the important proposition that, if the connection existing between the 
ryots and their sowkars is dissevered, several advantages to the country will 
proceed, the above measure appears not only to be doubtful as to its re, eg. 
the condition of the ryots, but will actually inflict a loss on the agriculture of 
the country. Both the Government of India and the Bombay Government have, 
undoubtedly, taken a great deal of trouble to ascertain the causes of the great 
indebtedness of the ryots of this Presidency ; but they do not appear to have 
comprehended its true causes. Government believes that the sowkdrs are the 

rincipal cause of the poverty-stricken condition of the ryots, and that if the 
latter are protected from the frauds committed by the sowk4rs, the ryots will 
regain their former prosperity. But this belief'is a mistake. The sowkérs are 
are not the principal cause ; they are only one of the many causes which have 
made the ryots indigent. They tyrannize over their debtors, and entertain no 
desire to release them from their liabilities. But the real cause of the ryots not 
being able to get out of the clutches of their creditors after they have once 
fallen into them, is that little is left to a cultivator after payment of the land 
assessment and the cost of maintenance of himself and his family to pay his 
debts. The Bombay ryots are not reckless, but are economical, contented with 
small gains, and patient under distress. They resort to the money-lender only 
when they are hard-pressed. ‘They are much attached to their holdings, and 


Observations on the Bom- 
bay Agriculturists’ Debt Bill. 


seeing many of their class having lost their lands in consequence of having once 


run into debt, are not likely to fall into the clutches of the money-lenders so 


long as they can help doing so. The Dnydn Prakdsh has, when writing upon 
this subject, several times proved that the heavy rate of the land assessment 
drives the ryot into the arms of the sowkdrs, and most of the ryots have fallen 
into debt, simply on this account. There is, therefore, no need for going over 
the same ground aguin. The right means for improving the sorry condition of 
the Bombay ryots, therefore, are to reduce the land assessment which should 
be imposed after due consideration on the net produce of the land ; to correct the 


errors, and, thereby, to remove the injustice done in the survey’ and assessment 


of lands; to grant remissions of assessment in bad P pera and, to adopt such 
measures as would encourage the improvement and extension of agriculture. 
(The Kiran (9) of the 29th September, repeats a few of the ahove-mentioned 
observations. 


The same of the 3rd October, in a leader, headed, ‘“ The Surat trial,” 


observes that those officers of Government who resolv- 


Observations in regard to od to carry this case to its end, committed a great => 
tbe case of the six persons of political blunder. It was. blunder of thesamenature 
sae ere license-tax soon 

Mr. Pollen of the charge of ter the regent visitations of the famine, andofthe = =» 
inciting the recent. riots in curtailment of the liberty of the native press, by sus- re 
Mattown, pecting the mild and loyal Indian subjects. Several 


Surat who were recently tried | Ses Pg oye atom gs pig 
‘id Antal ok xule by that of the imposition of the 


recent events have shown that, some of the authori 
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nave become opinionative, and obstinately stick to the errors committed by them — 
even after they have been made plain to them. After stating that though the 
Vernacular Press Act has been shown by such great personages as the Honourable 
Mr. Gladstone, some members of the Indian Council, and even by Lord Cran- 
brook, to be in every way a blunder, no attempt is yet made to correct it; the 
Dnydn Prakdsh observes that the fault committed by the authorities of remain- 
ing obstinate after their mistake is pointed out, becomes more flagrant in the 
long continued and famous case of Surat in connection with the license-tax. 
Some people even suspect that this case had a close connection with the above- 
mentioned two blunders about the license-tax and the Vernacular Press Act.. 
They think some officers may have insisted upon carrying this case to its end to — 
show that if the six prisoners were convieted, the license-tax was not distasteful 
to the people, that the complaints against it were raised by some mendacious 
persons and disloyal newspaper writers, and that the Vernacular Press Act was 
necessary to curtail the liberty of the latter. And it seems at first sight that 
there are some grounds for such an opinion. It is not wrong to say that the six 
accused were representative men of Surat, and if they had been punished for 
their alleged crimes, their conviction would have been justly considered to have 
proved the above-mentioned things. But now they have been declared not 
guilty by such an impartial Judge as Mr. Pollen, the contrary conclusion neces- 
sarily follows. The authorities who assumed the responsibility of carrying out 
the case committed a great blunder. This responsibility is divided amon 
several officers from the Honourable Councillors down to Inspector Motil 
Mohanldl. The circumstances of the case are surprizing. The Inspector could 
not get any evidence against accused for one month. After that his detectives 
found persons talking among assemblages in public streets the matters they knew. 
These witnesses deposed just what the police wanted before the committing 
Magistrate ; but most of them retracted their former statements in the Session 
Court, alleging that they were threatened and tutored by the police to make 
them. ‘These and other circumstances connected with the case must strike an 
impartial observer as supernatural wonders, and an impartial consideration of the 
evidence produced by the prosecution before the Judge leads one to suppose that 
the police fabricated the case. Mr. Pollen has shown great impartiality in his 
decision, and it reflects great credit on the machinery for the dispensation 
of justice. But his attempts to save the honor of the Stine are not just. (The 
Arunodaya (12) of the 29th September, exempts Government from all blame in 
carrying this case to its conelusion, and pnts it to the account of those who 
induced it to take that course. ‘’hese persons are the police of Surat under the 
leadership of Inspector Motilal, and some of the Wakils of the Surat District 
Court. bn them lies the blame of bringing forward for the prosecution false and 
tutored witnesses. ‘The Arunodaya intends returning to this subject soon). 


A correspondent of the same writing from Médha, in the Sholdpur Zilla, 

: complains that during the last eight or nine months 
Complains that within the the crimes of theft, house-breaking, &c., have fre- 
ast eight or nine months : ; : 
several crimes have been com. @uently occurred in this town. On the 27th Septem- 
mitted in the town of Médha, er a woman was murdered in the thickly populated 
in the Shol4pur Zilla, and the part of it. But the perpetrators of none of the ten or 
2 age a of cag ot fifteen serious crimes which oecurred within the time 
detected. = = =~—SS—~CS”S~SCS*é«< nto have: been yet detected. The writer re- 

quests the attention of the authorities to this matter. 


The Mahérdstra Mitra (5) of the 26th September, but. received on the 29th, 

ee i ek a — that Act X. of 1877, or the Civil bagusscoin 

‘sourserves that Act X. of Code, was passed with the object that the people 

convenience in Garey af ho THising debts from tho sowkirs or money-londers, — 
people wishing to raise un- Who exact a heavy interest from them and thereby 
seoured debts, and the Bill of ruin them, should be relieved from this tyranny of 
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the Bombay legislature about 
the payment of interest on 
loans raised by cultivators, 
will make matters worse, if 
it becomes law. 


their creditors. This law, instead of doing any bene- 
fit to those for whose good it has been enacted, has ° 
done them harm. People cannot easily get unsecured 
loans from the sowkdrs in consequence of the diffi- 
culties raised by the law in their recovery. As for 


giving ally securities for loans, the people have become too poor to give any. 
The business of money-lending also has comparatively suffered. To make 
-twmatters worse, the Government of India and the Bombay Government have 
3 opi Bills in the matter of interest payable by cultivators on loans raised 
y them. After giving the substance of the latter Bill, the Mitra observes that 
if it becomes law, it will create diverse inconveniences in the way of people 
raising loans, and will ruin the money-lending business completely. 


The Bodha Sudhiékar (6) of the 25th September, but received on the 29th, 


Gratefully notices’ the visits 
paid by Sir Richard Temple 
to the different parts of this 
Presidency and to the Native 
States, and prays His Excel- 
lency to visit some of the 
villages on his line of march; 
to obtain a good supply of 
water to the town of Satara ; 
and to redeem his promise to 
construct a railway in the 
Satara District; &e. 


to enquire whether the people of the Satara District are over-assesse 


after expressing gratitude at Sir Richard Temple’s 
constant moving about and visiting not only the differ- 
ent parts of this Presidency, but also the Native States 
in it, with the object of seeing the actual state of 
things in them, prays His Excellency to visit some of 
the villages on his line of march, re | after ascertain- 
ing the condition of the people in them, to adopt the. 
necessary measures to remove their grievances, if they 
have any. The writer also requests Sir Richard to 
obtain for the town of Satara the water of the Kas 
tank and to remove, thereby, the inconvenience felt 
in the hot season from an insufficient supply of water ; 

| under the 


license-tax ; and, to redeem the promise he gave to construct arailway in that 
district that its depressed trade may flourish again. 


The Kiran (9) of the 29th September, in alluding to the refusal of Shere 


‘Wishes that the British In- 
dian Government would try 
to avoid a war with Afganis- 
tan, as the expenses of it will 
fall on the already heavily 
taxed India. 


duct. 


Ali’s officer at Ali Masjid to permit the British Envoy 
and his suite to proceed to Cabul, expresses, like most . 
of its native contemporaries, great concern that war 
will, in all probability, be declared between India 
and Afganistan. The cause of the Amir’s turning 
against the British Indian Government is that the 
latter adopted towards him a wilful and careless con- 


It decided in 1871 in favor of Persia, the dispute between her and 


Afganistan in regard to a boundary between them. In 1873 it did not pay 
sufficient honor to the Amir’s Wakil. In 1874 it disapproved of the Amir's 
displeasure towards Ydékub Khan his eldest son. This conduct of the British 
Government was just, but not politically discreet. However, it is certain that 
though he may be backed by the most powerful empire, he is sure to meet with 
a defeat at the hands of the British Government. But in this war the already 
heavily taxed India will have to bear the burden of its expenses, and hence it 
hoves Government to try to avoid it as far as possible. 


The Aruwnodaya (12) of the 29th September, in noticing the recent Resolution 


In _— the recent Re- 


Solution of the Bombay Gov- 
ernment on the working of 
the police forces of the G. I. P. 
ras the B. B. at <. I. Rail- 
_ Ways, compares. the results 
Obtained by them with each 
other, praises the latter police, 
§nd prays Government to 
‘mprove the former. | 


of the Government of Bombay on the working of the 
Great Indian Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and 
Central India Railway police during the year 1877, 
gives some information from it about their strength, 
the cost of their maintenunce, the number of cogniz- 
able offences committed on their lines, the percent- 
age of detections and convictions, the amount of 
stolen property recovered, &c., during the years 1876 


shows that the B. B. and C. I. Railway police is able ‘ 


and does its work with more care than the G. L P. Rail ray lice. Thodgh 
the cost per mile on account of the police is less on the Baroda line than on th 


G. I. P. ine, the number of crimes on the latter has increased while it has de-. 


_ ereased on theformer. Again, the Baroda Railway police achieved better results 
- both as regard the detection of crime and the recovery of the stolen proper 
than the G. L. P. Railway police did. As regards the increase in the number of 


crimes in 1877, it might be said that the famine and the vast quantities of corn - 


conveyed on the G. I. P. line were the cause of it; but a similar excuse cannot 
pe given for the small number of detections. Leaving aside the unsatisfactory 
-yesults for the exceptional year of 1877, the results for 1876 were not more 
satisfactory. This shows that the G. 1. P. Railway police is slovenly, and ought 
to draw the attention of Government to its improvement. The late Railway 
Frauds’ Commission decided that, though the mismanagement of the railway had 
contributed to the grain-robberies to the value of lacs of rupees on the G. I. P. 
line in the late famine, the railway police also deserved a good deal of the blame 
for them. The Bombay Government does not admit this ; but the above quoted 


information supports that decision a good deal. 
B. and C. I. Railway police, and advises the G. I. P. Railway 


praises the B. 


In conclusion, the Arunodaya 


police to follow in its foot-steps. 
The Nydya Sindhu (15) of the 30th September, states that the present Head 


Complains that the Head 
Karkun of the Ahmednagar 
Taluka not being clothed with 
magisterial powers, criminal 
cases cognizable by the Mam- 
latdar are sent to him when he 
goes into the Taluka on busi- 
ness in connection with the 
license-tax. 


Karkun of the Ahmednagar Taluka is not invested with 
magisterial powers, and, consequently, criminal cases 
cognizable by the Mamlatddér have to be sent to him 
when he goes into the taluka on business in connec- 
tion with the license-tax. This creates a great deal 
of inconvenience to the parties in these cases. The 
writer requests the District Magistrate to remove this 
complaint. 


The Nasik Writta (20) of the 28th September, but received on the Ist 


Complains severely of the 
exceeding tyranny -of the 

lice in the cases of Mr. 

edford, of Mr. Dewey, and of 
Gulabdas and others of Surat, 
and prays His Excellency the 
Governor to prevent the re- 
currence of such complaints 
in future. 


also the trying Judge in the case of Mr. Bedford at Sholdpur. 


October, in noticing a few facts of the recent trial 
of Guldébdd4s and others by: Mr. Justice Pollen for 
inciting the late riots at Surat, alludes to the cases of 
Mr. Bedford and Mr. Dewey, and severely censures 
the police for trying to ruin innocent persons. The 
cruel acts of tyranny of Inspector Motilél and his 
tutoring the witnesses for the prosecution, observes 
the Writta, have undoubtedly been well impressed 
upon the mind of Mr. Justice Pollen. His Honor was 


In it Mr. 


Shiwram Péndurang, a Police Inspector of the Tanna District, and his evil com- 
ay received the denomination of the — police ; and in the Surat case 


inspector Motilal and others fell under t 


e same appellation. His Honor is, 


therefore, fully aware of the misdeeds of the police ; and it is hoped he will make 


a timely and appropriate communication to Government on the subject. 


The 


_ Writta is exceedingly sorry to see that under the administration of Sir Richard 


Temple such exceeding tyranny which smacks of a tyrannical and unjust Gov- 


érnment should prevail, and that people trying to get justice should have to 
Spend thousands of rupees to get it and then praise the Judge for dispensing it. 


e writer humbly 


prays His Excellency to remove this complaint of the people. 


(The Subodha Patrikd (11) of the 29th September, and the Méhwan Samdachér (33) 
of the 30th, express somewhat similar sentiments). _ mene aameicdea 


The Dharwar Writta (24) of the 26th September, but received on the 29th, 


Requests the attention of 
the Postal Department to the 
Complaints of some of its 
Subscribers that they do not 
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states that a subscriber residing at ra i in 


taluka Bédémi, another at Nelgud, in taluka 
gol, and others at Tegur and 
they do not receive their copies of the Writta punctu- 


e 


d4wnur complain that 


% 


: 
. 


-  geoeive their copies of the ally, and the first-named also complains that his 
Dharwar Writta punctually, , ; 


per is sometimes received in a condition showing 
that it has been opened and read. The Writia requests — 
the postal authorities to remove these complaints. 


The Shiwdji (26) of the 27th September, but received on the 29th, repeats 
Be a wes ac the old complaint of the vernacular press, that the 
‘no benefit in adopting the Pimions of the latter-day administrators of this coun- 
inion of the Times, that the try vastly differ from those of their predecessors. 
Native Princes of Indiashould The cause of this is, that the former possess a deficient 
not be allowed to rms knowledge of the people of this country. The alter- 
oe hat thir onne, ation made in the mode of selecting persons to ad- 
should be considered as the minister the country has led to this consequence, that 
wings of the imperial British persons of high families and of large views do not 
ae? ws Fang be try + come out now, as they did formerly. The present 
Babin’ and native offeers, #@mMinistrators have no desire to secure the love of the 
people. In consequence ot the easy communication 
between England and India they do not mix with the people and do not know 
their good qualities. It is to be regretted that they entertain undeserving 
suspicions about the people, act as they like, and are not afraid of injuring the 
stability of the British rule. After these preliminary observations, the Shiwd)1 
notices the opinion expressed by the Times that the Native Princes of India 
should not be allowed to increase their armies to an unlimited number, and that 
these armies should be considered as the wings of the imperial British army, and 
should be officered by British and native officers jointly. It observes that, past 
events have shown that the Jimes is an index of the opinions of the adminis- 
 trators of this country ; and, hence, the above-mentioned sentiments are probably 
entertained by them. However, it is a worthless opinion. The Native Princes 
have no permission of the paramount Government to keep as large armies as 
they like. They are hound in this matter by treaties, and act in conformity with 
them. Thereis no benefit in considering their armies as a branch of the British 
army, and in depriving them of the mastery over their own armies, when they 
spontaneously offered so recently to lend their forces for service if war broke 
out between England and Russia, and Her Imperial Majesty expressed great 
pleasure at this offer. Such interference would be against the treaties made 
with them from time to time. It would not be proper to call upon these princes 
to maintain their armies, if they are deprived of their control over them ; and 
there is no use in the British Government undertaking to maintain them. Lastly, 
to officer these armies with Europeans will cost a great deal ; andifthey commit _ 
any offenges, a correspondence will ensue between the Native States and the 
British Government such as frequently leads to a slackness in the warm friendship 
between them. In conclusion, the Shiwdji prays the authorities to consider the 
above-mentioned points, if they really entertain the opinion expressed by the 
Times. (The Satya Shodhak (22) of the 22nd September, but received on the 
29th, the A’rya Warta (34) of the 28th, and the Karndétak Wartika (32) of the 
29th September express some of the above sentiments.) 


“ 


The Mélwan Saméchdr (33) of the 23rd and 30th September, like several 
- of its vernacular contemporaries, considers that the 
of —— _ the real cause reason of the great poverty of the Deccan ryots con- 
. y of the agricul- . | sabes : 
tural classes of the Dercan is ceived by Government, vzz., that the sowkdrs ruin 
heaviness of the land them, is not the real one, and the heavy land assessment 
Paracas * and prays is the true cause. The Samdchdr employs a few ofthe | 
the in troduction of the neo, arguments used by the Belgaum Samdchdr (14) of the 
manent land settlement, 12th August, and noticed more fully in the summary 
Ee ) for the week ending the 21st September, and like 
it, recommends the introduction of the permanent land settlement as a cure 
of the complaint. ; | i 
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| | license-tax has been imp on poor artizans, such 

Complains that in the town as | enters, shoe-mak ers, fishermen, &e., of . the 
of Mélwan some poor artizans town of Mdlwan, and that some of them have sold their 
GS cabsbek usak: Abu: Shor implements or cooking pots to pay the tax, while 

‘gold their implements or cook. Others have not paid it as they are quite unable to do 
ing pots to pay the tax, &c. so. It is said that a Government officer seeing that 
some poor people could not pay the levy, has spent 
about fifty rupees to enable them to meet the demand. Among these poor 
artizans the names of some servants also have been included. ‘There are also 
some cases in which persons have been either underassessed or overassessed. 


The writer requests the popular Collector of Ratndgiri to remove these com- 


A correspondent of the same of the 30th September, complains that the 


plaints, 


A few observations on the 
Billto Amend Act IX. of 1878 
or the Vernacular Press Act, 
introdaced into the Supreme 


Legislature by the Honourable . 


Sir Alexander Arbuthnot, 


The Wasai Samachar (38) of the 29th Séptember, 
repeats some of the remarks made in the Dnydn 
Prakash (3) of the 26th September, in regard to the 
Bill to Amend Act IX. of 1878 or the Vernacular Press 
Act, and noticed more fully in the summary for 
week ending the 28th September. 


The Guzerat Mitra (*) of the 29th September, in referring to the report 
th 


In noticing the report that 
the Bombay High Court pro- 
poses to admit at the High 
Court Pleaders and Sub- 
Judges’ examination such can- 
didates only as have previous- 
ly passed the Matriculation 
examination, observes that the 
object aimed at will be secured 
if the existing rule requiring 
a sufficient knowledge of Eng- 
lish is more strictly enforced. 


at the High Court of Bombay thinks of permitting 
only such persons as have passed the Matriculation 
examination, to sit at the examination for the office of 
High Court Pleaders. and Subordinate Judgeships, 
observes that the proposed change will not improve 
matters. Its object, it is said, is to require from the 
candidates a better knowledge of English than some 
of them possess. But the matriculated students do 
not possess a sufficient knowledge of that language. 
The existing rules for the examination already require 
a good knowledge of it, and if that rule is more strictly 
ut into operation, the object aimed at by the proposed 


change will be gained. (The Jdéme Jamsed (48) of the 3rd October also ex- 


presses similar sentiments, It adds that many persons who are not matriculated 
and who have heen long in the service of Government, know well how to write 
correct English, and the above-mentioned intention of the High Court, if carried 
into effect, would prevent them from presenting themselves at the High Court 
Pleaders and Sub-Judges’ examination. ‘The writer-prays His Excellency the 
Governor in Council to interfere in this matter, and to keep the examination 
open to those who possess a good knowledge of English). 


The Bombay. Samdchdr (47) of the 3rd Qetober, notices the report on the 


_ Indian Railways for the last year. It observes that 
Notices the report for the 


last year on the Indian Rail- 
ways, and requests Govern- 
ment to re-consider the ques- 
tion whether it is more pro- 


the first point which strikes one in regard to these 
rail-roads is that last year the guaranteed lines earned 
more than their annual income in former years, and 
that there was a decrease in their current expenses. 


fitable to have State Railways 
than 


0’ “hele  ranjaatenl The increased income is attributable to the increased 


work they performed in the conveyance of grain dur- 
ing the two years of famine, and cannot be expected 
every year, But the decrease in the current expenses is a permanent benefit, 
and is a matter of congratulation, though it has not been made to the extent to 
which it might. The principal cause of the heavy expenses of these lines is the 


employment of a large number of Europeans at two or three times the salaries 


for which fit natives can be had. If the latter are employed in place of the 


former they will do the work equally well, and there ,will be less expense for 


working the lines. The report does not show the same good result in the case 
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of the Government lines. Not only has there been no increase in their income; 


‘but there has been actually an increase of one or two per cent. in their current 
expenses: Thus, while the guaranteed lines have brought profit to the share- 
holders in England—where there ate most of them, the lines built and worked by — 
Government have inflicted a loss on this country by the increased expenditure. 
As regards the latter lines, it may be said that they had no opportunity of doing 
increased traffic in grain during the famine, and could-not, a earn more 
like the guaranteed lines. But, it seems a similar satisfactory explanation can- 
not be given about the increase in their expenditure when the guaranteed lines 
decreased their expenses. For along time Government thought it was more 
> HEN to build guaranteed railways than State railways in this country. 
f late it has changed that opinion; and has built and is working several lines 
on account of the State. This change has been evidently made under the 
laudable belief that it would be profitable to do so. But experience and Mr. 
Danver’s above-mentioned report show that it has not proved successful, nor are . 
there any signs of its turning out so hereafter. The Samédchér, therefore, ho 
that Government will once more bestow its grave attention on the question 
whether it is more profitable to have State lines than to have guaranteed rail- 
ways. 
The Akhbdre Sowddgar (49) of the 1st October, complains that the share- 
Ae | holders and other persons connected with the foreshore 
Prays His Excellency the properties in Bombay suffer losses in consequence of 
Governor to give anearlyde- Government not having come to a decision as yet as 
cision in the matter of the | , aioe : ; ° | 
purchase of the foreshore +0 their purchase. It is nearly six months since Gov- 
propertiesin Bombay. . ernment has been considering the matter, but its final 
decision is not yet known, and speculators spread 
various rumours on the subject, and benefit themselves at the cost of the share- 
holders. The Sowddgar, therefore, ror His Excellency the Governor to give 


an early decision on the subject, and frustrate the speculators in their machina- 
tions. 


The Rdst Goftdr (50) of the 29th September, in a leader, headed, 
‘ England’s war—not India’s,” in noticing the tele- 
Prays England to share graphic news that the responsibility of the probable war 
with India in the work of with Cabul will not be assumed by England but left to 
’ maaan. en ag of Afga- India, observes that this step will, no doubt, obtain 
’ is too poor to ° : se 4 A 
pay the cost of the war un. Yenown to India; but will be injurious to her in finan- 
assisted by the paramount cial matters. She possesses a great deal of strength 
country. both as regards politicians and the army, and there is 
no fear at all of her making a mess of the business 
entrusted to her. But as regards money for the war she is too poor to afford it. 
A cabinet council was to be held for discussing the matter. A subsequent tele- 
e states that it will not be held, and India will be left unhampered to pursue 
er Own initiative in the matter. ‘The denial of Russia about her complicity 
with Afganistan has, it seems, assured England of such being the real case, and 
has led its people to wish not to mix themselves up with the Cabul affair. It 
is, however, an imperial question as the Times observes. Lord Carnarvon also 
says that, if England is jealous of Russian intrigues in Afganistan, it is better to 
make war with the former in Europe than to let England entangle herself in an 
nm war. Moreover, the present entanglement with Afganistan is one of the 
results of the mess made by the recent Berlin Congress. England ought, there- 
ore, not to allow herself to be again deceived by Russia, and should share with 
India in the responsibility of punishing the Amir. — | Yate 
~~ "The same in praising Mr. Justice Pollen for exhibiting great abilities and 
acumen in the trial of the six prisoners ch with 
Makes a few observations inciting the: recent riots in Surat, and for writing out 
phe jadgmentof Mr. Justice an elaborate and learned judgment, observes thatin — 
*ollen in ‘the Surat riotesse. one particular only, and that an important one, it 
differs from the learned Judge. The evidence of the 
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maa itnesses and the decision prove that the case was a got up one. Notwith. 
standing this, the Judge has made no comment on the pajice. His judgment 
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oes not comment on the evidence given by the oppressive Inspector Motildl. 
The Judge rightly does not believe the evidence given by the witnesses for the 


yefore the Magistrate. If they were believed Guldbdds and the other accused 


must be held as guilty ; if they were not believed their statements both about | 


the accused and the police ought to be disbelieved. Leaving these perjurers 
aside, the question is how did the witnesses placed by Mr. Pollen in the first 
class in his judgment, and whose stories that the two Editors incited the riot and 
that a meeting was held in Guldébdds’ house were disbelieved and the prisoners 
were declared not guilty, come to make these statements? Who fabricated 
them? The judgment states everything which goes against the prosecution ; 
but it neglects to pass an opinion on it, and this must be considered a defect 
in the otherwise model judgment. 


The same, in another leader, headed, “ Surat authorities,” observes that 
it does not approve at all of speaking ill either about 


Observes that the release os 
Gs tails wad his oorlean> the Surat authorities or the Bombay Government for 


ers from the charge of incite- ; 
ment of the late riots in Surat case tried recently by Mr. Pollen. Hitherto 


Surat, does not prove the they have done nothing more than that on getting 
non-existence of such incite- information that the people of Surat were incited to 
ment; whereas the trial has ; : h biter shad . 
furnished more proofs of a Commit a riot, they authorized their servants to dis- 
suspicion about its existence. cover these inciters; and on a case being made out 
And the authorities do not against the alleged inciters, rendered legal help to 
Gomere we neg lg’ F gene their being tried and punished, if found guilty. In 
Pe tee , this nothing wrong was done. The Rédst Goftdr does 
, not believe as yet that the riots in Surat were created 
without a secret incitement. The unanimity shown in closing their shops by 
the shop-keepers of this town for four or five days before the breaking out of the 
riots, every body knowing that a,starvation of the people will lead to a disturb- 
ance, and the collection of four or five thousand persons to make a disturbance, 
lead to the confirmation of a suspicion of the riots being secretly incited. The 
recent trial has furnished more proofs of the suspicion. Kdshirdm, one of the 
witnesses for the prosecution, has himself admitted the crime which he wanted 
to father upon Guldbdds and his co-prisoners. The document found in this 
witness’ house was written on paper which contained on its reverse algebraic 
examples, which showed that it was written in the house of a person whose 
child was learning English arithmetic. Again, Mr. Ollivant has deposed that 
at first he had some suspicions against Mr. Kdlébhdai, a Wakil, and had censured 
him as he (Mr. Kélabhai) had made the strongest speech (in a meeting) against 
the license-tax. All these things show that the non-conviction of Guldbdds and 
his co-prisoners does not prove the non-existence of the incitement of the riots, 
and does not authorize the abuse of the authorities. They made an attempt to 
apprehend the inciters, but owing to inflated Motilal the wrong parties were 


apprehended. 


The same, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Surat Police,” observes that though Mr. 
Pollen has hesitated to give openly his opinion of 

, Animadverts on the con- the harshness practised by Inspector Motildl in the 
oe of SE ee ote, Surat case, he has repeatedly shown suspicions of its 
others charged with inciting ©*1Stence. The Surat police did not only practise 
the late riots at. Surat. _ tyrann but outrages also.. On the occasion. of the 
riots Mr. Motilal has admitted that he had kept blank 


Warrants bearing his signature, and that he had apprehended many persons on 


_ Mere suspicion and had afterwards released them. He had prepared this case 
_ ‘while making, these apprehensions. The Judge himself throws a suspicion on 
‘his gathering so many witnesses in a short time after allowing four wee to pass 
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sution who turned round and stated con to what they had deposed 


the errors of Inspector Motildl and his police in the . 
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over the order issued by his superiors to gather evidence 


‘The Judge has made strong comments on his bringin ‘allt 


shown its contempt of the apparent tutoring of all the witnesses to relate the 
same story of the riot which took place-in connection with the salt tax on a 
former occasion ; has expressed wonder that Kdshirdm was not accused of incite- 


ment and placed before it; has considered it a blot‘on the prosecution that Mr. 


Motilal failed to discover the boy alleged to have been sent by Guldbdas to call 
K4shirdém ; and has taken a strong objection to Mr. Motilél beimg present at the 
search of Kishirém’s house though he had orders to be aloof from it, and to the 
mode: of that search. Whoever may have got up this incomplete and ground- 
less case, Mr. Motilél undertook it and vexed the people for six months. He 

ut handcuffs on innocent prisoners though he was prohibited by the Magistrate 
Sri doing so. For these things he ought not to be allowed to remain in Gov- 
ernment service any more. (The Guzerat Mitra (46) and the Yajdén Parast (52) 
of the 29th September repeat some of the above sentiments, and pray Govern- 
ment to institute an enquiry into the conduct of Inspector Motildl in this case.) 


The same inserts a communication, the writer of which attempts to give a 
reply to the Honourable Messrs. Ashburner and Gibbs’ 
__ A reply to the Honourable remark at a meeting of the Legislative Council that 
pre ag agreed er ee the land assessment in this Presidency is light and not 
in the lative 
Council that the land tax in 80 heavy as one-fourth of the produce as stated by a 
the Bombay Presidency is native paper. The correspondent states that it is not 
very light. _ only true that Government levies one-fourth of the 
produce of the land as its assessment, but, in the case 
of an average taken for ten years, it exacts one-third or even one-half of it. 
When the Honourable Mr. Ashburner says that one-seventh. of the produce is 
the assessment, he means of the gross produce; and when the cultivators and 
newspapers say that it is one-fourth, they mean of the net produce. The 
Honourable Mr. Gibbs’ assertion that it is one-fortieth portion of the produce 
cannot be right; or he refers to indm land. To quote an instance, a field 
produces annually an income of seven hundred rupees, The charges on ac- 
count of it are as follows :—The feed of a pair of bullocks Rs. 100; seed, fencing, 
labor, &e., 100; maintenance of the farmer and his family who work in the field, 
or the hire of laborers to cultivate it 150; land assessment 100; local cess 123 ; 
municipal and toll taxes 12}; and interest paid to the Mérwédi for loans 50. 
Thus, the total expenditure comes to Rs. 625, leaving a balance of Rs. 75 
only. The cultivator pays the interest to the money-lender for accom- 
modating him to pay the assessment, because Government levies it before the 
produce is ripe, and charges an interest at 93 per cent. per annum, if the tax is 
not paid in time. The above-mentioned balance remains in good years only. 
But in this country, and particularly in the Deccan, there is an insufficient fall 
of rain every third year ; and in such a year the farmer gets from his field only 
400 rupees, and then has to raise a debt from the money-lender at interest 
varying from thirty to thirty-five per cent. per annum. After asserting that the 
statement made by the late lamented Mr. Havelock that the land assessment 
was very heavy is more trustworthy than that made by the Honourable Mr. 
Gibbs, the writer requests the latter gentleman to give five instances of the land 
assessment being even one-seventh of the net produce; and offers to give on his 
part ten instances in the Poona Zilla in which Government levies one-third of 
the net produce in good years, and one-half on an average of ten years. 
~The Loka Mitra (54) of the 29th September, in alluding to the trial by Mr. 
et Pollen of the case of Gulébdds and five others charged 
PP inne eee with inciting the recent riots at Surat, observes that 


ance made by the police = ig 


has directly committed any crime in the course taken 


nst the prisoners. — 
il the witnesses from 
the low, mercenary, poor and criminal classes. Mr. Pollen has made a note 
that they gave their evidence as if they were tutored to give it. The court has 


it must admit that it does not seem that the police — 
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dais and five others c 
- with inciting the late riots in 
that town. 


to see how far the statements of such of them as libelled it ‘were true. 


by it against the accused. But it has not given 
satisfaction to the Judge in several matters. The 


witnesses for the prosecution were produced by the 


police ; and it is the duty of the authorities concerned 


whole, it is no secret that the police did not make a satisfactory o.8 ieee in 
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Expressions of happiness 
at. the honorable acquittal of 
Guldibdas, the two native Edit- 
ors, and three others from 
the charge of having incited 
the recent riots at Surat. 


The authorities cannot be unaware of it ; and it is hope 


they will 


. Almost all the papers of this week are mT OH se et to learn of the 
bdas, 


the two native Editors, 


legal acumen ; congratulate 
the prisoners and the country on the happy result of 
this case ; and highly commend the British courts for 
dispensing pure and impartial justice, 


Municipalities. 


The Belgaum Samdchér (14) of the 30th September states that the Munici- 


Complains that the order 
of the Municipality of Bel- 
gaum to close the under- 
ground privies of that town 
within fifteen days from the 
date of the notice, will cause 
great inconvenience and loss 
to about 1,000 or 1,500 
house-holders. 


pality of Belgaum has issued a notice in the past week 
ordering the owners of underground privies in 
that town to close them and build aboveground ones 
within fifteen days. . The work of closing the former 
and building the latter has been gradually going on 
for the last.twelve years, and privies of the latter 
kind have been built whenever new ones were to be 
constructed. There are yet about 1,000 or 1,500 
underground privies in the town, and it would be 


most inconvenient and costly to their owners to close them and build above- 


ground ones in their stead within so short a time. 


The Samdchér, therefore, 


prays the Corporation to allow at least one year for this work; to exempt from 
the compulsion those whose underground privies are at a distance from their 
wells; and in cases in which there is no passage to the sweeper to gg to the 
back part of the house, to fix in what part of it the new privy is to be built. 


A correspondent of the Nagar Samdchér (25) of the 28th September, but 


Complains of the bad smell 
spread in the High School 
building at Ahmednagar by 
the emptying of the town 
sweepings in its neighbour- 
hood, and requests the Corpor- 
ation to stop the work at 
once ; and if it needs be done, 
todo it during the Diwali 
vacation, 


received on the 2nd October, complains that the 
Municipality (of Ahmednagar) wants to fill up a vacant 
piece of ground situated to the east of the High School 
in Wisrdmbég (in that town), and empties thereon 
cart-loads of the town sweepings. ‘This nuisance has 
— an unbearably bad smell in the school, and 
there are fears of the health of the students suffering 
therefrom. The writer requests the President and 


the Chairman of tle Corporation to stop the work at 


once; and says that if it needs be done, it may be 


performed during the Diwali vacation of the school, 


Native States. 


The Jame Jamsed (48) of the 30th September contradicts the report said 


Contradicts the report said 
to have been spread by some 
Anglo- Indian 7 
‘Phamshul Umraw. opposes 
‘Sir Salar Jung in the exercise 
of bis powers, and, conse- 
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apers that 


to have been spread by some Anglo-Indian papers 
that Sir Salar Jung’s authority has. become weak, that 
his orders are not obeyed, and that the mismanage- 


ment of former days has re-commenced in the Nizam’s 
country. They attribute this to the alleged opposition 


of the co-regent Shamshul Umraw to the powers exer- 


ode au 
at 4 


— 


- 


,and 
Nothi 


late N 
oung not on 
terms with hinder the lat tho 
- administration, and evéty thing goés on as well as it went on before the appoint- 
ment of the co-regent. 
The Gurerat Samdchdr (65) of the 28th September, but received on the 
30th, complains that Mr. Séle Hindi, one of the ~ 
} against the con- ministers of the Jundgarh State, relies entirely on a 
duct of one ne ih enges person named ‘‘ Mdmal.” ‘The latter does not allow 
Me Séle Hindi, olin én an appellants to go to the minister, and receives bril 
ministers of the Jun4garh from them and disposes of the cases. He has grown 
tate. very rich we these fraudulent practices. The writer 
| prays the Nawab to give the petitioners a personal 
hearing and grant them redress of their complaints. 


ATMARAM V. PATKER, 
Acting Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 8th October 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 7th October, in a leader, headed “The ie 
* thoughts suggested by the Surat trial,” observes — 
A few thoughts on the that when one considers this case, he is at a loss to 
recent trial at Surat of the understand how the entrapping scheme was formed, 
six persons who were charge and finds that itis an apt instance of what stra 
with inciting the late riot in : Pp ) :  Birange 
that town. acts subordinates perform to please their official su 
| riors. The evidence for the prosecution shows that 
the case made against the six accused was a pure fabrication. There is no 
doubt that there was a riot at Surat, and that it was right that the rioters appre- 
hended by the police were punished. It cannot be said, as observed ona 
former occasion by the Indu Prakdsh, that no one incited the disturbance. The 
inciters must have been some low people, and not the six educated and respect- 
able persons who were accused, ak who cannot be justly supposed to be un- 
acquainted with the laws and the mode of bringing them into force. The 
apprehension of such persons on a suspicion that some persons may have incited | 
the riot, and the getting up of criminal charges against them which have put 
them to the expense of thousands of rupees to prove their innocence, show that ‘oe 
the authorities at Surat indiscreetly distorted into wicked aims the good inten- a 
tions of Government, with the view of obtaining credit to themselves. It seems : 
that-some selfish and thoughtless persons, who could not bear to see the respect- 
ability and great desire of these persons to assist their sponge Sneha in public 
matters, very probably gave false information to the police about them, and 
brought them into trouble. Mr. Ollivant stated in his evidence that some per- 
sons gave him information that the six accused were foremost in inciting the 
riots. He declined to give out the names of the informants under Section 123 
of the Evidence Act. It is true that this Section is very useful in protectin 
the police and other officers from being compelled to give up the names of their 
informants. But it is also likely to commit mischief, inasmuch as some evil- on 
minded persons may succeed, at least for some time, in putting their enemies oe 
into difficulties and injuring them, and keep themselves aloof. T'o punish such : 
mischief-makers, and to protect innocent persons it would be well to make a eee 
change in this Section. It would have been well had the Surat authorities and Be 
the Bombay Government thought over the subject before granting their sanction _ 
to apprehend these respectable persons in connection with the riot. ‘Though the 
Indu Prakash has a doubt about passing censure in this matter on any particu- 
lar officer of Government, yet, on the whole, it finds itself compelled to observe 
that in this case Government in the abstract deserves blame. If the officers at 
the helm of Government will take due care in protecting the life and property 
of their subjects, there will not be frequent occasions for the people and their 
organ, the préss, to raise complaints. During the last two or three years there 
were the Alibdg forest case, the cases against Mr. Dewey and Mr. Bedford, and 
the recent Surat riot case—in all of which Government was the prosecutor. 
Each of them, however, proved a failure. In the first and the last cases Gov- 
ernment, and, in the remaining two, the Railway Company underwent heavy ex- ee 
penses for the prosecution. The Indu Prakdsh does not mean to say that either == =] Je 
the Government or any particular officer of it, had, in getting up these cases, § || 9am Ue 
the object of knowingly annoying the people. Their objects are ever good. ss lClCd 
But they do not bestow due icheitinrenivan on such cases, and pay more attention 
to the counsels of thoughtless and crafty men; and, hence, when such cases 
are put to the test of a trial in a court of justice, they fall to pieces, and the 


evil counsellors remain aloof, and G overnment has to bear the blame of the 


failures, 


\e 


me, 


’ Madhawréw of their loyalty 


The same, in a leader, headed, “ The armies of the native States,” notices 
ECE Pep ne ty the observations made in the article, headed “ The 
committed. by. the. ‘fk ve in attaies of the feudatory princes of the British Govern- 
suspecting the armies of ment,” which appeared in the Times a few days ago, 
native States; and Sir Réjé that since the native princes of India entirely depend 
Dinkar Raw and Sir T. fox their protection from internal and external enemies 
to the British Government, 00 the British Government, in accordance with the 
: treaties made by them with it from time to time, what 

need is there of their keeping armies of their own? If the British Government 
protects twenty krors of its Indian subjects with an army of two laes of men, 
why should the native princes require more than tliree lacs of soldiers to protect 
their five krors of subjects ? and observes that the English papers of late look 
upon these princes and their armies with displeasure. The guns, infantry, and 
cavalry in the service of the Nizam, Sindia, Holkar, the Mahér4j4 of Cashmir 
and other princes are unbearable to Englishmen, who are ever in search of 
opportunities to express that they would be detrimental to the British empire in 

India. It is a common belief that; whenever the English newspapers are 
unanimous on any particular subject they echo the sentiments of the higher 
authorities of England. Hence, it is not inappropriate to say that, if such a 
renowned paper as the Times writes against these princes, its sentiments are 
the sure indications of misfortunes in store for them. The above-mentioned 
sentiments of the Times are not new, nor will the British Government accept 
them and do injury to its loyal friends so soon. But since these sentiments 
appear frequently, it will be no wonder if the authorities are induced some day 
or other to act in accordance with them. In regard to the observation of the 
Times about Sir R4j&é Dinkar R4w and Sir T. Madhawrdw bringing about a visit 
on the banks of the Nerbudda between Sindia and Holkar, when they were the 
Diwans of the respective Chiefs, that though these gentlemen are renowned 
for their loyalty to England, it should be borne in mind that they belong to a 
people who wish to re-establish the native rule, if they find that the British 
power in India has become weak, the Indu Prakdsh points out that these gentle- 
men rendered valuable services to the British Government in the critical times 
of 1857-58, and that they have risen to their present high position, and obtained 
honors under British favor; and that there can be no doubt about their great 
desire for the permanence of British rule in this rien? & It also observes that 
there is little meaning in the fanciful fear entertained the Times. Though 
the British rule does not confer as much happiness as it should, yet there are few 
who wish for native rule in its place; and much less will Sir Raj4 Dinkar Réo 
and Sir T’.. Médhawréw, who have been benefited by it, ever entertain such a 
_ desire. They do not even remember that rule unless frequently reminded by 
papers like the Times. It does not become English urbanity to raise a suspicion 
about these good gentlemen in the minds of the authorities by causelessly writ- 
ing worthless matter about them. 


A correspondent of the same states that the stone steps leading to the top 

of the Kankeshwar hill on which there is a temple, 

Ph se he tg receiving an annual Nemnuk or allowance from 
to the Kenkeshwar hill re- overnment, are out of order in some places. The 
paired, and to prevent the panch or a committee manages the expenses of the 
misappropriation of the in- temple, and the Collector of Coldba supervises them 


come from Government re- eer : | ‘ 
ceived on account of the at times. The writer, therefore, requests him to get 


temple of Ganpati at A’ was. the stone steps repaired. The same writer also states 


that the manager of the Ganpati’s temple at A’was 
which enjoys a piece of iném land, does not apply the income derived from the 
land to the purposes of the temple, and appropriates it to his own use. The 
temple has fallen into a ruinous condition. The Collector is requested to pre- 
vent the misappropriation. ) ms 
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Another correspondent alludes to the complaint some time 


build over-Didges te the canal bridge to the temple on the Parwati hill at 
Poona being v inconvenient, and to Government 

Kharakwasla canal at Poona & very : 
for the convenience of the having afterwards sanctioned over-bridges on the canal 
residents of the village of at spots convenient both to the residents of the 
Seed Puree to the’ Parwati village and the visitors to the temple. He 
if e observes that no over-bridges have been yet built, and 


requests Government to construct them. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 6th October, also has a long leader on 
Observations on the case ‘#¢ Surat trial, headed, “ The true aspect of the Surat 
of the two native Bditors political trial.” In this case, observes the Opinion, 
and four others of Surat two of the accused were Editors of native newspapers. 
charged ine inciting the ither for good or bad reasons, Government suspected 
Se that the press was not completely loyal. The Honour- 
able Mr. Ashburner’s Minute shows that the principal officers of this Presidency 
thought, and, perhaps, even now think that the newspapers, the leaders of the 
people and the (public) associations were disloyal. At this time the Act for 
gagging the press was passed, and there was aloud complaint of the people 
against it. This disquieted the mind of Government. And in this state of its 
mental condition, the commission of acts indicative of the fanciful fears through 
which it had passed the Press Act, was desirable to it. And, by mere chance, a 
case soon happened, of which the newspaper writers appeared to be the movers, 
or with wiiak they seemed to have an indirect connection. This must have 
furnished a good ground to confirm the suspicions entertained against them, 
and Government may have thought that it was a good instance to place before 
the world. In fact, however, the license-tax and the mismanagement in its 
assessment gave birth to the riot in Surat, and the Editors had no connection 
whatever with it. The sequel to the riot shows that the suspicion entertained 
against them was entirely groundless, and the case made against them was 
equally baseless. In this case the police over did things without the sanction of 
Government, which, however, erred, and the loyal subjects who were accused 
were causelessly troubled and suffered both in character and money. Govern- 
ment did right in adopting measures to’ remove the suspicion which it felt. 
But they were more than necessary. The accused were not justly treated while 
their case was being enquired into. They were not released on bail until the 
po oe were about to close. The police disgraced them even against the 
orders of the court. Mr. Motildél had the management of the case, and yet his 
going against the order of the court was not duly taken notice of. Nor did the 
_ superior officers of the Inspector interfere in the matter. The Counsel for the 
prosecution observed in his opening speech that neither he nor the Government 
which retained him, were very solicitous about the accusations being proved. 
If this was true, why were great preparations made in this case? If they were 
made to exculpate the prisoners, why were they accused without. sufficiently 
strong reasons? Why was the evidence called for from the Government 
records not produced ? After giving the substance of the trial, the Opinion con- 
cludes this long notice with the remark that in the eyes of the people it was 
hot approvable that Government should have lengthened this case and should 
have given it an importance which it did not deserve. However, every body 


has been glad to find that justice has been dealt in its disposal. And it is plain 


that the full confidence which the people felt in the British courts of justice, 
has been made more firm than it was before. ‘bibs: 


With reference to the Bill for the improvement of the condition of the 


ee agricultural population, which is now before the 
be ae ee Legislative Canali of the Governor of Bombay, , the 
tion of insolvent agricultur- Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 9th October, remarks that, 


ago raised b 
himself, as to the way from under the Kharakwésla . 
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, 
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ists will inevitably lead to if it should become law, it will indubitably destroy the 


the complete destruction of 


the profession of banking. pre of banking. When the famine was at its 


| eight and deaths were occurring rapidly, Government 
not only refused to put pressure on corn merchants, in order to compel them to 
reduce the price of corn by even so little an amount, but on the contrary, over 
and over again declared that it will on no account interfere in regulating the 
prices of commodities. On what grounds then could interference in regulating 
interest between sowkars and their agricultural customers be justified? If 
Government will not interfere in regulating the prices of commodities, any 
interference in regulating interest between the sowkdrs and the agricultural 

opulation is unjustifiable; and that this is so, is the opinion of learned men in 
Talend, and it was for this reason that similar provisions in the Regulations 
of 1827 were repealed. 


The Kiran (9) of the 6th October, in a hens headed, ‘¢ What has come 
ne out of the Surat criminal case?” makes a few observ- 

on Tae tke toca ation on the case of. the two native Editors and four 
Editors and others of Surat, others of Surat, who were charged with having incited 
accused of having incited the the recent riots in that town, and who have been 
oc probe vmpedani found not guilty by Mr. Judge Pollen. It observes 
that the forms in regard to the license-tax issued in Surat required more inform- 
ation to be given by the people than was. necessary, and, consequently, the 
eople smarted under it. They committed the highly reprovable act of the riot. 
t was a great mistake to punish them severely, as they did not commit the 

_ disturbance forits own sake, but their inability to pay the tax led to the occurrence, 
and it was necessary that mercy should have been shown to them. If Govern- 
ment had, instead of punishing them, explained to them the real state of things, 
they would have felt great reverence for it. Every body must admit that if a 
country 1s to be governed with justice, the best policy is to shame the people 
by pardoning their faults. Again the officers who causelessly provoked them 
and gave cause to the disturbance have not been censured in any way. One 
mistake leads to another. Government fancied that some big people must have 
been implicated in the disturbance. The supposition was right, and an enquiry 
in regard to it was also right, but another mistake was committed in entrusting 
the conduct of that enquiry. It -was entrusted to a reproachful and obscure 
person. Leaving his usual course of employing on it the city Police Inspector, 
the Superintendent of Police entrusted it to a person who had no connection 
with it, who was once a peon, and who had obtained the post of a police 
Inspector by flattering European officers. Inspector Motilél who was entrusted 
' with it, could not, for some time, find any traces of the incitement. Then came 
to his house to give him information a number of people inspired by God. The 
accused were apprehended, and it need not be repeated here how the Inspector 
tormented them by putting fetters and hand-cuffs upon them. In the Sessions 
Court some of the witnesses for the prosecution stated that they gave false 
evidence before the committing Magistrate at the instigation of the Inspector, 
and exposed him. The accused were declared not guilty in consequence of 
the accusation not having been proved. They have been ruined in money and 
in health. Ifthe prosecution had been made at the instance of any private 


person, they would have been able to get compensation for it. Government 
cannot be asked to compensate them. However, it should show mercy to them 


and compensate them for the mistake it did, as did the High Court in the case 
of Mr. Dewey by paying him 1,000 Rupees. Mr. Motilél was the cause of 
their ruin in money and health, and of the loss of the good reputation of Gov- 


ernment in this matter by his follies; and he should be fined and the amount of — 


the fine should be paid to them. Those Government servants who brought for- 
ward false witnesses should be fined and dismissed the service. Govern- 
ment eg to have been convinced by the several recent mistakes of the above 
nature, that though its original intentions are good, some of its servants spoil 
matters and throw a stigma on its good name. It ought, therefore, to lessen the 
excessive powers entrusted to the police, and allow as little close connection 
to exist between it and accused persons as possible. 
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The Poona Herald (10) of on ty October, states that the British Govern- 

| ie Be -e, ment has the reputation of being very just, and that 

eee et tee ga it plumes itself on the Giaietae of de reputation ; 
ernment accords to its Euro- but the treatment which it accords to its native ser- 
grt at a. wes that yants is very different from. that which it gives to its 
agin She soe atager a a European officials, For instance, while liberal retir- 
‘ | | ‘ing coat (like the commutation scheme for the 
retirement of Colonels in the Indian army) are given to European officers, no 

such corresponding liberality is shown to natives. If any native believing 

himself to be the servant of the Empress only, should discharge his official func- 
tions strictly according to law, he will soon find out that he will never reach 
his pension time. He must endeavour to please his European superiors, and 
should be prepared to receive kicks and cuffs, and to be even treated worse than 
domestic servants usually are. Then only there is some likelihood of his reach- 
ing his pension. Any conduct calculated to displease his European superiors 
is sure to end in his ane ultimately turned out from the service. Just asa 
barren woman is incapable of understanding the pains of child birth, so there 
is little chance of any attention being paid to grievances ventilated in news- 


papers; but the writer conceiyes that he has done his duty by writing these 
few lines, 


A correspondent of the same writing from Mangrul, in the -Taluka of 
Amalner, says that at about 4 p.m. on the 25th ultimo, 


g Deactibes how 6 certain while it was raining heavily and fears were entertained 


-fax-collector conducted him- 


self. of the whole place being deluged with water, a certain 


man on horseback rode suddenly to the police station, 
when the following dialogue took place between him and the Patil :— 


Man.— Patil, ree pay up the money which is owed by three or four 


persons of your village on account of tax, and take a receipt for the 


same. If you fail to pay, you will be charged three times the 
amount to-morrow. | | 


Patil—The people in question are very poor, Raw Sdéheb; how can they 


therefore pay ? Besides, it is now evening and whence can they bring 
money ? , 


Man.—I cannot listen to any excuses; the money must be paid, other- 
wise you will lose your character. Go and fetch it soon. 


P4til.—lIt is now evening, Mahdérdj, and, besides, rain is steadily falling. 
From whence ean they, therefore, bring money ? 


Man.—Do what you like, but the money must be paid now. But let me 
see; bring bearers, and grass for my horse, and show me a place 


where to tie him. Let me also have a “‘Jdjam” and other things for 
my bed. per bg 


_ Immediately three men started up to do his bidding. One went to fetch 
grass, another bedding, a third tied the horse, and one offered ‘‘ Chilam”’ to 
smoke. So the man’s wrath subsided, and he began to tell stories while in the 
enjoyment resulting from the * Chilam.” Further information will be com- 
municated on the next occasion, | | ) 


The Arwnodaya (12) of the 6th October, in a leader, headed, “ The big 

Eee Surat case,” illustrates the assertion it made in its 

Thinks that the case ast issue, that the blame of the miseries suffered and. 
MEMORY GralQilie BA yO Pe de of jj ed b 

other persons of Surat, who the expenditure of thousands of rupees incurred by 
have been declared not guilty the six accused of Surat ay on the police and some 


of the charge of inciting 2 Wakils of that town. It observes that a perusal of the 
recent riot in that town was | 


fabricated by the police, &c. account of the trial, and, particularly, of the evidence 


given by Inspector Motilal, the chief mover in this 


, 


case, shows that the whole of it was fabricated by the police. Leaving aside that 
portion of the evidence for the prosecution, which stated that meetings were held 
at the house of Gulébdds on Ist and 2nd April, at which he advised the people 
assembled to create a disturbance on account of the license-tax against Govern- 
ment or the Government officers, and accused Nos. 2 and 3 supported him; and 
leaving aside also the evidence for the defence showing how much truth there 
was in that assertion, the question arises, why were the three Borah witnesses, 
who were in very poor circumstances and who lived at a long distance from the 
house of Guldbdas, and not even a single person residing in the lane in which 
that house is situated, produced by the prosecution to prove the alleged facts of 
4 meeting held in it, &c. The evidence given by these three witnesses also 
shows that they were tutored to give it, and this conclusion is confirmed by the 
evidence of Mr. Motilél. Some of the witnesses for the prosecution stated in 
the court that they had given false evidence before the committing Magistrate 
at the instigation of Mr. Motildl, as they were afraid of him, for he threatened 
the persons brought before him that, if they did not give evidence against 
Guldbddés he would get up cases against them as rioters, and have them trans- 
ported, as he had done in the case of the nineteen rioters who had been punish- 
ed with transportation. This assertion of these witnesses is strengthened by 
the statement made by Mr. Motilal in his evidence, that he had till then appre- 
hended about one hundred persons in connection with the riot, and that several 
of them had not been placed before a Magistrate, and several others had been 
released by him on bail on his own authority. The defence contended that as 
Mr. Motilél had with him several blank warrants bearing his signature, and that 
the names of those persons who refused to give such evidence as wanted by him 
were filled in them and they were imprisoned. This contention is also 
strengthened by the Inspector's evidence. [tis more consistent with reason to 
draw from the replies given by him when asked in the court about the seven 
warrants bearing his signature, the inference that the assertion made about 
them by the defence was more true than it was false. The above two conspi- 


cuous facts prove the statement the Arwnodaya made in its last issue, that the 
case against the six accused was fabricated by the police, and the sin of the 
fabrication lay solely on its shoulders. The Arunodoya also considers that the 
Chief Justice made a mistake in refusing to receive in evidence the blank war- 


rants produced at the enquiry on the application of the accused to get their case 
tried by the High Court, unless the applicants proved that they had come into 
their possession by right means. It promises to give its reasons for thinking 
80, on a future convenient occasion. 


The same says that several times there eee in the Tanna he _ one 

“ a ear as many murders as are perpetrated within the 

BP yy onset eh nce Seias period “ef time in the whole of the Bengal Presi- 

the crime of murder in the dency. It attributes the large increase of this serious 

ae a a eg crime to the use of spirituous liquors by the people 

sures to prevent their use. Of this Zilla, and requests Government to adopt mea- 
5 sures to prevent their use. | 


The Belgaum Samdchdr (14) of the 7th October, in a léader, headed, ‘‘ Cabul 
affairs,” is of opinion that the Amir must be already 
ee ee the refusal — of me Fag re the English Government, 
e receive an and how lately England made preparations for war 
Tr aaaie in the partition ot With Russia with the greatest rapidity, and how the 
his country between Great latter power was obliged to recede and yield all that 
Britain and Russia. England wanted. Should the extraordinary success 
: of Russia in her late war with Turkey lead the Amir 
to imagine that she is invincible, he will find himself mistaken. The very 
success has resulted in her resources being crippled both in men and money, 
and there is now no strength left in her; and it is, therefore, very unlikely that, 


she would undertake warlike operations in a distant country in order to help 
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the Amir. The outcome of this contest will, therefore, be that Great Britain 
and Russia will come to an understanding, and will partition the country 
between themselves, and will afterwards enter into a treaty in solemn congress. 
No other result appears probable. 


The Kashta Wildsini “ ) of the Sth October states that Khandesh has 
, uring the last six years become utterly impoverished ; 
Says that the Bombay but notwithstanding, the license-tax has levied. 
ee should ask the with as much rigour as possible, and a sum of Rs. 
yovernment of India to remit ‘ ; | 
the license-tax until the con. 1,640,881 has been collected. The immediate agency 
dition of the people of Khan- employed in the collection has, of course, been exempt- 
desh improves. ed from the tax; while the higher directing powers, 
who roll in wealth, share in the same exemption also. 
It, therefore, behoves the latter to bring the real state of that district to the 
notice of the Government of India, and requests the same high authority to cause 
the money to be returned to those who have paid it, and declare the district 
free from the tax until its condition improves. 


The same, in a somewhat incoherent article, states that it appears from the 
Subodha Patriké (11) that His Excellency the Gov- 
Makes sundry observations. ernor is about to visit Satara, and that in anticipation 
z the movements of His of that event the police have already removed the 
xcellency the Governor, . . : 
the visit of the Prince of POVerty-stricken people from that station. When 
Wales, and the license-tax. formerly during the height of the famine the Viceroy 
visited Poona, the police took similar measures to 
remove even by administering stripes all the beggars to Dhankawadi, in order to 
make it appear to His Excellency that famine had abated. That the Hinus are 
very simple would appear from the following facts :—When the Prince of Wales 
visited India, the inhabitants everywhere whitewashed and lighted their 
houses, and although many had even nothing to eat, appeared respectable in 
borrowed costume, in order to please and gratify the future Lord of India. But 
this exhibition of their simplicity, was taken as an indication of wealth, and new 
taxes have been imposed until the whole country has suffered beyond endurance. 
If the lower officials will not acquaint the higher authorities with the real state 
of things, then how is it possible that the grievances of the poor could be re- 
dressed? It is said that this Government declared that.there was no famine in 
Dharwar in opposition to facts known to the people. It is, therefore, the more 
incumbent to make as great an effort as possible to induce this Government to 
view the condition of the people with compassion. If the Government of 
Bombay know the real state of things it might recommend to the Government of 
India to exempt the impoverished people of this Presidency from the license- 
tax. His Excellency the Governor bears the good repute of being wise to 
consider the time and circumstances of doing this. 


The Karnétak Wartika (32) of the 6th October, also has a leader on the 
Makes some cheervations C28 Of the two Editors and four others of Surat, who 
on the case of thetwo native Were charged with having incited the late riot in that 
Editors and four others of town, but who were declared by Mr. Judge Pollen 
Surat charged with having not guilty. ‘‘ About six or seven months have passed 
ong the recent riot in that over the riot which took place at Surat. The people 
of it being unable to pay the license-tax, they first 

raised a quarrel with its Municipal officers. The Collector and the Superin- 
tendent of Police went to the assistance of the latter, and they too were beaten 
by the people according to their ability. This increased the dispute. On the 
day of the riot two persons were wounded by the militaries, and were in danger 
of losing their lives. Afterwards two or three bands (of rioters) were apprehend- 
ed one after another. Fora good number of days the farce of an enquiry into 
their cases went on, and most of them were sent to prison. Most persons 
thought the justice done was deserved by the folly committed by the people of 


Bee Dn aR aad 


Surat, and the affair had ended. But our Bombay Government was provoked 
and the bile rose to its head. Its desire to take revenge was not satisfied by 
what had already taken place. Sir Richard Temple and His Councillors did 
not think that the unjust nature of the license-tax had so much provoked the 
people of Surat. They thought that the people had no complaint against this 
tax, and that some designing persons had raised this quarrel by ineiting igno- 
rant traders of the place. ‘The readers will be desirous to know how the secret 
news of which there was not a vestige in the town of Surat, went suddenly to 
the Bombay Council Hall which is situated at a distance of hundreds of miles 
from that town. They (the readers) are informed that Sir Richard Temple has 
kept some Karna “ pishdchya” (demons capable of being bound by a Mantra (in- 
cantation) and forced to communicate by whispering in the ear the affairs of 
people). ‘‘ The way in which these demons communicate the news is that, 
when His Excellency goes to sleep these talkative (?) informers, the attendants 
of Nath (the god Shiwa ?) suddenly a ig and, not letting His Excellency 
-himself know about themselves, put into his head fresh and beloved news. The 
next morning no sooner does His Excellency rise from his bed than a large 
crowd of new information, new ideas, and new thoughts which have occupied 
every part of his head, appear at one and the same time to his sight. Is there 
any necessity for knowing by a person who achieved so much merit in his 
former life, the secret news (thoughts?) in the minds of the people of Surat ? 
His Excellency learnt all the rough account, and standing behind the curtain, 
sent immediately an order to the District Magistrate of Surat to apprehend and 
punish the raneale who had incited the riot. It is plain that after this the case 
went on in the regular way.” The Wértika then states that Mr. Scannell 
entrusted the case to Mr. Motilal who (ironically observes it) is an able, honest 
and trustworthy gentleman; Mr. Grey, the late Collector of Surat, has given 
him a capital certificate praising him for his good qualities. At the trial the 
Judge asked for this paper to have a look at it ; but being an important State 
document the officer who had it in his custody, was compelled to keep it secret. 
Mr. Seannell also got Mr. Gajdnan, the gentleman who achieved great and un- 
alloyed renown in the Baroda case, and obtained indms for his services, to conduct 
the enquiry with Mr. Motilal. It is a wonder that such able persons could not 
do much for one month. However,on the 10th May, a holiday, there was a 
public gathering, and Mr. Motildl’s detectives heard there people freely talking 
about the parts they acted in the recent riot,—a thing unusual for a town like 
that of Surat. The detectives immediately apprehended the criminals, and 
filled the house of Mr. Motil4l with them. And then commenced the reign of 
Tippoo Sultan. To carry out the wishes of the Bombay Government, Mr. 
Scannell selected with great cleverness and with the help of Mr. Motilal the six 
accused. In this case the original object of Government was to prove that the 
distasteful license-tax was not an unjust imposition, by punishing the persons 
who had incited and misled the peo . But as there were two somewhat well 
known Editors among’ the aseaiail, the Government officers were glad that a 
good opportunity had presented itself to prove the necessity of the new Verna- 
cular Pread Act. The six accused were gentlemen of great respectability. 
‘Their character was injured. They suffered miseries in prison for 4} meer | 

though they were innocent. They had to spend a large amount of money to 
defend themselves. They could not carry on their usual avocations during 
that time. Who is responsible for all these losses? It seems Government 
ought to make some compensation to them for all this. Mr. Judge Pollen 
deserves the highest praise and the great gratitude of the people for paying no 
attention to the great trouble taken in giving a shape to this case, to the im- 
portant objects to be achieved, and to the big officers of Government having 
girded up their loins, and for doing pure justice. The reason of the renown of 
British justice in India becoming immortal is that, from time to time one officer 
of Government boldly corrects the errors committed by another officer. 
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The same in referring tothe report that the British Government doesnot wish 
| __ to engage at onee in a war with Afganistan, and that 
Piles, es that a war with it simply wants to occupy for the present the Bolan 
Afganistan should be avoided | “i es $ 
as far as possible, andexhorts 0d the Khyber passes, observes that it is mot proper 
Lord Beaconsfield to assist even to do the latter act at once. It would not be 
‘India in’ her present difficult- right to attack any portion of the Afgan territory 
— English counsel and without first ascertaining that the Amir’s officer at 
master’s permission. There is reason to suppose that he had no such permission. 
The Amir did not know on the day of the occurrence of the incident at Alli 
Masjid that the British Envoy was coming to him. The best course for the 
present is, that an army should be kept ready on the frontier, to call for an 
explanation from the Amir to be given within a specified time, and to leave 
the decision as to what is to be done to the nature of the reply which will be 
received from him. Government should pay due attention to the reasons given 
by the Statesman to avoid a war with him as far as possible, India has been of 
late a victim to the calamity of the frequently-recurring famine, which has 
impoverished her people a great deal, The famine tax has been eaagei im- 
posed and any further taxation at so early a date will make her condition 
opelessly bad. The Wartika is surprized to find that no Cabinet Council was 
held, as it was once intended to be held, to consider the Cabul question, and 
that the Ministers have resolved to leave the Government of India to itself 
to get over the Afganistan difficulty as it thinks best. India is involved in it 
by the machinations of Russia which is an enemy of England. If there was no 
enmity between the last two, India would not have to send an Envoy to Cabul. 
Lord Beaconsfield purposely shoved over to India the danger which loomed 
over him personally (England ?), and earned fetes and titles for himself; and 
when India is favikved, leaves her to the dangers of the calamity, and thinks of 
enjoying ease. Is this treachery or statesmanship ? Lord Beaconsfield ought to 
know that if India is lost England will suffer more than India herself. It is 
highly necessary, therefore, that frequent Cabinet Councils should be held, and 
the way by which India would get over the difficulty should be decided by His 
Lordship. She has no connection whatever with the question, and it is not 
right that she should spend any thing in regard to it. It is just that His Lord- 
ship should assist her with his counsel and his (England’s ?) money. He should 
even come over to this country ; and if he does so, he will surely avoid the war. 
If he succeeds in doing this, he will earn for himself more renown. There is 
no doubt that in the present question there is a trial of His Lordship’s great 
abilities. 
A correspondent ofthe same, in alluding to the Decean Agriculturists’ Debt 
Bill pending before the Bombay Legislative Council, 
Like several native parers observes, like several native papers, that if the measure 
rvneed ves that the Deccan is nassed into a law, it would not be beneficial to 
griculturists’ Debt Bill, if : oo gts 
passed into a law, would not those for whose benefit it is intended. Government 
be beneficial to the ryots. does not lessen a pie of the land assessment, as was 
seen in the last two years’ famine, and exacts it on 
the precise dates of the instalments. The ryots must, under these circumstances, 
resort to the sowkdr or money-lender. Goyernment, therefore, instead of 
thinking of ruining him, ought to grant remissions to them in times of their 
difficulties, or should recover the assessment in arrears by instalments ina certain 


number of years. - If the Bill is enacted into a law the sowkdér would resort to 


various tricks to re-imburse himself. For instance,he would take a bond for 
Rs. 5 on lending to the ryot one rupee only. 


The Guzerat Mitra (46) of the 6th October states that there are some origi- 
nal cases in the Court of the Assistant Judge of Surat, 

ng pe fun on ay dis- of amounts cognizable by a Small Cause Court, and 
pending before the Assistant requests Mr. Pollen to take up and decide them. It 
Jodge tian. <  - kes this request, because if they are decided by 


Alli Masjid stopped the a ess of the Envoy with his 
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him the parties will get the right of an appeal to the High Court; whereas 


if they are disposed of by the Assistant, no special appeal can lie against his 
decisions. : 

A correspondent of the same states that “on the reser. Sa the rains the 

Ab Fa) officials of Kattywar go to Bdéléchdédi and Sachén to 

Complains that the people enjoy the hospitalities of the Jém of Nawanagar. 


in the Nawénagar State suf: ‘This year also a number of them intend going there. 


fer some inconveniences, &e Phe gonsequence (of their going) is that, they ex- 
of scr hed every year to periencerain on the way, and in the interim a tax com- 


Balachédi and Sachén. mences to be levied on the people. A few Pag 

expect to enjoy relief from the famine of the last 

ear; but they will have to suffer privations from weth (forced labor), &c. 

his is a matter which is not approvable as regards the Political (officers ?). 

The poor people of Nawdnagar also have to suffer from the dearness of several 

articles in consequence of the arrival of the European officials. But there is no 
help before authority.” 


The Bombay Samachar (47) of the 9th October in noticing the news that 
fists © the ‘objections this year forty-one students of the Cooper's Hill 
several times taken by itself Engineering College have passed the final examina- 
and most of its native con- tion and have been admitted into the Public Works 
i. ont " ae ' — service of this country, once more raises its voice 
wa tS :SCS*éMGCKn¢' thee existence of this institution. This subject 
| has been broached by the Saméchér itself, and a large 
number of its native contemporaries many times, and their observations have 
been noticed more or less fully on several occasions in the weekly summaries, 
and, therefore, they do not seem to deserve any further notice in this place. 


The same of the 11th October states that severe notice has been taken by 

an Anglo-Indian paper of the conduct of the students 

Notices the report that the of the Deccan College who were invited by His Excel- 
students of the Deccan Col- Jency the Governor to an evening party. ‘They are 


a! ai a said to, have committed two offences against good 


the evening party given by Manners, viz., that they preferred wine to ice-cream, 
His Excellency the Governor, and, secondly, they showed an ignorance of how to 
eens yg oe on conduct themselves in the company they moved on 
of their education. They have that evening. In the first place, it 1s against good 
had no education in good taste to make a jest of persons invited, and it would 
manners and morality, and be better to overlook their shortcomings, if it can be 
this defect should be reme- done, (pr, if e's notice is taken of them, it should be 
m 


ak be ain | 
a, who Ste ast sie ane done in very terms. However, if the students 


training in these subjects. have really committed the faults of which they are 
accused, they deserve censure. If the natives learn 
to use liquor in their attempt to adopt European civilization, their conduct must 
be condemned as despicable ; and if educated natives do so, it is a disgrace to 
their good education. As tothe complaint that the students did not act proper! 
on that occasion, it may be observed that fault ought to be found not with their 
character, but with their ignorance of European manners. There is a vast 


difference between the manners and customs of Europeans and those of natives, 


and in several instances they are opposed to each other and offensive to either 
party. The blame of the ignorance of the students, however, is chargeable to 
the account of those who are educating them. Good manners are a principal 
and important part of education, and the cause of educated natives rae 0 
rant of them is, that this important branch is ignored by the Educational Depart- 
ment. Neither in private institutions nor in Government. schools and i 
the students are made to read works treating of good manners nor are they 
taught about them orally. Their ignorance in this matter ought not, therefore, 
to cause surprize. They are also deficient in moral education, because no such 


education is given to them. For this also the Educational Department is 
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responsible. Ifthe Government; Europeans, and intelligent natives wish to keep 
the educated natives free from these faults, good n 
made a part of their education, and should be taught both in private institutions 
and Government schools. 


The Jéme Jamsed (48) of the 11th October, in noticing the astonishing 
ae report which appeared in some Home papers a few 
Contradicts the ‘eport weeks ago that the Mohomedan Princes of India have 
which in some Home . : sf 
pers that the Mohomedan combined together under the leadership of the Amir 
Hitcses of India have com- Of Cabul, and threaten to overturn the British rule m 
bined under the leadership this country, contradicts it most thoroughly. There 
en age of Cabul toover- is no truth in this report and is a mere creation of 
e British rule in this , ed : 
noua. fancy. One or two of these princes are at so great a 
try mcy plea 
distance from the Amir that even if he wished it, he 
could not carry on a correspondence with them. All of them are fully aware 
of the folly of even thinking to overthrow the British rule by combining with 
the Afgan ruler, and that any attempt of the kind on their part is a certain 
ruin of themselves. The Times also makes a mistake about the state of the 


armies of native princes. It calls their forces as very powerful, while they are . 


in fact, composed of a wretched rabble. 


The Rédst Goftér (50) of the 6th October, in a short leader, headed, 
‘“‘Marathé students,” censures the students of the 
Deccan College for holding strong views on political 
ining strong political views, Subjects, and advises them to follow the laudably 
and ativines them to follow moderate opinions of the Poona Sérwaj anik Sabha. 
the laudably moderate opi- Jt hopes that the honor done by His Excellency the 
ne -ag Se Poona Sérwaja- Governor to these stadents by specially inviting them 
¢ to the Government House at Gunesh Khind, will have 

a good effect on this rising young men, and will alter the views entertained by 
them against the British idles aac It has heard with great surprise 
that the objectionable excitement in the Mardth4 part of the Deccan has found 
an entrance into the sacred nurseries of English education, and that it spoils the 
“hepew. Mardthé brains in their very infancy. Not.only in the Deccan College 
ut also in the Elphinstone College there have been successive debating clubs 
of the Mardéthé students, and instances of their talking freely against Govern- 
ment have occurred. The Rdst Goftdr has also heard that under the pretence 
of “ kirtans” political discussions are held at night. It is said the Professors of 
the Colleges have been convinced of this secret excitement. It is hoped that 
this defection has ceased to exist, and that Sir Richard’s kind hospitalities to the 
students and the confidence shown by His Excellency in Mardthdé institutions, 
and particularly the educated people of the Mahérdstra, in his annual excursions, 
will have a good effect on the former, and will point out to the latter that the 
British Government has a claim on their loyalty. Those who assert that not- 


Censures the students of 
the Deccan College for enter- 


withstanding a amount of regard shown to them, the people of Mahdrdstra 
will not be satisfied unless they establish their own rule, do injustice to these 


people. After praising their public spirit in asking from Government the just 
rights of the subjects, and in pointing out the real defects of the rule, and after 
pointing out that these demands should be made in the spirit of the well wishers 
of the Government, the Rést Guftér observes that they make the mistake of 
expressing their political views in such sharp and severe words that strangers 
find reasons to suspect their object. They should copy the moderate course of 
their own Poona Sérwajanik Sabhé, the best political association in the whole of 

India. Its writings are ever spirited, but at the same time full of loyalty. 
The Yajdén Parast (2) of the 6th October is sorry to find that the Bombay 
olunteers Corps has refused to admit the natives to 


Rite Vedundien pred hoes whom His Excellency the Viceroy was gracious 


refused to admit native enough to give permission to become Volunteers. It 


Volunteers into it, and prays sorrowfully attributes this refusal to caste distinction 


Pee oe ee a ee 


manners and morals should be 


~ e “ 
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His Excellency the Viceroy observed by Europeans and to the false pride they 
vag a Native Volunteer foe] in not mixing with the natives. It then asks the 

eae uestion, should not His Excellency the Viceroy raise 
a Native Volunteer Corps ? and answers it by observing that, since European 
Volunteers do not like to admit the natives among them, and the latter have 
come forward to show their great loyalty to their rulers, they ought to get 
from Government the encouragement and praise that can be well given, and a 
Native Volunteer Corps ought to be formed. It is true that there ‘are some 
difficulties in the way of raising such a corps. For instance, it is the rule 
of a volunteer crops that it should select its own officers; and a difficulty 
would be felt in the selection of officers by a native corps. But the same and 
other knotty points can be got over; and the Parast hopes the Viceroy will 
graciously do it. ae ¥ | 


The Loka Mitra (54) of the 6th October, in a leader, headed, “ The Police 
and the Government,” observes that instances are 
Observes that instances of frequently to be met with of the misconduct of the 
misconduct on the part ofthe nolice of some part or other of this country. The 
police of this country fre- ; ‘ ay re 
quently occur; suggests mea- Various kinds of suspicious facts which have come to 
sures for their prevention; light in the recent important trial in connection with 
and requests the Bombay the Surat riot, have attracted to themselves the 
Government to imaugurate attention of the people of Bombay, Guzerat and Katty- 
them by instituting enquiries : “ey 
: to the conduct of the Surat War. The police of Shold4pur had drawn to itself 
police in connection with the similar attention of the people of that town when the 
late Surat trial. case of Mr. Bedford was tried there. About a dozen 
) and a half instances of the police of Bengal having 
exercised tyranny over innocent persons for the purpose of producing false 
evidence, and of its being punished for the same, occurred last year. Govern- 
ment is not unaware of this. It behoves it, therefore, to effect a sweeping 
reform in this important branch of the administration, and to obtain, thereby, 
the: fervid blessings of its subjects, Two means are likely to prevent the 
misconduct which not only creates a difference of opinion between the police 
and the people, but produces a bad effect on the connection existing. between 
them. Government should compel the police to perform its duties properly 
and to improve its objectionable conduct. And, secondly, the authorities 
should express their disapproval of any of its acts which give rise to com- 
plaints against it, and get duly punished the individual officers of it who are 
found guilty. When this is done-people will cease to mix up the name of Gov- 
ernment with the misconduct of the police. Many things connected with the 
Surat police which deserve the attention of Government have come to light in 
the late Surat trial. And it would be well if Government were to inaugurate 
the above suggested course by instituting enquiries into its conduct, and 
particularly into that of Inspector Motil4l, and to adopt the necessary measures 
in regard to it, after Government is convinced of its misconduct. 


The Guzerat Samdchér (65) of the 5th October, but received on the 7th, has 
heard that one Bdéi Manchhd, a resident of the Chhap- 
woman procured abortion gar Street in Sagrémpuré in the town of Surat, re- 


while residing ina house of cently gave a lodging to two persons, who were, it is 
one Bai Manchha, in Chhap- gaid, a father and his daughter. The latter was preg- 


Mentions a report that a 


gar Street. in Sagrampura in 


te ken at Hains. nant and procured abortion in the house of Manchha. 


They have now gone to their village. After their 
departure the residents of the street have fined Manchhé in the sum of Rs. 
2 for her connection in the perpetration of that crime. If this report be true, 
the Samdchdér would warn them not to interfere in such matters. (A correspond- 
ent of the Kdside Mumbai (64) of the 7th October makes a similar statement). 
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Municipalities. 

The Sudarshan (39) of the 5th October, but received on the 7th, suggests 

: . to the Municipality of Sholépur, what it thinks a 

Qe ont Wek of 74 Ekruké better scheme for supplying that town with water 

scheme for a supply of water ) z peer 

in the town of Siolivar, and than the one the Corporation hasin view. It observes 

en wt _ the — that fe the 30th ultimo, uw resolution was passed. cd a 

able | consideration of the general meeting of the Corporation, for bringing the > 
ee mangers d lige yeh , water of the Ekruké tank ike the town, and a survey 
tank at the village of Doddi 12 connection with this scheme has been already com- 
about six miles to the east of menced. But the town is situated on higher ground 
sei town for the water than the tank, and a machine will have to be used to 
a bring the water. This will put the Corporation to a 
permanent expenditure for an engineer. It will also have to pay a certain sum 
to Government for proprietory right, and to undergo other expenses. In 
1876-77 a canal was brought from this tank, and the people had then the ex- 
perience of the machine then employed frequently getting out of order and 
not making a timely supply, though a good deal of money was spent on it. 
The Corporation at one time thought of bringing the water of Rewansiddha 
tank situated to the south of the town within the cantonment limits. It under- 
went some expenses, without previously ascertaining from the cantonment 
authorities whether they would allow the water of the tank to be taken into the 
town. They afterwards refused to permit the water being taken, and the 
money spent was lost. A similar result is likely to take place in regard to the 
Ekruké scheme. It will be better, therefore, to think of another scheme before 
it is too late. The ground to the east of the town is on a higher level, and on 
that side there is a large stream at the village of Doddi, about six miles from 
Sholépur. Ifa store of water is formed there by raising a dam, it would afford 


a large supply of water. The Sudarshan recommends this scheme to the 
favorable consideration of the Corporation. 


Native States. 
The Hitechchhu (45) of Ahmedabad of the 3rd October, but received on 


a ome oe ee ae ee ee ee ee 


In noticing the death of 
Raysinhaji, the adopted son 
and heir to the Jam of Nawa- 
nagar, requests the British 
Government to recognize the 
son of Kalubha, the disinhe- 
rited son of the Jam as the 
heir to the Nawanagar gadi. 


the 6th, in a leader, headed, “ The death of the new 
heir tothe Jém of Nawdnagar, and the opportunity 
presented for the correction of its mistake by the 
British Government,” states that Réysinhaji, the child 
recently adopted by the Jdém as his heir, has died, and 
prays the British Government to recognise the son of 
Kalubha, the disinherited son of the Jam, as the heir 


apparent to the Nawdnagar gddi. The Aitechhu 
alludes to the illegitimate birth of Kélubhé, his recognition as heir to the Jaém 


by Lord Northbrook’s Government, his enemies having charged him with mak- 
ing an attempt to poison his father, their having succeeded in inducing the weak 
minded Jd4m to prefer a complaint against him, bis being disinherited of his 
right to his father’s gadi by the British Government, without granting him an 
opportunity to make a defence of the charges brought against him,—matters 
which have been more than once noticed in these summaries more fully. The 
charge against K4lubhaé was a pure falsehood ; and yet after his disinheritance, 
his son, who was born to him after his recognition as heir apparent, and who 
is the legal heir of the Jém, was virtually disinherited with his father, and the 
deceased Réysinhaji, the son of Jélamsinhaji a Bhdyat of the Jam, was recognized 
as heir to the Nawanagar gadi. The writer calls that recognition a mistake, 
and requests the British Government to recognize Kalubha’s son as heir to the 
Jim. The writer charges Mr. Kharkar, the Diwd4n of Nawdnagar, with un- 
gratefully bringing about the ruin of Kélubhdé. (The Guzerat Saméchdr (65) of 
the 5th October, but received on the 7th, expresses somewhat similar sentiments. 


G.W. KURKARAY,: \. 
Reporter on the Native Press, 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
| Poona, 15th October 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 14th October, in an article, headed, ‘ The 
— Mysore State,” after alluding to the annexation policy 
age a" mae Mesore Of Lord Dalhousie, and to its subsequent reversal on 
that the British Government ‘he assumption of the Sovereignty of India by Her 
intends, on the occasion of the Majesty the Queen, and the practical confirmation 
formal restoration to the R4jé which that reversal received by the decision of Parlia- 
of his territory as determined ment to restore Mysore to the adopted son of Rajé 
by Parliament in 1867, to i niahnark; . ee " biaetie: be 
retain the Districts of Banga. Krishnardj, remarks on the excessive severity of the 
lore and Kolar, in satisface famine which prevailed in that province during the 
tion of the loan of seventy last two years, and observes that in consequence of 
lacs granted to that State,and it the revenue from all sources has considerably dimi- 
expresses a hope that this —.. ee ‘Sa 
ait wank bo donk. nished, while the expenditure for the same reason has 
immensely increased. In the beginning of 1871 there 
was a balance in the State treasury of 65 lacs. Not only has this large sum been 
swept away, but the State has had to borrow seventy lacs from the British Gov- 
ernment, in order to meet the extraordinary famine expenditure. Itis rumoured 
in Mysore that on the occasion of the formal restoration of the territory to its 
acknowledged ruler in. 1880, the British Government intends retaining the 
Districts of Bangalore and Kolar in satisfaction of the above sum. The Indu 
Prakash hopes that there is no truth in this rumour, and believes that such an 
act on the part of the British Government will not meet with the approval of 
any. It, therefore, trusts that the British Government will not act with undue 
haste in this matter. (The Kiran (9) of the 13th October, in a leader, relating 
to the same subject, gives expression to similar views, and adds that the British 
Government could get itself paid by diminishing the expenditure. This, the 
Kiran conceives, could be done by employing the cheaper native agency). 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 13th October, in an article on the Vernacular 
Press Act Amendment Bill, remarks that there was 

Says that the Vernacular no necessity for passing the Vernacular Press Act, and 
UF syed mand ~— aa he yes believes that such is the substance of the various peti- 
en es done, then the tions which have reached Government, and the opinion 


offences cognizable bythisAct of those who have advocated the cause of the verna- 


should be confined to treason ular press. The Opinion, therefore, hopes that the - 


only; and that all other | : 
ices sould Tis camable of Act may be altogether repealed, and suggests that if 


being dealt with in a court this cannot be done, then the offences cognizable by 
of law, and not by the execu. this Act should be confined to treasonable offences 
tive officers of Government. only, and that all other offences should be left to be 

dealt with according to existing Jaw ; and that offences 
under this Act should be capable of being tried solely in a court of law. The 
above request, the Opinion observes, is both just and reasonable. Whatever 
suspicious circumstances led Government to the passing of this Act with undue 
haste, have by subsequent events been shown to be utterly futile and nugatory, 
and, therefore, it could, without any loss of self-respect, recede from the posi- 
tion it has taken up, and adopt a decided line of policy as indicated above. It 
is clear to all from the criminal cases of Dewey, Bedford, and the Surat Editors, 
that if the same cases were tried by the executive officers of Government and 
in a court of law, the conclusions arrived at would be usually different. The 
Railway Commission and His Excellency the Governor in Council are of 
opinion that both Dewey and Bedford are fully guilty of the charges brought 
against them; but the High Court takes a diametrically opposite view. In the 
same manner, the Surat Editors are guilty of treason according to Government ; 
but they have been proved to be not guilty in a court of law. Why, therefore, 
should newspaper Editors be taken away from the jurisdiction of courts of law 
and be han ad 


over to the executive officers of Government? Why ‘should _ 
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there be this distinction, and why should strict surveillance be observed towards 
_ one class of subjects? Has Government lost confidence in its own law courts, 
and is it afraid of leaving justice to be administered in the usual way? Many 
such and other questions suggest themselves. (‘The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 


14th October, in a leader relating to the same subject, gives 


similar views). 


expression to 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 14th October, in an article, headed, ‘‘ Recom- 


Says that the prospects of 
educated natives have been 
blighted by the preference 
which is given to Kuropeans 
and Eurasians over the natives 
in making public appoint- 
ments, and offers some sugges- 
tions on the subject. 


mendations to the Educational Committee,” states that 


although the cost of education has in every way in- 


creased, yet the prospects of educated men of getting 
suitable employment have not only not improved, 
but have changed for the worse. And this has 
happened not on account of the paucity of appoint- 
ments, but on account of the preference which is in- 


variably given to Europeans and Eurasians in the 
various departments of Government. This state of things has attracted the 
notice even of Government, as is evident from the fact of its having appointed 
a committee to report on the subject. ‘l’o this committee the following sugges- 
tions are offered for consideration. In the first place, the rates of school-fees 
should be reduced to their former amount; and, secondly, a form containing 
the names of candidates who have qualified themselves by passing the necessary 
examination, should be communicated to all heads of. departments, and strict 
orders should be issued that employment should be given to those only whose 
names appear in the form. ‘This system of making appointments is already in 
vogue in the Judicial Department, and to it is to he attributed the improvement 
which has taken place in the administration of justice. | 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 9th October, but received on the 14th, ii 
an article, headed, ‘‘ The new license-tax and our 
officials,’ quotes from the letter of a correspondent at 
Isl4mpur as follows :—‘‘ Much dissatisfaction prevails 
here on account of the arbitrary manner in which the 
incomes of the people liable to this tax have been 
‘assessed. It appears that a person with an annual in- 
come of Rs. 100 has been assessed as if his income 
was Rs. 500 per annum, and a man with an annual 
income of Rs. 100 has been assessed as if his income was only Rs. 50, ‘and 

people who ought to be exempted altogether have been brought within the 
pale of the tax. The villagers are willing to pay what is due; but their 
only prayer is that great discretion may be exercised in selecting those who are 
liable to the tax. Various petitions of appeal have been addressed to Mr. Shewan ; 
but, from the replies received, there does not appear to be much chance of their 
being attended to. Falling as this tax does on only a portion of the population, 
and there being every likelihood of its being made permanent, it behoves Gov- 
ernment to exercise more than ordinary care in levying it.” 


A person signing himself ‘* A well-wisher of the world,” in a letter to the 
: Editor of the same (Bodha Sudhékar), admits that the 
wretched condition of the agricultural population of 
Mahdrdshtra is attributable in some degree to the 
influence of their sowkdrs; but at the same. time, 
contends that the heaviness of the land assessment 
plays amuch more important part in increasing that 
wretchedness. Because, it is for the payment of that 
; | assessment that the ryots are obliged to seek the 
assistance of the sowkdrs. If this be not allowed, then it is quite clear that in 
bringing forward the remedial measures which are now before the Legislativ 
Council, Government has taken a one-sided view of the subject, and | 
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Says that the hcense-tax 
has been levied in an arbitrary 
manner, and suggests that 
Government should exercise 
more than ordinary care im 
levying it, inasmuch as it 
falls only on a portion of the 
population. 


Says that in fixing Govern- 
ment assessment on land, a 
sufficient allowance should be 
made for the expenses of cul- 
tivation and the loss which 
the ryot may suffer on account 
of a scanty or an over-abund- 
ant rain-fall. 


- 


altogether failed to get to the bottom of the matter. A suggestion is, therefore, 
offered that in fixing the Government assessment on land, due allowance should 
be made for the expenses of cultivation, and a sufficient amount should be deduct- 
ed for the loss which the ryot may suffer on account of a scanty or an over- 
abundant rain-fall. 


The Kiran (9) of the 13th October, attributes the wretched condition of the 
agricultural population of Mahdrashtra to the fact that 
whatever little produce is raised from land has to be 
sold to pay the Government assessment, and nothing 
remains to the indigent ryots. Even the land has 
diminished in fertility, and to increase it, it requires 
manure. But manure requires money, and whénce 
can the penniless ryot get it? Now, the absence of a permanent settlement is 
the sole cause of all these evils. Ifthe ryot by his own unassisted labor or by 
the expenditure of capital, increases the fertility of the land, that increase will 
be claimed by Government at the beginning of the new settlement. But 
it may be urged that, although there is no permanent settlement of the land 
revenue, yet during the time that the settlement lasts, usually for thirty years, no 
change is made in the assessment. ‘To this it is a sufficient reply that, although 
the ryot may for some years share the increased production resulting from his 
own exertions or from the application of capital, still there is always the risk of 
his losing the fruit of his exertions by the enhancement of the assessment at the 
new settlement. All this can be avoided by the introduction of a permanent 
settlement. The ryot will then feel that he has a lasting interest in his land, 
and that any profit which may accrue from increased fertility will be entirely 


Attributes the wretched 
condition of the agricultural 
population of Maharashtra to 
the absence of a permanent 
settlement. | 


enjoyed by him. If it should be contended that. by the introduction of a per- 
manent settlement Government for ever foregoes any increase of revenue from 
that source, it is a sufficient answer to this that the immense difficulty which is 
now experienced in —— 


revenue from land will be avoided, and there 
will be httle or no fear of any land going out of cultivation. On the contrary, 
the cultivator will feel a permanent interest in his holding, and will, therefore, 
exert himself to the utmost to increase its fertility ; and the savings effected 
by the abolition of the vast survéy establishments will be a positive gain to 
Government. 


The same, in an article, headed, “‘ The European Colonization of India,” 
remarks that in former days the introduction of an 


Ironically remarks that 
the colonization of India by 
Europeans, though apparently 
an indication of trust in the 
natives, is, in reality, a means 
of saddling India with the 
support of the old and decre- 
pit population of England. 


more than ordinary inter 


_in Indian affairs. 


est. 


Indian subject in Parliament was the signal for mem- 
bers to depart ; but that it is a source of great congra- 
tulation to all, that the evil eye which the Russians 
have been casting on India for some time op has 
been the means of creating an interest in England 
Among the many Indian subjects 
which are at present discussed in England, the 
colonization of this country by Englishmen has excited 
General Macmurdo in a debate in the House of 


Commons, is reported to have said that India was badly governed by the East 
India Company, and that that body had no other end in view but that of keep- 
ing the country under its sway. All this has, however, changed since the 
ee of the Sovereignty by the Queen. Now there is complete freedom 


of tra 


e, and the country in all directions is intersected by railways and electric 


telegraphs, and even education has received a strong impetus. All these facili- 
ties have rendered the colonization of India by Europeans more easy and safe 
than before. This view of General Macmurdo has not been generally acquies- 
ced in, but some are of opinion that old and pensioned soldiers should be allowed. 
every facility to go out and settle in India. From these considerations it must 
be a source of great satisfaction to every one that the want of trust which our 
rulers have hitherto shown in us is now on the point of disappearing, as is” 


‘e 


= 


ai 
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apparent from their determination to saddle India with the support of their old 

and decrepit population and make them sharers in our scanty meal. For these 
blessings we cannot but feel grateful to our well-wishers, the English people. 
In remote times, owing to the uncivilized state of the natives of India, other 
nations hesitated to settle in our midst ; but English education has softened our 
nature and made us more docile than formerly. ‘That the rulers of India may 

so continue to place their confidence, and that that confidence may ever be on 

the increase is the fervent prayer of every native of India. 


The Jagan Mitra (18) of the 15th October, states that it appears from the 

Dnydn Bodhak (44) of Dharwar, that a certain postal 

_ Suggests that proper secu- runner in going from Lakhmeshwar to Annegiri, is 
des. tua ae as aoe said to have disappeared altogether, and his where- 
as ‘hen S*StsS:S~Ssé«S ott: haves not been discovered. It is said that he 
had in his possession a considerable number of regis- 

tered letters containing money. The Jagan Mitra, therefore, suggests that in 
order to guard against any loss which may be incurred in remitting money 
through the post office, the postal authorities should, before employing runners, 


take adequate security from them for the proper performance of their duties. 


The Belgaum Samdéchdr (14) of the 14th October, in a leader, headed, “ The 
Surat trial, and an attack on freedom,” says that 
Considers that the liberty the liberty which the natives generally enjoy under 


which the nativesenjoy under tho British Government is viewed with disfavor by 
thé British rule is looked 


“4 disfavor by the the present race of officials in high positions, and, 

pau vo of high officials, hence, dislike is shown bY them towards persons 
following independent professions. It is, therefore, 

with great delight that the Samdchdr hails the acquittal of the six accused; for, 
had the result been otherwise, similar prosecutions would have been started all 
over the country in the same reckless and frivolous manner. Independent profes- 
sional men have enemies everywhere; and should an opportunity present itself, » 
a gentleman bearing the prefix of honourable could always be found to give 
evidence without the least hesitation. The conduct of Mr. Pollen as a Judge 
cannot be adequately praised ; but it is to be regretted that he did not notice 


with becoming severity the personal and mental indignities which the folice 
inflicted on the accused. 


The Kashta Wildsini (27) of the 15th October, quotes the following para. 
ae from the Bodha Sudhdkar (6) :—‘‘ Satara—The Mém- 
a a hotiees home pe ledar advised the traders of this place not to make a 
the heaviness of taxes and C°™plaint about the tax to His Excellency the Gov- 
impoverishment of India. ernor who would (soon) visit it, to send on some of 
their leaders, &c.,”’ and makes in its usual involved, 
indistinct and incoherent style the following observations with regard to it :— 
“ Why should we not please His Excellency the, Governor by saying that we 
are quite content, and that all the taxes imposed on us are for our benefit, if 
there is no advantage in complaining that we have been Figs over? It 
is, however, worth considering by all the people of India, that every thing 
which India possessed has been collected and taken away, and the same course 
still continues; and asthe owner of a sugar-cane mill puts the cane into the 
mill, extracts all the juice from it, and then says that it produced very little, 
so it is happening (here). Its consequences may incline to any Dharmashastra. 

- It is Shri Guru’s pleasure.” 


The Gangé Lahari (40) the 11th October, but received on the 14th, after 
bestowing the usual praise on the British Government 
Complains against the con- for its undoubted superiority over the former Govern- 
duet of the police towards the “ments of this country, under which murder, rapine, 
ane od, mle measures Plunder and general insecurity prevailed, in restoring 
for its correction. eace and general security to the people, and esta- 
. lishing the means of obtaining justice, and after 
3nP19—10 [con 426} us 
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observing that this change of Government has taken place by the kindness of 
Providence, observes that the police has, undoubtedly, considerably reduced the 
number of murders, thefts and other crimes which formerly harassed the country, 
-and has, thereby, given a good deal of happiness to the people. But some of 
the officers of that department exercise considerable tyranny over the people. 
If a respectable person is taken up on suspicion, he is disgraced by putting 
handcuffs upon him and by carrying him through populous roads. He is also 
subjected to various tortures to make him confess the crime of which he is 


suspected. Thus, the unfortunate fellow loses his character, though he is often 


ultimately declared not guilty of the charge brought against him. One feels 
ashamed to speak of the tyranny practised upon women. Several accused have 
died in consequence of the tyrannies practised upon them by the police. 
Though the tyrants have been punished for their wrong acts, the tyrannies still 
continue to be practised. Notwithstanding this, it is strange that Government 
does not devote its attention to this great evil. Of late some three or four 
cases of police tyrannies have made a great noise among the people. In the 
Surat trial of a Wakil and five others, it has been found that the police got up 
the case. From the Kalpataru (17) of Sholdpur, it appears that the police of that 
place openly practises tyranny. A respectable person of that town is about to 
file a complaint for wrongful conduct adopted towards him. Another person 
has already complained of wrongful restraint put upon him by three policemen. 
These cases make it incumbent on the parental Government to enquire into the 
conduct of the police towards the people and to put a stop to its tyrannies. 


A correspondent of the Dnydén Bodhak (44) of the 14th October, states 

: that the Civil Hospital at Dharwar is more than a 

Suggests that a dispensary ile and a half from the city, and that on account of 
may be established in the . ‘ ; 

midst of the town of Dhar. its great distance, the poor people suffer great incon- 

war, and that the nece venience in obtaining medicines and medical aid. He, 

expenditure may be met from therefore, trusts that the Collector of that district will 

pF gan and the municipal he good enough to cause a egeereiet to be esta- 

blished in the heart of the town, and believes that by 

his so doing he will confer a great boon on the community. ‘The correspond- 

ent further suggests that the necessary expenditure may be met from the local 

as well as the municipal funds, as is done in Poona, Sholdpur, Satara and other 

towns. , 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad, of the 10th October, but received on 
the 13th, states that a correspondent complains that 


Complains that some of the 
people of Modasa have been 
over-assessed, some under-as- 


sessed, and others have es- | 


caped assessment under the 
license-tax. 


the authorities have not made proper enquiries before 
imposing assessment under the license-tax in Modasa. 
Several poor people have been over-assessed, while 
several others have been under-assessed and a few have 
escaped the assessment altogether. The Aitechchhu 
requests that due enquiries be made in regard to this 
complaint. , 


Thr Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 6th October, contains an article, headed, * Is 


Remarks that there exists 
a difference of opinion as to 
the very old practice in this 
country of closing shops and 
business on occasions of un- 
usually great political revolu- 
tions or. of great public dis- 
tress and sorrow, being a 
crime, and that there is no 


law expressly declaring it to 


be so; and observes that if it 
breaks the public peace, and 
Government cannot bear to 


it a crime to close shops and suspend business in a 
hazdr ?,” which is concluded in its issue of the 13th 
idem. It alludes to the closing of their shops and 
places of business by the traders of Surat before the 
recent riot in that town, and to the committal of two 
grain-brokers to the court of Session, on a charge of 
inciting the traders to close their shops; and observes 
that it does not appear from the reasons given by the 
committing Magistrate for the committal, nor from 


Mr. Judge Pollen’s judgment in the Surat trial, whether 
it 1s @ crime to close shops and business, and whether - 


there is any law making it a criminal act. While the 
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see such an effect proceeding enquiry into the case of the two native Editors and. 
from it, #6 is bestor to pass ® four others was going on before Mr. Lely, the com- 

seger reat ' mitting Magistrate, he expressed his opinion in plain 
words that it was not a-crime to close shops and places of business. Mr. 
Ollivant, the Assistant Collector, also expressed before Mr. Pollen the same 
opinion. Mr. Scannell, the Superintendent of Police, however, expressed a 
different opinion. He said that it must be considered a crime, since it breaks 


the public peace, or raises a probability of the same effect following from it. — 
Thus, while the learned officers of Government differ in their opinion, it is not 


reasonable to expect the ignorant and illiterate shop-keepers to understand the 
nicities and the right version in regard to this disputed question. The Mitra 
does not mean by the above that it approves of closing shops and business by 
the dealers. It simply wants to show that through ignorance they do not 
understand that this very old practice which used to be brought into force on 
occasions of unusually great political resolutions or of great public distress and 
sorrow, is a crime, and that there is no law expressly declaring it to be so. 
Though this practice is of long standing, if it breaks the public peace in our times, 
and Government cannot bear that such an effect should be produced by it, it is 
better to declare it a crime by an express enactment. 


The Bombay Samachar (48) of the 12th October, but received on the 14th, in 
noticing the report for the last year on the charitable 

Requests Government to medical dispensaries of this Presidency, observes that, 
increase the number of the considering the extent and the population of it, the 


charitable medical dispensa- . ; : : ’ 
sles th thie Preaidency’tor the medical aid provided for the people is comparatively 


very little. There are 46 civil hospitals and 130 
puorigptier tag, wird charitable dispensaries in this Reeddeser, which is 
isting are few in number, nearly two lacs of square miles in extent, and contains 
race: ang to the extent of o population of about two and half krors of souls. 

ry and the number of Abnak tec | F ahi cend | ee pte th 

the population for which they ut two lacs of patients only received aid from the 
are provided. hospitals and the dispensaries during the year. The 

eople of the cities and towns where the hospitals are 
mostly situated, do not feel much the want of medical aid ; but the people of the 
districts feel it most. Government supports only eight dispensaries completely, 
while the remaining are maintained with the joint aid from Government and 
private persons; and, hence, it will not be wrong to request Government to 
increase the number of these institutions for the benefit of the people of the dis- 
tricts. The attention of Government has been frequently drawn to this great 
want, both by the people here and in England. 


The same of the 15th October is much gratified to learn that the Honour- 


able Mr. Eden has satisfactorily answered a complaint 
Is much gratified to find 


that His Honor the Lieate- 
nant-Governor of Bengal has 
given a@ satisfactory reply to 
the observation of a Collector 
in Bengal, that young natives 
possessing insufficient know- 
ledge of English blame Gov- 
ernment and produce a bad 
effect on the minds of the 
people when they cannot get 
employment in Government 

ice; also highly approves 
of His Honor’s suggestion 
that native students should 
be well grounded in a know- 
tedge of their vernaculars, 
before they are allowed to 
commence a study of English ; 


made by a Collector in Bengal, that in his Zilla there is 
a large number of young men, who know only broken 
English and spend their time in search of employment 
under Government, and when they do not succeed, 
unjustly blame Government, and, thereby, produce 
a bad effect on the minds of the people around them. 
This representation has, probably, proceeded from a 
desire to discourage the spread of English education 
which seyeral officers of Government. in Bengal are 
known to entertain. Bat, His Honor the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has given an appropriate reply to the 
observations of the Collector by observing that such a 
state of things, which is a probable result of the exist- 
ing circumstances, cannot long continue, and the 


young men will soon settle themselves in the occupa- 
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tions of their ancestors, or will find new employments. 
His Honor has also made a very appropriate sugges- 
tion in the matter of the education of the natives. In 
Bengal and other Presidencies education in English is 
commenced before the students are well grounded in a knowledge of their own 
vernaculars. Several of them leave off learning English before passing the Matri- 
culation Examination, and, consequently, have an imperfect knowledge of that 


and recommends its adoption 
by the Mducational Depart- 
ments of the other Presiden- 
cies and administrations. 


language, as well of the vernaculars. ‘I‘heir defective education makes them 
Honor suggests that every - 


defective in judgment and general intelligence. His 
student should be well grounded in the knowledge of his own vernacular before 
he is allowed to commence the study of English. Thissuggestion is very good, 
and ought to be adopted by the Educational Departments of the other eteg 


dencies and administrations. — 


The same in noticing the statement made by an Anglo-Indian paper that, 


Notices the report that 
native engine-drivers and 
guards on the railway line 
between the North-West 
frontier and Allahabad have 
been replaced by Europeans, 
and observes that if it be 
true, the authorities concerned 
have not done well, as such 
& distrust of natives who do 
not deserve it, ought not to 
be shown. 


in consequence of the war preparations going on on 
the North-West frontier, all native engine-drivers and 
guards on the line between it and Allahabad, have 
been taken away, and their places have been supplied 
with Europeans, observes that if this news be true, it 
must be a result of the belief on the part of the 
persons concerned, either that the natives are not 
able to discharge their duties properly in such times, 
or that they may fail m thei loyalty to the Govern- 
ment: Either of their beliefs is false. They are 
both able and loyal under all kinds of circumstances, 


and it is a mistake to doubt this. If a distrust of the natives is shown by 
depriving them of the posts they hold even on the first signs of a war, the same 
is sure to be viewed with displeasure by them. The authorities ought to take 
due precautions to prevent such an effect being produced. (The Akhbdre 
Sowddgar- (50) of the 17th October also expresses its disapproval of the dis- 
placement of the native engine-drivers and guards.) 

The same of the 16th October is exceedingly gratified to learn that His 
Excellency Sir Richard Temple is about to introduce 
agricultural education in this Presidency, and observes 
that, if he does so, he will be entitled to the perma- 
nent gratitude of the people over whom he rules. 
After praising His Excellency for his great ability to 
draw into light the suppressed virtues of the subjects, 
and to give them an impetus in the direction of pro- 
gress, and after gratefully alluding to His Excellency pointing out to young 
natives the great necessity of their receiving a practical education, the Saméchdr 
says that it has heard that Sir Richard proposes to introduee agricultural 
education in every Government school and college, and, at the same time, to 
establish a separate agricultural college like that at Sydapett in the Madras 
Presidency. If His Excellency does as stated above, the people will be highly 
benefited thereby. But, if either of the two proposals is to be carried out, it 
would be more beneficial to have an agricultural college alone, than to introduce 


Heartily approves of the 
reported intention of His Ex- 
cellency Sir Richard Temple 
to introduce agricultural edu- 
cation in this Presidency, and 
makes & suggestion on the 
subject. . 


the tuition of the principles of agriculture in every school and college. 


The same of the 17th October observes that newspapers are the organ of 


the people. When they unanimously give the same 
Opinion on any subject, that opinion is the popular 
opinion. When they are divided 1n their opinions, 
the people also are in the same way divided. Accord- 
ing to this inflexible rule when all the native papers 
of Bengal were unanimous in expressing their great 
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people approved of it; and disapproval of the sentence of transportation passed 
alg ang a upon the R4jé of Puri for committing or abetting a 
this popular opinion. - +4|..-: Murder, it was inferred that they re 


popular opinion in that Presidency. And considering 


the inference was correct. However, the Honourable Mr. Eden mentions in 
his report that all the people have shown their approval of the punishment in- 
flicted on the Rajé, and it seems they are pleased with it; and that the expres- 
sions of disapproval of the punishment which emanated from the native press 
were & shiohake, and are not worth consideration. It is very surprising that 
His Honor has arrived at the above conclusion. The whole of the native 
press unanimously expressed its disapproval. It is worth knowing, therefore, 
by what means the alleged popular voice contradicting that opinion reached 
the Lieutenant-Governor. No doubt His Honor has good reasons for making 
the assertions he has made; and if they are duly and properly published one 
can be able to understand how the press arid the people can differ. 


The same of the 18th October, in noticing the Vernacular Press Amendment 
Observations on the Ver- Dill passed by the Viceregal Legislative Council at its 
nacular Press Amendment sitting of the 16th instant, observes that those who 
Act. have hitherto disapproved of the Press Act will not 
find any reason in the Amendment Act for consolation. The principal cause of 
dissatisfaction is, that the press law has been allowed to remain in existence in 
any shape at all. Again, a =~ immaterial amendment has been made in it, 
while its harshest provision has been left untouched. The censorship clauses 
have been repealed on a suggestion from the Secretary of State for India. 
This is no improvement favorable to the — inasmuch as those clauses 
afforded an opportunity toa paper which had once tripped, to continue for a 
short time and to obtain protection afterwards; and that opportunity has now 
been taken away. Now the paper upon which the authorities happen to pounce, 
must either close or must come under the auctioneer’s hammer. When the new 
Vernacular Press Act was being discussed in England, and the Secretary of 
State had undertaken to make several changes in it, His Lordship observed that 
the liberty of criticising the acts of Government officers had been left un- 
impaired, and only seditious writings against Government had been prohibited. 
At the passing of the Amendment Act Sir Alexander Arbuthnot expressed 
similar sentiments, and showed a desire to make the Act a mild law. If this 
simply be the object of passing the new law, the authorities have causelessly 
incurred the trouble of preparing and passing it, and the blame from the people 
for doing the same. The native papers which are well conducted and which 
possess more or less influence with the native public, have been hitherto, and 
will be in future, whether there be a veo law or not, conducted on the same 
principle. They well understand the difference between the defects of indivi- 
dual officers and the excellencies of the Government, and do not charge the 
former to the account of the latter. There are a few worthless prints which do 
not possess any influence with the public, and whose writings take no effect on 
it. They are also written by thoughtless dunces. If these papers committed 
any follies, the authorities were not hitherto powerless to get them punished. . It 
might, however, be said that since such is the case, the well conducted papers 
need not be afraid of the Press Act interfering with them. But the entrusting 
the working of the Act to Police Commissioners and District Magistrates, is in 
itself objectionable. Of all the officers of Government they have the greatest 
intercourse with the people ; and, consequently, there is a great protalaney of 
complaints being made in the newspapers against their acts. But since they 
have the enforcement of the law in. their hands, papers desiring to make just 
criticisms on their acts must naturally feel afraid to do so. If the writing to 
which an objection is taken is shown to the writer of it, and he is asked to 
furnish an explanation about it, and if it is thought unsatisfactory and the 
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represented the 
the condition of the religious feelings of gy tn of that part, it appears that 
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writer liable to punishment, the doors of the High Court are left open to him to 
get justice, there will be a considerable abatement in the fear entertained of 
these officers. No such provision has been made in the new Press Act, and, 
consequently, well conducted papers also must stand in fear of them. Not only 


the press but the natives and the Europeans who disapprove of the measure 
condemn it for this very defect. (The Jaéme Jamsed (49) of the 19th October, in 
proces Se am this subject observes that, in introducing the Bill, Sir Alexander 
Arbuthnot expressed pleasure that within the seven months for which the Press 
Act had been in existence, there had been no necessity for enforcing it in re 


to any paper, and yet writings in the native papers had improved, and no 


seditious matter had appeared in any of them. They enjoyed, at the same time, 
liberty to make freely legitimate criticisms on the acts of Government or its 
officers. The Honourable Mr. Thornton and His Excellency the Viceroy 
shared in this congratulation. The Jdéme Jamsed regrets to find itself compelled. 
not to let it pass unobjected to. The Viceregal Legislative Council has not pro- 
duced any proofs of seditious writings having appeared in the vernacular press 
before the enactment of the Press Act, and, consequently, no necessity for that 
law was made out. There is nota single instance of seditious writing among 
the hundred and fifty extracts published in justification of the Act, and they 
are within the bounds of the legitimate criticism of a newspaper. There are, 
however, four or five among them which were carelessly written by foolish 
writers, and are, therefore, objectionable. For all that, however, they were 
not seditious writings; nor are they such as would justifiy the passing of the 
present Act. When such writings hove never appeared in the native press, how 
is Sir Alexander Arbuthnot to be allowed to congratulate himself that the 
present Act has suppressed them. When the public, the press, and the members 
of the Indiai Council have condemned the -Act, Sir Alexander wants to seek 
shelter in the excuse that seditious writings have ceased to appear in the press. 
But the press will never consent to such a blot being gratuitously thrown upon 
itself. On the part of the press it can say so much that Sir Alexander and 
other members of the Council may take to themselves as much congratulation 
as they like, but should be good enough not to throw an undeserved blot on the 
press. In referring to Sir Alexander’s observations that it has not been pro- 
hibited from freely making legitimate criticism on the acts of Government or its 
officers, the Jame Jamsed hopes the Act will not curtail the liberty of the press, 
and will remain a dead letter on the statute book). 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 15th October, remarks that the armies of the 
Natives Princes of India have drawn to themselves the 

ines that the armies of attention of the English papers which give different 

the Native Princes of India opinions about them. The substance of their observ- 
ought not to be considered otions is that the Native Princes possess a large 
as @ cause of anxiety to the ‘ : ; | 
British Government, andgives #fmy which causes anxiety to the British Government 
reagonsin support ofthisview. whenever itengages inany foreign war, The Anglo- 
Indian papers echo these sentiments of their English 


contemporaries, and suggest that if the number of these forces is lessened, the 


Anglo-Indian Government would be able to reduce its army, and a considerable, 


saving would be thereby effected in its military expenditure. The Jame Jamsed 
asks the question, are the armies of the Native Princes really a cause of anxiety 
to the British Government ?, and answers it by remarking that it is notso. 
The conduct of these armies in times when some great calamities befel the 
British Government, or when it was engaged in a war with some powerful 
potentate, is the best answer to the above question. In 1854 the British Indian 
Government despatched a large number of European soldiers to take part in the 
Crimean war. Soon after the closing of that compaign, war in Persia broke out, 
and a large part of the English army was sent to that country ; and on both 
these occasions the armies of the Native Chiefs did not give any cause for anxiety 


to the Indian Government. In the more critical times of 1857 their conduct 
was satisfactory. The revolt of the sepoy regiments had some effect on the 
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minds of the armies of a few of the Native Princes, but not on the armies of those 
Princes which would cause anxiety to the paramount Government. The armies 
of Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and one or two other States took a part in the 
revolt ; but the Princes thereof remained staunch and loyal to the British 
Government. The large armies of Cashmere, Puttiala, Jhind and Nabha, the 
forces of Nepaul and the army at Nagpur, not only took no part in the revolt, o- 
but rendered actual good service to the British Government in operating ae 
against the insurgents. The army of the Nizam in southern India would have | 
caused no small trouble had it sympathised with the rebels: On the despatch of Bee 
the Indian contingent to Malta, the armies of Native States not only did not | ‘) 
exhibit any signs of disaffection, but, on the other hand, offered their services a 
to the British Government. All these facts show that these armies are no source ae 
of anxiety, and can prove of great service to the British Government im times | 
of emergency. It is true they are undisciplined, badly clothed and badly : 
armed ; but they are better than new recruits, and can be soon disciplined and. 
put to active service. If they are not considered fit for a campaign, they can a 
certainly be of great use in guarding the country. as 
The special correspondent of the same at Surat, states that a few days ago Bie 
a he represented his eharacter and showed proofs of it 
Complains that the Collec: +. Mr, Pratt, the Collector of Surat, and prayed hiny 
tor of Surat has refused to oe. a ; : 
give information toa special 0 let him (the correspondent) have information as to 
correspondent of the Jéme ‘who stood bail for the third class constable Dwarké- 
Jamsed (49) at that place prasdd Ramprasdd who was released on bail, and some 
about some criminal case. = § other particulars about his case, but the Colleetor 
refused to give him the information. This proves how much disfavor is shown 
in the mofussil to the newspapers. : 
The Bast Goftdr (51) of the 13th October, in a leader, referring to the 
telegraphic news that the Cabinet Council has decided 
In alluding to the telegra- that India should pay a portion of the expenses of 
phic news that the Cabinet the approaching war with Afganistan, observes that i 
Council has passed a decision BEY OT PSY, 2 i re | fF — 
that India should pay a por- S26 Should not be Called upon to pay any expenses ot a 
tion of the expenses of the the expedition. ‘This misunderstanding with Afganis- ) 
war with Afganistan, observes tan has been created on account of Russia. The 
that she should not be made mess made by the Berlin treaty led to the aggrandise- 
to pay any expenses of the f that ond te ee Pg see: 
expedition: ment of that power and her success with Aigamstan. 
_ This is the result of England’s former policy, and she 
should, therefore, incur the entire cost of the war. India is strong in men, but 
weak in wealth. Moreover, she had no part whatever in the Berlin treaty, and, 
therefore, ought not to be made to pay the cost of the war. She will readily 
supply men for the expedition; but will feel heavily any pecuniary charge for 
it. It was expected that she would have to pay the entire cost of it; and if the 
Council has passed the above-mentioned resolution, there is some consolation. ae 
However, the Government of India ought to get full justice done to her in this 
matter. 
The same in alluding to the credit 5,10,000 Rupees given by the new Bank 
: of Bombay to Messrs. Nicol “al Company who have” 
ae ” pec ~~ recently failed, observes that this sum has been lent 
by the new Bank of Bombay on a guarantee of about 3,86,000 Rupees only. Thus 
to Messrs. Nicol and Com- a@ sum of about a lac and a quarter rupees has been -- FF 
Aad eee be lent by the an bj the Company am any a 
Ah Beets guarantee. is is objectionable. Again, the law mer 
a large Ioan was’ given con, Prohibits the Directors of the Bank from giving credit 
trary to the rale of the Bank, to any single person or firm of more than two lacs of 
that a loan of more than two rupees at one time, and, hence, a question arises wh ee 
inca of rupees is not to be have they given such a large loan to Messrs. Nicol § © 
given to any single person or si pe , bee 
Seis ak one and Company? and an explanation ought to be one 
steer’ obtained on this point. Mr. Hamilton Maxwell, one 
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of the partners of the firm, was the President of the Bank Committee, and may, 
_ perhaps, have made use of the influence of his position as President to induce 
_ the Bank to give a loan to his firm larger than the Directors are believed to be 
authorized to give. The old Bank of Bombay ruined many poor people by 
giving large loans to the speculating promoters of bubble companies. Both the 
Government and the people made all possible arrangements in its new constitu- 
tion to prevent it from making a similar mistake. However, if the Bank has, 
contrary to those arrangements, made to Messrs. Nicol and Company the above- 
mentioned large loan, who can say that it has taken a lesson from its former 
mistake, and that a complete improvement has been effected in its management. 


The Yajdién Parast (53) of the 13th October, inserts a communication, the 
) writer of which states that, at his recent visit to 
Recommends the payment England he saw that jurors called to decide civil and ae 
of remuneration to jurors criminal cases were paid a remuneration for each case re 
dal Seles in the High Oonct ey decided. A member of a common jury was paid 
of Bombay for the days on alfa guinea, and that of a special jury one guinea 
which they are engaged, asis per case. For such compensation jurors in England eae 
done in England. willingly attend the calls from courts. In the Bombay fe 
High Court jurors are not given any remuneration ; 2 
and, consequently, try to avoid attending to the calls from the court as 
far as they can. Persons sitting on juries cannot attend to their own business 
for the days on which they are engaged, and ought to be remunerated for the 
loss. The Parast, in supporting this recommendation, observes that persons in 
the service of others are particularly losers, as they do not get their pay for the 
days on which they serve on the jury. 


The A’rya Mitra (54) of the 13th October, observes that Mr. Scannell, the 
Superintendent of Police at Surat, appears to say in 
Requests Government to his evidence that he had apprehended Guldbdas, the ee 
pete agree ot Gea, *WOnative Editors and three others, who were recently ae 
for falter the late riot. in tried for incitement of the riot, which occurred in that 
that town, were legally ap- town in connection with the license-tax, not on any 
prehended by Mr. Scannell warrant but on his own authority. The Mitra doubts 
without warrants from proper whether this act was legal, and requests Government 
authorities, as he states he ; s : 
did. to enquire whether it was so; and, if not, why no 
warrants from proper authorities were obtained for 


their apprehension, 


The Mii Prakdsh (62) of the 12th October, but received on the 16th, states Se 

o that robberies of the standing crops within the pre- oe 

wae ernents the authorities Of cincts of the town of Kaira frequently occur of late. oS 

wn of Kaira to adopt : : ger . . ESS 

‘due measures to prevent the he writer gives two recent instances, in which the a 

robberies of standing crope robbers over-powered the watchmen in the fields, cut seg 

which of late frequently occur down the crops, and triumphantly carried them away. a 

— the precincts of that Hf requests the authorities concerned to adopt due 
measures to put down the evil, 


The Rdside Mumbai (65) of the 11th October, but received on the 13th, x 
observes that the Cabul question has of late attained * 
' Recommends the employ- importance, and at such a time authoritative and oe 
Medkbhe Pare a reliable information is not to be had from Afganistan 4 
he ea oh shintalea about the Amir’s movements and about Russia’s hand 
reliable information from in them. News from that quarter is received at times, 
Afganistan about the move- but it is notreliable. At such atime it is of great 
seed of the Amir and the importance to get a respectable gentleman who, being 

| ussians, and pointsout the = ' *. hae ae, Agee ‘ a 
advantages derivable from ® ‘resident of British India, can obtain and furnish 
their employment. reliable information from that quarter. Suchaperson = 
: will really prove of great service. The Delhi Gazette i 
recommends for this purpose an Afgan gentleman who resides at Deré. The =. 
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Kédsid concurs with the Gazette in the recommendation to secure the 
offices of some such person ; but observes that while the British Government 

esses in His Highness Agdkhdn a loyal, faithful and long-tried friend, it 
need not look to other persons. After giving a short account of His Highness’s 
former career, and mentioning in it that important services were rendered by 
him to the British Government in the latter part of the Afgan war in 1841-42, and 
to Sir Charles Napier in the conquest of Sind, the Adsid observes that the 
antecedents of His Highness show that he would not fail to render faithful and 


bo 


important service, if he were employed to obtain news from py te No 
y else can do this highly important work so well as His 


ighness can. - 


Ag&khén has numerous disciples who revere him devoutly on the North-West 
frontier, in Afganistan, Bokhara, Khokand, Persia and other countries on that 
side. Both His Highness and his son Alishth ought to be a tothis work. The 


former should be stationed at Quetta, and the latter at 


eshawar, and active 


persons should be placed at their disposal. They would TA obtain reliable 


news from Afganistan, and would be able to 


in over to the side of the British 


Government several men of the Shia sect, and, thereby, to harass the Amir. The 
Kiésid hopes Lord Lytton’s Government will adopt the above suggestion. 


The same states that the news received by telegram during the last two or 


Requests the British Gov- 
ernment to take precautions 
to prevent the publication of 
false news by the English 
(Anglo- Indian?) papers about 
the Cabul affair, as it gives 
rise to different kinds of 
— in the minds of the 


people. 


three days about Ali Masjid has been since contra- 
dicted. It has been found that the Afgan forces at 
that place are in numbers, and, consequently, the 
British army had to move back to obtain more men 
before making an attack on it. The other news is 
that the Russians have taken possession of Yarkand, 
and have promised to give the Amir sixty lacs of 
rupees to give them a passage by way of Herat, and 
the Amir has sent his forces on all sides, has given 


the command of Candahar to Sard4r Ydkubkhdn, and sent him there, and has 


despatched Mahomed Alikhdn from*Karan with a large force. Thus, the Cabul 
affair has arrived at a critical point ; and it seems from the movements of the 
British forces in that direction, that a war will soon break out with Afganistan. 
Before the war is commenced there is a probability of an engagement taking 


place between the Afgans and the Khyberis. 


But the English (Anglo-Indian ?) 


papers publish several items of false news about the Cabul affair; and, conse- 


quently, different kinds of thoughts arise in the popular mind. 


It would be 


better if such false news were not published. It is desirable, therefore, that 
Government should take the precaution of preventing its publication. 


Municipalities. 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 17th October, complains that a large 


Complains that Bombay 
receives now-a-days an in- 
sufficient supply of indifferent 
water from the Vehar lake, 
and requests the Municipality 
of that city to purify the water, 
and to increase the supply by 
commencing to give water 
from the Toolsee lake at as 
early a date as possible. 


portion of the population of Bombay suffers from a 
scarcity of Vehar water. Their sufferings in this 


matter at the present day are heavier than what the 


were in previous years. They have to keep up till 
12 or 2 o’clock at night, and then to collect the water 
which comes to them in drops. The people severely 
censure the Corporation for their sufferings. They 
are also considerably surprized to find that, while 
there has been an excessive fall of rain this year and 
the Vehar lake contains a plentiful supply, their wants 


are so very scantily supplied. Again, the water comes in an impure condition. 
It is very surprising that proper attention is not paid to the purification of this 


im 


portant item of human and animal consu 


tion. The Samdchdr hopes the 


Corporation will pay immediate attention to the purification of the water, and . 


will soon be able to redeem its 


Toolsee lake. 
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promise to commence giving water from the 


ad 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 10th August, but received on 
Sk te Cia. the) 2 Sth, accuses Mr. Kharkar, the Diwén of Nawé- 
Os ty wtn of Rawk against nasar, of not employing in high offices of the 
an observation that the Euro- ny natives of it, and engaging the services on e 
” pean officers of the Kattywar bitant salaries of his countrymen the Dekanis 
gency do oy attend to the those posts. He does not also attend to his work pro- 
Ni Biate the people of erly, and signs the papers without knowing their 
oe contents. He has overlooked the mismanagement 
committed by a favorite of his in Lélpor. He has recently published a new scale 
of salaries, dismissing some low-paid servants and increasing the pay received 
the Dekanis. The same writer states that the bustle on account of Europeans 
as commenced, A large number of them are t6 go to Baléchadi and Sachdan. 
hey enjoy pleasure. But who will attend to the people who pine for their 
rue and just rights ? asks the writer. : 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 22nd October 1878. 
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Names of Newspapers. 
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ANGLO-MARA’THI. 
The Indu Prakfsh .........cseessse0+s+e0-] BOMDbAY ....see000e- Weekly 

ip AO TIOIIING coc cecscstcsorieseceer] EDO. sescccgsenes| 5 MNO, 

» Dnyén Prakfish .......sc0eceeses000.] POOMA.......40.++404| Bi-weekly 
yp SUTYOUBYA 0s cescseseesccccecsenscnees Tanna...............| Weekly 
» Mahbéréstra Mitra ...........c00ceec0ee] StAPB....ccccscee00e] Do, 

LD OEE, acces) DOr. seecooscred Da 

» Dnyén Chakshiu.............:.....0.5..| POOMR...........000. 
Mt ee eee aaa 
. Shs Bai Vase iis Fel ie ess (iseeOh; sol WOME Le checivecss 
> MRI NII 5 i on os cp o0es canintecs¥eete: SE SpE a Fay. 
, Subodba Patrik& <:.........06000006-] Bombay ............ 

»  Mara’s1. | 

BR III, cass tccecciine neactensscee] AOMUMesccecscceccens 
» Belgaum Saméchfr ..............+00 AM sascacees 
» Nyéya Sindhu .................:++0e.{ Ahmednagar ...... 


,, Shubha Suchak..............s.ccseeee| SMtATA......ceccceees 
a MIN Fh ci dati tes rencescaeas) Bolh par. o.c.45. 
» Axhandesh Waibhaw ...............| Dhulia ............ 
by MI TIER ais cosa gis cic en near one igieseeiaed 
MENU Gis iddsse cons ca cehcscecd REMMBGEE scvcscostess 
» Satya Shodhak ... .......-c0:...000+.] Ratnagiri .......,. 
BF BM MMM sis csigascsresisonso-| THMMIRM vonesrene sngese 
» Dharwar Writta ..........0csesece-] DBATWAP......c0000 
s.  PURWIEAE bases dhensics sccamtcy san tbnevecss>| RIMIMIS «+. deena ess 
, Kashta WilAsini.........cccessseseeess er seetioaianie 
» Swadesh Mitra ..........:c..0sc000e.-.] Bombay .......00608) 
,», Sanmérg Dershak ...................--| Mudhol ............ 
me Dnyén FOP sicconenonsesapsese noses] MOMIOPUY  nss00-., 
» Pandhari Writta .00......scecee+-| Pandharpur ...... 
» Mélwan Saméchér ...............-00-| Vingorla........... 

7% Werte ..0....ssereerssreereeeeeee| Dulin setsepeeees! 
yy Hubli Waibhaw ........00..600.06008) Hable... cece 


» Din Bandhu k ccenubdiedbeinabeenines sons | Poonae..++es0s eev eee 


4 


a hp Oe 


3 “I oO 


oOo & 


pe 
unl 


12 
13 
14 


4 


co on 


pl 
© co 


LEED ere 


pra 


< 


# 


eeeeeseeeoed | SAVER sees eenerere 


~ 


ery i 


eeeeeqeeee8 
¥ 


i ¥ « 


+ 


» Nibandha Malé........... 


at, Se 


Re erties aoa 


Sseetetgpesn eo 


” 


yx Wawidha Dnyén Wistar «.,......... 
~” Aneto-Gusara'mt. 
The Surya Prakash -...........secgeocseees 
sg MEL. SS iodsiccs ss cagesisadassiass 
: GusARA'T. 

he Gugerat Mitra; ...c.c.cccsccsseeseeeses 
‘» Bombay 
JEme Jamsed  .....ceeceesieesecseease 
Akhbare Sowdagar ...,.,............ 
4 So, MONEE rr eC Sere 
Fe FG io nchs iccagiicecaee 
A'rya Matra a ac 
WN MEME Siicissesc eee es ce 
WE BN a ieee sicicc ge ccd ieccecs 
msher Béhadir .............- ees 
hmedabad Saméchér ............;- 
dire Wartamidn <:...,,,,., 

attywar | : 
roach Wartaman .,........cecceee, 
Bs Pe. ok. Feveresrecoreens 


. « 


* 4 > 4 


NCOBE, 6. py s seis. 


3? 


a + 


eee 


» 


% 
eeegteeeoe 


a 


eeeerereegperegees 


” 


. 


Oe sce 


bf egeeeerteergqereogess 


: tun sick tals 1 oh ot deta es oe Mtns e! adele ioe By 
Kaside Mumbai 


Ce ePOPoeeeverersgs e COREES 


a . 


eeeteeeeeeeeeeser se SOS 
> . . 
seer e se OPO egevn Pee eveerse 
. @-, 4 * 
a e.* * . * 


der 


COSHH 62+ HHH ee SORES © 8 
* * 


@eeweeoeeeeer 
; 


¥ 


» >? 


Scorsese ersove poss Hseore 
es ey POR PRS. Ya ‘ z 
DUSTA NI. 
: »s ij 


ee 
@erereooevreeese 


’ ~ - 


seeene Seeeetesere 
es bd . 


* * e+ * © £.%..4 


; 
* ee 


ir * 


x 


pe doe , A Sine a ” 
e@eseeesee a Eee een 


a 


DORR oss cesicerescns 


Do, e@eeeegeegege 


. q 
» F - : 
e*es@ee@esveees 


_ % 


MATING ic, ocbavecues cic 


‘ Ahimedabad’’..... 


. 


? 


Bombay ........,-.. 
| | 


4 
a 


egeeogergege 


* @# es « 


* =. 


OCP e eee esas 


* . 


eeeeeteeeete 


eee een ceeee’ 
he ae 
‘Rasy es 


Ahmedabad mee ep 
Do, ep 


“e.4:% =» Rai : 
alra 60:95 6.9: 929 60 99 9% 


7 


Ee igiteon 


Broach ee 


7 
: 
+ 


‘Bombay «..: 
ee 


4° 
eg eesdese 


: 
r 


CePe eevee eee? 


“4 


- 4 


Surat .,,..... 


09 7 +9 2 


Broach 
‘Bomba 


i 


segcevegeres 


ol 


spent eFeaseces 


a 
* 2 # * - - o 


eeoeree oe eFess 


’ ie 


eeeeeeseeete 


ar 


‘Bombay ; 


eeeee8O@ere 
+ > > ; 


® 


‘Weekly 


oe 


. 


Do. 
Monthly 
Da. 


Do. 


_ > ies iP 
a ee en 
- hd 


7 eee eee ee 


| Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indit Prakash (1) of the 21st October, in a leader, entitled, “ The 

_ settlement of the land tax,” quotes the speeches 

bg rl bor ee ». delivered in the Legislative Council by the Honourable 
Srittees in their villages for Messrs. Gibbs and Ashburner on the introduction of 


the purpose of testing the the measure for the improvement of the agricultural 


correctness of the Govern- 
ment view that the land tax 
amounts only to the fortieth 
part of the whole produce. 


population of Mahdrashtra, and proceeds to remark 


that it is now quite clear that in the opinion of 


Government the assessment on land amounts only to 


| | one-fortieth of the value of the whole produce; and it 
is said that this result has been arrived at by making experiments in many 
villages of the Presidency. There can also be no doubt whatever of the source 
from which Government has been led to form this opinion. The Indu Prakdsh 
under these circumstances suggests to the farmers in general, to appoint 
committees in their villages to make similar experiments, in order to test the 
correctnéss or accuracy of the opinion of Government, and believes that the 
present time of harvesting is the most favorable for such an undertaking. The 
Indu Prakdsh undertakes to publish these results, provided they are signed by 
respectable people in each vile ' 


A correspondent of the same alludes to the great 


® ee et ‘ ra it.“ 


personal interest which 


His Excellency the Governor takes in the advance. | 


Gives reasons of the dis- f education of all kinds, and then proceeds to _ 
m tof higher educa. ment of education o ’ P 
tion. "6 


to state for the information of the recently nomi- 
’ ) nated Education Committee, the chief reasons which 
have caused the discouragement of higher education. The first and foremost 
causé is the indifference of Government. In all assemblies which are held for 
the distribution of prizes or honors from the University convocation down to 
the ordinary meetings in the principal mofussil stations, the students are in- 
variably told that they must not look for employment in the Government 
service, but should pursue an independent profession. Besides, with the single 
exception of the education department, the possession of higher education is 
systematically — in making appointments in the various departments of 
Government. What terrible pcleeoition have resulted from the exclusion of edu- 
cated men in important departments of Government may be easily conjectured b 
those who have read the proceedings of the recent railway cases and the Surat tri 
The second cause is the poverty of the middle class ; because it is the persons 
of this class who avail themselves of the facilities given for acquiring the 
higher education. Such individuals find that they have no hope of getting 
Government employment, and for want of capital are unable to strike out a 
career in an independent profession. The third cause is the immense increase 
in fee rate and the diminution made in the number of free studentships. The 
above are the principal causes; but the famine which has prevailed for the 
two consecutive years in the Presidency, has also been instrumental in reduci 
the number of students availing themselves of the higher class instruction. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 20th October, in an os on the armies of 
the native princes, says that it is a fortunate circum- 

Believes that the bulk of PR TeOs, ony : : 
ihe Peart of Native States “ stance that so distinguished a journal as the London 


not of much use, and that 
only a small portion is of 
any consequence; that these 
forces have been maintained 
mn obedience to treaty obliga- 
tions contracted with the 
British Government, and, 
therefore, it is not open to 
that Government alone to 
Madicate a particular line of 


a 


Times feels grieved at the injury done to the subjects 


of the native princes, in consequence of thelarge armies 


which are kept up in those States, and suggests that if 
it were similarly to direct its attention to the condition 


of the people in British territory, every native of — 


India would feel himself under deep obligations. For 


instance, it could scrutinize our heavy taxation and its 


unequal incidence, and animadvert on the excessive 


YG ‘ ; 


“SMe, 


‘teow 


rs 
ree: 


aS 


a ; igy, without first cancel- cost of the British army which consumes the largest ge 
bing those treaties. Finally share of the public revenues. It could also point to 

a su ion is made that ; a ‘ | a 

these forces should be kept the reduction which could be made in the very large 

up in a state of efficiency, salaries drawn by high Government officials, and to 


nd should be employed in the pauperism to which the masses are tending on 


2 oe re ie ie nab. account of the — limited resources of the coun- 


Government will be the ‘try. Jt could, likewise, show how the enactment of 
greatest gainer by such a new and ee laws restrain the people in the 
proceeding. = enjoyment of their just rights, and could dilate on 

the increasing expenditure of Government to meet 
which, however, there is only comparatively a stationary revenue. These and 
other questions which might be mentioned, are fit subjects for the animadver- 
sion of our “ well wisher.” Leaving, however, every thing of this kind aside, 
our rulers here and the leading public men in England seem to be bent on 
turning their thoughts to the armies of the Native States; and the reason of 
this proceeding is not very apparent. One thing is, however, quite clear that 
they wish the Native Princes to do away with their armies. The Times and 
other journals profess to be actuated by benevolent motives,:but it cannot be deni- 
ed that selfishness forms an element in what they say. In the first place the bulk 
of the whole force of three hundred thousand men exists only on paper ; and of the 
remainder only 2 small portion can be said to be of any consequence. Secondly, 
these forces are maintained in obedience to treaty obligations contracted with the 
British Government ; and it is, therefore, not open to that Government alone to 
indicate a particular line of policy without first cancelling those treaties. Lastly, 
since these treaties were ratified the armies in question have never shown any 
symptoms of want of fidelity to the British Government. Notwithstanding these 
considerations, if the [Imperial Government insistson the native princes abolishing 
_ their armies, then who is there competent to question or argue with it? Although 
the armies of native prinees are not of much use as they are, still the Government 
will derive the greatest benefit if they are maintained in a state of efficiency. The 
interests of the Imperial Government are identical with those of its feudatories, and 
it, therefore, behoves that Government to put trust in those feudatories.; and there 
can be no doubt that such confidence will meet with similar response. - Finally, 
the Opinion considers that if instead of abolishing these forces the Government 
were to employ them in the campaign against Afganistan, much good would 
tegult, and no prince would be unwilling to come to the assistance of the Impe- 
rial Government, as their own importance from being called upon to take part 
in such an undertaking will be much enhanced. 


A correspondent of the Satya Shodkak (22) of the 20th October, praises 
Mr. A. T. Crawford, the Collector of Ratudgiri, for 

Suggests thata couple of the good order in which the roads are generally kept 
= an “sup ge efit ake “ that station, and proceeds to point out a couple of 
public. places where an improvement might be made. For 
| , ) instance, the road adjoining Réma’s temple and leading 
to the Subhé, turns round an awkward corner in one place, where many accidents 
have happened to carts; and the road from the old Ch4wdi (police station) to 


Murlidhar’s temple is so narrow that two carts cannot pass abreast. The 


eorrespondent suggests that both these roads may be widened for the benefit of | 


- the public, 

A correspondent of the Dharwar Writia (24) of the 17th October, but 
ue received on the 21st, states that several trades 
po acyl’ abi = measures. Some have been already punished, and 
- im the mean time the Collec- others are awaiting their trials. It is possible that all 
tor should put.astop to ap- these people are really not guilty, and that some can- 
Bee ne People for keeping not even distinguish between true and false measures. 
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in Dharwar have been apprehended for keepin 


Besides, itis contrary to sound. morality to punish the 


innocent with the guilty. The writer, therefore, suggests that it should be first ~~ ~ 
settled what are the correct measures, and then such measures with the Govern- Lae 
ment stamp on them should be given to the tradesmen ; and if after that any of — 

them commit any fraud, they should be duly punished. In the mean time 

the Collector and Magistrate of the District should put a stop to any further 
apprehensions on the same score. | 


The Kashta Wildsini (27) in its issue of the 15th October, contains some 
Makes afew sundry ques- Verses, and to them is appended a paraphrase by the 
tionable remarks on Govern- writer. A translation of such of them as appear to 


ment. have any bearing on the Government of the country 1s 
given below— | 


How have you really forgotten yourselves up to this time, when your houses 
throughout the country have been robbed! Cnnning and knavish people came 
in hordes and carried away your whole wealth, and you have become weak and 
are in want of subsistence. They came in the form of a heron ({*), and sat 
down in a contemplative mood and swallowed those who came to visit them ; 
and this greatness of theirs is like that of a hypocrite. All people must be 
brought together, and fields, jungles and mountain-passes should be defended. 
When food is ready, nothing will be wanting. Do not abandon your religion, 
morality and manners, and by acting rightly you should recover your lands. 
There will be no fear when the enemies are slaughtered. 


Paraphrase :—To allow demons and devils to enter your houses,—to permit 
them to deprive you even of the commonest means of subsistence,—to submit to 
be tortured in every conceivable way by these unfeeling wretches,—to suffer 
them to eat even your own flesh and ek your own blood, and then to whine 
away like a woman—all these acts do not become a human being who calls 
himself a man. It, therefore, behoves every one to trace to their foundation 
the causes which have brought on these calamities, and to adopt measures by 
which such evils may be averted in future, and by which our sacred country may 

be restored to its former happy condition. 


ming omy ro, em SES RERT MRE 


*To deprive others of their wealth and to inflict injury on them are the 
characteristics of wretches only. That such injuries have been done to us over 
and over again is known to every one. Therefore, set about to find out the 
means of obtaining food and clothing, and then bring your fields under cultiva- 
tion. Happiness is attainable only by such means. Strengthliesin union. Just 
as the inanimate materials of a house when taken separately are useless or power- 
less ; but the same when placed in position and systematically arranged make 
up a house, and become a tower of strength which may endure or last from 
generation to generation ; so, why should not the inhabitants of India, although 


at eg wearied and spent, become ultimately the means of her re-genera- 
tion ?. 


* ‘The Swadesh Mitra (28) of the 24th Fabel says a the Tramway 
Company has conferred many advantages on the in- 
§ he ill. pany y tag 
mca on ee i habitants of Bombay ; but it appears that in proportion 
the Tramway Company at to the increase of its prosperity, it has become more 
pombay are subjected, should piggardly in its management. Nearly all tram cars 
soaliiie a. of by the are now drawn by one horse instead of two as was 
: prevention of : 
crnelty to animals, andsteam. the case formerly, and more passengers are admitted 
engines should be used for into each car than can be accommodated with com- 
sragging cars in preferenceto fort, Moreover, the cars often stop for a longer 
Ge time than is necessary to receive or put down pas- 
sengers. The horses too are subjected to much needless cruelty at the time of 
Thee as the force required to drag a car is too much for a single horse. 
The Swadesh Mitra considers that such ill-treatment to animals should receive 
the attention of the society for the prevention. of cruelty to animals and.that of 
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engines were used on this tramway as is done in America. 


The Sudarshan (39) 


States that the pauper 
population at Sholépur is a 
source of great annoyance to 
the people of that station, 
and suggests that the paupers 
should not be allowed to 
wander freely, but should be 
located in some place. 


Sudarshan, therefore, hop 


of the 19th October, in an article on pauperism, states 


that the pauper population at Sholdpur has hecome 
a source of great annoyance to the inhabitants of that 
town, and it will be found that there is not a respect- 
able house where four or five paupers are not to be 
seen crying out for food at all times of the day or 
night. One result of this state of things has been an 


increase in thefts and robberies, and little children 


with ornaments are usually the object of attack. The 


es that Government will be pleased to look into the 


matter and take steps to prevent the paupers from being allowed to wander 
Kf They should be located in some place during the night, and in the day 
should not be permitted to lie down in front of houses. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 20th October, also does not approve of the 


Does not see any advantage 
is gained by the requirement 
made in the new rules passed 
by the Bombay High Cour 
for the examination of the 
High Court and District 
Pleaders, that the candidates 
for it should have passed the 
Matriculation examination. 


clause entered in the new rules, published by the 
High Court of Bombay for the examination of the 


High Court and District Court Pleaders, laying down | 


that no candidate who has not passed the Matricula- 
tion examination will be admitted at it. The require- 
ment of the Matriculation seems to have been made 
with the object of exacting a good knowledge of 
English from the candidate. But the new rules also 


require a certificate of the Matriculated person possessing a good knowledge of 
that language. When such is the case, there seems no good reason for requir- 


ing the Matriculation. 


The same very highly approves of the order oer passed by Supreme 


Highly approves of the 
order of the Government of 
India requiring the publica- 
tion of Government notices 
and advertisements in the 


Government, prohibiting the publication in the Govern- 
ment Gagette private advertisements and such Govern- 
ment notifications as are not to be published in the 
newspapers at the same time, The Gazette has a very 
limited number of readers, and advertisements and 


wy TETI LIVE Iti 


— 


gry gettin, x 


re notifications regarding the railways, telegraph and- 
other departments of Government ought to be published in the newspapers to 
give them a sufficiently extensive publication ; and, hence, the above-mentioned 
order is very appropriate, The Mitra also observes that though His Excellency 
the Viceroy committed the mistake of gagging the native press, and has recent- 
ly confirmed it, still his great poetical genius does not omit to do it justice in 
other ways. It is very gratifying to see that His Excellency has said in the 
above order that the newspapers are the best agencies in the administration of 
this country, and has thus acknowledged the natiye press as an instrument of 
‘ improving the country. gs ah 


- The same bitterly laments over the passing of the Vernacular Press 
4a ab _ ‘Amendment Act. It - made a cet improvement 
aments over the passiag in the gagging Act which was passed about seven 
ce awe Frees months ago in a great hurry at a single sitting. 
ee eG - Long discussions, loud complaints in England and 
India, the thundering condemnation pronounced by the Right Honourable Mr. 
Gladstone in Parliament, the repentence shown by the Times for its approval of the 
Act, and the unanimous condemnation of the measure by the press both of India.  . 
and England,—all these have failed in their attempt to have the new press law 


_ withdrawn, The hope founded upon Lord Cranbrook and Mr. Gladstone’s = 
advocacy has heen destroyed. Lord Lytton also has disappointed, England § _ 
which has deservedly obtained great renown for the liberty of her press, has 
changed her word, and has made the native press lifeless, though a living . = 
institution. ssh ne eer 
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The same in a leader, headed, ‘‘ Has the native press improved ? ” remarks 
Observations on the remark ‘Ht Sir Alexander Arbuthnot observed in the Legisla- 
of Sir Alexander Arbuthnot tion Council and His Exceilency the Viceroy con- 
that the mere existence of the firmed the remark that the mere existence of the law 
Press Act had checked the had, without the actual enforcement of its provisions, 
ng Econ pin usmatter checked the appearance of seditious writings in the . 
pais — native press, and had improved the tone of the nast 
portion of it, and observes that if the result attributed to the Act has really 
taken place, it has, undoubtedly, given His Excellency cause for congratulating 
himself, and has, at’ the same time, furnished ground to say that the native 
press has cleared itself from a grave accusation, and has given satisfaction to 
Government. However, it must be observed that though the above-mentioned 
results have followed, my give rise in our minds to thoughts different from 
those entertained by His Excellency. They show that the Press Act is so very 
harsh that its mere existence has checked the evils which the Government so 
much feared; and even His Excellency admitted this character of it. It has 
spread an uncommon dread, and the press, consequently, makes only a little 
use of its liberty which the administrators call an improvement, and thus give 
a different form to the results of it. Sir Alexander says that the Press Act has not 
exercised an evil effect on the press, as is seen from its attacks on the Press Act, 
on the license-tax, and on the Surat prosecutions. It is true that ,the press has 
not completely succumbed to that dread, and ceased to make any comments on 
the acts of the authorities. But, had the black Act not been in existence, the 
comments of the press would have been such as would not have left an oppor- 
tunity to the Bombay Government in regard to its conduct in the Surat case, 
to receive a deep black blot on its good name by remaining in the dark, and 
to tarnish its honor. The results attributed to the Act also show that the 
native press possesses good traits, and that though it condemns the law as cur- 
tailing its dear liberty, it has loyally submitted to it. 


The same in another leader, headed, ‘‘ What are the difficulties in the admi- 
nistration of India?” in referring to the remarks made 
of Sir Alexander Arbuthnot Py Sir Alexander Arbuthnot that, in the same year 
in his speech at the passing @S8 Sir Charles Metcalf’s Act was passed rd 
of the Vernacular Press Melbourne alluded to the great difficulties in the 


Criticises the observations 


Amendment Act that there sdministration of India ; that they had not diminished, 
were great difficulties in the 


proper administration of the Nd the responsibilities of the Government had not 
the country, and that the Act decreased; and that with the profound sense of those 
was not the out-come of the difficulties and responsibilities that Government had. 
a te pene. — passed the Press Act, observes that it can never believe 
vernacular press on theiracts, that whatever may be the difficulties met with by the. 

he foreign rulers, they are increased by the enjoyment 
of liberty by the native press, or are decreased by its curtailment. The press 
is, undoubtedly, a means for pointing out those difficulties, and suggesting the 
ways by which to remove them; and since its liberty has been curtailed, its 
usefulness in this direction has been decreased. The difficulties and responsibi- 
lities alluded to by Sir Alexander do really exist ; but they ‘exist only in the 
curtailment of the legitimate liberty of the press, and in the inability of the 
rulers to gulp down the bitter criticisms of the native press on the administra- 
tion. ‘T'he Renoerithe Member denies the % ection raised against the Act that 
it is enacted in consequence of the inability of the European officers to put up 
with the criticisms of the vernacular press, and says that if it were the case the 
Act would be applied to the Anglo-Indian press also, which has not been done. = 
Te this the Mitra observes that Sir Alexander need not be told that the adver- 
saries of the vernacular press can put up with the criticisms of the Anglo-Indiah 


* 


press, but can never tolerate the comments made by the native papers. 


* 


+ 
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The same, in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The policy of the Vernacular Press Act,” 
. lad to gee that Sir °zpresses much satisfaction with the opinion express- 
Alexander Arbuthnot con. @4@ by Sir Alexander that the mode in which this 
sidered that the mode adopted Act was passed should be considered exceptional, and 
in passing the Vernacular not to be regarded as a precedent except under cir- 
shee oc sate ate cumstances of grave d seme ee necessity. The Honour- 
coer circurnstences of grave 20Ie Mr. Thornton defended the passing of the Act at 
political necessity, sad ab: a single sitting ; but already the public opinion is on 
serves thatnosuchemergency the side of Mr. Arbuthnot. If the authorities had 
ae oe in the case of allowed the usual time to pass over the draft of this 
pag ‘8 law before its enactment, the public would never have 
succeeded by any amount of criticism to frustrate them in their resolution to 
pass the measure. It must be admitted that sometimes circumstances of grave 
political necessity arise to authorize a departure from the usual course followed 
in the enactment of laws, and for such occasions the authorities have the best 
defence. But no explanation from any quarter has been yet given as to the 
departure from the set course in the case of the Press Act, and an expression of 
opinion similar to that passed by Sir Alexander from the native press, was met 
with the damning charge of sedition. 


The same in alluding to the breaking down of the criminal charges brought 
_. against Mr. Dewey and Mr. Bedford and to some 
_ Makes a few harsh criti: Other circumstances of their cases, observes that it was 
cisms on the Minute of His 4 . 
Excellency the Governor on @ great shame that His Excellency the Governor's 
the report of the Railway Minute on these cases was based on sandy foundations. 
Frauds’ Commission in regard Jn referring to the order sent by the Directors of the 
or brought against = 1. P. Railway Company to restore them to their 
r. Dewey and Mr. Bedford ; : ae 
and asks Government to in- Places, on getting their petitions, the protest of the 
demnify them and the six merchants of Bombay, the criticisms of the press, and 
accused in the recent Surat the report of the Railway Commission against them, 
pierre Ere met ko trove the Mitra observes that it has nullified the Minute of | 
théir worl Ee el his sos tis Excellency and has thrown a blot on that unfor- 
enquiries and get punished tunate document. His Excellency will now see the 
the persons who fabricated mistake he was led to commit by his placing, without 
eee Seer: ene: any enquiry on his part, confidence on the represent- 
ations of his subordinates. Their cases deserve further attention. The Com- 
mission’s report condemned them ; but the courts have decided that they were 
not guilty and the charges brought against them were fabricated. And hence 
the statements made against them in the report and His Excellency’s Minute on 
it ought to be now withdrawn. The two unfortunate gentlemen had to undergo 
a heavy cost to defend themselves from the false accusations. They ought to 
be compensated for the expenditure, and an enquiry ought to be held as to how 
the cases against them’ happened to be fabricated. The Mitra then alludes to 
the Surat trial of the two native editors and four others, and observes that this 
great political case also was fabricated, and the six accused have been ruined 
by their being obliged to spend large amounts to make their defence. They 
too must get back from Government the money spent by them, and an engniry 
ought to be made as to by whom and how the case was fabricated, and the 


guilty persons ought to be prosecuted and punished. Unless this is done inno- 
cence will not enjoy safety from the machinations of designing persons. Every — 
body is sorry for the three defeats met with by Sir Richard Temple in his 

administration of this Presidency. _ : oa 


-. The Bombay Saméchdér (48) of the 19th October, but received on the 21st, 
in a leader, headed, ** The thoughts — by the — 
t 


' Makes a few observations cost undergone in connection with 
on the Surat trial and the and the a : 


Cait Mis. Dower aad Mr. . I. P. Railway cases,” observes that 
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Bedford, and requesta Gov. the conclusion of the case of six persons of Surat tried ==” 
ernment to bestow due atten. on a charge of inciting the late riot in that town, and = 
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‘them and adopt mea-' of those of Mr. Dewey and Mr. has been 


sures which will prevent the satisfactory. The Samdchdr has already before this 
occurrence of such cases in | 


future. expressed its opinion on the ee Beaty before 
trial of, and the inconveniences and miseries suffere 


by, the accused in these cases ; and it now only remains to take a glance of the — 
subject from a pecuniary point of view. Mr. Dewey and Mr. Bedford had for 
making a defence of them, to undergo, it is said an expense of ten thousand 
rupees each. The accused in the Surat trial are reported to have spent in the 

aggregate rupees forty-five thousand to defend themselves. These figures raise 
the question, how a poor man is to make a due defence of himself if he happens 
to be accused with crimes similar to those with which the above-mentioned 
persons were accused ? and give rise to the thought that he might not be able 
to prove his innocence and be punished though innocent. And when it is seen 
that the police and the other officers give birth to such cases, and carry them on 
with more severity than ought to. be shown as has happened in the cases mention- 
ed above, it isno wonder that the people have become sore afraid about their own 
and their friend’s liberty being endangered, and perhaps of suffering in spite of 
their innocence. The prosecutions in the Surat trial and the two railway cases 

were, it is true, conducted in the name of Government; but, as observed by the 
Samachar before, the blame for them cannot be charged to the account of Govern- 
ment. It had very properly trusted to the representations of its officers in this 
matter. But when it has seen that it has been misled by them, it ought to 
punish them for such conduct. Their punishment will have a very salutary 
effect. It will free Government from the blame which has undeservedly fallen 
upon it; will make its officers careful in the performance of their duties; and 
will relieve the subjects from the fear described above. For all these reasons - 
the Samdchdér hopes Government well bestow its due attention on the Surat trial 
and the railway cases which have put the prosecutions and the defence to the 


total expense of nearly a lac of rupees, and will take proper steps to prevent 
similar occurrences taking place in future. 


A correspondent of the same states that notwithstanding the recent in- 


crease in the police force of Surat, more robberies 

_ Complains of an increase have occurred of late than occurred formerly in this 

peal (acing robbery inthe town. ‘Three days ago the robbery of alarge amount 

He was committed in the house of a Parsi in Méachhali- 

pith, but the robbers have not been yet detected. The writer requests the 
authorities concerned to institute inquiries into this matter. 


The Jéme-/amsed (49) of the 24th October, states that the road going from 


the Waridw gate of the town of Surat to the village 
Rahat vue age al of Shiganpur has fallen into a dangerously bad condi- 
town of Surat and Shiganpur ‘ion. Ditches have been formed on its sides at a 
has fallen into disrepair, and certain place, and carts and passengers are likely to 


requests the Municipality and meet with accidents in them. The attention of the 
Local Fund Committee to re- 


pair it. Municipality and the Local Fund Committee is request- 
ed to its repair. 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 20th October, revives the old complaint 


about the great delay which takes place in the 

Revives the old complaint Bombay High Court in the disposal of suits. It makes 
rg a pd _ the usual observations about the justice dispenced in 
Bombes High Court. British courts of law being pure but very costly at 
a the same time, and long delays occur in getting it. 
It gives the recent instance of the suit brought ag&inst the G.I. P. Railway 
Company by the Begum of Bhopal, which, it says, has come to a close after 
dragging itself over the long period of three years. The Parast hopes the dis- 
pensation of justice will be made expeditious and cheap, and will, thereby; be 
placed within reach of even poor persons who under the present circumstances 
cannot well sue for it without being ruined in the attempt. 


het, Pe as ie 


- @ 


The A’rya Mitra (54) of the 20th October, apparently referring to the — 

Obecrves that the verna. ®Peech of Sir Alexander Arbuthnot on the occasion 
ine ct bee, Gk coe Oe g of the Vernacular Press Amendment 
loyal and has never written Act, observes that there is no reason to say that the 
any seditious matter,and the vernacular press has been improved by the Press Act 
Press Actis a useless restraint 4. is alleged. It has never written seditious matter, 
oun and will never do so. It was loyal before the Act, 
and preserved its loyalty till now, and will do so in future. The Press Act is. 
a useless restraint on it. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 20th October is not pleased with the Vernacular 
Press Amendment Act, and observes, with due defer- 

, that the trouble taken in passing it will not 
remove the disappointment felt by the people with the 
original Press Act. As observed by it before, the 
repeal of the censorship clauses will not only make no 
difference in the bitter effects of the law, but will put 
the second rate papers in a position more perilous 
than before to preserve their existence. It is true that the Government of India 
expresses a wish not to imperil the liberty of the press, and desires to enforce. 
the law with great care. . Its wish is really heartfelt, and it deserves the grati- 
tude of the people. But the very constitution of the Act does not convey an 
assurance that the good wish will be safely carried out. It does not assure that 
the officials to whom the carrying of it into force is entrusted will be able to 
carry out the wish. Hence the fear over-hanging the native papers of all 
ele is not lessened by any means. The Secretary of State appears to have 
ordered the repeal of the censorship clauses more through a desire to preserve 
the good name of the British rule than through pity of the vernacular press. 
The censorship of the press is an institution of arbitrary Governments like that 
of Russia, and Lord Cranbrook has wisely thought it was wrong to inflict it on 
the free rule of Britain. But that does not remove the reproach of the Press 
Act itself. The future historian will in recording it look not to the wish of the 
sagacious authorities and their experienced advisers, but to the constitution of 


Observes that the Verna- 
cular Press Amendment Act 
has made no improvement in 
the original Act on the subject, 
which is justly so very unpo- 
pular for its threatening the 
liberty of the press. 


the law itself. 


The Ahmedabad Saméchér (58) of the 16th October, but received on the 
22nd, in noticing the report for the last year on the 
civil hospitals and medical dispensaries of this Presi- 
dency recently published, observes that it seems that 
out of the population of two and a half kror of this 


States that the compara- 
tively little attendance at the 
hospitals and dispensaries in 
this Presidency is attributable 
to good medicines not, being 
dispensed by them, and re- 
quests Government. to supply 
them with such medicines. 


Presidency only nine lacs of people received medical 
aid from these institutions.. ‘This a very small propor- 
tion. The reason of so few people going to these 
institutions is that good medicines are not dispensed 


4 them. A large number of the people, therefore, have ceased going to them. 
he doctors in charge of them do not deserve any blame in this matter. Gov- 
ernment itself practises great economy in supplying them with the medicines. 


It ought not to do this. 


It ought to be liberal in the matter of the preservation 
of the health of the people. 


‘The Broach Wartamdn (61) of the 14th October, but received on the 20th, 


States that gambling is 
practised on certain as, | of 
the town of Broach, and re- 


uests the Superintendent of 
olice to put down the evil. 


states that of gamblers are to be seen bling © 
on certain ie of the town of Broach steer it, 
and requests the Superintendent of Police to adopt 
immediate measures to put down the evil. It says 
that it had on a former occasion made a similar 


request, but no attention seems to have been paid to it. 
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The Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 2ist October requests the authorities of 


Asks the authorities of. 


Surat to ascertain how many 
men there are in its police 
force who have been punish- 
ed by the criminal courts, 
and to dismiss them from the 
service. | 


who have been punished by its own criminal courts. 


The Swadesh Mangal (68) of the 15th October, but received on the 20th, 


Requests the authorities of 
Broach to change the place of 
the 
which is carried on in Suneri 
Mehel by some: Europeans, 
and which hurts the feelings 
of the passengers of the road 


going by it. 


me of pigeon shooting 


Surat to ascertain how many men there are in its police 
force who have been either fined or otherwise punish- 
ed by the criminal courts. The Government which 
raises its voice against the Native States which re- 
employ their servants who have been found guilty of 
criminal offences, should not re-employ its servants 


and the Nydya Prakash (67) of the 21st, state that some 
Europeans at Broach practise .at pigeon shooting in 
the Suneri Mehel in that town. The road to Achér- 
yaji passes by this place, and the feelings of the 
passengers of it are hurt by witnessing the wicked 
spot. It is said that on some former occasion the 
then authorities were censured (by Government ?) for 
carrying on this game there. It is hoped the present 


authorities will change the place. 


Municipalities. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 20th October, also complains about the spoiled 


Complains of an insuffi- 
cient tgs of spoiled water 
from the Vehar lake to the 
town of Bombay, and sug- 
gests a remedy for the former 
complaint, and requests the 
Corporation to remove the 
latter without delay. 


condition and insufficient quantity of the water sup- 
plied to Bombay from the Vehar lake. . It requests 
the Corporation to institute immediate enquiries into 
the sudden spoiling of the water, and to adopt speedy 
measures to improve it. It attributes the insufficient 
supply to gardens, fountains, manufactories and clubs 
being allowed to take it without the use of a metre, 
and permitted to spend it lavishly. Evenin the Town 


Council it was stated that this was the cause of the insufficient supply, from 


which the poor people particularly suffer. 


The best way of removing the com- 


plaint is not to allow water being taken in the above-mentioned places without 
a metre, and to see that it is not set aside or tampered with. 


Roalways. 


A correspondent of the Sudarshan (39) of the 19th October states from his 


States that the practice 
which obtains at the railway 
station at Sholapur of putting 
into the brake-van the per- 
sonal luggage of third class 
passengers weighing more 
than five seers is extremely 
“Inconvenient, and  recom- 
mends that it should be given 
up. 


personal knowledge that it seems to be the rule at 
the railway station at Sholépur to put all the per- 
sonal luggage belonging to third das passengers, 
weighing more than five seers into the brake-van. 
Tbis practice is different from what it was in former 
days, and is besides extremely inconvenient. For 
instance, sick passengers are thereby put to great 
hardships, as they are deprived of the use of their 
carpet bags containing eatables and medicines, until 


they alight at the place of their destination. The correspondent, therefore, 


hopes that the railwa 


y authorities will enquire into the matter, and make the 


necessary alteration in the interests of the public. 


! 


Native States. 


The Laka Mitra (55) of the 20th October, in alluding to the second report 


States that the Géekwédi 
| make several complaints, 
ae causes of which it believes 


of the Baroda administration recently published, 
observes that this important document mentions the 


different improvements made in the administration, 


; x ¥ = ; ‘ 
oa . P . 


are the increased taxes and and states that the different departments of it are 
_ -diffictties experienced "| satisfactorily working. This looks all well on paper, 
; tn ~~, and reads nicely. But the Gdiekwdd’s ryots do not 
ques wanto remove —~ . ae ee 
them. r to be happy. They make several complaints. 
| Sir T. Médhawréw ought to give his close and careful 
attention to discover the causes of them. The Mitra understands that the 
increased taxes and the difficulties experienced in obtaining speedy justice are at 

the bottom, and prays the Diwan to remove them. 3 


The Samsher Béhddur (57) of the 16th October, but received on the 20th, 
States that the administre. 7a188 the complaint that the administration of the 
tion of the Bhaunagar State Bhaunagar State outwardly looks fair, but inwardly 
outwardly looks fair, bot ins all is rotten. Almost all the offices are filled by 
side is all rotten; that the Nadgars. The State is administered by Messrs. Gaga 
Kip 7 eae gopper  Oz& and Shdmaldd4s, who carry every thing ac- 
e hands of Mr. Gaga Oza qe : one } 
and Mr. Shimaldés: and that Cording to their own wishes. Though the Thékor 
they have succeeded in keep- has received English education in the Réjkumér 
ing the real condition of it (College, he has been made a mere puppet by his Kar- 
concealed from the Political bhgries) who keep a strict watch over him and do 
and other officers. ; . P : 
| not allow others an access to him. They have open- 
ed colleges, hospitals and courts of law. They simptuously treat the Europeans 
who visit the State. By these means they succeed in keeping from the view 
of the officials, political officers and even Governors the real or the rotten condi- 
tion of the State, and in misleading them. The Thékor is not allowed to leave 
the garden situated outside the town of Bhaunagar in which he has been made 
to reside, and to go into the town without the permission of Mr. Gagé Oza, 


who, in granting the permission, takes care to be by his side until he returns 
to his residence. 


TTT Titiid 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 29th October 1878. 
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printed i in italics. 
} _ ‘in the list at‘the 


, and the number of the New 


Politics and the Public Administration. — 
Poona Municipal Commission was held on the 29th 


: oe 0% pst bat ps it was known that that was the last occasion on which 
: pane in the Poona Muni. that gentleman would be present at the deliberations 


cipality. of the Commission, a more than usual interest attached — 


to the proceedings. After the ordinary business was 


concluded, Mr. Ganesh Wasudew Joshi, speaking on behalf of the Commis- - 


sioners, praised in general terms the administration of Mr. Norman, and among 
other things, expressed a hope that he would, before his departure, pave the way 
for settling the question of electing the representatives of the rate-payers. Mr. 
Norman areal thanks in a language suitable to the occasion, and observed 
that in due time the wishes of the Commission expressed by Mr. Joshi would 
be fulfilled. The Dnydn Prakdsh regrets that Mr. Norman should have:spoken 
so indistinctly on the subject.of representation, and believes that if that gentle- 
man were instrumental in giving to the rate-payers a voice in the management 
of their municipal funds, his name would be held in greater veneration than it 
is now. 


A correspondent of the same states that the road between Nasik and 
Trimbak, which was constructed some years ago at a 
Says that the road between Cost of Rs. 80,000, is now very much broken up in 
Nasik and Trimbak is broken many places, and needs ts er He further adds 
. ag a mg cae a that Trimbak is on account of its sanctity much 
ths Executive Engineer should esorted to by pilgrims who go there by way of Nasik, 
take steps to put the whole and, hence, there is a considerable traffic on the road ; 
road in thorough orderforthe and the necessity of keeping it in thorough repair is 
convenience of the public. quite evident. Every year, the correspondent believes, 
a certain sum of money is allotted for this purpose; 
but owing, perhaps, to the insufficiency of the funds, sanctioned, the repairs 
extend only to a few miles from Nasik, or only as far as the European reaicleate 
care to go. Under these circumstances the correspondent hopes that the Execu- 
tive Engineer of Ndsik will be good enough to take steps to have the repairs 
made to all parts of the road to ‘Trimbak for the convenience of the public. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 24th October says that 
crsdeien of the Galb-tax. the English obtained mastery over India after fighting 
. @ couple of great battles, which so dazzled the natives 
that they concluded that the English were a mighty race. Subsequently the 
mutiny occurred, in which many brave English soldiers lost their lives ; but 
it was not allowed to get ahead, as the mutineers were not sufficiently assisted. 
After the suppression of the revolt, the British Government first deprived their 
native subjects of all their arms, and then bound them down by laws more 
painful than the strongest iron chains. Now, however, they have put their 
swords in the scabbards, and still boast of their bravery. Perhaps, through fear 
of their native subjects ridding themselves of those chains and re-gaining their 
lost power, the British Government has imposed a tax on salt, the source of all 
physical strength. 


The Kiran (9) of the 20th October, in an article on the frontier affairs, 
_. gays that in past times this country was always 
Says that the quarrel with troubled by disturbances of all kinds; but that the 


Amir ° bee . : | : | il | 
a aight siinin an Wes pon) reign of peace has begun only since the advent of the 


of the British Government, English. The result is that the natives have learnt 
and prays that the English to indulge in loud talk; but ifemergencies like those 
ren ox ga ba “,, Of former days were to arise, we shall find ourselves 

over. ro nes cope with them. Hence one cannot hel B 


sometimes thinking that the previous state of war an 


be» Doth 
Tig, 


The Dnydin Prakésh (8) of the 31st October states that a meeting of the. : 


‘Regrets that Mr. Norman ultimo, under the presidency of Mr. Norman; and, as 
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be easily accounted for! A certain foreign i not caring for the powerfu 

English nation, entertain a notion of invading India. IfCabul had been the only 
country concerned in the frontier politics, there need not have been any cause 
for anxiety ; but a nation flushed with pride by the reduction of a Mahomedan 
power appears to lend a helping hand to the ruler of Cabul, and it is dreadful 
to speculate on the consequences. The British Government perceiving this, 
gent an Envoy to remonstrate with the Amir; but this step having been taken 


somewhat too late, he was denied admittance and had to return ye ; 


from the frontier. If this quarrel should be amicably settled,—that it wil 


not be so settled may be taken to be an assumed fact,—we shall be great 


gainers; but if the end should turn out to be otherwise, our misfortunes will 
know no bounds. Leaving out of consideration that this calamity has been 
brought on us by a slight mistake of the British Government, we pray to God 
that the English people may be successful and may continue to rule over us for 
ever. 


With reference to the Bill which is now before the local Legislative Council 
on the subject of the indebtedness of the agricultur- 
Suggests some alterations ists, the Arunodaya (12) of the 27th October, remarks 


inthe Bill which is now before 
ies Inia Laatdlative Coneali that there can be no doubt whatever, that the poverty 


on the subject of the indeb. Of the ryots is entirely owing to the influence of their 
tedness of the agriculturists. sowkdrs; but, at the same time, considers that the 
measure in question will not conduce to the desired 


end. The following suggestions are, thereford, offered in lieu of those con- 


tained in the Bill, gwow' that the rate of interest should not exceed a certain 


fixed limit; that all bonds should be passed in the presence of an officer appointed 
by Government, or the creditor should furnish to the debtor a detailed statement 
of the transactions which have taken place between them from time to time ; 
and, finally, that the period of limitation for bringing suits or bonds should be 
extended from three to twelve or fifteen years. 


The Shiwdji (26) of the 18th October, in an article on “ Colleges and 
Students,” says that our present Governor takes great 
Approves of the mea- interest in higher education and looks with peculiar 
sures taken by (tovernment f d d O ap RS h 
to improve the attendance in ‘@vour On educated men. nh recently visiting the 
the colleges in this Presiden- Deccan College, His Excellency expressed his displea- 
cy, and thinks at the same gyre at the decline which had taken place in the 
— somemeasures shouldbe attendance at that institution. On, perhaps, finding 
opted to improve the col- 
lege system. that that decrease was due to the want of employment 
| which the students experienced in after-life, or to the 
discouragement which they received at the hands of the public authorities, His 
Excellency appointed a committee to investigate the subject. ‘This committee 
has already framed rules which have been communicated to the heads of the 
various civil departments; and, it is stated that all- appointments of Rs. 30 
and upwards per mensem should be given to men educated at colleges only. 
From the fact that His Excellency isa man of determined character, there is 
every likelihood of this rule being adopted. There is no doubt that the attend- 
ance will increase by the measures taken. However, an efficient staff is as 
well necessary to improve our college system. The Shiwdji takes exception to 
some appointments which have been made in the college since 1871, when the 
distinguished scholar who presided over that institution was transferred to 
another place, and considers that the Latin readership is not required, and, if it 


were abolished, the money so set free may be more usefully employed in giving 


additional scholarships. 


The Kashta Wildsini (27) of the 22nd October, but received on the 81st, 
Says that India has been S8#Y8 that the present condition of India is like that of. 
denuded of her wealth by % house deserted by its owner, or of a woman who 


lod tht people who have has lost her husband. The natives are a set of people 
I 


own houses with who fear to sin, abstain from killing animals, and are. 
prone to help those who are in trouble. Hence, on 
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tumult was perhaps the best. Why such thoughts arise at present in our mind can 
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account of their simplicity they have been robbed of every thing by 


ple who have filled their own houses with gold. Like a multitude of ants who 


ave come together by each set giving notice to the next and who destroy 
n 


every thing which comes in their way, 
is visited b 


The country 


dia has been similarly reduced to ruin. 
demons and devils both during day and night, and 


they could only be got rid of by the worship of God. 


The same gives in full the four articles of the treaty pro 


Says that the British Gov- 
ernment is alarmed at the as- 
sistance which the Russians 
are giving to the Amir, and 
hence false news is circulated. 


: posed to the Amir 
by Sir Lewis Pelly, and then proceeds to remark in | 
its usual incoherent and absurd manner, that it is well 
known that the Russians are in league with the Amir ; 
but the latter is still on his 


and is not likely to 
be duped like Turkey. he English Government 


feels alarmed at the assistance which the Russians are 


rendering to the Amir, and hence childish stories or claptrap is circulated 


through the medium of the English journals. 
stage of a theatre, and says to the being who appears in the 


Like a demon who comes on the 
guise of a deity 


that he will be allowed to live only on condition of his abandoning his throne; 
in order to avoid ridicule, care should be taken to prevent the publication of 


similar idle gossip. 


The same says that i 


Says that if it be true that 
the Chief of Jath has been 
summoned to Mahableshwar, 
then it is very likely that it 
is intended to restore to him 
the full authority in his terri- 


tory. 


t is rumoured that Amritrdw Sdheb Dafle, the Chief 
of Jath, has been summoned to Mahableshwar, where 
His Excellency the Governor, the Commander-in-Chief, 
Judges and heads of departments are at present en- 
joying the cool atmosphere of that station with their 
families. If this formation be correct, itis very 
likely that it 1s intended to restore to the Chief the 
full authority in his territory of which he has been 


deprived for some time past. Competent persons have been already conducting 
the administration of that State, so there can be no difficulty in carrying it on 
smoothly and without obstruction of any kind. 


With reference to the fracas which took place between Sir Frank Souter 


Concludes from the fracas 


which took place between Sir , 


Frank Souter and Mr. Pandit 
that it is perfectly useless for 
any native to remonstrate 
with Sir Frank Sonter or his 


subordinates, and that the. 


best policy under similar cir- 
—* is to submit to 
em, 


and Mr. Shankar Pdndurang Pandit, the Swadesh 
Mitra (28) of the 3lst October, remarks that if a 
native in the official position of the latter was obliged 
to confess to an ignorance of law and had to apologise 
after being subjected to the most cruel ill-treatment, 
then the condition of any ordinary person under simi- 
larly painful circumstances can be more easily ima- 
gined than described. One thing 1s, however, quite 
clear that it is perfect folly to argue or remonstrate 


with Sir Frank Souter or any of his subordinates, and that the best policy is 
to submit to them under all circumstances. ; 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 27th October, in a leader, headed, “The 


Observes that the six per- 
Sons of Surat charged with 
inciting the late riot in that 
‘town and who have been 
found not guilty, suffered 
miseries, &c., in consequence 
of the credulousness of Mr. 
Ollivant, on whom lies’ the 
whole blame of their suffer- 
mgs. 


credulous Mr. Ollivant,” observes that the work of 
ascertaining what had induced the traders of Surat to 
shut their shops and close business, was not only not 
intricate but was even easy. But several low slanderers 
told Mr. Ollivant falsehoods, and deceived and misled 
him, He had spent nearly fourteen years of his 
official career in the Surat district, and he exhibited 
at first calmness and composure in dealing with the 
people. But afterwards he became disturbed and 

grew hot; and in this condition of his mind believed 


whatever he heard, and dispatched on the day of the riot a report to the 
Bombay Government stating that certain persons appeared to him to have 

incited the disturbance of that day. Had he consulted any respectable persons He 
of the town on the subject, he would have easily ascertained the truth, He 
was requested in the Gugerat Mitra of the 7th April last todo so; but he paid 
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no attention to the suggestion. Had Mr, Hope or Mr. Pratt been in his place, ie 
_ they would have immediately taken it up. The credulous Mr. Ollivant helaved as 
the slanderers, and prricmrte f the enquiry into the matter to one ill-suited to ee 
erform the responsible work. The latter over did things, and scandalized = 
fimeelf and, without reason, the Government. The six respectable and inno- Saee 
cent persons had to suffer a great deal by the negligence committed by Mr. os 
Ollivant, on whom lies the hole blame of their sufferings. AS 
The same, in another leader, requests Government to appoint a Commis- 
sion to ascertain the slanderers who falsely. accused - 
Prays Government to ap the two native Editors and four others of inciting the es 
point a Commission to enquire : | f sui ya 
into certain points connected recent riot at Surat ; what had induced them to bring 
with the ease of the two na- this false accusation ; why they were not apprehended ae 
tive Editors and four others for giving false information to Government officials ; . 
charged with inciting the late who prepared Kdsirdm and the Borah and other false : a 
riot in the town of Surat. . : : a. 
witnesses ; who others took part in this case which has ee 
put Government to a great deal of trouble, and brought it under an undeserved a 
blame ; and who ought to be held responsible for the great cost undergone both a 
by the six accused and the Government in this ease. The Commission alone a 
will be able to find out the truth on these points, and lead to good and satis- 2 
factory results. If this is not done, some encouragement will be given to the ee 
crime of getting up false evidence aud witnesses, which will lead apparently to oe 
more serious consequences. | 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 28th October, prays Government to 
| lessen the rate of the court-fees in the case of suits 
Requests Government to filed by or against the Deccan ryots. Government is | 
reduce the rate of the court- determined upon relieving these ryots from their vs 
fees in the interests of the : 5 : : ‘ 
general population, and par- great indebtedness. It thinks of improving the objec- 
ticularly on those of the tionable mode of lending and recovering the loans 
Deccan ryots, to improve given by the money-lenders to the ryots. There are, 
pase impoverished condition however, other matters which also must be considered 
Government is thinking of . >. ae 
3 and properly arranged, in order to be able to carry as 
out the praiseworthy object of affording relief to the oe 
ryots. ‘The Samdchdr has already expressed its opinion and made suggestions oe 
in regard to the land-assessment. The second important matter for considera- 
tion is the court-fees. Its rate is seven and half per cent. on the amount claimed, os 
and proves a great burden to the agricultural ryots. It ought to be reduced i. 
in their case. It is true that a great deal of income is derived from this source. oo. 
It is said that after defraying the expenses of the judicial courts a large balance 
remains behind which is credited to the account of the general revenues of the 
country. But justice ought to be dispensed free of eost. If this cannot be well 
done, it ought to be made at least cheap. The justice dispensed by the British 
Courts of law is renowned for its sacredness and impartiality. But it is eom- 


plained that it is dear. It ought to be made so cheap as to be within the reach Foes 
of even poor persons. The court-fees, therefore, ought to be reduced so low aha 
as to bring in no more than what would be required forthe cost of the courts of ug 
Jaw. This should be done in the interests of the general population, and parti- a 


cularly in the case of the Deccan ryots. | a (CF le 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 26th October, but received on the 28th, in a ; # 
| para. headed, ‘The expenses of the Government pro- : ane 


States that an order has secutions,” states that within a short time three pro- “ee 
been issued for the payment ae 


of the experises of the Surat S0CUtions were made by Government. : ri of — ee 

prosecution of the two Editors WS against the Surat | ditors and four ou ro his bo ae 

aoe four others by the case was without any foundation for it, and its con- vocal 

‘at aaa zl — clusion was ret eewring. and wretched. ‘The Gov- ne 

¥ Mestions the justice 0 : anti -O- : ye. | eS 
imposing this burden on that ernment refused to pay the fees amounting to Rupees a 


Corporation. ten thousand of Mr. Branson, the Confsel for the ~ 
prosecution, and enquired how so much expense was jas 
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ity 


_ made in a case for which there was little foundation. Mr. Ollivant has given 
' an explanation that information against the accused in this case was given tu 
him by respectable persons, ard sent in their names. It is not known what 
other explanation has been given by him. But an order has been issued to pay 
Mr. Branson’s bill from the funds of the Surat Municipality. What fault has 
that Corporation done in the failure met with by the authorities in the success- 
ful prosecution of the case, that it should be burdened with the expense? asks the nee 
Jéme Jamsed. (The same of the 28th October notices the statement made in — Peek 
the Surya Prakdsh (45) of the 26th instant, that Government has not refused to ) 
pay the bill presented by Mr. Branson, and has issued an order to the Surat 
treasury for its payment; and observes that if it be so, and the burden has not 
been imposed in the Municipality it is certainly satisfactory. 


The same of the 29th October contains a communication, the writer of which 


states that on one occasion he requested Government ee 

Requests Government to through this paper to abolish the currency of the es 

ge the curreticy of the Broach rupees, which are current in the town of Surat | F 
roach rupees which ¢ircu- and a few villages round about it only ; but no atten- es 

lates only in the town of ,. | nee gs oa 

Surat and a few villages tiom seems to have been paid to his request. These ae 

round about it. rupeés were once current throughout Guzerat; but ; 


they are now no where received except in Surat. 
The discount for this rupee varies, and is two annas at the least. The laborers 
and villagers from the surrounding tract bringing articles for sale into the town 
of Surat are paid in these rupees, and suffer loss. It behoves Government there- 


fore to abolish this currency and protect the poor people from the loss which 
they suffer. 


The same of the 31st October in once more alluding its complaint that the 

oe new fashioned hired buggies in Bombay are not con- 

of Palos taken ts seduce venient, observes that though the rate of fare for these 

the fare of buggies plying for Carriages sanctioned by the police is heavy, the bug- 

hire in that city, and to giwdlds screw out more from persons who engage oo 

deprive a buggiwalé of his their carriages. It is true that people need not pay . 

Hicense 1f he exacts from a none than the sanctioned fare; but the drivers refuse ey 

passenger more than the sanc- | ue ‘ “ae 

tional fas. : to allow passengers to get into their carriages before 

the latter consent to pay the fare demanded by them. 

People submit to this tyranny to avoid a quarrel and a scene with such low 
persons. The Commissioner of ‘Police should, therefore, relieve the public from a 

this tyranny by reducing the present high rate of fare, and by depriving of his — a 
license a buggiw4l4 who exacts more than the sanctioned fare. a 


~The Akhbdére Sowddgar (50) of the 30th October, does not approve of the : 
settlement out of court of the case in which Sir Frank 
i Thinks that both Sir Frank Souter, the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, ordered 
ya gol oor marron te asd into custody and kept for some hours in a lock-up oe 
in the case in which th, Mr. Shankar Pdndurang, the Assistant Collector of a 


former removed the latter to License-tax in Bombay, for obstructing him in the 
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= pone lock-up for obs- discharge of his duty. The Sowddgar observes that = 
of his” duke ur seoheree the settlement of this case out of court has given rise ee 
approve of the settlement of +0 different versions of it. In the absence of any a 
this case out of court. trustworthy information, if an opinion is to be formed : a 
with regard to this case on the particulars of it alread A593 
known to the public, it would seem that both the parties are more or less liable a i 
to blame. Sir Frank discharged his duty in prohibiting letting off fire-works ao. OS 
close to the road ; and it is surprizing that.a gentleman of Mr. Shankar Pén- aa 


durang’s position, who must be well versed in law, should have obstructed him © 
in the discharge of his duty ; and consequently he deserved blame if he ques-~ 
tioned the Commissioner or any other police officer’s authority to prohibit him 
from letting off fire-works. On the other hand, the Commissioner did injustice 
toMr, Shankar. If Sir Frank thought that he (Mr. Shankar) had infringed the 


“” 


law ad had. committed some crime, he (the Commissioner) hed open to him 


the proper way tp Fe-pay 


harshly in ordering 


police station barefooted and without sufficient clothing 


him for the offence. Instead of doing this, he acted 
Shankar on knowing who he was, to be taken to the 
on his person. Thus, 


oth these officers for a short time committed mistakes which cannot be pas 
over. In not letting this case to be disposed of by a court of law, and in 
settling it out of court another mistake has been added to those committed 
before. (The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 31st October, in a leader on the same 
subject, headed, ‘‘ The character of the subject is a toy of the police,” observes - 
in its usual humorous style, that all persons know how the character of the six 
respectable persons of Surat was destroyed by the police of that town. 
Recently Sir Frank Souter, the Commissioner of Police, who achieved renown in 
the case of Malhérréw Gdekwdd of Baroda, has injured the character of Mr. 
Shankar Pdndurang. After stating that the latter gentleman questioned the 
Commissioner on his apprehending his servant how he (the Commissioner) could 
do so without a warrant, and that thereupon Sir Frank apprehended Mr. 
Shankar also, and marched him to the lice station barefooted and without 
sufficient clothing on his person, the Mitra observes that it is certain that if the 
- Commissioner has committed any rudeness in this matter, the case would be 
settled out of court. But it will be well if Government takes some precautions 
to prevent the police from thus making a toy of the character of the people. 


The same of the lst November, in announcing the apprehension at Bushire 

BS a igs of the murderer named Rajab who assassinated at 
India 40 exercise its influence LY 2zad, in Persia, on 20th November 1874, the late 
with the Persian Government Rashid Meherbdn, an influential and rich Irani Parsi, 
for duly punishing the mur- observes that the assassin who is a relation of some 
derer of the late Rashid officers of the Persian Government, made his escape 


Meherban, an influential and 
rich Irani Parsi of lyazad and 
a headman of the Parsi com- 
munity of India, who has 
been recently apprehended at 
Bushire. 


immediately after committing the crime. He was 
protected by some lower officers of that part, and could 
not, therefore, be apprehended so long. Through the 
exertions of the commercial partners of the deceased 


Iréni gentleman at Bushire, the murderer has been 
apprehended while he was preparing to proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

he Bushire firm has telegraphed to their house in Bombay that the murderer 
is yet under arrest, but the Persian authorities are secretly plotting to set him 
at liberty ; that the authorities at Shiraz and Teheran have been informed about 
his apprehension, but have taken no notice of the matter ; and that the Bombay 
house should pray the British Government for help to obtain justice in this case. 
The Sowddgar, therefore, requests the Government of India to exercise its influ- 
ence with the Persian Government, and get the murderer duly punished for 
assassinating- Rashid who was a headman of the peaceful and loyal Parsi sub- 
jects of India. Ifthe Government complies with the above prayer, it will lay 


under deep obligation the whole of the Parsi community. 
The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 24th October, but received on the 27th, states — 


States that one Jiwan Mul- 
chand has been suffering im- 
prisonment before trial for 
two months on suspicion of 
having received some stolen 
property, and asks how long 
more is he to remain in that 
condition. © 


Requests the Commissioner, 
. Northern Division, to abolish 
the long-complained-of prac- 
tice of the Government offi- 
Clals in Ahmedabad to put 


that one Jiwan Mulchand was apprehended two 
months ago on suspicion of having received the stolen 
property robbed from the house of Mr. Rangildas of the 
hebrew s Library. He is still suffering imprisonment 
ow 


without his case being disposed of. 
is he to remain in prison before trial? asks the 
Mitra. 


The Samsher Béhddur (57) of the 23rd October, but received on the 27 th, 


ong more 


requests the Commissioner, Northern Division, who 
is shortly to visit Ahmedabad on his tour in Guzerat, 
to abolish the long-complained-of practice of the Gov- 
ernment officials to put carts to forced labour. It 
suggests that carts required for Government servic 
may be obtained from contractors. If he does tl 


work, he will confer a great lessing on poor cartsmen. 
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| The Guzerat Saméchar (68) of the 26th October, but received on the 28th, 
complains that several Karkuns of the Mamledér of ' 
Chordshi decide points in favour of those from whom 


Complains against the con- 
duct of the kuns of the 
Mamled&r of Chorashi and of 


the Karkuns in the Civil 
Courts (at Surat ?). 


they receive money. The writer also complains that 


the Kérkuns in the civil courts (at Surat?) do not. 


propery attend to the business of the villagers, and 


requests the head officers to see that poor people get due redress. 
The Nydya Prakésh (67) of the 27th October, after making a brief allusion 


Complains that educated 
natives do not get the same 
liberal treatment in regard to 
employment under Govern- 
ment as educated Huropeans ; 
mentions the case of the 
_ thirty students of the Cooper's 
Hill College who are allowed 
an annual stipend of rupees 
two thousand each while 
remaining in England; and 
prays Government to give 
the same hberal treatment 
to low-paid natives as is 
accorded to highly paid En- 


‘Topeans. 


under the 


to the happiness enjoyed by the people of this country 

‘British vernment, and to the wary of 
employment and occupations experienced by them 
latterly, observes that several of them say that not- 
withstanding the natives receive a high Sduedtion and 
pass in the Matriculation, F.E.A., B.A. and L.C. exa- 
minations, if there are no vacancies they are told to 
wait until some occur. But in the case of Europeans, 


- when they have received an education they at once 


begin to draw the pay. For instance, it 1s said that 
thirty men of the Cooper’s Hill College could not be 
at once provided with places, and yet each of them has 
been given an inninal allowance of two thousand 
rupees while continuing to attend the college. If 


this be true, why should they be paid when they are not employed? Last year 
the Assistant Superintendent of the Guzerat Revenue Survey was transferred to 
another place, and thereupon several low-paid native servants of that depart- 
ment were discharged from service. This yedr Mr. Summers came out as 
Assistant Superintendent, and some low-paid natives were employed. It is just 


and proper that low-paid natives should get the same liberal treatment as is 
given to highly paid-Europeans. 


The same observes that the black Act has gagged the native press. It was 


Alludes to the gagging of 
the native press by the new 
Press Act, and observes that 
it is desirable that English 
papers written by the natives 
— be started, as they 
alone can carry the popular 
complaints to the sathorities 


expected that it would be repealed ; but it has been 
confirmed by the Press Amendment Act. And now 
the native papers must publish the complaints of the 
peers within certain bounds. The Press Act has 
made it desirable that English newspapers written by 
the natives should be started, for these alone can carry 
the complaints of the natives to the local and the 
Supreme Governments and to Secretary of State for 


India. Hence it is desirable that numerous such papers should sprees. The 
The 


Prakdsh then announces that an English paper entitled, “ 


Weekly 


Reporter,” will be started at Surat from January next. 
The Swadesh Watsal or the Patriot for the month A’shwin Sanwant year 


Observes that Government 
sometimes does not give sa- 
tisfaction to the public in the 
Fer 4 non-official 
members in the Legislative 
Council of this Dicidency. 
and pives a few names from 
which it would be well in its 
Opinion to make a selection 
for new appointments. 


1934, in an article headed, “ Our Legislative Council,”’ 
observes that Government selects and appoints the 
non-official members in this Council, "but many times 
it makes appointments dissatisfactory to the public. 
There are two reasons for the failure of Government 
in this matter. One of these is that it does not know 
who are the advocates and the leaders of the society ; 
and the other is that, it does not leave the work of 
selection to the people themselves who can do it best, 
but performs it itself, The Paériot in alluding to the 


a8 3 non-official members, expresses great satisfaction to see among them Mr. 
| prs ree spam from whom it expects good service to the public. It also 
‘Temarks that it would have been better had Raw Sdéheb Wishwandth Ndrdyan 
Mandalik been re-appointed in the Council, and new appointments been made 


from among Mewsrs, Nawroji Fardunji, Shéntérém Néréyan, Raghundth Nérdyan 
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Khote, Néndbh4i Haridés and Ndéndbhai Bairdmji Jijibhdi. By the last observa- 
tion the Patriot does not, however, mean to er me the present non-official 
members. Its object in making it is to show that, while the above-mentioned 
gentlemen are able persons who have ulready made a name for themselves, and o 
who can most assuredly render useful services in the capacity of a legislator,the $= ~~ 
present non-official members have yet to show to the public their abilitiesand = = = — 
make a name for themselves. The Patriot believes they possess the requisite ae 
abilities, and hopes they will use them in benefiting the public. It is our dut i 
to believe that the Government makes the appointments of the Councillors with — 1 
due consideration and foresight. But it is also our duty to make from time ae 
to time, with due deference, suggestions which we consider as beneficial to the ) 
interests of the public. 


The same, in a leader, headed, “* The Surat riot case,” makes some 
remarks on the recent trial at Surat of the two native oe on 
Makes some observations iditors and four others accused of inciting the riot oo ©.) 8 
on the Surat trial of the two which ogcurred in that town a few months ago. The ) 
native Editors and four others -. . : a 
who were charged with incit- Oxigin of this case, observes the Patriot, had a connec- 
ing the late riot in thattowa. tion with the new license-tax. ‘The people had been 
7 worried by the famine and the high prices, and. the 
poor and ignorant persons thought it @ great hardshipto see that the license-tax Ss 
was imposed at such a hard time, To make matters worse the traders of Surat >. 
closed their shops ; and all this excited the ignorant classes to makea riot. The ie 
good and leading persons of the town were making before the riot an attempt 
to get up a petition to Government informing it that the people detested the 
new tax and praying for redress. The closing of the shops inflieted miseries 
on the people. The local authorities tried to'induce the traders to open the 
shops. They did not, however, succeed in this, and, afraid of being blamed in 
this matter by the higher authorities, began to suspect the good and leading 
men as having a hand in the matter. Taking advantage of this state of things, 
some designing persons whu had an aecess to the authorities and could get a 
hearing from them, told them exeiting falsehoods about their own enemies, and 
made the minds of the authorities more inclined to their suspicion that the 
higher classes had abetted the riot. The police was set at work, and there 
appeared alarm and complaint partly on account of the vexation and tyranny 
caused by the police, pery on account of the false fears of the people, and 
partly on account of the envious conduct of some persons towards their enemies. 
The two native Editors, a Wakil, and three other respectable persons were ap- 
prehended on a charge of inciting the riot, and their trial came on before Mr. 
Pollen. The conduct of the alas the Government and the High Court in 
this case requires to be considered. The behaviour of the police was bad and 
rovoking,—at all events it did not adopt a just conduct towards the accused. 
It unnecessarily dishonored them by putting handcuffs upon them and dis- 
gracing them in public. The part performed by Government, though not illegal 
and against the administrative policy, was, however, in many particulars dis- 
approvable and a little awkward. In one way the High Court was not wrong 
in disallowing the rule nisi granted by it. However, it had made a misteke in 
supposing that the applicants would get due conveniences in their trial at Surat > ae 
after all that had taken place. It was rather difficult to suppose that the wit- Se 
nesses would, with sufficient independence, give evidence within the jurisdiction c 
of the police against which bitter complaints were made. For other reasons 
also Government should not haye opposed the application for the transfer of the ere 
case to the High Court, or should have at least removed Mr. Motilal from the ecm 
management of the case. The substance of the evidence given at the trial was “ae 
that several witnesses exposed the police and those who had assisted in getting a 
up the case, and that new witnesses were produced to contradict them. Ins- ees 
pector Motilal was perplexed in giving evidence on some points. In some ~ gts 


matters he had to admit falsehoods. His pitiful appearance showed the weak- 


. 


\ “eee 


* 


ness of the prosecution, ‘I'he Collector of Kaira refused to produce a report 
made once about Mr. Motildl’s conduct in @ certain case; and this confirmed 
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cis 
Sakae’ 


_ the suspicion entertained about the Inspector, and not only the weakness but 


the fabrication of the prosecution became cago The conclusion of the 
trial was just and very satisfactory to the public, and reflects great credit on 
the good Judge, the Assessors and the Counsels for the defence. 
| Municwpalities. 7 
The Bombay Saméchdr (48) of the 29th October, after alluding to the im- 
Hequecta ‘es’ Wiinicipalt ortant conveniences for extinguishing street fires in 
of “a +5 dheien eas ny . Bombay, of steam fit'e-engines, of a well-trained fire 


the telephone for hastening brigade, and of the Vehar water, observes that in 


the arrival of fire-enginesand spite of them one or more houses are generally com- 
br ‘ eT soe oa of pletely burnt down before the fires are put out. This 
seagate ers pa unsatisfactory result takes place in consequence of the 
delay of about an hour from the moment of the breaking out of a fire which is 
caused in the arrival of the fire-engines and their commencing work with the 
Vehar water. ‘Considering the costly buildings in Bombay, the valuable pro- 
perty in them, and the crowded inmates of them, it seems highly desirable that 
the use of the new invention of the telephone should:be made to hasten the 
arrival of the fire engines. This new machine should be put up between the 
different police stations and the places where fire engines are stationed, as well 
as between the former stations nth the place whence immediate orders can be 
issued for directing the course of the Vehar water to the quarter in which a 
street fire has broken out. The Samdechdr hopes the Municipality will devote 
its immediate attention to this important suggestion in the interests of the lives 
and valuable properties of its constituents. ; : 


. Native States. . 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 24th October, but received on 


the 27th, contains a communication, headed, ‘ The 
Repeats the frequently- 


wade ooeaplaint of late aos political atmosphere of Nawdnagar, No. 1,” the writer 
Kélubhé has been unjustly Of whicli repeats the complaints frequently made of 


disinherited, that his son has late and several times noticed in these summaries, that 
been made to suffer as un- Kélubhd, the disinherited son of the Jam of Nawé- 


justly as his father; and . 
recommends that Captain’ 2@8a, was innocent of the charges brought against 


TTT 


Salman, the officer in charge 
of the Nawanagar State, should 
make certain énquiries about 
certain employés of this 
State, &. 


him; that he has been condemmed without allowing 
him an opportunity to make his defence ; that his son, 
an innocent child, has been as unjustly disinherited 
as his father; and that the Jém has taken to heart and 
grieves over the ruin of his son. He has taken to 


‘Spirituous liquors to forget his grief, and devotes no attention whatever to the 
affairs of his State. The writer then observes that Captain Salmon should, if 
he means to superintend the State properly, see for himself what are the abilities 
of the Revenue Commissioner of this State, what office he held before his 
appointment here, and what pay he drew there. He should also make similar 
enquiries about Head Accountant R4wji. But there is a doubt about his doing 
these things, as his orders are implicitly obeyed. If he orders the Diwan to 
take a certain person in service, he is immediately employed. Babu Kishor 
Mohan Bhose drew a salary of rupees sixty, but now gets rupees two hundred. 
Mr. Khérkar is censured for bringing a number of foreigners in the State, He 
is also charged with ingratitude in the matter of Kdlubha. 


The Samsher Béhddur (57) of the 23rd October, but received on the 27th, 
: ) inserts a communication, the writer of which charges 
Complains against the Ju- Madmal, the person who is a great favorite of Khan 


i tear bean ofthe State Bdhddur Sale Hindi, a deputy of the general superin- - 


4garh and against one 
l, @ reader of special 
on made to the Nawab, 


tendent anda reader of the special appeals made to the 
court of Jund4garh, withholding the cases of the petition - 
ers from being placed before the authorities of the 
State, unless he is paid bribes. The writer gives some 


» 


fit 


instances in support of the above assertion, and says that the first class magi 
_ and thesecond and third membersof the appeal court also are given to receiveb 
_ He also states that there are nine hui ined sons in the jail at Jundgar 
of which about two hundred are suffering imprisonment in consequence of: 

sentences havi m passed upon them for the crimes commit r 
but the remainder are in prison without regular, sentences being passed upon => 
- them. The Nawéib is requested to set them at ng a | after anenquiry, asthey 

e 


M4 
+ a 


_ are unjustly suffering imprisonment and are a burden upon the State. The - 


Samsher also observes that a large number of Ndgars are employed in the an 
Judical Department of this State. They are the relations or connections of the ~ 
_. Diwan, and do not scruple to exercise tyranny on the ryots. This de ent 4 
3s most defective and a blot on the otherwise fair administration of thisState. $§8 ©. 


= 


| . | The Ahmedabad Samédchdér (58) of the 28rd Oc- as 


q States that mountedrobbers tober, but received on the 30th, states that within the ae 
L. + Prowt Gnd pluncer tavelere at Ree of Withalghad, a village which formerly = 8} ~~ 
| seg atoning Wyrnrwyg longed to the State of Lakhtar, several mounted a 
| Se Matic! A beak ta ; robbers prowl about and plunder travellers. It, there- a 
ant Political Agent in charge : go : bribe 
of the Wadhwan State to put fore, o. the Assistant Political Agent in charge es 
them down. of the Wadhwan State to adopt due measures to put rey 


hem down. 


| G. W. KURKARAY, ae 


2 3 Reporter on the Native Press. a Sea 
¥ 4 
Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, : me 2 
Poona, 5th November 1878. ae 
; é 
| | BOMBAY ; PRINTED AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, oes 
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under different heads, which are printed i in n italics. 
and the number: of the Newspaper in the list at the 


4 ‘ - 


Politics and the Public Administration. 


‘The Indu Prakdésh (1) of the 4th November, in an article on the vernacular 
Observes that the provision Press and native officials, says that among the numer- _ 
“ty the new Vernacular Preea OUS objects which the Government appears to have . 
Act prohibiting criticisms on had in view in passing the new Press Act, one was to 
the conduct of native officials protect native officials from the animadversions of the 
se aah hace pag wrcaner vernacular press. But, since there is absolutely no 
connection between seditious writing and criticisms of the conduct of native 
officials, it would seem that they are counted in the same rank with those 
ignorant. people whose minds have become perverted by the writings in the 
ress ; or it may be that just and lawful criticism of their conduct is not relished 
y Government. Had, His Excellency the Viceroy stated the names of those 
native officials who dreaded the criticisms of the native press, an opportunity 
would have occurred of discovering whether they were young or old, honest or 
dishonest, how they discharged their official functions, and what was their 
behaviour towards those who came in contact withthem. To give the protection 
of the law to those officials who dislike strictures on’ their own conduct, is not 
at all a proper proceeding, and the passing of this Act instead of advancing those 
objects which the Government have had in view, will, probably, lead them to 
transgress the law; and that such opinion is not unfounded may be gathered 
from the instances which have been published in this journal on various occasions. 


A correspondent of the same says that when, persons charged with non- 
bailable offences are carried out of jail they are sub- 
Objects to the practice of 


a eats oh eating band. jected to much unnecessary indignity by having 
aa ge sebahios shakoea with hand-cuffs put upon them while their cases are under 
non-bailable offences while investigation. It is, therefore, suggested that they 


being carried to and from the should be carried in carts. This change is not opposed. 
places of confinement to the +> the law as it stands, while it is calculated to give 
offices of the Magistrates. ee : as ‘ 
a 9 the police less power of doing harm. As it is consti- 
tuted at present the police consists of low, ignorant and uneducated set of 
people; and, in order to prevent these from injuring quiet and innocent persons, 
this alteration should be made. The writer further observes that if it is neces- 
sary to employ sub-judges on Rs. 200 per mensem and upwards to try trifling 
civil suits, it is not fair to entrust criminal cases,in which the character is at 
stake to officials on very low pay, as is done at present. It would, therefore, 
be in the interest, both of Government and the public, to have in each taluka an 
officer as learned as our present sub-judges are, and these should be only 
endowed with third class magisterial powers. Any increase of eost which would 
be required to effect this object could be met by diminishing the pay of 
Mémledars and their clerks, and by doing away altogether with some of their 
appointments. | 


Another correspondent of the same writing from camp Momindbad, says 
that the new Post Master of that station, by name 
ay that the new Post R4mchandra Chinuji Rangéri is a man of abandoned 
aster of Mominabad is a man | ‘ ° | : ‘ ; 
po peel nai ei na character, and is not at all fit for the discharge of his 
duties, Several charges are already pending against 
him ; but the investigation into them is postponed until the arrival of some ~~ 
ie authorized to conduct it. This man sold useless materials belonging to 
his office. Part of the proceeds have been credited to Government and the. rest ~~ 
has been appropriated by him. He does not, besides, open the postal packet ... 
in the presence of his official subordinates, but-employs his own domestic ser- > 
vants and relatives for the purpose. Various other chafges of misconduct are 


mentioned against him, 


‘ a 
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\! 


+2 
Cog Ws 


es 


4 


’ A correspondent of the Native — (2) of the 8rd November, states 
sii deal init Wi that We sersp atgndér oe gc of einige cs nig oF. 
ee prived of their Watans as they were unable to fin 
ee a . traces of the robbery which nae committed at the 
house of a certain oilman, named Méruti bin Jiwbd. 
Those who were employed in their stead were distinctly told that they must 
discover the robbers in question within six months. Not only did they fail to 
accomplish this, but several new robberies have taken plate during their time, 
which have not yet been found out. The dismissed R4mosis are in a condition 
of utter destitution. It has never been the practice to remove Rémosis be- 
cause they were unable to:trace the robberies which happened within their 
jurisdiction ; and as nothing has been urged about their having misconducted 
themselves, it is not fair to turn them out of their posts for merely trifling faults. 
Some of the new Ramosis are men of damaged character, and it is a matter of 
surprise that they should have been re-employed. Their misconduct in other - 
respects has also been brought to the notice of the police authorities, but without 
effect. These men have established a systematic course of annoyance by charg- 
ing two annas on all animals which are brought to the market, and, besides, they 
do not allow travellers and carts to pass through the town without exacting 
some fee from them. The correspondent, under these circumstances, hopes that 
Government will be pleased to direet their attention to this subject, and trusts 
that steps will be taken to re-instate the old Ramosis. The natives of India 
are glad to live under the British Government and enjoy the security of life 
and property which it gives; but the conduct of the police in this taluka has of 
late esmme perfectly intolerable, and no one can say as to whose character may 
be the subject of attack. | . 


A eorrespondent of the Daydn Prakash (3) of the 4th November, states that 
Indépur has for the last two years been suffering from 
Prays Government to defer a dreadful famine; and although prospects seemed to 
= one year the collection of improve this year, yet there is nothing but a wet 
e Municipal house-tax, the ih gt “eres : 
license-tax and the land as- ‘amine in view. In the mean time the license-tax has 
sessment in Indépur. been levied, and notices have been issued for the 
| payment of the land tax for 1876. To add to all 
these miseries, the Collector has imposed a house-rate even in opposition to the 
views of the members of the Municipality, and the new impost has also received 
the sanction of Government. Now, the cultivators on account of the payment 
of the land tax, the traders on account of the license-tax, and the whole community 
. on account ofthe house-rate, are oppressed with a fearful sense of anxiety for 
the future. Under these circumstances a hope is expressed that Government 
"op be pleased to postpone the collection of the taxes in question for one year at 
east. 3 


The Dnydnodaya (8) of the 7th November, contains a letter from a native 
Beik bk is talline Cacia. Christian, who com lains of the caste distinctions 
tian, and complains that the Observed by the Bréhmin clerks in the office of the 
Brdhmin clerks of the office Mdmledér of Parner. In justification of this state- 
of the Mémledér acted to- ment the writer describes minutely the incidents of 
eye ous: aso nunwt would his visit to the office which was oecasioned by his 
| geht having had to eash notes, and states, among other 
things, that in handing over writing materials and in delivering rupees, the 
Brélmin clerks conducted themselves towards him (the writer) exactly as a 
Kunbi would behave to a Mahdr, or a human being to a dog. 


The same in noticing the fracas between Sir Frank Souter and Mr. Shankar 
Observes that the amicable Pdndurang Pandit, observes that in a quarrel between 
settlement of the case arising a Kuropean and a native, the latter is sure to go to the 
out of the fracas between wall, while the former would, invariably, escape scot- 
r Frank Souter and Mr. f Th D , oda h f, f , | 
Shankar Pandurang Pandit ‘Tee. e Unydnodaya, therefore, approves of the 
was for the benefit of the amicable termination of the dispute in question, the 


latter. more so as Mr. Pandit who appears to have been in 
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the wrong from his subsequent admission, would have been indubitably punished. 
The natives of India should keep in mind the story of an earthen and a copper 
pot in the Ausop’s fables, and should act accordingly. ee 


A correspondent of the Jagan Mitra (13) of the 4th November, complains 

that although many persons who have qualified them- 

Bc: ame ar ig te vivir, Selves for the public service by passing the requisite 

gives employment to persons examinations, are available, yet individuals not pos- 

who have not passed Public sessing such qualifications are preferred for employ. | 

Service Examinations, in pre-e ment in the offices of the Survey Department at 

aaa oe who have Ratndgiri. Thus the object of Government in insti- 

tuting public examinations is defeated, and the inter- 

ests of qualified candidates are sacrificed. The correspondent, therefore, hopes 
that all’officers will be good enough to direct their attention to this point. 


The Kalpataru (17) of the 3rd November, in an article on the present 

a condition of India, states, among other things, that 

: Fico yg parang nae the people are harassed by calamities of all kinds. 

people of India. . This is represented by the picture of a man decorated 

with thirty-four signs which show the aggregate 

burden which the natives have to bear. Twenty-eight of these marks indicate - 

taxes imposed for Government and Municipal purposes, while the remaining 

indicate evils resulting from the existeilte of thieves, paupers, scarcity of food, 
visitations of Providence, diseases and other petty nuisances. : 


The same, in a leader on the Bill relating to the indebtedness of the agri- 

_ Cultural population, says that if the Government pass- 

Sug ae prs 28 ayn ed ever. so many enactments the object in view will 

SAatiral oo not be attained. If, however, it be the real intention 
FyOw. : “ig 

a of Government to ameliorate the condition of the 

masses, the present Bill should be abandoned, and Government should assume 

the position of creditor, should limit the rate of interest, reduce the revenue 


assessments, improve the Stamp and Limitation Acts, and leave off the craving 


after money. 


Says that the British Gov- 
ernment has no good grounds 
to invade Afganistan. If it 
entertains any fears from that 
side it should keep due watch 
on the frontier. 


The Karndtak Wartika (32) of the 20th October, 
but received on the 27th, contains a conversation 
between one Bharata and John Bull in the form of a 
dialogue on Cabuil affairs. A translation of it with 
slight omissions is given below— — 


J ohn Bull.Well, Bhdératara4w, where have you been strolling ? 
_ Bharat.—I was sitting in the library. 
J. B.—Tell me the news which you have been reading. 


Bh.— What news is there except the tumult in Cabul! There is nothing 
else whatever in any newspaper. 


J. B.—Well, what do you think of the quarrel ? 


Bh.—To tell you the truth, I consider you as the most self-seeking, violent 
and proud péople in the world. 


J. B.—These are very strong epithets. 

Bh.—They exactly hit the mark. 

J. B.—What if it is proved that they are not applicable. 

Bh.—I will then acknowledge my mistake and beg your pardon. 
J. B.—Well then state the grounds of your accusation. _ 


Bh.—Your very proceedings ! 


J. B.—You mean the war with Afganistan ? 


Bh.—Yes. 
bour ? 


Why have you drawn your sword against that helpless 


chy Noe? 
Met ee 
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‘J. B.—Because he has ‘nmalted us, 


PR eae 


Bh.—In what way has he insulted you ? 


J. B.— Was it right that he should prohibit our Envoy from entering his — 


territory? | } 
Bh.—I now see the reason why you are so bent upon invading his country. 
This is violence. 
J. B.—Then why should he prohibit our entrance ? 


Bh,—On what grounds should he allow you free passage? Whence did 
you acquire the right ? 


J. B.—(Scratching his head.) From whence? Are we not on friendly 


terms with the Amir ? 
Bh.—He does not want your friendship. 
J. B.—Then he must be prepared to suffer the ulterior consequences. 
Bh.—You mean war. 
J. B.— Yes, I do. 


Bh.—If the Amir had possessed double your strength, or if he had been at 
least as powerful as France, Prussia, or Russia, what would then have 
become of your rights and the consequences you speak of ? 


J. B.—(After thinking over a little.) Then you believe that we are going 
to invade his country because he is comparatively weak? 


Bh.—Yon see through my meaning. 


J.B.—-Pardon me for saying that you do not thoroughly understand our 
present politics. 3 


Bh.—I shall not get angry even if you abuse me; and I beg you will 
extend to me the same indulgence. 


J. B.—There need be no doubt on that point, 
Bh.—Well then, tell us your policy. 


J. B.—Hear then. Would it have been necessary to send an Envoy to 
Cabul if the Amir had . possessed twice our strength or had been as 
strong as France or any first class Huropean power? Never. The 
Russians wish to make him a thorn in our side, because he is weak 
and helpless, Have you ever considered as to how he has managed to 
survive up to the present time? Had we been so disposed, we could 
have alte invaded and annexed his territory; but we preferred to 
take a different course, as he acts as a sentry at our gate against an 
nation wishing to invade India. Now, it was for his interest as well 
as ours that he should be on friendly terms with us; but he thinks of 


admitting into his country one who is our arch enemy. Are we not, 


therefore, justified in drawing our sword against him? We, however, 
did not proceed to such extremities at once, but determined to give him 
a gentle warning. He has, however, not profited by it; on the con- 
trary, he has grown insolent and has had the audacity of even closing 
his gates against us. This fault even would have remained unnoticed ; 
but it is because he is on the point of spiting at us under the protect- 
ing egis of our arch enemy, that we have thought it fit to draw our 
sword. You must now admit that the accusation which you made 
that we were ready to draw our sword against the Amir because he 


is weak, was the result of insufficient knowledge; and I trust I have — 


succeeded in convincing you of the mght which we undoubtedly 
possess of sending an Envoy to the Amir. 


Bh,—The substance of your argument is this, that you would have con- 
ago; but it was allowed to remain indepen- 
dent on the understanding that the Amir was to act as your sentry. 
But as he is now going to join your enemy, you consider you are 


quered Afganistan lon 
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remark that you would have subju Afganistan long ago. You 
must. remember the former apetiia which the British Government 
sent against that country, and its consequences; but comparing his 
strength with yours, it cannot be denied that you are powerful enough 
to conquer it. But that you allowed the Amir to remain independent 
as an act of grace, or that he may act as your sentry, is not correct. 
_In the first place, your own territories in many parts of the world, but 
you do not employ sentries in those places. You could easily invade 


and annex the neighbouring kingdom of Burmah; but what is it that 


prevents you from taking sucha step? You will be only increasing 
your already unwieldy territory, and the whole empire will become 
unmanageable. It is, therefore, quite clear that the Amir is as in- 
dependent as the King of Burmah. Again, you say that the Russians 


taking advantage-of the weakness and helplessness of the Amir, have — 


endeavoured to estrange him from you and to make him a thorn in 

our side. May I ask what evidence you have for this charge? Is it 

, ecause some Russians have of late visited Cabul? I cannot-conceive it 
probable. However silly the Amir may be, it is impossiblé to believe 

that he does not know his own interest. That he would deliberately 


trust a foreigner and pick up a — with a powerful neighbour, is — 
al 


what I cannot for a moment allow. Admitting, however, his folly 
even to this extent, are you not capable of chastising him when you 
please? Keep up then your own vigilance and be on the alert. You 
are incurring an unnecessary responsibility by picking up a quarrel 
with him. . | 

J. B.—I admit that there is considerable force in what you say; but you 
are slightly in error which you will soon know. Depend upon it that 
John Bull is not a man who will suffer a stigma to rest on his 
character. It is now office time and I must say good bye. 


The same of the 8rd November states that the work of assessing under the 


| license-tax has already commenced at Dharwar. 
i wo Pig giv™ Every one complains that the incidence is very heavy. 
pellant against the license-taz Lt is stated that about four hundred appeals have been 
assessment that the other ap- filed; but the following case shows how very likel 
sap are not likely to be they will be disposed of. A certain seller of cloths 
Hl — ao the appeals was assessed at Rs. 80, and on his showing to Mr. 
fase Wiltshire that his annual income did not exceed Rs. 


1,000 that gentleman replied that he had not to pay too much! 


A correspondent of the Dnydén Bodhak (44) of the 28th October, in a long 
letter, asserts that, as a general rule, a Diwdn-or 
bial oF 3c Ka4rbhéri for the time being manages to give employ- 
i he sage ment to those who belong to his own caste. In con- 
his own cast people. -  firmation of this statement, he cites the instance of 

Rdéo Béhédur Mahdddji Wdsudew Barwe, the present 
Karbhéri of Kolhépur. This gentleman is a Conkani Bréhmin by race, and 
during his administration the fortunes of the Conkani Brdéhmins, and particularly 
those from Ratndgiri have been on the ascendant. The Karbhdri who is a per- 
fect adept in the art of flattery, somehow succeeds in bringing: every European 
to take his own view of the case, and keeps on good terms with the Political 
Agent. It is, therefore, not an easy task for persons of other castes to obtain 
situations in public offices in the State of Kolhapur. 


The same in an article on railways, approves of the construction of a rail- 


Complains that the Kér- 


way from Sholépur to Dharwar by way of Bijdpur and. 


ae Mes from Kalddgi, and believes that it will afford superior 
of Bijépur sha eal } a facilities for traffic than one from Bellary to Karwir. 


one from Bellary to Karwar, Besides, in laying out the latter the cost will be much | 
‘he greater than in the former case, as many heavy works: 


‘justified in punishing him. In the ak ge I take exception to the 
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j will have to be undertaken in carrying the railway over the ghauts which 
intervene between the two stations. _ 


The Hitechchhu (46) 


Praises the police of Ah- 
medabad for preserving order 
in the fair and the temple of 
Narsinhaji the last new year’s 
day of the Sanwat era; re- 
quests it to make similarly 

arrangements on certain 
eodays in the Gosaiji’s 
Mandirs; and censures the 
Sec to the local Muni- 
cipality for not watering the 
rt which the op 


- tioned temple is situated, and 


the Rajpur road on the last 
fair day. : 


of Ahmedabad of the 31st October, but received on 
the 3rd November, applauds the police of the city of 
Ahmedabad for making good arrangements in the 
temple and the fair held in honor of Narsinhaji in that 
city on the last new year's day of the Sanwat era. By 
making these arrangements it prevented thieves and 
rascals from benefiting themselves in the large crowd 
which gathered on the occasion. It is requested to 
make similarly good arrangements in the crowds which 
assemble on certain hdélidays in the Gosdiji’s Mandirs. 
The Hitechehhu at the same time censures the Secre- 
tary to the Municipality of Ahmedabad for not water- 
ing the road on which the above named temple is 
situated, and the Rdjpur road on that day when nearly 
three-fourths of the population of the city took a part 


in the fair. Every year the local newspapers request that these roads should 
be watered for the due convenience of the people, but he has never done it. 


‘ The same states that on the last new year’s day of the Sanvat era the 


Hopes the heads of Gov- 
ernment offices in the city of 
Ahmedabad will prevent the 
peons of their respective de- 
partments from going about 
begging for presents on the 
new year’s day of the Sanwat 
era. 


as 2 reproach to the head 


peons of several Government offices in the city of 


: Ahmedabad, such as those of the Collector, the Judge, 


the Police, the Small Cause Court, the Nazir, the 
(Educational ?) Inspector, the Deputy Inspector, the 
High School, the (Training ?) College, the Mamledar, 
the City Survey, the Hospital and others, went about 
the city begging bakhshish or presents from the people. 
Good people consider this contemptible conduct of them 


s of the several offices, who, the Hitechchhu hopes, will 


prevent the peons of their respective departments from such begging. 


The Guzerat Mitra 


Thanks the Government of 
India for conferring the title 
of Khan Bahadur on Nawab 
Mir Gulim Bahdékhan of 
Surat ; but at the same time 
regrets to see Government 
has not conferred on this 
nobleman a hi gher title than 
the one which is conferred on 


ordinary persons and even 
Inspectots of Police. 


(47) of the 8rd November, in alluding to the meeting 


held on the 2nd instant at Surat for presenting to 
Nawab Mir Gul4m Babékhdn Séheb, the sanad bestow- 
ing on him the title of Khén Bdhddur, expresses 
great pleasure to see that the Government of India 
has conferred a title on this Surti gentleman, and 
gives thanks for the same. It is, however, much 
concerned to see that such a low title has been confer- 
red on him. The Nawdbisa nobleman. He is the 
head of the family of the K4ji, and claimant to the 
titles of the late Nawab of Surat. This high social 


position entitled the Nawab to a title — than that of Khé4n Bahadur which 


is conferred on ordinary gentlemen an 


is § 
receive this low title. 
or the title of Sir. 


urprised to find that the Nawab himself di 


even Inspectors of Police. The Mitra 


not decline with thanks to 


He ought to have been honored with the Star of India 
The reasons which may have induced the Government to 


bestow the title of Khén Béhddur, ought to-have sufficed to grant one of the 


two titles mentioned above. 


(The Mitra, in another place, regrets to see that 


the local papers were not invited to the meeting held for the formal presenta- 
tion of the title to the Naw4b in the Municipal Hall, and observes that this con- 
duct of the local authorities shows how they act towards the newspapers. It is 
also very much astonished to find thatthe reporters of the papers were not 
allowed admission into the Hall to take a report of the proceedings of the meet- 
ing). The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 7th Povuuber contains a conversation 
written in its usual humorous style in Urdu, between two Mahomedans, one of 
whom utters the sentiments as are expressed by the Guzerat Mitra above, as to 
the desirability of bestowing a higher title on Nawdb Mir Gulém Baba than 
that of Khén Béahddur). Lis 
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The same condemns ,the decision of the Madras High Court decreeing 
Aes a gi Rs. 300 for dam and costs of the suit in the case 
i aceon bp Nagel ‘n Of Christopher Hill vs, the Madras Tiines in which the 
the case of Christopher Hill Plaintiff claimed damages of Rs. 25,000 for a libel of 
os. the Madras Times which him published by the defendant. The latter publish- 


has cast the defendant into qd some libellous matter affecting the former. It, 


7 rk eet eR Abo ‘however, on the next day of the publication of the libel 


drew the next day of the gave an explanation as to how it happened to be 
publication of it as a restric- published, and corrected the mistake. 7 doing this 
tion on the liberty of the it showed its good faith in the way usual with news- 
eee papers. The High Court admits this, and observes 
that the defendant’s doing so did not leave the plaintiff any cause of complaint. 
It, however, followed the letter of the law, and has cast the defendant into 
damages and costs of the suit. Most papers have justly condemned this decision. 
It is a legal offence, no doubt, to libel any person; but to withdraw it in good 
faith is a sufficient amends for it. If it be not so held, there will be no protec- 
tion to the criticisms of newspapers. The decision of the High Court is, if it be 
nothing else, an open encroachment on the sacred rights and just rules of news- 

aper criticism, and it may not be wrong to condemn it as a restraint on the 
iberty of the press. 


The same, in a leader, headed, “ The branch schools of this place,” dis- 
approves of the alleged decision of the educational 
Disapproves of the alleged authorities to amalgamate the two Branch vernacular 


decision of the Educational : | 
sathiowitios Go nenklguiiside tbe schools of Surat on the Ist of January next. ‘The 


two branch vernacular schools -ttra observes that the two schools, viz., the one of 
of the town of Surat, as it Haripur and the other of Gopipur, are and have been 
thinks that the amalgamation for a long time so located as to be within a convenient 
og art re tin distance to the young boys who attend them. By 
vd dete. Pasi their amalgamation and location in the Khapatia 

Chakl4 as proposed, the young students will have to 
walk every day a longer distance than they do at present. Again, the two 
schools together contain more than three hundred boys, and they learn the first 
three standards. When the two institutions are amalgamated there will be 
about one hundred students learning each standard. Iftwo forms are made 
for each standard there would be about fifty boys in each form; and if the 
services of the assistant masters in one of the two schools are dispensed with, 
a master will have scarcely sufficient time to teach efficiently every one of them 
the subjects prescribed for a class within two hours, The present number of 
the assistant masters in both these schools must for the proper tuition of the boys 
be retained after their amalgamation, which cannot bring in any other advan- 
tage, not even of rent of school-building, than that of doing away with the 
services of one of the two head masters. For such a small saving Government 
ought not to do — with the arrangement of the two branch schools which 


has continued for a long number of years and which is so very beneficial to the | 


young students. If Government does not continue the existing arrangements 
the loca] Municipality ought to make a grant of a monthly allowance of one 


hundred ee for the henefit of the young boys, and the Mitra hopes it will 
not fail to do so. 


The same, in a leader, headed ‘“ What is the reason of this?” asks six 


Siena ee ces questions in connection with the late Surat prosecu- 
regard to the Suckt prosece, 08 of the two native Editors and four others, who 
tion of the two native Editors Were charged with inciting the late riot in that town, 
and four others for inciting and expresses a hope that if not the Bombay Govern- 
the late riot in thattown,and ment, the Supreme. Government will take up these 
8 ay a beta ae sy agg and pass a due decision on them. The 
ma pass @ decision on them, Mitra, at the same time, under the contingency that 


the latter does not notice and pass a decision on them, 
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advises the six accused to write a pamphlet on them and presen 


: | resent a copy of it 
to each of the members of the Parliament, showing that august tribunal how a 


veil is thrown, over important matters in India. I.—It has been proved that 
certain persons gave false information to Mr. Ollivant against the six accused ; 
why have they not been prosecuted by Government for the offence? why 
they not been made to re-imburse Government for the great cost undergone by 
it for the prosecution of the accused? II.—Why has not KasirAm been prose- 
cuted for inciting the late riot, which, by his own confession, he encouraged the 


people to commit? III.—Why did Mr. Ollivant take the deposition of Kdsir4m _ 


when he was brought from Nargol, and not send him to Mr. Lely, the Special 
Magistrate at- once? IV.—If Mr. Ollivant thought he acted legally in taking 
KaAsiram’s deposition, why did he not himself take the deposition of Fakird 
Kanséré at Jaldlpur, and why did he get the Third Class Magistrate of that place 
to record it in his presence? V.—Mr. Ollivant states in his evidence that he 
was informed of the names of the six accused on the day of the riot, and they 
were apprehended one month after that day ; such being the case, how was it 
that on the 4th July he said to Mr. Golabdas on seeing him in jail that he was 
surprised to see him there? VI.—Mr. Pollen, the trying Judge, thought that 
the case against the six accused was a got up one, and that the witnesses (for 
the prosecution) were themselves implicated in the riot, and to escape punish- 
ment they gave false information to the police; and he, therefore, considered 
the witnesses who confirmed as well as those who contradicted before him the 
statements made by them before the committing Magistrate, as having perjured 
themselves ; such being the case, why has (the Public Prosecutor) asked permis- 
sion (of the Session Court) to prosecute only the latter and not the former 
witnesses for perjury ? 


The same, in a leader, headed, “The public service and our students,” 
expresses pleasure to see that His Excellency the 
Is glad to find that His Governor’s attention has been drawn to the working 
Excellency the Governor hes of the Educational Department of this Presidency, to 
directed his attention to find the defects in the system of public instruction, to the 
out the canses of the decrease ‘ ' 
‘1 the number of attendance means required for their removal, and to other matters 
at the colleges, and hopes connected with this important subject. His Excellency, 
that due encouragement will observes the Mitra, possesses the requisite abilities to 
“9 piggetos eto scaer remove these defects gradually, and they shine the 
af a athe graduates most in his character of a statesman. A sufficient 
into the public service, im- encouragement has not been hitherto given to educat- 
pressing on their minds, at dq natives by a due admission of them into the public 


ine Same time, the necess'y service. Sir Philip Wodehouse’s Government first 
sbtde. held the B.A. graduates of the University eligible for 
tion to independent private Jy. ONS 
enterprize. the posts of Maémledars; but afterwards it withdrew 
the ordersand passed another one, declaring them fit 
only for the posts of Kd4rkuns of 35 rupees in the Mamledar’s Kacheris, and drew 
upon itself the displeasure of the public. The latter order is still in force, and not 
a single B.A. has as yet come forward to benefit himself from it. Such dis- 


couragement has led to a decrease in the number of boys studying for the higher 


education, It is gratifying to see the present Government has appointed a. 


committee for suggesting measures to cure the evil. The advocates of higher 
education are anxiously waiting for the results of the labors of the committee, 
and it is hoped that the rights of educated men to an admission into the public 
service will be clearly defined, and thereby a proper encouragement to higher 
education which it sadly lacks will be given, While doing this the authorities 
ought not to forget to impress sufficiently well on the minds of the educated 
natives, the great desirability of their not looking forward solely to public ser- 


vice, and of directing their attention to independent private enterprise as well. 
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The same, in a leader, headed, “ The necessity of submitting a memorial to 
Advises the people of Surat Lis, Excellency the Governor by the people of Surat,” 
to submit a memerial to His @dVises them to pray the Bombay Government to 
Fixcellency the Governor to sppaint a Commission to enquire into the causes of 
appoint a Commission to trace the late riot in that town. ie Mitra observes that 
Say on ang of the late riot though it cannot concur with Mr. Pollen, the Special 
7 si Session Judge, in his remark that the disturbance was 
a preconcerted affair, it thinks that it attained a more serious form on account 
of the incidents which had an indirect connection with it. Neither the four. 
prosecutions in connection with the riot nor Mr. Olfivant’s report on it can 
convey to Government an exact idea of ite eauses. ‘The first two prosecutions 
were made at a time when the people of Surat were said to be terror-struck, and 
the accused in those cases did not put forth amy defence. Though in the ease 
of the native Editors and four others both the prosecution and the defence were 
conducted with great trouble, the counsel for the prosecution, on a considera- 
tion of the impoverished condition of the accused, withheld a great deal of 
evidence which would have been very useful m that case. Mr. Ollivant has 
been found to have been v credulous in this case, and to have acted with 
those who took a part in preparing it. The apprehension of the six persons 
has spread a rid among the people of this town. They think that in this 
case a wrong use of authority was made by some officer, and are afraid of their 
own safety being imperilled by a similar misuse, unless Government takes a due 
note of the conduct of the official who committed it. To submit'a memorial to 
His Excellency praying him to appoint a Commission to trace out the causes of 


the riot, is to their own advantage ; and the Mitra hopes they will not neglect 
to take this step. 


The Bombay Samichér (48) of the 4th November, in noticing the report 
that the stones of the old and delapidated Masjid 


In noticing the report that 
the stones of the old and de- 
lapidated Masjid at Khandwa 
which led to the aceidental 
“murder of the late lamented 
Captain Pemberton, the Com- 


missioner of that place have . 


been returned to the persons 
claiming them ; observes that 
this case ought to serve as a 
lesson to Government officials 
to decide matters affecting 
religion with great patience 
and due discrimination. 


which had, unfortunately, led to the accidental murder 
of the late lamented Captain Pemberton, the Commis- 
sioner of Khdndwd, have been returned to the place 
whence they were removed and delivered over to the 
persons claiming them; observes that if this report be 
true, it gives rise to new thoughts about this unfor- 
tunate affair. Mr. Bhogchund, the Assistant Commis- 
sioner, by whose orders the stones were removed, 
first stated that neither the murderer nor any other 
erson had a right to them; and that none hadisins 
im had made a claim to them. Now, however, it is 
stated that they have been returned to the persons who 


claimed them. This shows that the first enquiry about their ownership was 
not made with due care, and a mistake was thus committed. After severely 
condemning the act of the murderer, and approving the return of the stones to 
which one or two Anglo-Indian papers object, the Saméchdr observes that this 
unfortunate affair gught to serve as an important lesson to Government officials. 
Some of them perform some acts in a hurry and without aM to hurt the 


feelings of the parties concerned, and, ga? furnish cause for 
arge mumber of the people. 


among a | 


issatisfaction 
hen such cause affects ordinary 


matters it is passed over; but when it touches the delicate matter of religion it 
some times gives rise to evil results. Even in this latter case it ought not to 
produce such effects; but a large portion of the population of this country is 
illiterate, and some unreasonable persons from among them ee commit 


mischief. For these reasons it behoves Government officers, whether 


Europans 


or natives, to decide such matters with great patience and ‘due discrimination. 
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| Slates that the reason of a ‘Tramway ( “Bombay, and the consequen 
_ large number of horses be- lying of a lesser number of cars than those plie 
ree . Py Mgr in bebe observes that these horses do not pect to ae 

> ROERpeny I Somosy as | ae ° : at eee 

- sick appears to be their bemg suffer from any particular disease, and seem to be Pr 
overworked, and requests the affected by the over-work exacted from them. They are ies 

: 8 sea ag y topre- well fed and in every other respect well taken care of; = 
pa to be allowed torride in - DUt they are made to draw heavier burdens than they  ~— 

qa tramway car. are able to do. One horse is madete draw acarcon- 
taining forty passengers, and two horses a car con- 

taining fifty or sixty persons. Such heavy work undermines the health of these 
animals; and their sad and wretched appearance and the cruelty practised 
upon them have been frequently commented upon. The Samédchdr regrets to 
see that neither the society for the prevention of cruelty to animals nor the 
police has ever taken any notice of this matter and has prevented the Tramway 
eee carat from over-crowding its cars, and recommends the police to prescribe 
the number of passengers which should be allowed to rideina car. It suggests 
that four passengers on each bench in a car will be a moderate burden to the 
animals drawing it, and requests the authorities concerned to adopt this 


suggestion. 


ITITLITIT IIT] TITY I IT) F 


The same of the 8th November is extremely glad to note the great loyalty 
once more shown by the several Natives Princes and 

Is glad to find that the Chiefs towards their paramount power the British 
“eat iva a le dues Government, by offering it not only their armies but 
and heartfelt loyalty to the even their pecuniary and-other resources for employ- 
British Indian Government, ment in the probable war betwean India and ae 
by their offering their armies Afganistan, in which the latter is likely to be assisted — 
oe oe haar orp caching by Russia. The Samdchdr alludes to the great and deep 
Be ns Yate aad Afea- loyalty exhibited by the Indian Princes and people 
nistan, towards the Government on several occasions,—in the o 
| mutiny of 1857, at the visit of the two Royal Princes 

to this country, and at the assumption of the Imperial title by the Sovereign,— 
and observes that the fresh instance of the existence of the same praiseworthy 
feelings in them mentioned above, must thoroughly silence their aspersers. 


(The A'rya Mitra (54) of the 8rd November expresses similar sentiments. 


The A’rya Mittra (54) of the 38rd November also thinks that Mr. Shankar 
Péndurang Pandit did not commit such a grave offence a 
Thinks that Sir Frank as to deserve the treatment given him by Sir Frank % 


Souter acted rather harshl ° es : . 
etait Tile: Sembee Pika Nd Souter in the last Diwédli holidays of being taken to 


rang Pandit in the affair *he lock-up without proper clothing on his person, and. 
which occurred between the of being confined therein for a few hours. The police 
two in regard to the letting acts sometimes high-handedly and brings innocent 
5 Big oa i eee persons into trouble undeservedly, as it did in the 
Diwali holidays. oe ease of the two native Editors and four others of 
Surat who were accused of having incited the late riot 
inthattown. However, as the result of that case has shown, the justice dispens- 
ed in British Courts of law is most impartially and conscientiously dealt, and eh 
beyond the infliction of inconveniences and annoyance for a short time, the police es 
cannot commit more mischief. The treatment given by Sir Frank to an officer + ee 
of Mr, Pandit’s position who is not only an Assistant Collector of the License-tax 
in Bombay, but also holds magisterial powers which the Commissioner of Police ee. 
himself does not possess, has very naturally spread great fear among the people - ~~ 
of their faring much worse than Mr. Pandit if they incurred the displeasure = = 
of the police. The Mitra then asks the question, what did Mr. PanditdoPand =. 
answers it by remarking that he did not commit murder, nor cheating, nor any =... > 
serious offence against Government. His men were letting off fireworks in the = ~~ 
6nP9—11 [con 519] | 
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edt ‘ hem his name. The Commissioner lost 
| his temper and ordered Mr. Pandit to be taken into the police custody. The 


Commissioner pro perly issued an order prohibiting the display of fireworks on 
high road on which horses and carriages move. But there seems no necessity 


for the application of this order to compounds of houses and bye-roads where 


horses and carriages go very scarcely. In Kéndewddi and the different lanes — 


of Girgaum very few carriages go ; and hence there was little need of applying 


the prohibitory order to those quarters. Leaving this question aside, and ~ 


supposing Mr. Pandit committed an offence by letting off fireworks in his com- 
pound, the Commissioner could get him summoned and duly punished by a 
Magivtrate. He did not show disrespect to the Commissioner, nor abused him, 
nor assaulted the police, and there was no need of his being immediately ordered 
into the custody. -Hence it seems the Commissioner did not exercise due dis- 
crimination in acting as he did with him. The settlement of this case out of 
re ge left the people in the dark as to which of the two parties was really 
at fault. ; | 


The Mitt Prakdsh (62) of the 2nd November, but received on the 6th, states 

. that Mr. Sheppard, the Collector of Kaira, has gone to 
bomtastor of Kalcs talting ee the village of Rdlaj about six miles distant from 
appellants against the assess- CUambay. He has called there the persons who have 
ment *of the license-tax, to appealed to bim against the assessment under the 
the village of Ralaj near license-tax. The Prakdsh sarcastically observes that 


rnc where he has en- thege people ought to be thankful to him, as they will 
enjoy there the bracing sea-weather and improve their 
health. 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 4th November states that both fever and 

- cholera have made their appearance for some time 

ot — ‘ eee te past in the town of Mangalor in Katty war, and seve- 
not taken any measures to Yai residents of it have deserted it, and some of them 
mitigate the epidemics of have come to Bombay. The Kdsid is astonished to 
fever and cholera which have find that the Political Agent of the province has not 
aati) ot Sianinaes past adopted any measures to check the epidemics and the 
‘great dearness which prevails in that town, and re- 


quests the attention of the Government to this matter. 


The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 4th November requests the attention ~ the 

se | police authorities of the town of Surat to the complaint 

Gln Gilveken ia a made by the Guzerat Samdchdr (66) of last week, that 

town of Surat sleep in some some of the newly employed policemen when going 

Linge or cou oping they go on their beats at night, sleep after twelve in the 

oe yenre * Ment. verandas of some house or other and pass the night. 
They thus neglect their duty of moving on the watch. . 


The Swadesh Watsal or the Patriot (70) for the month of Kartica, Sanwat 
Praises Mr. Pollen. the YC! 1935, in a leader, headed, “Mr. Pollen and the 
apecial Session Judge, who result of the Surat riot case,” highly praises him for 
tried the Surat riot case, for the most commendable independence and love of 
the great independence and justice shown by him in the disposal of this case. It 
ia diepaacl cody he or ;, 38, however, much concerned to find that the special 
see that he did not bs te the session Judge has in his finding of the case tried to 
persons who got up this base. show that Inspector Motild] was free from the blame 
mes shee madeanattempt (attempted b the defence to throw upon him). It 
dicen thew — eee re _ observes with regretful astonishment that while he 

ee commented upon the behaviour of the witnesses who 


gave evidence against the accused, upon their untrustworthy evidence, and upon -- 


the falsehoods they deposed, he has observed with regard to those witnesees for 
the presecution who stated contrary to what they had deposed before the 
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 eommitting Magistrate, that had they stated that they had given evidence 
eS re the Magistrate through a fear of their being punished (for being impli- 
gated in the riot), such a statement would have been more trustworthy thanis  —- 


their assertion that they had been tatored by the police to make those state: 


ments. This observation of the Judge appears to have proceeded more from a 


desire to save the police from the charge brought against it than from any thing 
else. Whatever may be his real sentiments on this subject, a large and discri- 
minating portion of the public thinks that the statements of the witnesses 
exposing the tyranny exercised by the police on them is more trustworthy, and 
that it is not so very innocent as Mr. Pollen thinks it to be. It would have been 
well had the Judge done the two under-mentioned things. When he believed in 


the evidence given for the defence, expressed a high opinion about the accused, 


and considered them not guilty of the accusations brought against them, he 
should not have forgotten to express his contempt of the oppression exercised 
on them, and pity to them ; and, if he had done so, he would have given some 
consolation to these unfortunate people, who have been ruined in their efforts 
to get justice. He should also have shown independence and impartiality to the 
same extent as were shown by the Honourable Justice Bayley in the case of 
Lakhmsi Punsi, and the Honourable Justice West in the case of the Rani of 
Koth, by exposing the guilty parties and exempting Government from all 
blame. He should have exposed the persons who had concocted this case, and 
shown thereby that Government who is ever anxious to deal out justice does 
not deserve the least blame in this matter. However, the public is not less 
grateful to him, nor does it under-value in the least what he has already done. 


The same, in another article, does not approve of the appointment of Mr. 
Sayad Edroos as an additonal Member of the Bombay 
Does not approve of the Legislative Council. He has little knowledge of law. 
Mf ointment of Mr. Sayad Much cannot be said about his education. The same 
§ as an additional Mem- R : oe : | 
ber of the Bombay Legis-. may be said about his general information. However, 
lative Council. he is reported to be a sweet and humble talker, to 
accost persons, bowing very low, and to be extremely 
polite; and these qualities have, probably, covered his shortcomings: He 
seems to be wanting in experience of the complaints of the people and the means 
for removing them, and in ability for effecting a good understanding between 
the governors and the governed. He did not cut a good figure in the witness- 
box inthe Surat trial. There are more reasons for doubting than for trusting 
his assertion that the two accused grain-brokers in this case made signs to the 
shop-keepers not to open their shops, when they accompanied him to induce 
them to re-open them and resume business. After making a few more unim- 
portant remarks on his evidence, the Patriot observes that he does not seem to 
ave ever taken sufficiently leading part in public matters; and for all these 
‘Teasons it would have been better had some other honor than that of a legislator 
been bestowed upon him. 


Municipalities. 


The Broach Wartamén (61) of the 4th November states that each of the. 


landing places. on the river Nerbudda has become 

jams tee local Municipality precipitous, and requires the adoption of immediate 
he gfe: ae B ggenes measures to protect the people from meeting with 
the roads leading to them. accidents at those places. The roads to these land- 
ing places are also broken up in several places, and 

they too require repairs. "The local Municipality is requested to attend to 
_ these works without delay. 


The Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 8th November has heard a report that a 


Mikes thi Hie i arge number of deaths having occurred in Mangalor, 
mbay to sdk Beer. Bhegsél and the pargands of the Jundgarh State from 
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- ‘tions'to prevent the breaking fever, maty peop 
out of fever in Bombay from y 
‘the arrival of men from Kat- 

tywar where its bad type has . 


a 


true, it behoves 
pality to take due precautions to prevent the break- 


ing out of the epidemie in Bombay. 
Native States. . 


A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (34) of the 2nd November states that 
Pile k pecatiat dion | * certain Mdng committed three murders in the 


in the Nizam’s territory, of Aurangdbdd Zilla. The man was subsequently tried — 


asking @ prosecutor whether and found guilty, and judgment was passed upon him 


the culprit should be visited to the effect that he should be beheaded. ‘The sen- 
with the extreme punishment 


aris ee tence in due course received the sanetion of Sir Salar 
: ae Jung. On the day on which the Mang was to pay 


the last penalty of the law, he was taken to the place of execution surrounded 


by sepoys with drawn swords, and just before the fatal moment, the officer . 


charged with the duty of carrying out the sentence asked the prosecutor, 
according to the custom prevailing in the Nizam’s dominions, whether the pri- 
soner’s head should be separated from his body. The proseeutor, with a heave, 
replied in the negative, and at the very moment the man was set free. Upon 
this the correspondent observes that it being unsafe to remain in the Mogal’s 
territory, he there and then left and came to Nandgaon. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 3rd November contains a communicated 


iis « how Gueuibiene 0 article, the writer of which is re-joiced to learn that 


aeepnekteeeeedfseekeYteSheeheeeeeahed cS 


Sir T, Madhawraéw in regard 
to his approaching visit to 
the Gaekwddi Mahal of Am- 


Sir T. Médhawrdw, accompanied by Mr. K4ji Shébudin, 


intends presently to pay a visit to the Amreli Panch- 


mahal in Kattywar, belonging to the Baroda State. 
He expects a great deal of benefit from this visit, and 


suggests the programme of the way by which the 
Diwén should go there, and of what he should do at some of the places he would 


visit. He should visit Amreli by way of Wadhwdn, Rajkot, Gondhal, Jetpur 
and Ménekwdda in succession. By doing this he will be able to make a com- 
parison between the improvemerits made in the villages of the feudatory taluk- 
dérs of the Gaekwddi réj, with those made in the town of Amreli. Secondly, 
he should encamp outside the last-named town, and keep about him his own 
men and not any of the policemen of the town, and allow free access to peti- 


reli Panchamahal in Katty- 


war. 


tioners. Thirdly, in the time of Wahiwatdérs M4wji Hirji and Hansr4j M4wji - 


the revenues of the Amreli Panchmahdal amounted to about eighteen lacs of 
rupees; since the last four years it has come down to half that amount. A 
Commission should be appointed to ascertain the cause of this great falling off, 
and the late Wahiwatdér Hansr4j Mdwji should be appointed as one of the 
members of it, as he possesses a close and intimate knowledge of the district. 
Fourthly, he should examine the Daftar or record of the Mahdl. The writer 
assures of frauds being discovered in the revenues and the records on their 
examination as suggested above, and makes a few more suggestions of a com- 
paratively unimportant kind in the same strain. 


The A’rya Mitra (54) of the 3rd November condemns the administration of 


Kequests the Political 
Agent of Kattywar to en- 
quire into the complaints 
raised against the adminis- 
tration of the Bhaunagar 
State, in the absence of its 


= ;;" any of his crea- 


and some with being re Ba 
to obtain the good pleasure of the Chief. The Mitra requests the Agent tohear 


the Bhaunagar State by Mr. Shamalbhdi, and requests 
Colonel Barton, the Political Agent of Kattywar, who 
is now in that State, to enquire into it. The Karbhari 
has made the Thakor a puppet and a royal prisoner. 
Hearing of the approaehing visit to Bhaunagar of the 
Political Agent, he has silenced the complainants 


against his administration by various'means, He has i ‘i 
threatened some with the displeasure of the Thékor ~~ 
venged upon hereafter; and to some he has promised *~ 
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ons of the complainants | 

of his creatures. If en 

his father, and, consequently, unfit to hold the high and responsible post wh 
he occupies. . 


The same, in another leader, headed, “ Sh4malbhdi’s tricks (¢yranny in 
_ Bhaunagar),” states that this Kdrbhari is laying plots 
States that the Karbhariof and tyrannizing over the people. A respectable resi- 
Bhaunagar Mr. Shamalbbat dent of Bhaunagar whose father rendered important 
tyrannizes over the gyots of i: 
that “State, and, again re Services to the Bhaunagar State and the late East 
quests the Political Agent to India Com re Government, and was rewarded by the 
ivethecomplainantsa private former with the grant of a village, and by the latter 
earing as the same will with a hereditary annual allowance from the proceeds 
throw a good light on his ME A he 
misdeeds. of the port of Gogo, enjoys wealth and reputar 
tion there. He has been, however, compelled to leave 
the place the next day after the arrival of the Political Agent, by making false 
complaints against him to the latter. A man of Shd4malbhdi’s party plays the 
part of a spy over him, and has kept him under strict espionage; even in Bombay 
several patdwdlds of that State are keeping watch over the movements of every 
native of | Bhaunagar now residing in Bombay. All this is apparently done to give 
a timely intimation to Shamalbhdi’s party of any complaints made against his 
tyrannies. But the complainants are too many. Some of them have already 
made petitions to the Political Agent about their grievances. Others have orally 
informed him of their complaints and they have been told to J them into writing. 
They have confirmed the complaints made against the Karbhéri in this paper. 
If Colonel Barton gives a hearing to the several complainants in private, a good 
deal of light will be thrown upon the misdeeds of the Karbhari. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
eporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Publie Instruction 
Poona, 12th November 1878. 
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Politics‘ and the Public Adiasetrdtion 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 11th November writin 
| : en from Térdpur says that according to the first clause of 
_Semion te, fucn ot Sotin I of the Linke tax At, appoarh hat 0 
ocr han who support Provision in this Act is to apply to agriculturi 
themselves by leasing out en therefore the forms containing the names o 
their farms to others, and those liable to the tax were pre , agriculturists 
oe ce pantry  ripteneger were omitted ; but subsequently if was held that the 
fost, gaa Section applied only to those who actually worked in 

the fields. For instance the exemption in question 
did not extend to those who supported themselves by leasing out their farms to 
others, and such persons were charged as if their annual profits were equal to 
twice the Government assessment on their lands. Whether this is a correct 
interpretation or not can be tried on appeal; but those to whom the appeal lies 
have adopted this interpretation, and, hence, there is little or no chance of get- 
ting justice at theirhands. The writer, therefore, asks whether this question 
can be tested in a court of law ; and adds that if any one could suggest a remedy, 
he would lay the agriculturists in general under deep obligations. . Under one 
former Government there was a similar tax called Mohaturfa, but the agricul- 


turists were specially exempted from its operation. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 10th November, in an article on the poverty 
| of India, says that though the British Government has 
_ Animadverts on theincreas- in some respects conferréd benefits on the people, yet 
ing income and still more it will be acknowledged that the country is being 
increasing expenditure of the . - . 
EE PRE gradually drained of its wealth. New sources of income 
are devised every year; and notwithstanding this, 
the annual expenditure more than exceeds the increasing revenue. It is true 
that the Government has occasionally to deal with extraordinary calamities like 
famines ; but that no attempt is made to reduce the expenditure when possible, 
or even to keep it from increasing, must be a matter of regret. For instance, 
the exchange costs the country a couple of crors of rupees annually. A war 
seems now to be impending, which, of course, cannot be carried on without money. 
Besides, new departments and offices are being organized and created; and, in 
order to give promotion to the junior members of the various services, liberal 
inducements are offered to the seniors to retire before they have served their 
full time for pension. New engineers are, moreover, brought from Cooper’s 
Mill College, although there is no necessity for them. What the ultimate state 
_ Of the balance sheet will be no one can tell, although the attention of those who 
are at the head of affairs must have been drawn to this subject long ago. © The 
tendency of keeping the expenditure within bounds is, however, not yet observ- 
able ; and it is, therefore, the more necessary that this question should be con- 
sidered by Government in time. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Nasik states that Mr. Coghlan 
meee was at that station from the 15th of October ti I the 
coéding <li Sea °. 4th of November, in order to hold the criminal sessions, 
Tanna to,have made the up. nd that during that interval he resided in the upper 
per story of the Subordinate part of the Subordinate Judge’s Court. The ordinary 
when ‘ vente at Nasik his way to the latter Judge’s court was closed all this 
official esate uring his recent time ; and, hence, great inconvenience was felt both 
oe by suitors and witnesses whose presence was required 
in the court in question. Th at singu 
proceeding, 


e correspondent considers this a somewhat singular 
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The same reports a 


- Reports a rumour that on 
the copies of judgment given 
_ py the First Class Subordinate 
Judge of Nasik, it is written 
- that they are given within ten 
~ days from date of application 
when such is not actually the 
case, Gc. 


| 
% : 


rumour that in the Court of the First Class Subord 


\ 


io On 


the copies of judgments that they are delivered within. 


ten days from the date of the applications for them, 


although actually a much longer time is taken. A hope 
is, therefore, expressed that the Subordinate Judge will 
direct his attention to the subject if the above infor- 
mation is correct. He adds that the public suffers 

eat inconvenience on account of the non-applicability 


of Sections 223—229 of the new Civil Procedure Code to decrees passed in 


Small Cause Courts. 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 11th November, in a long article on forced 


Complains of the existence 
of the practice of putting 
laborers, carts and cattle to 
forced labor, and quotes from 
the letter of a oo 
- eomplaining that whenever 
Indapur is visited by Reve- 
_ nue or Police authorities a 
Baniya’s shop is sent to the 


labor in the mofussil, observes that the practice of 
pressing laborers, carts or cattle into the service of 
Government officials is reprehensible, and remarks that 
it must, to a certain extent, be conceded that the 
great British Government should not be held respon- 
sible for every act of its numerous officers. At the 
same time, the natives of India are so timid, igno- 
rant and loyal that they do not perceive any distinc- 


place of their encampment for 
selling provisions to them, 
and that he is paid by them 
ata rate considerably below 
the market rate, d&c. 


tion between the acts of the latter as distinguished 
from those of the former; and, henee, it becomes a’ 
matter of great moment that special attention should 
be drawn to complaints brought against the conduct 
of the subordinate officials. Here the writer quotes. 
from the letter of an intelligent and well-informed: correspondent of Inddpur to a7 
the effect that, when that station is visited by the Revenue or Police authorities i oe 
and their subordinates, the patil of the town is obliged to send a Baniyd to “ 
open a shop near the place where their tents are pitched, in order to furnish a 
them with supplies. When, however, the time for payment comes—and some- a 
times they go away without paying—it is ysually made at 9 rate considerably . 
below the market rate. The loss which the shop-keeper thus necessarily incurs 

is made good to him by subscription among his fellow-tradesmen. Thus officers a 
who receive large salaries and travelling allowances for examining into andl ‘a 
redressing the grievances of the people are themselves a great source of annoy- ” 
ance to them. ‘The writer considers this allegation against Government officials : 
and their subordinates as reflecting very severely on them, and trusts that a e 
thorough investigation will be made into the question, since inattention to such o 
charges is likely to engender discontent among the masses, 
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The same, in its issue of the 15th November, in an article on the license- | e 
tax, ohserves that great injustice is heing perpetrated a 


Bian ocaden eae te in levying it. The people are so much distressed by pe 4 
license-tax. __ ~ the famine of the last two years that they are unable a 

ao es: to bear any new taxation; and the more so, as the a 
mode of assessment is calculated to inflict the greatest amount of injury on them. = 

It, therefore, behoves Government to pay its special attention to this subject, as ; ei 
the continyation of such a state of things is likely to produce in the. minds of ee 
the people a mistaken notion of its motives. The writer justifies these remarks _ le 
by making long quotations from letters received from a Poona merchant and an 


inhabitant of Sinnar in the Ndsik Collectorate, where cases of over-assessment 
are profusely mentioned, and the we which is encountered in getting 
Justice done on appeal, is freely commented upon. | 


The Suryqdaya (4) of the 4th November, in discussing whether there is any 

| | proper ground for —— war against Afganistan, 
- Thinks that Britain has no S@Y8 thatif it be true that Sher Ali isan independent 
cause to make war with Prince, then he has a perfect right to admit or refuse 
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Afganistan, and makes some a foreign Envoy. He is, at the same time, a barba- 

gama in support of ian, and, therefore, no right-thinking person would 
18 view. o ' 4 

consider an affront from such a man as a sufficient 


ground for a casus belli against him. . It is, however, the opinion of all English — 


ooo eg ann that Sher Ali should be punished for the open defiance which he 

has shown to the British nation. If any individual were to go to the house of 

another and ask him to open the door, should the refusal of the latter justify the 

former in breaking his door open with an axe? Nosane person would approve 

of such a proceeding. It is quite a different thing if it be the object of the 
British Government to find some excuse for fighting with him. The Afgan war 

of 1839 cost fifteen crores of rupees, and the les of life was incalculable. If 
such is the experience to be gathered from the past, it is not just to commence 

hostilities merely because a barbarian prince has refused to receive an Envoy. 

The country, moreover, has for some time been suffering from famine, and is, 

therefore, not in a condition to bear additional burdens. he various instances 

of the refusal to receive Envoys by barbarian princes are mentioned, and it is 
stated-that none of them led to war. But it may be urged that the Russians 
are helping the Amir with arms and trained men, and these will strengthen his 
position. The Russian press besides is raving against England, and the 
Russians themselves are rampant in Europe and extending their empire in different 
directions. They are, however, yet too far off from India, and should they even 
come there are many warlike races in India who will be more than their match. 

If this be so, why should such impatience be shown for war? If, however, 

the Russians are to be opposed, it should be done in Europe where the English 
navy possesses unrivalled pre-eminenee. The Suryodaya believes that should 
circumstances demand, the English nation is strong enough to fight simultane- 
ously in Europe and Asia; but it earnestly hopes that the reputation which the 
British Government enjoys of never drawing their sword unless forced to do so 
by others, may not be tarnished. The Honourable Mount Stuart Elphinstone told 
his soldiers to abstain from firing until Bdajirdw’s troops attacked them; and 
although the Peishwa’s territory was annexed yet Satara was preserved intact. 
These and other instances which might be mentioned, show the high character 
of the English people; and that they may come out triumphant through the 
present crisis without firing a shot, is the earnest prayer of the Suryodaya. 


The Mahérastra Mitra (5) of the 7th November, but received on the 10th, 

in an article on the license-tax, observes that the 

Condemns the imposition Indian subjects of the Empress are so much ground 

.. th license-tax and the down by a variety of taxes that there is no substance 
of assessment under it, , ° : 

for reasons given. left in them. The famine of last year added to their 

privations, and, hence, the injustice of imposing a new 

tax on a people reduced to the last verge of destitution is inconceivable. 

Vapeeseixe as the tax is, the mode of levying it has made it more oppressive ; 

and the original object which was to relieve the people from distress during a 

famine has been lost sight of and has resulted in the production of an incalculable 

amount of suffering. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 138th-November writing 
from Dharwar states that the ‘muster karkuns”’ in 
Recommends that the mus- the Engineering Department have been removed on 
ter karkuns in the Engineer- account of their ignorance of English, and other per- 
paeHier)ralancey who have sons with the requisite knowledge, but without an 
rged, may be re- fF cial s ahaa, Bae Penge ere 
employed on their conforming Official experience, have been appointed in their stead. 
to certain conditions. What the motive of the Executive Engineer might be 
in thus turning adrift men who had performed ser- 
vice for several years cannot be divined ; but it is to be hoped that the discharged 
clerks may be re-employed on condition of their acquiring the necessary quali- 


fication within a certain stated period. If this suggestion is acted upon, the poor 


men will obtain means of subsistence. 
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The Arwnodaya (12) of the 3rd November, in an article, headed, “ Forest 
- and Government,” says that it is rumoured that Gov- 
‘Hopes that the rumours ernment intends to appropriate waste and pasture 
that Government wants to lands in villages for the te! ger of the Forest Depart- 
appropriate waste ani Pwe ment. It is also mentioned that jungles and waste 
Sg ee Wad of Tokm oi. lands suitable for growing jungle belonging to Iném- 
and waste land of Indm vil nging 

for forest conservancy ars are to be taken possession of by Government, and 


are unfounded. -_ @ proposal is made to the effect that the balance which 


may remain after deducting legitimate expenses for. 


growing and protecting forests, should be duly paid to the owners of the Indms. 


If these statements be true, the cultivators will not know where to graze their » 


cattle, and thus a check will be given tw cultivation. The Indmdérs also will 
derive little or no profit from their jungles on account of the expensive nature 
of Government management. he Arunodaya, however, hopes that these 
rumours are unfounded, and believes that if the principles laid down by His 
Excellency the Governor in his recent Minute on forest conservancy be adopt- 
ed, the public will not have much ground for complaint. The article concludes 
with the observation that though it is the principal function of Mémleddrs and 
Mahdlkaries to collect revenue for Government, yet it is equally their duty to 
bring to the notice of their superior officers all the inconveniences and annoy- 


ances to which the people are subject, and to use their influence to get them 


removed. : 


The same states that it is rumoured that the Commissariat authorities 
intend importing horses from England for the convey- 
mune boa Se the ance of heavy baggage. This measure is supposed to 
this sedi alt moees"* be resorted to, because a sufficient number of bullocks 
is not to be had here. That there should be a scarcity 
of these animals in so vast a country like India whose climate is specially adapt- 
ed for the rapid breeding of such animals, is a matter of surprise that ought to 
receive the careful attention of Government. Whatever may be the reasons 
which the Government may assign for this deficiency of draught-cattle, the 
Arunodaya considers that it is attributable to the following causes :—namely, to 
the restrictions which have been imposed of late years on the grazing of cattle; 
to the indifference of the people to agriculture on account of the heavy Govern- 
ment assessment; to the increase in the number of persons feeding on beef; and, 
lastly, to the general poverty of the masses and a state of despondency from 
_which the people are suffering. 


A correspondent of the Ndsik Writta (20) of the 7th November, but 
received on the 12th, says that India was in an un- 

States that the people of settled state in former times and exposed to invasion 
this country are not satisfied from the north-west frontier; but since the advent 


with the administration of it ; eae . : ; 
Ce a see af the of the British, things have changed and peace reigns 


dissatisfaction, and suggests | OVETY here. Of late, however, prospects have be- 
the measures for removing it. come gloomy on account of the Russians having joined 

the inveterate foes of India. At such ajuncture there 
should be the greatest cordiality between the governors and the governed ; but, 
unfortunately, the conduct of the British Government has been of late such as 
to alienate the minds of the people from it. Here the writer condemns the 
Vernacular Press Act and the intended reduction of the armies of the Native 
Princes, particularly when those forces rendered such signal services to the 
British Government during the mutiny. For bridging over the gulf which 
exists between the natives and their rulers, the Government should reduce public 
expenditure and fulfil promises which have been solemnly made. Allusion is 
then made to the fact that no native has been appointed to the High Court 
bench, although there is a legal provision for making such an appointment. 
The abolition of the Victoria scholarships and the violation of the promise to 


nominate natives to the Civil Service posts are freely commented upon ; and © 
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finally complaint is made to the effect that natives are denied any voice in the 
administration of justice and the assessment of revenue ; and this conduct of the 
British Government is contrasted with that of the former sovereigns of the. 
country when the pétils and kulkarnis enjoyed a predominating influence in 
judicial and revenue matters. 


A correspondent of the Karndtak Wartika (32) of the 10th November, states. 
that the perrey of Dharwar are perfectly frightened 


Bite *. “Koenes ta, With the license-tax. If a European gentleman had 


in the town of Dharwar. Nae ape < 

: liability of each individual, such monstrous injustice 
would not have been perpetrated. For instance, a dealer carrying on his trade 
with a capital of Rs. 50, has been charged as much as or even more than 
one carrying on his trade with a capital of Rs. 500. There is, besides, not 
the least chance of justice being done on appeal as will appear from the follow- 
ing example. Some tradesmen in Dharwar appealed to Mr. Wiltshire com- 
plaining of over-assessment ; but their request to have their liabilities reduced 
was set aside and the original assessment was trebled ! The correspondent further 
adds that on account of the inability of the people to read the notices which are 
stuck on walls in the different lanes of the town, they do not know the exact time 
within which payment should be made, and hence are unnecessarily subjected to 
an additional charge. A suggestion is, therefore, made to the effect that peons 
should be sent round to each person to inform him of the time and the amount 
of the assessment. (The Dharwar Writta (24) of the 7th November, but received. 
on the 18th, has an article on the same subject, giving expression to similar 
complaints, and adds that even cultivators are brought within the pale of the 
tax, merely because they sell corn which remains over and above what is requir- 
ed for their own consumption). 


The same in noticing the Vernacular Press Amendment Act, observes that 
although some strange and objectionable clauses of the 
Observes that the provision original Act have been removed, yet newspaper writers 
Fase 1 pigearacpe net will not enjoy peace of mind as long as the trial of 
paper Editors to execaticg newspaper Editors is left to executive officers. This 
officers is its great defect. is the only great defect of this law which remains to 
Also states that oppressive be remed ag The writer believes that such oppres- 
eed pet eed sive and unjust laws are enacted here because the 
jects are of adifferent religion atives are of a different religion from that of the 
from that of the ruling race. Yuling race. In the other parts of the British Empire 
where the subjects are of the same religion with the 
rulers, a different treatment is accorded. Allusion is then made to the Imperial 
policy recently inaugurated, which is condemned as being hybrid; for it 18 
neither purely English nor purely Aurangzebean. It is easy to live under 
either of the latter two ; but the mixed system is intolerable. 


With reference to the expenditure of the pending Afgan war, the same 
esc! that, strictly speaking, not a pie should be 

_, Chowrren that England spent from the Indian revenues on this account. Should 
on sal a borg oe uid the British Government, however, pride itself on 
pending Afgan war. having borne the cost of the war by paying only for 
the conveyance of troops, their baggage, bhatta and 


other miscellaneous expenses, such a boast would be opposed to the cardinal 


Principles of justice. It is absolutely necessary that the expense of every soldier 


should be defrayed from the British exchequer from the time of his departure 
till his return. “If there were no war, these soldiers would be useful in keepin 

order in the country ; and if after their departure peace is preserved, it should 
be attributed to the good behaviour and loyalty of the masses. Hence the 
advantages resulting from such conduct should be reaped by those only who 
have contributed to it,—that is the money spent on the-army outside India 


should be allowed to remain in the Indian treasury. The Government in 
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England would be the greatest gainer even if the whole cost of the war is borne by 
it; because, had the native troops not evinced their 
British cause, it would have had to bring the whole of the required force 


; x 


fightin th 


readiness to. 


from England, and the expense of such a step would have been beyond calcula- 


tion. 


The Gueerat Mitra ( 


Requests Government to 
enquire into the statements 
made in the Nydya Prakash 
(67) newspaper of Surat on 
the authority of another local 
paper, that several kaérkuns of 
the Kutcherry of the Mémle- 
dar of Surat exact bribes, and 
that some policemen of the 
same town sleep in some place 
or other when they go on 
their rounds at night, &. 


47) of the 10th November, in noticing the complai 


re-produced by the Nydya Prakdsh (67) newspap 
frost another local paper of Surat, shed Powis kar 
kuns of the Kutcherry of the Maémledér of Surat exact. 
bribes from persons who have business with them, or 
delay doing their work when they (the kérkuns) are 
not paid, and that some policemen of the same town 
sleep at night and do not move on their rounds, 
requests Government to take due notice of these com- 
plaints and order an enquiry into them. Of course if 
the persons complained against are found guilty they 
will be punished. But, if they are proved to be inno- 


cent of the accusations brought against them, the paper which made these 
statements should be called upon to give an explanation in regard to them. 


The same in a leader, headed, ‘‘ The main defect in higher education,” in 


Observes that the reason of 
falling off in the attendance 
at the colleges is the great 
costliness of higher education 
and insufficient encourage- 
ment to those who haye re- 
ceived it by freely admitting 
them into Government ser- 
vice; moreover the education 
given makes boys only fit for 
State service. This hematin. 
therefore, should be given to 
a few only, and the remainder 
left to learn and follow their 
ancestral trades and profes- 
sions. 


referring to the complaint recently made that, though 
the number of boys taking benefit of primary eduea- 
tion has increased, the attendance in our colleges has 
decreased, observes that it is true as the authorities 
say that the cause of this falling off in attendance is 
that sufficient encouragement is not given to higher 
education by the free admission of students who re- 
ceived it into the Government service. In addition 
to this cause, there is the other reason that this sort 
of education is made yery dear by increasing the col- 
lege fees, &c. Both these causes ought to be removed. 
But there is also another cause which deserves no little 
attention. Now-a-days every parent tries to give 
his children an education which makes them fit only 


to enter Government service, under the hope that they will get it and prosper 
in life. The State cannot provide every one so educated with service under it. 
It is better, therefore, not to give such education to all who seek it, but only 
toa few. And the remainder should be left to learn and follow their ancestral 


trades and professions. 


The same in again 


Calls the Darbar held for 
bestowing the title of Khan 
Bahador on Mr. Mir Gulim 
Baba Khan of Surat private, 
because reporters to news- 
papers and the public were 
not freely admitted to it, and 
Severely cengures the persons 
who gave this form to that 
important occasion, 


expressing its disapproval of go low a title as that of 
Khan Béahédur haying been bestowed on Mr. Muir 
Gulém Babé Khan of Surat, calls the Darbér held for 
the tormal bestowal of that title a private meeting, and 
severely censnres the authorities concerned for giving 
this shape to that important ogcasion, The reasons 
advanced bythe Mitra for calling the Darbar a private 
meeting are, that neither reporters to newspapers nor 
the public were freely allowed to be present: in it. 
Those only to whom invitations were issued were 
admitted into the hall, while all others were refused 


admission. This was, perhaps, done without the knowledge of Mr. Pratt. But 
for that it was not the less a private Darbér. The Mitra also alluding to the 
Darbar held in Bombay for bestowing the title of C..S. I. on Mr. DosAbhai F'rémji, 
says that the Editors ‘of the Z'imes of India and the Bombay Gazette were not 
invited to it, but it was done in bad taste by the persons concerned. In 


Surat this is the second occasion of invitations to public Darbdrs not being issued 
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_ to deserving persons. The first occasion of the kind was the Darbdr held in honor 
of the assumption of the Imperial title by the August Sovereign. 
- The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 12th November thinks that the passengers 
wae oh Wain ei of tramway cars in Bombay do not enjoy rights cor- 
‘ictal ¥> Ottatn Toe he pes. responding to those enjoyed by the Tramway Com- : 4 
sengers of the tramway cars pany. If a passenger refuses to pay the fare of his 4 
in Bombay rights correspond- trip he is fined. This is all right. But the Com- 4 
ing to those enjoyed by the puny’s conduct in compelling passengers to get down 
were: b. om the cars and wait for other ears coming up from 
behind when bandsmen are to be taken to the places where they are to play 
and on some other occasions, seems to have noremedy. If it be without remedy 
in consequence of the existing law, a remedy should a provided by amendin 
the Act. But if the Company acts against the law, it ought to be prevente 
from doing so. Again, the Company considers the transfer tickets useless when 
holders of them do not make a use of them by the next returning car. This is 
also unjust as such holders have sometimes to wait for another car when the 
next returning one is full of passengers and there is no room for them in it. 
Natives being the largest number of the passengers of this Company a large 
number of them suffer from these unjust acts of the Company. Hence measures 
ought to be taken by the authorities concerned to remove these complaints. 


The Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 13th November states that the nuisance from 
the ere vagrants is ap rt 6% 
ae articularly in the mofussil. ‘Though there is a work- 
ha 7h 2. canes fouse for sheee vagrants, they are to be seen on the 
sure to increase by and bye, toads of Bombay now and then. They beg alms on 
ast gle eg aie in the roads and % not seruple to annoy and sometimes 
scoommodate them all: and, ¢Vet to threaten the inmates of houses. The Poona 
therefore, aske the Earopean papers also make the same complaint, and request 
community to raise a fund Government to apprehend and send them to the work- 
by a a Sea + oo the house in Bombay. But their number is imereasing 
his. eva AM pass 2 day by day and the work-house cannot accommodate 
law for compelling railway al! of them. It is not graceful to the ruling race that 
and other private companies individuals of it should be seen roaming about begging 
which bring out Europeans for alms; and something ought to be done for pre- 
in their service, to send back ° se sae | 
to Burope sach of their em. Venting the exhibition of sueh scenes. Many Euro- 
ployés as are found in cone peans come to India in the service of railway com- 
sequence of sickness, miscon- panies and other private firms. ‘They lose their ser- 
oo or other causesincompe- yieg for bad conduct or other causes, remain unem- 
nt to serve any longer in ‘ | 7 oy oe . 
this country. ployed in the hope of getting new service, spend their 
petty savings while out of service, and are afterwards 
thrown upon the public as vagrants. They fall into bad company and some of 
them become dangerous characters. Their number though not large at present 
1s sure to increase hereafter.’ It is better, therefore, to adopt due measures to 
prevent the growth of the evil before it attains a fearful form. The Jame Jamsed 
then suggests the creation of a fund by the Europeans by a subscription among 
themselves for sending the vagrants when they cannot get any employment in 
this country, to their respective native places in Europe. Government also 
should pass a law for compelling railway and other private companies which 
bring out Europeans, to send them to Europe when they are found incompetent 
to serve any ey either from sickness, misconduct, or other causes. These 
companies should form a fund for this purpose by deducting a percentage from 
the salaries of their European employés. Other measures, if thought necessary . 
to carry out the object, 5 ear also be adopted. a 
The same of the 11th November, in noticing the application made by Mr. 
Sr ep pee Guldbdds and three others to the Session Court of Surat 
made to the Session Court of 40% Stanting them permission to prosecute certain wit- 
Surat by Mr. Guldbdés and esses in the late Surat trial who had given false evi- 
three others for permission dence against them, strongly advises the applicants to: 


- Observes that the number 


beetles... PERU LIUL LLU ELLI ee 
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who had given false evidence 
against them in the late Surat 
trial, advices them to desist 
from such a course. Also 
requests Government to ex- 
pose and punish the © Daan 
e persons who gave 
false information to OMe. 
Ollivant and misled him in this 
matter. Is also surprised to 
find Government prosecute 
the witnesses who made state- 
ments in the Session Court 
different from those made by 
them before the committing 
Magistrate, and prays it to 
desist from the prosecution. 


their oppressors. 


persons. This plea of theirs 
is true ; but it should be left to Government to punish — 
Some so-called respectable persons 
misled Mr. Ollivant by giving him information ;_ 
and placing confidence in their representations he 
misled Government, which, under a wrong impression, 
gave its sanction to conduct an expensive prosecution. 
Government did not eut a good figure in this matter. 
It is its duty, ‘therefore, to get the persons who gave 
false information to Mr. Ollivant duly punished, and 


the Jdme Jamsed hopes it will duly discharge it. It is, however, surprized to 
find that Government has as yet done nothing in this matter, and very much 
regrets to see that it (Government) is to prosecute for giving false evidence the 
witnesses for the prosecution in the Sarat trial who contradicted in the Session 
Court the evidence they had given before the committing Magistrate, on the plea 
that they were compelled to give the former evidence by the tyrannies practised 
upon them by the police. When Mr. Gul4bdas and his co-applicants are advised 
to cease magnanimously to prosecute their oppressors, Government also ought to 


be equally magnanimous and not to prosecute the adverse witnesses. 
The same of the 12th November in noticing the report which has appeared 


Hopes that the report which 
appeared in the Deccan 
Herald newspaper of Poona 
that the Poona Sérwajanik 
Subhé has applied to Govern- 
ment to permit 14 to send a 
deputation to Cabul to induce 
the Amir to make peace with 
British Government, is un- 
founded, as such an applica- 
tion would be very stupid. 


in the Deccan Herald newspaper of Poona, that it has 
heard that the Poona Sérwajanie Subha has asked the 
permission of Government to send a deputation to 
Cabul to induce the Amir to make peace with the 
British Government, observes that it hopes that this 
report is not true. If the Sabhd4 has made any such 
application, it could not have done a more foolish act. 
It is not,the business of this or any other association 
to meddle with such grave political matters. Great 
statesmen alone can well interfere in these things. If 


the association.has made the application with the desire of proving its great 
loyalty to the Government, it has committed a great blunder in return for which 
it is likely to get answer from the authorities that.it ought not to meddle with 


such matters and ought to mind its own business, 


* 


The same of the 14th November in noticing the high prices of provisions 


Thinks that the existing 
high prices of provisions have 
arisen from natural cangeg 
which it prays Government 
to have ascertain: the 
Famine Commission which is 
to meet shortly. 


now ruling in this part of the country, observes that 
it was generally believed that after the plentiful rains 
of this year the prices of provisions would fall. But 
thig has not happened. It is popularly believed that 
the imposition of the license-tax has led to a combina- 
tion among the dealers in provisions and other things to 
keep up high prices. After pointing out the fallacy 


of this opinion, the Jéme Jamsed observes that the dearness exists from natural | 
causes, and prays Government to have them asecertajned. It thinks that this 


enquiry should | 
me crn Ao 
is to perform, 


) entrusted to me 
ves that the result won 


amine Commission which is to meet shortly, 
d be highly useful to the work the Commission 


The Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 10th November, observes in a leader, headed, 


. is extremely glad that the 
impending war with — 
tan has given to the Native 
feudatory Princes an oppor- 


9NPpi6—11 [con 600] 


“Friends in need—the feudatories,” that it is very 
happy to see that several feudatory Native Princes have 
offered their forces to the British Indian Government 
for employment in the impending Afgan war. Even 
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tunity to make offers to the calamities often give rise to good results. The tie 
near grilling savadh p oagoag between the British Government and the Native Princes 
ce was nota little strengthened by the mutiny of 1357. 


1 t. P é ‘ Maes 
mea The virtues of the Princes of that time were being 
for in consequence of the time which had elapsed since the occurrences 


of that eventful year. Latterly the British Indian Government was forgetting 
how much obliged it was in that disastrous year to the great loyalty of these 
- Princes, and, consequently, reciprocal uneasiness and dissatisfaction had increas- 


ed. But both England and India must thank the Russians for giving them by the | 


impending war with Afganistan : Spporrnnity to remove this slight estrange- 
ment and difference of opinion, and to induce the Native Princes to gether 
around the British flag. After noticing the offers made by the several Sikh, 
Rajput, Mard4thé and Mahomedan Princes to lend their armies in the impending 
war with Afganistan, the Rdst Goftdr observes that the willingness of these 
feudatories to afford aid to the paramount power is indeed very gratifying. 
(The Loka Mitra (55) of the same date expresses somewhat similar sentiments.) 


The same, in another short leader, headed “ A fair request,” is glad to find 
‘st | that a memorial to the Bombay Government, signed. 
Wishes the Bombay Gov- ty more than one thousand persons, has been sent 
ernment to give due weight . . | ° ‘ 
to the memorial submitted by 10 favor of the convict Lakhamsi Punsi, whom the 
about one thousand people of Rdst Goftér calls an unfortunate person. This péfition 
Bombay in favor of Lakhamsi does not question the decision in this case of the re- 
i a. ee ee vered High Court. It simply says that the facts in 
mag ot onary i favor of the convict which ought to have been put 
into the frands of railway before it not having been brought to its notice, and 
subordinates in the late fa the matters against him which ought not to have been 
re will meet with atten- s4mitted in evidence having been received, the court’s 
ay judgment was made to err by the outward appearances 
and the Judge and the jury convicted the accused and sentenced him to two 
years’ imprisonment. The same document also shows how far the public con- 
sider him innocent. It is anxiously hoped that due weight will be given to it 
by Sir Richard Temple’s Government, which should also give its particular 
attention to the last request made in this petition, to appoint a Commission with 
sufficient powers to enquire into the frauds committed by the railway subordi- 
nates in the famine in giving waggons for the despatch of goods, about which 
both the native and European mercantile communities.of Bombay entertain for 
a long time strong suspicions. : | 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 10th November, in a para. headed, “* The 
oe ae work for the association which got the Governor fined,” 
toe the deevention of oruclty observes that the people of Bombay experience con- 
to animals and Government siderable inconvenience in consequence of fewer tram 
prevent the cruelty practised cars now-a-days running in Bombay. This has 
ome — yoked totram- arisen from about 150 horses of the Tramway Company 
Bases falling sick. There exists for a long time past a 
complaint that cruelty is practised on the horses yoked to the cars, by putting 
weak animals to them and allowing a larger number of passengers to ride in 
them than the animals can easily pull. Will the association for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals which brags of having got Sir Richard Temple, Mr. 
Dinshé Ménikji Petit and Sir Mangaldas Nathubhai fined in the police court for 
practising cruelty to animals, enquire and ascertain the true cause of the large 
number of horses of the Tramway Company falling sick ? asks the Parast. (A’rya 
Mitra (54) of the same date is sorry to find that neither the association for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals nor Government prevents the cruelty p 
on the horses of this Company.) 
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The Kaira Wartamdn (59) of the 6th November, but received on the 10th, 


_ Complains that the appel- 


lants against the assessment 
‘under the license-tax resid- 
ing at Kaita have to suffer a 
great deal of expense and in- 
So og ag 

ired to ir to ej, 
one Cambay, where the Dis- 
trict Collector has encamped, 
for presenting evidence it 
support of their complaints. 


The Wartamdn 
appellants. 


is concerned to find that the residents of Kaira who 
have appealed against the assessment of the license- 
tax have to go to Rdlej, near Cambay, which is about 
forty miles from Kaira and where the District Collector. 
has encamped and hears the appeals. The rich 
merchants can carry their account books to such a 
distance when they want to produce them. But the 

etty dealers and other lower classes who do not 

eep account books suffer most. They must undergo 
the trouble and expense of such a long journey, and 
must take their witnesses there and pay their expenses. 


prays the Collector to remove these inconveniences of the 


The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 11th November observes that it cannot 


Does not tnderstand why 
the inilitary expenses of 
India should be comparatively 
greater than those of England 
or any other country of 


_Kurope. 


expenses of India should 
| y greater than those of England or 
other countries of Europe. India possesses an army 
of 188,000 men of which 62,650 are Europeans. 
England keeps an army of 562,548 men, whicli is two 
and a half times the number maintained in India. And 


understand vss, the militai 
be comparativel: 


yet the former costs less than the latter. It is not a little surprising that the 


coun 
powe 
army. 
in the Nineteenth Cent 


1 than 


which produces more revenue than India and whose people are more 
chose of this country, should spend far less than the i 

The Nydya Prakash then records the opinion of Mr. H. M. Handyman 
ury, that to check the poverty of India her military 


atter on the 


expenses should be reduced, the construction of public works should be put a 
stop to for sometime, and natives should be employed in the administration in 
place of Kuropeans. | 


The A’rya Dharma Prakash (71) for the month of Kartika of Sanwat year 

- -—-s-« 1985 (Vol. VII., No. 1) contains an article, headed, 
‘‘ Mature consideration,” continued from its Vol. V., 
No. 10. A large portion of the leader in the present 
number is devoted to prove from the Indian history 
of the Mahomedan times that the people of this country 


Quotes history to show that 
the people of this country 
were loyal to their former 
Mahomedan rulers ; observes 
that they are highly loyal and 
cannot be otherwise to the 
just and paternal British 
Government; asks the latter 
to put implicit trust.in them, 
me assures it that they will 
never disabuse it. 


acted very loyally not only with the Mahomedan 
Princes such as Akbar al others who observed no 
distinction whatever between the ruling race and the 
native subjects and ruled over the latter justly, but 
also with the princes who bore an opposite character 


and tyrannized over the people. After praising them 
for this good trait in their character, the Dharma Prakdsh observes that such 
people will never act otherwise than with deep and heartfelt loyalty towards 
the paternal, independence-loving, just and puissant British Government, and 
expresses great gratitute to the Almighty for giving such rulers to this country. 
It then expresses concern to see that Government has not allowed the natives 
a sufficient share in the administration of their country and has not obtained 
the benefits which would follow from their free admission. One of these bene- 
fits is that Government would be able to saye a good deal of money if natives " 
were employed in veg of the posts which are now held by Europeans. In. 
conclusion, the British Government is prayed to put the same implicit trust in 
the natives as it has in the members of the ruling race, and observes that they 
‘will never abuse it. ete : 
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A correspondent of 


Complains of the bad state 
of roads in the town of Gadak. 


13 


Municipalities. 


the Dnydn Chakshu (7) of the 13th November, whifing 


from Gadak states that the rouds in that town are in 
a dangerously bad condition on account of the heavy 
fall of rain this year. Although the attention of the 


Municipal authorities has been drawn to this subject on many former occasions, 


et it seems as if the 


y had made up their mind not to take any notice of it. 


he great thoroughfare in the neighbourhood of Mr. Noon’s bungalow is filled 
with filth, and, consequently, it has become perfectly impassable on account of 


the stench. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Municipal authorities will be 
pleased to attend to the above complaint. 


_A correspondent of the Dharwar Writta (24) of the 7th November, but 


Gives a few instances of 
the dilatoriness of the Muni- 
- cipal authorities of Dharwar 
in the discharge of their 
duties. 


received on the 13th, states that the collection of the 
license-tax is proceeding with great vigour, and at 
such a crisis the Municipal authorities have thought 
it fit to issue notices for the payment of the local rates 
in advance. The Municipality, however, is more 


forward in getting in its income than in discharging its functions properly. 
Here many instances are cited of the dilatoriness of the Municipal officers in 
doing their duty. It was determined at the quarterly general meeting held on 

the 27th of April last, that the number of street lights should be increased ; but, 
although six months have elapsed, no steps have been taken to carry out the 
proposal. At the same time two thousand rupees were sanctioned for drainage 
purposes ; but no one knows how far the work has progressed. Notwithstand- 
ing the appointment of sanitary. inspectors, nothing has been done to erect 
public urinals. Some time ago bricks were ordered to be made for building a 
market, but no one knows the result of this order. The President directed the 
heaps of fodder in the vicinity of the pond to be removed, but no notice has 


been taken of this order. 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 10th November disapproves of the resolution 


Disapproves of the resolu- 
tion of the Town Council of 
Bombay to engage the services 
of Mr. Fellows on a monthly 
salary of rupees six hundred, 
when a competent native gen- 
tleman vn be had for the 
post to which he is appointed 
on half that pay. ' 


_ put forth strong reasons i 


of the majority in the ‘Town Council of Bombay to 
employ Mr. Fellows on a salary of rupees six hundred 
per month for the newly created department of 
Refunds and Remissions, in opposition to the motion 
made by Mr. Nawroji Fardunji, the Honourable Mr. 
DosAbhai Frémji and some others. The last-named 
gentleman advanced that a native gentleman of good 
reputation and respectability could be had for half 
the salary paid to Mr. Fellows to do his work, and 


n support of their motion ; but a majority ruled other- 


wise, simply to patronize a European. The names of the native members of 
the Council who voted for the employment of the European gentleman ought to 


be placed before the public, in order to enable it to appoint members who would 
take better care of its interests. 


The Nydya Prakdsk (67) of the 11th November, mentions the following as the 


Makes a few complaints 
against the Municipality - of 
Surat, such as want of repairs 
to, and insufficient lighting 
rs certain roads of that town, 


rules adopted by the Municipality of Surat for doing 
its work: I.—To repair those roads only on which 
Europeans, Government officials or the Municipal 
Commissioners reside. For instance, the road leading 
from the Lane Gate to the Police Gate of the fort, &c. 
II.—To neglect the repairs to the roads of the suburbs 


wherein Government officials and Commissioners do not reside. For instance, 
the road below the Sayadpuri Gate, &c. ILI.—Not to listen to the complaints 
raised by the press. IV.—To light better the lanes and byelanes of the town 
than the suburbs. And, lastly, to entertain in Municipal service men of the race 
to which the Secretary to the Corporation belongs. 
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A correspondent of 


Complains that several rob- 
beries have occurred in the 
town of Kolhapur, but very 
few have yet been detected, 


shoul 


the Dnydn Prakdsh (3) of the 11th November, writing 


i4 


Native States. 


from Kolhépur mentions several cases of robberies 
which have happened in the native part of that town, 
and remarks that the perpetrators of a great number 
of them have not been yet discovered. The writer 
thinks that this state of things is attributable to the 


inade uacy of the police force, and says that if this be true, the authorities | 
id direct an investigation to be made into the subject. A suggestion is 


finally offered that some of the men serving with some officers are not required, 
and they may, therefore, be transferred to the city. 


The same states that a clerk in the office of the Assistant Political Agent, 


Requests the Assistant 
Political Agent at Kolhapur to 
see that the karkun of his 
office, who has been recently 
detected in the act of secret- 
ing important papers and 
pardoned, does not commit a 
similar offence in future. 


Mr. Stewart, at Kolhépur, omitted to bring forward 
for disposal some important papers relating to the 
K4gul State. Subsequently on his transfer to that 
State those documents were found secreted in the 
garden attached to the office. When the discovery 
was made, the clerk in question was called back and 
asked to explain his conduct. On confessing his guilt 


and expressing sorrow, he was pardoned. This was, 


no doubt, generous on the part of Mr. Stewart, but that the same man was once 
forgiven for a similar offence under similar circumstances by Mr. Hammick, 
seems not to have been known. It will be well if the authorities see that he 
does not behave again in the same manner, 


The Hitechchhu (48) of Ahmedabad of the 7th November, but received 


States that the ryots of the 
Gaekwadi State do not get 
pure and expeditious justice 
under the existing adminis- 
tration. 


on the 10th, contains 4 leader, headed, ‘* The promp- 
titude shown by the officers of the Kadi Prant of the 
Gdekwidi State in the dispensation of justice—No, 1,” 
which observes that one cannot say that the pre- 
sent administration of this State is conducted on pure- 


ly moral principles when the same is compared with the old native administra- 
tion whose description is to be heard from old people who lived under it. The 


introduction of the new administration had raised hopes in the subjects of this 
State that they would henceforward get pure.and expeditious justice; but they 
have been sorely disappointed. The highly-paid officials of the new adminis- 


tration who are very much after their own happiness, will, it seems, take a ve 
long time before they fulfil the wishes of the ee in this matter. The latter 


do not wish to trouble themselves with consi 


derations concerning the adminis- 


tration, as the same displeases the former who seek for opportunities to re-pay 


them for their supposed wrong meddling, 


* 


The same contains a communication, the writer of which, in alluding to the 


Suggests several matters 
for enquiry relating to the 
administration of the Amreli 
Mahal by Sir T. Madhawraw 
who is shortly to pay an offi- 
cial visit to it. =‘ 


swe visit of Sir T. Médhawraw to the Amreli 
ahdal of the Gdekwddi State, makes a number of 
suggestions for enquiries into its administration. 
I.—Though almost the same taxes as were imposed 
under the late rule are levied under the present admi- 
nistration, the revenues of the (Amreli) Pancha Mahals 
have lessened by nearly half their old amount. I1.— 


Why has the cultivation of ——- lessened of late? What about the assurances 
given to the 2 as for the cultivation of gram? III.—How many new wells 
u 


have been s 


k under encouragement from the State? IV.— y oe not 
the Subhd_ get pmey appearances made in suits for the claims of t 


e Girdrids 


pending before the District Judge? Why does he not soon make appeals about 


the claims decided against the State ? wh 


decisions against the State in these cases ? and why does he allow several claims 
8nP16—11 [con 600| ; ‘. 


y does he not carry into effect the 


15 


of the State made in court, thrown out on account of non-representation on the 
part of the State? V.—Why does the Subhd 90k pd his own caste people and 
relations, in opposition to the circular orders issued by the Darbér ? VI.— What 
has become of the report made by the Wahiwdtdar that about fifty thousand 
rupees have been improperly exacted from the pdtil and cultivators to whom 
cotton and grain were sold? VII.—Why have such good villages as Bhania 
become desolate? VIII.—Does the Subhé visit the villages within his charge ? 


IX.—Does he dispose of the business coming to him soon? X.—Why does he 


not order timely payments to be made to Girdsids of their Haks and cash allow- 


ances in such cases as are pending before the court. XI.—What attention does 
he pay to the Municipal matters ? 


The same inserts a communication describing the past career of Mr. 
Gandhiji, the K&érbhdri of the Wdnkdner State, for 
Gives the past career, &c. enabling the reader to know what abilities he possesses 
of the Karbhéri of the Wan- to conduct the administration of this small State. 
kiner State to show his in- ‘The Karbhéri was employed before 1842 as a Kérkun 
ee ene exe Le nee me in Porbandar, and the Réné twice banished him from 
satisfactorily discharge his that town for faults committed by him. He was re- 
duties. employed by that Chief, and he contributed to the 
: reduction of that State from the first to the third class ! 
He showed great honesty to the officers of the political agency in Kattywar by 
maligning the Réné. Though not deserving he has suddenly been promoted to 
the post of the Karbhari of the Wankdner State. But he does not perform his 
new duties, and seems to think of appropriating the thirty-six thousand rupees 
which have been kept in deposit as remuneration to him for the stipulated time 
of employment in this State, without rendering appropriate services for the 
same. ‘The writer warns the Rdjd to beware of this trick, and to take due 
precautions for not being taken in by it. 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 19th November 1878. 
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Politics and the Pubhic Administration. 


Caird and the Famine Commission, believes that no 
Believes that no practical practical good can come out of their labors. If India 
good cam come ous of in? were as small as New Zealand, Mr. Caird would in 
abors of the Famine Com- : or , : 
mission composed of Mr. ® flying visit obtain considerable knowledge of the 
James Caird and others, country, and investigate the causes of the late famines; 
seesnia, -but in so vast a continent as this country this is im- 
poset ote, although the Government, of India may think otherwise. Some 
nglishmen after seeing the principal cities in India in a visit of six months’ 
duration, imagine that they know everything about the country and its people. 
If such gentlemen were to keep to themselves the opinions ivhioh they form, 
no harm would result, but usually they publish the results of their labors in some 
periodical in England. How far can the information gathered in such a hasty 
manner and the conclusions founded upon it be accurate, may be easily con- 
ceived by those who have read the remarks of Professor Monier Williams on 
the educated natives of India. It will not excite surprise if Mr. Caird follows 
in the same path. He is, undoubtedly, an able man and capable of great 
application ; but the Indu Prakash is unable to conceive how he or his col- 
leagues can in the course of six months master the subject, to acquire the 
elementary knowledge of which will take several years. The London Times 
expects great advantages to follow both to England and India from Mr. Caird’s 
_wevigg experience of the Irish famine. The Indu Prakash entertains the same 
ope; but doubts as to how far these expectations will be realized, inasmuch 
as the amount of matter to be deliberated upon by the Commission is so 
enormous that its headings alone fill whole pages of the Gazette of India. A 
great responsibility rests on the individual members of the Commission, as their 
report will be taken as a guide in the management of future famines; and it 
remains to be seen how they will discharge it. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 17th November, in an article on European 
civilization, says, among other things, that although 

Regrets to findthat Europe it must be conceded that the various arts and sciences 
nas Soy made ny ie “Tein have made great progress in Europe, yet it regrets 
one in arte and eciences.  -t#at no corresponding advance has been made in 
: - morality, This statement, the Opinion justifies by 


observing that treaties have lost all their binding force since the supremacy of 


Russia, and that they are often not worth more than the paper on which they 
are written. At the present time treaties are made only because in no other way 
the object aimed at be attained. For instance, Russia submitted the treaty 
ratified at St. Stefano to the Congress at Berlin, simply to avoid hostilities with 
England. Again, Russia pretended that the Christian population of Bulgaria 
was oppressed by the Mahomedans, and made a noise over the whole of Kurope 
that the former were being massacred by the latter; but the real facts are now 
brought to light. The Russians, however, now connive at the attrocities inflicted 
by the Christians of Bulgaria on the Mahomedans. ‘The Czar of Russia 


repeatedly declared in writing his intention of abstaining from all interference 


in the affairs of Afganistan ; but the sincerity of these professions is now appar- 
ent. Whatever shortcomings have been pointed out in the conduct of the 
Russian statesmen are to be found in a more or less degree among the statesmen 
of other countries of Europe. It hehoves, therefore, the wise and thoughtful of 
those nations not to talk highly about their own civilization and morality. __ 


The same, in an article on the Afgan affairs says that it appears from the — 


speech ofthe Karl of Beaconsfield at Guildhall, and 


Observes that there-is no the opinion of the English public generally that war | 


necessity for carrying: on is gyre to be declared against Afganistan. Since this 


immediate hostili wi ; ; 
Senaaies — resolution has been arrived at, it behoves us to see 


Mpa 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 18th November, in referring to Mr, James 


how far such a step is justifiable. Strictly speaking, 
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the Audis is an independent Prince, and was, besides, not the Sist.to: offeel 


The real offender in this matter, however, is Russia, which will not be touched 
by this war, while her power todo mischief will remain the same as before. 
The necessity of carrying on immediate hostilities with the Amir is, therefore, 
not clear, At the same time, Russia has got enough on hand in the settlement 
of Turkistan, and has neither time nor opportunity to turn her attention an 
where else. Under these circumstances the British Government would do wel 


to make friendship gradually with the Amir, and thus to check the aggressive 


designs of Russia. Moreover, the expenditure of this campaign will have to be 


met by levying new imposts on a people already over-burdened with heavy 
taxation; and such a proceeding will create immense discontent. The Govern- 
ment of India ould not, therefore, hurriedly enter on this war, since it is 
required neither by justice nor the safety of the State. If, however, it is once 
begun, the desirability of carrying it to a successful issue is quite apparent ; and 
for this purpose help should be sought from England and the Native States of 


India. 


The same, in an article on Mr. James Caird, refers to the antecedents of 


Expects much good from 
the appointment of Mr. Caird 
on the Famine Commission, 
if he would but ascertain for 
himself the real condition of 
the Indian agricultural classes 


and see other things with his 


own eyes, 


that gentleman, and considers that his appointment 
on such an important Commission is a most fortunate 
event for the natives of India. Whether he error 
adequate knowledge of this country may be doubtful ; 
but his past experience will, undoubtedly, prove 
highly useful. Mr. Oaird should be careful not to 
allow himself to be guided by the opinions of the 


Indian officials, but should ascertain for himself the 
real condition of the agricultural population by travelling over the country, and 
should see every thing with his own eyes. By thus discharging the onerous 
duties cast upon him he will earn the gratitude of the people of India. 


A correspondent of the — writing from Alibd4g states that when’ the 
Mamledars in the Coldba Collectorate first sent in their 

of ye igy oar ag gevendl nn estimates of the probable yield of the license-tax, they 
are over-assessed under the were ‘considered too low, and directions were given 
license-tax and do not get to them to have those estimates revised. The revised 
redress of their grievances.  § sheets also were found inadequate; and hence fresh 
ones were again ordered to be prepared. When these last received the sanction 
of Government, it turned out that the final estimates were nearly double of the 
original. If any complaint is made about the over-assessments the officials 
declare that they are bound by the orders of their superiors and cannot afford 
relief. Where, therefore, can the poor obtain redress? There is also no likeli- 
hood of justice being done on appeal. When oral evidence is adduced, written 
evidence is demanded ; and when the latter is presented, no proper investiga- 
tion is held and the account books are not accepted. In this Collectorate the 
bulk of the people are agriculturists. As these pay the assessment on land, 


they are, of course, not subject to this new impost. But since they must sell a 


portion of the produce which is over and above their requirements, it is con- 
tended that they may trade on its proceeds, and, hence, become liable to the 
tax in question. Such persons are assessed at the rate of two per cent. on their 
alleged savings. Under these circumstances, it is hoped that Government will 
be pleased to direct its attention to this subject, and put an end to all such 
proceedings, if they are considered illegal. | 


The Dnydén Prakash (3) of the 18th November gives in full the drafts of 
bor the two letters prepared by Mr. Ganesh Wasudew 
ae that the proposalof Joshi, the substance of which is given in another 
esh Wasudew Joshi . : ) i 
for mediation between India Part of this report, and then proceeds to observe that 
and Afganistan as impractic- (Government has no faith in the loyalty of the natives, 
able and is not likely to be and that this is evidenced by the conduct of our 
noe Pied. in good part by the rulers during the last ten years. The proposal of 
i Mr. Joshi is, therefore, more likely to confirm rather 
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than allay the suspicions of disloyalty which the British Government entertains. 


The principal point aimed at in these communications seems to be that it is the 
intention of the Amir with the help of Russia to liberate India from her foreign 


rulers. If, therefore, a mission is sent from this country to acquaint them that 


no such desire is felt by the natives, an invasion of India will not be attempted. 


This supposition is simply absurd. No nation has ever invaded another in — 


order to set it free ; and even if that was given out as the main object, any one 


who would believe it would be considered a simpleton. There are many ways — 
of mediating between hostile powers ; but the method pointed out by Mr. Joshi 


is impracticable. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Inddpur states that a theft was 


., committed in the house of one Saddshiw Patwardhan, 
a hk te : see spe a clerk in the office of the Mamledar of that station. 
‘Sadéshiw Patwardhan at Certain persons were apprehended on a suspicion of 


Indapur though the Superin- being implicated in it, and on the discovery of some 
tendent of Police declared 


nat of the stolen property, the case was sent for trial to 
vaca as _ the Second Clase May ietrate This official dismissed. 
it for want of proof, but desired the police to make further enquires. He, 
however, did not state that a theft had not been committed. Subsequently, on 
the arrival of the Police Superintendent it transpired that no theft had been 
committed ; so the clerk in quéstion was at once charged with having brought 
a false complaint, and sent to the Magistrate of the istrict accordingly. He 
has been suspended from his office, and the case is being tried by Mr. Symonds. 
The correspondent is a near neighbour of this man, and can state from personal 
knowledge that a theft had actually happened. The conduct of the Police 
Superintendent, therefore, in saying that no theft took place and that a false 
charge was brought, is unexplicable. The houses of many respectable persons 
were searched but no clue was found ; and it was to screen themselves from 
the responsibility that the police declared that no theft had been committed. 


A correspondent of the Mahdrdstra Mitra (5) of the 14th November, but 


Nite dk ie eee recived on the 17th, says that on hearing of the 
desire of native regiments to Probability of a war with the Amir of Afganistan, the 
join in the Afgan war and native regiments manifested an intense desire to 


the offers made by the native fight in the cause of the British Government, and 
princes of their forces for 


. showed impatience of being led against him. Besides, 

employment in the same, : ‘ , 
rove the great loyalty of the Several native princes have of their own accord 
ndian subjects whom the volunteered to place their forces at the disposal of the 


Government ought not to British Government; and all this has been done 
allow to be maligned by some 


without a single suggestion emanating from Govern- 
oo ment. It is, shears, quite iviteet how loyal the 
natives of India are; and yet, strange to say, there are many European officials 
who accuse them of disloyalty. A Government which prides itself on being 
just should not permit such charges to be brought against their subjects. 


The Kiran (9) in its issue of the 8rd November publishes the drafts of two 


Drafts of letters which letters from a gentleman of the name of Mr. Ganesh 
Mr. Ganesh Wésudew Joshi Wésudew Joshi on the subject of the difficulties on the 


proposes to address to the frontier, The one is intended for the authorities at 
authorities at Simla and to 


2° ea Simla, and the other for the Amir of Cabul ; and both 
a A = “preset of them are submitted for the ay proval of the public. 
difficulties with Afganistan. | The substance of them is given below— 


Draft of a letter to be sent to Simla— 


The minds of the natives of India are at present agitated with the state of . 


affairs on the frontier, and although they have not the requisite ability to give 
suitable advise to the British Government because of the magnitude of the crisis, 
et on account of the intimate connection subsisting between them and the 


nglish people, and in order to perpetuate that bond of union, this communica- 
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tion is addressed to the authorities at Simla. Whenever there is any disturbanee 
on the frontier, the inhabitants of the Decean are reminded of the battle of 
Panipat, and hence feel much alarmed. Now, it isin consonance with the 
declared policy of the British Government to adjust all disputes, if possible, 
_ without bloodshed. Should the Russians and the Amir imagine that the natives 
of India are dissatisfied with the British Government, a mission representing the 
two hundred millions inhabitants of this country would disabuse them of that 
idea, and would, on the contrary, show them that they (the natives) wish for a 
continuance of British rule. The consequence of such a step may also be 
favorable. There need be no hurry in sending the mission. It may leave 


after an answer is received to the accompanying letter which it is proposed to. 


address to the Amir. The Government will not suffer any loss of dignity by 
such a mission being sent. It may still continue its warlike operations. The 
former is a palliative measure on behalf of the Indian public. Should the British 
Government wish to be informed of the doings of the mission, any one in 
whom it has perfect confidence may be sent with it to watch its proceedings. 
This mission may be looked upon in the light of correspondents of newspapers. 
There is no reason whatever that it should be considered as emanating from 
Government. No difference need exist between it and the missions sent by 
religious societies, which are allowed to move about freely and without restraint. 
Should the Amir refuse to receive the mission or not send a reply, the natives 
of India will feel that they have not been treated with dignity. The writer, in 
contlusion, states that he is willing to be guided by Government in any changes 
which may be eonsidered desirable in this letter, or to accept any new policy 
which may be suggested. : : 


Draft ofa letter to be sent to the Amir of Cabul— 


From the social intercourse which has existed between the Mahomedans 
and the Hindus for several centuries, it may be safely concluded that all reli- 
gious differences between them have vanished. At the same time, it must be 
allowed that much ruin has resulted on account of religious discords. We should 
also remember that we are the children of the same Creator, and that much 
benefit will ensue from considering ourselves as brethern. It, therefore, behoves 
us to adjust all our differences (enmities) without bloodshed, and such is the 
opinion of several persons who are not in the service of the British Govern- 
ment. Hence, a suggestion has been made that a deputation consisting of two 
or more individuals should be sent to inform the Amir of the real views of the 
inhabitants of India. On ascertaining of his willingness to receive it, steps 

will be taken to dispatch one. It will be the aim of this sepuiasion to acquaint 
the Amir with the many advantages which the English rule has conferred on 
the natives. Among these may be mentioned the spread of education and the 
increase of commerce with different nations. Tranquility also prevails through- 


out the country. Every one, therefore, wishes for a continuation of the same — 


state of things; and that it may not be disturbed by some trifling occurrence 
is the heartfelt wish of the people of India. It is the bounden duty of every 
one to exert himself to the utmost to preserve it. These and similar views 
- eannot be conveniently communicated except at a personal interview ; and it is 
for this purpose that permission to send a deputation has been asked. 


The Poona Herald (10) of the 20th November, in an article on Cabul, 
| | states, among other things, that it could not be the 
lays down the policy intention of the British Goyernment to annex that 


which should be adopted for country, as it will not be profitable to do so. There 


ee 4 Sag rar Ind. can also be no advantage whatever in bringing the 


frontiers of the English and the Russian empires in 


€ontiguity, If, however, it be the desire of Government to stop the progress of 
Russia before she reaches India by defeating her, where is there a spot between 


their territories on which a decisive ‘battle can be fought. In the opinion of 
‘the Herald the British Government will derive no benefit by fighting in the 
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ee mountainous country inhabited by the Cabulese. It should, therefore, remain 
_ within its own territory and guard it in the best possible manner. The moun- 


tain passes should be seized, and all intercourse with the Amir should be stop- 


ped. A strong and powerful force should be stationed on the frontier, and 


no fear need then be entertained from Afganistan being visited by the Russians 
or any other nation. To keep, however, a large army considerable expendi- 
ture will have to be incurred. To prevent this the formation of a native’ 
volunteer corps should be encouraged, and railways should be constructed in 
every direction up to the frontier, for the purpose of concentrating a large army 
in the course of a few days. If, in addition to all these suggestions, the masses 
are kept in a state of contentment no fear need haunt Government about the 
safety of India. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Kalédgi complains that thefts 
and robberies are committed with impunity at that 


Boo, cag lla goer station, although it is the head-quarters of a collec- 


'Kalédgi are not detected and torate, and a large police force is always stationed 


prays the authorities concern- there. Here the writer enters into particulars, and 
ed to adopt immediate mea- observes that the police have totally failed to detect 
— their prevention 12 the thieves and robbers in question, and trusts that 
oa the authorities will be good enough to tak< preventive 
measures without delay. 


The Arunodaya (12) in its issue of the 17th instant, says, with veference to 

the murder of the Deputy Commissioner at Khandw4, 

Would be glad iftheautho- that the authorities of that station are going to hand 
— ol er ai would over to the Mahomedan, population the stones which 
visas ta canaries the stones Were removed from an old mosque, and in consequence 
of a ruined mosque. of which the murder was perpetrated. The Arunodaya 
a would rejoice if this information should turn out 

correct ; and believes that if officials were to acknowledge their mistakes simi- 
larly, their conduct would reflect credit on themselves as well as the Govern- 
ment which they serve. Man is liable to err, and so are Government officials ; 
and people will think all the better of them for their readiness in confessing 


mistakes when they are committed. 


The Swadesh Mitra (28) of the 19th November, in an article on Colonel 
Fuller, passes an encomium on that gentleman, for 
,Praises Colonel Fullerfor the many buildings which have been constructed 
oi artistic skill in the erec- ynder his superintendence, and believes that his 
ion of public buildings at as Hadiel Wika tes a i é heautifal 
Bombay. aving rendered bombay one of the most beautitu 
| cities in the world, must be peculiarly gratifying to 
him on his departure from India. The spire which Colonel Fuller toned on 
the top of the Réjabéi tower with his own hands, is considered as an act exhi- 
biting great intrepidity. The Mitra concludes by saying that the Colonel was 
a benevolent gentleman and a well wisher of the natives. (Some otber papers 
of this week bestow similar praise on this officer). 


A correspondent of the Karndtak Wértika (32) of the 17th November says 
that, on finding that false weights and measures were 
States that the prices of being used in some shops at Dharwar, the Collector 
—> Dharwar have risen of that District appointed a Committee to make en- 
n account of the dealers not nant ° 
being furnished with certi. QUiries. The Committee sat for two months, and 
fied weights and measures several tradesmen were either fined or sentenced to 
though they are fined for undergo imprisonment, but its labours did not 
Bee short ones, and of the extend any further and the object of the Collector was 
rts of that town being . oe oe 
forcibly seized for the use of 20t attained. ‘The shop-keepers were not furnished 
Government ‘servants, &. with certified weights and measures. Hence owmg 
: to the fear of the police and the municipal officers, 
tespectable dealers do not even venture to use their own measures for the 
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with corn of all kinds, and prices are much higher than elsewhere. Another 


e 


| " purpose of sellin corn... Under these circumstances, the market is ill supplied 


- eause for the enhancement of the prices is chiefly attributable to the increased 
cost of cart hire. This is owing to the fact that all the available carts have 
been forcibly seized for the use of officials who are now moving into the district 
and for the conveyance of the baggage of the force whose presence is required 
elsewhere. ) | 


A correspondent of the Mdlwan Samdchdr (33) of the 18th November 
complains that the Agent of the British Indian Steam 

Beis. Chat oe Agent, Navigation Company at that station issues tickets to 
pesca Sirens ee Milne, intending passengers for many days before a steamer 
its passengers to great is really expected, and then detains them all that 
inconvenience by selling them time by informing them that it may arrive at any 
tickets — . ay9 the moment. The passengers are thus put to great in- 
sates anal he mP""Y convenience, and their sufferings are often very great. 
It is to be hoped, therefore, that Government or its 


officers will be pleased to direct their attention to this subject. 


A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (34) of the 9th November says that a 

_ daring attack was made by a gang of robbers, con- 

Reports a gang robbery in sisting of about sixty men, on the village of Mend- 
the village of Mendgaon 3 d ‘ ; 

near Shendurniin Khandesh, g20n near Shendurni. After placing some of their 

number to guard the entrances to the village, they 

approached the houses vy torch light, py their guns and beating their drums 

as they went along. hile engaged in denuding the houses of several rich 

people of their valuables, a man on horse-back was seen riding fast towards the 

scene of the robbery. This frightened the band, and they decamped. The 

police arrived after quiet was restored, and then enquired of the villagers as to 

what had occurred. No trace of the dacoity has yet been found. The vil- 

lagers believe that the robbers in question came from the Nizam’s territory. 


The Jalgaon Saméchdr (37), a new paper recently started, in its issue of 
ees the 17th November, in an article on Municipalities, 
Prays for an improvement states that there is not a single municipal body in the 
of the constitution of Muni- . Pes : : 
: whole Presidency which is not chargeable with wasting 
cipal Corporations. : 
the public funds, and considers that this, among other 
causes, has led to the impoverishment of the country. This state of things the 
Samdchdr believes is attributable to the composition of the Municipal Com- 
mittees in which Government officials exercise more than their fair share of 
influence, and also to the absence of any sense of responsibility among the 
other members for their acts. The Samédchdr feels that if the constitution of 
Municipal Committees were so altered as to meet the above two objects, the 
Government would confer a great boon on the people. 


The Gangd Lahari (40) of the 15th November, but received on the 18th, 
in discussing the question of the expenditure of the 
Observes that the expenses Afgan war, says that it should be borne by the countr 
Bee yond SF and which would suffer most if India were lost to England. 
and not by indie. deg: Now, England would, undoubtedly, be the greatest 
: loser, because the annual gain which the English 
obtain from India by their commerce and Government will cease to be remitted. 
Here the differences between Afganistan and England are likened to those 
between a plaintiff and a defendant, and as plaintiffs and defendants must plead 
their respective causes with their own means, so should Afganistan and England 
do. If, therefore, England (the defendant) fights out her cause by the help of 
India’s money, why should not gg ETE (the plaintiff) do the same? — That 
this war should be carried on with England’s money is advocated not merely 
in the interests of India, but because such a measure is strongly supported by 
s0 eminent a statesman as Mr. Gladstone, who considers that the insult offered 
4n.pP23—I11 [con 615] , 


by the Amir should be avenged, but that it is br es to burden India with the 
| eg rom of the expedition. It is to be hoped, therefore, that the Government 
of India will consider the matter and not allow India to be saddled with the 
cost of this war. __ eae 
The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 17th November, in a leader, headed, 

*¢ India’s poverty,” after alluding to the past wealthi- 
Observes that India has ness and splendour of this country, observes that 


pal eure Pf veri under British rule she has become poor. W 


- Warren — 
over it, and founds the hope Hasting’s trial and Edmund Burke’s speeches in regard 


of her being relieved from to it supply the heart-rending proofs that the course 
it and her becoming happy of draining India of her wealth by either fair or unfair 
Open  ercital interest means commenced from the :time of Lord Clive and 
which the people of England W pee Notw; . : 
have begun to exhibit for her. Warren Hastings. Notwithstanding this new taxes 
welfare, are imposed. The land is becoming less fertile day 
| by day in consequence of the unsuitable mode of 
levying the Government land assessment and the ignorance of the agricultural 
classes. These things have reduced the country to so much utter poverty 
that three-fourths of its population subsist upon only one meal a day. And 
et the State expenditure is increased, and the people complain of the heavy 
urden. The only consolation in this sad condition is that it is attracting to 
itself day by day more attention of such great and merciful people in England 
as Mr. Fawcett. The Mitra here alludes to the article in the ‘* Nineteenth 
Century” from the pen of Mr. Handyman, entitled, “ the Insolvency of India,” 
which, it says, contains valuable suggestions on the subject; to Miss 
Nightingale’s article on the same subject ; and to Mr. Fawcett’s disquisition on a 
similar topic. These productions prove that the well wishers of india exert da 
and night to make the people of England acquainted with the poor condition 
to which this country is tact under British rule, and with the policy of the 
Indian rulers with regard to the military expenses, Home charges, new taxes, 
protection to trade, &c. Fortunately for India, the attention of the great people 
of England is gradually more attracted to her interests. If this state of things 
continues, suggestions coming from Home will be adopted by the Indian rulers, 
and then this country will be very happy. 


The same tries to make out a necessity for a machinery different from the 
existing one, for the dispensation of justice in State 
Attempts to make out a trials, The Mitra admits that the means adopted for 
pe ca for a machinery dealing out justice between private parties are un- 
Tor digpnsine jtstee © doubtedly satisfactory. But th t be said 
one for dispensing justice in GOuDtedly satisiactory. but the same cannot be sal 
State trials in this country. | in regard to cases in which the Government is a party. 
The late Surat trial has shown the great want of a 
separate machinery for State trials. It is not just to leave the scales of justice 
in the hands of Revenue officials when they themselves are the prosecutors. 
This was the very contention in regard to the Bombay Revenue Jurisdiction 
Bill. In the case of the prosecution of the two native Editors, the people and 
even the accused complained that Government was the opponent in that case, 
and it had already formed an opinion that the accused were guilty. It was 
also said that it wanted to entrap them. Had the innocent accused been con- 
demned as guilty, Government would have come under a great blame and it is 
fearful to conceive what would have been the effects of such a contingency. In 
common with several other newspapers the Guzerat Mitra was induced by the 


incidents which happened in connection with that trial, to express views against | 


Government. It is not yet known positively what explanation the Bombay 
Government will give in regard to them, and how will it exculpate itself from 
the sentiments entertained against it. For all these reasons it is necessary not 


only for the due safety of the subjects but also for the pure dispensation of 


justice, that a machinery different from the existing one should be provided for 
State trials ; and it is hoped Government will not fail to provide it. 
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The same, in a long leader, headed, ‘‘ What did really produce the Surat 

~ riot’ ? mentions some of. the causes of the riot, alleg- 

Mentions some of the ed by itself andsome of its contemporaries before this, 
Surat Ms? hrs RearsosNt hk Galt and noticed in some of the previous weekly sum- 
‘ations apon the subject. maries. After alluding to its recent article praying 
en Government to appoint a commission to enquire into 

the causes of that unfortunate occurrence, and advising the people of Surat to 
submit a memorial to Government to appoint such a commission, also noticed 
in a recent number of the weekly summary, the Mitra observes that since 
the authorities made disapprovable and regretful attempts to throw the blame 
of the riot on the innocent six accused in the recent Surat trial, and they 
have met with shameful disappointment in those attempts, it becomes the 
more necessary to give a view of the riot as taken by the disinterested public, 
not as taken by the selfish authorities. The Government of India passed the 
distasteful license-tax at the close of the past year, that created a great com- 
motion throughout the whole country. Its impropriety was heightened by 
the unjust exemption from the impost of Government servants and some other 
classes; and this wrong step increased the complaint of the public against 
it. At this juncture new local taxes were imposed by the Municipality of Surat 
on the impoverished people of that town. They were already complaining of 
the heaviness of the privy-tax ; and in addition to it duties on cloth and other 
useful articles were imposed, and they gave rise to as much complaint as the 
license-tax itself produced. As if to encourage the coming riot, an indiscreet 
Government officer entrusted with the work of realizing (assessing under ? ) 
the license-tax, of his own accord and without the knowledge of the Munici- 
party issued objectionable forms in regard to this tax. The Guzerat Mitra and 
the Deshi Mitra (56) conveyed warnings against them, and suggested the issue 
of better forms; but they were not attended to, and the anger of the people 
was drawn upon these forms. Moreover, inexperienced and rash school-boys 
were entrusted with the work of getting them filled up by the people. These 
boys irritated the people still more. ‘They, however, do not deserve blame, 
as they, probably, took up the cue from their controlling authority. Whatever 
be the fact, the irritation of the people against these forms grew so high that 
they resolved not to fill them up, and hooted the local police and the autho- 
rities who supported the boys in getting them filled up. Two of the persons 
who assaulted the police un that occasion were justly punished ; but the people 
had grown blind by the irritation, and foolishly took the law into their own 
hands in regard to the two convicted persons. They thought that the license- 
tax would be brought into force from Ist, April as regards every dealer. They, 
therefore, resolyed to close shops and business, and thus evade the tax. For 
four days the cessation of business continued without any disturbance. On the 
fifth day the riot broke out, or the people were encouraged to commit it. A 
close enquiry needs he made as to what created this disturbance. It is said 
that on the morning of the 5th April as the people were going, as resolved by 
them the- evening before, to obtain redress from the Collector, a European 
whipped (some of ?) them. The native press is under sucha great calamity 
and the authorities look upon it with so much displeasure, that there is no use 
in giving the name (of the European) even in good faith. This conduct of the 
European incited the people to attack the Europeans to whose aid came the 
police and the militaries. This appears to be true cause of theriot. And it 
receives confirmation from the fact that Europeans are very irascible and show 
a great contempt of natives of all ranks, which sometimes leads to fearful re- 
sults like the riot. The Mitra then considers the conduct of Mr. Ollivant in 
regard to this disturbance. It observes that on the third day of the riot in 
writing upon the subject it praised him for his patience and calmness. But it - 
now finds on re-consideration that that opinion was erroneous; and it can now 
say that he did not exercise due discretion on that occasion, and is responsible 
for the closing of the shops and business for four days before the riot, and) for 
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a the people becoming stronger in their resolve. Ss no 
sion, and did not meet it with sufficient strength of mind. 
Notification issued on that occasion that “ you 


. 


pe e stated in the 
ple say that you have closed 


shops and business, but you sell vegetables, and other articles by the back-doors. 


Hence, this cannot be called a real closing 
proceeding from the mouth of a Government officer encouraged 
and a characters to acts of indiscretion. 


mis 


of shops and business.” Such words 
the desperate 
He also committed the great 


e of allowing the people to gather in crowds, and did not disperse them. 


Had he pacified and dispersed them no riot would have occurred. The Mitra 
promises to return to this subject in its next issue. 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 22nd November in gratefully noticing 


Prays His Excellency the 
Governor to enquire into the 
working of the School of 


Industry and Arts in Bom- , 


bay, as it does not seem to 
work satisfactorily. 


the exertions of His Grace the Duke of Buckingham 
in establishing in the Madras Presidency an agricul- 
tural college which has attained some success ‘Tariad 
its short existence, and in improving the School of 
Industry and Arts long existing at the Presidency 
town, alludes to the School of Industry in Bombay, 
and observes that it appears not to work satisfactorily. 


Though nearly twenty years have elapsed since its opening, it has not been 
able to effect a spread of the arts among the natives to the extent it should have 
done. The object of this institution is to teach the different arts to the students 
attending it, and to enable them after the completion of their studies to set up 
on their own account. A long time has passed since the art of manufacturing 
pottery was introduced into this school ; and though accounts are heard now 
and then of well-glazed earthenware being made in it, not a single native 
student of it has as yet commenced business on' his own account in this art. 
There must be some defect somewhere. Either the students are defective or 
the mode of teaching them is so; and which of the two is really of this 


character needs be found out. The Samdchdr, therefore, requests the attention 


of His Excellency the Governor to this institution. His Excellency possesses 
the rare merit of taking a leading part in works of all kinds, and has since the 
assumption of the administration of this Presidency, exhibited great interest mn 
the numerous branches of it. Sir Richard will, it is hoped, be pleased to en- 
quire into the working of this institution, 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 16th November in giving an account of the 
enquiry which was being made at Suraton the 13th 


States that the complaint 
_ of the Mukhtiér for the accus- 
= 1 Haribhéi Kanséra 
e Honorary Magistrate 
of Surat, by whom the case 
was being inquired into, that 
other witnesses (for the pro- 
secution ?) were so concealed 
outside the court-room that 
they overheard the evidence 
which was being taken in the 
court was not properly at- 
tended to by the ecisteste. 


instant, by Mr. Dosdbhdi Pestonji, the Honorary 
Magistrate, into the charges of committing a riot, 
iving false evidence, &c., brought against Fakird 

aribhdi Kanséré, states that Mr. Motilal conducted 
the prosecution, and Mukhtidr Bhagwdndds repre- 
sented the accused. The former asked in plain words 
leading questions to the witnesses for the prosecution, 
and the latter appealed to the Magistrate against this 
impropriety. Other witnesses concealed themselves 
outside the court-room in such a manner as to over- 
hear the evidente which was being taken in court. 


The Mukhtiar strongly complained against this injustice ; but due attention was 
not paid to the complaint. It was rather laughed at and passed over. 


The Rast Goftdr (51) of the 17th November, in a leader, headed, “ Another 


Does not like a with 
Afganistan that would be 
brought about by the inter- 
cession of Russia, and wishes 
the Government to obtain a 


peace with honor,” remarks that a peace with Afga- 
nistan brought about by bringing Sher Alli to his senses 
is highly desirable, but not so is the one which may 
be had by the Russians bringing him about to make 
it. The latter peace is no unity at all. It is not true 
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necessary, that would break 
the union of the Amir with 
the Czar. : 


ndia. War is better than such a peace, and India 
should carry on the former until she gets the very 
; kind of the latter which she can honorably accept. 
Sher Alli whose father was a friend to this country has joined the Russians, and 
a war is to be made with him to punish him for this connection, to break up 
their union, and to compe] him to make peace with us once more. It behoves 
India, therefore, to carry on a war with him until these results are obtained. A 


-peace brought about by the Russians inducing the Amir to make it means, that — 


had the Russians been in a position to make war, in which they are, however, 
not at present, they would have declared a war with us, and that whenever it 


would suit them they would break the peace and make war with India. It is 


| 


‘than to accept such a disadvantageous and dishonorable peace. . 


bettet, therefore, to take advantage of the enemy's weakness, and chastise him 


The same criticizes the new Port Trust Bill which has been recently 
Pe Tag a eg oer published and is shortly to be introduced into the 
element in the Port Trust Bombay Legislative Council, The very constitution 
Board as proposed by the Of the ‘lrust as proposed is objectionable. Government 
Bill recently published, is so and the European merchants are given a great deal 
very little as to be — preponderence in it, while the native element is very 
and requires to be increase. = small, or, more properly speaking, nominal, There 
are to be thirteen Trustees on the Port Board, of whom the Chairman and five 
members are to be the nominees of Government. Other five members are to be 
elected by the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, and by these ‘eleven two native 
members are to be nominated. The Chamber being a purely European con- 
cern, there will be thus eleven European and only two natives on this board. 
The native merchants will have, consequently, little voice in the management 
of this important department. When the European and the native merchants 
are at one upon a question coming before the board, there is no need of native 
members on the board. But when they differ the voice of the latter must be 
sufficiently strong to be of any use; and it cannot be so by the representation 
of two members only. The proposed constitution, therefore, needs to be 
altered as shown here. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 16th November, 
and a correspondent of the Jéme Jamsed (49) of the same date, make the same 
observations, and request Government to enter a provision into the Bill for 
appointing an equal number of members on the part of Government, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and the native mercantile community). 


The Yajdan Parast (53) of the 17th November, approves of the application 
Approves of the application made ies Mr. Guldabdads to the Session Court of Surat 
made by Mr. Gulébdas to the ON behalf of three out of the six accused persons 
Session Court of Surat on in the late Surat trial, to grant them permission to 
behalf of three out of the six prosecute for perjury such of the witnesses for the 


ringer edge gece prosecution as gave false evidence against them. The 


anch of the witnesses for the pew urers put into great risk the liberty of the accused, 
prosecution as gaveevidence and, therefore, do not deserve to be pardoned of the 


against them. crime committed by them. Again, if they were 
allowed to escape the deserved punishment, perjury would be encouraged to 
attempt to injure innocence. Mr. Motilal, the Police Inspector of Surat, had 
the conduct of the case against the six accused. ‘The conclusion of it and the 
evidence given by the witnesses produced by him ought to have induced Goy- 
ernment to put him and.some otbers upon their trial in a court of justice. The 
manner in which a portion of the public view the conduct of the Inspector makes 
it also desirable that he should be allowed an opportunity to show himself pure 
and clean, and entitled to the confidence of the public as its servant. If he 


would not himself seek an opportunity for doing so, then he should be given it 


by granting the application made by Mr. Guldbdas. 
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yeace, and will not last long, and will be no honor to 


Prays the Supreme Gov- 
ernment to issue instructions 
to the Press Commissioner 
to supply the native press 
also with political and other 
important news especially 
about: Cabul in the same way 
as he supplies it to the 
Hnglish press. 


“The same considers it a great injustice to the native press on the part of the 


13° 


Supreme Government not to furnish it with telegraphic 
and other news of political and other importance, 
especially about the Cabul affairs, while the English 
press is supplied with it. The native papers have not 
a lesser number of readers than the English press has. 
Nor does the native publie wince less anxiety to hear of 
the Cabul news than that shown by the readers of the 
English papers, There isa well paid Press Commis- 
sioner at his establishment to furnish important news 


to the press, and there is no good reason why he should supply it to the English 
rtion of it, and omit to do so to the vernacular section, leaving the latter to get 


it only through the kindness of the former. 


The Parast hopes the Supreme 


Government will bestow due attention on this complaint, and issue instructions 
to the Press Commissioner to remove it. 


Asks the authorities con- 
’ cerned to obtain to the pas- 
sengers of tramway cars in 
Bombay rights corresponding 
to those enjoyed by the 
Tramway Company in certain 
matters. 


The same believes 


Highly approves of the 
rumoured application of the 
Poona Sarwajanika Sabhg to 
the Supreme Government to 
permit it to send a deputation 
to Cabul to bring about a 
reconciliation between the 
Amir and the British Indian 


The A’rya Mitra {54) of the 17th November thinks 
that the passengers of the tramway cars in Bombay 
do not enjoy rights eorresponding to those enjoyed 
by the Tramway Company. ‘The remarks made by it 
are the same as those made by the Bombay Samdchar 
(48) of the 12th November, and noticed more fully in 
the lask weekly report, 


in the rumour which {fs going the round of some 
Gujaréti papers that the Poona Sarwajdnika Sabha 


has applied to the Government of India to permit it _ 


to send a deputation to Cabul to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between the Amir and the British Indian 
Government, and praises the association for thus 
showing its great loyalty toGovernment, The Mitra 
likens the alleged intended conduct of the people of 


ere 
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{Jovernment. 


Poona to that of the people of Russia and Turkey 
3 _ in the late war between the two empires, that went 
and lived in each others countries and tried their best to further the interests 
of their respective Emperors. The people of Poona were well conversant in a. 
politics in the time of the Peshwas, and will.very likely prove of great service . ae 
to the British Government, if a deputation of them is allowed to go to Afgan-. — 
istan by the British Government. They in common with the rest of the British eC 
Indian ryots highly dote upon the British rule which has obtained for them the SS 
same happiness as was enjoyed by the subjects of the King R4ma, and are quite 

justified in evincing their great loyalty to it. The Mitra hopes the Supreme ‘ 
Government will grant the necessary permission to the association. — 


The Laka Mitra (55) of the 17th November in its opening leader on the 
| speech delivered by Lord Beaconsfield at the Lord 
, 
expression’ given by Lord Mayor's Banquet, observes that it does not furnish an , 
Beaconsfield at the Lord ©XPlanation so ete required by the public, as to oe 
Mayor's Banguet about what policy is His Lordship to follow in regard to the : wae 

oe 8 policy towards (Qabul question. It does not contain any thing than 2 
capil account of 1 indistinct hopes, and yet, very strangely the English 
oh oe papers have expressed their approve! of it. Taking . «= “3a 
this speech in connection with the recent telegrams from Europe new questions _ Be 
arise. In this week’s news from Russia there is nothing about. war or incitee = 9 
ment to the Amir as before; it spéaks of peace and of peaceful advicetothe = 
Afgan ruler. The questions then arise, how has this sudden change arisen? *  ~ 
Have the Russians become wise, or do they want to mislead us anew? If — aes 
this is not the case, is England engaged at present in making new treaties with = “+ 
the Czar? Is the same t ing to occur in the case of Afganistan, as happened tte 
atter the close of the Russo-Turkish war,—that is, when every body werein 
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- momentary expectation of a. war being declared between England and Russia, 

the two countries were engaged in making a treaty between them. This is, 
however, a political secret, and we must wait until it sees the light, and give 
till then a free scope to our imagination. 


In the next leader, headed, ‘‘ The thoughts of India against the Premier’s 
ee, speech,” the same observes that the Englishmen in 
Thinks that the time has India donot seem to be pleased with the Premier’s 
me Lora ge ow maar utterances on the Afgan question, and they seem. to 
ne: to the Cabul affair, De right. As observed before, His Lordship’s speech 
raises only new indistinct hopes, and it is possible 
that the Englishmen here are not confident of their being realized. They have 
seen how far his Lordship fulfilled the hopes he had raised on the occasion of 
the Berlin Congress. There was much difference between what he then spoke 
and what he could afterwards achieve. They wish that in conformity to the 
British greatness strong measures should be adopted towards Afganistan. His 
Lordship does not refuse to do this; but has not at the same time given any 
proofs of his desire to adoptthem. The next question is has the time for taking 
them arrived? Though the Mitra is unable to give a satisfactory reply to it, 
as it is not in possession of many secrets regarding the present policy of 
England, yet the outward appearances lead 1« to believe that that time has 
arrived. The Englishmen in India are better a “are of the arrival of this time 
than the natives themselves, and they, thei::fore, complain so loudly. 


The same is glad that the British Government does not put much faith in 


Is glad to find that the 
Government, both here and in 
England, understands what 
value to put upon the pro- 
mises of peace in re to 
Afganistan given by Russia, 
and has not slackened the 
warlike preparations. 


the pacificatory promises of Russia in regard to the 
Cabul question. This week’s European telegrams, 
observes the Mitra, show that Russia, which until 
recently showed a disposition for war, has of a sudden 
changed her course and now speaks of peace. If she 
has honestly done this, India is to be congratulated 
upon her escaping from a destructive struggle, since 
the former was at the bottom of the Cabul difficulty 


and the arrogant conduct of the Amir, and her inclination towards peace must 
produce a great decrease in both of them. But she is given to make promises 
with the one hand, and draw out the sword with the other. This was her con- 
duct in the quarrel she sought and the war she made with Turkey: Scarcel 
had the work of the Berlin Congress was over when she laid a spark for the 
Cabul war. No alteration appears to have taken place either in her nature or 
her Government. This leads one to mistrust her honesty in her present peace- 
ful promises in regard to Afganistan. She is given to make such promises 
until the objects she has in view are accomplished, and scruples not to speak of 
war afterwards. Her present promises ought not, therefore, to be allowed to put 
us off our guard. We must continue to make our demands upon Afganistan as 
well as our war preparations. The Mitra is glad to find that both the Govern- 
ment here and in England well understand all this, and have continued to make 
the warlike preparations. 


The same also disapproves of the prosecution conducted by Government 
of the witnesses in the late Surat trial that per- 


Hopes that both Govern- jured themselves by making statements in the Session 
ment and the three of the (Qourt contrary to those made by them before the com- 
six accused in the Surat trial 
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who have applied for the 
necessary ission to the 
Session Court, will give up 
prosecuting the witnesses 
who gave false evidence at 
that trial. 


produced uneasiness in every section of the = 
to mix with it the name of Government and to loo 
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mitting Magistrate in that case, as well of the applica- 

tion made by Mr. Gulébdds on behalf of three of the 

six accused in that trial to the Session Court for per- 

mission to prosecute the witnesses who had given false 

evidence against them. There is no benefit whatever, 

observes the Mitra, in carrying on the case which had 
le, rae 


ed the ignorant persons | 


to the latter with fear and owe. 
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The impression made by the Surat riot and the case in connection with it on 


them, makes it desirable that no more cases should be brought forth as they are 
likely to commit more harm as rege ag on than what they would appear to 
e Mitra, 


roduce in their present form. 


therefore, hopes that both the 


parties will stop the further progress of these cases, and leave the meek people 
of Surat to forget soon the impression made by that important incident upon 
their minds. (The A’rya Mitra (54) of the same date also expresses similar dis- 
approval of the prosecutions, and. prays Government to prosecute and get punish- 


ed the 


rsons who gave false in 


ormation to Mr. Ollivant that the two native 


Editors and Mr. Gulabdas of Surat incited the late riot in that town, and through 
him induced Govérnment to conduct an expensive prosecution which failed so 


sadly in the end.) 


The Ahmedabad Saméchdr (5 8) of the 13th November, but received on the 


Complains that the infor- 
mation to an _ appellant 
against the assessment under 
the license-tax in the city of 
Ahmedabad that his appeal 
would be heard on a certain 
day, is conveyed. very late, 
and when he 1s absent at the 


appointed hour his appeal is 
thrown out, &e. : | 


18th, states that Mr. Fernandez hears the appeals 
against the assessment of the license-tax made by 
persons residing:in the city of Ahmedabad, and the 
Collector those made by the residents of the Daskroi 
Pargana. The appellants are informed of the days on 
which their appeals are heard. But the information 
is said to be conveyed to them at about 8 o’clock in 
the morning of the day on which the appeals are 


heard at ten o’clock. And the appeals of those who 
are not present at the appointed hour are struck off. 


On two days in last week Mr. Fernandez heard appeals. On the first day none 
of the appellants whose appeals came on for a hearing were present, and they 
were therefore struck off. On the second day the assessments on some were 
confirmed, and those on others were increased; but no reduction was made in 


regard to any one. 


Has heard a report that at 
this year’s fair at Wautha the 
police inflicted great hard- 
<i on the people assem- 

ed. 


The Kdside Mumbai 


Is sorry to find that the 
police of Bombay takes no 
notice of the cruelty practised 
on its horses by the Tram- 
way Company. 


and to take no notice of 


The same has heard that at this Py fair at 
Wauthd the police instead preserving order in the fair, 


inflicted great hardships on the persons assembled. 
If this report be true, it should be regretted that such 


a thing has happened. 


(65) of the 18th November, but received on the 17th, 


is sorry to find that the police of Bombay does not 
prohibit the cruelty practised on the horses yoked to 
tram-cars. Though forty passengers only are allow- 
ed to ride in a ear, about fifty persons are made to sit 
init. Do the police officers not know this? Are they 
to apprehend the poor cartmen for breaking the law 


the Tramway Company’s conduct when it commits the 


same offence? The Késid also censures the association for preventing cruelty 
to animals for taking no notice of this offence and not placing before the Magis- 
trates the Company for the same. 


The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 18th November also is highly glad to find 


Is glad to find that the 
willing and unasked for offers 
of their forces made by the 
Nizam, the Scindia, &e., for 
service in the impending war 
with Afganistan, has shown 
the impropriety of reducing 
the armies of native princes 
a8 recommended by the Times 


and gome other English 


papers. 


one hand, that they are heartily and highly loyal, and, on the other, the 


that the Begum of Bhopdl, the Nizam, the Scindia and 
several other Chiefs: have of their own accord, offered 
their forces (and: some of them have proposed to take 
up in person the commands of their respective contin- 
gents) for service in the impending Afgan war. It is 
a matter for great congratulation that the ill-advised 
recommendation of the Times and several other Eng- 
lish papers to reduce the armies of the native princes 


of India was not carried into effect. The unasked for 


and willing aid offered by these princes shows, on the 


oe ni BE 
Pie Ve HEN i. ote 
SS i See 
Paes o 48> ; 


Date aa Jane 
soph e or 
‘y ite % 


impropriety of adopting the recommendation of the Times and other papers of 
its opinion. The valuable help given by the armies of native princes to their 
_ paramount power in the critical year of 1857 and the present offers also clearly 

prove that to reduce those forces is to weaken the British Indian Government 
itself, as oo! rove of so great a service on emergencies. If occasion arises 
the Kolis, Bhils, Mardthés and the various mountainous tribes are willing to 
serve the Government. When such is the case, the. persons who advise the 
reduction of the armies of native princes must be considered to inflict an injury 
on Government itself. we Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 17th November, and the 
Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 13th, but received on the 17th, express somewhat 


similar sentiments). 
Municipalities. 


A correspondent of the Indu Prakdsh (1) of 18th November writing from 
Coeipleies that te rests Poona, observes that although the Municipality of this 
of the city of Poona are not City has a superfluity of servants to look after the 
kept clean by the Manicipa- cleaning of the town, yet the roads of it are not kept 
lity, de. clean and every where filth meets one’s eye. In the 
lane occupied by the grain-dealers heaps of corn are allowed to lie about the street 
in direct defiance of the orders of the Municipal authorities. Besides, the husk 
and dust which fly from the grain occasion great annoyance to the persons 
frequenting that road. The correspondent finally brings to the notice of the 
Municipal authorities that the Tulshibig lane requires to be widened, as it is 
t throughfare. He also requests that the orders of the committe with 
respect to the commission of nuisances on the roads be strictly carried out. 


A correspondent of Nydya Prakdsh (67) of the 18th November complains 
that the road in Sagraémpurd has fallen into disrepair 

Asks the Municipality of since the last monsoon and the people of that quarter 
— pune hag gem. suffer great annoyance from it particularly at nights, 
ones in Sagr4mpuré, and ®Ndrequeststhe Municipality of Surat to repair it and to 
prays the authorities concern- construct several new ones in the localities mentioned 
ed to appoint a member in by him, as well as to increase the number of street 
red ™ agar pverpaaree lights in that quarter. This portion of the town is 
of eek. neglected by the Corporation for several years past, 
a and the same may be attributed to the absence of a 


member in the Corporation who is a resident of it, and who can properly 


represent its wants. The authorities concerned are, therefore, requested to 


appoint a Commissioner from among the residents of Sagrdmpura. 
Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 14th November, but received on 
A ee ce the 17th, : a Srelnuenee of the leader, — ‘ The 
ates that the ryots ofthe promptitude shown by the officers of the Kadi Prant 
poe tee of ie Coe of ths Gekwaili State in the dispensation of justice,” 
justice ee ths gee commenced in its last issue, observes that the Magis- 
administration of it. trates below Mr. Lallubhai, the First Class Magistrate, 
and the police officers of this Mahdl enjoy very great 
pomp and act high-handedly, and do not attend to the laws of the State, in 
spite of the complaint that the people of the Mahdl do not get expeditious jus- 
tice. Except in the Munsiff’s and the Session Judge’s courts the dispensation 
of justice is delayed for along time. Cases which can be disposed of within 
four days are made to drag their existence for as many months. 
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The Yajdén Parast (58) of the 17th ‘November 
me Young is 


Biekwid. eghgee and it was then 


atit. Sayajiraéw has yet to receive political and other education ; 
a time to wed him to a zenana can by no means he beneficial to him. 
still is that Sir T. Médhawrdéw who is well aware of the evils of ear 

and has done so much for improving the admini 
tenance the proposal. The Parast hopes the Di 
give up the intention of marrying the young Prin 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, 
Poona, 26th November 1878, 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 24th November, in an article, headed, “ Kin 
‘ and his subjects,” says that England and India should 
Regrets to find thet Goy- endeavour to pull on as well as possible, and that. the 


ernment does not adopt a former should not depend solely onits strength. This . 


On ENT ets nce 18 the more necessary at such a juncture as the present 
7 plivaiada’ of the people, When the Russians are making a common cause with 
and observes that the con- the Afgans, Persians and Turks, the former enemies 


ciliatory policy is the more of [ndia. But the British Government does not seem 


aaa bodes ee Met, disposed to conciliate its native subjects as it ought to 
are trying to accomplish their 90, In justification of this statement, the writer 
designs on India. notices the Vernacular Press Act, by the passing of 
which, he says, Government has devtived itself of 
one of the sources of ascertaining the feelings of the people. Reference is also 
made to the recent attempt of Government to reduce the armies of the native 
sins ; and it is alleged that since these forces were useful in establishing the 
ritish supremacy in India and in suppressing the mutiny, it is not fair to 
doubt their fidelity. To dispel all groundless suspicions, therefore, Government 
should act in a straight forward manner, and should not make promises which 
it has no intention of fulfilling. #Here the curtailment of the lavish expenditure 
which prevails in the varions departments of Government is insisted upon, and 
allusion is made to the fact that no native has been appointed to a seat in the 
local High Court, althongh a legal provision for making such an appointment 
already exists, The abolition of the nine Victoria Scholarships is mentioned, and 
comment is made on the non-fulfilment of the promise which was then made, that 
the natives would be largely nominated to posts in the Civil Service, although 
the 2 oe of one native to such a post is acknowledged. Here the writer 
complains that the natives are not allowed any voice in the assessment of 
revenue and the administration of justice, and this behaviour of the British 
Government is contrasted with that of the former sovereigns of the count 
under whom they (the natives) enjoyed a preponderating influence in oi | 
matters. In fact, the opinions of the natives on revenue affairs haye become 
utterly abhorrent to Government; and while the rights of Europeans are 
jealously guarded by appropriate legal provisions, no such corresponding 
| privileges are given to the natives, I+ is also stated that the administration of 
Justice is made so very costly that practically justice is almost denied to the 
poor; and since in all the affairs of life the ryots have need of the sowkdar, the 
extraordinary law which it is now proposed to enact would prevent them from 
obtaining any pecuniary assistance, and so the land would gradually go out of 
cultivation, - Finally, the writer maintains that Government does not pay any 
attention to the real causes which have led to the poverty of the people. The 
Land-tax, the Stamp and the Limitation Acts, and the yarious processes of law 
have each and all contributed to bring about this lamentable state of things, but 
about which the Government seems to entertain a radically different notion. 
The assessment on land is raised once in every thirty years, but the cultivators 
contend that in the same period their wealth diminishes by half; and no one 
1s able to account for this immense difference. Now the Survey | ommissioner 
as one of those officials who tells 9 different tale; and as his work js never likely 
to come to an end, the wealth of the people must continue to increase according 
tohim. {[f, however, this were really the case it would not much matter; but 
it 1s dreadful to think of the consequences, inasmych as the fact is otherwise. 
Again, the Suryey Department sa: ] that by careful experiments it has been 
ascertained beyond a doubt that the produce of fields is forty times the assess- 
ment on them. But, why is not this proeess gone through with the assistance 
of the committees of the people? The real truth will then be known. If the 
Famine Commission which is now sitting were to go thoroughly into this matter, 


the problem would be solved ; but it does not seem likely that such will be the 
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result. It is more probable that some decision will be arrived at after an — 
attentive examination of the papers relating to the late famines. (The Indw 
Prakash (1) in its issues of the 18th and 25th instant, in a communicated article, 
gives expression to similar views). | ie 


The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 25th November, in an article, headed, “ Our 

| duty in the present crisis,” states that owing to the 
Advises the people to sub- general poverty of the masses and the famines which oe 
mit memorials to ‘arg per ave prevailed during the last two years, the country | fs. 
aoc A pe firge gp wor is utterly unable to bear any further taxation. Every fae 
Afgan war. “effort should, therefore, be made to prevent even any 
ies portion of the cost of the Afgan war being charged to 
India, and, for this purpose, all the native associations which have for their . 
object the welfare of the people and the preservation of their rights, are strictly 14 
enjoined to petition Parliament, and assist those English statesmen who take the Wh. 
same view. No fear need be entertained of such a proceeding being considered 7 
disloyal. 


With reference to the permission fecently granted by Mr. Pollen to Mr. 
Guldbdds to prosecute certain witnesses for the prose- 
Says that the witnesses for cution in the late Surat trial for perjury, the Mahd- 
Pos georges in the Pirve rdstra Mitra (5) of the 21st November, but received 
catia heal it apieiaty on the 24th, observes that every effort-should be made 
punished. to get these men severely punished; otherwise they 
would be constantly bringing false charges against 
innocent persons. ‘The Government already knows what reliance to place on 
the evidence got up by the police and those who assisted it in the trials which 
recently took place at Shol4pur and Surat ; and it is, therefore, the more necessary 
to make an example of persons who have put the Government and the accused 
to much needless expenditure. ‘The Mitra refuses to believe that itis the desire 
of Government that such people should escape punishment ; because, if such had 
been the case, so impartial a Judge as Mr. Pollen would never have been 
appointed. 


2 oe a oe oe Se ee ee | 
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The same, in an article on vernacular newspapers, remarks that it is the 
business of hewspapers to inform Government of the 


Says that owing tothe new orieyances of the people generally ; to bring to its 


Vernacular Press Act the 


the legitimate work of news- 
papers has gone, and they 


notice any oppression practised by its officials ; and to 


oint out how far such acts are in obedience to law. 


may a8 well confine them- [¢ is also their work to acquaint Government whether 
— to the publication of the subjects are contented; and, if not, to suggest : 
e achievements of ancient ‘ 1) s 
india for the benefit of the %easures which will increase mutual good will be- ee 
people. tween the rulers and the ruled. The Mitra regrets to : 
to say that all this occupation has gone since the 
heresy of the Vernacular Press Act, as no newspaper Editor will care to bring 
imself into trouble by publishing such matters. It cannot, however, be said 
that the natives are the only losers by this Act. The Government also has lost 
as much as the people. The Mitra is, therefore, unable to divine the reasons 
which rendered necessary the passing of a measure so detrimental to the inter- 
ests of Government. But, as there is no likelihood of its being repealed, any 
discussion respecting it may be left out of consideration. A suggestion is, e 
therefore, finally offered that the newspapers should confine Sementoas to the a 
publication of matter relating to ancient India, by which the writer hopesthat = == — 
the exploits of their ancestors will be brought to the minds of the people who ae 
are entirely ignorant of them. | | 


The Bodha Sudhdkar (6) of the 27th November, in an article on the internal 

dissensions of European officials, says that interest and 

_. Regrets to find that favour. favouritism are as much rampant now as they used to 
itism and interest have be- be in former times, and that men like Ghdshirdm 
2nP30—11 [con 620) 
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come rampant in the ap- Kotwdl exist even in our present day. Here the 


pointments of Enropeon offi- writer takes exception to the appointment of Sir 
haere _ . Taylor as Public W rks Secret: the Govert 

of India, and believes that the superior claims of Sir M. Kennedy have been 
ae over, because that gentleman would have exposed the weakness of General 


Sy 


trichey’s plan of constructing public works out of borrowed amg § Fins : 
cials of the 


it is declared that as jealousy has increased among the European o 
different provinces, so has the caste system taken a firmer hold of the minds of 


the natives. Hence some native officials are ever ready to perform acts which — 
disgrace human nature, and becoming infatuated by the momentary favor of 


European’ officials, they do the utmost harm to their own people, 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 24th November, in an article, headed, ‘* Court 
: fee stamps and Government,” says that the change 
Disapproves of the use of from stamped paper to the use of adhesive stamps 
court fee stamps, and recom- may, nerhaps, have caused some little saving to Gov- 
mends either the reception : : 
of money or the revival of ©Tnment in = cost of paper ; but has, upon the whole, 
stamped paper. done immefise mischief by the opportunities which 
: this new scheme affords to dishonest clerks of practis- 
ing frauds. In support of this statement, the writer mentions several cases of 
fraud which have been brought to light in the Poona, Ndsik, Tanna and Colaba 
Collectorates in the use of the court fee stamps; and a suggestion is, therefore, 
made to the effect that either ready money should be received in the payment 


of court fees, or that the old stamped paper should be again brought into use. 


A correspondent of the Belgaum Samdchdr (14) of the 24th November, 
writing from Gadag states that Mr. Elphinstone, the 
Describes the splendid re- Collector of Dharwar, received quite an ovation on his 
ception given to the Collector gyival at that station. The whole town was illumi- 
of Dharwar by the people of | a | - 
Gadag, which, however, isnot ated and a triumphal arch was erected at its en- 
approved. trance. The words * Welcome John Elphinstone” 
were inscribed on it in golden letters, The Mamledar, 
at whose suggestion the reception was given, went to receive him with the 
leading men of the town accompanied by music, and on his reaching the bunga- 
low where he was to put up, some fire-works were let off. Although this is 
altogether a new proceeding, yet since the Collector seems to like it, the corres- 
pondent hopes that all other Mamledars in the district will act similarly. 


In a leader commenting upon the above letter, the Samdchdr remarks that 
this was not the first occasion on which Mr. Elphinstone visited Gadag, and, 
hence, js unable to conceive why so grand a reception was given to him. The 
Collector is a kind-hearted and heneyolent gentleman; but since his arrival at 
Dharwar he seems to be bent upon promoting men of the Lingéit caste, quite 
irrespectively of their merits, If any post is to be filled up, it is usually given 
toa Lingdit, It is, therefore, quite plain that the Lingdits are greatly indebted 
tohim. Now, the M4mledar of Gadag is a Lingdit by caste, and there can be 
no doubt that he did all this to please Mr. Elphinstone. If the inhabitants 
generally had any inclination to behave in this manner, they would have done 
so when he visited that town for the first time, and similar exhibitions would 
have taken place all over the Collectorate: Besides, if the Collector’s position 
entitles him to be received in such style, how much more honor should be shown 


to the Revenye Commissioner and the Governor. To yield greater honor to 


any one than what is warranted by his position, is deemed to savour somewhat 
of disrespect, If, therefore, Mr. Elphinstone acquiesced in these proceedings 


from a noble desire of not hurting the feelings of the people, his conduct was 
commendable ; but it is to he hoped that a stop will be put to all such exhibi- 
fons in future, otherwise a law similar to that by which officials are prohibited — 


: 


from receiving presents will have to be passed, © 


orks Secretary to the Government 


Sa 


‘ The Shiwdji (26) of the 22nd Notember, but received on the 24th, in an «= = 
ne Veer article on the Amir of Cabul, says thut the present j§§8 © 
— wisn j m expenses embroglio has been caused by the shortsighted policy — 

pnt th teks by England Of the English Government. Since the expense of | 
alone. this war will be enormous, it will not be just to throw ae 
it on India, particularly at the present juncture whens 

the country is not in a condition to bear additional burdens. This war owes its oe 
origin to the English ministry, and its object is not to punish Shere Ali, but to 
reserve intact the greatness of England. Hence, it is but fair that the expen- 
biture should be borne by that Government whose policy has brought on the 
war. 


The Karndtak Wérittka (32) in its issue of the 24th November describes the bes: 
circumstances which led to the flight of Gowindbhat, | ie 

Asks certain questions with the branch book depdt-keeper at Dharwar, and asks ic 
regere = oF suck be gwar the following questions with respect to the loss of i. 
pie von abb Wis sarinst Rs. 8,000 which has fallen on Government. 1st.—Why 
did not the Curator ask the Educational Inspector 

§..D. to examine the book depét at Dharwar, when the former had reason to 
doubt the honesty of the branch book depét-keeper in question? 2nd.—When im 
the Educational Inspector asked the Curator to explain the grounds of his sus- ca 
picions, the latter replied that that was not out of the usual course. If it be ‘ 


true that such an answer was really given, then the grounds of it should be - - : 
explained. 3rd.—When Govindbhat was dismissed on account of dishonesty, aK 


and an order was issued to the- branch book depét-keeper at Kalddgi to go to . 
Dharwar in order to take charge of the book depédt at that station, why was he ae 
not desired to keep the matter secret? 4th.—If.it be true that Govindbhat was s 
acting dishonestly from the very beginning of his appointment, how is it that 

his false returns were not checked from the annual report upon it submitted by 
Raw Saheb Chambas4pé Baslingap4 to the Curator? 5th.—The former Curator 
Raw Saheb Mahddew N. Shirgaonkar was in the habit of examining the branch 
so appote once in every two years. Why does not the present Curator do 
ikewise { 


_ Tif Dnydn Bodhak (44) of the 25th November in an article on the license- 
tax, says that the tax in question was imposed for the 
payment of the sum which was spent for the relief of the 
distressed people during the last famine. Now, there is 
not even a pauper in the country who is exempt from this impost ; but it is very 
strange that highly paid officials and Vakeels whose income is counted by 
hundreds of rupees should not be called upon to pay their proper share. The 
result is that tradesmen are increasing the prices of commodities, and people 
generally are in great distress for their means of subsistence. It is to be hoped, 
therefore, that Government will take pity on its subjects and relieve them from 
this burden. His Excellency the Governor is well aware of the condition of the 
Indian population on account of his long residence in this country, and since 


>A 
a 


Wishes for the abolition of 


his appointment as Governor he has travelled over the whole province, and is oe 
thus able to speak from personal experience. The Dnydn Bodhak, therefore, pa 
trusts that he will be pleased to give his help towards the abolition of the tax. ce 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 24th November, in a leader, headed, ‘* A 
suggestion to the Reporter on the Native Press,” 
° Suggests that the Reporter observes that this officer does not discharge hisduties § 
on the Native Pregs should fFotont] i} with to th BENE hy peace 
be called upon to make such SUMICLENUY we wt regard fo eee eee ee 
‘remarks on the publications him on the publications entered in the Quarterl ny 
entered in the Quarterly cate- catalogues of books printed in this Presidency which 
the P se a a ~ are published in the Government Gazette. He is to be 
residency, published in Lael : vtin of Gi ra 
the Government Gazette, as Considered a commentator or critic of these works, 
would point out the excel- and one of the objects of Government in publishing 
ni or defects of the works these lists must be that his comments should point 
noticed by him. out to their authors their excellences or defects. O: 
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late, however, this object. does not seem to be —— gainst : 
nf 


the publications there is no commentary or criticism 


rter ; bu 


two or three lines giving a short d-scription of the contents of the books; and 
against several works the note that they need no remarks is to be found. Such 
remarks are worthless, and ought to be substituted by criticisms pointing out 
the excellences or defects of the works entered in the catalogues. The atten- 
tion of the authorities concerned is requested to the above suggestion. 


The same after stating that it disagrees from those who maintain that the 


Wishes Government would 
confer ree: on private indi- 
viduals for learning, respect- 
ability of family, &., different 
from those it td sd on its 
servants for their meritorious 
services. 


titles bestowed by the British Government are not 
sufficiently valuable, because they are not accom- 
panied with grants of money allowances or of landed 

ossessions to keep them up, as was done under the 
indegenous and Mahomedan Governments of this 
country, observes that the only defect it sees in the 
titles Tat ee conferred is, that the same honors 


are bestowed upon private individuals whether learned or of high families, or 
meriting the same for other reasons, as are conferred on its officers for their 


meritorious services. 


There should be distinct titles for each of these classes, 


as is done in other countries, and when it is done, they will be more highly 
appreciated than they are valued at present. 


The same also dis 


Disapproves of the prose- 
cation for perjury of the six 


witnesses for the prosecution — 


in the great Surat trial, who 
made statements in the Ses- 
sion Court contrary to those 
made by them before the 
committing Magistrate in that 
case, and makes a few observ- 
_ ations on the subject. 


approves of the prosecution for perjury of the six 


witnesses for the prosecution of the two native Editors 
and four others of Surat for riot, who gave their 
evidence in the Session Court contrary to what they 
had stated before the committing Magistrate in that 
case, and considers it a strange proceeding that one 
of these witnesses named Fakir4 Kansdrd should be 
now prosecuted for riot. With regard to the latter, 
the Mitra says that the Kansard4 was apprehended for 
riot before the two Editors and their co-accused were 


apprehended, and asks why was he not tried with the 

third batch of elven rioters by Mr. Lely ? How is he brought up for trial after 
he gave his evidence in the Surat trial? What has become of the several 
persons who were apprehended on a charge of riot, and have been released on 
bail? If they have been bailed in consequence of no evidence being obtainable 
about them, on what evidence were they apprehended ? If Government obtains 
an explanation on these points it will get one which will.astonish it. But 
unless a Commissioner as good as Mr. Coghlan is appointed to get it, Govern- 
ment will not get acquainted with the confusion that exists in these matters. 
With regard to the prosecution of the six witnesses, the Mitra observes that 
though Mr. Pollen acted impartially towards the prosecutor and the accused in 
the Surat trial, and is praised for it, the public has been disappointed to some 
extent on reading his finding in that case. With the praiseworthy object of 
putting a stop to more prosecutions he exempted from blame all but a few 
witnesses. But it is to be regretted that he did not stick to-the last to this wise 
course, His advice to Mr. Guldbdds who applied on behalf of three of the six 
accused in the Surat trial, for permission to prosecute the seventeen witnesses 
who gave false evidence against them, that it was not discreet to revive hosti- 
lities, &c., was really precious, and ought to have been followed. But why did 
he not give similar advice to the Government prosecutor who applied for 
permission to prosecute the six witnesses? This confounds one in finding out 
the inclination of the mind of Mr. Pollen. Certainly, he ought not to have 
allowed any more prosecutions fo arise out of the Surat trial. 
Government wishes to raise more prosecutions, the next question is why has _ 
Késirém, the witness for the prosecution in the Surat trial who openly 
admitted in court that he incited the riot, not been prosecuted for that offence. 
The authorities concerned have as yet done nothing in regard to him. To 
what inference does this inaction lead ? asks the Mitra. (The Surya Prakash (45) 
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of the 23rd November, but received on the 24th, also disapproves of this pro- 
secution for similar reasons.) thle Mun 


The same in a leader, headed, “ Mr. Lely, the special Magistrate,” descri- 


Repeats the circumstances 
ander which Mr. Lely, the 
special Magistrate, first refus- 
ed to order the police not to 
put handcuffs on the two 
native Editors and four others 
whose case was being enquir- 
ed into by him, while being 
earried from the jail to the 
court-house and back, but 


bes, at some length, the circumstances under which 


this officer first refused to interfere in the matter of 
pours handcuffs by the police on the two native 

ditors and four others charged with inciting the late 
riot in that town, while being carried from the jail to 
the Magistrate’s court and back, but afterwards ordered 
the police not to do so ; how the police twice disregard- 


ed his order; and how he peremptorily required its 


being followed; circumstances which have before this 


So oe ot goer de neo times appeared in some of the vernacular papers 
abies and noticed at some length in the weekly summaries. 

: The Mitra also alludes to the Magistrate having im- 
mediately after the commitment of the six accused, taken up the case against 
one of them for publishing the periodical, entitled, “Swatantrd,” and his bein 
obliged to leave the latter case incomplete on the advocate for the accuse 
objecting to the proceeding. ‘This case also was noticed by the press and has 
appeared in the weekly summaries. The Mitra observes with regard to these 
cases that the reader can see for himself.that although the accused were inno- 
cent, how much they suffered, and what sort of conduct the authorities adopted 
towards them, and how much the name of Government came into disrepute. 
The writer regrets that the Government did not take proper notice of these un- 
fortunate circumstances. 


The same raises the question who should pay the expenses of the present 
war, and after bringing.forward the arguments put 
Prays Government tocon- forward by the several members of the native press 
sider at once the question when writing upon this subject, and noticed more 
how to meet the heavy liabili- . elie : : ; h , : 
ties which will be thrown’ fully in previous summaries, that this country 1s poor, 
upon this country by the pre- that the public debt of it is already enormous, that the 
sent war with Afyanistan. people are already burdened with heavy taxation, and 
| that she is, therefore, unable to bear more burden, 
observes that considering the expenses of the Afgan war of 1842,.the cost of the 
present hostilities with that country will necessarily be very great; and, there- 
fore, their burden will be quite unbearable to this country. ‘The Mitra, there- 


fore, prays the authorities to consider duly at once how to meet those heavy 
liabilities. 


The same after making the remark that Government sometimes bestows 
the honors of Khan Bahadur, Réw Béhddur, C. S. I. 
or K. C. 8. I. on individuals who have not done any 
Mr. Narsinh Prasid of Jung. Cts of charity or performed any other meritorious 
garh, the Thékore of Bhéu- work, but simply because they are the descendants of 
nagar and Mr. Shamalbhai of persons who have done such services to the public. 
mn same place, and Mr. ence it is the more necessary that persons who are 
élamsingji of Kutch on the | Reig 
approaching new year’s day, Well known for having performed such meritorious 
and praises them for their works should not be forgotten, and should obtain due 
good services to their respec- honors or titles from Government. The new year’s 
ate senes, sent for their pri- day on which Government will as usual bestow titles 
on a few desetving persons is approaching ; and it 
would be well were Government to bestow honors on Wayjir Béudin and Mr. 
Narsinh Prasad of Jundgarh, the Thékor of Bhdunagar and Mr. Shamalbhdi of 
the same place, and Mr. Jalamsingji of the Kutch Darbér. Mr. Béudin is the 


Recommends the bestowal 
of titles on Wajir Baudin and 


head of the ministry which rules the Jundgarh State. He has done great ser- 


vices to that State. He is also renowned for his private charities. He rendered 
great aid from his private purse to the people of the Sorath prdAnt in the last 
famine and when they suffered heavily trom cholera, and affords them similar 
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medical aid at present when they are suffering from a bad type of fever. Mr. . 
- Narsinh Praséd is an impartial (Meine has rendered good fa ne to this State 
as one of the members of the ministry, and bears some repute for his private and 

ublic charities. The Thdkor of Bhéunagar has within the short time he has 
ose conducting his r4j, done a few meritorious acts. He spent:'a large sum in 
aid of his famine-stricken subjects, presented a large sum to his almamater the 
Réjkumér College, and made a similar liberal present to another public work. 
Mr. Shémalbh4i Parménanddés is the adviser of the Thdkor, and deserves some 
recognition of his services for achieving good acts through his master. . Mr. 
Jélamsingji is a member of the Kutch regency. His good acts and works have 
been described in a late issue of the Mitra. All these persons ought to get 
some recognition from the paramount Government. 


The Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 27th November says that the cause of 


no more news about the occurrences taking place on 
Disapproves of the prohi- 


bition made by Government 
to correspondents of the 
Anglo-Indian newspapers to 
send war news from the fron- 
tier, and prays Government 
to supply itself such news 


early to these papers as well 


as the native press. 


the north-west frontier coming now-a-days from the 
correspondents of the Anglo-Indian newspapers, ap- 
pears to be that Government has prohibited them from 
despatching it. Iftbhis be so, Government has not 
done well in issuing this prohibition. It is true that 
the authorities must take care that any news regard- 


ng the movements of the different expeditionary 
columns is.not published ; since its publication might 
acquaint our enemy with them. But, since the war has already commenced, 
there is no objection to commynicate with all speed the occurrences daily taking 
o There might be some items among these occurrences which it would not 

e proper to publish, But there is no risk in leaving the publication or suppres- 


newspa 
to the to 


* 


Condemns in severe terms 
the proyision in the new Port 
Trust Bill for appointing two 
native members only to be 
elected by the eleven Huro- 
pean Trustees appointed by 
_ Government and the Chamber 

* Commerce on the Port 
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they too are to be selected and appointed not by the native public, but by the 
eleven European Trustees. There cannot bea more improper, partial and unjust 


roposal than this. The European population of Bombay is scarcely equal to 
- hanaredth part of the native po Fy The trade dived on by the natives 
is also as large and extensive as that driven by the Europeans. Under such 
circumstances to appoint on the Board two natives among eleven Europeans is 
tantamount to leave the conduct of this important department into the hands of 
a handful of Europeans, and to ignore the rights of the native population,—nay, 
to ignore their very existence and to do them great injustice. It is true that 
the port and city of Bombay owe a great deal to European wisdom, labor and 
enterprise; but that is no reason to commit the unjust and shameful act of 


entrusting for ever into their sole hands the management of such an important. 


politico-mercantile department. The Rdst Goftdr cannot believe that the 
proposal has emanated with the permission of the impartial Sir Richard, who is 
so very highly revered by the native population. And even if he has given 
permission, he must have unknowingly overlooked the injustice it would com- 
mit. Numerous instances have occurred in which European merchants exhi- 
bited perverseness and selfishness in the matter of important questions. During 
the short time Sir Richard has been in this Presidency His Excellency has had 
experience of their obstinacy. The shameful appearance they have made in 
regard to the frauds of the employés of the G. I. P. Railway is the recent 
instance of their perverse conduct. Though the whole public complained of the 
corruptness of the railway employés, the Commission appointed by Government 
established the fact, and Sir Richard convinced himself of its existence, yet the 
European merchants sided with the railway, attempted to defend Mr. Conder 
from the unpleasant position in which he was placed, and represented to the 
Railway Board in England that the railway was quite free from the charges 
brought against it. Hence Sir Richard need not be convinced by any body of 
the impropriety of entrusting the management of a public department to a 
handful of Europeans. (The Jame Jamsed (49) of the 25th November, also 
condemns the provision for the native element in the Bill as unjust, and recom- 
mends in its place one which will entitle an equal number of Trustees on the 
part of Government, the Chamber of Commerce, and the native mercantile 
community. 


The same in a leader, headed, ‘ A way out of the Surat difficulty,” observes 
that it is said that Government refuses to pay the 
Wishes that the reportthat expenses of the Surat trial in which the two native 


Government refuses to pay Editors, Wakil Guldbdds and three others were accused, 
the expenses incurred by it 


“1 th t Surat trial would Dut all of whom were declared not guilty of the 
be ra act the authorities charges brought against them. It will be well if this 
of Surat, particularly Inspec- pews turns out to be true, and Government makes the 


tor Motilal, whoinduced Gov- a) willed officers of Surat who libelled so much that 
ernment to conduct the pro- 


a ited compelled town and thereby brought the good name of Govern- 
is sar tien? be that some ment into blame. Though the accused have been 
amends would be made tothe declared not guilty, they have suffered a great deal 
accused by paying the eX- for which due recompense cannot be made to them. 

nses underwent by them ; | 
F thaks dadiaen. They suffered imprisonment for three months. They 
have been ruined in character and in money. There 

was a public movement to raise subscriptions to make some amends to them, 
but it has failed. It would be well, therefore, were Government to make them 
some amends by paying them the expenses they incurred to defend themselves, 
and to exact from the Surat authorities the cost it has undergone for the pro- 
secution. Mr. Motilal, the Inspector of Police, agp i 6 deserves to be 
brought under this punishment. He acted wilfully and harshly in this case, 
_ He did not feel ashamed to disgrace the innocent persons by putting handcuffs 


upon them. Has Government inflected punishment upon him for this harsh 


conduct? It is in itself a scandal to keep any longer such an officer in Govern- 
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ment service. If he is, however, retained in service, why should he not be 
made to pay the cost of the trial? Many reports ‘prevail about this police 
officer. Ifa fine is inflicted upon him on account of the costs of the trial, 
Pr it will enable one to find out whether or not those reports represent 


The Laka Mitra (55) of the 24th November states that the coin called 
*‘ Broach Rupee,’ is current at Nowsdri and in some 


P make ‘ey 
ys a inchoate other parts of Guzerat. Its currency prevails in a 


some appropriate 


arrange- 
ments in to the coin 
known as ‘ Broach Rupee” 
currentat Nowsari and some 
other parts of Guzerat, or 
collect and melt it, as it is 
ata great discount and there- 
by inflicts a great loss and 
inconvenience on the people 
who use it. 


large part of the Gdekwddi State. Though the Baroda 
Government does not refuse to receive it in payment 
of State demands, it has of late begun to show a dis- 
like for it. ‘The consequence of this prejudice against 
this coin has been that the dealers do not deal in it, the 
money-changers ask discount for it, and the real price 
of it which was sixteen annas has fallen to fourteen 
annas and threatens to come down still lower. This 


has inflicted a loss upon the people who use it, and there exists a panic among 
them in regard to it. In pity of these people the British Government should 
either make some appropriate arrangements in regard to it, or should collect 


and melt it. 


The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 21st November, but received on the 24th, in 


Asks why was the same 
advice not given by Judge 
Pollen of Surat to Govern- 
ment that it ought not to 
prosecute the six perjurors 
who had turned round in the 
late Surat trial, as was given 
by him to Mr. Gulabdas that 


his cliants ought not to prose- 


cute those who gave false 
evidence against them. 


what they 


stated before the committing Magistrate in the same case. 


noticing the advice given by Mr. Pollen, the Session 
Judge of Surat, to Mr. Gulabdds, the Wakil who made 
an application to him ‘on behalf of three of the six 
accused in the late Surat trial, to give them permis- 
sion to prosecute those witnesses who had given false 
evidence against them at the trial, that it was not 
good to prosecute them, asks why did not the Judge 
give similar advice to the applicant on behalf of Gov- 
ernment for permission to prosecute the six witnesses 
who gave evidence in the Session Court contrary to 


he 


Mitra then observes that it will be better to get punished those who got up false 
evidence than to punish those who gave it. 


The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 20th November, but received on the 24th, 


Requests the -police of 
Ahmedabad to compel the 
owners of wells in that city 
belonging to the panch to put 
railings or to. build parapet 
walls to them, 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 20th November, is sorr 


Complains that the Guja- 
rati piece given for transla- 
tion to Parsi candidates at 
this year’s Matriculation Exa- 
mination is full of Sanskrit 


and Hindi vee “ne there- 


fore, is a very bard task for 
them. 


: 


consider this, and show 


in alluding to the recent occurrence of the death b 
drowning of a young girl by her falling into a well 
which had no railing or parapet wall to it, in the city 
of Ahmedabad, observes that such disasters frequently 
occur, and requests the police of that city to compel 
the owners of all wells belonging to the panch to put 
up railings or build parapet walls to them. 


to find that the 
Reverend Mr. Taylor, one of the Examiners at this 

ear’s Matriculation Examination of the Bombay 

niversity, gave to the Pérsi candidates for transla- 
tion a Gujarati piece which is full of Sanskrit and 
Hindi words. This is an injustice to these boys. It 
is of the same nature as to give the learners of English 
for translation a piece which is full of Russian words. 
The Mitra hopes the Reverend gentleman will duly 
a due consideration to them for his own mistake of 


giving such a hard piece to them. | ne 


— The Késide Mumbai (65) of the 22nd November, but received on the 24th, 
a ed contains a leader, headed, ‘* There is more happiness in 
Observes that there ismore Persia than there is under the British Government.” 
happiness in Persiathanthere We hitherto heard that the Government of Persia was 
- vere reborn we a barbarous and a cowardly Government. But later 
pets 70 ot the former #ccounts coming from that country which are confirm- 
country. ed by the Irani Mogals residing here, prove that the 
- administration of it has been not only considerably — 
improved, but a lesser number of crimes occur there than what occur under the 
British rule. The police of it is very competent and faithful. No thefts and 
robberies are committed in it. Young children with silver and Yaa ornaments 
their persons travel long distances without any harm. The English Govern- 
ment is just and good. It has made improvements in all matters except that of 
crimes. Under it the crimes of theft and robbery, roguery and breach of trust 
occur toalarge number. The cause of a lesser number of crimes occurring in 
Persia than under British rule is that, in the former country when a thief or 
robber is convicted by a court of justice his hands are cut off for the first offence 
according to the precepts of the Mahomedan Shard. The punishment for further 
offences is so very heavy as to be deterrent to others. This country will be- 
come within a short time as good as any country of Europe. 


The same of the 27th November observes that crimes have increased of late 
in Bombay on account of the insufficient strength of 
Points out the necessity of thenative policemen. The police is very able and 
making a small increase in active, Ab g yet crimes occur in a larger number than 
ot number of policemen before. The reason of this seems to be that there is a 
ombay for putting down the , : ‘ : 
increase in the number of paucity of policemen. This desideratum can be sup- 
crimes happening in thatcity. plied by either of the two under-mentioned means. 
ither the Municipality of Bombay should make a 
new grant of rupees three hundred per month for employing new policemen, or 
the Commissioner of Police should make a reduction in the number of the Euro- 
pean constabulary force, and employ new policemen with the amount thus saved. 
The native policemen are made to work twelve hoursa day, while the European 
officers of the force do comparatively far less work. Consequently, a reduction 
in the number of the latter can be well made. If the Commissioner of Police, 
however, objects to this proposal, the Municipality ought to make a new grant. 
The Kdsid mentions two recent cases of murder, one of a buggywalé on the 
Carnac Bunder, and the other of a Mardth4 Mukadam on the corner of Bhoi- 


wad4, and observes that the murderers in both these cases have not been yet 
detected. 


The Swadesh Watsal or the Patrivt (70) for the Hindu month of Marga- 
ae  shersha of the Sanwat year 1935, in an article, heated 
be euros ite readers mot to «Cabul, the British Government, and the Russians,” 
of the Russian at ‘ Ss 
design on India, and exhorts @8sures its readers not to be afraid of the Russian 
the people to assist in every designs on this country, and advises them to lend 
way their justand goodrulers every support, pecuniary or otherwise, to Government. 
y ‘ia gay diticulties with Tho British Government is wise and just, and India 
can never be so much benefited from the rule of any 
other power as she has been and will be benefited from tlie English rule. Some 
foolish youngmen attach the blame of the improper conduct of some of its 
officers to Government, and libel it unjustly. In this they commit a grave fault, 
and deserve great condemnation. It is true that occasions arise for commenting 
upon the policy or acts of Government itself; but on such occasions if criticisms 
are made within the bounds of due discretion, they are sure to. prove beneficial. 
Past experience assures us that our just and straight forward rulers will not 
enter by a wrong way into this war. The present difficulties with Afganista 
are sure to prove beneficial to this country. Government will be convinced of 
the great goodness and loyalty of its subjects, and will see the risk of keeping 
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them ignorant of a martial education. India would also be benefited by 


on our frontier. Under such circumstances our great loyalty would encow 


us to show our latent heroism in the eause of our rulers, who would be highly 


dz! 
: 


pleased with us and would not seruple to give us a due share in the administra- 
tion of the country by giving us high and remunerative posts under Government. 
Though it is certain that the Indian Government will never enter into the wat 


without sufficient foresight, it will be well for it to arrive at a decision in this 
matter with the advice of the Home Government, 


Municipalities. 


The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 21st November, but received on the 24th, 
SS ae hee complains in its usual humorous style, that oilmen’s 
ond is olen ab ak ” women wash their oily clothes at the landing place 


prevent oilmen’s women from 0D the river T4pti at Surat, built by Bhartiw4l4, and - 


washing their oily clothes spoil the water of that place. Here persons draw and 
at the Bhartiwéla’s landing tuke away water for their daily consumption, and in 
place ‘on the river TApti, its spoilt condition it must injure the health of the 
where people draw water for oe ee “eee ‘ 
their daily consumption, - consumers. The munieipality has, it is said, obtained 
medical opinion to the same effect. The women of 
the oilmen also break the stones of the landing place by their washing opera- 
tions. And yet neither the municipality nor the police takes proper steps te 
put a stop to these washing operations. The Mitra hopes these authorities will 
take a due notice of this complaint. 


The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 20th November, but received on the 


.. 4, 24th, requests the Municipality of Ahmedabad to cease 

Requests the Municipality . : . : 
of Ahmedabad to cease water. Watering the roads of that gity early in the morning 
ing its roads early in the in the cold season, as the same injures the health of 


morning and to perform that the men and women who walk barefooted on them to 
operation at twelve in the 


in th : n 
noon in the cold season, &c. would do well to water the-roads once a day at 12 in 


the noon, The saving thus effected in the expenditure may be as well applied 
to the same purpose by watering the roads a third time a day in the hot season. 


A correspondent of the Kdside Mumbai (65) of the 27th November, com- 


Complains that the foot- Plains that the foot-paths on the Bhendibazar road in 
paths on the Bhendibazar Bombay are out of repair for some time past, and 


road in Bombay are out of that passengers frequently meet with accidents in the 


oe holes which have been formed in them. He requests 
the early attention of the municipal authorities to their repair. | 


Railways. 


The Bombay Samichdr (48) of the 29th November, in alluding to a serious 
fa‘ieill Gti hal onan: accident which was about to occur on the 22nd instant 
trivance has not been yet *®moving train on the Madras Railway by its having 
adopted for carrying on a caught fire, observes that no serious consequences 


communication between the followed from it, as the attention of the driver of the 
driver and the guard of a 
moving railway train, and 


solide tuk the nagbh Sncenel form, and the train was stopped and the fire put out. 


of strictly prohibiting smok- But the attention of drivers is seldom drawn in time® — 


ing in moving trains for to such accidents. The guard becomes aware of them 


avoiding as much as possible hefore the driver, but he has no means to communi, 
cate with the latter while the train is moving and to 


accidents from fire happening 


to them. Se is ve 
seer iy have its motion at once put a stop to. It is very 


astonishing that though nearly a quarter of a century has passed since the = = =“ 
commencement of railway in this country, no contrivance has heen invented 


controlling authorities in England coming to this country if the enemy encamps 


get water or for other purposes. In this season it 


train was drawn to it before it had assumed a grave © 


and adopted for carrying on a communication between the driver and the guard _ 
of a moving train. Accidents from fire occur, to moving trains either from the — 
sparks flying from the engines or from the smoking of tobacco by the passen- 
gers. There are more chances of damage being done by the latter than by the 
former. And yet railway employés do not strictly prohibit smokin g ees 7 
native as well as the European passengers. The former escape by their being 
not seen by the railway officials but the latter are not prohibited though they — 
are seen smoking. The Samdchdr tries to impress upon the mind of these 
officials the indispensable necessity of strictly putting into force the rule on the 


railways prohibiting the smoking for lessening the chances of accidents from 


fire to moving trains. 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Dnydn Sdgar (30) of the 25th November, writing 


Complains of the harshness 
practised by the young Chief 
' of Kagal towards his servants. 


from Kagal says that when the Chief of that territory 
was about to be invested with full authority, the State 
servants formed great expectations of him, but the 

have not been, unfortunately, realised. Since his 


accession he is said to have dismissed several clerks and peons on the most 
frivolous pretexts ; and if this be true, then it behoves his advisers and well 
wishers to teach him to cultivate leniency in the treatment of his servants. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 21st Novem- 


States that the son of the 
Majmudar of the Kadi Prant 
of the GaekwAdi State obtain- 
ed bullocks and provisions 
without paying for them in 
his journey from Patan to 

Sidhpur. 


journey. 


ber, but received on the 24th, in writing about the 
Kadi Prant of the Gdekwadi State, states that Ddmo- 
darrdy, the son of Réamréw Gopdl, the Majmudar of 
Patan, recently went from ‘Patan to Sidhpur. On the | 
way he obtained, contrary to the orders of the State 
authorities, bullocks forcibly from their owners for his 
It is implied that he paid nothing for the 
use of these animals nor for the provisions he obtain- 
ed from the dealers.. , 


Another correspondent of it in writing about the State of Edar, states that 


States that the Political 
Agent does not seem to have 
done at his recent visit any 
thing about the debt of the 
State of Hdar, and implies 
that it has been incurred on 
account of the absence of 
good management on the part 
of the Assistant Political 
Agent in charge of it. 


on the 6th instant the Political Agent came from 
Sddra to Edar. It was believed that at this visit he 
would do something about the debt of this State ; but 
he does not appear to have done any thing. Perhaps, 
it is represented to him that the debt has been in- 
curred on account of the performance of the marriages 
of the daughters of the Rdaj&. But it cannot he so. 
The financial condition of the State was better during 
the minority of the late Jiwan Sinhji Mahdérdaj than it 
is now. Government has placed the State in charge 


of an Assistant Political Agent on a monthly salary of rupees five hundred. 
But he does not seem to have enquired into the causes of the ruin of the State. 
He does not appear also to have done any thing for improving its revenues. 


The Samsher Bahddur (57) of the 20th November, but received on the 24th, 


Complains against the Ad- 
ministrations of the Bhau- 
nagar and the Jamnagar 
States in Kattywar. 


asks the question ‘‘ What should now be done?” in 
regard to the Bhdunagar and the Jémnagar States. 
The former presents outwardly an imposing appear- 
ance; but inside it is all rotten. Justice is not pro-— 
perly dispensed in it. The Thakor is a mere puppet in 


the hands of Mr. Shémaldds. There is a swarm of Ndgars here who plunder the 


ryots of it as they like. 
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Though there are pearl fisher e State of Jamnagar, the Chief of it is 
indebted to others, and his treasur pty. Hopes about this State being 
improved either by Mr. Popat Welji or Mr. Nérdyanrdw Kharkar have a 
appeared. K4élubhé has been transported for his misdeeds. The heir 

in succession to him has died, and a search is being made for a new one. 16 
Jém is a man of antiquated views and has been stunned by these calamities. 


Hence there is little hope of this State being improved, oe 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 8rd December 1878. 
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Politics: and the “Public Administvadson, 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 2nd December in an article on the conceal- 

. ment of truth, says that it was the boast of the former 
Disapproves of the conduct Hailebury Civilians that they always spoke the truth 
of Government towards Mr. | : | avere 
Wyer, the Collector and that they fearlessly did what was right, and that they 
‘Magistrate of Baduaon and never failed to, do their duty even from a fear of 
Dr. Cornish, the Sanitary punishment after death. Their boast was just. This 


Commissioner of Madras, for = ° 1: | . } 
speaking Out truthimplcasat ° evidenced from the published reports of the time of 


to Government in regard to the late East IndiaCompany. It never occurred to 
the famines which lately pre. these gentlemen to make a great fault appear small, 
vailed in their respective pre- or a small one great. Now there is some difficulty in 
nae making the same assertion of the men who have come 


out under the competitive system. ‘The reason of it is, that the former race of - 


civilians usually belonged to rich English families, or were in some way connect- 
ed with influential persons in England; and, hence, it was not in the power of 
the superior authorities in India to do them injury; but the case is otherwise 
with the new civilians. These mostly come from poor families, and are, there- 
fore, under the necessity of writing what would please Government. Occasion- 
ally we meet with exceptional cases. Some time ago Mr. Wyer, the Collector 
and Magistrate of Baduaon, in the North-Western Provinces, was asked certain 
questions by the Famine Commissioners. In his reply he stated that when the 
famine raged in that province, the Government gave to the Jamindars or landed 
proprietors some delusive promises which were never fulfilled. Besides, the 
relief works started by Government were entrusted to contractors who fraudu- 
lently dealt with the labourers in regard to their wages. Moreover, at such a 
crisis needy men who were caught in the commission of petty thefts, were 
ordered to be striped, in consequence of which punishment some of them even 
died. This report was transmitted through the Lieutenant-Governor, who at 
once directed Mr, Wyer to be transferred,to another station for his plain speak- 
ing. Again, Dr. Cornish, the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, did not act 
according to the wishes of the Supreme Government during the late famine 
crisis in Southern India. His services, therefore, remained unacknowledged, 
although the Duke of Buckingham strongly recommended him for some mark 
of the favor of the Government of India; while many officials who did as 
was desired by Government, were rewarded with the Star of India, and 
some even’ received promotion. Asa general rule, all official correspondence 
is conducted in confidence; and if public servants are not allowed to give free 
expression to their views in private when are they to speak the truth, and how 
will Government become aware of the grievances of the people ? asks the Indu 
Prakdésh, This, however, is our opinion. But the Government entertains quite 
another. Those who write according to the dictates of Government are its 
favorites, Truthful and independent men like Dr. Cornish and Mr. Wyer 
cannot, of course, be tolerated. It is much to be regretted that one is obliged 
to forsake the cause of truth for the sake of earning one’s livelihood even 
among the covenanted civilians. (The Daydn Prakash (3) of the 2nd December, 


in an article, headed, ‘‘ An important suggestion to the Famine Commission,” 


gives expression to similar views, and adds that all gentlemen who have been 
invited to give their opinions relating to the late famines, should be protected 
like witnesses in a court of justice—that is, they should not be punished if their 
opinions are unpalatable to Government). . 


\ 


A correspondent of the same says that the Vernacular Press Act will, upon 


re the whole, do more good than harm to the vernacular 
V omc a Pcs press. In support of this view the writer maintains 
wii good than harm to the that the managers and readers of English journals 


native press. are in every way superior to those who conduct and 


read the vernacular newspapers ; and, hence, the latter 


are not fit to possess the same freedom which is enjoyed by the former, 
gapers there are some who have been 


Among the Editors of the vernacular news 


a3. > 


dismissed from service and who take to this profession in the last resort asa = 
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sciences, and, therefore, it is not becoming in the latter to teach wisdom to those 
who are their betters in every way. Finally, the writer believes that this act 
will enhance the dignity of the native press. In the first place, if a foreigner 
knowing the great and good achievements of the English, were to read the 
strong language which is to be found in the vernacular newspapers against the 
British Government, he would say that the Government did not pay attention 
to it on account of the worthlessness of those writings. This will now cease 
to be so, Again, the natives are sure to experience in time the results of the 
good or bad policy of Government, nor is the course of Government likely to be 
altered by such denunciation. However, some one who might take an offence, 
will not now do so. Lastly, if an end were put to such foolish writings better 
compositions would appear in their place. ‘This will increase the importance of 
the writers, and their attention will be directed to eradicating faults which exist 
in them. | 


The Mahdrastra Mitra (5) of the 28th November, but received on the 1st 
on December, says that some European gentlemen are 

Does not believe in theeffi- of opinion that the frequent famines which have cree 
cacy of forests in bringing ' : he 
down rain, and, hence, does Occurred of late owing to ascanty fall of rain, are, no ian 
not think that the proposals doubt, attributable to the fact that the country has ae 
of Government for establish. been gradually denuded of trees; and, hence, it is : 
pis conservancies will Jroposed by His Excellency the Governor to take 
_ * possession of all such lands as are capable of growing 
jungle. One result of this action will be that the lands so mt aya will 
go out of cultivation, and that the people who subsist on their produce will be 
deprived of the means of earning their livelihood. Even if it be true that Gov- 
ernment intends to give other lands in lieu of those which it proposes to take, - oa 
still this is not possible, as every available piece of land has been taken up for 
cultivation. Besides, if any waste lands are offered, it will take years to bring 
them into a condition suitable for sowing operations, and the loss so incurred 
will fall on the persons who have been deprived of them. How farthe people 
are capable of bearing such losses will be apparent from the fact that all natives = ~~ 
are like dried leaves and have no substance left in them. In the opinion of oe 
the Mitra it is by no means certain that rain fall is plentiful where trees are = 
abundant, and that this is evidenced by the rain fall of the present year. More- 
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language used by the English interest of this vast sum, he will not only remain quiet, | 
pepe peed very Bog- at wll gladly surrender his country f the, English 
een cain: The Mitra agrees with the above view, and believes 

that. much benefit will result to both pres by such conduct. At the same 
time this proposal is practically impossible; because if the Amir is unwilling t 

receive an English envoy, how is this suggestions to be communicated to him 
It is the old story where a mouse was to tie a bell round the gat’s neck, but the 
feat could not be aceomplished. This difficulty never seemed to have occurred 
to the writer; but who would find fault with anything which appears in Eng-. 
lish newspapers! English officials are never annoyed at any idea which is 
published in English newspapers; but language ever so little strong in a 
vernacular newspaper is at once stigmatised as seditious writing. If the same 
suggestion had been first made by @ vernacular journal, it would have been at 
once scouted as absurd and ridiculous by English journals and English officials. 
In truth, there is no contending aguinst might. 


~The Arunodaya (12) of the 1st December in discussing the question of the 
expenditure of the Afgan war, says that the Dnydn 
Prakash (3) recommends that all the native associa- 
tions should jointly petition Parliament to the effect 
that the cost of this war mav not be thrown on 
India, inasmuch 4s it is in-every way unconnected with Indian interests, and 
because the people are unable to bear any new burdens in their present state. 
The Arunodaya does not believe that any adyantage will resylt fr this pro- 
ceeding ; because it is perfectly useless to argue where there is no chance of 
being Sh and, besides, the expense of petitioning and telegraphing will 
have been incurred in vain. Various memorials were sent against the license- 
tax, but without suecess. Again, appeals were preferred on account of over- 
assessments; but beyond the pleasure which they enjoyed of paying for the 
stamp and - railway fare, few obtained any redress. Now, if it be true that 
the English rule India because the natives are unable to manage their own 


Thinks that India ought 
to bear the expenses of the 
Afgan war. 


TLUITITITITIV TTIW) 


“ 


jae 


affairs, 1s it not just that any insult yeceived by the former should be consi- Pee 
dered by the latter as given to themselves? It is, therefore, quite clear that Beh 
the expense incurred in avenging sych an insult should be borne by the party 
on whose account the insult was received. It is, however, altogether a differen 
question, if the Dnydn Prakdsh and others should imagine that the natives are 
competent to govern their own country, and that the English have no business 
here, and that they are ynnecessarily creating quarrels with the neighbouring 
States. But so long ag this is not the case, there is no ground for urging that the 
expenses of thiy campaign should be borne by England. Again, since the English 

Government and Parliament are lovers of justice and fair play, it is to be hoped 
that they will deal justice, whether we send petitions or not. Whenever our 
grievances are imaginary they are not at all listened to; and from the fact that 
no attention has as yet been paid to our complaints, it is evident that they 
were not at all well founded. It is, therefore, sheer fully in wasting money in 
bringing forward absurd grievances. 


The same in discussing the question as to the attitude which the natives 

> should observe towards their rulers, says that since 

Observeg, that the native the interests of the governors and the governed are 

: pee ay ee * Pe saserey identical, the present war is as much an affair of the 

: vies i fn crisis,  matiyes as it is of the British Government. Whether 

. the Amir was justified in refusing to receive the 

British envoy, and whether that refusal could be construed into an insult, are 
not fit sybjects for discussion at the present time; but since our rulers deglare __ 

that an insult has heen offered to them, we must accept their declaration; and = 

leaving aside every other consideration, we and the natiye States should help 

them to the utmost. ) | Sucds Bay 

The Nasik Writta (20) of the 30th November, but received on the 3rd - 
ie ts December, jn noticing the death of Mr. Gajdnan 
Withal Jémbhekar, says that he was well known ayer 

the whole Presidency, and was one of those who help- 
ed certain benevolent English gentlemen in subvert- 
ing the Baroda. Réj, It is unnecessary to give hi 

career in detail, nor was he one of those who deserved 
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- be met with in policemen, were found in him in abundance. H 
vicious by nature, yet was capable of performing deeds which rivalled those of 
professedly vicious men. Here the writer states how Mr. Gajdnan was instru 
mental in capturing A’pp4 Saheb Limaye of Nargund, and how this act of 
life led to his future advancement, and contributed to the increase of his fame. 
He was always selected when some difficult business in which natives were 
involved had to be performed,'and was employed in the preliminary investiga. 
tion of the cases which grew out of the Surat riots; but. on this occasion, the 
Nésik Writta ironically observes, he did not attain-the same eriviable eminence 
which was subsequently reached by Mr. Motilal. ‘Mr. Gajénan Withal attained 
the greatest notoriety when Malhdrrdw was deported from Baroda. With the 
exception of his son he had no friends or relations near him on his death-bed, 
and his body had to be carried to the burning ground by hired Bréhmins. The 
only consolation one feels on this occasion is, that he had, at any rate, his son 
near him, who managed every thing connected with his father’s funeral. Such 
was the end of this distinguished man whom death saved from the trouble of 
ruining other native States. (Several newspapers express somewhat similar 
sentiments in milder language). 
The Shiwdji (26) of the 29th November, but received on the 1st December, 
In an article on the commencement of the Afgan war, 
Observes that the present doscribes the different phases of the relations between 
‘otek uson farths'goke: me Got t of India and the Amir of Cabul, and 
entered upon for'the protec- e Government of India and the Amir of Cabul, an 
tion of India, but for avert- remarks that this war is not necessary for the protec- 
ing the consequences of the tion of India, It has been entered upon to avert the 
mistakes made by the lastand Gonsequences of the mistakes which have been com- 
present ministries. “ fa ges 
| mitted by the last and present ministries of England. 
No one can say how many other mistakes of this nature may be made, and how 
often this country will have to suffer for them. When will such calamities 
cease, and when will the natives obtain the management of the affairs of their 
owu country? It is now nearly twenty years since the Government of India 
was transferred from the late East India Company to the crown, but during all 
this time there has been no change for the better in the condition of the people, 
and every day itis becoming worse. This the Shiwdji considers is attribut- 
able to the irresponsibility and the consequent carelessness of our rulers. 


The A’rya. Warta (84) of the 30th November, but received on the 2nd 
} December, in an article on the forest department, says 
Prays Government to relax . that it should be abolished, or, if retained, its scope 
the rules regarding forests, should be kept within due limits. People are every 
particularly in favor of Bhils ‘ : 
vadauitivnkors uh land. where so over-burdened with a variety of taxes, that 
| there is no substance left in them, and that death 
-_ would be preferable to existence. If one were to think of migrating to another | 
country there is no place where to goto. Such being the state of ordinary 
persons, the condition of Bhils is more wretched still. ‘They usually subsist on 
whatever they can obtain from the forests. Besides, Government used to give 
them waste lands on easy terms in order that they may devote themselves 
to cultivation and abstain from thieving. But it does not seem likely that they 
will enjoy these advantages in future, because it is reported that Government 
intends to appropriate all uncultivated lands for the purposes of the forest 
department. If this be so, the A’rya Warta prays that Government will be 
piaees to rescind this resolution, and not to apply to Bhils the rules of the — 
orest department. (The Wasai Samdchdr (38) of the 1st December in an 
article on the same subject, complains that the strict manner in which the rules — 
of the forest department are enforced, especially in that taluka, will cause 
serious inconvenience to cultivators, inasmuch as they will not be able to. 
obtain dry leaves and branches of trees from the forests for burning their fields 
in order to make them fit for raising crops.)  —S ed Pf Die 
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months in the country? Besides, Mr. Caird’s experience in England will not 
help him here, since every thing relating to agriculture in India is so very | 
different from what prevails in England. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 1st December opens with a leader, headed, 
2 ‘The pension rules of the railway,’ in which it is 


Disapproves of the draft 
rules for granting pensions 
and gratuities to the employés 
of the G.I. P. and the B, B. 
and C. I. Railways, prepared 
by a Committee, and recom- 
mends that the pension ruleg 
applicable to Government 
servants should be applied to 


stated that on the 24th October last, a Committee 
composed of some officers of the Great Indian Penin- 


sula and some of Bombay, Baroda and Central India 


Railways, submitted to the Boards of Directors of 
these Companies draft rules for granting pensions and 
gratuities to their servants. In criticising these rules 
the Mitra observes that since there already exists a 


set of well considered rules for granting pensions and 
gratuities to Government servants, it sees no benefit 
in making new rules for the railway subordinates. It might be advanced that 
the railways are private concerns which have a right to treat their servants in 
any manner they like. But this argument fails when it is remembered that 
the servants of these Companies are treated hy law as Government servants 
when they commit offences. Itis but quite fair, therefore, to treat them like 
Government employés in the matter of pensions and gratuities, and the rules 
applicable to the latter should be applied to them. The draft rules submitted 
by the Committee recommend that pensions should be granted to the subordi- 
nates drawing rupees forty and upwards.’ This proposal is an apparent in- 
justice to the native employés, as they form nearly three-fourths of the number 
of the railway servants, and a very large number of them draws salaries below 
rupees forty, Among the subordinates drawing more than forty rupees there 
is a larger number of Europeans than that of the natives ; and, hence, the draft 
rules may not be inaptly considered as framed with a desire to benefit the 
former. Again, there obtains in the railway departments the improper practice 
of not promoting their old servants, and giving the higher posts to European 
outsiders, Persons employed in particular branches of these departments, such 
as goods, collection of tickets, &c., are seen to be working for a long number of 
. years on low salaries. Under these circumstances the native employés of the 
‘railways will have under the proposed rules no chance whatever of earning 
pensions for long service. It is, therefore, desirable that Government should 
interfere in this matter, and compel. the Railway Companies to promote their 
employés according to the length of their service, and to apply to them the 
same rules for pensions and gratuities as are applicable to Government servants 
under which persons drawing salaries of more than ten rupees are considered 
pensionable and enjoy other advantages, 


the railway subordinates. 


The same describes Mr. Guldbdis, the Wakil, the two native Editors, the 


two grain-brokers and the distributer of a charity 
fund,—the six accused in the late Surat trial for incit+ 
ing the late riot in that town,—as loyal subjects of 
Government and the great well wishers of the public . 
who exert for its welfare as far as they gan, and 
observes that Government wanted to transport these — 
persons beyond the seas. Government will notbe rid — 
of the blame which attaches to it in thig matter, 
unless it gets severely punished the persons who 
" . wanted to ruin these good and loyal men. If jt fails — 
to obtain their deserts to these mischief-makers who put Govern ment and the 
Be accused to great expense and were instrumental in getting a bad nametathe = = = 
former in this matter, the people will infer that it (the Government) wishes ta 


Observes that if Govern- 
ment be really just it will get 
punished the slanderers of the 
six accused in the late Surat 
trial for inciting the late. riot 
in that town, and will recover 

from these. calumniators the 

cost incurréd by Government 
as well as the accused in the 
trial, and pay to each his 
seme: 4 cet 
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encourage slanderers and to drive away from the country its inn ocent and loys 
subjects. If it is really just it will not fail to recover from these foul calur 
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tors the expense incurred by itself and the accused in the trial, and pay each 


his share. 
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The same in noticing the death of Raw Béhédur Gajénan Withal, the: well 


Observes that though Gov- 
ernment showed honor to 
late Raw Bahddur Gajanan 
Withal, the well known 
Police Inspector of Ahmeda- 
bad, for his distinguished 
services, the people did not 


known Police Inspector of Ahmedabad, and the pam- 

hlet published by him some time ago recounting his 
important services to Government, observes that the 
natives did not entertain good feelings to the deceased. © 
Though Government had conferred on him a title and 
a jahdgir from the Gdekwddi State for his having 


pleased Government, he had not at the same time 
secured the love of his fellow-countrymen. By his 
own showing he entertained since the lamentable year 
of 1857, a great desire to obtain a jahdgir from Government, which was not 
fulfilled until he had an opportunity to take an active part in the matter of the 
renowned Baroda case of the administration of poison to Colonel Phayre, in 
which Malharraw Gdéekwdd had to make penance, and in some shameful scenes 
enacted in connection with his State after his deposition. This alone is enough 
to furnish a key to the various achievements of the deceased to accomplish his 
object of obtaining a jahdgir. Several native servants of Government resort 
even to unscrupulous means to secure the good graces of their European official 
superiors. However, high officials, fortunately, do not trust every subordinate 
of theirs implicitly, and, consequently, there is not a large number of such un- 
scrupulous native officials. But those who are trusted do not scruple to accom- 
plish even by unscrupulous’ means any work entrusted to them, without 
caring that it would place them in a wrong position as regards the people. 
The Rlaher authorities are ignorant of what goes on among the lower subordi- 
nates. The former discharge some of their duties on the reports made by the 
latter. The people, however, witness the actual scenes enacted before their 
own eyes. And hence a difference arises‘between their opinions and those of 
the authorities, as has happened in the case of the deceased Gajdnan Withal, 
and the former do not at all care for the official whom the Government does 
honor. In addition to the services recounted by the deceased himself, he had 
as his last distinguished work, a hand in the enquiry of the case set up against 
the two native Editors and four others of Surat charging them with having 
incited the late riot in that town. | 


show him respect, and gives 
the causes thereof. 


The same once more asks the question, why is Kdsirdém not prosecuted by 
Government for having incited the late riot in that 
town? It observes that it is ready to believe that the 
local authorities of Surat did not lend their support to 


Once more asks why is not 
Ka4siram prosecuted for hav- 
ing incited the late riot in 


Surat, on his dwn statement 
in the deposition he gave in 
the trial of the two native 
Editors and four others, that 
he did make inflammatory 


the got-up case against the two native Editors and 
four others charged with inciting the late riot, nor did 
they resort to the low act of securing their conviction 
of the accused, after their knowing that the charges 
against the accused were falsely made. Yet the 


speeches to the populace. 
sabe people believed that these authorities had lent their 


countenance to the prosecution, and they (the people) were consequently afraid 
of giving evidence of what they knew about the case, as well as of lending 
moneytary help to the accused; and they still entertain that belief and fear. 
Government may, perhaps, not call for an explanation about this case from these 
authorities. Yet in public opinion they remain accused; and both in their 
official as well as their private character they owe it a duty to themselves to get 
themselves cleared from the accusations. The prosecution of Fakiré Kanséra— 
for inciting the late riot and of him and some other witnesses for perjury in the 
late trial of the two native Editors and four others, which is being now carried 
on by Government, shows that it justly thinks that had these witnesses stated — 
before the committing Magistrate in the late trial what they deposed in the see 
Session Court, Government would not have been put to the heavy expenses of = =—s_— 
the trial, and the accused in it to heavy cost, as well as to great annoyances, $= 
and justl prosecutes the perjurors. But then it is no less the duty of the Surat — 
_ authorities to prosecute the Borah witnesses, the persons who got up the case, — 
4n P 7—12 [con 624] ects Ce sae 
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and who falsely informed tert that the two native Editors and four others had 
incited the riot, and all witnesses ‘who have perjured ‘acinaclvte more or ag rhe in 
that trial. Why have these authorities then not done any of these ' hi ings ? 
Another question is, why do they not prosecute K4sirdm for inciting the late 
riot ? He himself has stated in his stideued § in the Surat trial that in the fe 
and at Nagarshet’s place he incited the people to commit a riot. Ifthe autho- 
rities think that he did nothing of the kind he states in his evidence, they ought 
to find out the cause of his making a slsteitianst condemning himself. Was he 
tutored by any body to make it and accomplish the me of the accused ? 
Whether it is held that he was incited (which has been found not to be case) by 
the two native Editors to incite the people to make a riot, or whether it is held 
that he did it on his own account, he deserves to be prosecuted for inciting the 
riot, Ifon the other hand, it is considered that he did nothing of the kind, he 
does not the less deserve to be punished for perjury. It is to be regretted that 
neither the local authorities nor Government seem to have given any attention 
to these considerations. 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 5th December is highly gratified to find that 
the native subjects and the feudatory princes of India 
' ls glad pdhaen ee te have once more exhibited great loyalty to their Eng- 
ative subjects and princes of ish rulers, and that the same has beta acknowledged 
India towards the British by Her Imperial Majesty ina recent telegraphic Des- 
Government; the acknow- patch to Her Indian Viceroy. After making a brief 
ledgment of the same by Her allusion to the dissensions and wars which prevailed 
tape distodlare by then, among the nati d th 
and the discomfiture by them g the native princes, and the general insecurit 
of Russian intrigue which was Of life and property which existed throughout this 
trying to poison the minds of yast country before the appearance of the Eng lish on 
the valers in regard to the its political stage, the Jame Jamsed geeks of the 
subjects y Hee ine pir 4 the d ew ta it d d 
latter as ected and dis. peace and security to lite and property restore 
loyal, : throughout the empire by the British rule, and of the 
| : great love and fidelity secured by it by its kind and 
just administration. It then observes that notwithstanding the great loyalty 
of the Indian subjects to their foreign rulers, the wily Russia which has incited 
Afganistan to assume a hostile attitude towards this country, has been using 
several means to poison the minds of the British rulers in regard to the natives, 
by representing t the latter through her official and unofficial press as dissatishied 
with and disloyal to their rulers. But the Afgan war has, by the grace of God, 
afforded to the people and the princes to prove once more their unswerving 
loyalty and fealty to their kind and beneficent governors. The princes have. 
unanimously offered their forces and their other resources for service against 
their common enemy the Amir, and the people have been over-joyed at the easy 
successes achieved hy the British arms over the Afgans at the very commence- 
ment of the campaign. It is very gratifying to find that the British Govern- 
ment has accepted and made use of some of these offers, But still more gratify- 
ing, nay highly delightful it is to find that Her Imperial Majesty has informed 
His Excellency the Viceroy that She has been highly pleased with the exhibi- 
tion of loyalty and friendship made by the native princes on this important 
occasion. Russia must now he convinced that there exists a deep and heartfelt 
cordiality hetween the good Indian rulers and their faithful and. loyal subjects, 
and must feel highly chagrined at thig sight, 


The Rést Goftdr (51) of the 1st December praises the Honorable Mr. Gibbs 
for his kind, sweet and polite disposition, and for 
Praises the Honorable Mr. his having freely mixed with the natives with a desire 
eggs ae private iene to make their friendship. These traits of his charac- 
and is glad to see that the ter have endeared him to all classes of the people. 
son of late Sir Kéwasji His acts as a Councillor are not altogether free from 
Jehingir Readymoney has mistake ; but it must not be forgotten that Councillors 
perpen te pent oe have very often to submit themselves completely to 
A agence lage a casos the ow a Me olicy adopted by Government ; "s 
about to make. Bi ss 
among eee with a in the case of the Maik ri gentleman it has so 


: happened t that in his time the imperialism commenced 


which hag considerably curtailed th the independence of = 
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the authorities of the mabeedinate Governments. The time is not yet rived to : d a 


fd 


ae 
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consequence of 


to find that Mr. Jehé 


Complains that the Guja- 
rati paper set at this year’s 
Matriculation Examination of 
the Bombay University was 
as hard as usual on account of 
its containing too many Sans- 
krit words, and suggests that 
the improvement of theformer 
language should be made by 

ing for it both upon 
Sanskrit and Persian. 


notions of the different classes who use that language. It is true that the candi- 
dates should possess a correct knowledge of Gujardti, and that it requires improve- 
ment. The latter object cannot be secured by pressing too many Sanskrit words 
into it. It must be subjected to that process by drafting upon Sanskrit as well 
Persian to make it really correct, full, easy and fertile at the same time. The 
Kiducational and the University authorities ought to adopt this suggestion ;_ and 
when they do so, then alone they will: make it beneficial for the Gujarati speaking 
population to study it in its improved form. * 


The same and the 


Disapproves of the prohi- 


bition made by Government 
to correspondents of the 
Fi, yr newspapers to 
send certain kind of news 
about the Afgan war to their 
employers. — | 


The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 5th December in its usual humorous style 


Observes that insufficient 
and unsuitable feod and very 
hard labor caused last year 
more deaths among the pri- 
soners in jails than those 
which occurred among them 
in previous years. 


fourths of that quantity and some vegetable. Formerly rice was given to them ; 
but now they are fed upon Béjri alone as in the jail at Surat. Most of the 
prisoners being accustomed in their previous life to feed upon wheat and rice, 
the use of Béjri brings on dysentery, and death follows. In addition to bad food 
very hard labor is exacted from them. They, therefore, very naturally die 


in large numbers. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 5th December in noticing the 
tnt Mes Bhan he oe ‘i 
sent ca Meetenmnet by Colonel the Magistrate of the Réjkot station, states that =~ 
BN P.7—12 [con 426] eye ee 


ppraise his excellences and defects as a statesman. But, it may be said of him Be. 
as a friend of the people, that by his departure from here after a short time ie 
there will be a gap in the Bombay Council which becomes the more serious Mo 
is departure taking place so soon after that of the Honorable — 
Mr. Rogers, another friend of the people. The Rédst Goftdr is, however, glad ae 
ngir, the son of the late Sir Kdwasji Jehdngir rags 
money, has carried out the wishes of his deceased father to perpetuate the 
memory of the Honorable Mr. Gibbs, by endowing the sum of rupees two 
thousand in the Bombay University for an annual prize to be given in the 
name of the Honorable Councillor. It is still more happy to learn that the 
princes of Kattywar intend making a movement among themselves for raising 
another memento to the memory of the deserving retiring Councillor. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 1st December also complains that the Gujrati 
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paper set at this year’s Matriculation Examination of 
the Bombay University was a very hardone. Eve 

year the same complaint appears, and yet nothing 1s 
done to remove it. As usual this bagged paper is 
largely mixed up with Sanskrit words and phrases, 
which are difficult to be understood by the candidates, 
particularly by the Parsi ey. This happens in con- 
sequence of the difference of opinion that exists about 
this language among particular persons. But it ought 
not to be so,—it ought to be settled according to the 


Yajén Parast (53) of the same date also disapprove of 
the prohibition made by Government to correspondents 
of the Anglo-Indian newspapers on the North-West 
frontier to send a certain kind of news about the Afgan 
war to their employers. The arguments advanced in 
support of the disapproval are similar to those put 
forth by the Bombay Samdchdr (48) of the 27th Novem- oa 
ber, and noticed more fully in the last weekly ie 
summary. : | - 


observes that the prisoners in jails have taken a liking 
to die. ‘The report on the jails shows that (last year) “ie 
there were more prisoners and more deaths among a 
them than there were in previous years. What can ae 
these unfortunate fellows do? . For their mornin . 
meal they get a bread of a half sher Bajri flour an 

some vegetable each, and for their evening meal three- 


Native States. 


appearance at Nawdnagar of Mr. Dhanjish4, the Extra, 
Assistant Political Agent for the Hélér Prént and 


a 
# 


A SBS 
ee ee 
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Barton, the Political Agent of among the various rumours about his visit, there is one — 
fnandal “consiton “of the that the Political Agent has noticed the financial con- 
State, and condemns thead- ition of this State and the debt incurred by it in 
ministration of Mr. Khérkar consequence of the high salaries paid to its servants, 
on the ground of inexperience and has privately sent the Extra Assistant to make 

1 plore’ _ enquiries into these matters. If this report be true, it 
is certainly a matter for rejoicing that sucha thing has happened. If Mr. 
Khérkar is removed from the Kaérbhdriship on the ground of his inexperience in 
in administrating a State, it will be a great blessing to the ryots of Nawanagar. 
Soon after the assumption of the administration of it he charged several natives 
of the State who were in the service of the J4m, either with peculation or corrup- 
tion, and fined them in heavy sums. He, however, does not even enquire into 
the complaints raised against his own nominees. No enquiry has been made 
regarding the Bébu who stole some books at Baroda. On the other hand, he 
has been promoted to a better-paid post. In conclusion the writer prays 
Colonel Barton to give up the non-interference policy and to pay due attention 
to the political atmosphere of this State. 


A correspondent of the Guzerat Mitra (47) of the Ist December states that 

a theft of property of the value of rupees. two 

States that great injustice thousand recently occurred at Pdlanpur in. the house 
sentencing aa ino Rey of a close friend of Mr. Pitémbarbhdi, the Kérbhéri of 
gon t6 fie and hnavioviinned the Pélanpur State. No traces of the thief were dis- 
for a theft, and also com- covered. Suspicion then fell upon one Mamal, a 
om ppl — haga cousin ba the racic 4a the —_— ve was in ryt 
en ee ment before trial for two months, but no proof was 
cooared Hane Which have ‘found of his having committed the theft. Notwith- 
standing this, the suspected person has been sentenc- 

ed to six months’ imprisonment with hard labor and a fine of rupees fifty ; and 
it has been decided that the owner of the stolen property should get a recom- 
pense of rupees nine hundred. - The people loudly complain against this in- 


justice. Several cases of similar injustice have occurred, but no body takes 
notice of them. 


The Jdéme Jamsed (49) of the 8rd December states that it has been arrang- 
ed to build a new palace at Baroda for the Gdekwdd 
Disapproves of the pro- at a cost of upwards of sixteen lacs of rupees, and 
for lig Bar Mt o_o that the work of making a plan, an estimate, and 
| : uilt : oa 2a ke 
at a cost of upwards of six. Other arrangements about it is entrusted to Major 
teen lacs of rupees, as there Mant, the Architectural Engineer, for a remuneration 
are already two palaces there. of two per cent. on the cost of the building. The 
) writer then asks the following questions :—When there 
are two royal palaces, the one at Makarpurd, and the other at Najarbiég, why 
such a large amount is to be thrown away on a new building? Why should it 
not be used to remove the inconveniences suffered by the people of Baroda 
from an absence of a good supply of water? And why should not a portion of 
it be laid out to remove the dirt and filth collected in that city in spite of the 
municipal arrangements for its sanitation ? | 


G. W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 


Office of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Poona, 10th December 1878. 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 8th December, in an article on the progres: 
ie eof the Afgan war, narrates the various incidents 
Thinks that the call made connected with it since the commencement of hostili- 
ro India for entire cost of tits and says that every one will rejoice at the suecess 
e Afgan war will neces- ) A | ° aie 
sitate the imposition ofa new Of the English army. At the same time the Opinion 
tax which the people are un- is aggrieved at the idea that the whole expenditure 
able to bear. will fall on India. From the previous declarations of 
- the Cabinet it appeared that at least a moiety of the 
expenses would be met from the British Exchequer; but it does not seem likely 
that such will now be the case. The debate which will ensue on the notice 
given by the Under Secretary of State for India, that the cost of the Afgan 
war will come from the Indian revenues, will not be in any way beneficial to 
this country. The ultimate result will be, that after a war of words the burden 
of payment will bethrown onIndia. This would not have caused much anxiety, 
if the people were wealthy ; but since such is not the fact, some new tax will 
have to be devised; and in enforcing its payment the public will have to 
endure greater hardships than it has hitherto done. 


The Dnydn Prakash (3) of the 9th December, in a leader, headed, ‘* Thé 
extraordinary session of Parliament,” gives the sub- 
stance of the Queen’s speech and the debates in 
— of Parliament to saddle Parliament, and states that there ean now be no doubt 
ndia with the cost of the | ‘ : 
Afoan war. whatever that the funds required for carrying on the 
Afgan war will be provided from the resources of India. 
Owing to the new taxes which have been levied within the last twenty years, 
and the occurrence of three or four famines within the same period, the people 
have been reduced to the utmost verge of destitution ; and the Dnyén Prakash 
is unable to conceive what the future will be. Since ill luck is pursuing thé 
natives incessatitly, it is not likely that the minds of our rulers will be changed. 
Before the Famine Commission has had time to devise means to improve the 
condition of the ryots, the country has been visited by this calamity ; and the 
Dnydn Prakash does not know what to say of the wisdom of those who have 
determined upon this measure. Finally, the Dnydn Prakdsh prays to the 
Almighty that He will be pleased so to direct the minds of our rulers that they 
may be induced to alter their present course. 


Laments over the determin- 


The Bodha Sudhdékar (6) of the 4th December, but received on the 8th, 
Praises Mr. Moore. the late i” an article on Mr. Moore, says that his kindness and 
Collector of Satara, for his desire to do justice have been experienced by many. 
administration of that Dis- Most people become arrogant as they advance to 
trios. higher offices; but such is not the case with this 
Tag Some persons imagine that he is a hater of Brahmins ; but this can 
ardly be proved since the most valuable appointments in his gift were con- 
ferred on them. It is more likely that any encouragement which he may have 
offered to persons of lower castes, is owing to the fact that Government con- 
siders that the higher castes have had enough of higher education, and that its 
benefits should now be extended to the lower castes. It is, perhaps, to this end 
that some of his acts were directed. He was zealous in administering relief to 
the famine-stricken people ; and this he did in utter disregard of all eonsider- 
ations of self. It cannot, however, be said that he never did any wrong; but 
if the bulk of the people prospered under his rule, any little harm which may 
have happened can hardly be considered injurivus to the community. He never 
showed any disinclination to hear the cg a of people in private, and ever 


lent a willing ear to petitioners. He was alsoin the habit of visiting villages ou 


of the main road when on tour, and used to ascertain for himself the real con-— 
dition of the people. Upon the whole, many will feel sorrow at the departure of — 
ih transferred to another district. 


this gentleman. It is to be hoped that althoug strict: 
he wil lately 


‘will be pleased to look after the interests of the people over whom he. 


ed 


Complains that numerous 
thefts and robberies have been 
committed in the town of 
Ratnagiri, and attributes the 
evil to the paucity of police 
peons. 


A correspondent of 


the Jagan Mitra (13) of the 9th December states that, 
notwithstanding an increase in the number of police 
stations in Ratnégiri, various thefts and robberies have 
happened of late in that town. The writer considers 
that this state of things is attributable to the paucity 
of police peons, and hopes that the police authorities 
will be good enough to take remedial measures; 


otherwise the inhabitants of that station will not be able to enjoy their sleep 


in peace. 


With reference to the recent Resolution of Government in the Public Works 


Says that instead of dis- 
charging poor laborers em- 
loyed on Public Works, 
Thinineies should be made to 
forego their pay for a couple 


of months. 


Department, the Kalpataru (17) of the 8th December 
observes that this Department is proverbial for its 
extravagance and disorganized condition ; and, hence, 
we should rejoice at the reduction which has been 
made. At the same time it regrets that, in order to 
effect the required saving, it was found necessary to 
dispense with the services of so many poor people, 


particularly when famine is raging in the land. The Kalpataru, therefore, 
suggests that if the Engineers, whose allowances are reckoned by hundreds of 
rupees, were told to forego them for a couple of months, the requisite sum would 
be saved and Government would avoid discontent among the masses. 


~The Dharwar Writta (24) of the 5th December, but received on the 8th, 


Says that the late Gajanan 


Withal was a pet servant of 


Government. 


gives a narrative of the various incidents in the life 
of Mr. Gajdnan Withal Jéimbhekar, and remarks that 
he was the idol of Sir Frank Souter. Whenever any 
difficult business was to be done, Sir Frank always 


employed him ; and Gajdnan invariably succeeded in accomplishing the desired 
ee It may, therefore, be safely said that Government had among its servants 
no greater pet than Gajdnan. By his death Sir Frank Souter has lost his right 


hand. 


The Shiwdji (26) of the 6th December, but received on the 8th, in an 


Wishes that the Indian 
Government would encourage 
the manufactures and com- 
merce of this country by 
every possible means. 


article on the obstacles to the advancement of com- 
merce in India, states, among other things, that 
Indian trade has suffered from the shortsighted policy 
of our rulers. Some companies determined to intro- 
duce machines into India for making fine cloth, and 
with this intention they bought the requisite machi- 


nery ; but in the mean time Government levied a tax on the importation of the 
cotton from which fine cloth is made, and thus an unnecessary check was given 
to the development of commerce. The authorities in England, however, never 
dreamt of affording encouragement to foreign trade at the sacrifice of the 
interests of their own country; but the case is otherwise with our governors 
here. The Shiwdji is unable to say whether it is really their wish to impede 
_ the progress of Indian trade; but the result of some of their-acts undoubtedly 

ree in that direction. It, therefore, behoves all those who wish: for the 
commercial prosperity of India to use their utmost endeavours to eradicate this 
feeling of partiality which characterizes the Government of India. | 


_ The Swadesh Mitra (28) of the 7th December, but received on the 8th, says 
Disanoroves of the diemissal ‘2+ it seems likely that the Afgan war will be injuri- 
“of the lower eubordinates on U8 to the interests of the subordinate officials of the 
account of a reduction in the Various departments of Government. The first blow 
Public Works Department, has fallen on the Public Works Department. All 


and recommends the abolition ; . . ee 
of Menipald appeiitaneats. "2°? works have been stopped, and repairs which are 


whenever areductionis made, 20% ea Te ie ode a fay ~~ ™ gb. a 


continued. 
have been thrown out of employment. Whenever public expenditure is to be 
diminished, Government turns its attention to the lowest paid servants. This 
is not fair. If some highly-paid appointments were abolished, Government 
would be much benefited and the poor would be saved. a fhe Ree weld 
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~The Dnydn Sagar (80) in its issue of the 4th November, and in the four 
Ke _ gubsequent issues, in articles on Cabul affairs, says, 
Finds fault with the present mong other things, that Russia has altogether left 
an doer wep a, off behaving in a straightforward manner. Her 
and makes some suggestions ¢0deavour to approach India through Cabul will hardly 
on the subject. be successful against so powerful a nation as the 
| English, who have been supreme in Europe ever since 
the tenth century. But the system of administration which at present obtains 
in’ India seems to invite this stupendous effort on Russia’s part. The English 
rule has been in every way impoverishing the natives, inasmuch as they are 
not allowed any share. in the Government of the country. Besides, the high 
officials enact laws at their pleasure quite irrespective of the good of the com- 
munity, increase the duty on salt, and impose the license-tax even in the time 
of famine. Again, the legislative councillors instead of attempting to increase 
the wealth of the country, employ themselves in suggesting measures for 
enhancing the stamp-duty ; and instead of thinking how India could be madea 
nation of soldiers, are always on the alert to prevent the people from using the 
arms required to keep their lives and property secure from wild beasts. More- 
over, the duty on the importation of cotton goods into India has been reduced 
with a view to benefit the merchants in England. Again, the spirit of the 
people is checked by various laws if they show any tendency to demand their 
rights, and a few broken field pieces of a native Raja, however loyal, are consi- 
dered dangerous to the peace of Government. The people also are not allowed 
to have any hand in matters regarding the revenue and expenditure of the 
country, however they may be affected by them, and the Government considers 
that its prestige will be lost if the Editors of the vernacular newspapers are 
allowed to point out the faults of the administration and to raise their voice 
against the enactment of unjust laws. Such is the policy of Government which 
seems to have damped the energy of its subjects, Prous what has been stated 
above it must not be concluded that the English rule in India is productive of 
evils only. Ithas also done much good. It has saved the natives from sinking 
into utter ignorance, and has been instrumental in spreading knowledge. It 
has tried to discover the causes ‘which have led to their present degradation, 
and has taught them what should be the object of man in life and his real duty 
in it. It has given them an idea of patriotism and liberty, and of the relations 
which should exist between the governors and the governed. For all ‘these 
blessings the natives are much indebted to the British Government, The 
have always been loyal, and the assistance which the princes of India promised 
to render when England was engaged in settling the affairs of Turkey, is an 
example of their good will towards the British Government. In conclusion, the 
Dnydén Séigar believes that famine has established itself permanently here, and 
that no adequate estimate can be formed of the destitution which prevails; and 
that if to add to all these trials the Russians make a descent on India, then our 
miseries will know no bounds. To avert these calamities and to perpetuate the. 
English rule, the British Government cannot do better than consult the native 
nobility in the management of State affairs, 


Finds fault with the deci- 
sions of Mr. Wiltshire, an 
Assistant Collector in the 
Dharwar District, in certain 
cases. 


of Dewar Hubli for a P 


favor of his son Bal 


“actual experience of the 
desired to go away. 


att a oe fe ce es ye | | 
= ‘Wyankdji declared that he h 


Upon this Mr. Wiltshire at once appoined him without making any investigation 
into the correctness of his statement, and at the same time ignored the fact that 
Bal4ji had actually discharged the duties for the last two years without any 
blame. Bdélaji then appealed to the Collector of the district, and that gentleman 
desired Mr. Wiltshire not to remove the appellant from his post without mak- 
ing some other arrangement for him. Notwithstanding this opinion of Mr. 
Elphinstone, Mr. Wiltshire refused to re-instate Bél4ji or make provision for 
him elsewhere. From this proceeding our readers can easily guess how Mr. 


Wiltshire performs his duties, and what respect he attaches to the opinions of his - 


superiors. The Wértika then refers in detail to the disposal of two appeals 
weed to the license-tax, wherein the petitioners brought forward cogent and 
satisfactory proofs that te were vastly over-assessed ; yet Mr. Wiltshire con- 
firmed the original proceedings and refused to interfere. 


The Sudarshan (39) of the 7th December, but received on the 8th, notes 
that while the ill-treatment of horses is punished, any 
_ Requests the policeof Sho- ¢ryelty practised on bullocks has hitherto been done 
lépur to prevent the cruelties Sith im unity. In justification of this statement, it 
practised on bullocks yoked . : dee 
fo carta and to oilmen’s mills. 18 mentioned that if a horse conveyance (Téng4) is 
found to contain more than four passengers, the fact 
at once attracts the attention of the police; but no notice whatsoever is taken 
of the drivers of bullocks who are to be seen driving heavily loaded carts. 
Indeed, various cases of over-loading have been observed wherein a cart has 
been found to contain two loads. Similarly oilmen have been known to exact 
work from their bullocks even when their necks were bleeding. 


The Guzerat Samdchdr (47) of the 8th December, states that the people of 
. _ the village of Bhaétdé, which is situated on the bank of 
as ar Bhaté. near tHe river Tapti opposite to Surat, severely suffer from 


Surat, suffered from a want 2 insufficient supply of good drinkable water. There 
of good drinkable water, and are three wells and a tank in this village. In the hot 


requests the Local Fund Com- geason the water of the wells becomes saltish. The 
mittee of the district to re- 


move their complaint. 


hot months ; and the villagers have then to go to the 
village of Bhétépur, which is situated three miles off, to bring their daily supply. 
The Mitra, therefore, requests the Local Fund Committee of Surat to adopt the 
necessary means to remove the great inconvenience now suffered. 


The same also requests Government to collect the coin called the Broach 

rupees, and to stop its circulation. It is at present 

_, Prays Government that the solely used in Surat for payment to laborers coming 
Broach rupees may be taken f h soy EE. 

cud oF diewaletiod: rom the surrounding villages, particularly those of 

the Gaekwadi State, and they are subjected to a loss 

on account of discount when exchanging it for Government money. In the 


interests of these poor people, it behoves Government to call in all of this coin 


which may be in circulation. 


The same notices the ever ~<a by Government in its Resolution on the 
Annual Report of the Police of the Northern Division 

lad that G oes r on, 
Bove. ot ape Print sine This remark was to the effect that the police of Kaira, 


conduct of the police who Broach, Surat, Coldba and Ahmedabad was given to 


apes whe oe that they report that a crime which was not traced out: had 
Cae see hcld be taken Ot really occurred at all, or that a false complaint 
that the police is-not-driven had been made, and that an explanation about the 
to the other extreme of bring- same would be obtained hereafter. The Samdchdr 
ing false accusations against observes that it is a very happy circumstance that this 
innocent persons. -__ reprehensible conduct of the police has been. noticed 
by Government. Care, however, must be taken that another evil more serious 


than the above-mentioned one, does not now arise, The police is often unable 


to detect and ste forward real criminals ; and then it accuses innocent persons, 
and brings forward evidence in support of the accusations. This is am 
formidable and dangerous evil than the one noticed by Government, 
Government should be on its guard in the matter. . 
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The same, in a leader, headed, “ An important suggestion to Sir Richard 
ey res Government,” again prays His Excellency to 
call for an explanation from the persons who were the 
cause of all the sufferings which the two native Editors 
and four other gentlemen of Surat endured in conse- 
quence of the false accusation brought against them that. they incited the riot 
which took place in that town. It also prays His Excellency to address to the 
six gentlemen a congratulatory letter stating that Government is glad to find 
that the accusation has been proved false; and to compensate them for the 
ruinous expenses to which they were put in making their defence, either by 
compelling those who conducted the prosecution or those who gave Government 
false information about the accused, to pay the costs, or by making a gift of the 
amount from the Government treasury, or by starting a public subscription list, 
and heading it with a respectable sum. The six accused have been proved to 
be innocent of the false accusation brought against them; and it befits a pater- 
nal Government like the English to do all or any one of the above things in 
justice to innocence, which has been made to suffer so much both in money and 
character. The above prayer asks for nothing new. Under former Govern- 
ments, whenever innocent persons were found to have been injured by false 
accusations, they were presented with a dress of honor. -Again, the Board of 
Directors of the G. I. P. Railway has ordered full compensation to be made to 
Messrs. Dewey and Bedford who were similarly proved to be innocent of the 
false accusations brought against them. , 


_ Again prays Government 
to do full justice to the six 
persons acquitted at Surat. 


With reference to the notice given by the Under Secretary of State for India 
| that he would bring forward a motion to the effect 


Disapproves of the notice 
given by the Under Secretary 
of State in Parliament that 
he would bring forward a 
-motion that the expenses of 
the Afgan war should be made 
chargeable to the Indian re- 
venues; and advises India to 
support the motion which 
Professor Fawcett is to make 
in condemnation of the pro- 


that the expenses of the Afgan war should be charged | 
to the revenues of India, the Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 

7th December, but received on the 9th, observes that 
this eg will gladden the hearts of the English 
people; but will have a contrary effect on the minds | 
of the people of India. The thoughtful portion of the 
people here feared that India would have to pay the 
expenses of the war, as the trade of England was very 


dull and consequently any proposal of the ministry to 
increase the old taxes or to impose a new one would 
meet with opposition. But the Cabinet saw that 
India was bent under the load of heavy taxation, and unable to bear any more 
burdens, that the Indian Government had imposed the new license-tax with 
great difficulty, and that it was quite improper to impose an income or any 
other tax; and for these reasons it announced that India would not be made to 
bear the entire burden. This news had brought some consolation to the people 
of this country ; and they were rejoiced to hear of Sir Samuel Brown’s passing 
Daka and marching upon Jallélabdd, and of the capture of Peiwar by the Bri- 
tish forces after a hard contest with the enemy, While in this happy condition 
of mind the natives must feel very surry to hear of the motion which the 
Under Secretary proposes to make. It ought to be remembered that war with 
Afganistan has been declared not on account of India but of England. 
It hae been undertaken to break down the Russian influence in Central Asia, to 


position in question. 


put a stop to her chicaneries and to maintain the su remacy of England in the 


ast. For these reasons England ought to defray the expenses of the war. Mr. 
Fawcett has given notice of opposing the motion in question, but as the minis- 
try has a large majority in both houses of Parliament, there is no likelihood of 
his opposition meeting with success. India has very frequently complained 
about her non-representation in Parliament and of her consequent sufferings ; but — 
her complaint has as yet remained unattended to. Under these circumstances — 
it behoves the people of India to petition Parliament. But it does not seem — 
likely that this suggestion will be attended to, and Parliament will of course 
adopt the Under Secretary’s motion. (The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the same — 
date, and the rf ae arast (53) of the 8th December, and the Bombay 
Samdchdr (48) of the 10th express similar sentiments), | 
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ce a ee ee change the i sa it wa = oe of the proniiet 
le dep sPabya ss eo age bag ecg gan war. It repeats that the English ministry has 
be 3 pedishy sn Rey PP teen commenced hostilities with Afganistan with the object 
war; but it would not be Of disconcerting Russia in her intrigues in Asia and 
wrong for herto paya portion Afganistan. In truth, England is carrying on war 
of it, Also suggests the means not against Afganistan but against Russia herself. 
by which to meet the demand Thie fac S intniad h . : te ah, ae eee 
without imposing a new tax. joined to the promise given by the muinisti 
and to the undoubtéd financial difficulties of India, 
and her inability to bear any new tax, makes it evident that England and not 
India should pay the cost. If it be advanced and admitted that this war has 
been made for the future welfare of India, the admission will make it fair for 
this country to pay a portion of its expenses but not the whole. If notwith- 
standing this, England determines that India should pay the entire cost, the 
Jdéme Jamsed hopes that Lord Lytton than whom no one has more experience 
of the impoverished condition of the country will not fail to make a protest 
against this unjust demand. The notice of the motion given by the Under 
Secretary leads one to infer that, if not the whole, at least a very large portion 
of the expenses will be charged to the Indian revenues. Under these circum- 
stances it behoves the Viceroy to make such arrangements as will prevent the 
necessity of the imposition of a new tax which the people are unable to bear. 
Some persons consider that this demand may well be met by making reductions 
in the current expenses of the empire. But this proposal seems impracticable. 
The war will cost about three krores of rupees ; and even if half the amount is 
charged to India, it could not be met in the manner suggested. The Jdéme 
Jamsed then recommends that the proceeds of the newly imposed license-tax 
and the savings to be effected by the stopping of extraordinary public works 
should be devoted to this purpose. The people devoutly pray that no new tax 
may be levied, and would gladly meet the demand in question by this or any 
other means which would avoid the necessity of a new impost. After pennin 
the above remarks, the Jame Jamsed saw the telegram from London of the ath 


instant, in which the Chancellor of the Exchequer is said to have stated that the. 


whole cost of the war would not be charged to India. This news gives satisfac- 
tion to the Jéme Jamsed, which observes that the cost already undergone on 
account of the war is not much, and if hostilities are soon over, the total cost 
will not exceed two krores of rupees. If this turns out to be the case it will 
not be very difficult for India to pay her share. : 


The same of the 12th December, ‘asks the question ‘Shall we have to 

___- yncur more expense for extending our frontier in the 

Observes that India will direction of Afganistan 1” and answers this question 
not have tospend more foran . : “pie : . 

army on the newly acquired 10 the negative. Itis scarcely a fortnight since war 


frontier in Afganistan; on was declared with Afganistan and the object has been 


the contrary there is a pro- nearly gained. The range of mountains from Jalla.- 
es that areductioncould J¢b4d to the plains of Pishin has come into our hands, 
e in the existing forces. , . : 

| and their possession has put into our custody the 
roads and the difficult mountain passes leading into India. Our frontier was 
already strong, and by its extension to the mountains it has been made doubly 
so. Hence no fear need be entertained any longer of an enemy invading India 
from that side; and if any foe were foolish enough to make any such attempt, 
he could be easily defeated beyond the frontier. England has more concern 


with this war than India, as it has been undertaken to break down the great . 


influence possessed by Russia in Central Asia. Hence England ought to pay 
at least a portion of the expenses, if not the whole. Yet the whole cost of it is 
thrown upon the shoulders of India. It speaks well for the credit of this 


country that she has been able to pay the cost of the war without the imposition 
of a new tax, since the expenses already incurred will be met from. the surplus — 
of a krore and a half rupees from this year’s revenue and further expenditure — 


will be defrayed by stopping the execution of extraordinary public works and 
by observing economy in all departments, Though “India 


made to pay the entire cost of the war, there is no doubt that she now enjoys 
complete security from an invasion from the north-west frontier. Some persons, 


however, say that on acount of the extension of the frontier, India will have to 
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The same of the 9th December resumes consideration of the proposal to ) 


has been unjustly 
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spend yearly a —. sum. ‘This is true. But she ought not to grudge this - 
expense as she will derive great benefit from the extension of frontier. She - 
ull be more than re-paid by the security and Deepal which she willnow, 
enjoy. But really no extra expenditure need be incurred for the occupation * 
of the new acquisition. There is no probability of the army being increased. 
Qn the other hand, there is a likelihood of its being decreased after a short 
time. After posting a large force on the new frontier, there will be no need 
of locating a large army in India itself, as her people are highly loyal and aoe 
peace reigns throughout her length:and breadth. Moreover, none ofher native = © 
princes are so strong and disloyal as to give the paramount power cause for ao 
uneasiness. ‘I'he armies they possess are as chat before the well-trained and | 
brave British forces. If notwithstanding this, it is considered desirable to 
lessen the armies of the native princes, they will willingly submit to the wishes 
of the paramount power. 


The Akhbdve Sowdagar (50) of the 12th December in referring to the recent 
Witeks ‘thik the eepenen 2° made in Parliament by ‘the second of State — 
of tan: aes elas Aloasieien for India to the effect, that the Amir of Cabul possesses 
will be very large, and henee the key of the roads leading into India, and that if he 
considers it desirable that would not remain on friendly terms with the British 
oe should at once pray Government, the latter must take it from him, observes 
ngland not to throw any h ape “8 
portion of the cost upon her. ‘hat the British authorities have resolved to conquer 
Cabul and keep it as well. This resolution shows 4% 
‘that there is little probability of the war coming to an end soon. The British ~ Mg 
forcesare yet ata good distance from Cabul and snow falls in Afganistan from 2 
the middle of December till April, and hence they cannot mareh upon that city 
until the cold season is over. ‘The estimate of the war expenses for the current 
year amounts to a krore and a quarter, and if the campaign is carried on after 
the commencement of summer, India will have to provide for a greater expen- 
diture for this expedition as well as for holding the country when conquered. 
Hence it would be well to pray England at once not to throw even any portion 
of the charge on this country. 


The same of the 13th December observes that it is difficult to understand 
how Lord Cranbrook has shown that the Indian trea- 
Cannot see how the money sury would contain a balance of fifty lacs of rupees 
in the Indian treasury which after the payment ofa krore and a quarter for the ex- 
has been purposely reserved henses of the Afgan war. The treasury was empty 
for alleviating distress caused ; : , 
by frequently. recurring fa- and to refill it to some extent, the Government of India 
mines can be appropriated for increased the duty on salt and imposed the disagree- 
the Afgan war. Also observes able license-tax. When this was done, Government 
ne aobone Bap. a 1 be ©4gave an explicit promise that the proceeds of the 
able to bear a new impost for /icense-tax would not be applied to any other purpose 
re-placing the money spent than to mitigate the distress caused by frequently 
upon the war. recurring famines. Now it is not right to take a 
portion of this money for the expenses of the Afgan 
war, and to call the remainder a balance, since if this is allowed, there will be no i 
reserve fund for lessening the severity of the famines. If it be said that it is pac 
intended to levy a new tax next year and thereby to refund the money now Me 
taken for the war, the amount now drawn from the treasury is a simple loan and 
is by no means a balance after satisfying all demands of the State expenditure. : 
The Sowddgar then tries to show that the Afgan war is an offshoot of the Russo- ed 
Turkish war, and that the English Government has entered on it to recover in = 
Asia the influence which it lost in Europe in connection with the Turkish ques- 
tion, and observes that the people of India are too poor to pay for this aggran- 
dizement of England. They are already smarting under the levy of the license- 
tax for this year ; and to impose any new taxes is simply to defer the time of | 
India’s re-gaining her lost prosperity. | 


The Rdst Goftdr (51) of the 8th December opens with a leader, headed, ; ee 

7 _ “Yndia in asad plight,” bitterly lamenting over the —_ 
eer 2 oe Uy a notice given by the Under Secretary of State for India — aa 
Secretasy of State for India that he would bring forward a motion that ‘the 


that the expenses of the expenses of the Afgan war should be chargeable to te “ : 3 
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Afgan war would be charge- the Indian revenues. The war has up to this time 
able to the Indian revenues lready cost a krore of rupees, and, considering the 
and exhorts India to pray Bi ent aig Ost ae, 
England to exempt her from Xpenses of the first Afgan war of 1840, it is not wrong 
this heavy burden. to say that the present hostilities will cost five krores 
. ) more. Now, whence can poor, insolvent, and famine- 
stricken India pay this large amount ? How can such a heavy burden be borne 
by a onney which suffered frem four dreadful famines during the last ten 
years ; which had to meet the expenditure of sixteen krores of rupees on account 
of these calamities ; whose public debt has in a single decade increased from 
ninety-four krores to two hundred and thirty-four ; which met with a deficit of 
three krores of rupees in her current expenses within three years; which, though 
ten times more extensive than England, could produce from the income-tax only 
any lacs of rupees whereas England could raise from the same tax five krores ; 


and which had to suffer from a famine only last year. It is true that Professor 


Fawcett, the staunch advocate of India, gave notice of a motion condemning the | 


proposition put forth by the Under Secretary of State. But the ministerial 
party in Parliament is very strong, and consequently little hope can be founded 
upon the Professor’s advocacy. India depends solely on Parliament for obtain- 
ing justice. But Parliament has become a puppet in the hands of the ministry, 
and hence when the latter has resolved to charge India with the war expenses 
there is no hope and she must pay them. However, there is time for her to 
pray to England for justice ; for Her kind and merciful Imperial Majesty the 
Queen to intercede and prevent this country from going to ruin; and for 
England whose mercy meds a charitable gift of three quarters of a krore on the 
occasion of the last famine to preserve her own good name intact. 


The same in the next leader on the same subject expresses gratification at 
finding that Professor Fawcett’s advocacy will be 
__Remarks that by Section supported by Mr. Gladstone and Lords Lawrence and 
= of the Indian Act of 1858, Northbrook. The dst Goftdér states the charge 
e cost of the present Afgan b | : : mis 
war ought not to be made Drought by these noblemen ‘against the ministry for 
chargeable to the Indian having violated clause 55 of the Indian Act of 1858. 
revenues. It is there laid down that the Indian revenues are not 
? | to be charged, without the sanction of both Houses of 
Parliament, with the expenses of any military operations beyond the frontiers 
of India, unless such operations are for stopping and pushing back any real 
invasion of India or for any sudden and emergent exigency. Professor Fawcett 
has explained to his constituents of Bethnal Green the bearing of this clause on 
the present question. He stated that the war was not declared and commenced 
with the sanction either of the India Council or of Parliament. The Rast Goftar 
then remarks that the late Lord Derby when introducing this measure into the 
House of Lords observed that clause 55 was framed not to increase the power 
of Her Majesty to carry on wars, but with the sole object of protecting the 
Indian revenues. Lord Stanley, the then Secretary of State for India, when 
introducing the same Act into the House of Commons also stated in plain words 
that the object of this clause was to exempt the Indian revenues from the cost 
of a war with Afganistan. After quoting the very words of His Lordship, the 
Rést Goftdr remarks that the Lord Stanley of that time is now Lord Derby, and 
that he belongs to the same party as the present ministry which has come 
forward to use that very clause for demanding from India the cost of the 


present war. What can be said of this behaviour? India must now claim 


exemption not as a matter of grace but as of right under the above clause.’ 


The same of the 8th December is displeased to find that not a single 


was invited to take a part in the 
th alip ta teh thet. 20 native gentleman was invited p 
ra ae pee oft adn for the annual -inspection of the harbour of Bombay. 


cruise made by the Port Trus- The trip is made at the cost of the State, and there is, 


tees for the annual inspection therefore, no reason whatever why a few respectable — 
of Romie eareer - native gentlemen should not’ be asked to oi the 
leasure party. The Europeans are gradually widening the gulf which exists _ 
tween them and the natives, and this is injurious not only to social but also — 
to political interests. It seems that there is no other ground for the ex 


1 


of the natives except selfish considerations on the part of Europeans. 
5np14—12 [con 636] - ere me oe he 


Ty See ey 


cruise which the Port Trustees made a few days ago 
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teats, 


11 


Shapurji Bengéli which the Home authorities have 


Approves of the draft of recommended to the Government of India, and to the 
a fanboy. Jan P visit paid by Sir Richard Temple last week to several — 


a Dig ion ghitigted: : (e oho factories in Bombay, observes that the cotton mills do 
Home authorities to the Gov. 0t require any other check but a reduction in the 
ernment of India. drudgery which the mill operatives are made to go 

through like beasts of burden. A reduction in the 
number of hours they are made to work would bea merciful act which will 
obtain the heartfelt gratitude of these unfortunate men, At present the males 
work for about thirteen hours per day, and the women and children for about 
twelve, and it is desirable that some reduction should be made in the number of 


the working hours. 


The Rast Goftdr (51), the Loka Mitra (55), and the A’rya Mitra (54) of the 
8th December, and the Jame Jamsed (49) of the 10th 
Notice the Minute of His idem, notice the elaborate Minute of His Excellency 


Excellency the Governor on the Governor on a college at Poona and classes in 


Pecan a gppeontnage gi some of the high schools for the teaching of scientific 


of the high schools; highly agriculture. After giving a brief account of the details 
praises His Excellency for mentioned in His Excellency’s proposal, they once 
giving attention to this im- more describe at some length the great importance of 
portant matter, andanriously . ; ; : ya 
awaits the earrying out of improving the agriculture of this country, which is 
the project. backward as compared with the progress made by the 
_ eivilized countries of Europe and America. They 
highly praise His Excellency for the great anxiety which he has shown in the 
material welfare of the people of this Presidency, and for his desire to impart to 


them a practical education in the improved modes of agriculture ; and anxiously 
await the accomplishment of the project sketched by His Excellency. 


The Yajddén Parast (53) of the 8th December is concerned to hear that the 
Government of India is about to enact a factory law 
_ Disapproves of the alleged for the mills of Bombay. In 1875 a Commission was 
intention of the Government appointed at the desire of Lord Salisbury to inquire 
of India to enact a factory . f wad “ 
law for the mills of Bombay. to the amount of wages receive by the mill- 
operatives, the number of hours they worked, their 
general condition, whether the children who worked in the mills received an 


education, and other cognate matters, The Commissioners reported that the 


condition of the workmen was so satisfactory that there was no need of a Factory 


Act. Yet the mill-owners of Manchester have, after great use of interest, 
succeeded in getting the Government of India to undertake the enactment of a 
law which would nip in the bud the rising cotton industries of Bombay. A 
copy of the draft Act has been sent to the Bombay Government ; and in order to 
enable him to suggest appropriate changes in it, Sir Richard Temple paid a 
visit to the mills in Bombay a few days ago. There is, however, no need of 
this Act so long as the mill-owners’ conduct in regard to their workmen is not 
faulty, But since it is to be enacted simply to please the Manchester mill- 
owners, it behoves Bombay to send in a protest opposing the measure. | 


The same highly praises His Excellency the Governor for his incessant 
_... movements for the benefit of the public, His body 
Praises His Excellency Sir seems to be made of steel. He does not mind being 


Richard Temple for inces- in the sun and can stand the cold. To him the hot 


tly ing a | age ag : ‘ | 
cece at. et pag es and the cold seasons are the same, and he is so strongly 


of public good, built as not to know what fatigue is. The time which 
| his predecessors spent either in Mahableshwar or in 
nag : 
he Parast 


the spinning and weaving mil 


Vee 


“The same in alluding to the draft of a Factory Act made by Mr. Sordbji 


* 


‘States that Mr. Summers 
of the Revenue Survey De- 
partment, who was encamped 
near Deesa, is in very serious 
difficulties in consequence of 
pee dispute with the villagers, 


The Kdside Mumbar 


Observes that the Afgans 
will now fight with more 
vigor than they have shown 
hitherto, as the Bakri Id has 
passed, before which it is 
iniquitous to make use of the 
sword according to the 
Mahomedan religion. Also 
says that a telegram from 
Kurrachee states that the 
Turcomans are ready to co- 
operate with the British 
against the Russians and the 
Afgans, but that the Jawaeb 
newspaper of Constantinople 
says that they have willingly 
entered the service of the 
Amir in large numbers, 


the truth of the telegraphic news received from Kurrachee, and makes it doubt- Res 
ful which of the two reports is to be believed. : t 


The Jdéme Jamsed (49) of the 9th December complains that the butchers of eS : . : 


Complains that the butchers 
of Bombay combine and raise 
the price of meat on big 
Mahomedan holidays, and 
suggests a remedy to break 
down the.combination. . 


of them expose meat for sale. On these days the price is increased, and the © = ~ 
large profit earned by a few shop-keepers is spent for the benefit of those who a 
had closed their shops and taken a part in the festivities of the holidays.’ Such = 
combinations have often been made for a long time past. 
deal of distress particularly on the poor who use flesh. 
Municipal Commissioner and the Bazar Master to adopt measures to break down oe 
The Jéme Jamsed then suggests aremedy. A condition = § 9 

agreement made with the butchers when giving them == 
they will not close their shops on holidays; that they 


this combination. 


should be entered in the 
stalls in the market, that 
will not bring to market on holidays a smaller 


~The Deshi Mitra (56) of the 12th December 
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arrows, burnt his tent, killed some of his men and did — 
some other mischief: Mr. Summers is suffering mu¢h = 9 
from the difficulties into which he has beenthrown by © = = % 
this affair. : 0 te 
(65) of the 6th December, but received on the 8th, 
states that according to rumours prevailingin Bombay, © ~ 
the Afgans will soon commence to fight with more = = <== 
vigor than they have hitherto exhibited. Thereisa © = % 
religious precept that before the prayers on the day ae 
of the Bakri Id are said, it is iniquitous to make use 
of the sword, That day was yesterday;and hence 
it seems that henceforward the war will gu onwith «+ | 
more vigor. A telegram received from Kurrachee © = 
yoneres _ says that Major Butler has returned from . © * 
is travels into Turkestan, and brought news thatthe © 
Turcomans are ready to co-operate with the British = ~~ | 
in attacking the Russians and Afgans. But the oe 
Jawaeb newspaper of Constantinople says that the  «.._—™ 
Turcomans have willingly entered into the service of . 


the Amir in large numbers. This raises a doubt about as wy % 


Municipalities. ee 


Bombay form a combination among themselves and 
raise the price of meat on certain days the year. 
Most of the butchers are Mahomedans, there being 
only a few Hindus among them, and consequently the 
latter have to submit themselves to the wishes of the 
former. Whenever there are big Mahomedan holidays, 
most of the butchers close their shops, and only a few 


eh * 


They inflict a great 
It, therefore behovesthe ~~ = ° | 


quantity of meat than that 


brought on ordinary days; and that if these conditions are broken, any persons = : 


bringing meat to market on the holidays will be allowed to sell it and use the ~_ 
empty stalls free of charge. 9 
The Satya Mitra (68) of the 8th December disapproves of thesanction given = 


Disapproves of the sanc- 
tion given by the Town 
Counc - arma for pur- 
by ios citi steps and nae 
seats of the houses situated 
in Church Gate street. 


by the Town Council of Bombay for laying outten 
thousand rupees on the purchase of the groundoceu- ss | 
pied lay the stone steps and raised seats in front ofthe 


expenditure will bé a simple waste of money. ‘The 
ing the appeara 
urpose. 
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| The Nydya Prakash (67) of the 9th December has heard that the toll isnot = ~ 
le ad that the toll properly levied on certain kiuds of vehicles passing 

on the Hope Bridge at Surat OVer the Hope Bridge at Surat; and that owing to the © 

is not properly levied on cer- Same being collected departmentally, a loss hasbeen = 
tain kinds of vehicles and that inflicted on the Municipality. The writer heremen- = 
a loss has been aero onthe tions some instances in which smaller fees have been 
Municipality of that town, charged than the rules warrant; and requests the 9 


d ests the Co ration ” . . ee 3 ee 
ri i into this se Corporation to enquire into the matter. ee 


Native States. s ba ae 
The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 8th December observes that the large amount 
of sixteen lacs of rupees proposed to be spent upon a 
Mentions several useful new palace for the young Gaekwdd, may be laid out - 
works much needed by the to better purpose, if it is expended upon works required — 
Gaekwadi ryots, onwhichthe for the happiness and prosperity of the Gaekwédi 
sixteen lacs of rupees, pro- 1] y ] t f the § 
posed to be spent upona new ‘Tyots. Several large and populous towns of the State 
palace, may be better laid out, are in sad want of educational institutions. For ins. 
tance, an Anglo-Vernacular School is much needed at 
Bilimoré. There is, besides, not a little need of improving the harbours of this 
town and of Nawsdri. Gandewi and Bilimord very much require made roads <e 
and sanitary reforms. Intercommunication between numerous villagesisalso 98 => 
| required, and the want of bridges and culverts on several existing roads is very = =~ 
ee much felt, If Sir T. Madhawraw spends the sixteen lacs which he is said to ge 
: have set apart for the new palace on the above-mentioned improvements, he will . — 
earn the gratitude of the long neglected Gaekwadi ryots. 


The A’rya Mitra (54) of the 8th December asks why so much complaint is a 
raised against the administration of the Bhaunagar -= ~~ 
Asks and at the same time §tate P and answers the question by making the follow- 


maak ae oe we Ba ing observations. The well-known Diwan of the State, ; 
against the sdininisiveiion of Mr. Gaurishankar Udeshankar, has become old and 


the Bhaunagar State ? appears not to pay the same attention to the adminis- 

tration as he aid ) Bt . Power has passed into the 
hands of the young Chief who is surrounded by schictoizis persons. Heisonly a ae 
nominal ruler. The real administrator is Mr. Shdmalbhdi in whose hands he is, a 
according to popular rumour, a mere puppet. He (the Chief) is ever surrounded | ee 
and watched, and no one can see him in private, and even his personal attendants 
cannot do so. Under such circumstances it is no wonder that the K4rbhdri can 
ruin any one he likes, The sufferers béing unable to obtain redress from the 
Darbar, carry their complaints to the European authorities. Most of the peti- 
tioners raise complaints against the conduct of Mr. Shédmalbhai. Meman Gimé Seo 
Sakur is a merchant and possesses a large estate in this State, It is really a a“ 
pitiful sight to see his estate being gradually ruined. From this it is easy to oe 
imagine how poorer men fare. In conclusion the Mitra hopes that the young 
Thékor will soon awake to the miseries of his subjects and take measures to 
remove them. 


The Guzerat aoe! (66) of the x See she teensy but oe onthe9th |. 

ecember, severely censures Sir T. Maédhawrdwfornot 

Dinie 0 Cae for nat paying the debts due to certain jewellers fromthe | 

satisfying the claims of some Géekwddi State. Some years ago certain jewelleryand = _—~ 
we ee me Ghrrai zich clothes were purchased by the former Géekwid 

BOOS ASHLEE LELEE NOON Frorg, some.jewellers on credit. The dealers asked the — 

Diwan to pay them, but they were told to take back their goods. _They could, 

not do this without suffering great losses. Their claims are still unsatisf 

and in consequence of this some of them have become insolvent. The Sa 

tells the Diwan that his reply is unjust, and requests him to pay them at 
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Politics and the Public Administration. 


The Indu Prakash (1) of the 16th December, in discussing the question of ° 


} the cost of the Afghan wag, says that the Times of India 
Makes observations on the considers that if this war ultimately leads to the im- 
payment of the cost of the provement of the Indian administration and the re- 
ghan war from the Indian . ° meats | 
pee. enh uction of the overgrown public expenditure, the 
money expended will have been well spent and no 
one will grudge it. Inthis opinion the Indu Prakdsh coincides; but, at the 
same time, believes that there is little or no chance of these expectations being 
realised. According to our poor understanding, says the Indu Prakdsh, this 
war will in no way benefit India, but will, on the contrary, inflict much injury 
on it. It is not necessary to look deep to find out reasons for such an opinion. 


Ever since the publication of the Queen’s proclamation, every one imagined | 


that England and India would be more closely drawn together, that the burden 
of taxation on the latter would decrease, and that the rights of which the natives 
were deprived would be gradually restored to them. But none of these hopes 
have been fulfilled. How many promises, solemnly made by Government, 
have been carried out? Still the natives did not lose heart. 
that, sooner or later, our rulers would not allow their promises to remain unful- 
filled. An opportunity for testing this, however, soon occurred. Inthe famine 
of 1877 the rulers of India were roused to a sense of sympathy with their 
subjects, and immediately a flood of minutes was poured in upon the public, in 
which Government spoke of improving the condition of the people, diminishing 
their taxation, lightening the assessment on land, and giving higher appoint- 
ments to the natives. The public in England evinced sympathy on the same 
occasion, and we, therefore, thought that there was now a fair chance of our 
expectations being realised and our grievances being redressed. But has there 
been an tota of change in the system of administration? Has the public ex- 
penditure been diminished ? Has the practice ceased of creating highly-paid 
appointments for Europeans? Leaving, however, all these considerations aside, 
has the burden of taxation been lightened by ever so little? Have the home 
charges been decreased .? Now it is true that a Famine Commission is at present 
sitting, which will indicate the steps which should be taken to ameliorate the 
condition of the masses; hut since Government has desired it to make an in- 
dependent investigation without placing any reliance on reports made on similar 
occasions in times past, it does not seem likely that any palpable good will 
result from it. Now-a-days new enactments, each more rigorous than the pre- 
ceding, are being daily issued from the legislative mill, and these, instead of 
conferring new privileges on the people, are calculated to take away those which 
they have hitherto enjoyed, without in the slightest degree diminishing the 
poverty of the country. 


The Native Opinion (2) of the 15th December, in discussing the question of 
have thed the Seer olectah the cost of the Afghan war, says, among other things, 
that the Conservative party is at present ruling in 
England, and that its continuance in power depends 
entirely on the favor of the English nation, Now the 
Cabinet, which belongs to the same party, has no 
authority whatever to impose new taxes without the consent of 
Commons, and any ministry which is instrumental in increasing taxation is 
syre to hecome unpopular with that assembly, and, consequently, with the people 


sion from office led the 
ministry to exempt England 
from the expenses of the 
Afghan war. | 


whom it represents. Hence, as a general rule, ministers are most unwilling to 
bring forward measures for levying new imposts except for grave and serious __ 

: ) m expense on England, — 
additional taxation would have been rendered necessary, and such a proceeding  — 
present ministers from office; anditis = «= = | 
The Dnydn Prakash (8) of the 19th December, in an article on theexpenses i 


reasons. If it had heen ‘determined to throw the who 


would haye led to the expulsion of the 
to ria this consequence that they made up their minds to 
on India, € ve 3 | | 


\ : 
\ 
% = 


of the Afghan war, considers that 


brows on India, “~, aequiring gome portion of Afghanistan. The Enghsh = = 


nation ig notorious for its gre 
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daritory. "Whether such @ spirit is good 
aoe on with the 


or bad is not for us to d 


favorable or unfavorable, on the acquisition of new territory 
Government ; but they have a perfect right to : 
attempted to throw the coston them. The Dnydn Prakdsh finally prays that 
God may be pleased so to direct the minds of our rulers that they may act 
rightly in this matter. | a 

The Suryodaya (4) of the 16th December, in diseussing the question of 


if the Afghan war, says that if it be argued that the cost 
Observes that Englandand of this war should be paid out of the Indian revenues, 


7 the ex- é a 
‘aaa 0 pra war, because it has been undertaken for the protection of 


India, it can also be said that as the war is required 
by the necessities of England, the cost should be met from the English Ex-. 
chequer. In the first place England derives incalculable benefit from the 
possession of India. Innumerable Englishmen make large fortunes in this 
country, and the Secretary of State draws bills to the extent of twenty krores 
of rupees. Merchants and bankers, moreover, carry away large sums as profits ; 
and it may be safely said that oo depends upon India for the support of 
her vast population. These considerations show that England is bound to defend 
India both with money and men. 


The Arunodaya (12) of the 15th December refers to the recent Resolution 

: of Government to establish classes for teaching seien- 

Says that the agriculture tifie agriculture, and says thatthe desire which His 

of this Presidency will not be Fixcellency the Governor has evinced for improving 
improved by the establish- th ‘Ba, Pe Rack Peosid : 

ment of agriculture schools 6 agriculture of the bombay [residency 1s very 

unless the permanent settle. laudable. At the same time the Arunodaya has 


ment is introduced. doubts of the ultimate success of the plan, and believes 


that students educated in English schools will not 


have inelination or strength for the work of kunbis. Nor is there any likelihood 
of rich landlords employing such men to superintend their estates, and as a 
matter of fact no landlords like those of Bengal exist here. Besides, the owners 
of land lack capital; and if any one is enterprising enough to endeavour to 
improve the quality of his land by the expenditure of borrowed capital, he 
finds that he is by no means certain to enjoy the fruit of his labour, on aecount 
of the enhancentent of rent at the Wiahodteat’ settlements. Hence it:is recom- 
mended that Government should sanction the introduction of a permanent 
settlement in the Bombay Presidency similar to the one which exists in Lower 
Bengal. It is only then that this imposing plan will have any. beneficial effect. 
(Several other newspapers notice the Resolution in question, and state that His 
Excellency the Governor deserves great praise for his attempt to improve the 
agriculture of the Bombay Presidency.) ) 


~The Nasik Writta (20) of the 14th December, but received on the 18th, in a 
communicated article on ‘“ The King and his Sub- 


Pg ak nc —, on jects, ” says, among other thin gs, that when the Eduea- 


schools increased, and scholars received every encouragement, We now have a 


| 
. 


highly paid Director of Public Instruction. The result is that fees have been 


to pay ( 
the present discontent. The a 
openly 


: 
. 
: ? ’ ( 
> rt - 
% 5 ia é . a nl 


4 


2nP21—12 [con 642) 


so . 


ee 


: ¢ af ary” e: it * ; Ris é ‘ me BY 
Thea tighly a eee hy ¢ sy ‘ re 3 Tyee Bo he Es hee per ee OY Nem, oe 
ap Wee fore : RC ieee a ee 
ed oak Psy 
Fa) } ; 
Sacs cai, pated as 

: mS ad 

a” . J 


* = 
rma air. Cars 5 a ye ee A NS 
RRS on Jj Ee, Aan Ree Sena VE pee 
Cie Ahad ip a p ae ¥s Shes * 
O97 AR Cat. os POF Ny) ee 
SS me Phe me oe y. 


| party concerned to determine whether such conductisright 
or wrong. But it is certainly unjust for any nation to throw the costofits 
wars upon others. The natives have no right whatever to express an opinion, _ 
by the English 
k out their minds when it is 
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the volunteer corps movement. European officials are unwilling to tolerate 
natives, and all their acts are directed to saving money. The moment they 
have accumulated enough, they think of going home. Moreover, they are at 


liberty to act in any way they please, and have no fear of censure. They also 


endeavour to screen each other; and looking, as they do, solely to the interests 
of Government, they are pampered and promoted. For these reasons no one 
cares for the welfare of the subj ects, and hence it is perfectly useless to expect 
them to be loyal. 


A correspondent of the same writing from Thina complains that the Head 

Cn ae Master of the Vernacular School No. 1 has deprived 

ots jo. school-emaster of @ Pupil of a free-studentship because he refused to 
Thana. | cook for him. 


The Shiwdj1 (26) of the 13th December, but received on the 19th, in an 


Complains that the G. I. P. article on railways, says, among other things, that the 
Railway Company enters G.I. P. Railway Company passes receipts after making 
short weight in the receipts a trifling deduction in the aggregate weight of the 
for goods brought for com goods which are brought for conveyance. The Com- 
is dar any also refuses to specify in detail the nature of the 
goods, This seems to bedone with a view to lessen the pecuniary liability of 
the Company in cases of short delivery. It is also stated that this Company is 
very dilatory in conveying goods to their destination, and hence the chief 
object of constructing railways is defeated. The Shiwdji, therefore, hopes that 
the Company and Government will be pleased to direct their attention to the 
evils mentioned above. } 


The same in an article on the Indebtedness of Indian Ryots, says that the 
Aisa peemek boule exorbitant interest which the sowkérs charge them 
to lend to agriculturists at plays an important part in bringing about their 
interest lower than the ruin- impoverishment; and that until this capital evil is 
ous rate exacted by the removed no amount of legislation will produce any 


sowkars. good. Every facility should, therefore, be afforded to 


the agricultural population to borrow money on easy terms; and the Shiwdji 
advises all persons who invest their savings in Government promissory notes 
and the Savings Banks at a low rate of interest to lend it to the ryots at a slightly 
higher rate. By doing this the agricultural population will be benefited, and 
the lenders will obtain a higher rate of interest for their money. 


With reference to the recent Resolution of Government in the Public Works 
Department, the Jalgaon Samdchdr (37) of the .15th 
December says that the policy which the British Gov- 
ernment observes towards its subjects requires steadi- 
ness and consistenvy. For instance, the license-tax 
is imposed to enable Government to meet the expenditure in case of a famine, 
and yet by ordering a complete cessation of public works thousands of poor 
labourers are thrown out of employment, and a famine is as it were created 
which it was the object of Government to avoid. This is the same thing as if 
the owner of a house were to close the front door in order to prevent thieves 


Disapproves of the com- 
plete stoppage of public 
works. | 


from entering it and at the same time were to leave the back door open. The ~~ 


Samdchdr, therefore, hopes that Government will be pleased to consider this 


question carefully, and then perhaps it may become aware of the mistakes which 


uests Government not ) 
a rrr. an : 
the license- | . 


to restrain its greed for mone 


ground. - The tendency of the British rule is to narrow the field for the employ- ‘ 
ment-of natives; and as an illustration of this statement, the writer mentions 
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In conclusion, the writer mentions the case of a barber who had no visi bk 


found to consist of a pair of brass pots. A hope is, therefore, expressed that 
the benevolent English Government will be pleased to look with compassion on 
the condition of the people. , ree 


The Surya Prakdsh (45) of the 14th December, but received on the 15th, 
prays His Excellency the Governor to decide, after 

Prays His Exeellency the making personal enquiries into the subject, whether 
ot ni valle nays ho it is more advantageous to lay down a railway from 
from Surat to Dumas or or» Surat to Dumas, or one from Broach to Dehej, with 


from Broach to Dehej. the intention of carrying it on ultimately to Bhdu- 


nagar. His Excellency would most probably give his | 


us lveng to the former project, as it will not be so costly as the latter scheme. 
oreover, the line from Surat will afford greater facilities for the transit of the 
goods and passenger traffic of Kattywar, and will contribute, to some extent, 
to a revival of the trade of Surat, which was at one time a great and thriving 
emporium. After praising His Excellency for personally looking into important 
questions concerning the administration, the Surya Prakdsh hopes that the 
railway question mentioned above will receive his due attention. 


The same also regrets to find that it is intended to charge a portion of the 
Thi os hee on Cee of the Afghan war to the Indian revenues. 
Kids Crald Ye tides “ The people of India suffer from a depression of trade 


the expenses of the Afg and commerce, and already complain of their inability 

war, instead of levying a tax to pay the license-tax. If a new tax is levied upon 
on the already overburdened them to meet the war expenses, they will not be able 
j people of India. 


to pay it. It will be contrary to the wise policy of 
Government to impose a new burden now. The best course is to recover the 
expenses from the Amir himself, as it was he who gave offence to the British 
Government and compelled it to declare war. | 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 19th December is glad to find 

that Government has ordered the temporary cessation 

Observes that it would of public works, in order to effect a saving to meet 

have been better, had ings the expenses of the Afghan war, instead of resorting to 

pre of the Afghan war, new taxes. There would have been, however, more 

os | cause for rejoicing if the authorities in England, 

taking into consideration the poverty of India, had been gracious enough not 

to charge the cost of the war to India ; and, without imposing the license-tax, 
had lessened the improper expenses of the State. 


A correspondent of the same, writing from SAdra, mentions that cases of 
house-breaking have of late increased at this station, 

tn pee agar fg and observes that it is a great shame that such a state 
ple are satisfied withMajor Of things should occur at the head-quarters of*the 
West ; and observes that Political Agent. The same writer states that the 
some of the school-masters people are highly satisfied with Major West. He does 
pretend to be possessed by 14+ allow any of his subordinates to interfere in his 


tee. a ee ee a) 7 es 


god Hanumdén. What good can these teachers do? asks the writer. 


we 


ce. Observes that the late riot Ouse of the Surat Riot,”’ ironically observes that. 


| Surat occurred unt Birdwood, the J udge, Mr. ‘Pratt, the Collector, “ur. 
: of the abeence of the perma Jagjiwandés Khushdldds, the Huzur Deputy Collector, 
nent and the incapacity of aa Mr. Hirjibhéi Jiwanji, the Police Inspector, 

cs . the acting incumbent Surat are the cause of the disturbance and it 
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8 consequences. Had the grave Mr, Birdwood been present on th 


people would have listened to his advice and opened their shops, at 
would have been no riot. Ifthe merciful Mr. Pratt had not gone o 
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means of subsistence, and yet was charged two rupees on account of the license- _ 
tax ; and when his effects were sold for the realisation of the tax, they were © 


: vl work, and personally attends to the cases of those who. 
' come to him on business. The same also notes that several masters of the 
Government schools of Mahi Kantha pretend to be possessed by devils or by the 


: ae The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 15th December, in a leader, headed, “The | 
Be ik 
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shops would not have been closed ; and even if they had been closed, he would — 
have induced the owners to openthem. Similarly had not Messrs. Jagjiwanddés 
and Hirjibhéi gone on leave, they would have accomplished the same results. 
But, by the misfortune of the people of this town, they all were absent on leave 
at one and the same time, and the unfortunate riot, &c., took place. It is for 
this reason alone that these good and merciful gentlemen are here said to be 
the cause of the riot. 


On the other hand, the Mitra maintains that the acting incumbents were 
the real cause of the riot. Had Mr. Macpherson gone into the bazar and paci- 
fied the people, matters would not have assumed so grave a form as they did. 
But being of a timid nature he did not move; and, consequently, the shops 
remained closed and the riot took place. Had Mr. Ollivant taken, before the 
occurrence of the riot, the steps which he subsequently took for opening the 
shops, that unfortunate disturbance would not have taken place. Had Mr. 
Thatte not issued unsuitable forms (in connection with the license-tax) the 
shops would not have been closed and the disturbance would not have happened. 
But, unfortunately, these officers were present, and, consequently, so many 
calamities befel the Government and the people. 


The same dislikes the Factory Act, the draft of which was prepared some 

} time ago by Mr, Sordbji Shdpurji Bengéli. After 

— yr mays of hewn alluding to the interested and selfis attempts of the 
ike the one drafted some Mill-owners of Manchester and other English towns 
time ago by Mr. Sorabji to hamper the cotton industry of India by a legal 
Shépurji Bengali, which is enactment, the Mitra observes that Mr. Bengdli’s 
nag antl me ee draft, which met with a defeat in the Legislative 
To dia, or Council only last year, has been taken up by the 
London Times, which has become of late the organ of 

official circles. That journal supported the measure; and, consequently, some 
of the nobility who sympathise with the merchants of Manchester in the decline 
of their trade, waited upon the Secretary of State for India, and induced him 
to get the draft passed into a law. A Despatch has been addressed to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bombay to enact the law for Bombay; and, ac- 
cording to the Bombay Gazette, a suggestion has been made to the Government 
of India to enact the same law for the rest of India. The proposed measure is 
inimical to the interests of this —. If was once before found by His 
Excellency the Governor to be unsuitable, and the commission which was for- 
merly appointed to report upon the desirability of enacting it, gave a similar 
opinion. It behoves the people of India, therefore, to raise their voice against 
the proposal, and awaken the authorities to the interested attempts of the people 
of Manchester. It also behoves His Excellency not to enact a law which will 
hamper the Indian mills. Dr. Blaney writes, in a letter addressed to Mr. Bengali, 
that the interests of the members of the late commission were bound up with 
the mills. This he does apparently with the object of nullifying the effect 
roduced by the report of the commission, and of showing that that document 
is not reliable. But it is hoped His Excellency will not be led away by the 
Doctor’s assertion, and will trust to his own discretion. 


The same repeats the old complaint that the practice of pressing carts into 
__ the service of Government is reprehensible. Though 
Prays Government to dis- the cartmen are well paid, yet they are averse to 


continue the practice of press- accept this work. There are two reasons for this 
ing carts into the service of 


Patience unwillingness. One of them is that sometimes the © 
peons accompanying the carts beat them and their’ 
bullocks when the latter happen to be lean and weak and cannot move fast. 
This illtreatment should be put a stop to. The other reason is that when carts —_- 
are rie ones for Government work, vehicles which have come to the city or | 
town from other places ‘are suddenly caught and taken away. ‘Some carts are 


put to serious inconvenience: on account of the forcible seizure of tk 


regularly let on hire; but others are owned by persons who do not ply for hire, 
but keep them for the conveyance of their own good: 1ese persons are ofter 
roe the Mitra considers Government should make every effort to ob 
ev. ' | wae | | 
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The same also protests against throwing the whole cost of the Afghan wa 
onIndia. Several of the arguments put forth by many 


Disapproves of the decision of its contemporaries, which were noticed at some 


of England to charge the en- 


Eng , : ; : on SAS Ga te Beri 
tive oa alin Afghan fie length in previous summaries, are re-produced here, 


the Tnillan veeenens’ The Ddtardum (64) of the 12th December, but received 


| on the 15th, also pleads the inability of India to pay 
these expenses, arid prays England to defray them from her own pocket). 


The Bombay Samdchér (48) of the 17th December describes, at some length, 
- oratitude tothe ie arrangements for the establishment of agricultural 
Weenie Gover for its Classes, and expresses the heartfelt gratitude of the 


Resolution fo open agricul- pore to His Excellency the Governor and the Mem- 
tural classes in FR goo mrp 

with some of the existing +h. reach of the people the means of improving the 
educational ee agriculture of tlie country and of increasing their 


own wealth. 


The same, of the 20th December, observes that the Government offers 
rewards for killing wild beasts and poisonous reptiles ; 
Recommends an increaseit and yet it appears that about twenty thousand men 


the rewards offered for the Ae x Seas a : ages 
dinen oe a annually killed by these creatures. This figure, 


es sa tm _ proceeding from this cause, is not a small one. It 
shows that the measures adopted for the destruction of these animals are not 
sufficiently effective. It behoves the Government, therefore, to increase the 
rewards offered for their destruction, and so to augment the inducement for 
killing them. A large number of casualties are from snakebites; and yet the 
Commissioner for the Central Provinces has recommended to Government a 
reduction in the value of the reward for killing a snake. Considering the great 
havoc done among men and beasts by these creatures, the amount expended for 
their destruction appears very small and needs to be increased. 


The Jéme Jamsed (49) of the 18th December is glad to find that Lord 

_ Lawrence’s Afghan Committee and certain members 

Advises ihe F ublic yi aogre of the India Council have expressed their disappoval 

er 2c ra road a of the decision to charge the cost of the Afghan war 

Afghan Committee letters to the Indian revenues, and expresses deep and heart- 

approving its efforts to get felt thanks to them for this service. The Jdéme 

india i wakes = Jamsed also approves of the resolution of the British 

Se Athen war _Andian Association of Calcutta to address a letter to 

the Afghan cémmittee, approving of its efforts for 

exempting India from the payment of the expenses, and advises the Associations 
of the other presidency towns to take similar steps in this matter. 


The same repeats the old and frequently made assertion, that direct taxes 

— are not suited to the people of India. A loud com- 

Recommends the popes 2 plaint has been raised throughout the country against 
ego: ale ‘1 ease the license-tax, that it is quite unsuited to the people ; 
+¢ does not think it right to do and that, while it is imposed on the poor, the rich are 
so, to solicit it to impose the exempted from it. Both these assertions are correct, 


tax on rich persons and and the native press repeats them. The Anglo-Indian \ 
press, however, comments on the latter statement 


exempt the poor. 


only, ad recommends the imposition of the income-tax in place of the existing 
license-tax, in order that the rich may be brought within the pale of taxation. 
Both these taxes are unpleasant, because the lower officers of Government, who 


are entrusted with the work of assessment, overassess, while the people not — iat oi ela 


being acquainted with the way to get redress, simply grumble. The 
income-tax is more objectionable than the license-tax, inasmuch as in appeals 


for overassessment the authorities require the production of account books, which = 
the natives are unwilling to produce. The tax on incomes is suited to Euro- = 
peans, and hence the Anglo- ndian papers recommend its imposition. Butitis = 
unsuited to natives, who ought to inform Government accordingly. Thenew — 

official year is approaching, and a representation from them ought to be sentat == 
once. The petition should pray the Government of India to abolish the licenses = 
tax, as the expanding revenues of the empire give as much as the yield ofthis 
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ers of his Couneil for their intention to place within 


though far less than the actual number of deaths 


~~ 


eae 


one thousand rupees. It should also not think of reviving the income-tax. 


The same, of the 20th December advices the people of India to send a letter 

: of condolence to Her Imperial Majesty the Queen, for 
, Advises the people of the untimely death of Her Royal Highness the Princess 

ndia to send a letter of Ali Th 1 ad : 

condolence to Her Imperial Alice. ‘The people are, no doubt, grievously affected 
Majesty for the bereavement by this sad occurrence, and will express their de 
caused by the death of Her and heartfelt grief for the irreparable loss suffere 
— by their kind and merciful Sovereign ; but they should 
discharge this duty to themselves at once and express their condolence while 
the grief is fresh. ) 


The Rést Goftdr (51) of the. 15th December, in a leader headed ‘‘ O Thou 
| Powerful Metal,” observes that the House of Lords 
_ Again points out the injus- has lost its reputation for probity, and has thrown a 
tice of charging to the Indian plot on the good name of England by putting on India 
py brass a expenses of the Afghan war, which amount to a 
ghan war. ; ie ya 
krore and a quarter ofrupees, The present hostilities 
are a natural consequence of the latest policy of England. Russia is her rival 
in Europe, and has secured great influence in Afghanistan. In the late Russo- 
Turkish war England assisted Russia to obtain a triumph ; and, hence, the latter 
has ventured to meddle in the affairs of Afghanistan. The present hostilities 
are carried on by England in order to obtain more influence in Afghanistan 
than the Russians possess, and not with the object of defending India from a 
foreign foe. Thus England has more concern with this war than India. Hence 
the former and not the latter should pay the cost of the war. But England 
succumbed to temptation, and saved her own money by putting the burden on 
India. But by doing so she has lost her good name and her reputation for 
justice, and done injury to a poor country which is solely dependent on her. 


The same observes that there is a probability of the mill-owners of Bombay 
complaining loudly against the intention of Govern- 

Asks the public not to be ment to enact a law for lessening the great drudgery 
led vias Bg tf serveter which is heartlessly exacted by them from their work- 
ae the millLovmers of ™men, There.isa Mill-owners’ Association, and the 
Bombay against the enact- Dewspapers are in their hands. They are so very 
ment of a Factory Act. influential as to convert the authorities to their own 
: views, as they did when the Factory Commission was 

appointed in 1875, and again when Mr. Sorabji Shépurji Bengéli brought for- 
ward his draft ofa Factory Act. It is their interest to exact the greatest amount 
of work from the operatives, The Agents of the mills who hold their offices 
for life under a contract, are equally interested in making the workmen work 
about thirteen hours a day, as they get a commission on the produce of the 
mills and not on the sales. But the prosperity and improvement of the cotton 
manufactures depend on the good condition of the forty thousand mill-opera- 
tives who are like dumb animals before their wealthy employers. It behoves 
_. the public, therefore, to advocate the cayse of these unfortunate labourers, an 


| to put down the interested complaints of the wealthy mill-owners. The Rast 
Goftdr is glad that the Harl of Shaftesbury, who emancipated the workmen of 
England thirty years ago from the tyranny of their employers, has interested 
himself in the cause of the Bombay mill-operatives, _ Ry ; 
The same observes gaye it is to be regretted that Government, in sel \ 
| jul 
ae Does not a Ss B 
Eee selection by Government o: ae 
wee - ‘Baroy ora the Muni- ay 
: cipal Corporation of Bombay. 


tion there are 39 natives 
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its pale the rich, and exempt all persons whose annual incomes are less than 4 


year’s accounts. There has been an increase which, after paymentsof the = == 8 © 
expenses.of the Afghan war will leave some balance. Notwithstanding this, = == 
Government decides upon continuing the tax in question, itshould bring within : 


Seay Ns. A 


_ that more natives than Europeans have been returned for the Corporation. As = 
usual, the natives were willing this time also to select Europeans in a sufficient © | 
number. But the latter evinced an unwillingness to take a partinthe muni- - 
cipal government of the city. At the last municipal election many well-known 
and deserving Europeans refused to enter the Corporation. There can be no’ 
objection to appoint other European gentlemen in their places, and thereby to | 
) ance the European and the native elements of the Corporation. But if §= | 
_ ‘would have been more graceful had Government selected a few natives also. oo 
The Rdst Goftdér is glad that Government has selected Mr. Gostling. Some | 
persons wanted to nominate him at the selection from among the Justices of _ - 
the Peace; but they failed in their attempt, as Sir Frank Souter’s party took - ae 
objection to hiselection. It would have been well had Government selected Mr. oo 
Martin Wood, as such a selection would have done justice to his great concern 
for the public good. 


The Loka Mitra (55) of the 15th December observes that the decision of 
Ce Parliament to charge to the Indian revenues the cost 
Requests Government to of the war ata time when she is already groaning 
make a reduction in the ex- : 
penses of the administration, Under heavy taxation, must sadden the hearts of the 
and to adopt other appro- Indian ryots. A great deal has been said about the 
priate measures to meet the inadvisability of charging the cost to this country ; 
eat aout of the Afghan war, but, unfortunately, it has had no effect, and hence it is 
void the necessity of | : 
imposing a new tar. useless to say more on the subject. Now that Govern- 
ment has thought it right to put this burden on us, . 
it is our duty to submit to it quietly. But Government should take care to let 
this burden fall as lightly as possible, as the depressed condition of trade has 
produced much poverty among the people, and as often-recurring famines and 
the present high prices have made it hard for them to earn enough for their 
livelihood. To lighten this burden it is necessary that the expenses of the 
administration, which have considerably indeed of late, should be reduced. 
Government will highly oblige its subjects by making this reduction and adopt- oo 
ing other appropriate means so as to avoid the necessity of imposing a new tax. ee 


The same, in the next) leader, discusses the question of the expense of the ey = 
: war. It is asserted that the cost will come to a krore An 
Observes that until the war anda quarter of rupees; but considering the moun- 


closes it cannot be said what ° eo 
Si lik: will ee teak thes tainous nature of the country, and the fierce and ae 


Government should duly con- 
sider the poverty of the 
country in ——' how to 
raise more money, should the 
saving already effected not 
suffice. 


fanatical character of its people, this sum willbe = ~~ 


largely exceeded. Past experience also leads to the 
same conclusion. The eost of the Abyssinian war 
was first estimated at four krores, but it reached in 
the end to twelve krores. The first Afghan war put 


us to the expense of twenty krores. In the present eS 
case it will not be right to say, until the war is over, that the axpeneny will not ot 
be more than a krore and quarter, Government issued immediate orders for va 
the suspension of all public works, as soon as the news that India was to pay 
was received from England; but until the hostilities actually cease and the 
accounts are made up, it cannot be said that the saving caused by this reduction ee 
will cover the cost. Until then we must leave it to our wise rulers to decide ee 
how to meet any further charges, should a necessity for them arise, and pray 
them to consider duly the poor condition of the country. 


The same observes that, in addition to the cost of the Afghan war, this 
Eh a country has to incur the additional annual cost of . 
cece pe py + Reng aN twenty seven lacs of rupees, in consequence of the _ 
salle toms rang teuscinet ary resolution of Government to increase the native army _ 
from a financial point of view, by fifteen thousand men. This permanent burden is — 
still it is indispensable for ne of the results of the hostilities with Afghanistan, === ss 
the due safety and credit of ond is to be regretted, since it makes worse thecondi- = =~ 
er mau tion of the already heavily burdened Indian ryot. | 
But considering the cause which has given rise to the entertainment of addi- = © 
tional soldiers, the necessity of the increase cannot be denied. This increase ~~ 
is indispensable for the safety and credit of the empire. The complications 
which have arisen in the political atmosphere of Europe, and the large additions = 
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made by the different European kingdoms in their respective armies, have com- 
pelled the British Government to take this step; and, consequently, the 
measure cannot be treated with much adverse comment. — | : 
The sames observes that the latest instance of the present minis 
ing a great influence with Parliament as well as with - 


both the as eng ; | 
1 Observes that | bot! the English people is the defeat in the House of Lords 
Bes rors el enti pony of the party which condemned the declaration of 


not in office, but do not fulfil hostilities with Afghanistan. Formerly the Conserva- ee. 
their promises when they are tive party was not so strong as it is now, and it often Lie 
gi, dh had to give in to the opposition of the Liberals and to — oe 
resign office. This is the first occasion since the Indian mutiny that it has been 
in power for a long time. When the Whigs had the management of affairs the 
Tories always held out hopes of bettering the condition of this country. The 
latter are now in office, but do not seem to fulfil those hopes. The Liberals now 
raise similar hopes by their opposition to the ministry ; but the present conduct 
of the Conservatives shows how little confidence can be placed in them. The 
moral of all this is that the party in opposition advocates the cause of India 
more with the object of getting into office than with the desire of benefiting this 
country ; and that, therefore, it is useless for us to found hopes on either party. 


Municipalities. 


The Yajddn Parast (53) of the 15th December notices the report that 
| Thidiitenande hs te .ahuinak. Government wishes to appoint Mr. Wilson Bell as - a 
, meni of Dr. Blaney aaChair. Chairman of the Town Council of Bombay in the place oo 
; man of the Town Council, of Dr. Blaney. It does not approve of this proposal. a. 
and considers that Mr. Wilson ‘The Doctor is an active and painstaking officer. He — ee 
ps nomination will not be possesses a great deal of information about the muni- 13g 
Sa ad sa . cipality, and has in his one year’s administration ee 
shown that he is deserving of the confidence of the tax-payers. Mr. Bell’s ee 
knowledge of engineering will, it is true, be of some use; but he will not be ee 
able to pay sufficient attention to the affairs of the Corporation while he is Chief ae 
Engineer to the G.I. P. Railway Company. He cannot always remain in a 
Bombay, as he will have often to go out on his duties as Engineer. Under ie 
these circumstances there does not appear to be any good eadind for removing ae 
Dr. Blaney, who has, undoubtedly, established ‘his claim for re-appointment. ao 


Native States. 


A correspondent of the Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 19th Decem- 
ber, writing from Wao, states that in Sumvat 1932 
Requests the authorities some Réjputs were tried for murder by the Political 
i concerned to oy gg ey ® Superintendent of Pdlanpur, who sentenced two of 
gy -— convict 18 dead OF them, named Sarténo and Sajdéno, to transportation. 
aes aa 8 Some time after this, news was received from the ' 
authorities at the -Andamans that the convict Sarténo had died. This news | 
was communicated to the Political Superintendent, who sent it to the Rand of 
Wao for communication to the relations of the deceased. The wife of the 
deceased thereupon assumed the garb of widowhood. A few months ago, the 
father of the other convict Sdjéno, went to see his son, On his return, he in- 
formed the woman in question that her husband was still alive, and thereupon 
she resumed the garb of a married woman. The writer requests the authorities 
concerned to ascertain which of the above two reports is correct. saa 


G.W. KURKARAY, 
Reporter on the Native Press. 
Office of the Director of Public Instruction, ee 

“Poona, 24th December 1878. Ce 
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| Politics and the Public Administration. : 


The Indu Prakdsh (1) of the 23rd December, in an article on the Cabul 
war, says that in the attempt to secure a scientific 


Gives reasons for not rectification of the frontier, the British Government _ 


throwing the cost of the 


Afghan war on India. will have to annex a portion of Afghanistan. The 


administration of this acquisition will be costly owing 
to the fierce nature of the population and the unproductiveness of the country ; 
and this, joined to the expense of the present war, will tax the resources of Indi 
to the utmost, without any corresponding advantage. Here the writer shows 
that England will be benefited by this war, inasmuch as by the conquest of 
Cabul she will have made an addition to her already extensive dominions, and 
retrieved the dishonor which she suffered when she had to retire from that 
country on a previous occasion. If this view be correct, it behoves England to 
ay the whole cost of this expedition, and not to throw it ona country so utterly 
impoverished as India actually is. Again, it may be contended that this war 


is for the interest of India as its chief object is to prevent an invasion by the 


Russians. But this event is so far off that India need not be made to pay for 
it from the present time. Granting, however, even this position, the utmost that 
can be urged is that both countries will be benefited, and that, therefore, the 
cost should be apportioned between them in the proportion of their respective 


advantages, It is also stated that the popularity of Lord Beaconsfield will last — 


so long as he does not touch the pockets of the English people; and this is the 
real cause why the ministry has thought it fit to throw the burden on India. 
Finally, the Indu Prakdsh 

Northcote that England would bear a portion of the expense, may be construed 
into an act of charity to poor India, and maintains that this construction would 
be wrong. | 


The same, in discussing the provisions of the new Irrigation Bill, admits 
_ that great advantages will follow from covering the 
Disapproves of certain ¢ountry with a network of canals, but doubts the 
clauses of the new Irrigation : + 
Bill. wisdom of the plan by which Government proposes to 
re-imburse itself for the charges which are incidental 
to such works. Here the writer condemns the clauses in which Government 
reserves to itself the power of levying a compulsory water-rate and of exacting 
forced labor. The provision by which the Collector is to hear appeals from the 
orders passed by the canal officers is also disapproved, and the general tendency 
of Government to deprive the judicial courts of their appellate jurisdiction and 
transfer the same to executive officers is censured, as being caleuylated to annoy 
and irritate the people. Lastly, the Indu Prakash considers it injudicious to 
give the canal officers power to apprehend, without a warrant. any person who 
may be found damaging thecanal. (The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd Decem- 
ber holds somewhat similar views.) 


The same generally approves of the rules recently praca by Gov- 
ernment for the employment of the graduates of the 

Points out blemishes in the Bombay University, and considers that they will, to 
rules recently published for 4 limited extent, accomplish the objects aimed at. At 


th l t of Universit : | ; 
cits We ig oe the same time the order to turn adrift a person who 


ment. fails to give satisfaction at the end of eighteen months’ 


probation, is considered very harsh, as being calculat- 


ed to mar the future prospects of the man; and the Jndu Prakdsh grieves that 
the prospects of those whose knowledge is confined to the vernacular, and who © 
may have spent their whole lives in the Revenue Department, will, by the new 
arrangement, be blighted for ever. (The Native Opinion (2) of the 22nd Decem- 


ber expresses somewhat similar sentiments, ) 


The Dnydn Prakdsh (8) of the 28rd December, in an article on the cost of fee 
the Afghan war, says that the English pres arejust = 


Says that the English 


rect statements of ‘interested They are, however, ignorant of the real cqndition of ~~ 
Indian officials with respect the natives of India, and are easily led anny by the °. 7% 
to the real condition of the statements of interested Indian officigls. It is true 


people in India. 


a 


, 


thinks that the declaration made by Sir Stafford - 


that there are many retired Indian officers in England = 
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_ who possess full knowledge of the condition of the native population ; but owing 
to their remissness, the ye ame public is not aware of the tricks practised by 
those who carry on the Government of India. Here the writer says that the . 
cessation of all public works in the at Presidency is ordered with the 
intention of diverting the * hee of the license-tax to the expenses of the 
Afghan war. This proceeding is extremely cruel and heartless, as many poor 
ple will be reduced to a state of utter starvation. Finally, the Dnydn 
Prakdsh considers that the incorrect statements made by Lord Cranbrook with 
respect to the financial condition of India cast a stigma on the fair fame of the 
English public and Parliament for justice and impartiality. 


The Suryodaya (4) of the 16th December, but received on the 28rd, in 

. discussing the question of a gold currency does not 
Pickin py fe ure approve of its introduction into India. In the first 
perso oa Y place, the bulk of the people here are so very poor 

and transactions are on such a2 small scale that gold 

coin will not cireulate. The ordinary wages of a laborer vary from an anna 
and a half to two annas per ny ; and since this amount is considered sufficient 
for sustenance by Sir Richard Temple, it is not easy to see how such men can 
ever require gold money. Besides, owing to the introduction of a gold currency 
in Germany, that metal has become very dear, and it is impossible to say how 
much it may rise in price if the Indian currency is converted into gold. More- 
over, the land revenue is payable in silver, and if gold is demanded in its stead, 
the already impoverished condition of the ryot will become worse. Upon the 
whole, the Suryodaya disapproves of the introduction of a gold currency into 


India, unless gold money is made a legal tender together with silver and 
copper. : 


. 


The Bodha Sudhakar (6) of the 11th December, but received on the 23rd, 
in an article on the honesty of Englishmen, says that 


Observes that Englishmen when natives of India are detected in dishonesty, 
ought not to be severe with 


Englishmen usually express their abhorrence of it in 
natives when they are found : : : 
to be dishonest, as they them. Plain and unambiguous language. But owing to the 
selves are not free from a fact of the natives being a subject race, they are 
similar defect, unable to retort when Englishmen are found involved 
in ‘similar transactions. Here the writer maintains 
that the failures of native merchants have never been so discreditable as those 
of the Glasgow Bank and Nicol’s firm. It will, therefore, be well if the English 


people become aware of their own shortcomings and abstain from making 
observations on the honesty of the natives. | 


With reference to the addition of fifteen thousand men to the native army, 


the Poona Herald (10) of the 18th December, but 
_ Says that the sanctioned yoceived on the 23rd, observes that this increase should 
increase of fifteen thousand b d ) ‘ 
men should be made tothe @ made to the Bombay. army and not to the armies 
Bombay army alone. - of the other Presidencies. In the first place the 
Bombay army is the smallest in all India, and has to 
perform a variety of onerous duties. Besides, in case of a war either in Europe 
or Asia, an expedition could be despatched with greater facility and at a less 
cost from Bombay than from any other place in India. Moreover, the inhabi- | 
tants of this part of the country are brave and loyal, and in the different wars 
in which the English have been engaged, the Bombay army has performed — 
greater exploits than the armies of the other Presidencies. For these reasons, 


the Poona Herald considers that the Bombay army should alone get the benefit 
of this increase. | sa 


With reference to the transfer of Mr. Bosanquet from Belgaum to Koldba, 

sine the Belgawm Saméchdr (14) of the 23rd December 
BP homage kno — Sd observes that much discontent prevails among the 
of the elesaen District. ople on account of the conduct of some high officials, 


eas 


During his | two years’ tenure of office as Collector of Belgaum, Mr. Bosan 
gave satisfaction to a one. ‘There are very few hard-working officials — 


him. At one time complaints were made of his being dilatory in the disch hic 


of his duties; but this charge is hardly worthy of notice, since his decisions : a 
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this district. 
The Kalpataru (17) of the 22nd December gives a long account of a meeting 
held at Sholépur in honor of Mr. Percival on the eve 


Praises Mr. Percival, the of his retirement from the Indian service. Mr. Ganesh 


Collector of Sholapur, for his pee Wes ° : 
se aiuinisteation of that *04J! Mate, a Wakil, who acted as spokesman on the 


District. oceasion, described that gentleman as being extremely 
kind, just, willing to confer favors on the natives, and 
conscientious in the discharge of his public duties. Mr. Percival acknowledged 
the compliment in suitable terms. There was a display of fireworks after the 
meeting broke up. 


The Khandesh Waibhaw (18) of the 20th December, but received on the 
24th, in an article on the cost of the Afghan war, 
Observes that the balance observes that even if it be true, as stated by the Secre- 
in the Indian treasury ought tary of State, that there is a large balance in the Indian 
to be applied to the reduction biiensiie t th f Shion 
of taxation. treasury, yet there are many ways of applying it for 
the benefit of India, instead of frittering it away on 
this war. It might be applied to the reduction of taxation. The country has 
been suffering of late from a series of famines, and Government might forego 
the collection of the land revenue for a short time, or the license-tax might be 
dispensed with; or the salt tax might be reduced. Besides there was no pro- 
hability of an invasion of India from the north-west frontier, and as a matter 
of fact the frontier could have been easily strengthened. This war has, there- 
fore, no connection with India, and it is unjust to throw the burden of its cost 
on her. (The Ganga Lahari (40) of the 20th December, but received on the 
23rd, expresses similar sentiments. ) 


A correspondent of the Ndsik Writta (20) of the 21st December, but received 

| on the 28rd, writing from Thana says that the Com- 

Complains that the Com- manding Officer of the 26th Regiment N. I. stationed 

ciate a curt rae in that town, rides through the bazar at full speed in 

sama é through the bazer at ‘the most reckless manner. On the 16th instant, while 

Théna. | galloping through Ghati lane he knocked down a 

; ' woman who was carrying a metal vessel full of water 

on her head. On seeing her lying on one side of the lane the Officer descended 

from his horse to see whether she was dead or alive; and on finding that she 

was not much injured, he rode on in the same reckless manner as before. This 
sportive phase of the English character deserves notice. &. 


With reference to the recent Resolution of Government in the Public 
| Works Department on the subject of the cessation of 
Disapproves of the recent — works, the Shiwd)t (26) of the 20th December, 
Resolution of Government but received on the 22nd, fails to see the wisdom 
cor oe ee of Pabie of those who have turned adrift ill-paid labourers and 
ee ces ol ‘Il paid labour. retained highly-paid Engineers whose services are 
ers and retains in service the not required. The largest share of the expenditure 
highly-paid Engineers. of the Public Works Department is incurred on 
fae ___ account of the superior establishments, and as Jong as. 
these are left untouched, no appreciable reduction will take place; while the 
resent policy is calculated to reduce the poor labourers to the utmost verge of 


Upon the whole, he will be counted among the very best of the Collectors of 


destitution. The Shiwdji finally disapproves of the mode of constructing - 


public works departmentally, and considers the contract system preferable, 


With reference to the cost of the Afghan war the same says that this war 


has heen undertaken not to repel an invasion of India, 
a Supt te ego of ut simply Becanso Shore Alt refused to recive the 
the Aighan wat wt wrwn English enyoy, after having admitted an envoy 
snk of ae es Russia—the wiemiy of England. The insult 
ears therefore, offered to En 
~ ness to bear the cost of avenging it. And yet the 
This is done because the natives are meek and 

: | 


: 


ae © 
oat 


were satisfactory. In disposing of appeals relating to. the license-tax, his con- 
duct was admirable, and no one who went to him for redress failed to obtain it. - 
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A correspondent of the A’rya Warta (34) of the 21st December, but received. Be 


on the 23rd, reports that the village of Ranjangaor 


Requests the attention of in the Taluka of Chdlisgaon, was visited by a band of 


Hovernment to @ geng-r>- armed robbers consisting of about sixty men. On 
the village of Rénjangaon in ©Dtering the village in question they enquired as to 
Chélisgaon Taluka. the whereabouts of Government treasure; and on 
aes eS being informed that it was sent to the taluka station, 


- commenced seizing valuables from the houses of the wealthiest inhabitants. The 


value of the stolen property is estimated at Rs. 22,000. No one knows - 


whence the robbers came, and the people here as well as in the neighhourhood 
are in a state of great alarm on account of the frequency of such occurrences. 
The police arrived after the robbers decamped. The matter is of such immense 
importance that it is hoped that Government will be pleased to direct its atten- 
tion to it. ao 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 26th December states that a 

. few days ago a Brahman was driving in a bullock cart 

Asks the police to compel with his daughter and her child. Near Khokhra 

i eget ~ ld varanet emdabdd the bullocks took fright at the sight of a 

Sis ss thee, Poe” camel, and the cart was precipitated into a well near 

, the road which had no parapet wall. The woman 

died, but the Brahman and the child miraculously escaped. Under these 

circumstances the writer requests the police to compel the owners of wells near 

the public roads to build parapet walls to them in order to prevent accidents 
like the above. | 


A correspondent of the same gives an account of the visit of His Excellency 

| the Governor and party to A’mbhard, and says that 

Complains that the culti- the people of that town were highly delighted with 
beep saan Banda tgein Hh the event. It is, however, to be regretted that every 
to supply carta to His Excele Place where the party halted, the cultivators were put 
lency the Governor and to great annoyance in having to supply about one 
party. hundred and fifty carts which were required to 


convey the luggage. 


The Guzerat Mitra (47) of the 22nd December observes that the proposal of 

Sir Richard Temple to establish agricultural schools 

Observes that the proposal is untimely and premature. The agricultural classes 

to open agricultural ‘schools do not lack knowledge of agriculture; but owing to 

is prematore, and that atten- their great poverty they are unable to make any im- 
tion shotld be first directed ' se 

to reduce the assessment on provements. ‘l'he heavy land assessment leaves them 

land and toincrease the num- very little for their own subsistence; and, conse- 

ber of irrigational works. quentiy; they cannot affurd to improve the soil. It is 

very 


ment. If this is done, and if at the same time canal water is supplied in suffi- 


cient quantity, the distress penseosing from the frequently recurring famines 
will be much mitigated. The farmers will then be able to increase the produce | 
of the land by making the requisite improvements in cultivation. When the 
above suggestions are carried out, agricultural schools may be opened with 


advantage. Until then they are premature and will be of little use. The Mitra, 
therefore, hopes that Government will be good enough to direct its attention 
first : the ——— of the assessment on land and to the construction of irriga- 
tional works. Rew : 


The same also disapproves of the decision of the English Ministry and 
arliament to throw the cost of the Afghan war on 


LJ 


Disapproves of the decision India. The reasons advanced in support 


: ¢ 


of the previous summaries. 
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troublesome as the people of England this unjust demand would not have been 


esirable, therefore, to lessen the rate of assess- 


ha oar on Inds, ‘ion are similar to those given by the Rist Goftér(S1) 


‘ye Ses 


ss : fe ; a | ; 27 ‘ : e r hye” Lire} : he 
4 J . 3 : . es BE, , és tee woke La 
in a recent issue, W 1ave n no : yinone = ys 
' ~ 2 . ie | om 7 j , | ba i, Sas De 
4 > * r ” . re : Bs MAES aes Hix, 
- ee. oy i x ? 
| | aE sia ee as 
® ¥ = » cot 
nm : . >; . % 4 + es 4 


ae 
a 
ee 

- Jee * 
A 
TP - 


r 


POS, 
oe 
aa 


& 


Pt 


ae 


mS Gy S 


PORE ON BaF eel 


y 


5; of the mill-owners of Manchester to get a Factory 
Requests disinterested per- for the mills of Bombay, observes that 
ahs to decide whether the sdvocates of the measure say that the labor wh 
abor which women and | : ) Py lice se en as 
children undergo in mills acts Women and children are made to undergo is so great 
prejudicially on their health, that it acts prejudicially on their health. On the 

other hand, the mill-owners contend that though they 


(the women and children) work for a long time, yet the work which they have 


to do does not require much physical exertion, Besides they enjoy plenty of 


leisure, The Samdchdr, therefore, suggests that disinterested persons should 
inquire into this matter and ascertain whether the labor exacted from these 
operatives affects their health. } 


The Jdme Jamsed (49) of the 23rd December again exhorts the people of 


Bombay to send an address to Lord Lawrence’s 
Again exhorts the people Afohan Committee, Mr. Fawcett, and other members 
of Bombay to address a letter . ° ‘wee 
of thanks to Lord Lawrence's Of Parliament, thanking them for their disinterested 
Afghan Committee and othera efforts in pointing out the injustice of charging the 
who have advocated that entire cost of the Afghan war to the Indian revenues, 
Pegs fe proms = in getting Sir Stafford Northcote to promise that 
wr sis ungland would pay a portion of it. The Jéme Jamsed 
| observes that formerly the ministry more than once 
succeeded in throwing on India expenses with which she had no concern. 
This occurred in consequence of the inattention of Parliament and of the absence 
of representatives of India in that august assembly. Hence, the well-wishers 
of India wish for her representaion ; but their praiseworthy efforts have not yet 
met with success, ‘The authorities consider that the people of India are not yet 
fit to enjoy the franchise. But those who hold this opinion forget that England 
itself was ignorant of the benefits of the representative system when Parliament 
was first formed, and that she gradually learnt its advantages. There can be 
no doubt that India also will soon jearn to appreciate the privilege of repre- 
sentation if the same is conceded to her, In the absence of this right, it is 
fortunate for India that some members of Parliament have constituted themselves 


her representatives in order to plead her cause, Lord Lawrence’s Afghan 


Committee contends that war ought not to have been declared against Cabul ; 
and according to this view, it is not just to throw on the Indian revenues the 
entire cost of this war. The English findnce minister has also admitted the 
justice of this contention. This is a great favor to India, and she ought, 


therefore, to offer her thanks, The British Indian Association has done this; 


and a recommendation was recently made by the Jdme Jamsed to the Bombay 
Association to follow this good example. But it is to be regretted that no atten- 
tion has been paid to this advice. The indifference of the people of this country 
does immense mischief. The conduct of the Bombay Association is very blam- 
able. The people of Bombay have been several times informed that this Asso- 
ciation is unfit to discharge its duties and haye been advised to establish another ; 
but no notice has been taken of this suggestion. | 


The Akhbdre Sowddgar (50) of the 28rd December observes that though the - 


_License-tax Act exempts the cyltivating and labouring 
marneae  Sovarnman’ ° . GiGenen, PA et some of the officers entrusted with the 


os phic ake ores work of assessment endeavour to bring them within 


‘and mill-operatives from its it8pale, It is stated that in Gujarat the tax in question = 
a is demanded from persons who keep cows and buffaloes ==” 
| for agricultural purposes, but sell any milk, curdsand 


butter which they can spare. Again if 1s mentioned that the License-tax 


Collector of Bombay has called upon the mill-owners of that city to furnish him 


with a list of the mill-operatives who work by contract. If these persons afe 


taxed, a loud complaint of distress will be raised, as their incomes range only = 
from five to twenty rupees per mensem; while the proceeds from this source 
tively trifling. It, therefore, behoves Government to order the 

lectors to desist from taxing the agricultural classes and the = — 
mill-operatives. Mie 


will be compar: 
License-tax Co 


The Bombay Saméchdr (48) of the 26th December, in alluding to. the @ ir s ° 
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The Rdst Goftér (51) of the 22nd December, in a leader headed “Lord | ~ 

+n the criticism that LY ttou’s detractors,” observes that the critics of His = 

: : Tyitct sebames thoee Lordship justly remark that in his speech to the ~~ 

i credit than he deserves for mative contingent the Viceroy inappropriately assumes | 
ee the success of English arms to himself greater credit than ‘i i 


; ; eserves for the . 
in Afghanistan, but observes syccess of the English arms in Afghanistan. An °° 
that this success without any 


+ battle is hichl tifying. important part of that country has been conquered — re 
. ce. without any engagement, and what is called a “~ = © 


“battle” by His Lordship was a mere scuffle. The enemy didnotmakea  ° 
determined stand at a seat place, and only small parties of famished soldiers. 

made a slight resistance at some points. Yet His Lordship considers that the 
English army achieved glory similar to that won by the Russians at Plevna, 
Though this criticism. 1s just there is nothing shameful in the conquest of a 
the Afghan territory as the critics assert. On the contrary it is a fortunate Siege 


circumstance that Afghanistan has been conquered without fighting abattleand = =~ 
at a very little cost. The policy of the Viceroy with reference to this expedi- se 


tion deserves the confidence of the public. \ ee 


The same, in another leader headed “ Lord Lytton’s last but lost oppor- ies 
tunity,” regrets that His Lordship did not makea ae 
Regrets that Lord Lytton protest against the resolution of England to exact the 


did not protest against the ' 
readlution of England to Cxpenses of the Afghan war from the Indian revenues. 


charge the cost of the Afghan His Lordship by doing this could have shown that he os 


war to the Indian treasury. | was not servile to Lord Beaconsfield, as his critics sa ee 
he is. The present Viceroy is not less aware than his ae 
predecessors of the great poverty of this country. fle knows that famines fre- es 
.. quently occur in India, and that an insurance fund has been created to meet ig 
¥ those calamities ; and that what the English ministry calls a balance, is nothing a 
but the proceeds of this fund. The money thus collected ought not to be spent : 
upon a war which England has carried on against her own enemy, which has 
been undertaken to preserve her good name, which is the result of England’s oe 
a policy, and which has no connection whatever with India. Lord Lytton ae 
as lost an opportunity by failing to make a protest against this unjust demand, ~ 
and has thus, the Hast \Goftdr considers, incurred the disapprobation of the ee 
public. | CA - 3 


The same publishes a communication from Eldw, in Anklesvar Taluka, in 
which the agricultural population of that village com- 
Recommends for the favor. plain that, though the cultivating classes have been 
able consideration of His Ex- exempted from the license-tax, yet the same has been 
cellency the Governor the imposed everywhere on the ryots of the Broach Zilla. 
complaint of the cultivators View pavinnltrislake: oft th @. + Tihsieint bh b 
of the Broach Zilla that the STICUITUFIStS O @ pura istrict have peen 
license-tax has been unjustly exempted from this levy. Itis also stated that the 
imposed upon them. people do not know whom to apply to for redress, as 
| the authority to hear appeals against the assessment 
is entrusted to the Deputy Collector and to an Assistant Collector who are the ' 
subordinates of the Collector under, whose instructions the assessment in ques- 
tion is made. The Commissioner of the Division has no power to interfere. = — 
~The complainants try to show the injustice of levying the tax on them as 
traders, because they sell the produce of their fields. The petition addressed by = ._ 
them to the Commissioner is published, as well as the latter’s reply that the Act ~- 
does not allow him to hear appeals in this matter. The Rdst Goftér sympa- = © 
thises with the petitioners, and recommends that their complaints may be «+ — 
favorably considered by His Excellency the Governor. win hago dea 
; The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 22nd December is glad to learn thatitis = 8989 
: the intention of the ministry to make both England = 
Ts glad at the proposal of and India defray the cost of the Afghan war. Eng a aq = oe 
the ministry to make England oyght, in justice, to bear the whole expense, because 


of the srt raging expenses this war is a result of her dealings with Russia. But 


it seems that she is not able just now to bearadditional _ 
taxation, as great distress prevails among her agricultural and working classes, . _ 
India is sintieaty unable to bear the entire cost on account of frequent famines = 
and the imposition of the Jicense-tax. It is, therefore, well that the ministry 
proposes to divide the cost between the two countries. ONE? le 
4.n P 28—12 [con 644] 
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be pho also to divide between oon the expense of holding the new coquisitions 
: 4 in Afghanistan. .< a = 
a. The same is sorry to find that Government has not contributed to the ee 
Bombay Arts’ Exhibition which is to take placein = ~~ 

Is sorry that the Bombay February next. After a brief allusion to the benefits 
Government did not give the derivable from such exhibitions, the Parast expresses. 


noning fon rman rg dior regret that Sir Richard Temple’ gs administration has eer 

bition. not given the required pecuniary help. It is, however, — * 
lad to find that Mr. Bairdmji Jijibhdéi has offered a Pa 

loan of Rs. 2,500 without interest to the exhibition committee. te 


The Satya Mitra (63) of the 22nd December does not approve of the pro- 
posal of Mr. Shankar Pdéndurang Pandit to levy the 


Thinks that the Collector license-tax on the mill-operatives of Bombay, and ~~ 
of am err re thinks that they are not assessable under the law. ee 
vty PP fs pth gt mill. he Mill-owners’ Association has obtained a legal 
operatives of that city. opinion to the same effect, and it has made applicae . 

. tions to Mr. Pandit as well as to the superior autho= 


rities to exempt these workmen from the tax. In conclusion the — 
requests the attention of Government to this subject. 


The Kédside Mumbai (65) of the 23rd December is glad that several gamblers  -* 

- were apprehended and punished during the last week eo 

Requests the Police of in Bombay, but regrets that the leaders of the gangs — oe 
her oy * Sahoo ao are still allowed to be at large. The police is, there- ae 
gamblers. ener fore, earnestly requested to use every exertion to oe 
apprehend them; as unless this is done, gambling = © — 

will not diminish, i Kage 


The Nydya Prakdsh (67 ) of the 23rd December observes that the Assistant hee 
Judge of Ahmedabad has not satisfactorily disposed §#8 , | 

Prays the Sessions Judge of of the case in which four persons were accused of ee 
Ahmedabad and the High h fa] ‘4 oat Ps y 
Court to order a fresh trial of Daving given false evidence in the late Surat trial. - 
the four persons who were One of the four accused, named Motirdm Jamnddas, eae 
recently tried by the Assist- requested the Assistant Jud ge to defer the hearing or. 
ant J neg e of Ahmedabad oud until the arrival of his Wakil Soin Surat, and to summon ee 
i ae A njury in the the witnesses whom he had cited. But no attention | 
was paid to this representation, and the accused were 

sentenced to five years’ imprisonment with hard labour, after a hearing which 
extended over three hours and a half. This conduct of the J udge is opposed — 
to the spirit of the law. The Nydya Prakdsh, therefore, requests the Sessions —_ 
Judge and the High Court to order a fresh trial of this case, and to afford every ro 
facility to the accused to make their defence. oe: 


The same expresses gratitude for the proposal of His Excellency the os a A 
Governor to establish sen Bact classes, but regrets . — 
Prays for the establishment that the intention of establishing an tag 


of an agricultural class in college at Ahmedabad has been abandoned. | 
connection with the Training 


College of Ahmedabad. necessity of having an agricultural class in conn acti 
ey oe with the Training College in that city is | sis ste ed A 
Bi upon, and it is expected that great advantages will ollow from such a Raising: sf 
It is, therefore, hoped that this suggestion will receive due attention from, : 


RONET - 2 i ee 
- Municipalities. | \ Se 

The Hitechchhw (46) of Ahmedabad of the 26th Devenbiae has heard | th hat — Se 

the water-works opposite the yong il cost: + abo rout ae 


a Censures the Municipality two thousand rupees on account of 

a of Ahmedabad for resolving There is no need of any embellishment, and p 

eS . e.g ms. mm“? work can be done for about two Teaatpe es, 
excess ms Heehees, simply wasted. Sect the s 
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time that the Corporation has been found wasting the Municipal funds when the = 
people are suffering from high prices and cannot get sufficient food toeat. = =~ 


The same states that the fire-engine brought to extinguish the fire which = — 
occurred on Thursday last in Fatés4’s lane in Ahme< 
Censures the servants of dabad, was out of repair, and, consequently, did nop = : 


the Municipality of Abmeda- 


ges ly i sy Hn _ ordinates of the Corporation take in the discharge of — 
their duties. ee 


- 


Native States. 


The Hitechchhu (46) of Ahmedabad of the 26th December complains that 
re Mr. Kharkar’s administration of Navénagar is as bad 
Complains agarst te oc as that of Mr. Bhagwdnji or Mr. Popat Welji. Al- 
sinh State by My. Khirkar though there are highly-paid officers in the State and 
| a learned Sessions Judge, yet the ryots do not get 
justice. In support of. this assertion the Hitechchhu gives an instance. A few 
years ago a Khatri merchant became insolvent, and his creditors divided his 
property among themselves in satisfaction of their demands. Among his assets. 
there was a house. This house is next to that of the fiddler to the dancing 
girls of His Highness the Jam, and the creditors asked whether the fiddler 
would like to buy it. On his refusal to purchase it, they sold it nearly a year 
ago toa Meman. The fiddler, however, recently brought a suit against the 
Meman in one of the courts of Navdnagar, claiming his right to purchase the 
building; and the Judge decided in favor of the plaintiff and put him m 
possession of it. Thus an open injustice has been perpetrated. The Hitechchhu 
also complains that the Diwan has given all the highly-paid posts in the State 
to Dekkanis, and has considerably increased the debt of the r4j. There is not 
a single native of Kéthidwdr holding a high appointment. This is very hard. 
The Jém is powerless to effect any improvement as he is kept in fear of the 
displeasure of the British Government. The Political Agent does not seem to 
take any notice of these proceedings ; but Government is bound to grant fedress 
and ought to discharge its duty. 


The J4me Jamsed (49) of the 26th December states that a few days ago a 
person died at Jundgad, and dooley-bearers were. 

Asks if the authorities of called to carry his corpse. On the refusal of one of 
rhs Hear Ts ceaan them to come, he was so severely beaten by a_police- 
who caused the death of a ™an that he fell into a swoon and afterwards died. 
dooley -bearer. The Jdme Jamsed asks whether the authorities of 


Jundgad have enquired into this case. 


The Yajdén Parast (53) of the 22nd December disapproves of the rumoured 
ae intention of the Baroda Darbér to erect a mandap, or 
Disapproves of therumour- & temporary building, at a cost of one lac of rupees 
ed intention of the Baroda for the marriage of the young Gdekwdd. About 16 
a to build a mandap at acs are to be spent in building a new palace, and the 
e cost of a lac of rupees in ‘ . : 
connection with the young Marriage will cost about twenty lacs. If instead of 
Géekwd’s marriage. wasting these large sums, a respectable amount is set 
aside for the marriage and the remainder is expended 
on the improvement of the country, the Gdekwdd’s revenie will be greatly 
benefited. The Parast, therefore, hopes that the Diwdn will pay due attention 
to the above suggestion. (The Guzerat Mitra (47).of the same date and the 


Akhbdére Sowddgar (50) of the 24th December make somewhat similar remarks. 
G. W. KURKARAY, © 


work properly. This shows what little care the oe. 
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Office of the Director of Publie Instruction, » 
Poona, 31st December 1878. 
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